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COVID cases increase dramatically

County records over 8,600 cases by Dec. 1
Stay informed

Community Crime Map alerts
residents about recent cases
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The number of COVID-19 cases
increased slowly in Scott County during the early days of the pandemic,
but during November they exploded
with 1,413 new cases reported during
a single week ending Nov. 17. New
cases dropped slightly to 1,334 during the week ending Nov 23, and then
dropped again in the Dec. 1 weekly
report to 1,041, resulting in a total of
8,677 cases among Scott County residents by the beginning of December.
“We had one day with well over
300 new cases,” Scott County Public
Health Director Lisa Brodsky reported to the County Board on Nov. 24.
“We are in an extremely accelerated
phase.” She noted that many more

people are currently being tested, but
back in July the positivity rate was
four percent, and recently it had been
as high as 25 percent. “We’re seeing a
big increase in positive cases in those
[age] 34 and under statewide, and
Scott County mimics those numbers,”
reported Brodsky.
Scott County, in partnership with
other health departments, had conducted 35 testing clinics as of Nov.
17, using community paraprofessionals, EMTs, public health nurses,
community health workers, and volunteers. About 1,000 tests were being
completed per week, and Brodsky
estimates that over 10,000 tests will
be completed by the end of December

at public sites within the County. The
positivity rate, she said, has ranged
from two to 25 percent.
The clinics have been well attended, but also well organized, she
said. People are encouraged to make
reservations, and most do. She said
typically people are in line in their
cars for about 10 minutes.
The public health staff continues
to do case investigations and works
with businesses, especially when
they experience their first case(s)
with employees. They’ve also been
engaged with the school districts
and hospitals, and Brodsky noted her
concern about metro hospitals near-
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Outdoor fun awaits

Regional parks offer array of
winter activities
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Protecting the soil

Local farmers plant for soil health

Local mom leads effort to bring
cheer to members of military
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For many families the holiday season is looking very
different this year. Already experiencing smaller Thanksgiving celebrations because of the pandemic, when one
Scott County military mother heard the news about troops
possibly not making it home for Christmas, she decided
she had to spread some holiday joy to her daughter’s entire company.
Maggie Lenzmeier was saddened when she heard that
her daughter Megan -- who headed off to Fort Leonard
Wood in Missouri for basic training on July 20 – might
have to remain on base for Christmas because of COVID quarantines. She and her husband David had already
missed her basic training graduation and would not be
able to attend her graduation from advanced training
because of pandemic-related restrictions implemented
by the Army. Since they only had virtual contact since
her departure, the need for some holiday cheer seemed
warranted.
So to ease their sadness and let the soldiers know they
are appreciated, the Jordan mom decided to get family,
friends, and Jordan Elementary School students involved
in preparing and shipping 250 individual military Christmas care packages.

MILITARY MISSION to page 7

Members of the Lenzmeier family and several friends
helped pack 250 individual care packages, enough for
an entire Army company.

Page 2 Scott County SCENE December 2020/January 2021

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Kids need connections to caring adults

Over the past few years, we’ve shared a couple of the Community Indicators
that the County Board reviews on an annual basis, which all correspond to our indicators regarding safety, healthy, livability, and responsible. These indicators cover
a lot of what we do, from vehicle crashes on our highways to Type I crimes, from
access to healthy foods to the number of mental health professionals per 1,000 residents to the cost of government. Currently, one Indicator that is cause for concern
is the declining percentage of our youth who feel they have a caring adult in their
life. (This does not include parents, but someone they can reach out to and feel a
connection with.) The accompanying graph demonstrates these results.

Source: MN Department of Education: Minnesota Student Survey County Tables

All young people crave care and support from adults in their family and beyond, especially now. These relationships with adults beyond their parents are key
developmental assets; research has shown these connections help young people
avoid risky behaviors, develop resilience, and thrive on their paths to adulthood.
“Connected” children and their parents tend to be more engaged and feel safer in
their community. Many of us can relate to having had a coach, spiritual or religious
advisor, teacher, or even a friend’s parent that we could count on, that we could
confide in, that we could talk to when life got confusing or challenging.
As we move into 2021, Scott County is working closely with several non-profits
and the local school districts to help. We’re currently working with Tree House
to provide mentors; discussions are taking place with Big Brothers/Big Sisters to
develop a mentoring and additional support for our youth. We’re researching the
option of partnering with Shakopee Public Schools on a reading support program
for elementary age students. And we will be working to find interested community
members to provide reading mentoring for students interested in additional support.
We all know that this has been a difficult year to navigate; having a senior in
high school, I have witnessed firsthand how hard this has been for students. If you
are interested in providing mentorship or working with our youth, please contact
Scott County Volunteer Coordinator, Cara Madsen (cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us), for
opportunities that we may have for you to make a positive impact on children’s
lives.
And as always, I wish all of you a safe and happy holiday season.

Retiring Deputy Clerk Debra Brazil (center) and County Administrator Lezlie
Vermillion shared an elbow bump after Vermillion presented Brazil with a
plaque for her 21 years of service to the County. Brazil’s replacement, JJ
Anderson, is pictured at right.

Deputy Clerk to Board retires,
new appointee named
Debra Brazil, the Scott County
Board Deputy Clerk since 2011 and a
County employee since 2000, retired
from her post on Nov. 30. Brazil attended hundreds of County Board and
Planning Commission meetings during her tenure as Deputy Clerk, taking
notes and preparing minutes for publication. Among her many other jobs was
to set up the Board’s agendas and assist
with the administration of many of the
County’s advisory boards, councils, and
commissions.

SmartLink receives grant
for community vans
Recently, SmartLink -- Scott County’s Mobility Management team -- applied for and received a Live Well at
Home grant, which helps older Minnesotans thrive by providing the programs
and resources that keep us all living in
our own homes longer.
One significant challenge that older
adults face is losing the ability to drive.
Relying on family, friends, and neighbors for a ride to a medical appointment or to the store isn’t always a reliable option; when you live in a more
rural community, the challenge can be
even greater. SmartLink recognizes
that Scott County has very different
geographic communities with different
transportation options available. Public
transit, ride hailing, taxis, and other ride
services are common in our larger communities; but what about those smaller
more rural communities such as Belle
Plaine, Jordan, and New Prague? Acres
of highway and farmland separate these
communities, and transportation for
those individuals that cannot drive or no
longer have a vehicle is difficult.
SmartLink applied for the grant with
the intent of purchasing ADA-accessible community vans that would be located in these smaller communities and
serve those that live in these towns and
surrounding area. Scott County will
own and operate the service, but will
rely on volunteer drivers within these
communities to help transport people
where they need to go within a reasonable distance. The goal of the program
is to have the vans stationed within these
communities that have limited access to
other transportation services.
Alan Herrmann, Scott County Transit Supervisor, had this to say about the
use of these vehicles: “SmartLink often

ADA accessible vans are being
purchased by Scott County with the
use of a Live Well at Home grant.
Volunteer drivers will be needed to
operate the vans.

receives requests from our many partners about individuals needing transportation. Our Public Health teams,
Health and Human Services and other
agencies such as medical facilities, food
shelves, and many others are in contact
daily with those most in need in Scott
County. This program is designed so
that our partners can create awareness
of a transportation need and make a request on behalf of an individual. We
hope that the SmartLink volunteer van
service will support keeping individuals
in our smaller communities living well
at home. We hope to finalize the grant
process yet this year and start recruiting
volunteer drivers to offer this van service beginning in early 2021.”
Living well means the longer we support older adults in their desire to live at
home, the longer they thrive. To learn
more about Live Well at Home, please
visit their website at https://mn.gov/dhs/
live-well. If you would like to donate
your time as a volunteer driver, please
call SmartLink at (952) 496-8341, option 2, or email transit@co.scott.mn.us.

Reduce salt use this winter
to protect lakes and rivers
Did you know that road salt and deicers are doing more harm than rusting
the bottom of cars? Melted water carrying chloride from the salt is a pollutant
harming our lakes, rivers, and wetlands.
Salt’s two main chemical components are sodium and chloride. High levels of chloride are toxic to fish, and salty
water disruptes entire freshwater ecosystems. Chloride is almost impossible
to filter out of a waterbody, and therefore becomes a permanent pollutant.
In Scott County, Sand Creek, Raven
Stream, and Credit River are all listed
on the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency’s (MPCA) impaired waters list
for chlorides. Just one teaspoon of salt is
enough to permanently pollute five gallons of water, so if you reduce your use
by one cup that saves nearly 250 gallons of water from being polluted. It
all adds up, and you can be part of the
prevention.

