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“We Believe You” collaborative video series
addresses sexual assault awareness, prevention
On average, 433,648 victims ages 12 or older are
raped or sexually assaulted each year in the United
States. Approximately half of sexual assault incidents
reported to Scott County law enforcement involve juvenile victims.
The Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) of
Scott County recently produced and released a series
of seven videos aiming to help victims of sexual violence. The series was published to the City of Savage’s YouTube page (CityofSavageMN) in April 2021,
delivering short messages from each of the SART
organizations showing that there is a unified team of
people who are available to help and support sexual
assault victims.
The Minneapolis-based non-profit organization
Sexual Violence Center coordinates the Scott County
SART, the Hennepin County Sexual Assault Multidisciplinary Action Response Team (SMARTeam), and
the Carver County Sexual Assault Interagency Council (SAIC team). These teams bring together members
of law enforcement, prosecutors, government agencies, and social service agencies who are engaged in
supporting people after assault. The teams are charged
with improving the criminal justice response and support services available for victims to promote healing,
justice, and accountability. The Sexual Violence Center opened a Savage location in April of this year.
“We want kids to know that there are trusted adults
out there who believe them and want to help,” said
Sheriff Luke Hennen. “Sharing these experiences can
be very scary for kids and we want them to know that
it’s not their fault, that they won’t get in trouble, and
we want to help protect them.”
Members of SART include:
• Scott County Attorney’s Office. The Scott
County Attorney’s Office represents the state
of Minnesota in prosecuting juvenile and adult
criminal sexual conduct cases. While prosecuting
and holding the offenders accountable, they
provide assistance, support, and information to
sexual assault survivors to ensure that victims’
rights are respected and enforced.
• Allina Health SANE Program. Allina Health
Hospitals have Forensic Nurse Examiners (FNE)
who are specially trained nurses to evaluate
patients for health risks associated with sexual
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assault. They provide exams at all Allina
Hospitals and at Ridgeview Hospitals located
in Chaska, Waconia, Arlington, and Le Sueur.
Their services are available 24 hours a day, every
day of the year, providing care to ages 13 and
above. Sexual assault exams at the hospital are
confidential and free of charge. Information
can be found on their website at https://account.
allinahealth.org/services/859.
Scott County Law Enforcement (Scott
County Sheriff’s Office, Belle Plaine Police
Department, Elko New Market Police
Department, Jordan Police Department, New
Prague Police Department, Prior Lake Police
Department, Savage Police Department,
Shakopee Police Department). Scott County
law enforcement agencies respond to reports
of sexual violence 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year. We provide compassionate, professional
services and work cooperatively with advocates,
medical professionals, and prosecutors to help
sexual violence survivors. All law enforcement
agencies in Scott County can be reached in an
emergency by dialing 911 or in non-emergencies
at (952) 445-1411.
Sexual Violence Center. The mission of the
Sexual Violence Center is to support people
impacted by sexual violence through crisis
intervention, case management, outreach,
education, and systems change. They can
be reached at (952) 448-5425 or www.
sexualviolencecenter.org. All services are free
and confidential.
The Link. The Link works with youth and
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young families to overcome the impacts of
poverty and social injustice. Their 22 programs
provide supportive housing, intensive case
management services, and skills development to
youth at risk of or experiencing homelessness,
sex trafficking/exploitation, and/or involvement
with the juvenile justice system. The West
Metro Regional Navigator 24/7 Crisis Line
is (612) 232-5428; they can also be reached
through www.thelinkmn.org.
Southern Valley Alliance. Southern Valley
Alliance (SVA) helps all those impacted by
domestic violence in Carver and Scott Counties,
including victims, families, organizations and
communities. Their advocates can provide a
wide range of referrals and resources, such as
crisis intervention, legal advocacy, housing,
human services, culturally-specific services,
community engagement and training, support
groups, and more. Information is meant to help
survivors make informed decisions as they
move toward a life without abuse. Contact SVA
at (952) 873-4214 or visit www.svamn.org.
Scott County School Districts. School
teachers, school counselors, and administrative
staff are available to help victims of sexual
violence and sexual exploitation. Students may
contact any trusted adult at their school, or
submit information using the schools electronic
reporting system located on their school
website. All school district websites can be
accessed through https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/818/SchoolsDistricts.

