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Law Library News

Uniform conveyancing forms
used to transfer legal titles
There are hundreds of “Uniform
Conveyancing Blanks” which can be
very helpful, but also tricky. They are
available through the Department of
Commerce website: https://mn.gov/
commerce/. They can be found under
“Commerce Tools.”

What are they?

Uniform Conveyancing Blanks are
forms used to transfer legal title of property from one person to another, or to
grant a mortgage or lien (encumbrance)
to another person. The forms offered by
the Department of Commerce should
not be altered. (A form that has been altered will not be accepted as an official
document.) There is an entire section
just on deeds. Uniform Conveyancing
Blanks are filed at Customer Service in
Scott County.

Why would I ever use one?

If you own property and want to add
or remove someone from the property,
a Uniform Conveyancing Blank can
transfer legal title to include or remove
another party.
Here are a few of the UCBs most requested at the Law Library.

Quit Claim Deed

A quit claim deed is a legal instrument that is used to transfer interest in
real property. The owner/grantor terminates (“quits”) any right and claim to the
property, thereby allowing the right or
claim to transfer to the recipient/grantee
or grantees. A quit claim doesn’t offer
any assurances that the property is free
from any claims against it. Quit claim
deeds are usually used by family members to transfer property without a sale
involved. In cases where the “grantor”/
owner has a mortgage on the property,
he/she is still responsible for the mortgage even after the transfer through the
quit claim. It would be a good idea to
check with the mortgage company and
see what their policy is for someone assuming a mortgage.
The grantor is still responsible because a Quit Claim merely transfers
ownership – not any debts or claims
to the property. The new grantee will
have the title of the property, but the
original grantor will still be liable for
the outstanding mortgage/liens. Quit
claim deeds are often used when someone has recently married and they want
to add their new spouse to the property.
Quit Claims seem easy, but they can
cause trouble down the line for both the
grantor and the grantee. If a quit claim
is filled out improperly, a grantor may
give all rights to the grantee instead of
to both parties. Sometimes, parents

want to Quit Claim their property to
their children to avoid probate. Giving
their children an interest in the property
while they are still alive can set the children up for possible financial problems.
For example, if one of their children divorces, their spouse may want an interest in the property. For those people, another UCB might work better. Possibly,
a Transfer on Death Deed.

Transfer on Death Deed (TODD)

A transfer on death deed, also called
a beneficiary deed, allows you to select
the person/people who will receive your
property, but only after you’ve passed
away. The beneficiary will have no right
to your property while you’re alive
and, if you own your home jointly, the
transfer on death deed does not apply
until all the owners have died. You can
name alternate beneficiaries as well, in
the event your beneficiary refuses your
property or isn’t around to receive it. If
you change your mind, the TODD can
be revoked.
Affidavit of Identity and
Survivorship
Unfortunately, this is probably the
second most requested UCB. This UCB
is used when your spouse has passed
away. It is a sworn statement, made by
the survivor of a joint tenancy, that lets
the government know that one joint tenant has died and the survivor is taking
full ownership of the property by operation of law. This form is to be used by
joint tenants, not “tenants in common.”
Tenants in common have no rights of
survivorship. Unless the deceased individual’s will specifies that his or her
interest in the property is to be divided
among the surviving owners, a deceased
tenant in common’s interest belongs to
his or her estate.To file the UCB, the
surviving member of the joint tenancy
will need a copy of the death certificate.
Occasionally, we see people that didn’t
know the difference between joint tenants and tenants in common, and file incorrectly. This can mean they lose their
interest in the property to the estate of
the deceased.
These are only a few of the hundreds
of UCBs offered through the Department of Commerce. These forms can be
very confusing, and if filled out incorrectly, can make transferring property a
mess. It is always wise to get legal assistance when doing anything as important
is transferring property.
The Law Library is located on the
first floor of the Government Center.
The phone number is (952) 496-8713,
the email contact is lawlib@scottlib.org

Garden Tours 2019

Presented by the Carver-Scott
County Extension Master Gardeners

Saturday, July 20, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Tours will be in the Savage, Lakeville,
and Elko New Market area.
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 day of tour
For more information and to purchase tickets, visit:
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