Brazil was lauded by co-workers and
County Commissioners at the Nov. 17
Board meeting for the diligence of her
work and her pleasant and thoughtful Tips:
Shovel before sprinkling. Shoveling,
demeaner.
The longtime County employee lives plowing, or blowing snow is the best
in Belle Plaine with her husband Larry. way to prevent chloride pollution from
They enjoy spending time with their salt. Shovel as soon as possible after a
daughter and son-in-law, two active storm to prevent ice from forming and
granddaughters and a grandson, and a sticking.
Use alternatives to salt. For example,
granddog.
JJ Anderson has been hired to fill chicken grit can be spread/sprinkled in
place of salt, giving traction to slippery
Brazil’s role.

areas.
Conserve
and reuse salt
by spreading/
shaking granules
approximately
three inches
apart. If salt is
left over in the
area of application and the area
is dry, sweep it
up and use again
for the next
snowfall.
Temperature
is key. Pure rock
salt (sodium
Shovel or plow
chloride) can
snow to prevent ice
melt ice only if
buildup.
the pavement
is above 15 degrees Fahrenheit. If the
pavement surface is colder than that, no
melting will occur, and the salt will get
washed or blown away. You can use
different types of de-icers that work at
colder temperatures if necessary.
To learn more about smart salting
techniques, visit the Minnesota Pollution Control’s website and search “chlorides,” or call the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) at (952)
492-5425.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Commissioners’ Corner
December 15
December 22
December 29

County Board meetings through February 2021
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting			
County Board meeting
no meeting			

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve
on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided
with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any
questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Cara Madsen
at (952) 496-8169 or via e-mail at cmadsen@co.scott.mn.us. For more information
regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.
gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be
reappointed for another term.
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New, high speed broadband
internet service available
in underserved areas
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Scott County Board, along
with nine of the townships, took action
this past fall and used $2.5 million of
their federal CARES dollars to invest in
a private-public partnership with Netwave Broadband to quickly bring high
speed broadband internet access to the
remaining unserved and underserved areas of Scott County.
This was a second round of fixedwireless deployment by the County
and local municipalities following an
initial implementation in the spring by
Netwave Broadband. This investment
delivers speeds of two to six times the
minimum recommended internet speed
levels recommended by the state and
federal governments. The broadband
service is designed to be reliable, affordable, and scalable to continue to
meet the demands in future years.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the
Governor’s resulting Emergency Peacetime stay-at-home orders have been particularly difficult for rural families who
have little or no access to broadband as
they attempt to work from home, con-

An antenna receives the internet signal.

duct business online, meet with their
health care professionals, or attend
school remotely.
Scott County residents who are interested in using this service can contact
Netwave Broadband directly at (952)
209-0900 or visit their website and sign
up at www.netwavebroadband.net. The
internet package is $49 a month for residents who do not need a router, and $59
a month for those who need to lease a
router. The one-time installation cost
is $149. Speeds are typically 30 Mbps
to 140 Mbps, but most residents report
seeing an average of about 70 Mbps.
Netwave Broadband is scheduled
to complete the second round of fixedwireless deployment and have service
availability for residents in its new service areas by the end of December.

Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). There are currently two vacancies
on this Board, one each in Commissioner Districts 3 and 5. This Board is responsible for
making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff,
judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen
members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed
to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from
various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other
month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one youth at-large vacancy. In
partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating
programs, recommending budgets, and selecting and evaluating the Extension staff. The
University of Minnesota Extension discovers science-based solutions, delivers practical
education, and engages Minnesotans to build a better future. The Extension Committee meets
four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.). For more information on Extension,
go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy McCulloch, Extension Regional Director,
at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are two vacancies on
the Council, one in District 1 and one in District 4. Members serve two-year terms and are
eligible to serve three terms. The Human Services Resource Council supports the County’s
mission to advance safe, healthy, and livable communities through citizen focused services.
The role of the committee is to make recommendations concerning the annual budget of
the Health and Human Services Division and to advise the County on human services
programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives. The committee meets quarterly, on the
third Monday at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy on this Board in
Commissioner District 2. The five-member Scott County Library Board of Advisors carries
out a variety of responsibilities to ensure that the library operates from a solid and trusted
foundation shaped by the community it serves. As individuals, Advisory Board members
use their personal and professional interests, expertise, and connections to raise the library’s
profile in the community and support the library’s long-term vision. The board is appointed
by the Scott County Board of Commissioners. Contact Library Administration at (952) 4968010 if you wish to see board meeting minutes, get more information on library policies, or
contact the Library Board.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy). There
is currently one vacancy on the five-member Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
Board of Managers. The District’s mission is to manage and preserve the water resources
within the District.   The Watershed District Board of Managers establishes and oversees
the activities of the District, sets policy, guides staff, and makes key decisions on District
budgets and priorities. The Board normally meets the second Tuesday of every month
at 5 p.m. for a workshop and 6 p.m. for the Board Meeting at the Prior Lake City Hall
(unless otherwise noted). Members must reside within the Watershed District. Members are
appointed for three-year terms.  Applications must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2020.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•
•
•

District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of Belle
Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee
(precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior
Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring
Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4,
6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5,
6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13)
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Scott SWCD helps landowners restore wetlands.

Conservation projects put
the “wet” back in wetland
In a few months, the snow will
melt into puddles across the landscape.
These puddles provide a glimpse of
what the landscape used to look like.
What about when those puddles take
longer to dry up? What if those puddles
were in areas, such as a cropfield, where
it made farming difficult? Or on a part
of your property that seems to always
stay continually wet and never dry up?
Those areas might be considered wetlands. In instances where a wetland has
been drained from what it historically
was pre-settlement, there may be financial incentives to convert it back.
To date, restoring wetlands have
been difficult projects to complete for
several reasons, chief among those is
the fact that water doesn’t recognize
property lines. Indeed, it may span over
several properties, and all of the landowners may not be on board with restoring it. However, in instances where
neighbors are willing to collaborate,
there is no historic connection to the
draining of the wetland, or you’re ready
for a change, there are opportunities for
landowners to restore the landscape.
This type of change can lead to a
more aesthetically pleasing backyard,
improved wildlife habitat, increased
self-conservation ethic for improving
water quality, and the advancement of
our community water resources. Several landowners recently have done just
that around the Belle Plaine area. Four
different landowners will be responsible

for the conversion of nearly 20 acres of
wetland restored. In addition, upland
buffers of native grasses and wildflowers will be planted to reduce sediment
and nutrients from entering the wetland,
and to provide additional wildlife habitat. One of these projects was a joint
effort between two landowners working
in collaboration with each other to restore a large wetland basin.
Over 1,000 conservation projects
have been funded or enabled by the
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) since 2006. Many of
those projects reduce runoff to our waterbodies by retaining water on the landscape and slowly metering it out during
snowmelt and rain events. Wetland restorations are one way to accomplish that
goal. Through a study, WMO staff has
found that two of our larger streams in
Scott County have experienced no increase -- or even a decrease -- in runoff to the streams. This occurrence is
an anomaly, as annual precipitation has
been on the rise more recently. It is a
testament to all the projects that have
been completed. However, moving forward, that might not be enough.
The Scott WMO partners with the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to explore the possibilities
of enhancing properties’ wildlife habitat
and improvement of water quality with
wetland restorations. To learn more or
to see if your property would qualify,
contact Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425.
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Environmental SCENE
By Nick Reishus
Environmentalist II

Recycling: Easier than ever,
but ever-changing

So, what makes recycling easy in Scott County? First, everyone has access to
curbside (end-of-driveway trash and recycling service) by simply calling one of the
many local trash haulers for service. Second, all local garbage service providers/
haulers provide what the industry calls “single stream recycling.” Single stream
allows users to put all their single stream recyclable items in one cart for collection
(no need to sort items out at home into separate bins). And after collection and
transportation, those items get sorted out at a Material Recovery Facility (MRF)
before being shipped to market for recycling.
At MRFs, like Dem-Con in Shakopee, recyclable materials get sorted using
magnets, eddy currents, jets of air, robots, screens, and -- most importantly -- by
people. But even with the advances in technology and processing, we still need to
do a little sorting before the truck comes; not everything that is recyclable (or that
can fit in the cart for that matter), should be put in the single stream recycling cart.
So, what should we put in our single stream recycling cart? This can be a difficult question to answer for a couple of reasons. First, not all residents contract
with the same garbage and recycling hauler, and not all the haulers take the recycling they collect to the same
MRF. Because recyclables may
go to different MRFs across the
metro region to be sorted, and
because each MRF may have different technologies, processes, or
markets that determine what they
can and cannot accept, what one
waste and recycling hauler accepts from residents for recycling
may not be accepted by another.
Fortunately, groups like the
local Recycling Education Com- Recycle only empty -- and rinsed if needed
mittee (REC) have been working -- plastic bottles, containers, and jugs that
very hard to try to make it easier have a # 1, 2, or 5 with the cap on.
for people to know what to recycle in their recycling cart and what not to, and
it’s simple: Recycle all boxes and cardboard; milk and juice cartons; glass
jars and bottles; newspapers and magazines; ofﬁce paper and mail; steel and
aluminum cans; and plastic bottles, jugs, and containers (#1,2, and 5). But
remember, just because it can’t go in your recycling cart doesn’t mean it’s not recyclable somewhere else.
There are many local options to take items that cannot be put in your single
stream recycling cart to be recycled. For instance, many local recycling facilities
take old metal BBQ grills, patio furniture, bicycles, and the like free of charge for
recycling. Others, such as the Scott County HHW Facility outside of Jordan, accept items such as batteries, light bulbs, appliances, TVs, motor oil, and electronic
waste for recycling. There are also others that recycle carpet, mattresses, and even
furniture.
So next time you’re wondering if that item can be placed in your single stream
recycling cart, remember: Just because its recyclable doesn’t mean it can go in your
cart. It may still need to be sorted out and taken somewhere else to be recycled.
For more information on where you can recycled items locally, search the Scott
County Waste Navigator at https://gis.co.scott.mn.us/wastenav/.

