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Convenient travel

Hop Scott is getting residents
from here to there
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Team work improves safety

Local law enforcement agencies
work “Toward Zero Deaths”
Page 5

Bringing their best

Bringing beauty to a blank wall
It’s been a long, rough couple of
years for everyone. The global pandemic wreaked havoc in just about
every way imaginable, from the mundane to the catastrophic. And for our
younger generations, it will have an
impact far more lasting and profound
than could possibly know for years.
Scott County has partnered with
Shakopee High School (SHS) for
several years, serving as a “co-champion” of the Human Services Academy, but also fostering and oversee-

ing opportunities for students through
the CAPS program as well as through
the many professional development
programs offered through the school.
The COVID pandemic, as it had in so
many other ways, upended all of the
well-laid plans, hopes, and dreams
our schools had for their students…
as well as how to continue providing
solid, meaningful opportunities for
the County to help prepare their young
people for life after high school.
But just as spring must always ar-

rive after every brutal winter, signs of
hope and renewal are now, thankfully,
starting to reveal themselves. During
the myriad closures, restrictions, and
shifts to “alternate” working and educational arrangements of the last few
years, Scott County’s construction
on the new Government Center West
(and renovation of the Justice Center,
Law Enforcement Center, and Government Center East) continued with
little delay. And in 2022, these new
CAP MURAL PROJECT to page 11

Ready to vote?
Mid-term election set for Nov. 8
We have a midterm election in November! (It’s called a
“midterm” because it is nearly two years into a president’s
four-year term.) But all elections are equally important,
so here’s some information that could help you in the one
coming up this fall.
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4-Hers stand out
at the Fair
Page 10

Shakopee High School students involved with the CAPS program (pictured left to right: Kassidy Vo, Lynda
Nguyen, Lindsay Brewer, and Sydney Bethel; not pictured, Hayden Tran) planned, designed, and painted a
mural on a blank wall in the waiting room of the Human Services area of the new Scott County Government
Center East. A short video of the project can be viewed online at https://youtu.be/sKKwczbidwY.

Which races are on the ballot?
Ballots will include races for U.S. Representative for
District 2, all state offices (including state senator, state
representative, governor and lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state auditor, attorney general, and several
judicial offices). Other races in Scott County specifically
include county commissioners in Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5 as
well as county sheriff and county attorney, all five Soil and
Water Conservation District supervisors and various city,
township, and school district offices. The full Notice of
Filing is on display in the Scott County Government Center atrium as well as on our website at https://scottcountymn.gov/677/Elections-Department.
When do elections begin?
Absentee voting for the General Election begins September 23 and runs through November 7. General Election Day is November 8. Again, check the website at
https://scottcountymn.gov/677/Elections-Department for
more information.
How and where can you vote?
• You can vote by mail: Apply online for an absentee

•

ballot through the Office of the Secretary of
State at https://www.sos.state.mn.us/electionsvoting/other-ways-to-vote or complete an
absentee ballot application and return to us
by mail or email. Return details are listed on
the back of the application located at https://
scottcountymn.gov/677/Elections-Department
(select “Absentee Voting” from the dropdown
options).
You can choose to vote in person by absentee
(early): Any Scott County voter can cast their
ballot between September 23 and November
7 at the Scott County Public Works facility
(located at 600 Country Trail E, Jordan). We
will not be offering in-person voting at
the Government Center. **New this year!

2022 ELECTION to page 12
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Federal funds help with court
backlog, child protection, more

A year ago, as we were transitioning from summer to fall, I wrote about the
Scott County Board beginning discussions on the use of American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funds -- the federal funds that were designated to help accelerate the
economic recovery from the COVID pandemic.
The ARPA funds have been allocated for some very specific uses; the County
Board has some discretion over their investment, but must still meet some definitive
guidelines. After reviewing these guidelines, the County Board provided direction
for ARPA fund investments. The selected projects underwent more research, and
several have been brought forward individually for final investment approval.
Through our analysis, we determined one of the County’s business areas hit
particularly hard hit by the pandemic was the court system. As such, the County
Board made a temporary investment of ARPA funds directed to improving the court
backlog, which included an investment in the County Attorney and Community
Corrections offices. These investments, plus the continued efforts by Court Administration to move cases forward, has led to a significant reduction in case backlog.
In short, these actions have allowed court cases to be resolved sooner, and victims
and their loved ones can begin to move forward in more fully restoring some normalcy to their lives.
Another partnership that has moved forward was the construction of a daycare
center at the SouthWest Metro school campus, in which the school district has taken the lead in construction and operation. One of the biggest barriers for adults in
finishing their high school degree or continuing their education is access to affordable drop-in daycare; this partnership between the school district and the County
was one of many ideas developed by working together with our partners through
the Live Learn Earn initiative. The construction of this center is well underway,
with an anticipated opening of this fall as students return to school.
The Open Library in Jordan was a pilot program that opened in autumn 2021.
Based on the success of that pilot, the County Board committed to providing open
library access to our other library branches with the use of ARPA funds. The work
is being completed in Elko New Market, with a fall opening planned. (Supply
chain issues delayed the opening somewhat, but the partnership between the City
and County in planning and work to support this opening are all in place.) Further,
the planning for Open Libraries in Belle Plaine and Savage are now in progress; additionally, Savage is looking at an expansion to their facility which – when coupled
with the County’s investment – could potentially move the Savage library project
forward at a faster pace then originally planned.
The County Board also committed funds to work on prevention services for
child protection placement based on educational neglect. In partnership with the
non-profit St. David’s, these services have been designed for families who are
struggling with school attendance. Study after study correlates the importance of
regular attendance with school success; presently, for youth 12 and under who have
a certain number of unexcused absences, truancy often leads to placement in “deepend” child protection services. This partnership with St. David’s and our school
districts is aimed at reducing (if not eliminating) these absences and working with
families on overcoming their barriers to attending classes. This program will begin
this fall, with annual outcome reports to the County Board.
The County has hosted three housing roundtables with our faith communities
and non-profits focused on identifying ways to provide homeless families more
stable, short-term housing options. Currently, 13 faith organizations in Scott and
Carver Counties support Beacon’s Families Moving Forward program by providing living spaces and food for one-week rotations; the goal of these discussions was
to identify a more steady, reliable location for families with an emergency housing
need while still maintaining the community/faith support -- a critical part of the
program’s success. These roundtables have discussed relevant data, looked into the
types of supports that are needed for families to achieve success, met with a highly
successful non-profit working on emergency housing issues, initiated a home renovation project (led by a local faith organization), and developed several additional
proposals in the process of being submitted.
Of course, other projects are being reviewed for further discussion and approval
over the course of the next year. We will continue to keep you updated, and our
website (www.scottcountymn.gov) is a great resource for up-to-date developments.
Finally, as always, I encourage you to get outside and enjoy our seasonal transition from summer to fall and the wonderful things our communities have to offer!
(Check out a few events on page 3!)

Members of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Chapter 48-7 New
Prague, will honor Vietnam Veterans on September 10 at Sutton Ridge Farm.

Military Appreciation
Family Day at the Farm
set for September 10
The Disabled American Veterans of
Minnesota (DAV of MN) is set to take
part in their third annual “Military Appreciation Family Day at the Farm.”
This is a day to acknowledge and thank
all of our American Veterans who currently serve and those who continue to
sacrifice past their days of active service. This fundraiser will take place on
Sutton Ridge Farm in rural Jordan; arrive early to participate in the special
Vietnam veterans tribute!
Jennifer Jensen -- farmer, owner, and
operator of Sutton Ridge Farm -- stated,
“We, along with our community, are
seeking to be a blessing to our military
veterans and thank them with a day of
honor and enjoyment.”
This event not only provides support
to families of all military members and
veterans, but also increases awareness
of the services offered by Minnesota
DAV and presents a variety of available
resources. Activities offered at the event
include:
• Interviews with local Vietnam
Veterans
• DAV MN keynote speaker
• Speakers from various veterans’
organizations
• Flag raising ceremony by Prior
Lake VFW 6208
• WWII aircraft flyover by the T-6
Thunder flight crew
• Live musical performances by
international jazz artists, Johnny
Holliday and Willie Moore
• Kids “boot camp,” featuring a
60-foot-long obstacle course with
inflatable climbing wall
• Various farm activities, including
sheep shearing, corn shelling, and
self-guided farm tours
• Catered lunch by Texas Roadhouse
and many free concessions
• Silent auction
• Minnesota Military Radio on-site
with host, Tom Lyons (Vietnam
veteran, USAF)
• Hay wagon rides, local vendors,
and more!

About Minnesota DAV:
Minnesota DAV (www.DAVMN.org)
is membership organization made up exclusively of Minnesota men and women
disabled in our nation’s defense and is
dedicated to a single purpose: fulfilling
our promises to the men and women who
served. Statewide, there are more than
19,000 members. Minnesota DAV’s network of services — free of charge to all
veterans — is supported by membership
dues and charitable contributions.
Minnesota DAV also has a foundation that acts as the charitable “giving
arm,” providing financial resources for
projects and programs directly supporting veterans and their families throughout Minnesota. The Minnesota DAV
Foundation was founded in 1994, and
supports veteran-related programs, services, projects, and community grants
aimed at filling the gaps and needs of
Minnesota veterans and their families.
About Sutton Ridge Farm:
Sutton Ridge Farm (www.SuttonRidgeFarm.com) is a family-run working farm that showcases many of the
traditional farming practices, from rotational grazing and crop diversity to integrated, multi-species animal husbandry.
This approach helps to ensure good
health for the animals and the land. We
are home to a diverse group of unique
farm animals that allow us to grow and
raise high-quality food and beautiful,
natural fibers for textiles, crafting, and
art.

This event is free to all military
members, $8 for military families, $20
for the public, and free for children five
and under. To learn more and register,
visit at davmn.org/events. Registration
deadline is Sept. 6, 2022.
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022: 10 a.m. – 4
p.m., gates open at 9:30 a.m.
Sutton Ridge Farm, 1500 West 200th
Street, Jordan, MN 55352

The Jordan American Legion Honor
Guard presented the flag at last
year’s event.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Commissioners’ Corner
September 6		
September 13		
September 20		
September 27		

County Board meetings through November
-----

County Board Meeting
County Board Workshop
County Board Meeting/ Regional Rail
Special County Board Meeting

October 4		
October 11		
October 18		
October 25		

-----

County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting
Budget Workshop

November 1		
November 8 		
November 15		
November 18		
November 25		

------

Community Health Board/County Board Meeting
no meeting
County Board Meeting
2023 County Board Planning Workshop
no meeting

The Scott County Board of Commissioners meets typically on the first and third
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. Upcoming meeting dates are listed above. Visit the Scott
County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view Board agendas, minutes of previous meetings, and on-demand video of Board meetings. For further information
about Board meetings, contact County Administration at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want
to serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner? The Scott County Board of
Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on advisory committees.
For more information on each board or to apply to serve on a committee, visit the
www.scottcountymn.gov and click on “Connect With Us!” The deadline to apply
is November 1, 2022.
If you have further questions, please contact Cara Madsen at (952) 496-8169 or
cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us. Please note that some of the vacancies may have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed.
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Autumn events in Scott County
Even though there’s a definite
autumnal nip in the air these days,
there’s still time to attend a variety
of festivals, get acquainted with other
Scott County residents, and spend
time with old friends. Below is a
schedule of some of the upcoming
local events in and around your community. Please contact Lisa Kohner,
Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 if you would
like to have your organization’s activities or special events highlight-

Heimatfest car cruise

ed in a future issue, and be sure to
check your local papers and community websites for further details!