New app will help sheriff’s deputies
assist vulnerable individuals

When deputies arrive at the scene of a call, it can sometimes be a mystery as to
who or what exactly they will be dealing with. To further complicate things, the
people they are trying to help may be unable to communicate clearly due to any
number of visible or invisible conditions. To help bridge this communication gap
and improve these interactions for a safer, positive resolution, Scott County Sheriff’s deputies will soon be using smartphone and Bluetooth technology.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office recently signed on to begin using an app
called Vitals (Vulnerable Individuals Technology Assisted Location Services), that
will alert them when they are in the vicinity of a vulnerable individual living with
emotional, mental, and/or developmental disabilities (such as autism, dementia,
PTSD, seizure disorders, et cetera) who is also registered with the service.
The Vitals app was developed by a Minnesota tech company in collaboration
with law enforcement and the Autism Society of America. It provides law enforcement and other first responders with real-time, critical information about vulnerable
adults and children who may be at risk. Participants are able to upload photos, videos, diagnoses, personalized de-escalation techniques, medication lists, behavior
triggers, and caregiver contact information.
The Vitals service is free to participants. Individual users or their caregivers can create a digital profile and then
he or she will wear a beacon -- a small
Bluetooth device that sends a signal
to nearby phones. Deputies will carry
smartphones equipped with the app,
and when they come within 80 feet of a
beacon, the deputy will receive a notification about the participant and how to
best interact with them.
This service allows participants and
their caregivers the comfort of knowing
that when they leave their house, they
are protected; they have a safety net that
is going to speak for them when they
need it the most. The more information
we have about somebody who may be
suffering from a mental health crisis or
other issues, the better we can customize
how we approach them and avoid using
use of force tactics for a safer resolution.
The Vitals app will be useful in many The Vitals service is free to
situations that have been traditionally participants. Individual users or their
difficult to navigate. For example, if caregivers can create a digital profile
someone is nonverbal, deputies will to help emergency responders know
know who to contact to help them. If how to respond to a person with
someone doesn’t like to be touched, a special needs.
deputy can make sure to stay several
feet away. If someone is afraid of law enforcement, a plain-clothed deputy can respond. If someone can be calmed down by listening to their favorite song, a deputy
can play the song for them. Deputies can also address people by their names and
personalize their initial contact.
When incidents are concluded and the deputy clears the area, the information
will no longer be available on their phone. Also, for security purposes, digital
profile data are encrypted and stored in the cloud, not on the beacon (so losing the
beacon wouldn’t be a data security concern).The beacon can also help law enforcement coordinate missing person searches if a person with autism or dementia, for
example, goes missing and has a beacon on them.
All Scott County Sheriff’s deputies are expected to be trained and ready to use
the Vitals app by the end of this month, which is just in time for the large wave of
seasonal out-of-town visitors heading to our various entertainment venues in Scott
County. There will likely be registered users of the Vitals app coming from the
metro area, and it will provide us with valuable information on people we may need
to respond to or assist.
We will also be using the Vitals app during the intake process in our jail. Ideally,
as an individual is being booked, the app would provide us with critical information that we may not otherwise obtain immediately. This will help us better address
their specific needs and also streamline the booking process.
Our goal is to help people in need by connecting them with the right resources at
the right times. The app comes at a minimal cost for undeniable benefits.
If you have questions about the Vitals app, please feel free to contact me anytime using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by
phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail or in person
at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, Minnesota,
55379.
To create a profile or for more information, visit https://thevitalsapp.com/.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Overcoming crisis through
community -- how you can help

Scott SWCD staff member Scott Schneider met with local producer Rick
Stocker to discuss the benefits of adding additional conservation practices
designed to protect and improve soil.

