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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Preventive health
care remains critical

Local providers emphasize safety

Improving travel

Completed road projects provide
additional safety, efﬁciency
Page 2

Enhancing our parks

Help update the Cleary Lake
Regional Park master plan
Page 9

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
some people may be concerned with
the safety of local clinics and hospitals. Unfortunately, this concern may
be keeping them from seeking care
when they need it.
Though the year has been filled
with uncertainties, local health care
providers want to reassure patients
that safety is their highest priority.
“We want to emphasize that it’s
very safe to seek care at all Mayo
Clinic Health System locations,” says
Martin Herrmann, M.D., medical director, Mayo Clinic Health System
in New Prague. “It’s very important
to seek care when you need it so that
minor problems don’t become larger
issues down the line.”
Amy Jerdee, RN, President of St.
Francis Regional Medical Center,
agrees. In alignment with hospital
owners, Allina Health, HealthPartners
Park Nicollet, and Essentia Health,
St. Francis has taken multiple precautions to ensure the safety of staff and
patients while providing quality care
close to home. “Everyone on campus
– from nutrition and environmental
services to our caregivers and registration staff – has done their part to
establish and ensure adherence to enhanced safety measures throughout

Where can I vote?

Vote in person Tuesday, Nov. 3
at your precinct polling site.Visit
www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us to
find your correct polling site

Other ways to vote
It is important for those who have
put off routine healthcare during
the pandemic to return to the care
they need, including physicals,
diagnostic tests, well-child and
teen visits, immunizations, and
non-critical surgeries.

the hospital,” explained Jerdee.
“It is especially important for those
who may have temporarily put off
getting routine healthcare to return to
get the care they need, including diagnostic tests, non-critical surgeries and
treatments, well-child and teen visits,
immunizations, and adult physicals,”
said Jerdee. “We can’t be so focused
on avoiding COVID-19 that we forget to address other medical issues or
PREVENTIVE CARE to page 6

Vote early by mail with an
absentee ballot. To vote by mail,
apply to have an absentee ballot
mailed to you by visiting www.
sos.state.mn.us or by calling Scott
County Elections at (952) 4968560. If you vote absentee, you can
track your ballot at www.mnvotes.
sos.state.mn.us/AbsenteeBallotStatus.aspx Absentee ballots can also
be dropped off at the sites listed on
page 3 of this issue of the SCENE.
Vote early in person with an
absentee ballot. Shakopee, Prior
Lake, Savage, and Jordan residents
may apply for and vote in-person
with an absentee ballot at their respective city halls. Residents of the
townships and Belle Plaine, Elko
New Market, and New Prague can
vote at the Scott County Public
Works Building (see page 3).

Caring for the land
Wicks named 2020
Conservation Leaders

The Guild Crisis and Recovery Center/Scott County is
located in downtown Savage.

The facility features 16 bedrooms, therapy rooms, a
full kitchen, laundry, lounges, and an enclosed patio.

Mental health center opening soon
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Residential crisis and recovery services to be offered

A new residential treatment option for people facing
mental health crises will soon be open in Savage.
In anticipation of the Guild Crisis and Recovery Center/Scott County opening on Oct 26, a socially distanced
and mask-required ribbon cutting was held Sept. 29 to
give partners and advocates for the new facility an opportunity to celebrate and tour the 16-bed center.
Among the speakers at the event was Julie Bluhm, the
Executive Director and CEO of Guild, a non-profit group
contracted by Scott County to operate the services at the
center. “We have had unwavering support every step of
the way and an incredible level of partnership” she said.
“We are so pleased we will be able to deliver good, systemic, reliable, healing services in this beautiful facility.”
Scott County Board Chair Dave Beer emphasized the
importance of having residential services available in the
community. “For far too long our brothers and sisters,
friends and neighbors, our parents and our children who
suffer from mental illness have been forced to look outside of our own community to find the help, the resources,
and the support they need... So today, we’re all doing our

part to help ease some of the pain, confusion, and anguish
of mental health crises by opening this facility right here
is Savage. People in crisis need a community. And that
community shouldn’t have to be hours away, situated in
surroundings unfamiliar and perhaps downright frightening. We’re telling our friends and neighbors that you belong here. And we’re here with you.”
The need for a mental health crisis facility within Scott
County compelled County officials to begin planning its
construction four years ago. Patients being released from
the state hospital in Anoka often had few residential intermediate care facilities available, which sometimes required them to stay in the expensive hospital system at
the County’s expense. Other people in crisis in the community who needed care were sometimes held in local
emergency rooms until hospital beds providing in-house
mental health care became available. Once a bed was
available, patients sometimes had to travel great distances
to hospitals in other regional centers, even as far away as
Fargo, ND. This took them away from their families and

CRISIS/RECOVERY CENTER to page 15
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