Sept. 9: Heimatfest Car Cruise, dance, 4:30 - 11:30 p.m.; downtown
Jordan
Sept. 10: Heimatfest 5K, parade, festival, fireworks, 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.;
downtown Jordan and Lagoon Park, Visit jordanheimatfest.com for details
Sept. 16: Dozínky Classic Car Cruise, Zero K, dance, 5 p.m.; Main St. W.,
New Prague.
Sept. 17: Dozinky Czech Harvest Festival, parade, 10 a.m.; Main St. W.,
New Prague. Visit https://newprague.com/news-and-events/dozinky-forvisitors/ for more information
Sept. 17: Rock the Lot 70’s & 80’s free concert, 7 - 10:30 p.m.; music by
the band Wreckless. Ribs and more, St. John’s Catholic School, corner of
Broadway and Second St., Jordan
Sept. 18: Parish Fall Festival, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.; St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church, 313 2nd St. E., Jordan, Visit sjbjordan.org for information
Oct. 8: Scenic Byway River Run, 8:15 a.m.; 401 N Cedar St., Belle Plaine
Oct. 29: Elko New Market Halloween Party, 10 a.m. – 12 noon; Eagle View
Elementary School, 25600 Nevada Avenue, Elko New Market
Nov. 19: 5K Turkey Trot and Kids Fun Run, 8 a.m.; through the rolling hills
of Mystic Lake. Visit daktoahsport.com/turkeytrot for information
Dec. 2: Holiday Parade of Lights & Celebration, 6:30 p.m.; New Prague
Memorial Park
Dec. 3: Jordan Dazzle parade, 6 p.m.; downtown Jordan

Board of Adjustment/Planning Advisory Commission -- Seven vacancies (one in
each Commissioner District, two at-large). The purpose of the Board of Adjustment
is to issue variance from the terms set forth in the County Zoning ordinance.
Community Corrections Advisory Board – Two vacancies (Commissioner Districts
3 and 5). This board is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County
Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections.
Community Development Agency (CDA) – One vacancy (Commissioner District 5).
The mission of this board is to strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing
affordable housing opportunities to families, promoting economic development, and
fostering coordination of public and private resources.
Extension Committee – One vacancy (Commissioner District 1). This committee
assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating
professional staff to improve the quality of life and enhance the economy and
environment through education and applied research in partnership with the University
of Minnesota.
Human Services Resource Council – Eight vacancies (three in Commissioner
Districts 1; one each in Commissioner Districts 2, 3, and 5; and two in
Commissioner District 4). This council participates in the formation of the Strategic
plan for development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the
County Board.
Library Board of Advisors -- Two vacancies (one each in Commissioner Districts
4 and 5). The mission of this board is to carry out a variety of responsibilities to ensure
that the library operates from a solid and trusted foundation shaped by the community
it serves.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council -- Nine vacancies (can reside in any
Commissioner District). The council is a subcommittee of the Human Services
Resource Council with an emphasis on Mental Health services.
Parks Advisory Commission -- Seven vacancies (one in each Commissioner
District, and two at-large). The purpose is to provide leadership and direction in the
areas of parks, trails and open space planning and implementation.
Scott Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) -- Two vacancies (must reside
within this watershed district). This commission gives oversight on policy issues;
budget, plan and program priorities; advisory support for the WMO board; and uses and
implements the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee -- Two vacancies (must reside in Scott County).
This committee is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board
of Commissioners as they relate to solid waste management.
Vermillion River Watershed Management Organization (WMO) -- One vacancy
(must reside within this watershed district). This commission gives guidance
regarding the watershed management plan, which manages water resources in a
335-square-mile area that includes all or part of 20 cities and townships.
To find out which Scott County Commissioner District you reside in, visit pollfinder at
sos.state.mn.us.

Sight-in guns for hunting season
Public shooting for rifle and shotgun slug sightin is scheduled at the SCALE Regional Training
Facility on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 12 noon – 4
p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 30 from 12 noon – 3 p.m.
The fee to use the facility range is $15 for 20
minutes of shooting time. Hearing protection and
safety glasses are required; call (952) 496-8979 to
make an appointment. Check the RTF website at
www.scottcountymn.gov/rtf for additional info.
For questions or more information, please contact Chris Meyer at (952) 496-8979 or via email at
chrismeyer@co.scott.mn.us.

Make an appointment
now at the SCALE
Regional Training
Facility.
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Volunteer drivers
make a difference for
Hop Scott program

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Using funds from a “Live Well at
Home” grant, Scott County’s transit
unit, SmartLink, purchased three minivans to be used as part of the new Hop
Scott volunteer driver program. These
minivans are wheelchair accessible and
located in several locations throughout
the County. The goal is to help those individuals in Scott County communities
Steelhead Outdoors Co-Founders Corey Meyer and Charlie Pehrson, 2021
that can’t drive (or don’t have access to
transportation) get where they need to Maria Samuelson, Hop Scott Volunteer FAST-TRACK Challenge grand prize award winners, were named semigo. Destinations often include medi- Driver Coordinator, enjoyed a ride with finalists for the Minnesota Cup.
cal appointments, County services, ac- two clients from Jordan.
cess to food or other goods/services, and
many other places around Scott County.
When it was initially launched, passenger trips were not an option due to
COVID-19 constraints; as such, the
Hop Scott program began working with
local food shelves in late 2021 to help
make deliveries in our smaller, more
The Scott County Center for Endesigns and builds customizable
rural communities. Lack of transportatrepreneurship (CFE) is pleased to anand configurable American-made
tion is often a barrier to individuals or
nounce that three Scott County CFE
modular gun safes. https://www.
families that would like to shop at local
Business Partners and past FASTsteelheadoutdoors.com/
food shelves, which often have limited was finally able to start giving passen- TRACK Challenge winners were selectdays and hours of operation. Hop Scott ger rides, and one success story comes ed as semi-finalists for the Minnesota As a part of the Minnesota Cup
was able to jump in and assist with de- from our own Scott County government Cup! Hundreds of applications were competition…
livering food to those who otherwise family. The Anchor Center is an adult submitted for this statewide business • Semi-finalists were paired
may not have been able to receive addi- mental health community support cen- competition which is a community-led,
with Minnesota Cup
tional help and support from local food ter located at the Government Center in public/private partnership that supports
mentors. Companies received
shelves.
Shakopee. Open two days per week, the Minnesota’s entrepreneurs. For more
access to 15 free workshops and
One organization in Elko New Mar- Anchor Center offers many services to information, visit https://carlsonschool.
educational sessions, statewide
ket is Hope for the Community, a food help individuals thrive in their commu- umn.edu/mn-cup.
exposure and press coverage,
distribution service started by husband nities, maintain stability, and maximize
The following Scott County CFE
opportunities to meet with
and wife team Jim and Jodi Muelken. self-sufficiency. Transportation has of- companies were selected as semi-finalinvestors, and meet strategic
Along with many volunteers, Hope ten been a challenge to bring individuals ists, listed alphabetically:
partners.
for the Community offers groceries to Shakopee from the more rural com- • Baby Know: Education and
• Semi-finalists prepared a pitch
in a “drive-thru” format in the city of munities in Scott County.
Training Category, Baby Know was
deck, business plan, and oneElko New Market. Food is delivered,
Lorie Reller, Social Work Supervia 2021 Scott County FAST-TRACK
minute video for their companies
sorted, and packaged on Mondays, and sor with the Adult Mental Health Team,
Challenge second place winner.
in July.
the distribution begins on the following said, “Having Hop Scott provide transThe company provides new
• In August, the Division
Wednesday with cars pulling into the portation to the Anchor Center has alparents with a holistic approach
judges scored and selected
parking lot and volunteers loading gro- lowed us to increase the number of parto their child’s development,
finalists.   Three companies from
ceries into their vehicles. Reaching be- ticipants in our program. The staff and
including information, tools, and
each
category were selected.
yond the city of Elko New Market often drivers are so friendly and easy to coorstrategies to create strong parent•
Finalists’
pitches (12-minute pitch
stretches resources, and volunteer driv- dinate with.”
child relationships, incorporating
and
18-minute
Q&A) were held
ers are always in demand. Hop Scott
Did you know Scott County has opdevelopmental milestones and
August
30,
31,
and September
has been able to take deliveries from erated a volunteer driver program for
nurturing emotional well-being for
1.
The
top
three
in each division
Elko New Market to the surrounding 20 years? In the past, volunteer drivers
all family members. https://www.
received
coaching,
and up to
communities, bringing fresh food and would use their personal vehicle to take
babyknow.org/
$25,000
in
seed
capital.
packaged goods to families and indi- clients to appointments. With the purviduals in need.
chase of the three minivans, volunteers • IntelligentRx: Life Science/Health • Division winners (top one in each
category) will present pitches
“Hop Scott has been so helpful to now have the option of using a personal
IT, IntelligentRx was a 2020 Scott
to a Grand Prize Review Board
us this year. Even though we have over vehicle or using one of the Hop Scott
County FAST-TRACK Challenge
on Sept. 16, with the final award
100 dedicated volunteers, we some- vans. This offers much more flexibilrunner-up. The company is a
ceremony Sept. 19. The Grand
times struggle to find help with deliver- ity for volunteers to choose what works
healthcare savings innovation
ies. Hop Scott has integrated seamlessly best for them, and allows Hop Scott to
Prize winner takes home $50,000!
company with a mission to increase
into our system and it’s helping us every provide better service to those needing
access to affordable healthcare
event! Thank you, Hop Scott volun- assistance with transportation.
While these three FAST-TRACK
for everyone. IntelligentRx has
teers,” said Jim and Jodi Muelken.
Challenge
winners prepared for the
Maria Samuelson, Volunteer Driver
developed on on-line pricing tool
Starting in spring 2022, Hop Scott Coordinator for Hop Scott, had lots of
Minnesota
Cup,
the Scott County CFE
designed to make prescriptions
has
been
preparing
for the 6th Annual
wonderful things to say: “Hop Scott is
affordable for all. https://
Scott County FAST-TRACK Challenge.
a new, fresh way of helping others! I
intelligentrx.com/
The event will be held Thursday, Oct.
love the idea of having vans as a tool to
helping more than one person at a time. • Steelhead Outdoors: General
13, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. at Savage City
Watching new clients come on board for
Category, Steelhead Outdoors is the Hall. For more information contact Jo
deliveries or appointments is awesome!
Foust, Scott County CFE, at jfoust@
2021 Scott County FAST-TRACK
We are reaching people in the rural arscottfss.org.
Challenge winner. The company
eas, and that makes me very happy! Our
volunteer drivers enjoy helping clients
and meeting new people.”
If you’re interested in becoming a
Hop Scott volunteer drivers can use
their own vehicles or one of three volunteer driver, please reach out to
vans purchased by the County with transit@co.scott.mn.us or fill out an apgrant funds.
plication at www.scottvolunteers.com.

Three Scott County FASTTRACK winners named
state semi-finalists

Want more information
about Scott County?

Visit www.scottcountymn.gov/list.aspx to sign up for
e-mail and/or text message alerts on everything from
County Board and Planning Advisory Commission agendas
and minutes to road and transit updates, bid postings,
emergency alerts, and much more!

IntelligentRx
Founder
Thomas
Kosgeiwas was a 2020 FAST-TRACK
Challenge runner-up and is a current
state semi-finalist.

