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Safety SCENE
By Scott County Sheriff
Luke Hennen

Enjoy changing seasons safely
Scott County is home to a multitude of exciting fall and winter outdoor recreational activities. If you head out to one of our many lakes or forests to ice fish,
hunt, or ride snowmobiles or ATVs, we want you to have fun and be safe. With
a little bit of advance planning, safety training, and practicing basic precautions,
you’ll do your part in returning home safely.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

more information on firearms safety certification requirements: https://www.dnr.
state.mn.us/safety/firearms/index.html.
Hunting safety tips:
• Wear bright-colored clothing, especially near hunting areas.
• Preplan your trip. Let someone know where you are going and when you
are expected to return.
• Familiarize yourself with the area you plan to visit, knowing the existing
terrain and potential hazards.
• Always bring water and a fully charged phone with you.
• Avoid going alone. Take another person with you so you will have the
benefit of the “buddy system.”
• Plan to return from your activity before darkness falls.
• Pack a first aid kit in the event you get hurt, as it may take time for
responders to locate you.

Ice safety
According to the DNR, there really is no sure answer as to when ice is safe.
Always be aware of changing and dangerous ice conditions on our lakes and riverways. You can’t judge ice conditions just by appearance or thickness. Many other
factors -- including water depth, size of water body, water chemistry, currents,
snow cover, age of ice, and local weather -- combine to determine its strength.

The Sheriff’s Office partners with the Minnesota Horse & Hunt Club and offers
the required one-day field class for ATV training.

ATV safety
In Minnesota, anyone born after July 1, 1987 who is 16 years of age or older is
required to complete an approved ATV (All-Terrain Vehicle) safety course before
riding on public lands. Youths age 10 to 15 must complete the Minnesota ATV
Safety Education Course online at www.ATVcourse.com, attend a hands-on safety
training field class with instructors, and can begin riding on public land after age 12.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office partners with the Minnesota Horse & Hunt Club
and offers this required one-day field class. For more information about this class,
visit our website at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1916/Youth-ATV-Training.
Additional information about ATV safety training requirements and safety training classes, visit the Minnesota DNR’s website at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
safety/vehicle/atv/index.html. Please note that the DNR has modified several of
their certification requirements on an interim basis as a result of COVID-19, so it’s
a good idea to check their website for updated information.
All-terrain vehicles, or ATVs, are off-road vehicles used for things like farm
work and riding on trails. But with the thrills come big risks like rollovers and collisions. Here’s how to stay safe on an ATV:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be at least 16 years old.
Get safety certified.
Always wear a DOT-compliant helmet, goggles, long sleeves, long pants,
over-the-ankle boots, and gloves.
Ride an ATV that’s right for your size and age.
Ride only on designated trails and at a safe speed.
Know basic first aid to treat minor injuries and be able to get help in an
emergency.
Know and follow the ATV rules of the state/city you are riding in.
Never ride an ATV at night.
Never ride while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Never exceed the number of passengers recommended by the
manufacturer.

Nothing can prevent every accident. The truth is that lots of people do get hurt
riding ATVs, and some are killed. If you’re going to ride an ATV, knowing how to
use one safely and following these safety tips can make an accident less likely and
help prevent serious injuries if an accident does happen.
Firearms/hunting safety
The DNR requires anyone born after December 31, 1979 to obtain a Firearms
Safety Certificate and purchase a hunting license in Minnesota. The firearms safety
course teaches prospective hunters about handling firearms, hunter responsibility,
wildlife conservation, and requires students to complete additional field experience
with various scenario-based training opportunities. Visit the DNR’s website for

Ice safety tips from the DNR:
• Check the thermometer, as air temperature and recent weather patterns
can significantly impact ice quality.
• Check with local experts and sources for current ice reports and to learn
about any known hazardous areas.
• Let someone know where you are going and when you expect to be back.
• Carry a cell phone with you in case of trouble.
• Wear a life jacket when you are on the ice (except when in a vehicle).
• Always bring an ice safety kit with you on the ice: rope, ice picks, ice
chisel or drill, and tape measure.
• Check ice thickness at regular intervals.
• Don’t drive on the ice if you can possibly avoid it. If you must, follow
these safety tips:
o Stay off the ice at night, especially during a snowfall or foggy
conditions. If that’s unavoidable, be extremely cautious and drive
slowly -- ice holes can open up quickly.
o Roll a window down and unlock doors or keep a door slightly
ajar to speed escape.
o Don’t wear a life vest while riding inside a vehicle.
o Don’t go back into a partially submerged vehicle to retrieve
equipment or other belongings.

For more ice safety information, visit the MN DNR’s website at https://www.
dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html.
We want everyone to be able to get out and enjoy our Minnesota winters, especially our young people. Adhering to simple rules of safety will make outdoor
activities more pleasurable and will ensure your safety.
As always, please feel free to reach out using one of the following methods: by
email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @
sheriffhennen; or by mail at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee, MN 55379. You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.
You can also contact Recreational Safety Deputy Jacob Edwinson at jedwinson@
co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8316.