It’s a good time to focus on
physical, economic well-being

In this issue, I wanted to hit on two topics -- one that is very personal to me (and
pertains directly to the headline story on page 1), and the other is an update from
our last issue’s feature on CARES funding.
First, and in our continuing partnership with the medical community, our lead
article stresses the importance of preventive health care and the safety precautions
they provide to ensure a safe visit. This message is particularly crucial at this very
moment: Not only are we on the front end of the flu season (get your flu shot!), but
October is also Breast Cancer Awareness month. For far too many of us, breast
cancer is all too personal. Indeed, it’s a very personal issue to me. One of my softball teammates at the University of Minnesota was stricken with this disease; her
life was cut way too short. This disease really hits home when you watch family
members, friends, and co-workers struggle with this deadly cancer. Did you know
that, besides skin cancer, that breast cancer is the most common cancer among
American women? According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
over 240,000 women are diagnosed annually with breast cancer -- with over 42,000
women dying (most cases are diagnosed in women age 50 and older). Yet men are
not immune, either: One in 100 cases of breast cancer are diagnosed in men.
So, with it being breast cancer awareness month, one of the best things you can
do is get your mammogram – one of those essential preventive health tests that our
partners refer to in the headline piece. Though a mammogram does not prevent
breast cancer, early detection is so critical in treating the disease. So please work
with your doctor and determine if you meet the guidelines for a mammogram. Your
physical health is truly important, and it matters. It matters to everyone that loves
you, too.
Secondly, I want a touch a bit on economic health. The COVID-19 pandemic
has claimed many victims. Recently, the County Board provided direction for the
distribution of $10 million to local businesses, housing assistance, school districts,
broadband construction to support distance learning and remote working, and our
communities’ non-profits.
The first program to go live was the small business support. The Commissioners
allocated $5.45 million to the Scott County CDA to aid local small businesses that
have experienced financial hardship as a result of the pandemic, specifically targeting local businesses that have not received assistance from other pandemic-related
programs and businesses that have impacts exceeding other assistance received.
As of Oct. 1, the total number of applicants received by target area are as follows:
• Licensed in-home childcare providers = 171
• Small for-profit businesses = 207
• For-profit farming operations = 60
• Overall total applicants = 438
During this same time, there were a total of 139 grants approved:
• Daycares: 66
• Small businesses: 73
• Farmers: 0* (see below)
*The application review process for farmers is now underway, and the Scott
County Community Development Agency anticipates closing the first 21
applications reviewed the week of Oct. 5.

Finally, another area to which the County Board directed CARES funds was
mortgage and rental assistance due to the ongoing coronavirus crisis. While the
deadline to apply for either/both grants is Nov. 15, 2020, don’t delay! Eligible
applicants are strongly encouraged to apply early, as funding for the program is
limited and may be subject to a first-come, first-served basis. Please visit https://
scott-cares.paperform.co/ to access the application.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Major highway
projects completed
Three major Scott County highway
projects have been completed recently,
and a fourth one -- the expansion of
County Highway 42 from County Highway 17 to County Highway 83 -- is expected to open this month.
It has taken years of planning and a
lot of patience from the driving public,
but the improvements should enhance
both safety and efficiency for everyone

traveling these improved routes.
The Highway 13 and County Highway 21 improvement was completed in
July and includes two new roundabouts.
The Highway 169/41/78 interchange
and the frontage road project completely opened Sept. 15. The County Road
2/91 roundabout opened Aug. 25. The
Scott County Transportation Sales Tax
contributed toward the projects.

A ribbon cutting at the Highway 169/41/78 interchange was held on Sept. 11,
just a few days before the full opening of the project on Sept. 15. Above,
MnDOT Commissioner Margaret Anderson Kelliher spoke about the federal,
state, county, and township partnerships and collaboration it took to complete
the new 169/41/78 interchange that she frequently travels through on her way
to visit relatives in southwestern Minnesota.

An aerial view of the new diverging diamond interchange at Highway 169/41/78.
Highway 169 passes over Highway 41/County Highway 78.

As we move into this fall – two final reminders. First, get your flu shot! Second,
don’t forget to vote. This edition of the SCENE provides ways that all eligible residents can safely vote early, or you still can report to your local precinct on Nov. 3.
Stay safe and healthy, everyone.

Second half property taxes due Oct. 15
Options for payment:
•
•
•

By mail -- Must be postmarked on or before Oct. 15
Online -- Visit www.scottcountymn.gov and then click on the “Pay
Property Tax” button
Drop off -- Two drop boxes are located outside the Government
Center in Shakopee, or payments can be placed in a drop box or
inside a Scott County Library on or before Oct. 15

An aerial view of the new Highway 13/21 roundabout in Prior Lake.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.
An aerial view of the County Highway 2/91 roundabout by Elko New Market.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner
October 20
October 27

County Board Meetings through December 2020
–
–

County Board meeting
County Board workshop

November 3
November 17
November 20
November 26

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board 2021 planning workshop
no meeting

December 3
December 3
December 15

–
–
–

County Board meeting (Thursday, 3 p.m.)
Proposed Property Tax meeting (6 p.m.)
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help
shape the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a
special area of expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want
to serve your fellow citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have
incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
The deadline to submit applications is Nov. 12, 2020.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently,
there are seven vacancies, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all
applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision
of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the
unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds
public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards meet the second
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). There are currently two vacancies
on this Board, one each in Commissioner Districts 3 and 5. This Board is responsible for
making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff,
judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen
members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed
to serve two-year terms and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from
various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other
month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 1. The mission of the CDA is to strengthen the
communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low- and
moderate-income families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination
of public and private resources. The CDA meets on the second Tuesday of each month at
2 p.m.
Extension Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner
District 5 and one youth at-large vacancy. In partnership with the University of Minnesota,
the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, recommending budgets, and
selecting and evaluating the Extension staff. The University of Minnesota Extension
discovers science-based solutions, delivers practical education, and engages Minnesotans
to build a better future. Together, we create a better world for today and tomorrow by
keeping our food safe and affordable; preparing today’s youth to thrive in a complex world;
ensuring Minnesota communities are strong; improving our environment; and helping
families make better decisions. The Extension Committee meets four times per year
(Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.). For more information on Extension, go to www.extension.
umn.edu or contact Tammy McCulloch, Extension Regional Director, at tammym@umn.
edu or (612) 735-6161.
Human Services Resource Council (6 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of
three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are six vacancies
on the Council, with vacancies in all the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year
terms and are eligible to serve three terms. The Human Services Resource Council supports
the County’s mission to advance safe, healthy, and livable communities through citizenfocused services. The Resource Council advises and makes recommendations to the County
Board and to the Department relative to the public health and social service needs of the
community and County residents.   The role of the committee is to make recommendations
concerning the annual budget of the Health and Human Services Division, and to advise the
County on human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives. The Resource
Council was formed pursuant to Minnesota Statute 402.03. The committee meets quarterly,
on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy on this Board in
Commissioner District 2. The five-member Scott County Library Board of Advisors carries
out a variety of responsibilities to ensure that the library operates from a solid and trusted
foundation shaped by community it serves. As a team, the Advisory Board works together to
assess customer input, encourage innovation and creativity, foster thoughtful and strategic
Continued at right