Is your septic system
ready for winter?
Old Man Winter came for a visit a
little earlier this year, but you still have
time to consider some things to help
your septic system survive the worst of
the winter cold.
Leaving the grass grow at least six
inches tall over your entire system is a
good way to catch the snow and insulate
your system. If you didn’t get a chance
to grow grass on your septic system or
your system was installed later in the
fall, then you should insulate your septic system with a thick layer of mulch
(straw, leaves, hay, et cetera) eight to 12
inches deep over the entire septic system. This will help insulate your system
and protect it from freezing.
Some other things you can do inside
your house to protect your system from
freezing is to ﬁx any dripping/leaking
faucets, fixtures, appliances, and running toilets. Just one leaky or running
toilet can waste as much as 200 gallons
of water per day. Further, a trickle of
water can cause ice to build up in your
sewer line and eventually freeze the
pipe closed.
Also, keep your system “energized”

with regular doses of warm water during the winter, the warmer the better.
Spreading out your laundry schedule,
like doing one load of warmer/hot water a day, is a good example of keeping
your system energized.
Just remember, as the ground starts
to freeze, you should keep all vehicles,
animals, and human traffic off your septic system. Especially stay off the area
between the house and the septic tanks.
These are good rules to follow all winter
long as compacted snow and soils cause
frost to go deeper and faster. Compacted snow provides much less insulation
than undisturbed snow.
If your system does freeze, what
should you do? Call a septic professional. If you need help finding a septic professional, call the Scott County
Environmental Services Department at
(952) 496-8177. We can provide you
with a list of local septic professionals
that can help you. Because of the difficulty (and mess) involved, we recommend never trying to fix a frozen septic
system yourself.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

All waste collectors
must be licensed

You probably can’t see it, or always
notice it, but waste haulers and facilities
spend a lot of time and effort to ensure
the waste you throw away is properly
managed and doesn’t have any negative
impacts on our communities or the environment. For instance, in Scott County,
all waste and recycling facilities are licensed to ensure that the waste they take
in for processing or disposal is properly
managed.
Just like Solid Waste Facilities need
to be licensed, anyone who collects or
transports “household garbage” -- or
Mixed Municipal Solid Waste (MSW)
-- from another household or commercial business must also get a license.
Individual residents may haul their own
waste without a license. This process
helps to ensure that waste set out to be
picked up is properly disposed of at a
Solid Waste Facility, such as a landfill
or transfer station, and not burned or
dumped.
To encourage recycling and make
it easier for individuals to collect and
haul recyclables, there are exemptions
to the hauler licensing requirements for
recycling haulers, although they are still
required to meet the requirements of
proper disposal. This means that recyclers must still properly transport, manage, process, and dispose of material in
accordance with all state and local rules.
This is especially true for individuals
who collect and process appliances for
recycling, as anyone processing waste
containing hazardous materials (such as
refrigerant or mercury) must be properly licensed.
If you are wondering if your waste
hauler is licensed, Scott County has licensed all commercial garbage collection haulers, trucks, and companies to
ensure they meet state and local requirements. We also license some smaller individuals that pick-up items from businesses and homes in Scott County and

Businesses and individuals that
collect waste must be licensed
to ensure the waste is properly
managed.

ensure they are properly managing the
waste they collect and process. When
hiring an individual to collect and transport waste for you, please make sure that
business or individual that offers to take
your waste -- such as garbage, electronics, appliances, scrap metal, et cetera
-- is licensed to do so, if required, and
if they are not required to be licensed,
ask how they will manage your waste
to ensure that is properly disposed of or
recycled.
If you would like to know if the garbage hauler or individual you want to
hire to pick up that old mattress, appliance, TV, or garbage is licensed, or if
you are an individual that may need to
be licensed, please contact Scott County Environmental Services or visit the
Scott County Waste Navigator at https://
gis.co.scott.mn.us/wastenav/.

Material exchange program
offers deals for businesses
Minnesota Technical Assistance Program offer a material exchange program
to connect businesses that have reusable
goods they no longer need to others who
can use them. This free reuse network
is available to help prevent good materials from becoming waste and helps
saves businesses money. The exchange
is open to Minnesota non-profits, institutions, and businesses, including the
commercial and manufacturing sectors.
Materials that can be found on the
exchange site include:
• Building and construction
materials
• Chemicals and cleaners
(unopened)
• Classroom supplies and fixtures
• Commercial appliances
• Computers and office equipment
• Fixtures and parts
• Industrial and agricultural
byproducts

•

Sporting
goods
• Raw
materials
• Art supplies
• Wood
•
Metals
•
Paper
•
Glass
•
Furniture
• Motors, pumps, and other
electrical equipment
• Office supplies
• Paints, coatings, and stains
• Plastics, rubber, and composites
• Shipping and packaging materials
• Textiles, fabric, and leather
• Medical/laboratory equipment and
supplies
• Tools and manufacturing
equipment
For more information on MNTaps
Material Exchange program, visit www.
mnexchange.org.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.
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Healthy SCENE
By Lil Pinero
Public Health Community Planner

Prevention Coalition forms to
address youth substance use

In the Community Health Assessment survey conducted almost two years ago,
the residents of Scott County identified youth alcohol and drug use as the most concerning health issue in our County. As a result, Scott County Public Health applied
for (and received) a five-year federal grant to help combat this issue through the
Drug Free Communities Support Program.
The premise of the grant is that “local issues need local solutions.” Therefore,
the Scott County Prevention Coalition (SCPC) was restructured and rebranded in
2019 and has been creating their coalition from the ground up, based on identified
community needs and best practices in prevention.
The Scott County Prevention Coalition is comprised of community members in
diverse and various sectors of our community: Youth, parents, law enforcement,
youth-serving organizations, medical and health care, religious and fraternal organizations, civic organizations, business, media, school, and local and tribal government. We aim to engage all races, ethnicities, ages, and experiences to help keep
youth safe and substance-free in our communities.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the majority of what we know helps prevent
youth substance use (and abuse) has been decreased or eliminated in the last six
months. Now more than ever, we need our entire community to gather together to
help keep our children safe. We also need creative solutions for our community.
As a means of gathering more information, Scott County Public Health Staff
conducted Community Readiness Interviews in July and August. The confidential interviews of key stakeholders in our community included faith-based leaders, people in recovery, medical and treatment professionals, teachers, counselors,
law enforcement, mayors, judges, et cetera from all geographical regions of the
County. Once completed, the interviews were “scored” and then used to gauge how
ready our community is to tackle youth substance use, so that effective prevention
strategies can be implemented. These interviews have informed us of our top three
goals: Prioritize parent and community education around substance use, engage the
diverse pool of leaders in our community, and support schools.
First, our top goal is to educate parents on youth alcohol, prescription medication, and marijuana use (which includes vaping), so that they can speak with their
children in the home and identify signs and symptoms of use. With schools having
less in-person time with students, we need parents, now more than ever, to engage
with their children in these conversations. Additionally, we need our school boards,
city councils, township boards, and fraternal organizations to become educated on
youth substance use so that the entire community can better support youth at this
time.
Next, we will engage our diverse community in our prevention efforts. To do
so, we will meet with leaders from various ethnic and faith communities, assisted
living facilities, community leadership, government agencies, et cetera to learn
about their specific community needs, how they can help prevent exposure, and
addiction in youth. The creation of partnerships and the breaking down of silos is
incredibly important. We believe that youth substance use is not just an individual
family problem, but a community concern, and must be addressed as such.

Finally, we will connect with schools to support teachers, school nurses, chemical dependency counselors, administrative staff, etc. We are open to creative solutions to real needs that students and schools are facing, especially during COVID restrictions. This may include (but is not limited to) Naloxone training for
nursing staff, distribution of curriculum and materials for classroom teachers, staff
development trainings, guest speakers, et cetera. The SCPC has just entered into
a volunteer relationship with students from Shakopee High School’s Center for
Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS) program, who will be working on creating
both presentations and marketing materials around youth substance use for our
community.
We cannot raise children alone, and we cannot change our community without
education, support, and inclusion.
If you are interested in becoming be a part of the Scott County Prevention Coalition, please contact Lil Pinero at lpinero@co.scott.mn.us. All voices are welcome.

Burning wood? Do your part to reduce air pollution

Who doesn’t enjoy the smell of a
crackling wood fire? Well, if you’re in a
residential area, that might include quite
a few of your neighbors.
New federal standards went into effect this year that require all new wood
stoves to burn cleaner and more efficiently. The standards also apply to
fireplace inserts, built-in wood heaters,
and wood pellet stoves, as well as central heaters such outdoor wood boilers
and forced-air furnaces.
The standards will reduce emissions
for new stoves by over half. This will
help reduce exposure to particulate matter and other air pollutants which can
lead to respiratory and cardiovascular
health issues.
Minnesota has experienced a noticeable improvement in air quality over the
last several decades. However, even
though air quality has been trending
in the right direction, there’s still room
for improvement. Studies show that air
pollution still accounts for a significant
number of Twin Cities metropolitan
area deaths. With 75 percent of the air
pollution in Minnesota coming from
small unregulated sources (like residential wood and garbage burning, vehicle emissions, and construction equipment), individual residents play a huge
role in continuing the improvement of
our air quality.
What can you do to help improve the

•
•
•
•
•

Burn small, hot fires with seasoned wood to reduce smoke, increase
efficiency, and allow for easier control.

air quality in Scott County?
• Start every season by cleaning and
inspecting all indoor wood-burning
appliances and chimneys. Look
for air leakage, check for proper
drafting, and remove the buildup
of creosote. Creosote causes more
smoke to enter your home and can
catch fire.
• Minimize your exposure to smoke.
Even an outdoor fire can affect the
indoor air quality in your home or
the homes of your neighbors.
• Use only the most efficient
appliances. More efficient and
complete combustion produces
less air pollution.

•
•
•
•

Be a good neighbor! Always
consider those living around you
and the direction of the wind.
Never burn wood during air
pollution health alerts.
Burn only dry, seasoned wood.
Never burn other materials.
Anything other than dry firewood
will create even more smoke and is
often very toxic.