SWCD works directly
with farmers to promote
conservation practices
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan promotes and supports conservation, but
local farmers are the ones who truly
protect our valuable natural resources.
They do this by incorporating conservation-minded practices into the way they
manage their cropland and livestock.
Since 1941, the Scott SWCD has supported these choices by providing sound
and practical technical advice, and in
many cases financial assistance. Farming methods and attitudes have changed
tremendously since then, however, and
so the way in which Scott SWCD provides support must change also. What
better way to learn how than to ask?
To that end, this spring staff from the
Scott SWCD met one-on-one with 22
farmers throughout the County. During these meetings, staff asked about
the farmers’ views on conservation
practices, and how the SWCD can best
continue its support. A strong focus was
placed on cover crops and nutrient management, but conversations ranged from
modern farming technologies to barriers
to adopting other conservation practices.
When asked why they use conservation
practices and methods on their land, pro-

ducers often expressed it is protect and
improve their soil. Healthier soil not
only benefits the environment, but also
makes farming for more profitable, and
therefore sustainable.
In 2012, the SWCD held similar
meetings, many with the same individuals. Based on feedback received then,
the SWCD and its partners -- including
the Scott Watershed Management Organization and Prior Lake Spring Lake
Watershed District -- made significant
changes to their financial assistance programs. This included creating a tiered
cost-share system in which a participant
can receive higher cost-share rates by
completing whole-farm assessments and
adopting advanced conservation measures. Feedback also led to a renewed
focus on building strong relationships
and growing trust within the community by delivering practical, timely, and
friendly services. All of these have continued into 2019.
With the 2019 meetings complete,
SWCD staff will use what they learn to
better address needs within Scott County’s rural community and make pro-conservation choices by our farmers more
common than ever.

Road projects

traffic in that corridor while the main interchange at
TH 169/41/78 is constructed.
Local businesses and destinations will remain open
during construction. In mid-2019, permanent access
will change on both sides of TH 169 (between CH 14
and CH 78/CH 41).
Highway 169 is open to traffic during construction,
but plan ahead if you’re traveling through the area.
Single-lane traffic is possible during non-peak and
overnight hours.
Local road restrictions, closures, and detours will
occur throughout construction. A one-month closure
of CH 41 west of TH 169 is anticipated in 2020.
All dates are approximate; weather and contractor
schedule-dependent.
Scott County, in partnership with the City of Prior
Lake and the State of Minnesota, will reconstruct CH
21 through downtown Prior Lake from West Ave. SE
to Franklin Trail. The project includes the construction
of roundabouts at the intersections of CH 21 and TH
13 and at CH 21 with Arcadia Ave. Bids for the project
will be opened after this issue of the SCENE has gone
to press, and if they are accepted, work on the project
could begin in late July. An update regarding project
staging and timing will be provided in the August/September SCENE.
The project will:
• Reconstruct the intersection of CH 21 and
Duluth Ave. with right-in and right-out access
from and to eastbound (EB) CH 21 and left-in
access from westbound (WB) CH 21;