Vote early in person

Eligible citizens may vote early in
person by absentee ballot at the
designated polling sites below from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. On Saturday, Oct. 31, the sites
will be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and on Monday, Nov. 2, they will be
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Looking for more
election information?
The Minnesota Secretary of
State’s website can be a helpful
resource. It allows eligible citizens
to pre-register to vote (preregistration deadline is Oct. 13,
but voters may also register at the
polls), request absentee ballots,
find polling sites, see sample
ballots for their local races, and
more. Visit www.sos.state.mn.us
for more information.
Those without internet access can
also call Scott County Elections at
(952) 496- 8560.

COMMISSIONERS CORNER Continued
discussions about opportunities and challenges, and support the library staff. As individuals,
Advisory Board members use their personal and professional interests, expertise, and
connections to raise the library’s profile in the community and support the library’s longterm vision. The board is appointed by the Scott County Board of Commissioners. Contact
Library Administration at (952) 496-8010 if you wish to see board meeting minutes, get
more information on library polices, or to contact the Library Board.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (9 vacancies). Currently, there are nine at-large
vacancies on this Council. Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply.
Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received
mental health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority populations are particularly encouraged to apply. The Council meets each month
on the fourth Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently, there are seven vacancies on this
Committee, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large positions. The purpose of
the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected
officials in the area of parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Members
advise the County Board on program priorities and policies; planning for parks, trails, and
open space; and review and recommend proposed annual work plans. Commission members
represent the citizens of Scott County and, as such, serve as community ambassadors. The
Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy on this
Board. The Personnel Board of Appeals is responsible for making findings and reporting
to the County Board upon the filing of an appeal by an applicant, employee, or appointing
authority under certain circumstances. There are three at-large citizen representatives on
this Board. Members are appointed for three-year terms, and there are no term limits. The
Board meets as needed.
Scott Watershed Planning Commission (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two vacancies
representing the Shakopee Basin and the Sand Creek Watershed. The Scott Watershed
Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water
Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and
projects. The commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.
This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
• District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
• District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5: The City of Savage.
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Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Services Director

Illegal dumping on the rise

Due to an increase in illegal trash and refuse dumping, we’re asking for your
help.
We’ve noticed more dumping over the last couple of years, but this year has
been particularly bad; the spike in dumping may be partly or largely due to people “quaran-cleaning” and having limited disposal options (or feeling that they
shouldn’t have to pay for disposal).
After “quaran-cleaning,” people have often found limited outlets for free disposal. Many cities had to cancel their single-day clean ups, and temporary closures occurred at the Household Hazardous Waste facility and donation drop-offs
such as Goodwill, CAP, and USAgain due to the pandemic. So, some people have
left their unwanted stuff in parking
lots, city streets, nearby dumpsters,
and dead-end roads. This dumping is illegal, and imposes an unfair cost burden on private landowners, businesses, and County
taxpayers.
An all-too-common scenario:
Someone illegally dumps their discarded items on a privately owned
property (e.g., that great hiding spot
in the ravine or back woods). The
property owner ends up paying out
of their own pocket for the disposal, and they do the heavy lifting of
picking up the items dumped. Similarly, when items are dumped in a
parking lot or a dumpster, the burden for cleanup and disposal falls
on a private business – at a time It is also illegal to dump items at
they can least likely afford it. For collection sites that do not accept them.
illegal dumping on township and
County road and ditches, the taxpayers pay for the labor and disposal. Ultimately,
who pays for illegal dumping? We all do. It’s already been a difficult enough year
for many homeowners and businesses, and they don’t have extra money to clean up
someone else’s waste.
We need to be tough on illegal dumping because these dumps become magnets
for additional dumping. If a small dump is not dealt with in a timely manner, it will
continue to grow and become increasingly unmanageable. Large dump sites also
become the location for other criminal activity. Further, dump sites are unattractive
and reduce property values. Finally, illegal dumps lead to pollution in the environment; abandoned waste often contains toxins that can leach out and contaminate the
soil and groundwater. Please call the Environmental Services Department at (952)
496-8177 if you are aware of a dump site near you.
If you have problem materials -- such as mattresses, carpet, furniture, tires, and
appliances -- and don’t know where to dispose of them, please use the County’s
Waste Navigator. We have a provided a list of disposal companies on our County
website, and a user-friendly search app called the Waste Navigator at https://gis.
co.scott.mn.us/wastenav for residents and businesses to use.
Yes, there is a cost to dispose of your waste. Disposal companies try to charge
an affordable fee, but disposal costs are not free for them either. Yet the price we
pay to dispose of our waste properly is much lower than the cost everyone else pays
to clean up an illegal dump.