The SART of Scott County wants teens and young
adults who have been affected by sexual violence to
know it’s never too late to tell somebody. It is not
your fault, and you are not alone. We are trusted
resources you can talk to, we believe you, and we are
here to help and support you.
If you have questions about the SART, contact
Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen by email at LHennen@co.scott.mn.us, by phone at (952) 496-8625, via
social media @sheriffhennen, or by mail or in person
at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee, MN 55379. You can also visit our website
at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.

October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month
Your partners in ending the cycle of
violence in Scott and Carver counties
(952) 873-4214; www.svamn.org

Vaccines
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While there have been other variants of
the COVID-19 virus, the Delta variant
is more contagious and deadly -- and is
wreaking havoc on the unvaccinated.
Dr. Mike Wilcox, Medical Director
of Scott County Public Health, stated,
“Sadly, the Delta variant now seems to
be becoming more prevalent within our
young, leading to hospitalizations and
placement within ICUs, especially in
states and regions with low vaccination
percentages. It appears that this new
wave of infection may peak in September, just as school is starting. “
To stop this variant, Dr. Wilcox
stresses that “… all eligible patients, no
matter what their ages, need to get vaccinated. Also, the series of vaccinations
needs to be completed to achieve maximum immunity.” Viruses need to have
a body in order to stay alive. If someone is carrying a virus and they cough
or sneeze, the virus will find a “host”
where they can live. The more hosts that
are vaccinated, the higher the chance
that virus will die before it spreads. This
type of community protection is called
community immunity (also known as
herd immunity). Community immunity is vital for people who are unable
to get vaccinated, like infants and small
children. According to Dr. Wilcox, “…
if adults end up infecting the young,

[young people] could get very ill.”
Failure to achieve community immunity within a short time frame not
only threatens the unvaccinated but can
have drastic consequences for people
who are vaccinated. Dr. Wilcox warns,
“If we do not vaccinate the majority of
the population to the max, we will end
up with a mutation of the virus that our
vaccination does not protect us from
and we will be back in the same place
we were one and a half years ago. “
When thinking about vaccinations,
particularly the COVID-19 vaccine,
Dr. Wilcox reminds us to focus on the
principles of science that have guided us
against viruses and diseases in the past.
“We must not forget that over
600,000 of our family members,
friends, and neighbors have died from
COVID to date in this country. Many
who have contracted COVID continue
to deal with its long-term consequences,
the ‘long haulers’ syndrome. The threat
continues.”
Scott County Public Health continues to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to anyone age 12 and over. The
vaccination is free of cost. For information on upcoming clinics, please
visit the Scott County Public Health
webpage at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/336/Public-Health.
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Emergency plans benefit
employees, students
Over the past years, the SCENE has
featured several articles about manageable steps towards preparing yourself
for a disaster, such as having a family
plan, emergency food and water supplies, and how to obtain basic first aid
supplies and training. As more people
return to working in the office, this article will focus on the issue of emergency
preparedness at work or school.
Most of us can vividly remember
being elementary schoolers during a
school fire alarm. The teacher taught us
what to do during a fire drill many times
before the alarm ever sounded: We practiced forming a line and following the
leader to our designated exit and evacuation area. We knew how to change to
the backup exit in case the primary route
was blocked. When the big day happened and the alarm sounded, students
lined up then exited the classroom in a
serious but calm manner.
With a culture of training and practice around fire safety, it’s no surprise
that schools are an exceptionally safe
environment for our kids to be. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, the last time more than
ten fire deaths occurred in a school was