Baby Know Founder Candi (Walz)
Seil, a 2021 FAST-TRACK Challenge
second place award winner, is a
semi-finalist for the Minnesota Cup.
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Education, enforcement reduce traffic fatalities

Each year in Minnesota, hundreds of
people die, and thousands more are injured, in traffic crashes. Many of these
crashes are not “accidents,” but rather
preventable events due largely to driver
behavior. To combat this epidemic, the
Department of Public Safety works with
state agencies, organizations, and stakeholders to find remedies based in education, enforcement, engineering and
emergency care — and drive Minnesota
Toward Zero Deaths.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office
participates in Toward Zero Deaths
(“TZD”), a grant-funded, interagency
traffic safety program that is based on
the belief that even one traffic-related
death on our roads is unacceptable. The
grant focuses on enforcement of specific
traffic safety laws believed to be direct
contributing factors to traffic accidentrelated injuries, including impaired
driving, texting while driving, seat belt
use, and speed. TZD also targets the use
of safety equipment, including safety
belts, child restraint seats, and helmets
for motorcyclists and bicyclists, which
is a critically important factor in the prevention of death and injury in a crash.
TZD consists of “the four Es”: Education, to change driving behavior;
Emergency medical and trauma services, to provide coordinated emergency
responses when a crash does occur; Engineering, to modify roadways to make
them safer; and Enforcement, to ensure
compliance with traffic laws. The judicial system is the fifth component, supporting TZD by upholding citations.
Scott County belongs to the Metro
region of the TZD program that was
formed in 2013, which also includes
Anoka, Carver, Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, and Washington Counties. Regions are encouraged to look
at data specific to their areas to identify
factors leading to fatal and serious injury crashes, then work with their constituents to implement proven countermeasures. There are also county-specific TZD coalitions, and the Shakopee
Police Department serves as the grant
coordinator which prepares the application for all agencies within Scott County
who wish to participate.
The TZD enforcement grant program

Scott County participates in the Toward Zero Deaths partnership.

provides federal funds to law enforcement agencies to work special traffic
details, concentrating on specific traffic
problems such as:
•

The “move over law” (move over
for emergency vehicles with lights
activated)
• Child safety seat usage
• Distracted driving
• Impaired driving
• Seat belt usage
• Speeding
Holidays are particularly problematic for traffic safety. While most
crashes do occur during winter months
or in good driving conditions, holidays
generally have higher crash rates than
non-holiday time periods. Celebrations,
additional travel, and alcohol consumption during holidays create a dangerous
traffic safety environment. Aside from

major holidays, other days and events
-- such as the Super Bowl, St. Patrick’s
Day, Cinco de Mayo, Halloween, hunting and fishing opening weekends, and
the time period between Memorial Day
and Labor Day (called the 100 Deadly
Days of Summer) -- can have spikes in
DWIs and traffic crashes.
It’s no secret that we are conducting
these saturation patrols – whenever possible, TZD shifts are conducted as high
visibility enforcement. High visibility
enforcement is defined within the grant
as more than one squad car working in
one designated area. This is why you
will often see squad cars from neighboring agencies stopping vehicles throughout the County. When there are more
participating agencies, it creates a greater police presence, which in turn creates
general deterrence because it increases
the risk (or perceived risk) that drivers

breaking the law will be caught. Other
visibility efforts may include message
boards, road signs, or social media
posts, all designed to make enforcement
efforts obvious to the public. There has
been a decline in road fatalities since the
implementation of the TZD program in
2003, primarily due to conscious decision-making about traffic safety issues.
Simultaneously, there has been an effort
to change human behavior factors. Minnesota was a leader among the states in
the development of innovative drunk
driving countermeasures, and the benefits of action in these areas are clear: Although there has been a steady increase
in the number of drivers and vehicles,
there continues to be a steady decrease
in the fatality rate per hundred million
miles of travel. In short, Minnesota traffic fatalities are trending downward.
Despite fatal crash numbers trending
down, as of the end of July, there have
been seven fatalities on Scott County
roads this year. If we continue on that
trajectory, total fatalities will be higher
than it’s been in the past five years.

While reaching zero traffic deaths
may not be attainable in our lifetime,
it is a goal. And the operative word to
measure our progress is “towards.” Ultimately, the greatest factor in reducing
crashes is individual driver behavior.
Every Minnesota motorist can reduce
crashes by obeying traffic laws, using
safety equipment, and exercising patience behind the wheel. Collectively,
we can reduce crashes and their consequences and drive Towards Zero Deaths.
If you have questions, contact Scott
County Sheriff Luke Hennen by email
at LHennen@co.scott.mn.us, by phone
at (952) 496-8625, or in person, or visit
our website at www.scottcountymn.
gov/sheriff.
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Fall 2022 Programs
FAMILY CANOEING
Cleary Lake
Saturday, September 3
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
8+

FAMILY KAYAKING
Clear Lake
Sunday, September 11
1–3 p.m.
8+

GEOCACHING UNDER THE
FULL MOON

GREENFIT NORDIC WALKING

Cleary Lake
Saturday, October 8
7:30–8 p.m.

Cleary Lake/Murphy-Hanrehan
Wednesdays, October 19, 26,
November 2, 9
10–11:15 a.m.
18+

BEGINNER ARCHERY

FLY FISHING BASICS

Cleary Lake
Sunday, October 9
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

FAMILY ARCHERY
Cleary Lake
Sunday, October 9
1–3 p.m.
8+

Cleary Lake
Sunday, October 23
1–3 p.m.
12+

HALLOWEEN GEOCACHING
Murphy-Hanrehan
Sunday, October 30
1–2:30 p.m.

Programs
Play outside, discover wild spaces or try something new this fall!
Explore on guided hikes, go for a moon-lit paddle, volunteer to
collect prairie seeds and more! New offerings added each month.
Find your next adventure today at ThreeRiversParks.link/Programs

FREE Wellness Programming
Continues Year Round!

Time in nature improves physical, mental and social
health! Join us for free outdoor wellness programs
tailored to enhance wellbeing and provide tools to
engage in outdoor wellness on your own.
Visit ThreeRiversParks.org/Programs (Keyword Search Wellness)

or

Contact Annie Bunio (abunio@co.scott.mn.us, 612-322-5746)
to receive a list of upcoming programs, to be added to the
monthly e-newsletter, or to schedule a private group program.

Parks

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

The Landing

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071 | 763-694-7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers fishing,
picnic areas, a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for hiking, a canoe
launch and beach.

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379 | 763-694-7784
Visit The Landing to discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives
on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline
from the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. The park offers a trail along the
river, picnic areas and fishing opportunities.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for everyone.
Amenities include a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of paved trail around Cleary
Lake, 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, beach, lighted cross-country ski trails
and more.

Share Your Vision!
We are in the middle of updating the Cleary Lake Regional Park Master Plan! We
want your feedback on the design concepts based on the community suggestions
we have received throughout the earlier stages of the planning process. Visit
LetsTalkThreeRivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan for more details.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine
resources to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378 | 763-694-7777
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges, hilly
terrain and an extensive lush forest. This park is a favorite spot for mountain bikers,
hikers, horseback riders and experienced cross-country skiers. With the exception of
the trails and 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park remains in a natural state, making it
a great location for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park
15851 Skuya Drive NW, Prior Lake, MN 55372 | 763-694-7777
Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a
10-acre dog off-leash area. Walkers, bikers and in-lines skaters enjoy rolling hills,
woods and meadows.

Share Your Vision!
We are beginning the final phase of the Spring Lake Regional Park Development
Master Plan for the Lakefront section of the park. Give us your feedback on the
design at LetsTalkThreeRivers.org.

ScottCountyMN.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Building code turns 50

Code promotes consistency, safety

Southern Valley Alliance
aids domestic violence
victims for 40 years
Southern Valley Alliance (SVA),
a nonprofit serving Carver and Scott
Counties of Minnesota, is celebrating 40 years of service. SVA provides
victims of domestic violence and their
families with support, referrals, protection, and advocacy.
In 1982, a local woman who had
experienced spousal abuse joined with
community volunteers to establish
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered
Women. In 2020, under the leadership of Christie Larson, the nonprofit
rebranded and shortened its name to
Southern Valley Alliance to be more
inclusive toward all victims. In 2021,
SVA purchased a building in Shakopee
to where it will relocate its current office
and offer enhanced support services and
access to services. The new location is
being funded by the capital campaign:
“Restoring Hope. Rebuilding Lives.”
Today, SVA continues to be the only
nonprofit domestic violence agency located in Carver and Scott Counties and
has assisted more than 22,000 individuals. Last year alone, SVA answered
1,192 calls on their 24/7 free and confidential crisis line, and assisted 817
victim-survivors in our community with
programs and services that include court

advocacy, safe housing partnerships,
support groups, and safety planning.
“While we would like to think it
doesn’t happen in our community,
the unfortunate truth is that domestic
violence is present everywhere,” said
Christie Larson, Executive Director of
Southern Valley Alliance. “Domestic
violence shelters in adjacent urban areas (Minneapolis and its suburbs) are
consistently full, and we are seeing an
increase in clients’ needs with emergency assistance on the rise --from 41
two years ago to 70 in less than nine
months of this fiscal year.”
Local citizens, businesses, and organizations can get involved with SVA’s
prevention efforts. Hanging SVA’s Crisis Line Poster in public places; following and sharing SVA’s social media posts; inviting SVA to speak at a
local club, event, faith community, or
school; and volunteering or donating
money are all ways community members can help.
For more information, contact Christie Larson at (952) 873-4214 or executivedirector@svamn.org, visit svamn.
org, or follow SVA on social media:
@SouthernValleyAlliance (Facebook)
and @svamn2020 (Instagram).

Building codes have a long history. In
fact, the earliest known written building
code is included in the Code of Hammurabi, which dates from circa 1772 BC.
The purpose of having such a code is
to promote uniformity, and there are a
number of benefits to this -- such as providing a way for the people to verify that
work is being done by licensed contractors, architects, and engineers. In turn,
this helps in providing fair construction estimates, promoting inspectors to
enforce these parameters, and applying
a single standard for energy efficient,
weather-extreme resilient buildings.
Building codes provide contractor consistency, enabling them to become more
efficient in their design and construction
methods.
The first State Building Code was
enacted into law in 1971, which applied
to all areas of Minnesota that enforced
a building code. On July 1, 1972, the
State Building Code became effective,
requiring that municipalities enforce
a building code. Beginning on Jan. 1,
1977, the State Building Code would be
enforced statewide.
A complete history of the Minnesota
State Building Code can be found at
www.dli.mn.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/
guide-2020.pdf. There have been many
code adoptions and amendments since
the first State Building Code.17.
Codes can be viewed on the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry’s
website at www.dli.mn.gov/business/
codes-and-laws/2020-minnesota-state-

building-codes.
Please refer to the Scott County
Building Inspections webpage for additional information related to construction codes and building permit requirements at www.scottcountymn.gov/933/
Building-Inspections.

State building codes have been
around for 50 years. Current codes
are available in booklet form or
online.

Veterans’ SCENE
By Derek Farwell
Director of Veterans Services

State bonuses offered
for post 9/11 veterans

As most people are aware of by now, Governor Walz signed into law a bonus for
some post-9/11 veterans. This current bonus is in line with other service bonuses
that the state has paid in the past for previous wars and conflicts. A bonus has been
paid for service after WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf War, and
now they are offering a bonus to the latest generation of veterans. (While these
previous bonuses have been paid in the past, the period to apply for those has since
expired and are no longer available.) Post-9/11 veterans can apply anytime until
June 30, 2024, or until the allocated money runs out.
To be eligible, you must first meet the residency criteria. An eligible veteran
must currently be a Minnesota resident, but they also must have had their home
of record at time of entry into the service in Minnesota as well. (This is verified
by looking at box 7b on your DD 214.) There are three different possible bonuses,
those being $600, $1200, and $2000. The criterion for the $600 is that the veteran or currently serving person is to have had honorable service between Sept. 11,
2001 and Aug. 30, 2021. For the $1200 bonus, the same applies, plus the veteran/
service member must have been awarded one of the following medals as being
documented on your DD 214: Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Iraq Campaign, or Afghanistan Campaign Medals.
The $2000 is to be paid for service members/veterans who died between Sept. 11,
2001 and Aug. 30, 2021 as a result of a service-connected injury or condition and
also was eligible to receive one of the qualifying medals listed above.
The documents required to apply for the bonus(es) are in the application which
can be found on the website where you can apply (see below). Along with the
application is a W-9 form. In order for the state to pay an individual you must be
designated as a “vendor,” which the W-9 form will do. Your Member 4 version of
the DD 214, which is the version that shows your character of discharge and proof
of Minnesota residency. The easiest way to do that is a photocopy of your driver’s
license, state ID, or a utility bill with your name on it. If you apply online, the application and W-9 forms are available on the website. The website to apply online
is https://vetservicebonus.mdva.mn.gov/Home.
The online application portal is the quickest way to apply, however the website
can be slow due to the amount of traffic on the site. If you have tried to apply but
were unable, or you don’t have the equipment to apply online, please call the Veteran Service Office at (952) 496-8176 and we would be happy to assist you.
The Veteran Service Office has also worked to establish new relationships with
several non-profit veterans’ organizations to assist veterans with needs that may not
fit into a VA program. Many of the nonprofit veterans’ organizations raise money
to assist veterans in the form of grants or other assistance. For more information on
these options, please call the Veteran Service Office.
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Inspect everything removed from water for AIS
In the last two years, Scott County
had new zebra mussel confirmations
reported in three Scott County lakes.
These recent confirmations serve as a
reminder of the importance to carefully
examine all equipment when taking it
out of the water -- a few simple steps
now can help prevent the spread of zebra mussels and other aquatic invasive
species that do ecological damage and
create recreation and navigation issues
for lake users.
If you’re buying or selling lake or
river equipment such as lifts, docks,
or other water-related equipment from
your (or another) lake, the DNR recommends these steps for lake property
owners:
• When removing docks, lifts, or
other water-related equipment from
lakes and rivers, carefully inspect
everything to make sure there are
no aquatic invasive species (AIS)
such as zebra mussels, Eurasian
watermilfoil, or New Zealand mud
snails.
• Look on the posts, wheels, and
underwater support bars of docks
and lifts -- as well as any parts of
boats, pontoons, and rafts that may

•

•

Photo credit: Minnesota Sea Grant

•

have been submerged in water for
an extended period (48 hours or
more).
Hire DNR-permitted lake service
provider businesses to install or
remove boats, docks, lifts, and

other water-related equipment.
These businesses have attended
training on Minnesota aquatic
invasive species laws, and many
have experience identifying and
removing invasive species.