Check your smoke detectors

There it is again. Chirp! That annoying chirp is the indicator that a
smoke detector needs a battery change.
The issue then becomes which detector is the one that needs a fresh battery?
While you begin to search for “the one,”
listen to these frightening statistics. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, 25 percent of all smoke detector failures stem from dead batteries.
According to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), smoke
detectors reduce deaths caused by fires
by half, yet almost 40 percent of recent
fire deaths at homes didn’t have any
smoke detectors.
Clearly smoke detectors are important, but what about the difference in
detectors? There are hard-wired systems and battery-operated detectors.
The hard-wired type should be professionally installed and are all connected.
A fire in the basement sets off the basement alarm as well as the alarms in the
upstairs bedrooms. Unless they have
battery backups within them, however,
these won’t work if there is an electrical outage. The other type is batteryoperated detectors. These are easier to
install and are usually cheaper. The biggest difference is if a fire happens on the

other side of the
house, you may
not hear the alarm
if asleep.
The two detector technologies
that exist is photoelectric and ionization smoke alarms.
The most common type is ionization,
which works best for fast flaming fires,
whereas the photoelectric smoke alarm
is good for slower, smoldering fires
which create a lot of smoke.
The key to ensuring that your home
and family are safe is by monthly testing your smoke detectors. This is done
by simply pressing the test button on the
face of the detector and enduring a couple seconds of a loud chirping alarm.
Usually pressing it again turns off the
alarm. Another check that you should
do when conducting your monthly test
is checking the date of manufacture for
that alarm. If the date is ten years or
older, it needs to be replaced with a new
one to ensure the unit will work.
While recycling is usually a very
good idea, that is not the case with
smoke detectors. Please contact your
local HHW or disposal company for
correct disposal methods.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Appointments needed
at HHW Facility;
disposal tips provided
After initially shutting down due to
COVID-19, the Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) facility is now open and
continues to operate on an appointmentonly basis. Although this may seem like
an inconvenience, operating in this way
limits contact and helps staff and customers maintain social distancing while
dropping off household waste. Staff
wear masks, gloves, and safety goggles;
they also continually spray frequentlytouched items as safety precautions.
If you have waste that you need to
dispose of, the first step would be to visit the Scott County website at https://
www.scottcountymn.gov/HHW. There,
you can find a link to the “what we accept” page, as well as a calendar used
to make appointments. The blue circles
indicate dates that have appointment
time slots available. Click on an available date, and the open time slots are
listed. There is a large variety of items
that are accepted at the HHW, but if
you have any questions about an item
that you aren’t sure we accept (or if you
can’t get the scheduling system figured
out), feel free to call (952) 496-8177
and we will be happy to help you answer any questions you have or help you
set up an appointment. Depending on
what waste you have, either the HHW
or another disposal option may be better
for you to use.
Helpful tips when bringing items to
the HHW
It’s tempting to place light bulbs and
batteries together in the same container,
whether that’s a box or a bag. But having heavier metal items (batteries)
mixed with fragile glass items (light
bulbs) is never a good idea. Often,
bulbs are found broken when they arrive for disposal, which is dangerous for
staff as well as for you when you unload

your vehicle.
Another common thing that is seen
at the HHW is empty containers. Gas
cans, latex paint, and household cleaning chemicals all come in containers
that -- once empty and completely dry
-- can be thrown away in your garbage
at home. These containers are harmless if the contents are gone, and most
of these plastic containers can’t be recycled anyway.
The Scott County HHW recently began its sharps collection program, in

Sharps boxes are now accepted at
the HHW facility.

which we operate as a drop-off for used
medical syringes. Although we don’t
have a set limit on how many needles
you can drop off at once, we do require
that they are stored in approved, disposable red sharps containers and placed
in our red collection bin for proper
disposal.
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste facility is happy to be
a place you can get rid of household
waste and know that it is being properly
disposed of, recycled, and managed in
the best possible way. Check the website for an extensive list of what is accepted and what is not, as well as our
open days and hours of operation during
this current appointment only system.

Remove mercury from
home; handle with care

Mercury has emerged as an important topic right now, possibly due to
COVID-19 cleaning that has resulted in
an increase of the substance at Household Hazardous Waste sites and an increase in reported mercury spills.
So what is mercury? Mercury exists
in a few forms. Elemental mercury
is a shiny metallic liquid that was often used in thermometers, fluorescent
lights, blood pressure devices, and other
equipment. This type of mercury will
give off toxic vapors if not contained in
a closed container. Methyl mercury is
produced by certain bacteria digesting
elemental mercury. This type will accumulate in fish. Older fish have higher
concentrations, as it will build up in
their fat tissues. Finally, the third type
of mercury occurs in mercury compounds that are found in some fungicides, antiseptics, and even skin lighteners or freckle creams.
These three types of mercury produce
somewhat different health effects from
exposure through breathing, eating, and
skin contact. Exposure to mercury can
affect the central nervous system, kidneys, and liver. Effects can range from
skin rashes, diarrhea, and respiratory
problems to muscle tremors, nerve damage, slurred speech, and even paralysis
and death. Young children and fetuses
are the most sensitive to mercury.
To avoid exposure, simply remove all

mercury from your house. Replace old
thermometers and thermostats, switch
out fluorescent bulbs to LED, follow
the statewide safe-eating guidelines for
fish, and do not use any skin lightening
creams. Any mercury-containing items
can be taken to the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility.
If you’re not sure if an item contains
mercury, still bring the items into the
HHW just to be safe. The HHW staff
are extremely knowledgeable and can
help with any questions. [The HHW
does not place any mercury containing items in the Reuse room.]
Broken fluorescent lights or CFLs
can be cleaned up properly at home by
following a few simple steps. The first
step is to open a window to allow fresh
air into the room to dilute any mercury
vapor. Then collect the large pieces and
use duct tape to collect smaller pieces.
Wipe down the area with a damp cloth.
Vacuum the area, keeping the windows
open, and change the bag or empty the
canister outside. Finally, place the broken glass, damp cloth, and the canister
bag in a sealed plastic bag and bring it
all to the HHW.
If the spill is larger, then contact the
Minnesota Duty Officer at (651) 6495451 or 1-800-422-0798. They will be
able to help with reporting and cleanup
process.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov
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Healthy SCENE