Do not burn:
• Green wood
• Wet wood
• Plywood, particle board, or any
wood with glue in it
• Treated wood

Plastics
Garbage
Colored newsprint or magazines
Pesticide-treated seed
Leaves -- try composting, or
mulching leaves with the mower
and leaving them on the lawn
when there are not too many of
them

Burning the items listed above may
release chemicals such as heavy metals, other air toxins, and dioxins that are
especially harmful to your health and
the environment. When using indoor
wood-burning appliances, you should
not smell smoke. Burn small, hot fires
so you can reduce smoke, increase efficiency, and allow for easier control. Remember, it can take six or more months
to properly season firewood. Seasoned
or dried wood burns much better with
less smoke.
We can all help to improve air quality and the health of those across the
region.
For more information on the new
federal standards for wood-burning
stoves and boilers, go to www.pca.state.
mn.us/featured/new-standards-woodburning-stoves-and-boilers. For information on where to dispose of problem
wastes, visit the Scott County website at
www.scottcountymn.gov and search for
“problem waste management.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Set a holiday spending target and stick to it
•

Holidays are definitely the time for giving… and
spending. And for many, holidays are also a season for
taking on too much debt. It doesn’t need to be that way
if you develop a game plan ahead of time. Start by
setting a holiday spending target. Staying under that
target will help relieve the stress of being broke after
the holidays.
Here are some ideas to use:
• Make a budget of how much you want to spend
and who you want to spend on. Have family
conversations about limiting the number of gifts,
or limiting their cost.
• Use cash as much as possible. Limit the use of
credit cards, as they make it very easy to spend
more than planned. Some stores have brought
back layaway plans. Layaway helps you get the
gift when you see the sale and then spread out the
payments over a certain period. You must pay in

•
•

Don’t get buried under holiday debt.

•

•

full before you can pick up the item.
Watch for sales and coupons for gifts and holiday
decorations and food items. Many free shopping
apps can assist in getting the latest deals. Check
your phone’s app store for Flipp and RetailMeNot
to help you find deals at the stores you shop.
Challenge stores to price match when you can.

•

Buy items early when you see them on sale if your
spending plan allows. Or take advantage of yearend sales for gift purchases that can wait until after
the holiday. This may be particularly helpful for
saving money on big ticket items.
Homemade gifts are a great way to personalize a
gift without breaking your budget.
Give a gift to an entire family or group instead
of each individual. This option may save money
as well as time searching out gifts for each person.
Gift cards can also be a welcome gift, but try to
give cards for retailers that the receiver frequents.

There are many ideas for smarter spending, or not
spending, at holiday time. Find the ways that make
sense for you and avoid paying holiday expenses
months after the event. For more information, contact
Samantha Roth, U of M Extension/Scott County Financial Capability Educator, at sroth@umn.edu.

How much debt is too much debt?
How can you determine if you are
getting into too much debt? A good
benchmark to use is your debt-to-income ratio (DTI). This ratio compares
the amount of money you pay toward
debt and the amount of money in your
take-home pay. Learn how to calculate
this ratio and see how much debt you
can safely handle.
Start by making a list of your monthly household debt payments. Remember that debt is only the payments you
make to repay a lender for money that
you’ve borrowed. Monthly expenses
such as rent or groceries are not classified as debt, so those wouldn’t be in-

cluded in the DTI. Furthermore, when
calculating your DTI, you don’t include
all types of debt. Do not include your
home mortgage payment. But do list
credit card debt, auto loans, student
loans, medical bills, or any other debt
you are making a monthly payment on.
Next, calculate your monthly takehome pay (this is your net income).
Once you have these two figures, divide the total debt payments per month
by your monthly net income. You will
likely get an answer that equals less than
one (such as 0.35 or 0.23). Now, multiply this number by 100 to see the percentage of your take-home pay that goes

After 43 years,
County librarian
Barb Hegfors retires

Last year, Scott
County Library celebrated its 50th anniversary. During that
time, we reflected on
the Library’s legacy.
What makes a library a
special place? The answer, in our eyes, is the
staff. It’s clear that we
wouldn’t be anywhere
without the contributions of our dedicated
staff. This year, we are
celebrating the legacy
Barb Hegfors
one of our longest
serving employees: Shakopee Library Branch Manager Barb Hegfors.
After 43 years of dedicated service, Barb Hegfors will retire at the end of 2020. Barb started at the
Savage Library in 1977, when the Library used a microfiche catalog and lent items like 8mm film. After
working at Savage and Shakopee for several years, she
moved permanently to Shakopee in 1983. She became
the Shakopee Branch Manager in 1989, guiding the
Shakopee Library through numerous changes, including a building move in 2003 and the installation of the
SmartPlay Spot in the Children’s Area. The Shakopee
Library is a welcoming oasis for residents and families
thanks to her leadership.
As a librarian, Barb has touched many lives. She
has built lasting relationships with school and community groups, serving on the Community Education
Board for several years. Staff, volunteers, and community members frequently reminisce on the growth
opportunities she has provided them. She is beloved
by library regulars, who frequently stop in to chat with
her or seek her assistance. Notably, her genealogy expertise has connected many customers to meaningful
information about their family trees.
Barb Hegfors embodies the true Spirit of Scott
County. She is graceful, resilient, and kind. Over the
past 43 years, she has provided excellent service no
matter how difficult the circumstances. Her legacy will
live on at Shakopee and throughout the Scott County
Library System. We are so proud of Barb, and we wish
her the best.

to pay down debt. Ideally, financial experts like to see a DTI of no more than
15 to 20 percent of your net income.
For example, a family with a $250 car
payment and $100 of monthly credit
card payments, and $2,500 net income
per month would have a DTI of 14 percent ($350/$2,500 = 0.14 or 14%). The
$350 of debt is 14 percent of the $2,500
monthly income.
The DTI is a very useful tool because
it lets you know how much debt you
currently have and how much more debt
you can safely take on. Use this formula
before deciding whether to make a new
purchase using credit. For example, if

you estimate that an extra $50 in monthly credit card payments will increase
your DTI above 20 percent, you may
want to wait to buy that new item until
your net income goes up or your total
monthly debt payment goes down.
Not all debt is bad! Some debt, such
as a home mortgage, is necessary for
some families. However, you need to be
a smart borrower. Calculate your DTI
and estimate how taking on more debt
will change before borrowing money or
purchasing on credit. For more information contact Samantha Roth, Scott
County Financial Capability Educator
at sroth@umn.edu.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Local teen serves on State
4-H Ambassador team
For Maria Braun, 4-H has been a part
of her life since she was born. Earlier
this year, the Scott County 4-Her was
selected to serve on a 31-person team of
Minnesota 4-H State Ambassadors. For
the next year, she will participate in a
variety of activities to promote and represent 4-H while planning and implementing high quality programming for
Minnesota’s youth.
Maria has been involved in several
activities in Scott County 4-H. She has
served as her club president and Leaders
Council secretary. In addition to her role
as a State Ambassador, she also serves
as a Scott County 4-H Ambassador and
helps plan events and service projects
in Scott County. Maria has participated
in almost every project area that 4-H
offers, but notes her favorite project is
crafts and fine arts.
The Minnesota 4-H State Ambassador program has offered leadership and
civic engagement to 4-H members and
their communities through service, pro-

motion and education across
the state for
over 50 years.
Ambassadors
are role models for other
4-Hers and they
serve as positive representatives of the
Minnesota 4-H
Maria Braun
program. They
represent a diverse group of 4-H projects, programs, and areas of the state.
Maria is looking forward to sharing new
ideas and encouraging youth participation during her year-long term.
4-H is a youth development program
of the University of Minnesota open to
youth grades Kindergarten through one
year past high school. To learn more
about 4-H, contact the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410 or visit
z.umn.edu/4hinfo.

4-H programs for youth
adjusted during pandemic
4-H educators and volunteers have
adapted existing youth development
programs and developed innovative,
new experiences to meet the unique
needs of youth and families today.
4-H club members have engaged in local opportunities and connected with
statewide opportunities in a variety of
formats.
In the last several months, thousands
of 4-Hers across Minnesota have taken
part in at least one 4-H opportunity. 4-H
educators have designed and distributed more than 4,300 learning kits so
youth can engage in exploration away
from screens. Kit topics included arts,
science, gardening, and animals. Selfpaced learning has also taken place. An
example of this is learning to sew with
Scott County 4-Her Sanya, who taught
sewing techniques and how to make
cloth napkins through a series of videos
that a Minnesota 4-H youth can do on
their own time.
Minnesota 4-H is a youth development program available throughout
Minnesota for youth grades K-one year

after high school.
4-H’s learn-by-doing model guides
youth in designing
and participating
in their own programs and activities, which results
in hands-on learning. Through this unique process, youth
obtain essential life skills such as problem solving, decision making, coping,
and communicating that prepare them
to succeed in their school, college, community, and careers. Research shows
that youth who participate in 4-H have
better grades and are more emotionally engaged with school, are more than
twice as likely to be civically active,
contribute to their communities, and are
47 percent less likely to have risky or
problem behaviors. To learn more about
4-H in Scott County, visit https://local.
extension.umn.edu/local/scott/4-h
or
call the Scott County Extension office at
(952) 492-5410.

