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Don’t let winter power
outages leave you cold
It’s been said that Scott County is a
place of wind and water. Historically,
almost all of our disasters occur due to
a heavy rain or high wind event. One
of the most significant concerns of the
County’s Emergency Management department is the prospect of a widespread
winter power outage lasting more than a
few hours.
Winter power outages are often created by freezing rain, sleet, and high
wind events that damage the power
distribution system. Power poles can
also be damaged by a deep cold snap.
(This occurred in Savage a few years
ago, leaving residents without power
while temperatures hovered near -20F.)
Long-term power outages in winter can
become dangerous quickly. In southwest Minnesota, a recent widespread
power outage caused by freezing rain
lasted for days.
You can minimize the impact of a
winter power outage by preparing in
advance. The first step is to prepare
yourself and your home for an outage.
Without power, most home heating systems will fail.
The first step is to keep yourself
warm.
Dress
in layers and remember to wear
a warm hat.
Occasionally
move
around
and
exercise,
but not enough Setting up a tent in
your house creates
to sweat. Use a warmer space.
blankets to keep
warm. Move to the warmest room in
the home, and close its doors. (This is
typically one with the fewest windows.)

If you have one, set up a tent inside
the house. The inside of a tent creates
a microclimate, staying many degrees
warmer than the outside.
The next step is to preserve heat
in your home. The fastest way is to
reduce the amount of heat being lost
through your windows. Your emergency kit should have a supply of poly and
painter’s tape. Use the painter’s tape to
secure the plastic over the inside of the
windows. To further prevent heat loss,
place spare blankets, insulation, or cardboard inside the window frame before
taping the plastic up.
Never use charcoal or gas grills,
camping heating equipment, or generators inside. Many people have died
from carbon monoxide poisoning during
winter power outages. If you use candles, they must be kept out of reach of
children and used only in rooms where
adults are monitoring them. Make sure
to blow them all out before people go
to bed.
If you must leave home for a shelter, consider taking these steps first.
Turn off the water main to the house,
and leave your sinks open and flush
toilets until they are empty. Turn the
electrical breaker to the hot water heater
off, then drain the water from the tank.
Make sure that you know how to override an electric garage door opener.
Move any valuables off the basement
floor. Unless you have battery backup,
your sump pump will not run. Bring
your emergency kit with you.
While most power outages have
short durations, being prepared will protect you and your home during a prolonged outage.

4-Hers packaged bags with
snacks and handmade cards
for senior citizens.

4-Hers
celebrate
National 4-H
Week with
service project

4-H members, volunteers,
and families celebrated National 4-H Week in October with a
service project benefitting the
CAP Agency. Members from
across Scott County gathered
to package bags with snacks
and handmade cards to be delivered to senior citizens. 4-H
families had the opportunity to
meet new friends and build relationships as they packed 100
friendship bags.
National 4-H Week celebrates the 4-H programs across
the country that support youth
to discover their interests and
gain the skills to learn and lead
for a lifetime. For more information on the Scott County
4-H program and learning opportunities, visit z.umn.edu/
ScottCo.

Three ways to use less salt this winter
Snow is a fact of life in Minnesota, and so is usor blowing
ing rock salt to melt all the snow and ice. But did you
snow is the
know that road salt and deicers are an environmental
best way to
pollutant? Salt and water combine very easily, which is
prevent chloride
great for melting ice on our sidewalks, but that strong
pollution from
chemical bond makes the chloride from salt molecules
salt. Shovel as
nearly impossible to remove from water. As a result.
soon as possible
when chloride dissolves into lakes and rivers, it is conafter a storm.
sidered a permanent pollutant.
• Conserve
Every winter, when salt melts downstream, chloand reuse.
ride concentrations in our waterbodies increase. And
Reuse salt by
spreading and/or shaking granules approximately
studies from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
three inches apart. If salt is left over in the area
(MPCA) are showing that elevated chloride levels in
of application and the area is dry, sweep it up
surface water is toxic to fish.
and use again for the next snowfall.
Water runoff from road salt can disrupt entire
freshwater ecosystems. Just one teaspoon of salt is • Temperature is key! Pure rock salt can melt
ice only if the pavement is above 15 degrees
enough to permanently pollute five gallons of water,
Fahrenheit. In colder weather, use different
so by reducing salt use by just one cup, you are saving
types of de-icers if necessary.
nearly 250 gallons of water from being polluted. As
of 2021, local waterbodies -- including Sand Creek,
By making a couple of adjustment to winter rouRaven Stream, and Credit River -- are all listed on the
tines, many positive, safe impacts on improving water
MPCA’s impaired waters list for chlorides.
quality can be immense. To learn more about smart
salting techniques on both large and small scales,
Things to know before it snows:
visit the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s
• Shovel before sprinkling. Shoveling, plowing,