By the time this article is published, we will be in the middle of another summer storm season. This year has already experienced a number of challenging
events. Last winter, five thousand residents in Savage lost power when temperatures dropped to -20F. In March, three hundred homes in Jordan were impacted
when a creek rose by more than four feet in two hours. During each of these events,
residents had to decide if they could safely remain in their homes or if they needed
to find shelter elsewhere.
Scott County Emergency Management has been building sheltering capacity
over the past two years. We have built a strong partnership with the Twin Cities
Chapter of the American Red Cross. We’ve been meeting with representatives of
potential shelter locations and developing pre-disaster service contracts. Each of
these actions is aimed to provide citizens and guests access to a safe, well-managed
shelter when an emergency occurs.
After Hurricane Katrina, emergency management professionals learned that
many people would not evacuate unless they knew that there was a safe place to
bring their pets. The Federal PETS act requires a pet shelter be opened when a
human shelter is opened. Pet shelters are required to care for normal household
pets. (We don’t take snakes or other reptiles, except turtles.) Thankfully, opening
shelters remains a rare event, yet 40 residents and more than 10 pets were sheltered
the first night of flooding in Jordan. Scott County volunteers quickly responded to
provide excellent support to those in need.
Our partners at the Red Cross have extensive experience managing short-term
shelter locations. They can provide the cots, trained staff, and food to support
people displaced. What they cannot provide is an immediate shelter. A Red Cross
shelter team can take six to eight hours to assemble, deploy, and set up a shelter.
During a severe weather event, challenging travel conditions could further delay
their response. This leaves a gap that has been filled by Scott County volunteers.
During the Jordan flash flooding event, volunteers from the Sheriff’s SAFCOM
unit and Reserve unit quickly deployed to the Jordan High School. These volunteers joined Jordan High School staff in welcoming and caring for the displaced
residents and their pets. After a few hours, the Red Cross shelter was set up for
the residents. Pets were safely transported to a pet shelter set up at Scott County’s
Regional Training Center located near Jordan; Scott County volunteers ran the pet
shelter for the five nights that the Red Cross shelter remained open. Displaced
residents were assured knowing that their pets were receiving great care during this
difficult time.
The Emergency Management Division of the Sheriff’s Office is currently
seeking volunteers to strengthen its human and pet sheltering teams. Volunteers will join the SAFCOM unit and receive training and experience supporting a
short-term human shelter and/or an animal shelter. Volunteers can pick which team
they are best suited to support. The role of the human sheltering team is to respond
to a predesignated shelter location, register guests, and provide for their immediate
needs until a Red Cross shelter is activated. The pet shelter team will deploy to
a shelter location, set up, then care for the displaced pets. As the pet shelter may
be open for a number of days and nights, we would like to develop a large group
of volunteers for this mission. We are currently working with regional partners to
obtain additional pet sheltering equipment.
Anyone who is interested in serving the community on a sheltering team or in
another role, can contact Scott County’s volunteer coordinator Cara Madsen by
phone (952) 496-8169 or e-mail at cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us.

From page 1

•

Reconstruct and perform soil corrections on CH
21 to repair the sinking pavement on eastbound
CH 21 near West Ave;
• Reconstruct the intersection of CH 21 and Main
Ave. with right-in and right-out access from and
to WB CH 21 and left-in access from EB CH
21 and with right-in and right-out access to and
from EB CH 21;
• Reconstruct the intersection of TH 13 and
Pleasant St. with right-in and right-out access
from and to southbound (SB) TH 13 and left-in
access from northbound (NB) TH 13, including
soil corrections on TH 13.
• Construct pedestrian facilities consisting of
a trail along the southerly side of CH 21, a
sidewalk along the northerly side of CH 21,
and several pedestrian crossings -- including a
pedestrian-activated crossing of CH 21 at Main
Ave., complete with warning lights and overhead
assemblies.
• Incorporate extensive street and landscaping
amenities along the CH 21 corridor as part of
Prior Lake’s vision for its downtown district.
This project is coordinated with Minnesota Department of Transportation’s (MnDOT’s) TH 13 pavement
replacement from TH 282/CH 17 to CH 21, and includes turn lane construction at various intersections
and a traffic signal at CH 12 (170th Street SW). Beginning May 13, MnDOT’s project required the closing of
TH 13 along this section for several months. Detours
are marked.

In addition, the City of Prior is reconstructing Duluth Ave. at TH 13 and at Village Lake Dr. Although
there will be significant construction activity in the
downtown area, access to businesses will remain open
at all times. The three agencies have hired a construction project community liaison to ensure coordination
and communication throughout the projects.
Please visit www.scottcountymn.gov/roads to sign
up for road alerts and find project information, schedules, closures, detours, and expected delays for all of
Scott County road construction projects.
Additional Scott County 2019
road construction projects:
• Completion of CH 42/TH 13 reconstruction
(Boone Ave. to Louisiana Ave.)
2019 pavement overlays :
• CH 2: TH 13 to CH 23
• CH 5: Laredo Ave to Hickory Blvd
• CH 16: Sarazin to CH 83, including trail
rehabilitation
• CH 53: TH 19 to TH 169
• CH 89: CH 2 to CH 8
2019 pavement sealcoats: numerous locations
Roadway sign replacement: CH 101, CH 23, CH
17, CH 16, CH 8, and CH 68 corridors
Turn lane and bypass lane construction at 10
intersections on CH 8 and one intersection on
CH 27
Traffic signal installation (MnDOT): CH 12 at
TH 13

