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Voluntary programs aid vulnerable residents
Law enforcement agencies around
the country are responding to vulnerable populations in innovative ways,
including using voluntary registry programs that provide first responders with
critical information on individuals with
special needs.
These voluntary registry programs
enable law enforcement agencies to
obtain information (prior to an actual
emergency) that assists in response to
calls for service involving an individual
with living conditions such as Alzheimer’s disease, autism spectrum disorders
(ASD), developmental disabilities, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder

Vulnerable residents signed up for
the Vitals™ Aware program wear a
beacon that sends information to
nearby officers so they know how to
help them.

(ADHD), epilepsy, brain injury, mental
illness, and other disabilities that may
affect the way individuals interact and
respond to law enforcement personnel
and other first responders. The Scott
County Sheriff’s Office uses two such
voluntary registry programs: Project
Lifesaver/SafetyNet and Vitals™ Aware
Services.
Project Lifesaver
In 2010, the Sheriff’s Office began
using Project Lifesaver, which is a system to rapidly locate vulnerable people
who have a tendency to wander off and
get lost. At-risk individuals are outfitted
with a tracking bracelet that is turned on
if they go missing. The bracelet has a
radio transmitter inside and can send
a frequency to the Sheriff’s Office’s
device to help track the missing person. It’s important to note that no one
is tracked until a loved one calls to report the missing person. The service is
available free of charge to qualifying
individuals through grants and the Scott
County Sheriff’s Office.
There are currently 13 participants in
Scott County.
Vitals™ Aware Services
In 2019, the Sheriff’s Office began
using another potentially life-saving
application to help individuals with intellectual or developmental conditions
called Vitals™ Aware Services.
Vitals™ participants or their caregivers create a digital profile, which
includes critical information such as
disabilities and conditions, allergies,
behavior triggers, de-escalation techniques, medications, emergency contact info, and more. Participants wear
a beacon that sends a notification to
deputies who are within 80 feet of them,
giving the deputy temporary access to
the individual’s Vitals™ profile. Access to this critical information allows
for safer interactions (especially during
medical or mental health emergencies)
by eliminating any guesswork, reducing

Participants in the Project Lifesaver program wear a bracelet with a transmitter
that sends a frequency to the Sheriff’s Office’s device to help track missing
persons.

various language barriers, and avoiding
risk of misunderstandings. The beacon
can also help law enforcement coordinate missing person searches if a person
with autism or dementia, for example,
goes missing and has a beacon on them.
Vitals™ allows participants and their
caregivers the comfort of knowing that
when they leave their house, they are
protected; they have a safety net that
is going to speak for them when they
need it the most. The more information
Sheriff’s Office personnel have about
somebody who may be suffering from
a mental health crisis or other issues,
the better they can customize how we
approach them and avoid using use of
force tactics for a safer resolution.
There are currently 45 Vitals™ users
in Scott County.
Voluntary registries can promote
community safety, improve first responder safety, increase the speed and
efficiency in which deputies are able
to respond, give community members

peace of mind, and promote community
partnerships in responding to special
needs community members. Programs
such as Project Lifesaver and Vitals™
help deputies respond to the needs of
Scott County’s most vulnerable community members with understanding,
compassion, and customized services.
For more information about Project
Lifesaver/SafetyNet, please visit https://
safetynettracking.com/. For more information about Vitals™ or to create a
free profile, please visit www.thevitalsapp.com.
If you have questions about any of
these programs, please feel free to contact Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen
any time by email at lhennen@co.scott.
mn.us, by phone at (952) 496-8625, via
social media @sheriffhennen, or by mail
or in person at Scott County Sheriff’s
Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN 55379. You can also visit their
website at https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/sheriff.

Free webinars offered on family, financial issues
Join University of Minnesota Extension Educators
in Family Resiliency and Health and Nutrition for free
webinars in March. These free webinars are for anyone
residing in Minnesota. Scott County Extension Educator Samantha Roth encourages people to register even
if you are unable to attend; they do record these webinars and email recordings to registered participants.

from research about
the myths, realities,
and lessons learned
from those who have
experienced
EFFE.
https://z.umn.edu/
whenitsfamily

March 9, noon-1 p.m.,
Food for Your Family in a Disaster
If a disaster happens to you, would you have enough
food and water for three days? Do you know how
long foods in the refrigerator will be safe to eat
after the electricity goes off? In this webinar, you
will learn simple steps you can take to make sure
you have enough food and water during and after a
disaster. You will learn strategies to help feed your
family after a disaster and learn how to make sure the
food you’re eating is safe to eat. https://z.umn.edu/
FoodFamilyDisaster

March 25, 5 - 7
Learn about elder financial
p.m., Presupuesto
abuse during a free webinar.
Familiar:
Planificacion y Formas de Ahorrar en Alimentos
(webinar will be in Spanish)
¿Quiere tomar el control de sus finanzas? Un
presupuesto es un instrumento valioso que lo ayudará
a administrar mejor sus finanzas.Este seminario
web proporcionará información y herramientas para
abordar necesidades y deseos, hacer un seguimiento
de los gastos de alimentación, estimar, presupuestar
los alimentos, equilibrar los gastos y los ingresos del
hogar, reservar dinero para un fondo de emergencia y
ahorrar de forma sencilla. https://z.umn.edu/finanzas

March 11, 11 a.m. – noon,
Advance Care Planning: Now More than Ever
The COVID-19 pandemic presents an excuse and an
opportunity to make sure a person’s end-of-life health
care wishes are known and in writing--a process
called advance care planning. If you’ve been putting
off preparing a Minnesota Health Care Directive or
need to revisit your preferences this webinar is for
you. Advance care planning is a gift to yourself and to
others. https://z.umn.edu/ACPMarch
March 18, 1 - 2 p.m., When It’s Family:
Financial Exploitation of Older Adults
One in 15 older adults is a victim of elder family
financial exploitation (EFFE) where a family member
illegally or improperly uses an elder’s funds, property,
or assets. This webinar, designed specifically for adult
children and older adults, will address what’s known

March 30, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Make a Plan, Build a
Kit, Prepare Your Family for Disaster
Is your family prepared for a disaster? Participants in
this webinar will learn how to prepare for disasters by
creating an emergency kit and developing a family
plan. In addition, ideas will be discussed on how to
share the content with other family members, youth
groups, and other community organizations. Youth in
grades 3 and above are encouraged to participate with
their grown-up(s). Youth group volunteers are also
welcome. https://z.umn.edu/PrepareFamilyDisaster
For more online programs: Check out our UMN
Extension Family News
Visit https://extension.umn.edu/families-and-youth/
family-news to stay current with information,

resources, and programming.
Also, follow us
on Facebook and Twitter @UMNExtFD. To find
additional online offerings from all program areas,
visit the University of Minnesota Extension events
and courses page (https://extension.umn.edu/coursesand-events).

Money Mondays series to
cover numerous topics
Did you know that most people find talking
about their finances scarier than talking about
death, religion, politics, or taxes? If this is the
case, how do we learn about finances?
To help combat the scariness of talking about
money, Scott County Extension Financial Capability Educator Samantha Roth will be hosting
“Money Mondays” -- a half hour Lunch and Learn
discussion from noon to 12:30 p.m. on Mondays
(April 5 - May 24). Each week will have a different topic to start the discussion such as budgeting,
insurance, paying for college, et cetera.
Please register at z.umn.edu/moneymonday
for the Zoom link and you can join the weeks
that work for you. When you register, there is an
option to suggest a topic(s) that you would like
to discuss. The list of topics will be posted at
https://extension.umn.edu/local/scott. For more
information, contact Sam at sroth@umn.edu.