(SWCD) website and search “chlorides,” or call the
office at (952) 492-5425.
Pick up your own free salt reduction kit!
The Scott SWCD and Scott Watershed Management Organization (SWMO) have partnered with
funds from the Clean Water Land and Legacy Agreement to put together free winter smart salting kits for
homeowners. The kits contain informational material
to help you minimize your salt use while maximizing
its effectiveness this season. Kits can be picked up at
the Scott SWCD office, Spring Lake Town Hall, Credit River Town Hall, and additional distribution points
to be added as locations are finalized.
Mini webinar alert!
The Scott SWCD and the Scott Watershed Management Organization are partnering together to host a
mini Homeowner Winter Management webinar on the
topic of chloride pollution. The event will be held via
zoom on December 15, from 6 - 6:45 p.m. To register, call the Scott SWCD Education Specialist, Shelby
Roberts, at (952) 492-5448 or go online to scottswcd.
org and click on “News & Events.” Pre-registration is
required for webinar attendance.
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Sheriff’s Office offers winter safety tips
•

Every winter, thousands of people are injured or
killed by fires, exposure to extreme cold, vehicle and
snowmobile accidents, house fires, and are victims of
holiday thieves. Learn what to do to keep your loved
ones safe and protected as the temperatures continue to
drop this season.

•
•

Smoke alarms: Be fire smart this winter
Smoke alarms are required in all residential dwellings (single family homes, multifamily homes, hotels,
rental properties, dormitories, et cetera). Smoke alarms
in newly-constructed or renovated dwellings are required to be hard wired with a battery back-up.
• Test your smoke alarm regularly to help ensure
your family is kept safe from smoke and fire.
• Replace your batteries at least once per year.
• Smoke alarms connected to an electrical power
source may also have batteries as back-up power
that need to be replaced and checked.
Carbon monoxide: The silent killer
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, and
tasteless gas that is toxic. It’s a by-product of incomplete combustion of fuels such as natural gas, propane,
heating oil, kerosene, coal, charcoal, gasoline, or wood.
Automobiles left running in garages, gas barbecues operated inside the house, grills or kerosene heaters that
are not properly vented, or chimneys or vents that are
dirty or plugged may create unsafe levels of CO.
Proper placement of a CO alarm is important. In
general, the human body is most vulnerable to the effects of CO during sleeping hours, so an alarm should
be located in or as near as possible to the sleeping area
of the home. Where sleeping areas are located in separate parts of the home, an alarm should be provided for
each area.
Heating equipment safety
Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fire
deaths, with nearly half of home heating equipment
fires being reported during the months of December,
January, and February.
• If you use a fireplace, have a professional
inspect and clean it every year. Keep flammable
materials away from the open flame area. Do not
burn trash, cardboard boxes, or items that may
contain chemicals that can poison your home.
• If you use a wood-burning stove, a professional
should inspect and clean the chimney each
year. Make sure you have a safe perimeter around
the stove, which can radiate excessive heat. Place
it on a flame-resistant surface, and use a screen to
keep sparks and hot coals from coming out of the
stove.
• Never use an oven or a gas or electric range
as a heating source. This poses a fire hazard, as
well as releases dangerous fumes such as carbon
monoxide.
• Give space heaters space -- they account for

Never leave your vehicle unattended while it’s
running (for example, if you’re warming it up).
Deter mail theft by having packages delivered
to your work, or schedule deliveries for times
you will be home.
Monitor your front porch via security cameras
or video doorbells.

Celebrate responsibly
• Driving under the influence is illegal and a
danger to everyone on the road.
• Designate a driver or call for a ride.
four out of five home heating fire deaths. Make
sure the heater is away from water or flammable
items such as curtains, paper, blankets, or
furniture. Check for faulty wiring that can cause
electric shock or fire. Supervise children and pets
around space heaters. Turn heaters off before
leaving the room or going to sleep.

Protect your home if you are traveling
• Get an automatic timer for your lights.
• Ask a neighbor to get the mail or newspaper.
• Contact law enforcement in your jurisdiction to
perform a “house watch.”
• Be sure to lock doors and windows.