Register now for
virtual Master
Gardener classes

The Carver-Scott Master Gardener library classes will look a bit different
this year. We are beginning the year with virtual learning, for our February
and March classes. Please go to www.carverscottmastergardeners.org to
register. There you will be provided with the Zoom link for the class. Please
join us for an evening of learning with our University of Minnesota certified
volunteers.
Classes Offered

Class Date

Nature Heals

February 10, 2021

Growing Herbs

February 17, 2021

TBD

February 24, 2021

Fruit Trees in the Landscape

March 3, 2021

Food Preservation

March 10, 2021

Starting Seeds Indoors

March 17, 2021

Beginning Vegetable Gardening

March 24, 2021

Small Space Gardening

March 31, 2021
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EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Prepare your emergency plan

In the last two articles, we discussed the importance of maintaining a water supply and developing a family communications plan. Do you know what you would
do if faced with a disaster? This year, the one thing that is certain – absolutely nothing is certain. Let’s review the steps to create a family emergency plan.
The first step in developing a family emergency plan is to assess the threats that
may impact your community. Most disasters that impact Scott County involve high
winds or heavy rain. This year has brought civil unrest and a highly infectious disease into the spotlight. Some of the other emergencies that can impact your home
include a transportation accident, utility failures, extreme heat or cold, blizzards,
landslides, and fires.
The next step is to have an open conversation about the planning for a disaster.
It is easy to think that it can’t happen here. Most of the time it doesn’t. But when
it does, those that have prepared are more likely to recover. During a disaster, each
family member should know what their job is and what to expect.
Your family should develop a plan for actions to take in reacting to disaster. You
don’t need to focus on all the bad things that could happen – just what you could
do should a problem arise. You should have a plan on how to evacuate, shelter in
place, deal with a utility failure, and deal with a loss of communications.
If an emergency required you to evacuate your home, do you know where you
would reunite with your family? In grade school, most of us created escape plans
for a house fire. What if the hazard was a gas leak or chemical spill requiring a large
evacuation area? Where would you reunite with family members? Since cell phone
networks get quickly overloaded in a disaster, every family member needs to know
the meeting locations before a crisis strikes.
If you were told to shelter in place for a hazardous materials spill, would you
know what to do? If the air around your home is hazardous, it may be the safest
to shelter in place. You should shut off heating and cooling systems that bring in
fresh air into your home and close doors and windows. Leaky doors and windows
should be sealed with tape or wet towels. Seek out updates through media sources.
The good news is that most hazards are lighter or heavier than air and will dissipate
rather quickly.
If you were told to shelter in place for an act of violence, where would you go?
In most cases, the same place you shelter from a tornado will provide protection
from acts of violence. In homes with basements, the lowest level away from windows can be the safest place to wait the threat out.
Plan for utility failures in both summer and winter. Storms, accidents, and equipment failures can knock power out for hours at a time. It is a lot easier to switch
dinner plans to grilling when it is warm out than it is when it is subzero. If you have
a gas fireplace, your fireplace may have a manual ignition button. Check with your
manufacturer or installer.
Creating a family disaster plan does not need to be complicated. A little planning
can go a long way in helping your family overcome a stressful situation.

Military mission

“It started out that I wanted to send
Megan and her closest comrades some
of her favorite holiday cookies, but we
found out that either we could just send
a package to Megan or we had to send
something for the whole company. They
can’t share, and we couldn’t send homemade cookies,” said Lenzmeier.
Megan, a 2020 graduate of Jordan
High School, had suggested that her
mom get students to write letters to her
fellow soldiers since she really enjoyed
receiving regular mail from children of
family friends. So Lenzmeier contacted
Jordan Elementary School and the second, third, and fourth graders got busy
writing 250 letters. The fifth graders
were tasked with decorating bags for the
care packages.
Meanwhile, using money raised
from a GoFundMe page, seed money
from Thrivant Financial, and donations solicited through Facebook posts
to friends and family, Lenzmeier and
friends ordered black socks (required
for uniforms), lip balm, packages of
body wet wipes, and individually packaged red, white, and blue frosted cutout
turkey sugar cookies that said “thank

From Page 1

you” to put into the care packages. The
bags were completed with the students’
appreciation letters.
A small group that ended up being
mainly the Lenzmeier family (because
of COVID restrictions) gathered at Penney Family Chiropractic in Jordan—
Lenzmeier’s workplace—after hours
and assembled the bags and packaged
them so they could be shipped on Nov.
20, prior to the company’s second graduation day, after which the active duty
soldiers would immediately be sent to
their next base of service. Shipping
costs alone where $360, but expenses
were covered through donations.
“I am so grateful for our community as they all came together to get this
done,” said Lenzmeier, who heard while
working on the project that their daughter may not make it home for quite some
time and that they couldn’t even leave
their compound to go to the PX (Post
Exchange) to purchase items. “Hopefully, those care packages -- which
may be the only ones they receive this
Christmas -- will give them a little
boost through a tough time,” she said.

Learn how to reduce salt pollution
The Scott SWCD and the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) are partnering together to host a free, new
Homeowner Winter Management webinar on chloride pollution.
The event will be held via zoom on Dec. 15, from 6:30-7:30
p.m. To register, call the Scott SWCD Education Specialist,
Shelby Roberts, at (952) 492-5448 or go online to scottswcd.org
and click on “News & Events”. Pre-registration is required for
webinar attendance.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Community Crime Map keeps residents
informed about neighborhood crime

In addition to posting crime data and other information on our website and
through social media, we also use an interactive, online Community Crime Map.
The intent of the map is to provide commonly requested information in a way that
is easily accessible to the public, helps foster awareness, and promotes community
engagement and collaboration to help meet public safety goals.
This Community Crime Map has been available to the public for several years,
but we hope to remind people they can utilize this service to gain a better understanding of crime throughout Scott County and make more informed decisions
about how to stay safe.
The Community Crime Map puts the same technology used by law enforcement
to analyze and interpret crime activity into the hands of the public. The mapping software interfaces with our records management system, and Sheriff’s Office
crime data are automatically uploaded twice daily. Users
can also access crime data from local and regional law enforcement agencies that are linked to the application.
The Community Crime Map is published through LexisNexis and can be accessed by going to the Scott County
Sheriff’s webpage at www.scottcountymn.gov/crimemap.
The site allows users to view crime activity near places
that are important to them, such as their home, place of
employment, or even near their child’s school. Users can
easily select the date range and the types of incidents they Scan to connect to
would like to see projected on a map of Scott County and the Sheriff’s Office
the surrounding area, as well as create simple reports and Crime Map webpage.
charts.
The site also includes an email-based crime alert service that allows users to
subscribe to receive reports via email regarding crime near their location of choice.
There is no charge to view the maps, charts, reports, or to receive the crime alerts.
In order to protect the public’s privacy, the Community Crime Map does not include incidents with private or confidential data. The Sheriff’s Office uses the law
enforcement version (private/classified data) of this software, just as the public can
use the public version (public data) to help us analyze crime trends in the townships
and surrounding areas.

Not only are there multiple exhibits in the Creative Arts Building at the Scott
County Fair, but volunteers staff multiple activities that take place during the
five-day event. More volunteers are always needed.

For over 104 years, residents
have exhibited their creative
talents at the Scott County Fair

People have been walking through
the Creative Arts Building at the Scott
County Fair for many years, but few
know and appreciate the history of the
building. Here is a short background of
the history of the Creative Arts Building.
In 1916, the Jordan Independent noted that a new Women’s Building was to
be built at the end of summer, for the
amount of $1,350, at the south end of the
Scott County Fairgrounds. This building and all its related projects would
eventually give rise to the Creative Arts
Building we know today. The premium
Important things to keep in mind:
books from 1940 and 1941 offered more
• Only reported incidents are represented on the map. Not all crime and other options and divisions broken down into
incidents are reported to law enforcement.
rural and semi-graded schools, (grades
• Not all incidents are crimes, and many incidents do not generate a police
1-8, ages 6-16) and high and graded
report. Quality of life issues -- such as noise, animal complaints, and
schools. In the premium books from
parking/driving complaints -- are not typically criminal in nature and may not 1959-1966, there was a push to have exgenerate a police report.
hibits include the work of as many of
• Pinpoints on the crime map are near where the crime occurred but not the
the grades as possible.
exact address.
In 1995, a new 50’ by 100’ home ac• Statistics can be misleading. Comparing data in different areas to decide
tivities/education exhibit building was
which area is safer is difficult. Some areas contain higher density housing
built, replacing the old 24’ by 48’ home
and/or commercial properties that may generate higher volumes of incidents/ activities and school exhibit buildings.
crimes than lower density housing with little or no commercial properties.
During this time, it was proposed to
• No one can predict solely based on past data exactly where crime will occur. change the building’s name from Cre• Although people tend to be most fearful of crimes committed by strangers,
ative Arts/School Exhibits to Creative
many reported crimes are committed by friends, acquaintances, and
Arts and Education Building.
family members.
Today, the building offers a plethora
• Do not rely on statistics alone when drawing conclusions about certain areas of project areas including children’s art,
or selecting a new place to live. Visit the area at different times of the day to
baking, sewing, quilting, photography,
see what it’s like. Talk to neighbors and businesses in the area. Find out if
woodworking, vegetables, flowers, and
there is a neighborhood association and contact the neighborhood leader.
more. It takes many volunteers to run
• Data provided on the Community Crime Map are susceptible to a degree
this building. There are many loyal parof error due to the complexities of the processes involved in compiling and
ticipants and volunteers who help make
presenting the data.
the creative arts experience and exhibits
better each year. These volunteers perAlthough Scott County continues to be a safe, secure community with relatively
low crime rates, I would still encourage everyone to check out the Community
Crime Map and sign up for the alerts to stay informed. Keeping the public informed of local crime information helps us work alongside our community and is
effective in reducing crime.
ing capacity.
If you have questions about the Community Crime Map, please feel free to
“We have not opened up our alternacontact me anytime using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@ tive sites yet,” Brodsky told the County
co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or commissioners, adding that some elecby mail at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN tive surgeries may again be delayed in
55379. You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov/sheriff.
order to keep hospital beds available for
other emergencies and COVID patients.
As of Dec. 1, 366 Scott County residents had been hospitalized with COVID, 60 of them in intensive care. Fifty-four County residents had died from
complications of COVID.
The Governor’s four-week shutdown
of bars and restaurants began Nov. 20
at midnight, and Brodsky said that the
majority of cases immediately prior to
the shutdown could be tracked to bars
and restaurants, private social gatherings, and late night outings. She said
that at one bar in Scott County, the bartender had COVID and 13 people who
had been sitting at the bar ended up test-