If you plan to move a dock, lift,
or other water equipment from
one lake or river to another, all
visible zebra mussels, faucet
snails, and aquatic plants must be
removed, whether they are dead
or alive. You may not transport
equipment with prohibited
invasive species or aquatic plants
attached.
The equipment must be out of
the water for 21 days before
it can be placed in another
waterbody. This has been a
pathway to new infestations on
some lakes, including one in
Scott County, when this step
was skipped. Please help us in
preventing the spread of AIS,
especially zebra mussels to other
lakes by following this guidance.

Contact an area DNR aquatic invasive species specialist (see http://www.
dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais/contacts.
html) or Scott County AIS Coordinator
at (952) 496-8887 if you think you have
discovered an invasive species that has
not already been confirmed in your lake.

Macroinvertebrate monitoring program kicks off
In 2021, Scott County started its first
year of macroinvertebrate monitoring.
You might be wondering… a macrowhat? Well, for example, do you ever
think about how a dragonfly starts out
before it becomes a flying, mosquitonoshing adult? A dragonfly starts out as
a macroinvertebrate, living as larvae in
water before transforming into the buzzing, big-eyed insect we generally recognize. Some more common macroinvertebrates are dragonflies, caddisflies,
stoneflies, and mayflies, just to name a
few.
The presence, or lack thereof, of
macroinvertebrates can be a key water
quality indicator of how well a stream is
doing. Some species are more tolerant
of pollutants in the water, and some are
less. So, the presence of less tolerant
species found in a stream would be an
indicator of better water quality. Cur-

A dragonfly starts out as a macroinvertebrate, living as larvae in water.
The presence of macroinvertebrates
is a key water quality indicator.

rently, Scott County has two sites under
monitoring: Sand Creek (just below the
waterfalls in Jordan) and in Hidden Valley Park (Savage). In the future, Scott
County would like to expand the pro-

gram and start monitoring other major
streams in the County, such as Raven
Stream, Porter Creek, or Picha Creek.
County staff has been trained in Minnesota Pollution Control Agency protocols, which will help provide consistent
results every year. More information
and past results on the program can be
found on the Watershed Management
Organizations website at https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/2122/Macroinvertebrate. Scott County is still looking for
additional sites for monitoring that fit
the criteria of site selections within the
protocols that are being used; if you live
on a major stream in our community
and would be willing to allow access to
the stream for future monitoring (or just
for more information on the program),
please contact Ryan Holzer at (952)
496-8882.

A D-net is used to capture macroinvertebrates through a riffle (rocky)
section of a stream.

Septic system compliance inspections:
Why and when should they be done?
You may have heard about septic system compliance inspections during a home sale, applying for
building permits, in preparation for lot split, or just
from talking with neighbors… so what are they, and
why and when should they be done?
First things first. Septic system compliance inspections must be done by a state license septic inspector
only; they look at the septic system as a whole to make
sure they are working properly and are treating wastewater effectively. There are a few steps to the process.
Typically, the inspector will request information
about the septic system (if it exists) from the local government unit (county, township, or city) before visiting
the site. This information will help them determine
what type of system they are going to be inspecting
and the location of the system (tank and drainfield).
Once the inspector arrives on site, they will look at the
both the septic tank(s) and the drainfield. When looking at a tank, they will determine if it is sufficiently
watertight and operating at the correct depth of liquid. Compliance inspectors are now required to pump
a septic tank for all passing inspections. Generally,
they use a probe to see if the bottom of the tank has a
sealed bottom. (If no bottom is found, then the tank is
considered not watertight and is failing to protect the
groundwater.)
After looking at a tank, the inspector will look at
the drainfield (mound, trenches, bed, or at-grade) and
determine the depth of soil separation to the seasonal
water table in the soil. This is usually done by a soil

boring about 15 to 20 feet away from the drainfield, on
the same elevation out of the area of influence. Once
they have found “mottling” (redox features) in the soil,
they record the depth they found it. The next step in
the process is determining the depth of the bottom of
the drainfield by probing the top and side to determine
how much cover is on top of the system. Once they
have found the system depth, they will compare it to
the depth of mottling. If the drainfield has 36 inches
of separation, then the drainfield is considered to be in
compliance with the state code.
So why are compliance inspections so important?
Essentially, they help determine if your system is in
compliance (passing) or not. Systems in compliance
are issued a Certificate of Compliance (COC) as they
are meeting all the state requirements, and are good
for three years. Noncompliant systems are issued a
Notice of Noncompliance (NON) -- which means the
system will need to be replaced. There are different
levels of noncompliance, and the timeframes for updating the system are different. For example, if your
system is discharging sewage to the ground surface,
a surface water, or backing up into your home, these
systems are called imminent threats to public health
and must be replace within ten months,
Compliance inspections should be done only
during the growing season or during non-frozen
soil conditions. Compliance inspections during these
times will give you the most accurate information
about the system. Those performed in the winter are

not the most accurate, are more difficult to do, and
typically cost more money. Snow-covered land makes
compliance inspections difficult for many reasons; it’s
often difficult to see surface discharges, land slope, or
even find the system.
If you have any questions about compliance inspections, general questions about septic systems, or just
wondering what kind of system you have, please give
the Scott County Environmental Services Department
a call at (952) 496-8177 or email at EnvServices@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Need to declutter?

HHW facility accepts many
items for recycling, reuse
Moving out of town or out of state.
Downsizing your living space. Cleaning up your new place. Preparing for
a new addition to the family. Trying to
fit your car in the garage. Taking advantage of some extra motivation you
found. Starting or finishing a big home
project. Decluttering after years of “I
may need that item someday…” Whatever your reason, there comes a time
when you end up with a few (or a few
dozen) paint cans, batteries, old electronic waste, or multiple other items that
you need to properly dispose of.
One great option for you to consider
is the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste facility (HHW), located between Jordan and Prior Lake and south
of Shakopee. For a full list of what the
HHW accepts as well as doesn’t accept
for disposal, visit the Scott County website at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/
HHW.
Every time the HHW is open,
there are a lot of questions about
whether certain items (or category of
items) is accepted for proper disposal:
•

•

•

Can you help me unload? We’re
happy to help in many ways for
your drop off trip, but helping
to unload can’t be one of them.
Remember, you might have just
one or two items, but for HHW
staff, it would be hundreds during
the open hours. Please bring
someone able to help you unload.
Do you take batteries? The
HHW accepts any battery from
any device for disposal. In fact,
any item that a battery is or was
in will be accepted as well. Just
don’t place bulbs with them, as
bulbs must go in a separate box.
Do you accept Styrofoam?
Although we really wish we
could, Styrofoam is not accepted
at the HHW. This “puffed” form
of plastic is great for protecting

•

•

•

fragile items, but not great for
being an item easily reused or
recycled. Your household garbage
is the destination for this item.
Contact your waste hauler if you
have a lot.
Do you take doors? The HHW
accepts all metal items for
disposal, but wooden ones are out.
Screen doors and garage doors
are metal, but they are filled with
foam for insulation. This foam
is almost impossible to get off
items, and therefore is not great
for metal recycling. If the door is
only metal, we’ll dispose of it for
you -- otherwise, the garbage is,
unfortunately, the destination.
What about electronics? Over
the years, many people end up
accumulating an assortment
of random cords, devices, and
gadgets that have an electrical
component to them. Our general
rule is if it has a cord or operates
by batteries, we’ll accept it for
proper disposal. All these items
are free to drop off, except for
any monitor or television screen.
Those items are $10, no matter
how big or small they are.
Do you accept tires? We accept
a wide range of tires, from bike to
tractor and everything in between,
except for one type of tire: We
can’t accept any split-rim semi
tires, as these can be dangerous to
transport and handle. The disposal
cost for tires is: $5 (car/truck), $15
(semi), and $50 (large agriculture
tractor).

•

•

Visit the Scott County HHW
website at https://www.
scottcountymn.gov/HHW.
Visiting the Scott County
HHW website can give you all
the information you need to
make your trip to the facility as
fast and efficient as possible.
Information available includes
a comprehensive list of the
hazardous and non-hazardous
items that are and aren’t accepted,
the hours of operation, the prices
charged for select items, and other
frequently asked questions.
Organize items before arrival.
Having your items organized can
speed up the drop off process
dramatically. Keeping like items
together in boxes or containers
(not garbage bags) helps staff stay
caught up, so less time is spent
waiting in line. For example,
the following items should be
kept separate when possible:

Local businesses increase
recycling with grant funds
Scott County partners with MN
Waste Wise to provide recycling education and outreach to local businesses,
schools, and cities in Scott County.
Waste Wise also helps applicants apply
for the Scott County Recycling Grant to
purchase items to help increase or improve recycling. This helps businesses,
schools, and cities to reduce the amount
of waste sent to local landfills.

For more details or clarification on an
item you aren’t sure about, feel free to
check the Scott County HHW page listed above, or give us a call at (952) 4968787. We may not answer right away, but With increased recycling efforts,
will get back to you as soon as we can! Curbside Landscaping has diverted

Tips for a fast, safe trip
to County’s HHW facility
Finding time to make a trip to the
Scott County HHW can be challenging, but following a few easy tips can
help you make the most of your visit.
Following these procedures can help
you properly dispose and recycle your
unwanted household hazardous items as
painlessly as possible.

Legrand AV in Shakopee used a Scott County/Waste Wise Recycling Grant
to purchase color-coded and labeled recycling bins to increase recycling .

•

•

Electronics; paints; motor oil,
aerosols, and chemicals; batteries;
and lightbulbs. Also, let the staff
know if you have any uncommon
or unknown chemicals, as these
can create potential safety hazards.
Heavy items. Remember to bring
assistance when unloading heavy
items like electronics, appliances,
and scrap metal items.
What to expect. Depending on
the time you arrive at the HHW,
there may or may not be a line.
When there is a line, please use the
frontage road to wait and not the
turn lanes on Highway 282. Please
follow all instructions on posted
signs, and when you reach the drop
off area be prepared to exit your
vehicle and the staff will direct
you to where you may unload your
items.

We want to make every trip made to
the Scott County HHW as quick, safe,
and painless as possible. Following
these instructions can further help us
reach that goal. If any of these procedures present difficulties for you, our
staff will do their best to accommodate
you. If you have any other questions,
comments, or concerns our staff can be
reached at (952) 496-8787. We hope to
see you soon at Scott County HHW!

over 5,000 pounds of recycling
annually from the waste stream.