By Haley Miskowiec, Scott County Public Health
and Mary Hernandez, Esperanza

Individuals, non-profits step up to
help others in need during pandemic

COVID-19 has had lasting impacts on the lives of Americans, transforming the
way we work, play, and learn. Schools are challenged to innovate, sports have been
canceled, many are juggling multiple priorities while working from home, and others less fortunate have lost their jobs… or, in the most devastating of cases, their
health or their lives. It is during these hard times that kindness is prevailing and
Playing catch with a football or baseball or taking a walk through one of Scott communities are coming together to help each other more than ever.
County’s beautiful regional parks can provide simple pleasures in life.
There are many examples of this close to home. In Scott County, we have seen
numerous organizations step up to help during this tough time. Organizations in
our community have taken on food distributions and/or increased the number of
distributions they are offering, including River Valley YMCA, Esperanza, Belle
Since the onset of the COVID-19
Autumn has arrived, and it’s one re- Plaine Food Shelf, HEART Ministries, Shakopee Community Assistance, Hope for
pandemic, many of us have felt that minder of why we all love living in Min- the Community, CAP Agency, Jordan Food Shelf, and many more. In addition to
our lives have become roller coast- nesota so much. The leaves will give us food distribution events, these organizations have found unique avenues to get food
ers: There are highs and lows with ev- one last brilliant display of colors before and personal hygiene items into the hands of our most vulnerable families by riding
ery bit of new information that comes succumbing to winter’s winds and cold, school buses, offering backpack programs to the young and elderly, and offering
out. Throughout the ups and downs, so take advantage of this wonderful sea- meals to-go via drive-through models.
though, many have found it helpful to son and get outside. The County has an
Since COVID-19 hit, these organizations have all seen the demand increase.
try to focus on the present, not trying to array of trails and public lands to hike.
For example, Esperanza went from serving 200 families doing every other month
predict what may or may not happen in
Are you a hunter? We’re about to en- distributions pre-COVID-19 to 800-plus families in bi-monthly distributions. In
the future. To be sure, one of the more ter that season. Minnesota offers a wide addition, HEART Ministry and Hosanna reported that they had spent well over
stressful elements of the pandemic is variety of waterfowl, upland birds, and $200,000 helping the community in just the first few months of COVID-19. From
not knowing when it will end and we’ll big game such as whitetail deer. Not April 13 – Sept 4, the River Valley Y distributed 10,760 lunches and 7,070 readyreturn to “normal” life.
only are wild game enjoyable to hunt, to-heat meals that serve a family of four. An additional 900 boxes of fresh proLiving in the present can take some but delicious to eat as well. If wild duce and 900 bags of non-perishable items were distributed by the Y. Lastly, Belle
of the worry out of what could come to- game hasn’t been your favorite to meal Plaine Food Shelf gave out 563 boxes of food totaling well over 30,000 pounds
morrow. It’s a lot like golf: Don’t think to eat in the past, there are thousands of of produce and dairy during two distributions this summer with Second Harvest
about tomorrow’s round and what you different recipes on the internet to take Heartland partnership.
hope to shoot. (Consciously forgetting even the gamiest tasting meat and turn it
Our community members have been gracously coming together to support these
what yesterday’s score was can be help- into a delectable meal the whole family organizations by either volunteering or donating. During this difficult time, many
ful, too!)
would enjoy.
of these organizations right in our backyard have organized eager, generous volWhen we truly live in the moment,
There are numerous parks in Scott unteers to distribute healthy food and essentials to meet the growing need. As this
life seems to slow down. We can begin County with access to shorelines or need in our community continues to increase, these organizations and their committo appreciate things that we may have docks to fish from. We’re fortunate to ted groups of volunteers continue to spread kindness and hope.
overlooked, or didn’t slow down enough also have the Minnesota River in our
to take the time to enjoy. Although col- County, which houses a wide variety of
lege and professional sports have been different fish to try to catch, from nightlargely curtailed by the pandemic, it’s time catfishing to hooking a prehistoric
still a great time to practice -- or even sturgeon. (Did you know sturgeons
just leisurely play. A lot of people share have been around since the dinosaurs
childhood memories of grabbing a base- were on the earth? Imagine landing one
ball and a glove and playing catch with of them and telling your friends that fish
their mom or dad in the backyard. Now, tale!)
football season is upon us and we can
As it seems like things keep changall pretend to be a quarterback throwing ing so quickly, do take some time to
the winning touchdown pass to our kids slow down and enjoy the little things in
on a Sunday afternoon. (Come Monday life. Hopefully, this is the only time in
morning, you may need to think back our lifetime that we experience someas to why your shoulder is hurting so thing of this magnitude, but we can do
much.)
our part to make the best of it.

Enjoy the little things in life

Time at home allows for
preparation of healthy meals
There seems to be a persistent and
widespread assumption that it takes longer to prepare healthful meals than their
pre-packaged or processed counterparts.
While this may be true in some instances, it’s not always the case. Some of the
time consumption can be mitigated by
just getting more familiar with cooking and understanding prep and cooking times. There are plenty of breakfast
meals that can be prepared the night before and quickly cooked with little additional prep time in the morning. On the
flip side, there could be meals prepped in
the morning that can be slow-cooked all
day and ready for evening dinner. With
a lot of people working from home, they
now can keep an eye on a meal cooking
all day.
One of the drawbacks of being home
can be being around food all day long,
and snacking on unhealthy foods can become problematic. Think about making
homemade snacks – you’ll know all the
ingredients that go into making it. Also,
by eating more frequently with smaller
portions of healthy foods, you may actually help speed up your metabolism.
With limited times in public places

such as grocery stores, there can be
a greater emphasis on meal planning
for an entire week (as opposed to just
swinging by the store to pick up what
sounds good that night). Meal planning
can also allow you to make something
tasty rather than just picking up something that is pre-made. Another nice
option? Some grocery stores offer delivery. This can cut down on the anxiety
of hurrying through a store or spending
lots of time trying to find very specific
ingredients.
At a time when convenience can take
precedence over healthy eating choices,
we can use this time to help improve our
eating habits. And when this is all over,
we can continue to incorporate a better
diet into our normal lives!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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What to do if COVID hits your home