If your business
emergency plans are
ineffective, now is the time
to fix them. FEMA provides
free online training on
continuity and run, hide,
fight training. The I Love
U Guys foundation (https://
iloveuguys.org/) provides
free standard response
protocols and fliers for
schools, businesses, and
municipal buildings.

in 1954. As we consider how safe our
K-12 schools have become, ask yourself
if you are prepared to handle an emergency at your place of work.
Does your place of work have an
emergency plan? Does it address realistic risks? How current is it? If you
are the owner or manager, do you have
a business continuity plan? Are you
maintaining an effective and achievable
emergency response plan?
If you don’t know the answers to
these questions, here are your tasks.
Identify the actions that you are expected to take in the event of a tornado
or severe weather. Learn how will you
be notified. Is there an alarm or building wide warning system? Does management notify staff verbally or by electronic means? Identify the designated
shelter areas. Practice getting to them.
Learn if the shelter areas remain open
if you are working late and if hallways
or doors leading to the shelters are accessible at all hours. Learn what the
staff should do in the event that they are
travelling or working remotely.
Next, learn about your evacuation
plan. Learn where the building alarm
systems are. If there is a fire or hazard
inside the building, do you know what
the designated evacuation route is?
What actions do you need to take before
leaving? Identify if there are additional
steps needed, such as locking all computers containing sensitive data or grabbing keys for reentry.
Learn what the procedures are for a
threat of violence. Ask what to do if a
lockdown order is given and a fire alarm
is activated. Since violent aggressors
have used fire alarms to draw people
out of shelter locations, many facilities
train to stay in lockdown unless a fire is
confirmed.
Be aware, be trained, and be safe –
wherever you are!
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Apply now for Master
Gardener program

Many of us hear about Master Gardeners -- and maybe even see them in
the community --but have you ever wondered how to become one? There are
many reasons to join, including supporting an important mission, continuous
learning about horticulture and the environment, giving back to the community, teaching the importance of local and sustainable alternatives, and being
involved with a statewide network of other Master Gardener volunteers.
The Master Gardener Program is supported by outstanding faculty and staff
from the University of Minnesota Extension. The mission of the program is to
provide research-based horticultural knowledge and practices and to deliver
educational outreach and project-based efforts that inspire change and promote healthy people, healthy communities, and a healthy planet.
The application process begins in late August/early September. If you
would like to learn more about becoming a Carver-Scott Extension Master
Gardener volunteer and the timelines to apply, please go to
http://carverscottmastergardeners.org/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/
or call (952) 492-5390. --

Volunteer drivers needed
for new van service
SmartLink is excited to introduce
a new transit service for Scott County
-- Hop Scott! The SmartLink Mobility
Management team recognized the need
for additional transportation options in
our more rural communities for older
adults and the disabled. After applying
for and receiving a “Live Well at Home”
grant, the decision was made to invest in
community vans to support the idea of
helping aging and/or disabled residents
to stay in their homes longer.
Often, transportation is a barrier for
older adults or those with disabilities
who can no longer drive, aren’t comfortable driving, or who don’t have the
ability to drive themselves. Accessing
medical appointments, essential groceries/goods, social gatherings, and other
appointments is needed for these individuals to stay active and engaged.
With the addition of Hop Scott and
the concept of using volunteer drivers
based in these smaller towns in Scott
County, we hope to add to a meaningful

quality of life that results in building and
maintaining independence. The anticipated launch of this program is October
2021, and we are actively seeking volunteers to help support this program. If
you live in or around the communities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan, Elko New Market, or New Prague, and are willing to
give a few hours of your time weekly or
monthly to drive those in need, please
contact SmartLink Customer Service at
(952) 496-8341, option 2, or via email at
transit@co.scott.mn.us.