Curbside Landscape & Irrigation
is a full-service landscape company
specializing in landscaping, irrigation, and grounds maintenance services located in Savage, Minnesota.
Curbside began working with Minnesota Waste Wise in summer 2021
after their Sustainability Committee
decided to work on decreasing their
environmental impacts. Waste Wise assisted them in identifying opportunities
to reduce waste and increase recycling
throughout their facilities.
After being awarded a Scott County
Business Recycling Grant, Curbside
invested in color-coded and labeled recycling bins throughout their facility as
well as reusable kitchenware and a dishwasher. These bins have made recycling
at their facilities much more accessible,
and have significantly increased participation in their recycling program. In
addition, the reusable kitchenware and
dishwasher allowed staff to significantly
reduce the waste associated with single
use kitchen items like plates, cups, and
silverware.
Since implementing their project,

Curbside is on track to divert 5,044
pounds of recycling annually, while
simultaneously reducing their overall waste production. They are also on
track to save $403.33 in annual expenses through eliminating most single use
kitchen items.
“We knew we had some quick fixes
we could correct to help promote a
less wasteful work environment here
at Curbside. All we needed was a little
push and help to get the ball rolling, and
MN Waste Wise was the push we were
looking for. It was something that created instant gratification with our employees and [we] would love for other
businesses in our area to share in that
instant recycling satisfaction! ”– David
Schatz, Director of Snow Operations,
Curbside
Legrand AV is a manufacturer and
distributor in Shakopee, Minnesota.
Legrand began working with Minnesota Waste Wise in early 2021 after they
reached out to Scott County to inquire
about resources for reducing the volume
of waste they were sending to the landfill. Waste Wise evaluated their facility and recommended starting a single
stream recycling program.
Prior to working with Waste Wise,
Legrand was recycling cardboard, scrap
metal, and plastic film -- but all other
materials, such as cans and bottles, were
going into the trash. After being awarded a Scott County Business Recycling
Grant, Legrand invested in color-coded
and labeled recycling bins throughout
their facility. These bins have made recycling at their facilities much more accessible and they have significantly increased participation in their recycling
program. Since implementing their
project, Legrand is on track to divert
an additional 2,345 pounds of recycling
annually!
“Our goal with the grant program
was to establish a mixed recycling program as well as institute consistent visual management throughout the facility.
We are very satisfied with the outcomes
from the grant,” said Ryan Hagness, Director of Operations at Legrand.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN
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The Remembering Our Fallen traveling memorial for those who died in the
War on Terror following 9/11 was on display at this year’s County Fair.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Great weather, attractions
drew thousands to Fair
The theme of the 2022 Scott County
Fair was “Lots to Do in 2022,” and was
there ever! There were so many attractions for everyone to see and activities
to participate in – and the turnout (and
weather) was fantastic! They truly were
“The Five Best Days of Summer.”
New this year was the Remembering
Our Fallen traveling memorial for those
who died in the War on Terror following
9/11. There were 32 towers, containing
three banners on each tower, representing soldiers who have lost their lives in
combat, on the homeland, or to suicide.
This display was breathtaking and humbling to walk through.
The Miracle of Birth Center had several new arrivals, including baby piglets,
calves, and kid goats… even baby chicks
that hatched every day! And Grand-

stand events always get the adrenaline
pumping for participants and spectators
alike. The great entertainment throughout the grounds captivated many Fairgoers: Farmer Bob, Mr. Norm’s magic
acts, Tuey the Great Comic Stunt Juggler, Young Native Pride, Kids Day, The
Lumberjacks, Robotic, Historic Train
Display, Draft Horse Show, and the Carnival. To round out the Fair, there was
a fabulous assortment of bands such as
Castaways, Tim Howe, IV Play, the Solid Gold Band, Music Junkies, Up South,
Charlie Sticha Band, Muddcat Melby,
Slama Bama, Heartbreakers, Church
of Cash, Dustin Evans & Good Times,
Ledfoot Larry, and Old Country Boys!
Thank to everyone who came out for
this year’s Scott County Fair, and we
look forward to seeing you in 2023!

The 2022 Fair Board made sure there was “Lots to Do in 2022.”

4-Hers stand out at the
Scott County Fair

This 4-Her won a championship
ribbon and a trip to the State Fair.

The Five Best Days of Summer (July
27-July 31) were packed with fun for local 4-H youth.
Approximately 150 members put
their skills on display by entering over
1,000 different projects from animal
science to youth leadership that were
judged, exhibited, and admired by fairgoers. These projects, completed in
Scott County 4-H programs, give youth
a hands-on opportunity to explore their
interests, gain practical skills, and learn
about today’s world.
More than 60 Scott County youth
were able to showcase their County Fair
projects either at the Minnesota State
Fair or another state show.
Scott County 4-H invites all youth
to join us for next year’s County Fair.
Youth can join 4-H when they are in
kindergarten and continue to one year
past high school. Sign up for the new
4-H year now! (See additional information at right.)

4-H exhibitors meet with judges to discuss their projects.

4-H animal science scholarship winners and new 4-H alumni were recognized
during the Scott County Fair.

The grandstand’s annual tractor pull is a fairgoer fan favorite.

Numerous draft horse teams competed in the Draft Horse Shows.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Most Scott County cities
allow backyard chickens

Backyard chicken keeping is a popular hobby in Scott County. During
the ongoing pandemic and with many
people staying close to home, residents
have been keeping chickens to produce
eggs, teach children about the cycle of
life, or engage in some daily chores. (A
plus? Chickens can be quite entertaining as they peck and scratch for food!)
However, there are some important
considerations that should be given
before one makes an investment into
a chicken-keeping hobby. First, check
with your city offices to see what rules
and ordinances are in place; most,
but not all, cities in Scott County allow keeping of four to six backyard
chickens.
Jordan allows up to six hens, and requires an annual chicken permit be filed
with the city. Similarly, Elko New Market allows four hens and also requires a
permit to be on file. Shakopee allows up
to five hens; Savage allows up to four
hens; and Prior Lake allows up to four
hens (but only in the R1, Low Density
Residential Use District). New Prague
currently does not allow poultry in the
city limits. City ordinances also may
have rules on the size of the coop and
run as well as setbacks from property
lines; these rules are to ensure the safety, health, and welfare of the animals.
Many of the city ordinances are in place
to encourage responsible ownership of
animals.
Just as with any pet, the owner should
provide adequate water and feed for
their chickens. Feed should be kept in
a rodent-proof container and fresh water should be provided daily. Further,
feed and water containers need to be

cleaned, and manure can be composted
or deposited in the garbage. Everyone
should wash their hands after handling
chickens and cleaning the coop.
At the Scott County Extension office, Colleen Carlson, Extension Ag
Educator, offers workshops on keeping
backyard chickens several times a year.
“When considering if owning chickens
is right for you, do your research on
ordinances for your city, provide adequate housing that provides warmth
in the winter and cooling in the summer,
along with a fenced in run that protects
your flock from predators.”
And take the long view: Chickens
can lay eggs for three to four years but
live up to 10 to 12 years. What are your
plans when the hen is done with her
productive years? Will she remain a pet
or become chicken soup? Learn about
what breed of chicken, size, feathering,
and color of eggs you might like from
reputable books, catalogs, and online
resources. Start with healthy birds; purchase chicks from reputable breeders,
farm stores, or hatcheries.
If you would like to learn more
about keeping chickens, connect with
the University of Minnesota Extension
Scott County. You may contact Colleen
Carlson at (952) 492-5386 or traxl042@
umn.edu.

CAP mural project

The Scott County Prevention Coalition and Choose Not to Use organization
have teamed up to remind parents to keep drugs and alcohol stored securely,
lock up medications, and talk to kids about the dangers of substance use.

New billboard campaign
targets families with kids
The Scott County Prevention Coalition (SCPC) and Choose Not to Use
(CNTU) organization recently teamed
up to create a positive message billboard campaign. The aim of this campaign is to remind parents keep alcohol
stored securely, lock up medications,
and most importantly to talk to their
kids about the dangers of substance use
and misuse.
Community efforts to support the
billboard campaign include a “Sticker
Shock” campaign and raising awareness of the Take it to the Box program.
Sticker Shock is a national campaign to
reduce underage drinking by limiting
youth access to alcohol. The campaign
is designed to discourage adults from
buying alcohol for minors by educating them about the dangers and consequences of these actions. Stickers will
be placed in retail outlets that sell alcohol reminding adults of the fines associated with providing alcohol to minors
and thanking them for helping us keep
alcohol out of the hands of minors.

We encourage you to take an inventory and look at access points in your
home (such as basement and garage
fridges, liquor cabinets, and medicine
cabinets). Safely dispose of unneeded,
unused, or expired prescription drugs.
Scott County has a drop box location
in each city to safely dispose of these
drugs to prevent further drug addiction
and overdose deaths.
Scott County’s main drop box sites
are located at the Sheriff’s Office and
city police departments as well as Walgreens and CVS stores. The location
information can be found at choosenottouse.org. Everyone plays a role to keep
the community safe from alcohol and
prescription drug misuse.
For more information, please visit
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/2045/
SCPC-Drug-Free-Communities-Grant
or contact Jayme Carlson at jcarlson@
co.scott.mn.us, Kathy Welter at KWelter@co.scott.mn.us, or Lisa Sitzmann at
lsitzmann@co.scott.mn.us.
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facilities opened to the public. Area elementary and
high school students, through working with the local
schools, provided much-needed artwork to many of
the new spaces, but – with the exception of the fantastic mural created by local artist Greg Preslicka in
the “link” area – it became clear that these broad new
walls needed something more permanent.
Thus, a new internship-turned-large-scale project
took form. With the coordination from Scott County
Volunteer and Community Coordinator Cara Madsen
and the guidance of SHS teachers Leah Zvanovec and
Bridget Hauff, it was decided: There would be another
large mural in the new facility (in the Health and Human Services waiting area), and it would be conceptualized, designed, and eventually painted by Shakopee
High students.
To roughly 10 feet tall by 20 feet wide, it was no
small project to pitch – but the school (and students)
responded with immediate enthusiasm. They were
given those dimensions and one general concept with
which to work: Celebrating diversity and the importance of early literacy. From there, five CAPS interns
-- who had all gone through a rigorous “real-world” CAPS interns started with a 10 by 20-foot blank
process of developing a resume, applying for the posi- wall. Their goal was to develop a mural that
tion, and interviewing -- let loose on moving that con- celebrated diversity and literacy.
cept into reality.
For eight weeks through the winter and early spring, derful experience within education. The sense of acHayden Tran, Lindsey Brewer, Sydney Bethel, Linda complishment and pride they took in their creation was
Nguyen, Kassidy Vo worked on developing three it- rewarding. It was great to see them take the initiative
erations of a mural that visually represented diversity to tackle this project through to the end. Art within
and literacy. “What is so unique and rewarding for education is so important, it allows students a space
all of us,” said CAPS instructor Leah Zvanovec, “is to take on creative challenges, work in collaboration
the real-life experiences the students get through these and share their talents. I am so thrilled that their talent
opportunities: The resumes, applications, interviews, is on display and will bring joy to the community in
followups – those are all student responsibilities. I’m which they live, an impact that is long lasting and life‘the guide on the side,’ helping them get and stay con- changing, as art often is.”
nected to the project mentors.” And a key element to a
After the CAPS interns arrived at three designs, it
project’s success, she noted, is in working with a team. was then up to them to “pitch” the ideas to a group of
“Every kid – every artist -- has their own style, their Scott County HHS supervisors through a well-develown ideas, their own personal flair, so working with a oped presentation. The internal staff then circulated
group can be a challenge. But they did a great job, and the ideas to the larger staff, who were allowed to select
pulled something from everyone.”
their favorite from the three.
SHS art educator Bridget Hauff -- who teaches
“It was very easy to work with the school and the
through the Arts and Communication Academy -- students,” said Scott County’s Cara Madsen. “This
completely agreed, adding, “For students to see an project really progressed, really continued to develop,
idea through from conception to completion is a won- as we went along. The students had a ton of knowl-

edge about various software programs and the use of
technology to help develop ideas and concepts for the
mural, and were very excited about the opportunity –
they’d never done a project like this before.”
But it didn’t stop there. As Madsen noted, it
“continued to develop” – and three of the five interns
were able to extend their eight-week internship into
an additional season through a “course professionals”
project: Making the ideas come to fruition and
painting the mural itself. (The students quickly
discovered that scaling a concept up to the size of the
wall was… a challenge. But they persisted, and now
are experts in using a square-foot gridding process!)
With some expert guidance from Greg Preslicka (and
procuring most of the painting materials through
the Scott County Household Waste Facility’s Reuse
Room), Kassidy, Sydney, and Linda got to work…
usually under the wondering eyes of passers-by, who
would often stop to marvel at their work. “That looks
like me!” Exclaimed one of the younger visitors upon
watching the project come to life.
The end result is a wonderful, lasting testament to
the partnership between Scott County and Shakopee
High School – not to mention the talents and efforts of
the students themselves. “And since we’ve completed
this one, I’m constantly fielding requests for more,”
said Madsen. “So we’ll take one project at a time, but
it seems like this experience will produce on an ongoing initiative.”
And that’s what’s so special about programs like
the CAPS projects and the Academies of Shakopee,
added Zvanovec: The benefits accrue to everyone…
the students, the school, the County, and the larger
community. “Being able to generate meaningful projects in which we can give back to the community, and
have such a greater impact in the area, that’s what this
is all about.”
To see the mural, just stop by the Scott County
Government Center West building (first floor); and
for more information about the Academies of Shakopee, the CAPS program, and the professional business
coursework offered by Shakopee High School, please
visit https://www.shakopee.k12.mn.us/. They’re always looking for more ways to partner with our local professionals and businesses, so perhaps you could
discover a great way to work with them!
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What are you waiting for?