Sight in guns at RTF range

With deer hunting rapidly approaching, the SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Facility shooting range will again be open for hunters to sight
their guns. The range will be monitored by trained range safety personnel
during the public shooting times.

Public rifle and shotgun
slug shooting dates and
times are:
Saturday, October 31,
noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, November 1,
noon to 3 p.m.

Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen visited with instructors and students
participating in the Firearms Safety Certificate program last fall.

The fee to use the facility range is $15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations and face masks are required. Call (952) 496-8948 to make
an appointment. If you reach voicemail, leave a message and your call will
be returned to set the appointment date/time. Check the RTF website at www.
scottcountymn.gov/RTF for additional information. For questions contact
Mike Briese, Facility Manager, at (952) 496-8948 or via email at mbriese@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Finalists named for
Oct. 22 FAST-TRACK
Business Challenge
Do you ever wonder who develops
the ideas for new products or services
and how they turn the ideas into a thriving business? Scott County has a large
number of entrepreneurs that do just
that! For the past four years, the Scott
County FAST-TRACK Business Challenge has assisted new entrepreneurs,
giving them the opportunity to fine-tune
their business plans, prepare a pitch,
become connected with industry leaders, and compete for start-up cash and
professional business services to “fasttrack” their business on the road to
success.
The Scott County CDA-FSS and
Technology Village are pleased to announce this year’s five finalists for the
Oct. 22 Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge. The finalists were selected
from applications submitted by start-up
businesses in the cities of Belle Plaine,
Jordan, New Prague, Prior Lake, Shakopee, and rural New Prague/Elko New
Market.
The five finalists, in alphabetical order, include:
Fitness Boomers’ owner, Chathu Hettiarachchi, wants to “change
the world through our children.” Fitness Boomers is a professional service
business based in Shakopee that provides “one-of-a-kind fitness, yoga, and
meditation opportunities for children
in schools and daycares.” Visit their
website at https://www.fitnessboomers.
online/.
IntelligentRx, based in Shakopee, is
a health care savings innovation company with a mission to increase access
to affordable healthcare to everyone.
Founder Thomas Kosgei notes IntelligentRx is “The Smart Way to Save on
Prescription Medicines.” Read more at
https://intelligentrx.com/.
Permits Plus, LLC.’s owner, Amy
Bedeaux, has designed a compliance
solution for companies to assist with the
municipal electronic permitting process.
The business is based in Jordan. The
website is currently under construction.
Tangled Roots, LLC. is based in
Belle Plaine. Nate Shutes, founder, has
developed a personal product care solutions line, with a focus on hair products for specific hair types, See more at
https://tangledroots.com/.
Wild Ruffle’s co-owners, Cate
Mezyk and Tammy Hiveley, are developing a spin-off clothing manufacturing company “Cloth & Clay by Wild
Ruffle.” The company, based in Prior

Lake, is developing a clothing line and
plan to utilize the skills of women at the
Shakopee Correctional Facility on the
production. Visit https://shopwildruffle.
com/ for more information.
Two additional applicants will be
highlighted as a part of this year’s
challenge:
Euroworx Automotive Repair
LLC., based in New Prague, received
an honorable mention. Jake De St. Hubertm, owner, will be provided an opportunity to pitch before the Technology
Village Board. His company provides
mobile advanced diagnostics for high
line European vehicles.
Slimey Unicorns will be featured
this year in a Student Spotlight, pitching to the Technology Village Board
of Directors. The two teenage sisters,
Elizabeth and Sophie Bisek, will share
information on their slime gift packages
that they currently sell for parties and at
various Farmers Markets. The young
entrepreneurs reside near Webster within Scott County.
The finalists will be pitching their
business ideas to a panel of judges
which include Angela Heikes, President
and CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community; Charles Shannon, VP of Corporate Development for
Merrill Corporation; Kristin Haugen,
VP Legal for Morneau Shepell; Joseph
J. Fittante, Corporate Practice Chair for
Larkin Hoffman; and Bill Gray, President of Uponor North America. Following their seven- to 10-minute pitch,
the judges will conduct a Q & A with
the businesses, evaluate each and select
winners that evening.
The top three winners will be awarded start-up cash and professional services valued at over $15,500 and generously donated by this year’s sponsors which include Silver Sponsors:
Larkin Hoffman, Technology Village
Prior Lake and the Scott County CDA;
Bronze Sponsors: Old National Bank,
Minnesota Valley Electric Coop’s Operation Round Up and Neon Lizard
Creative Graphic Design; and Copper
Sponsors: the New Prague, Prior Lake,
Savage, and Shakopee Chambers of
Commerce.
This year’s event will be held virtually, with the kick-off beginning at 5:30
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 22. For more
information on the event please visit
www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com.