form tasks such as judging, clerking, set
up, clean up, and more. In 2019, there
were about 65 people who volunteered
in the Creative Arts and Education
Building.
Pat Will, one of the creative arts
superintendents, stated, “the Creative
Arts Building is a place where people,
ages 1 to 100, can show their talents in
everything they can make, bake, sew
and grow.” Will’s sentiments about the
building are similar to other loyal volunteers, such as Lori Pint, Joy Schmitt,
Dianne Jabs, Barb Lehnen, Cheryl Schmeig, and many more.
(If you would like a more detailed
history of the Creative Arts Building,
please check out our website at https://
scottcountyfair.org/wp-content/uploads/
History-and-Meaning-of-Creative-ArtsBuilding-2020.pdf to see what superintendent, Pat Will, put together to help
learn the history of this great event at
the Scott County Fair.)
If you’re interested in helping in the
Creative Arts Building, please feel free
to contact Pat Will at (952) 447-1652.
You can also contact any of the superintendents listed at the top of the premium
book. See the Scott County Fair website
for the current premium book at https://
scottcountyfair.org/forms/creative-artseducation-horticulture-registration/.
And start planning ahead for next
year’s Fair entries! We hope to see you
and your entries at the Scott County Fair
-- July 26 - August 1, 2021 – we’re planning on “Double the Fun in 2021.”

COVID-19 cases

From Page 1

ing positive as well. She said there have
been some weddings, and she commended the hosts for the precautions
they had taken, but there have still been
a few outbreaks.
Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen
said Nov. 24 his department had not issued any citations for breaking the Governor’s orders. “We prefer to educate,”
he told the County Board. However,
he said they would take action, for example, if bars were open against orders.
Brodsky added that the state had issued
citations.
Even with promising vaccines being
developed and a plan for distribution
nearly ready to implement, Brodsky is
anticipating an increase in cases after
the holidays. “Unfortunately, I’m afraid
it will get worse before it gets better,”
she said.
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Recreation Pass Plus
Getting outside has been so important for many of us in these unprecedented times
of Covid-19. The wide open spaces of local parks, trails and public lands allow us to
connect safely with neighbors, friends and family, and they offer us a place to find
peace and comfort among uncertainty and worry.
Being in nature lifts our spirits, tests our strengths and gives us the chance to feel
connected to something bigger than ourselves whether we’re hiking through a
colorful autumn forest, biking urban trails or taking in lake views from a favorite park
bench.
We believe everyone should have access to these valuable outdoor experiences — to
play, relax, explore and discover the world, like meeting wildlife up close at a program,
learning new outdoor skills from experts and skiing through a frosty winter woods.
To help make these kinds of opportunities available for all and connect everyone to
the beauty of the great outdoors, we offer a number of options for fee assistance to
help when financial limitations occur, including the Recreation Pass Plus card.
The Recreation Pass Plus card is a one-year pass that offers free equipment rentals,
discounts on programs and events and free recreation passes. Recreation passes
include dog off-leash areas, cross-country skiing and more.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

The Recreation Pass Plus card is available for families and individuals who live in
Hennepin and Scott counties and are experiencing financial difficulty. Learn more
about the Recreation Pass Plus card and apply online at ThreeRiversParks.Link/
RecreationPassPlus or call 763.559.6700.
Find more information about Three Rivers fee assistance at ThreeRiversParks.org/
FeeAssistance.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
763.694.7777
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers ice fishing, a
1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for hiking and snowshoeing, picnic areas, a
canoe launch and beach.

Programs
Try various recreation skills or explore Minnesota history.
Browse an upcoming list at threeriversparks.link/programs

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
763.694.7777
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for everyone.
Amenities include lighted cross-country ski trails, a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of
paved trail around Cleary Lake, 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, beach and more.

Share Your Vision!
The master plan for Cleary Lake Regional Park is being updated. Give feedback, take a
virtual tour of the park and learn about what’s next in the planning process.
LetsTalkThreeRivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
763.694.7784
Visit The Landing to discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives on the
frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the preterritorial era through the late 1800s. The park offers a trail along the river, picnic areas and
fishing opportunities.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378
763.694.7777
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the
Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails and 3-acre
dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains in a natural state, making it a great location for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird
Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Skuya Drive Northwest, Prior Lake, MN 55372
763.694.7777
Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a 10-acre dog offleash area. Walkers, bikers and in-lines skaters enjoy rolling hills, woods and meadows.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated
into 24 languages. Select the language at
the bottom of each page.
Translation by phone at:
763.559.6700
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. Watch this page for current
and future information from us and our many SCALE
partners!

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
had help from 52 volunteers for their Fall CleanUp. They helped remove lots of buckthorn, leaves,
branches, and other organic matter.

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:

Successful Fall Clean-Up in
Prior Lake parks

Neighbors,
local
Scout packs, and community members all
pitched in over the
course of a weekend
this fall to remove
1.2 tons of buckthorn
around Jeffers Pond
and rake leaves at Sand
Point Beach Park. Despite challenges imposed by the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic
and a surprise October
snowfall, 52 volunteers
signed up to help make Even the young volunteers
this fall’s Clean Water helped remove leaves.
Clean-Up a success.
The regular spring and fall event is in its sixth year and
was hosted by the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District and City of Prior Lake.
Buckthorn is an invasive shrub originally from Europe which can take over a forest’s understory, crowding out native species and degrading habitat for wildlife. Future events hope to further tackle buckthorn at
Jeffers to protect the high-quality maple basswood forest around Jeffers Pond.
Leaves, grass clippings, and other organic matter
affect water quality when they wash down street gutters into the storm drains which end up in our lakes.
Urban development causes excess amounts of these
natural materials to be released into lakes, where they
break down and release phosphorus which feeds algae.
Algae blooms can be a serious threat to water quality,
aquatic life, property values, and water recreation.

From Savage:

Share you perspective by
joining a Resident Advisory
Commission

The Savage City Council values the involvement
of residents, and has four resident advisory commissions which provide opportunities for participation.
Serving on a commission is a great way to provide
input and discuss important issues with your fellow
residents. Our goal is to have our commissions reflect
a broad cross-section of the diverse perspectives that
make up our community. Please consider applying for
a commission to share your perspective, opinions, and
recommendations to our City Council members. For

more information on the role of each commission and
to apply, go to cityofsavage.com or contact City Administrator Brad Larson at blarson@cityofsavage.com
or (952) 882-2660. The deadline to apply is January
4, 2021.

Check out the best holiday
lights in Prior Lake/Savage

Wondering where the best holiday light displays
are in the Prior Lake/Savage area? Savage Parks and
Recreation and Prior Lake Parks and Recreation have
teamed up to create a Making Spirits Bright Holiday Light Tour map which will be available online at
cityofpriorlake.com/lights beginning Dec. 15. Driving
around to see all the festive holiday lights is a great
way to observe social distancing while getting out of
the house.

A statue of Samuel Pond, Shakopee’s first white
settler, was installed in downtown Shakopee near
the statue of Chief Sakpe, the City’s namesake.

Haskew, who also sculpted the Chief Sakpe statue at
the Highway 101 entrance.

City receives state bonding
funds for Highway 169
pedestrian overpass

We take old holiday lights,
now through Jan. 15

Bring your old, tangled, and broken holiday lights
to Savage City Hall, 6000 McColl Dr. between now
and January 15, and the City will bring them to the
Scott County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. Note: You can drop off holiday lights all year
round, free of charge at the Scott County HHW. Due
to COVID, Scott County residents must schedule
a drop-off appointment at scottcountymn.gov/578/
Household-Hazardous-Waste.

From Shakopee:

Shakopee Police earn
community policing award

The International Association of Chiefs of Police
has selected the Shakopee Police Department as the
recipient of its 2020 IACP Leadership Award for midsize agencies. The department was recognized for its
initiative, innovation, and excellence in law enforcement practices. This is the second time in five years the
department has earned this prestigious award.
“We are honored to be recognized among much
larger agencies for the work our officers do on a daily
basis,” said Shakopee Police Chief Jeff Tate. “Community policing is not just a program here but an integral part of our culture. There is nothing we value
more than our relationships with this community, and
it’s great to have our efforts recognized at such a high
level.”
The Shakopee Police Department was recognized
for its strong partnerships with the community in addressing some its most pressing crimes. These partnerships include the department’s award-winning gift
card ordinance to reduce fraud, Sober Ride Home initiative to curb impaired driving and Lock It Shakopee
campaign to reduce thefts and burglaries.
The award also highlights the department’s numerous community outreach initiatives that go beyond traditional police programs (Night to Unite, Coffee with
a Cop, etc.) and engage the community in caring for its
neighbors. These programs include diaper drives, winter coat drives, Loaves and Fishes meal service, blood
drives, and more. In 2019, 86 percent of department
staff volunteered in the community.