“If you’re feeling ill right now, regardless of whether or not it’s COVID-19, it serves you, your family, your
coworkers, the general public, and those
who are most vulnerable to serious
complications from COVID-19 to act as
if you have COVID-19 and practice
home isolation to avoid spreading your
illness,” said Monte Johnson, MD,
Vice President of Medical Affairs at St.
Francis. This is true if you’re waiting
to get tested for COVID-19, or have
already been tested and are waiting for
your results.
But what does it meant to act as if
you have COVID-19 and what exactly
does it mean to practice home isolation?
Dr. Johnson advised, if you’re feeling
sick, think “COVID”:
C – Cover your cough and sneeze.
Always cough or sneeze into your
elbow or a tissue to lessen the chance
of spreading your symptoms to others
though droplets sprayed into the air
or onto objects. To reduce the chance
of spreading illness through droplets,
remember to wash your hands with
soap and water often and wear a mask.
O – Online care. If you’re sick, or if

V – Virus. If you’re sick, whether or
not you’re tested for COVID-19, what
you’re experiencing may be a virus, and
antibiotics won’t help you feel better.
You can manage your symptoms during
home isolation with over-the-counter
medications.
I – Isolate yourself. That means
quarantine yourself in your home, away
from your family as much as possible.
Try to stay in one room, or one area
of your home to minimize spreading
symptoms to your family. Don’t go to
the store, and don’t spend time with
friends. This is a time to take advantage
of guilt-free TV time and Facetiming

Preventive care
illnesses that can negatively affect our
health,” Jerdee explained.
Minor injuries or illnesses are easier to treat and cause fewer long-term
consequences if they are evaluated and
treated quickly. Unfortunately, delays in
care could cause significant long-term
health issues. For example, a sprain is
a common reason to go to Urgent Care.
If not evaluated properly, a sprain could
lead to chronic pain or instability or arthritis in the joint. Waiting to seek care
for a urinary tract infection could lead
to complications, including recurrent
infections, permanent kidney damage or
urethral narrowing ― all of which are
harder to treat.
In addition, keeping vaccinations

sick but haven’t been tested for COVID-19, keep practicing home isolation and reference the CDC guidelines on what to do if you are sick.
See a provider online or call your
clinic to determine where you can be
safely tested for COVID-19, and continue to stay away from others until
you receive a negative test result or
until all of the following are true:

you need to see a doctor for another
reason, first look into online care. Many
providers and health care systems are
offering online appointments for a
variety of illnesses, injuries, preventive
visits, and routine care. Call your clinic
to schedule, or log in to your online
health account. If your provider needs
to see you in person, your health care
system can help you navigate how to
safely complete an in-person visit at a
clinic. If you need emergency care go to
the Emergency Room or call 911.

•
•
family members. Schedule an online
visit with a health care provider to
determine where you can get tested for
COVID-19.
D – Distance from others. If you must
leave your home, wear a mask and stay
at least six feet away from others when
you’re in the same area. (Even if you’re
not sick, practice social distancing and
stay six feet or more away from anyone
that you don’t live with.) This limits
the chance that you’ll spread spread
something to them, and limits the
chance that they’ll spread something to
you.
According to Dr. Johnson, if you’re

•

Your symptoms are improving.
You have been fever-free for 24
hours without fever-reducing
medication.
At least ten days have passed since
your symptoms first appeared.

While you complete your home isolation, continue to monitor your symptoms. If you’re getting worse, call your
doctor. If you’re starting to have trouble
catching your breath and you think it’s
an emergency, call 911. Dr. Johnson
said, “If your symptoms are mild, the
best place for you to be is at home, away
from healthy people, and out of the doctor’s office, away from sick patients.”

From page 1

current will help provide a layer of protection from ailments unassociated with
COVID-19. “Whether you’re choosing
to keep your family home and attend
school virtually, or if you have a child in
a hybrid learning model, it’s extremely
important that everyone in your home
stay current on all vaccines, including
the flu vaccine,” said Jerdee.
Lisa Brodsky, Scott County’s Public
Health Director, emphasizes that with
data showing that vaccine rates are drastically declining, there are concerns that
kids will be at risk for life-threatening
but preventable diseases, which can be
much more dangerous for children than
COVID-19. “We don’t want to see a
pertussis and measles outbreaks in a

couple months, which are going to be far
more devastating,” said Brodsky.
Well-child visits are other time-sensitive appointments that are being missed
in addition to vaccinations.   Regular
screenings bring attention to children’s
developmental milestones. This makes
it easier for parents to know what is
developmentally appropriate for their
child. “I am worried about kids who are
not getting screened on time for things
like developmental delays and learning
disabilities,” said Brodsky. “Children
who receive early intervention for these
delays are more likely to be successful
in school, hold jobs, and live independently. Even delaying a few months can
have a negative impact.”
While health care providers are
trained to ― and routinely do ― care for
patients with communicable diseases,
health care systems have implemented
a variety of additional safety protocols
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. As
the situation develops over the coming
months, hospital leaders will continue to
follow all enhanced safety practices and
COVID-19 guidelines set by the MDH
and CDC to keep patients and staff safe.
This includes urgent and emergency
care, which patients may have avoided
due to fear of coming in contact with
patients experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. “According to studies conducted

by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), hospital emergency
visits have fallen as much as 42 percent during the COVID-19 pandemic,
including for critical events such as
chest pain, which left untreated, can
be deadly,” said Monte Johnson, MD,
Vice President of Medical Affairs at St.
Francis.
“The entire St. Francis family has
worked daily to continuously refine our
facilities and practices based on guidelines from the Minnesota Department
of Health (MDH) and the CDC, all to
keep our patients safe and comfortable,
whether it be for emergency, urgent, or
routine care,” explained Dr. Johnson,
“When you visit the St. Francis campus,
you may notice actions we’ve taken
to help you feel safe and comfortable
while you are in the care of our highlyskilled, compassionate caregivers.”
Scheduling preventive and routine
care amid the COVID-19 pandemic
Now is the time to make appointments for your maintenance care, annual physicals, vaccines, and critical care.
Many hospital and clinic services can
be easily scheduled online or by phone.
Some care may be provided virtually;
but if a visit to a clinic, emergency room,
or hospital is necessary, be assured that
patient safety is priority number one.