Plan now for emergencies

Even If you didn’t experience it directly, we all saw the images this past
summer. No one could escape the news:
Intense wildfires near London raged, an
ongoing war in the Ukraine expanded,
continued supply chain disruptions impacted everything from automobiles to
air conditioners, an historic drought afflicted the southwest, and international
leaders began (and continue) to warn
about the very real likelihood of widespread famine in the African continent.
The handwriting is on the wall. Yet
still, most Americans have yet to start
preparing for a disaster. The reality
is that while these disasters make for
frightening headlines, they can seem
very distant and unreal.
In Scott County, we’ve been extremely fortunate to avoid a major disaster. We have experienced river, lake,
and flash flooding that disrupted only
portions of our community at times.
We have been hit by small tornadoes
and low-grade windstorms. It’s easy to
think that “it can’t happen here” -- after all, we don’t experience earthquakes
(New Prague was the location of the
Minnesota’s second strongest recorded
earthquake) or hurricanes. Mayor Mike
Woolston of Joplin, MO, a community
devastated by a massive tornado, said,
“Consideration of events like this may
happen on a state or federal level, but
I doubt that it is even remotely considered as a possibility by candidates pursuing elected office on a local level. It
was certainly not something that I ever
envisioned might happen during my
term as mayor.”
Our bodies and minds are constantly
seeking a state of normal. When we
experience a situation that is outside
of what we expect, we may not be able
to react effectively. When a disaster is
looming, some suffer from “normalcy
bias,” a condition of denial that prevents
people from appropriately processing
the warning signs then acting. Some
who had not considered the possibility

of a specific crisis occurring simply lose
their mental flexibility and “lock up.”
A hundred years ago, people were
far more self-reliant. Most grew at least
some of their own food, and many could
repair the equipment they used daily.
Clearly, times have changed. It is extremely easy to go to a drive-through
or visit a “big box” store. Shows about
those who maintain a “prepper” lifestyle
(taking extreme action to survive apocalyptic scenarios like nuclear winter, or
an explosive eruption of the Yellowstone volcano) seem to exploit people
who may have be suffering from mental illness. So how do we find the right
balance?
For years, there have been articles in
the SCENE about how to create a disaster plan, accumulate a disaster supply of
food, store water, and perform first aid.
Each of these articles provided low-cost
solutions that build your resiliency towards disaster. So how are you doing?
In a mild disaster, you should see
government and non-government disaster relief organizations arrive to aid
within three days. As such, you need to
be ready to be on your own for a minimum of three days. If you go camping,
you’ve probably already done almost
everything to be prepared. Now pack
up for a three-day camping trip in your
home and be ready to access it if needed.
If the disaster is severe and widespread, help may not arrive for weeks.
What arrives may be limited to immediate needs, like food and shelter. If
you had to shelter without electricity in
your home for three weeks, would you
be ready? Could you safely shelter and
feed yourself? What if the sanitary sewer system stopped working? These are
all scenarios that we all hope to never
experience. But if we do, it’s critical
that we took the time to make ourselves
ready to respond -- then recover -- from
a disaster. For more information and
helpful tips, visit https://scottcountymn.
gov/1549/Emergency-Management.

Apply now for Master
Gardener program

Many of us hear about Master Gardeners and may see them in the community, but have you ever wondered how to become one? There are many reasons
to join, including supporting an important mission, continuous learning about
horticulture and the environment, giving back to the community, teaching the
importance of local and sustainable alternatives, and being involved with a
statewide network of other Master Gardener volunteers.
The Master Gardener Program is supported by outstanding faculty and staff
from the University of Minnesota Extension. The mission of the program is to
provide research-based horticultural knowledge and practices and to deliver
educational outreach, and project-based efforts that inspire change and promote healthy people, healthy communities, and a healthy planet.
The application process deadline is Oct. 1. If you would like to learn more
about becoming a Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardener volunteer and the
timelines to apply, please go to
http://carverscottmastergardeners.org/how-to-become-a-master-gardener/,
call (952) 492-5390, or email klmock@umn.edu.

Master Gardeners can help!

Master Gardeners are available to help you with your fall gardening and
landscaping cleanup questions! Not quite sure how to put your gardens to
bed for the long winter ahead? We can answer your questions. Please call
the Yard & Garden Line at (952) 466-5308 or email gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Election 2022
All of the cities in Scott County
are providing in-person absentee
(early) voting to their voters.
Please visit our website for full
details, locations, and hours:
https://scottcountymn.gov/677/
Elections-Department (select
“Absentee Voting” from the
dropdown options).
You can choose to vote in person
on General Election day: Polls
are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Find your polling place at https://
pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.
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first time, you need
to register. Check
now to ensure you
are ready to go on
election day.

Do you need to do anything before I
go to your regular polling location?
That’s a great question, because virtually every state and county in the country was required to “redistrict” this year
(that is, the redrawing of the boundaries/
districts after a Census to account for
shifts in population), so your polling location may have changed. The County
sent postcards to every registered voter
in Scott County to make everyone was
informed about where they should go to
vote, but if you didn’t see that (or aren’t
sure), feel free to check your location at
https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.

You have decided
to vote by mail –
can you do that now?
If you wish to vote by mail, you can
submit an application before the November 8 state General Election. Go to
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/electionsvoting/other-ways-to-vote to complete
the online form.
**Please note that ballots cannot
be mailed until on or after the absentee period begins. If you request a
mailed ballot, please give the County
at least 10 days to receive your ballot
before reaching out or visiting an inperson absentee location.
Also, there are a number of organizations that may mail you an absentee
ballot application. Please be aware this
is not a ballot and you should only
apply once. Scott County will send
you an application only upon request
and duplicate applications will not be
processed.

What else do you need to do now?
Make sure you’re registered, and – if
you’re not -- save yourself time at the
polls by registering online! While you
can register the day of the election at
your precinct (the most common way to
do this is with an ID that has your new
address or an ID and a utility bill showing your new address), it is so much
easier (and faster!) when you complete
your registration online – complete it
at least 20 days before the election and
you’re all set. Don’t know if you’re
registered or if you need to re-register?
You can find that out too. Visit https://
mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.
aspx to get started. If you have moved,
changed your name, or are voting for the

Can you track your ballot?
Yes! The Office of the Secretary of
State has a great tool that allows you
to track your ballot. **Please be aware
that the information you enter must exactly match what you provided on your
application or no results will be found.
Check the status at https://mnvotes.sos.
state.mn.us/AbsenteeBallotStatus.aspx
If you have any questions about
these topics (or any other elections
matter), please feel free to call Scott
County Elections at (952) 496-8560 or
drop an email to scelections@co.scott.
mn.us. Also, check out the Secretary of
State’s website at https://www.sos.state.
mn.us/– they have a lot of information
about elections, voting, and much more!

•
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Libraries offer author
visit, business series

Club Book
presents: Kristin
Harmel
Tuesday, Oct. 4,
7 p.m.
Prior Lake Library,
16210 Eagle Creek
Property tax payments can be dropped off from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Ave. SE
Oct. 14 and Monday, Oct. 17 at the tent located on the south side of the Meet fiction author
Government Center campus in the parking lot off 5th Avenue.
Kristin Harmel as
she discusses her
Kristin Harmel
books – The Book
of Lost Names, The Winemaker’s Wife,
and The Forest of Vanishing Stars
(2022) – all of which look back to the
past, during World War II.

Get started with your new blog or
small business website. Learn how
to register your new business with
the state of Minnesota and pick out a
corresponding domain name from a
domain name provider. We will discuss
blog/website hosting options and then
learn the necessary steps to setup the
blog/website and discuss installation
of the needed software to run the
site successfully. Finally, we will
discuss crafting a mission statement
and branding your blog/site. Note:
A recording of the class will be made
available to all registrants for two
weeks after the class.

The second half of your property
taxes are due on Monday, Oct. 17. The
Scott County Government Center is
open, but do note that if you come to the
building you may need to add your name
to the standby list. Walk in availability
is limited due to space constraints, and
customers are served on a first-come,
first-served basis. To help save you time
and a trip to the Government Center,
Scott County has alternative options for
payment:

Starting Your WordPress Website –
Part 1, Thursday, Oct. 20, 7 – 8 p.m.,
Live on Zoom
Ready to get started building your
Wordpress website? This class will
teach you how to start off by crafting
a site map to plan the structure of your
website. You will then be taken through
the steps of creating site users, your
Home Page, internal pages, as well as
building a menu. Then learn how to
add text and images and design your
Header and Footer. Note: A recording
of the class will be made available to
all registrants for two weeks after the
class.

Convenient property tax
payment options offered

Mail
Of course, using the good old United
States Postal Service is always a good
option. But do remember: All payments
must be postmarked on or before Oct.
17 to be considered on time.
Outdoor drop box
Located in circular driveway off Atwood St between 4th and 5th Avenues,
the secure drop box is right next to the
USPS mailbox and is checked multiple
times a day.

Curbside drop off
Available Friday, Oct. 14 and Monday, Oct. 17 (from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.).
The tax tent is located on the south side
of the campus in the parking lot off 5th
Ave between Holmes and Fuller Street.
Scott County Libraries
Available Oct. 1 – Oct. 17 at the drop
box located inside the library. Check
your local branch for hours.
Online
Go to www.scottcountymn.gov and
select the “Pay Property Tax” button.
Please note:
There are convenience
fees
charged by the
processor that depend on how you
choose to pay:
• E-check = $1.50 per transaction
• Credit/Debit Cards = 2.3 percent of
the transaction amount

*IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX
HOMESTEAD NOTICE*
This will affect your 2023 property taxes and
eligibility for Property Tax Refund.

Have you purchased or moved into a
property in the past year?
Contact the County Assessor to file a homestead application if you
or a qualifying relative occupy the property as a homestead on or
before Dec. 31, 2022.
Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not necessary unless
they are requested by the County Assessor.

What is a qualifying relative?
A qualifying relative includes the uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, child,
grandchild, sibling, or parent of the owner or owner’s spouse.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before Dec. 31, 2022.
Contact the Assessor by Dec. 31, 2021 if the use of the property you
own or occupy as a qualifying relative has changed during the past year.
If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead
classification, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30
days of the change in homestead status.
For more information, visit our website
at www.scottcountymn.gov
Scott County Government
Center, Taxation Department
200 Fourth Avenue West, Shakopee, Minnesota 55379,
(952) 496-8115

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide information about Scott
County government and the opportunities it offers its residents. If you
have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Library Business Series
Starting a Small Business, Thursday,
Sept. 15, 7 – 8 p.m., Live on Zoom
Gain a better understanding of what
is entailed in starting your own small
business.
• Define and refine your idea.
• Do you have a business plan?
• What is your business structure?
• Registering your business.
• Do you need to hire?
• Vendor selection.
• Promoting your business.
Setting Up a Small Business Website/
Blog, Thursday Oct. 13, 7 – 8 p.m.,
Live on Zoom

Extension educators offer free
Family Development webinars
Join University of Minnesota Extension Educators in Family Development
for free webinars around housing, finances, and more. Scott County Extension Educator Samantha Roth encourages people to register even if they are
unable to attend, as the webinars are
recorded and recordings emailed to registered participants. Here are a few webinars that will be offered in the Later
Life Issues series.

gift to yourself and to others.