New downtown statue honors
Rev. Samuel Pond

On Oct. 30, the city dedicated a new statue of Rev.
Samuel Pond near the River City Centre in downtown
Shakopee. The statue honors one the community’s
first white settlers, who was invited by Dakota leader
Sakpe II to set up a mission and school in the village
of Tinta Otunwe. Pond also helped develop a Dakota
alphabet. The sculpture was created by artist Denny

The City of Shakopee recently received $2 million
toward the construction of a pedestrian bridge over
Highway 169. With the passage of the state bonding
bill, trail users of all ages and abilities could soon
have a new trail bridge crossing near Gateway Drive/
Quarry Lake Park and Southbridge. The overpass will
connect to parks, residential areas, commercial businesses, employment opportunities and industrial areas.
Elements include path, trail, and sidewalk construction; streetscaping; wayfinding; and right-of-way.
Construction is tentatively planned for 2022. The $2
million funding toward the pedestrian trail bridge is
part of a $1.87 billion state infrastructure bonding bill.

Shakopee named among
Best Places to Live

The City of Shakopee was listed among Money
Magazine’s 2020 Best Places to Live. Shakopee was
listed No. 30. The annual ranking of the Best Places to
Live features 50 towns and cities where the economy,
job growth and housing market remained strong despite COVID-19 disruptions.
Shakopee was recognized not only for its entertainment options but also its “strong economy in Shakopee, which has seen a nine percent rise in employment
since 2015 alone. Home prices are quite favorable for
the region, too,” according to the report.
Money looked at a list of 1,890 locations through
the United States to pick its top 50 winners. This year,
it looked at towns and cities with a population of at
least 25,000 and ranked the Best Places to Live by
putting the greatest emphasis on economic factors,
like employment opportunities, as well as supply and
demand for homes, cost of living, quality of schools,
racial and economic diversity, and health and safety.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

Free Christmas Tree Drop-Off

Recycle your tree for free at the SMSC Organics
Recycling Facility this winter. From Monday, Dec. 28,
through Friday, Jan. 29, Scott County residents can
bring their trees, garlands, wreaths, and spruce tops to
the SMSC Organics Recycling Facility free of charge.
Items may be dropped off Monday through Friday,
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 1905 Mystic Lake Drive South
in Shakopee. Christmas trees must be free of all noncompostable decorations, tinsel, and flocking. Please
note the SMSC Organics Recycling Facility will be
closed on New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, and Martin Luther King Jr. Day. As a tribe committed to being a good steward of the earth, this environmentally
friendly program allows trees to be repurposed and
utilized for composting operations.
Please visit shakopeedakota.org for more
information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Recognizing Scott County’s Civil War veterans

By Rose James
SCHS Program Manager
When the Civil War broke out in
the United States, Minnesota had been
a state for only three years. It had been
a US territory for fewer than ten years
before that. Scott County was also relatively new. The County was established
in 1853, but vastly reduced in territory in 1855 due to a conflict between
Scott and Dakota Counties. In 1860, the
County had a European American population of approximately 4600.
The County was not immune to the
impact of the Civil War. The fight coincided with the U.S.-Dakota war of 1862.
This war had a profound impact on the
County’s Dakota population, and it was
not uncommon for Scott County’s European American Civil War veterans to
have been involved in both conflicts. Although slavery was technically banned
in Minnesota, enslaved African AmeriA.G. McConnell, photo from around
cans were still part of Scott County’s 1865. From the SCHS collections
story, connected to river boats along the
Minnesota or to army officers at Fort then moved West, lured by the prospect
Snelling. The war also impacted eco- of land ownership. The McConnells
nomic development in the County, de- settled in Pennsylvania, then traveled to
laying the building of a railroad system. Iowa and Illinois, eventually coming to
When war broke out, Minnesota was Minnesota in 1854.
When the family arrived in the area,
the first state to volunteer to send soldiers to fight on behalf of the Union. they settled at Fort Ridgely. The enThroughout the war, approximately 650 campment had been built a year earlier
men from Scott County enlisted to fight in 1853, in response to the 1851 treaties
-- a huge number in a County with a Eu- between the Dakota government and the
ropean American population of fewer United States. Fort Ridgley’s main goal
than 5000. The following are the stories was to ensure that Dakota lands became
of just two of Scott County’s Civil War available for resettlement by European
veterans: John McConnell and Ernest Americans. John McConnell’s father
was employed by the military to build
Boessling.
boats and run the sawmill for the fort.
After two winters at Fort Ridgely,
John McConnell
John McConnell was born in Ayr, the family moved to Blakeley Township
Scotland in 1846. In 1849, soon after with the goal of starting a farm. These
John’s birth, the family decided to move plans were waylaid by the outbreak of
to the United States. Like many other the Civil War. In 1862, John McConimmigrant families of the time, they nell’s father A. G. McConnell enlisted in
initially settled on the East Coast and the 8th Minnesota Regiment. At age 17
in March of 1863, John McConnell enlisted in the Third Company of the Minnesota Volunteer Cavalry, later known
as Brackett’s Battalion. He served until
the end of the war.
During their first winter of service,
the companies were stationed at Benton
Barracks near St. Louis, Missouri. Due
to weather and poor sanitation, many of
the men fell ill. In February 1862, the
struggling company was assigned to
garrison duty in the hopes of improving their health and training. They garrisoned at Forts Henry and Heiman in
John McConnell wearing a G.A.R Tennessee for over a year. During this
uniform around 1940. From the SCHS time, they were employed in riding to
collections.
escort prisoners and deliver informa-

tion. They also repaired telegraph lines,
and scouted for opposing forces. There
were occasional skirmishes with Confederate guerrillas.
In June and July of 1863, the regiment participated in the Tullahoma
Campaign. In little more than a week,
the Army of the Cumberland drove Confederate forces out of middle Tennessee.
In January 1864, the unit was sent
home on a thirty-day furlough. Because
of ongoing conflicts with the Dakota in
the aftermath of the U.S.-Dakota War of
1862, Brackett and Governor Alexander
Ramsey arranged for the cavalrymen to
be reassigned to the Department of the
Northwest. The veteran soldiers were
reorganized into a new battalion. Major
Brackett was given command, giving
the unit the name “Brackett’s Battalion.”
Brackett’s Battalion began the second chapter of its service in February
1864. The unit joined General Alfred
Sully’s army for the Northwestern Indian Expedition into Dakota Territory.
The expedition was the continuation of
a punitive campaign against the Dakota
begun in 1863. It was also an effort to
remove Dakota people, who were living in areas that blocked access to gold
that had recently been found at the Missouri headwaters. During this time, John
McConnell fought alongside his father,
who had also been stationed in the Western part of North America. The battalion
spent the winter of 1865, ironically, at
Fort Ridgely. In May and June of 1866,
the men were finally mustered out.
John McConnell returned to Minnesota, where he lived out the remainder
of his life as a farmer. He was active
in the Grand Army of the Republic, or
GAR, a nationwide veterans’ organization for Civil War soldiers.
Ernest Boessling
Ernest Boessling was born in Hanover, Germany in 1847. In 1856, his
family moved to Belle Plaine. In February 1862, Ernest Boessling enlisted at
Fort Snelling. With him, he had a note
saying that he was 18, and had his family’s “full consent and permission to
…enlist into the United States Army
for three years or during the war.” In
actuality, Boessling was only 15 at the
time. It is unknown whether his parents
had actually written the note, or he had
forged the paperwork himself. Regardless, he was accepted into the Union
Army and joined Company D of the 5th
Minnesota.
After enlistment, he was initially
sent to Fort Abercrombie where he
fought in the U.S.-Dakota war of 1862.

Ernest Boessling in his Civil War
uniform. From the SCHS collections.

In May 1863, Company D left Minnesota and joined up with the rest of the
5th to Mississippi for the Vicksburg
campaign. The Siege of Vicksburg lasted 40 days. During the fighting, Boessling became sick and was sent to Camp
Sherman, where he died on September
10. He was only 17. He has a stone in
Oakwood Cemetery in Belle Plaine that
reads “Juvenile Hero.” The stone is only
a marker, and Ernest Boessling is buried
at Vicksburg.
The story of Ernest Boessling’s service does not end with his death. Ernest
Boessling’s mother, Sophia Boessling,
was born on May 20, 1815 in Hanover,
Germany. As a young woman, she and
her husband Christian traveled to the
United States and eventually settled in
Belle Plaine. Ernest was their only child.
After his death, Sophia Boessling decided to keep his memory alive through
charitable works. She saved as much as
she could from Ernest’s pension, inheritance from her brother, and money she
received after her husband passed away.
She eventually used this savings to open
a facility that provided housing for the
elderly and orphaned children in Belle
Plaine. She dubbed this institution “The
Home.” As she aged, Sophia Boessling herself moved into the facility. The
Home was officially dedicated November 8, 1898, supposedly just two days
before Sophia Boessling’s death.
The Home still exists today. It has expanded, and is today known as the Lutheran Home Association, which manages several facilities for area seniors.

Scott SWCD native tree sale opens Jan. 1

Do you have an empty spot in your yard could use
some landscaping? Want to add natural beauty, reduce
your lawn maintenance, and become more environmentally friendly? The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) wants to help!
The Scott SWCD will be hosting their annual tree
sale in April 2021, where you can pick up Minnesotanative bundles of tree sapling and native plant kits.
Orders open for sale on January 1 at scottswcdtrees.
com. Order forms will be open until the beginning of
spring, but order your trees as soon as they go on sale
to ensure your top species are in stock!
The tree sale is a great opportunity for residents
to add high-quality, low-cost natural plantings to their
yard or acreage. The trees consist of native species that
thrive in all types of wild Minnesota weather. Native
trees are specially adapted to our local weather conditions. Among their many benefits, native trees require
far less water than tropical trees—saving you time and
money. They also provide habitat for birds and other
wildlife, and prevent invasive species from spreading.