Scott County Public Health Clinics

Available for uninsured or under-insured
Immunization Clinic

Provides all required and recommended vaccinations to residents,
age 6 weeks through adulthood.

Open Monday, Oct 19; Nov. 2 & 16; Dec. 7 & 21
2 - 5 p.m.

Nurse Clinic

Offers care for residents who need help with their health such as
immunizations, blood pressure checks, glucose monitoring, and
general health information. Tuberculin skin tests (Mantouxs) are also
given on Tuesdays and read on Thursdays.
There is a $15 fee.

Open every Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Clinics located at Career Force Center, 792 Canterbury Rd, Suite 231,
Shakopee. COVID precautions are taken.

Appointments can be made by calling 952-496-8555.

Hospitals and clinics are focused on safety.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Make healthy, affordable meals with Cooking Connected

Looking to brush up on your culinary
skills, to find ways to economize your
household food budget, or just interested in some new recipes to try? Join
Cooking Connected, a weekly live food
demonstration from Cooking Matters
Minnesota every Thursday at 2 p.m.!
Discover how to make a healthy, delicious, and affordable meals while also
learning about important nutrition topics and different tips and tricks you can
use to reduce your grocery bill.
Cooking Matters is a cooking-based,
nutrition education program that encourages people to eat healthier and
make the best use of their food resourc-

es. Today, Cooking Matters is delivered
throughout Minnesota and helps families struggling with a limited food budget learn how to shop for and prepare
healthy, affordable, and delicious meals.
As part of Extension’s Center for Family Development, Cooking Matters MN
partners with organizations and communities to deliver programming to families and individuals living on a limited
income.
Explore Cooking Matters and learn
about each week’s live cooking demonstration on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/CookingMattersMinnesota)
and YouTube (Cooking Matters MN).

Libraries increase virtual services, but visits allowed

Scott County Library is here to keep you reading,
listening, and learning! Here are Library services you
and your family can take advantage of this fall.

Visit your library
All library locations are open for “In & Out Express” visits. Face masks are required. Visit our website or check our mobile app to see your library’s
walk-in Express hours.
Apply for a library card online
It’s easier than ever to get a library card. We’ll
email you the card number and PIN, and then mail
the physical library card to your home as a courtesy.
Apply through our mobile app or website at www.
scottlib.org/apply
.
New library mobile app
Your library experience, made even more convenient! Search for items, manage your account, and
make appointments through our mobile app. You can
even pull up a digital version of your library card barcode on your phone – never forget your card again!
Search for “Scott Lib (MN)” in your app store, and
sign in with your library card and PIN.
Learning supports for K-12
High-quality digital learning tools are more important than ever. We’re here to support at-home
learning this year with books, databases, and repu-

table research tools for kids. Need extra assistance?
Use your library card to access Homework HelpNow,
a live online tutoring service available in both English and Spanish. Parents can also sign up for our new
K-12 Student Resource newsletter to get tutorials on
how to use our online resources. Find it at www.scottlib.org/learnk12.

Resources for job seekers and career development
We offer a robust set of online resources for skillbuilding and job seeking, including JobNow and
Lynda.com (also known as LinkedIn Learning). Take
online training courses, prep for certification tests,
get assistance on your resume, and more! Find them
at www.scottlib.org/careers.

Curbside pickup of library items, printing, and
more
Not ready to visit your library? We’re still offering curbside pickup. Put items on hold using our library catalog or mobile app, and schedule a pickup
time when they’re ready. You can even do the entire
process through our mobile app. Learn more at www.
scottlib.org/curbside.

Ask a Librarian
Our “Ask a Librarian” and “Ask a Law Librarian”
forms are great ways to contact library staff for information needs. You can also call any of our locations
and get in touch with staff in a variety of ways. Get
in touch at www.scottlib.org/ask.

Computers and printing
To reserve a PC, call your branch or visit us online
at www.scottlib.org/use. Need something printed? No
problem! Send us a link or file through our “Curbside
Appointments” page, and we’ll get it ready for you
ASAP. We’ll print up to 10 pages in black and white
for free!
eBooks, eAudiobooks, and eMagazines
Our eBooks, eAudiobooks, and eMagazines are
available 24/7, anywhere you are. Visit our eBooks
page to get started at www.scottlib.org/ebooks.

Learn about virtual programs in our newsletters
Sign for our Adult, Kids & Families or K-12 Student
Resource newsletters to keep up with our latest virtual programs and activities. We’ll be in touch with our
newest virtual programs, mail-out kits, and library
updates. Sign up at www.scottlib.org/newsletter.
Keep In Touch on Social Media
Our newsletters and social media posts feature
staff-recommended book lists, interesting online activities to share, and even video early literacy classes.
You can find us on Facebook, Twitter, and the Scott
County NextDoor feed. Stay tuned and follow library
updates at www.scottlib.org!
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Safety SCENE
By Scott County Sheriff
Luke Hennen

Enjoy changing seasons safely
Scott County is home to a multitude of exciting fall and winter outdoor recreational activities. If you head out to one of our many lakes or forests to ice fish,
hunt, or ride snowmobiles or ATVs, we want you to have fun and be safe. With
a little bit of advance planning, safety training, and practicing basic precautions,
you’ll do your part in returning home safely.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

more information on firearms safety certification requirements: https://www.dnr.
state.mn.us/safety/firearms/index.html.
Hunting safety tips:
• Wear bright-colored clothing, especially near hunting areas.
• Preplan your trip. Let someone know where you are going and when you
are expected to return.
• Familiarize yourself with the area you plan to visit, knowing the existing
terrain and potential hazards.
• Always bring water and a fully charged phone with you.
• Avoid going alone. Take another person with you so you will have the
benefit of the “buddy system.”
• Plan to return from your activity before darkness falls.
• Pack a first aid kit in the event you get hurt, as it may take time for
responders to locate you.