When it’s family: financial
exploitation of older adults
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2-3 p.m.
Learn the facts about elder family
financial exploitation (EFFE) -- a
prevalent type of elder abuse -- and
lessons learned from those who have
experienced EFFE.

Who gets grandma’s yellow pie plate?
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 1-2 p.m.
Learn how you can leave a legacy
and manage family relationships
while making decisions about your
possessions.

To find additional online offerings
from all program areas, visit the University of Minnesota Extension events
and courses page (https://extension.
umn.edu/courses-and-events) including the rest of the Family Development
webinars..

Advance care planning
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 1-2 p.m.
If you’ve been putting off preparing
a Minnesota Health Care Directive or
need to revisit your preferences given
the risk of COVID-19, this webinar
is for you. Advance care planning is a

For more online programs: Check
out our UMN Extension Family News
(https://extension.umn.edu/familiesand-youth/family-news) to stay
current with information, resources,
and programming. Also, follow us on
Facebook and Twitter @UMNExtFD.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can collaborate to
provide outstanding service while making the most
of limited resources.” So watch this page for current
and future information from us and our many SCALE
partners!

From Belle Plaine:

Scenic Byway River Run 2022

Join us Saturday, Oct. 8 for the 12th Annual Half
Marathon/Relay/5k. The Bike 13.1 Fun Run begins
at 8:30 a.m., the Kids Fun Run at 8:45 a.m., the Half
Marathon and Half Marathon Two-Person Relay at 9
a.m., and 5k the Run at 9:20. Visit www.belleplainefestivals.org for more information, entry prices, and
registration.

From Savage:

Joining Savage Mayor Janet Williams (lower
left) to celebrate her award were (front) City
Administrator Brad Larson, (back row, left to right)
Finance Director Julie Stahl, Management Analyst
Casey Casell, Fire Chief Jeremie Bresnahan,
Communications Manager Emily Gunderson, and
City Engineer Seng Thongvanh.

vice. Recipients are chosen for their vision, statesmanship, and unwavering commitment to the public good.
“It is with great pride that we congratulate Mayor Williams on this well-deserved honor,” stated her fellow
council members. “We can think of no better recipient
than this woman who has spent her entire life leading
others toward a brighter future for the citizens of Savage, the residents of Scott County, and the people of
the state of Minnesota. This City and state are better
because of her service, sacrifice, and dedication!”

From Shakopee:

Savage is proud to be a
Step 5 GreenStep City

In June 2022, the City of Savage was awarded the
highest achievement in the GreenStep Cities Program.
Greenstep Cities is a voluntary program to help cities become environmentally friendly and reduce their
carbon footprint. Over the last two years, the City of
Savage has worked hard to complete best-practice actions, collect performance measures, and improve key
performance measures to earn Steps 3, 4, and 5.
Since joining the GreenStep program, the City of
Savage has completed 67 actions in five categories:
Buildings and Lighting, Land Use, Transportation,
Environmental Management, and Resilient Economic
and Community Development. This includes:
• Installing two dual port EV chargers at City Hall
for public use.
• Switching to LED lights at the Savage Sports
Center, saving $30,000 a year.
• Securing over $100,000 in grants and rebates for
sustainable equipment, such as water irrigation
and fleet electrification analysis.
• Hosting six community clean-up and bike/walk
to work day events with 293 residents and 73
staff participants.
• Completing 3.3 miles of new or reconstructed
sidewalks and trails for residents to enjoy.
• Keeping City operation emissions to 2,647
tonnes of CO2 per year. The average for other
cities was 3,614 tonnes of CO2 per year.
“This award is a great achievement for the City of
Savage,” shared Casey Casella, Management Analyst
and GreenStep program lead with the City of Savage. “By being part of the program, Savage and our
peers are helping to make Minnesota more resilient
for the future.” Learn more about Savage’s sustainability efforts at https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/
city-detail/12437.

Mayor Janet Williams honored

At the recent League of Minnesota Cities Annual
Conference in Duluth, Mayor Janet Williams was
awarded the 2022 C.C. Ludwig Award for her demonstrated vision, statesmanship, and unwavering commitment to the public good.
Mayor Williams has dedicated her life to serving
others. She began her leadership career in 1972 when
she became the Director of Scott County Library Services. After building several new libraries in Scott
County and overseeing the digitization of the library
system, she “retired” in 2002. In 2004, she was elected
to the Savage City Council and made history in 2008 by
becoming the City’s first female mayor. While leading
the City, Mayor Williams guided us during the boom
times of the 2000s and through the great recession of
2008 and its effects. She was one of the early champions of SCALE, which was developed to improve services to Scott County businesses and residents. Mayor
Williams is also a tireless advocate for mental health
causes and championed the construction of the new
intensive residential treatment center in Savage.
In addition to her city duties, Mayor Williams has
served on the Executive Board of the Municipal Legislative Commission, the Executive Board of the Regional Council of Mayors, the League of Minnesota
Cities Mayors’ panel, and in several capacities for
many other organizations. In 2011, she was a Minnesota Women in City Government award winner.
The C.C. Ludwig Award is named for a former
League executive director, and is the League’s highest
award for elected officials. Established in 1962, it is
presented annually in celebration of outstanding ser-

5 to 8 p.m., at the Savage Sports Center, 13450 Dakota
Ave., Savage. Open for all ages, 1 and under free. Preregistration cost is $8, or $10 after registration deadline or at the door.

What to know about parking
in downtown Shakopee

An updated downtown Shakopee parking ordinance went into effect this summer that allows 24-hour
parking in city-owned lots with an annual, city-issued
permit. The Shakopee City Council approved the ordinance in March after city staff had discussions with
downtown building owners who were seeking more
options for their tenants to park overnight in cityowned lots. The new guidelines will also help curtail
unauthorized parking and storage of larger vehicles in
these parking lots.
“Municipal parking lots are being used to store
boats, trailers, and motorhomes,” said Planning and
Development Director Michael Kerski. “This change
to the ordinance will address those issues and establish
a parking permit system to better track how these lots
are used.” The downtown parking permits are available through the city’s online ePortal system for $20
annually. The permit, which must be displayed from
the vehicle’s rearview mirror, allows 24-hour parking
while also allowing the city to potentially locate an
owner during snow emergencies or community events
that are planned in a city-owned lot.
The updated ordinance does not allow parking of
commercial vehicles, semis, tractor trailers, boats,
or recreational vehicles in a city-owned parking lot.
“One of the issues downtown is the parking lots are
occupied by vehicles that don’t belong there,” Kerski
said. The updated ordinance should help curb those
concerns. To apply for a downtown parking permit,
visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/eportal.

Changes, construction coming
to SandVenture for 2023

Plans are underway for a number of upgrades to
SandVenture Aquatic Park in Shakopee this fall. The
Shakopee City Council recently approved contracts
for construction management, as well as design services for the overhaul. The proposed plans include replacing the pool liner; filling the pool with fresh sand;
adding new play features within the pool; and a new
building with restrooms, changing rooms, and a concessionaire. Construction is scheduled to begin this
fall, after SandVenture is closed for the season, with
the goal to open again in June 2023.
Savage Halloween Bash is set for Oct. 22.

Save the Date! Halloween Bash

Join Savage Parks and Recreation and local businesses and organizations for this annual spooktacular
community event featuring horse-drawn wagon rides,
inflatables, a DJ, a campfire, games, and more! In addition, food trucks will provide food for purchase. The
event will take place at the Savage Sports Center and
surrounding park grounds. This event will be full of
fun for the entire family. Don’t forget to wear your
costume!
Registration deadline is Oct. 16; event held Oct. 22,

Fire Department Open House

The Shakopee Fire Department will celebrate the
100th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week by holding
its annual open house on Monday, Oct. 10 from 5-7
p.m. at Station 1, 2700 Vierling Drive East. The technical rescue team will be highlighting some abilities of
high and low-angle rescue. Have you ever considered
how firefighters would work with Valleyfair to remove
someone off the Power Tower if needed? We have!
Come and see the demonstrations, pick up some free
fire prevention materials that help you make a plan
to escape a home fire, and see some new equipment
SCALE SCENE to next page
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Notable women mayors: Shotguns and write-in votes

By Charles Pederson
This is the second part of a three-part series focusing
on notable Scott County women mayors of the
1920s. Part 1 focused on Prior Lake Mayor Cora
McQuestion.

Born 1874, Elizabeth Ries was one of 13 children
of a prominent Shakopee family; her father founded
the successful beverage company Jacob Ries Bottling
Works, and Elizabeth was very involved in parish
business at Saint Mark’s parochial school. Her obituary in the Shakopee Argus stated that she was a fundraiser for and contributor to various church causes, and
she led many activities in support of the troops during
World War I.
As a young woman, Ries received training as a
nurse in order to take care of her ailing mother. “It was
in 1918 that her previous training as a nurse became
invaluable,” reported Shakopee chronicler Julius Coller. “When the influenza scourge came, only a few
nurses were available, and she gave her services and
was in demand night and day.”
Photo courtesy of Shakopee Historical Society
Ries’s father, Jacob, had served as mayor in the late Former Shakopee Mayor Elizabeth Ries was
1890s. It might have been expected that Ries would influential in Shakopee political and social life.
follow in his footsteps. She did win the election of
April 1925, though not through any effort of her own. the north side of the river and the Twin Cities. Some
By the last day of filing, Ries still had not registered activities combined the ceremonial and political, such
her candidacy. It was widely, and reasonably, assumed as “obtain[ing] the routing of several important highthat the only registered candidate, John Ring, would ways through this city, and [arranging] for the installation of a new ‘white way’ [electric street lighting]
be the unchallenged winner.
During the week between the filing deadline and in this city next spring,” according to the Minneapolis
election day itself, however, “a number of [Ries’s] Sunday Tribune.
Several leaders had organized to move the Scott
friends decided at the eleventh hour to endeavor to
elect her by having stickers with her name printed County seat from Shakopee to Jordan, while a secthereon, placed in the hands of the voters,” reported ond group was agitating to move the seat to Lydia.
the Shakopee Argus. As Coller noted, “almost with- To keep the county seat in Shakopee, Ries built a
out knowing about it,” Ries won the election, defeat- large coalition of Shakopee business leaders, who
ing Ring by a total of 29 votes out of 609 cast. It’s hoped to preserve the economic benefits associated
unknown how many of those voters might have been with remaining the center of county government.
women, but it’s heartwarming to think that a number Ries and her faction were successful, and Shakopee
voted for her, not as a novelty but as companions in retained the Courthouse and other County functions.
the struggle for women to be recognized as persons in In 1926, Ries even appeared on Minnesota radio
broadcaster WCCO with the “Lady Mayor’s Trio,” a
their own right.
No matter how unconventional her road to election Shakopee singing group. She went on air to describe
was, Ries reveled in her new role. Some of her activity her fiscal agenda, which she dubbed the “Kitchen
was ceremonial, such as opening the 1926 annual Scott Economy.” She appealed to women by describing
County Farm Bureau/Independence Day picnic on the “how she has been trying to conduct the affairs of her
150th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. municipality in the same manner in which she believes
Some activities were political, such as procuring fund- a good wife should operate her kitchen,” said the Mining to construct the elegant iron Holmes Street Bridge neapolis Sunday Tribune.
Proving that she was not just a flash in the proveracross the Minnesota River, opening a direct route to
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bial pan, Ries was reelected as mayor in 1927. And in
mid-1928, she was appointed postmaster, resigning as
mayor to take the post in which she would serve for
eight years.
Ries was tough… not only politically, but also
physically. In one incident, she was shaken up and hurt
in a three-car accident. Ries, though bruised, was still
able to function as mayor. Ries’s vigor made her a
celebrity locally and as far afield as Minneapolis. She
was even mentioned in the Los Angeles Spanish-language newspaper La Opinión. The article commented
on a female winning an election, although with more
than a little condescension: “Members of the Shakopee, Minnesota, city council can pass all the regulations they want, but Mrs. Elizabeth K. Ries, mayor of
the city, will put on the coffee. Mrs. Ries, considering
how little she has to do in her position, has planned to
open a restaurant near the mayor’s office.”1 The restaurant in question was the Rock Spring Café, which
Ries took over from her father in 1927. (Turtle’s Bar
and Grill, at the corner of First Avenue East and Lewis
Street, occupies the site of the café today.)
After leaving political life, Ries continued as a
respected community figure. She was known as an
excellent hostess and as a friend to those in need. At
the end of her life, an Argus article reported that Ries,
“former mayor, postmaster, and philanthropist,” died
at home on May 6, 1949, of apparent heart disease.
The article further declared that Ries “was held in high
regard in all walks of life, [ . . .] attested to by the vast
numbers who came to her home and the church to pay
their last respects.”
For information on upcoming events at the SCHS,
visit www.scottcountyhistory.org/events.