You must hear a smoke alarm for it to be
effective. Make sure that everyone in your house
can clearly hear the smoke alarms from their
bedrooms.
Identify two ways out of every area in your
home. Make sure that these exits from your
home are kept free of clutter, snow, and ice.
For example, if one of your escape routes is a
window or sliding door, make sure it isn’t frozen
shut.
Have a designated meeting area outside of your
house where all family can safely meet outside in
the event of a fire.
Go over your procedure for calling 911 in the
event of a fire once you leave the house. You
might not have time to find your cell phone if
there’s a fire, so consider making arrangements
in advance with a neighbor. If you must drive
somewhere to call 911, make sure you have a
spare set of vehicle keys outside of your home.

Prepare for winter driving and drive safely
Here a few tips to ensure you are prepared for driving this winter and able to make it safely to your family or friends when traveling over the holidays.
• Get your vehicle winter-ready with a
maintenance check-up.
• Carry an ice scraper and use washer fluid
effective in freezing temperatures (keep an extra
container of washer fluid in your trunk).
• Keep your fuel tank at least half full at all times.
• Consider installing winter tires.
• Make sure you have a charged cell phone with
you and have an emergency supply kit in your
vehicle (including non-perishable food, water,
a flashlight, a blanket, warm clothes, jumper
cables, a shovel, and traction mats or sand).
• Always keep your vehicle clear of snow and
ice. Make sure that headlights, taillights, side
mirrors, windows, and the top of your vehicle are
free of snow and ice before getting on the road.
• Slow down! Adjust your driving for the
conditions. Many winter collisions occur because
drivers go too fast and don’t leave sufficient
space for stopping. In poor conditions, avoid
hard braking, quick acceleration, and abrupt gear
changes.
• Watch for snowplows. Be patient, give them
room, and don’t try to pass them.

Don’t be a victim of theft over the holidays
With lots of people out shopping for gifts and often distracted, the holiday season is an ideal time for
thieves to take advantage of carelessness.
• Always park your vehicle in a well-lit or public
area.
• Make sure you lock your vehicle whenever you
leave it and place valuables or packages out of
plain sight, such as in the trunk (or remove them
from the vehicle completely).

We can all have a safe and enjoyable winter season
by being prepared, taking precautions, respecting the
laws, and making safety a priority.
If you have questions about winter safety, please
feel free to contact Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen
any time by email at LHennen@co.scott.mn.us, by
phone at (952) 496-8625, by mail, or in person at the
Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee, MN 55379. You can always visit our website at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.

Home escape planning
If a fire breaks out in your home, your family may
have under 60 seconds to escape to safety. Creating a
home escape plan in advance ensures you can get out
quickly and safely in the event of a fire.
•

•

•
•

Calling all artists: Open art studio offered in Savage
The “Savage Area Arts Community”
is hosting open Art Studio! Whether
you draw, paint, knit, make jewelry, or
create digital art, be sure to pull up a
chair or an easel and be surrounded by
other people who share your passion for
creativity.
This makes for an excellent way to
spend an afternoon in the company of
other artists.
Grab a marker and circle every
Wednesday from 2 - 6 p.m. on your calendars -- this is the time for creativity
to flow. You can stay for an hour or the
entire time; no RSVP is required.
This is also when the meetings take
place. Join the group and have a voice
in how and where the Savage Area Arts
Community works their magic. The
group meets in the community room
of the Savage Library; use the east entrance and be prepared for a time of conversation and a feeling of community.
June Phillipp, president, wants to
paint a little picture of what an afternoon with the Savage Area Arts Community looks like: “We usually have between 10 and 15 people join us at a time,
although our mailing list has about 40
people. You may attend when you can.

Art from local residents is on display at the Savage Library. Both artists and
those who value art are invited to participate in the weekly open art studio
from 2 to 6 p.m. each Wednesday at the library.

Everyone brings their artwork, and we
gather around, some work on their projects, or we just talk.”
The group encourages everyone who
values art to attend. Members include

professional artists, emerging artists,
non-artists, and art appreciators alike.
“We have a gallery wall where we display and even sell the work of some of
our members,” June said. “Our meet-

ings themselves can be creative since
we sometimes have a person doing a
presentation or we all may be working
on a project together.”
“Right now, we are looking for board
members,” June said. “For more information, please visit our website (www.
savageareaarts.org) or send us a message through our Facebook page. Up
until recently, memberships were a way
that community members could support
the ‘Savage Area Arts Community’ and
our projects. We are currently in a time
of transition, so memberships are not requested or available at this time.”
The Savage Area Arts Community
has plans to offer cultural art events, and
visual and literary art classes to students
of all ages and abilities. Classes will
typically meet for three to four sessions.
Consider spending an afternoon among
other creative people as you work on
art and enjoy time with others in your
community.
The Savage Area Arts Community
(formerly Savage Arts Council) is a
501(c)3 nonprofit arts organization,
started in Savage in 2007.