There will be 25 varieties of trees and shrubs for
sale, including seven conifers, 10 deciduous trees,
and eight deciduous shrubs. The sale will also have
backyard bundles, which are convenient mixes of five
tree species that can be easily planted in urban or rural
yards. Native seed mixes, rain barrels, and tree supplies (mats, spades, tree shelters, and marking flags)
will also be available for purchase. Last year, the
SWCD sold a whopping 29,000 trees, selling out of
most available species. Join the movement and watch
your property take on a new dimension of beauty and
conservation!
Orders will be available for pickup on Friday, April
30, 2021 at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.
Put in your order early to ensure the species you want
are available.
You can order online at www.scottswcdtrees.com or
send your order and payment to the Scott SWCD Office, 7151 190 St. W, Suite 125, Jordan. Call the Scott
SWCD office at (952) 492-5425, or send an e-mail to
scottswcdtrees@gmail.com for more information.

Order native trees that thrive in Minnesota weather.
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Conservation efforts showcased in SWCD/WMO tour

Various elected officials toured conservation highlights during the annual Scott Watershed Management
Organization (WMO) and Soil and Water Conservation District’s (SWCD) Fall Conservation Tour held
on Sept. 28. The tour is held each year to demonstrate
progress that has been made in preserving and enhancing natural resources, and also to discuss current challenges facing conservation.
This year, the tour looked a little different. In light
of the COVID-19 pandemic, attendees arrived at sites
in separate cars rather than the typical shared tour bus,
and masks were donned for safety. But despite the
changes, the tour highlighted important water quality
concerns, created great conversations, and plans for
the future. The theme in 2020 was focused on increasing water levels in Scott County, with an emphasis on
containment and filtration solutions. The Scott SWCD
and WMO work extensively with landowners to help
promote water quality, and to implement conservation
practices on the matter. Wetland restorations, lakeshore stabilizations, and native shoreline plantings are
just several services that the Scott SWCD and WMO
provide.
The first stop of the tour was the public access point
at McMahon Lake. The launch site has seen increasing water levels since 2014, and deterioration of the
boat launch as a result. SWMO Water Resource Spe-

Tour attendees socially distanced as they looked
at a restored wetland in Helena Township.

cialist, Melissa Bokman, spoke on the importance of
short- and long-term solutions to increased flooding.
She also spoke on the dangers that residential septic
systems as well as and local fish and wildlife will face
if nothing is done to reduce the lake’s water levels. A
short-term solution in the form of a constructed outlet
has been conceptualized for the lake.
The tour’s second stop was to local farmer Ray

Soller’s former crop field in Belle Plaine, where attendees got a viewing of his future wetland restoration
project. Soller will be restoring 24 acres of cropland
into native prairie and wetland with the help of the
Scott SWCD’s Technical Assistance and Cost Share
Program. The project will save over 1,700 tons of soil
every year once it is completed, and will restore the areas natural wetland function, value, habitat, and diversity. The viewing of what cropland looks like before
it’s restored back to its natural state was a good transition for attendees as they moved onto their next stop.
The tour’s third and final stop was to the newly restored wetland area in Helena. Scott SWCD District
Director Troy Kuphal presented at the site, speaking
on the project’s history, success, and future impacts.
The restoration project (which started back in 2017)
restored 48 acres of wetland and 32 acres of native
prairie to the County. Restoring wetlands provides
food and habitat for waterfowl, deer, pollinators, and
other wildlife; protects groundwater; and reduces water pollution from runoff. The impacts from Helena’s
and Ray Soller’s wetland restoration will benefit the
Scott County environment for generations.
The tour was attended by 12 people and served once
again as a valued tradition of showcasing the fantastic
conservation projects happening in Scott County.

Local farmers plant for soil health: Year in review
Scott County is home to many hardworking farmers, and the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
is lucky enough to work with some to
make our environment better. At the end
of this unprecedented year, the Scott
SWCD wants to recognize farmers and
producers who have been working to
change their operations, becoming more
environmentally sustainable.
The farmers highlighted below have
all implemented various conservation
practices that benefit soil health. While
the methods are tailored for individual
farms, the benefits remain the same:
Conserve resources, reduce erosion,
and increase soil health while remaining
profitable.
Schultz family, Belle Plaine farmers

Rob and Chris Schultz manage 950
acres in Belle Plaine, rotating corn and
soybeans as their primary operation.
Influential in the soil health community, the Schultzes use precision equipment for planting, spraying and combining. Precision agriculture combines
the use of GPS and traditional farming
equipment, helping to prevent planting
and herbicide overlap as it plants and
sprays. The Schultzes also have plans
to purchase a fertilizer spreader that utilizes variable rate application (VRA).
This will help them achieve similar
benefits received from their precision
equipment.
Not only do the Schultzes and the
environment benefit from this technology, but they also work with the Belle

Chris Schultz stands in his field in
Belle Plaine.

Plaine FFA, helping the students learn
about precision technology on their own
school’s fields. This is a great resource
for students, giving them exposure to
new farming technology, and showing
them the benefits of these soil health
practices.
When asked why they made the shift
to more technical equipment, the Schultzes had an easy answer. “If you don’t
keep up with the times, you get left in
the dust.”
Beyond the use of GPS technology,
the Schultzes have also worked with the
Scott SWCD on a cover crop test plot
for the last three years. The test plot is
part of ongoing studies to find the best
cover crop formulas in the Scott County
area.

Rob Casey, Credit River Farmer

Rob Casey and family, farming over
1000 acres across Credit River and Prior
Lake, were among the first farmers in
the county to try cover crops.
Cover crops are planted—as their
name suggests—for cover on a farm
field, rather than for the purpose of being harvested. They reduce soil erosion, pests, weed, and diseases, and
they increase soil health, stability, and
biodiversity.
Casey explored different application
methods and seed mixes over the years,
trying just about every method from
no-till drilling to aerial application. He
alters the strategies based on his proximity to the fields, aerial seeding his
acres farther from home, and planting
harvested cover crops for feed close to
his farm.
His methods are a great example of
how cover crops can have more than
one use. In this case, his cover crops
both provide nutrients and stability for
his crop fields, and they provide food
and nutrition for his livestock.
Casey is also a member of the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District’s
Farmer-Led Council (FLC), and he has
several farms that are “Lake Friendly”
certified. The Lake Friendly Farm program is an initiative available to all
farmers in the Prior Lake area. Casey’s
farms that have the “Lake Friendly” certification all follow strict, yet attainable
rules for soil loss management, nutrient
management, manure rules, and buffer
regulations. Casey’s certifications, and
the certification for all Lake Friendly
Farmers, are ways to provide recognition for the hard work done to protect
our local water bodies.

The Scheffler family (left to right): Hilary, Marilyn, Craig, Justin, baby Zoe, and
Travis.
Tim O’Loughlin, Shakopee Farmer

Tim O’Loughlin and his family have
their home base in Shakopee as they
manage 4,600 acres throughout Scott
County. Recently, he took the initiative
to rent a piece of vertical tillage equipment, seeing if it could work for his corn
and soybean operation.
Tim started vertical tillage because
he was hesitant to implement no-till on
all his acres. But he saw the value in
leaving more residue on his fields. He
wanted to disturb less soil, and vertical
tillage was the perfect middle ground for
him. O’Loughlin also implements a nutrient management plan that uses VRA
of fertilizer. To do so, he takes soil samples every 2.5 acres to determine how
much fertilizer is needed in that specific
area instead of using one rate for an entire field. This saves him money when
purchasing the necessary supplies, and
keeps excess nutrients out of local lakes,
rivers, and streams.
O’Loughlin, along with Rob Casey,
is also a member of the Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District’s FLC,
where he has participated in the cover
crop initiative and instigated vertical
tillage trials for other producers. With
the Farmer-Led Council, he has received
certification as a Lake Friendly Farm.

Scheffler family, St. Patrick farmers

The Scheffler’s manage a about 200
acres between their home farm near
Lonsdale, and their grandmother’s farm
by St. Patrick. Travis Scheffler, one
member of the Scheffler family, was
looking to try something different for
their operation. He attended workshops
and learned the benefits of no-till and
cover crops. It just made sense to him
to test it out.
Conventional tillage turns over the

top layer of soil, which causes soil loss
as loose soil washes and erodes away
from wind and rain. Last winter, the
Schefflers purchased a new planter that
is completely setup for no-till.
In addition to no-tilling for three
years now, the Schefflers have been
planting cover crops for three years;
they started their first year with aerial
seeding and have since transitioned
to drilling cover crops. They—like all
producers who begin using alternative, conservation farming practices—
experimented and switched up their
strategy. The Schefflers are land stewards through-and-through and are continuously looking for ways to improve
their operation. They have future plans
to build their own interseeder, joining
other Scott County producers in that endeavor. Building their own interseeder
will allow them to modify the equipment exactly how they need it, but more
importantly it speaks to their character
and ingenuity.
Agriculture’s Lasting Impact

The farmers and producers in Scott
County demonstrate outstanding inventiveness and determination when
it comes to protecting farmland. The
farmers highlighted in this article are all
outstanding in their own right, but they
are also not alone. This area is home
to so many producers doing soil health
practices. Conservation agriculture has
always been around and has always
been implemented in different ways. If
you are a producer who is interested in
implementing soil health practices, the
Scott SWCD can help. The Scott SWCD
offers technical assistance, designs, and
cost share for people interested in incorporating conservation practices, call
(952) 492-5425 to get started.