Be aware! Identity theft, scams webinars offered
We’ve all heard the story of someone answering a
phone call: The caller claims to be their grandchild,
stuck in a foreign country and needs money wired
to them so they don’t go to jail. This is just one of
many ways people have been scammed or have had
their identity stolen. Join the University of Minnesota
Extension webinar series addressing identity theft and
scams. Webinars will be held on four Tuesdays; see
the following descriptions and registration links for
the one or all you plan to attend.

Child Identity Theft: Prevention, Detection, and
Repair, Oct. 19, 11 a.m. – 12 noon
A child’s Social Security number can be used by
identity thieves to apply for government benefits, open
bank and credit card accounts, apply for a loan or utility service, or rent a place to live. The webinar focus
is on preventing, detecting, and repairing the damage

of child identity theft. Register at https://z.umn.edu/ reach out for help. Register at https://z.umn.edu/EFchildidentity.						FENov21.					
Identity Theft: Be Aware! Oct. 26, 11 a.m. – noon
While identity theft can happen to anyone, there
are some things you can do to reduce your risk. This
webinar will address how to protect yourself and how
to report identity theft. Register at https://z.umn.edu/
identitytheftOct21.
When it’s Family: Financial Exploitation of Older
Adults, November 2, 11 a.m. – noon
Elder family financial exploitation (EFFE) is one
of the most prevalent types of elder abuse impacting
approximately one in 15 older adults and their families
around the globe. This webinar will address the complexity and realities of EFFE, critical conversations
to prevent EFFE, resources to learn more, and how to

Beware of Financial Scams, Nov. 9, 11 a.m. noon
In 2020, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) received more than 2.2 million reports about fraud, with
people telling the FTC they lost nearly $3.3 billion.
Participate in this webinar to learn about different
types of scams, how to protect yourself, and what to
do if you are a victim. Register at https://z.umn.edu/
scams21.		
The classes (except Child Identity Theft, as noted
above) will be taught by Sam Roth and Sara Croymans. Sam Roth is a UMN Extension Financial Capability Educator for Scott and Carver Counties. Sara
Croymans is a UMN Extension Educator specializing
in Family Resiliency.

Food waste collection sites Waste Wise grant helps
seniors recycle at Oak Terrace
open to County residents
Have you ever thought about composting those food scraps from your
kitchen, but don’t want to start a compost pile in your backyard? With some
new programs being offered in Scott
County, you may have a good option.
Organic wastes make up about 25 to
30 percent of our trash today. To keep
this waste stream out of our local landfills, Scott County is providing grant
funding to help local participants open
four new food waste organics collections sites throughout the County.
Sites are operated independently,
but all are open to accept household
food waste organic material free of
charge from County residents. At most

locations, this includes kitchen food
scraps, paper towels, and BPI-certified
compostable products from residential
households.
Currently, sites are hosted by the City
of Jordan, Suburban Waste Services in
Savage, The Buckingham Companies in
Prior Lake, and SMSC’s Organics Recycling Facility in Shakopee. For more
information about site hours and signup procedures, visit the Scott County
Organics Recycling website at https://
scottcountymn.gov/organicsrecycling.
Locations of food waste collection
sites are shown on the Scott County
Waste Navigator at https://gis.co.scott.
mn.us/wastenav/.

Oak Terrace Senior Living is a retirement community in Jordan and hosts
individual residential units and several community rooms.
Awarded a Scott County Waste Wise grant in summer 2020 for color-coded
bins, recycling totes, and reusable dishware, Oak Terrace was able to consolidate its recycling services, capture more recycling,
and reduce waste.
“Oak Terrace of Jordan’s recycling has gone
up exponentially in the last calendar year,” said
Luke Hessing, facilities manager. “We were recycling approximately three cubic yards of material (mostly cardboard) per week in late 2019 and
we are now up to eight cubic yards per week as
a result of our increased focus on other types of
recyclables. These upgrades have been met with
positive feedback from both residents and staff.”
Color-coded bins help
seniors recycle.