Photo courtesy of Shakopee Historical Society

Elizabeth Ries (at right) took over the Rock Spring
Cafe from her father in 1927.
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that’s been purchased since last year. We hope you join
us on Oct. 10 for a night of education and fun!

Shakopee yard waste service
ending in November

Yard waste service offered by the City of Shakopee’s garbage hauler, Dick’s Sanitation (DSI), will end
in mid-November, weather permitting. Shakopee residents have the option of paying an additional fee for
DSI’s seasonal yard waste service from mid-April to
mid-November. For those who don’t use the seasonal
service, on-call yard waste service is also available until November for $3.50 per compostable bag up to five
bags per week.
DSI also offers Christmas tree removal during the
first two full weeks of January. Christmas tree removal
is not included in the seasonal yard waste base rate.
Residents must call DSI at 952-469-2239 or email
Shakopee@dickssanitation.com one day prior to their
regular service day to schedule a tree pickup.
When in doubt, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/garbageandrecycling for answers to common questions.
To stay up to date on service updates, holiday schedules, billing and more, download the Dick’s Sanitation
app in the Google Play store or App Store.

Flavored vaping restrictions
effective in 2023
Effective Jan. 1, 2023, a newly adopted Shakopee
ordinance will restrict the sale of flavored vaping products within the Shakopee city limits. The restrictions
pertain to all licensed vaping products that contain a
taste or smell other than the taste or smell of tobacco
or menthol.

The ordinance is
the City Council’s response to an increase
in reports of vaping
among minors. According to The National Institutes of Health
(NIH) Institute on
Drug Abuse, a study
showed that students
who used e-cigarettes Vaping products restricted.
by the time they started ninth grade were more likely than their peers to
start smoking combustible cigarettes and other smokable tobacco products within the next year. Another
study quoted by the NIH showed that high schoolers
who used e-cigarettes in the last month were seven
times more likely to report having smoked cigarettes
when asked six months later. Research suggests some
of these users don’t realize that vaping cartridges contain nicotine, which is highly addictive.
Twenty-two cities in Minnesota have enacted flavored tobacco regulations. Based on feedback from
stores that will be impacted by this ordinance, the
council approved an effective date of Jan 1, 2023, so
stores can dispose of existing inventory.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

Spending more than 6,000
hours to help build a home

In 2019, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) granted $150,000 and building assistance to Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity (TCHFH) to
build and provide local families with affordable hous-

ing. With the first phase of project planning complete,
SMSC community members, employees, and team
members will begin work alongside TCHFH to build
one townhome complex in Prior Lake this fall over the
course of more than 6,000 volunteer hours. From Sept.
12-Nov. 19, volunteers will throw on their hard hats
and spend their days hammering and painting away.
This important build not only provides families with
safe, quality, and affordable housing, but also offers
an impactful way to give back to local communities.

Recognizing Native American
Heritage Month

November is nationally observed as Native American Heritage Month, a time to honor the significant
contributions Native people make to the culture, history, and growth of the United States. To close out the
celebration, Native American Heritage Day will be
observed on Friday, Nov. 25.

Annual 5K Turkey Trot Set for
November 19

Spend a morning gobbling through the rolling hills
of The Meadows at Mystic Lake golf course at this
year’s Turkey Trot on Saturday, Nov. 19. Hosted by Dakotah! Sport and Fitness, this
closed 5K and Kids Fun Run
course is perfect for first-time race runners, families,
and groups! Preregistration closes Nov. 18. Same-day
registration is available on Nov. 19. Register online at
dakotahsport.com/news-fun/events/2022-turkey-trot.
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Wildlife, water quality benefit from restored wetland
Belle Plaine resident Ray Soller has lived in Scott
County his entire life, and has been maintaining his
family’s land farming corn and soybeans for decades
along the picturesque bluffs near highway 59. Anyone driving past the land this summer, however, were
greeted with a different sight: Land restored by water and wildflowers. Soller, with the help of the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the
Scott County Watershed Management Organization
(SWMO), has completed a 24-acre wetland and native prairie restoration, the results of which will bring
enhanced biodiversity and improve water quality for
years to come.

Wetland restoration begins
Soller’s restoration process for started in 2018
when he reached out to Collin Schoenecker, Resource
Conservationist at the Scott (SWCD). The square area
between his homestead and the nearby County Road Ray Soller of Belle Plaine stands next to his developing native prairie and wetland restoration project
was heavily tiled back in 1977; over time, it has expe- in June.
and cameras. For me, I get to see it all right from my
rienced seasonal flooding as the foundation of its wet- The importance of wetlands
Wetlands are often referred to as “Mother Nature’s kitchen window!”
land ecosystem remained. “I grew up on this land, and
Wetlands also play a significant role in reducing
you could tell with every spring melt that the area was kidneys.” They are areas where water levels persist at
or above the ground long enough to support water-de- the frequency and intensity of flooding. They act as
meant to be wet,” Soller commented.
Together, Soller and Schoenecker made plans to re- pendent vegetation. Wetlands provide essential habitat natural buffers, soaking up and storing a significant
store eight acres into wetland (and 16 acres surround- for all types of wildlife, many of which are specially amount of floodwater. In addition, wetlands improve
ing it) into a native prairie habitat. In addition to that, adapted to these permanently—or seasonally—flood- water quality and replenish groundwater.
the plans laid out would also benefit the surrounding ed areas. In the process, they filter out pollutants like
87 acres as that land could be directed to drain into the sediment, fertilizers, and pesticides. Soller’s restora- The future of the wetland
wetland area. Drainage tiles were dismantled within tion will prevent over 22 tons of sediment from runRay Soller’s wetland will stand as a beacon of conthe structure (adding drainage capabilities), and the ning into nearby waters.
servation and natural habitat. He has an immense dediIn Scott County, more than 70 percent of historic cation and appreciation for the land, and thanks to his
Scott SWCD seeded the land with specialized mixtures for the wetland and the native prairie to ensure wetlands have been lost through improvements for ag- efforts and coordination with organizations and neighthe land was set up for success based on its pre-settle- riculture and development. So, when Soller opened his bors, the land is better for it. He’s an advocate: “Plan
land for conversion back to wetland, the Scott SWCD ahead. Talk with your neighbors. Don’t be afraid to ask
ment conditions.
Thanks to neighborly cooperation, this project has was happy to be a part of the restoration.
for help. Once it’s done, the land will look amazing!”
a unique benefit that makes it greater than the sum of
Funds for this restoration were provided through
its parts. Soller’s neighbor implemented his own con- Environmental benefits
the SWMO and Minnesota’s Clean Water Fund. To
Soller’s project was designed to provide multiple learn more, visit legacy.mn.gov.
servation project with the Scott SWCD in 2019. They
installed a series of grassed waterways at the edge of environmental benefits. Restoring the land to native
The Scott SWCD offers technical assistance and
his property that help direct runoff and reduce erosion. grasses and wetland plants provides food, shelter, and information to anyone looking to implement conserThe instillation of these grassed waterways factored nesting for a wide variety of upland and wetland wild- vation projects on their property. They also may offer
into the benefits of Soller’s wetland, further increasing life species.
financial assistance for residents starting a restoration
Soller particularly enjoys the variety of geese, project with the office. Call the Scott SWCD at (952)
the water quality benefits -- and showcasing the power
neighbors have to improve their land when working ducks, and cranes that frequent his new wetland: “I 492-5425 or visit them online at scottswcd.org.
see folks out here all the time with their binoculars
together.

Students stencil storm drains
to improve water quality

On a beautiful morning last May, conservation
technicians at the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) joined students at La ola del lago
at Grainwood Spanish Emersion school for a day of
stormwater education.
Fifth graders donned their safety vests, picked up
stencils and spray paint, and got to work marking off
all the storm drains near their school with messages
prompting nearby homeowners to “Dump no waste!”
into the drains. Throughout the day, students were
able to stencil a whopping 24 storm drain stencils.
“The students learned so much from the experience of
stenciling the storm drains,” Jennifer Maloney, gifted
and talented specialist at La old del lago, comments,
“and they continued to brainstorm ways in which they
could help prevent pollution in the waterways of our
community.”
What are storm drains?
Storm drains come in many shapes and sizes, but
their function is all the same: Collect rainwater and
direct it to nearby waterbodies. They keep rainwater
and snowmelt from flooding roads and other impervious surfaces, reducing safety hazards and maintenance
concerns for roads. But when something other than
rain or snow falls down the drain, problems arise.
Rainwater is the only thing that storm drains are
designed to collect. All other items -- such as leaves, Students from La ola del lago at Grainwood Spanish
Emersion School stenciled signs near stormwater
trash, grass clippings, or engine oil -- are considered drains to remind people to “dump no waste.”
contaminants to the function that storm drains are
meant to provide. Anything that falls into a storm drain neighborhood storm drains, you can borrow the Scott
flows directly into nearby waterbodies or stormwater SWCD’s storm drain stenciling kit. The kit can be
collection ponds. Water and other fallen materials do checked out, at no cost, by anyone looking to stennot go to any wastewater treatment center throughout cil proper storm drain messages within Scott County
the process. While stormwater ponds do an excellent borders. Scott SWCD technicians are also available to
job reducing flooding concerns, any contaminants that provide educational lessons to groups on the imporflow into them can harm the pond’s water quality.
tance of keeping our storm drains clean.
It is easy to remember what can go into storm
Call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425 or
drains: Water. It is equally easy to remember the things visit them online at scottswcd.org to inquire about kit
that cannot go into storm drains: Anything else.
rental. You can also adopt your local storm drains.
What can you do to promote proper storm drain
At https://www.adopt-a-drain.org/, you can pledge
maintenance?
to maintain and clean the storm drain(s) around your
If you want to try your hand at stenciling your house. It’s both easy and free to sign up!

Only rain
down the drain!

Rainwater isn’t the only thing travelling down
your storm drains this season. Anything that enters
a storm drain that is not rainwater is referred to as
illicit discharge, including household chemicals,
fertilizer, soap from washing your car, leaves, and
pet waste.
Storm drains do not filter these substances out
of the water, meaning that these pollutants and debris travel directly into our lakes, rivers, wetlands,
and other waterways.
Illicit discharge can pose a problem in a variety
of ways.
• Herbicides can be harmful to native aquatic
species.
• Animal waste creates hazardous, unsanitary
conditions -- making waterways unsafe for
wading, swimming, and fish consumption.
• Fertilizers, leaves, and other plant debris add
phosphorous to lakes, fueling unsightly algal
blooms and contributing to a depletion of
oxygen in the water.
The good news is that illicit discharge is easily preventable. You can help keep our waterbodies clean by intentionally disposing of waste in the
correct locations, including the following:
• Always pick up pet waste.
• Remove leaves and debris from your gutters
and storm drains, especially in the autumn.
• When washing your car at home, do so on the
lawn to allow grass to soak up the water you
use and filter out any soap.
• Dispose of household chemicals safely. If you
are unsure of how to do so, please consult the
Scott County website (https://scottcountymn.
gov/HHW) for a list of items accepted by the
Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
facility.
To report an observation of suspected illicit discharge, please contact the city or watershed district
in which you’re located.