Listen to Smart Gardens
on WCCO News Talk 830

WCCO’s Smart Garden radio show is a collaboration of WCCO radio and
the University of Minnesota Extension. Denny Long and experts from the
University of Minnesota Extension answer listeners’ questions on gardening,
lawns, and outdoor living, Saturday mornings from 8 – 9 a.m. Extension
Educators and Master Gardeners provide science-based answers that you
can use! You can call or text questions to the show at (651) 989-9226. To
hear previous podcasts of Smart Gardens go to wccoradio.radio.com, click
“Weekend on Demand” on the “Menu” icon.
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Individuals should prepare an
emergency communication plan

This is the second article in our two-year series about small steps that you should
take to prepare yourself and your family for a disaster. Last edition, we talked
about water. Each person needs a gallon of water per day for drinking, cooking, and
sanitation. At a minimum, you should have a three-day supply of water for every
member of your family. If you met this challenge, congratulations -- you are on
your way to being ready for a disaster. If you didn’t get there yet, I challenge you
to meet this goal by the end of the month.
This edition, our goal is to create an emergency communications plan. There
are three classes of phone service. Landline phones are traditional phone lines
that come into a home or business. These lines are powered by the phone company.
During a disaster, these lines typically remain powered for some time during a utility failure. However, lines delivered to the home overhead on telephone poles are
susceptible to damage during wind events.
Many homes and businesses have migrated to Voice Over Internet Phones
(VOIP). This includes phone “lines” provided by cable companies and other internet providers. VOIP phones use the home or business internet connection to deliver
service. Yet when the internet connection fails, so do the phones. This commonly
occurs during a utility power failure.
Almost everyone has a cell phone. Cell phones use shared
radio frequencies to transmit calls and data. Capacity on cell
phone towers is based on the average usage in that area. It is
extremely common for cell phone towers to become quickly
overloaded during planned or unplanned events. If you’ve
enjoyed the Renaissance Festival in the past but found that
your phone didn’t have service, you experienced congestion on the cell phone network. Even if congestion prevents you from making a phone call, it may be possible to send text messages.
The first step is to create a phone list. Most of us now use our cell phones to
call or text based on our contact lists. We’re no longer required to dial or memorize
phone numbers. But if your cell phone gets damaged or runs out of power, would
you know what number to dial to reach your loved ones? Each person should
have an accessible phone list with the phone numbers for current family, work, and
school contacts. The phone list should include at least one long distance contact.
Sometimes during disasters, local phone-switching capacity is exceeded, but
long distance calls can still go through. You should also let your critical contacts
know who your out-of-town contact is. If they can’t reach you, they can call your
out-of-town contact to share information. A copy of your phone list should be kept
with your emergency supplies; a wallet-sized form can be found at www.ready.gov.
If you have a landline phone, make sure that you have at least one phone that
plugs directly into a phone jack. Cordless phones and phones with powered base
units will fail during a power outage. You should also obtain at least one method to
charge a cell phone if power is out at your home. If you have a car charger, you’ve
already accomplished this. There are also small portable chargers (and even solar
powered chargers) available for extra resiliency. Next time you are at the store,
think about buying a spare car charger to keep in the glovebox.
If all forms of communication fail, the American Red Cross has a program called
Safe and Well. People in a disaster area can visit www.safeandwell.org to list themselves as safe. Friends and family can then search the website for information. Red
Cross and Emergency Management personnel that respond to a disaster can help
impacted citizens get registered on Safe and Well if they lack data service.
These are just a few easy steps to make sure that you can communicate if you
become involved in a disaster. My challenge to you is to have a backup charging
method for your cell phone, create a portable contact list, and designate then share
your out of town contact.

Yard waste options available
The leaves have turned beautiful
colors, and although they look amazing now, they are going to drop to the
ground and create a lot of yard work.
You toil away and now have a pile of
leaves and branches ready for disposal,
but what do you do with it?
“Yard waste” is considered to be grass
clippings and leaves. “Tree debris” is
heavier materials such as branches,
logs, and brush. “Food waste” includes
organic material such as fruits and vegetables, as well as kitchen food waste
and other compostable material. Here’s
a list of what local drop-offs are available in Scott County:
The Mulch Store – Shakopee – yard
waste, tree debris – open to the public
– call or check their website for prices
and hours: (952) 946-6999 or mulchstoremn.com.
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community – Shakopee – yard waste,
tree debris, food waste – open to the
public – call or check their website for
prices and hours: (952) 233-9191 or
smscorf.com.
Buckingham Companies – Prior

Lake – yard waste,
tree debris – open to
current customers –
call or check their
website for prices and
hours: (952) 2266441 or buckinghamcompanies.com/yardwaste.html.
Lloyd’s Construction – Shakopee
– yard waste, tree debris – open to the
public – call for prices and hours: (952)
746-5832.
Herman’s Landscape Supplies –
tree debris – open to the public – free
– call for hours: (952) 492-2783.
Check with your local city! There
are multiple options that vary by city
that are limited to residents.
Check the Scott County Waste
Navigator! We have created a great
resource for not only yard waste disposal sites, but all your disposal needs.
https://gis.co.scott.mn.us/wastenav/.
Remember, putting yard waste into
your regular garbage is illegal, but some
haulers offer yard waste pick up for an
additional fee. Check with your hauler.