Ice safety
According to the DNR, there really is no sure answer as to when ice is safe.
Always be aware of changing and dangerous ice conditions on our lakes and riverways. You can’t judge ice conditions just by appearance or thickness. Many other
factors -- including water depth, size of water body, water chemistry, currents,
snow cover, age of ice, and local weather -- combine to determine its strength.

The Sheriff’s Office partners with the Minnesota Horse & Hunt Club and offers
the required one-day field class for ATV training.

ATV safety
In Minnesota, anyone born after July 1, 1987 who is 16 years of age or older is
required to complete an approved ATV (All-Terrain Vehicle) safety course before
riding on public lands. Youths age 10 to 15 must complete the Minnesota ATV
Safety Education Course online at www.ATVcourse.com, attend a hands-on safety
training field class with instructors, and can begin riding on public land after age 12.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office partners with the Minnesota Horse & Hunt Club
and offers this required one-day field class. For more information about this class,
visit our website at https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1916/Youth-ATV-Training.
Additional information about ATV safety training requirements and safety training classes, visit the Minnesota DNR’s website at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
safety/vehicle/atv/index.html. Please note that the DNR has modified several of
their certification requirements on an interim basis as a result of COVID-19, so it’s
a good idea to check their website for updated information.
All-terrain vehicles, or ATVs, are off-road vehicles used for things like farm
work and riding on trails. But with the thrills come big risks like rollovers and collisions. Here’s how to stay safe on an ATV:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be at least 16 years old.
Get safety certified.
Always wear a DOT-compliant helmet, goggles, long sleeves, long pants,
over-the-ankle boots, and gloves.
Ride an ATV that’s right for your size and age.
Ride only on designated trails and at a safe speed.
Know basic first aid to treat minor injuries and be able to get help in an
emergency.
Know and follow the ATV rules of the state/city you are riding in.
Never ride an ATV at night.
Never ride while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Never exceed the number of passengers recommended by the
manufacturer.

Nothing can prevent every accident. The truth is that lots of people do get hurt
riding ATVs, and some are killed. If you’re going to ride an ATV, knowing how to
use one safely and following these safety tips can make an accident less likely and
help prevent serious injuries if an accident does happen.
Firearms/hunting safety
The DNR requires anyone born after December 31, 1979 to obtain a Firearms
Safety Certificate and purchase a hunting license in Minnesota. The firearms safety
course teaches prospective hunters about handling firearms, hunter responsibility,
wildlife conservation, and requires students to complete additional field experience
with various scenario-based training opportunities. Visit the DNR’s website for

Ice safety tips from the DNR:
• Check the thermometer, as air temperature and recent weather patterns
can significantly impact ice quality.
• Check with local experts and sources for current ice reports and to learn
about any known hazardous areas.
• Let someone know where you are going and when you expect to be back.
• Carry a cell phone with you in case of trouble.
• Wear a life jacket when you are on the ice (except when in a vehicle).
• Always bring an ice safety kit with you on the ice: rope, ice picks, ice
chisel or drill, and tape measure.
• Check ice thickness at regular intervals.
• Don’t drive on the ice if you can possibly avoid it. If you must, follow
these safety tips:
o Stay off the ice at night, especially during a snowfall or foggy
conditions. If that’s unavoidable, be extremely cautious and drive
slowly -- ice holes can open up quickly.
o Roll a window down and unlock doors or keep a door slightly
ajar to speed escape.
o Don’t wear a life vest while riding inside a vehicle.
o Don’t go back into a partially submerged vehicle to retrieve
equipment or other belongings.

For more ice safety information, visit the MN DNR’s website at https://www.
dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html.
We want everyone to be able to get out and enjoy our Minnesota winters, especially our young people. Adhering to simple rules of safety will make outdoor
activities more pleasurable and will ensure your safety.
As always, please feel free to reach out using one of the following methods: by
email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @
sheriffhennen; or by mail at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee, MN 55379. You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.
You can also contact Recreational Safety Deputy Jacob Edwinson at jedwinson@
co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8316.

Sight in guns at RTF range

With deer hunting rapidly approaching, the SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Facility shooting range will again be open for hunters to sight
their guns. The range will be monitored by trained range safety personnel
during the public shooting times.

Public rifle and shotgun
slug shooting dates and
times are:
Saturday, October 31,
noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, November 1,
noon to 3 p.m.

Scott County Sheriff Luke Hennen visited with instructors and students
participating in the Firearms Safety Certificate program last fall.

The fee to use the facility range is $15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations and face masks are required. Call (952) 496-8948 to make
an appointment. If you reach voicemail, leave a message and your call will
be returned to set the appointment date/time. Check the RTF website at www.
scottcountymn.gov/RTF for additional information. For questions contact
Mike Briese, Facility Manager, at (952) 496-8948 or via email at mbriese@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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4-H recognizes youth through the mail
How do you celebrate at
a distance? That’s been the
question of 2020, as concerns
about COVID-19 have led to
the cancellation of weddings,
graduations, and community
events. For Scott County 4-H,
that question has been answered with the help of generous donors and the US Postal
Service.
Youth who worked hard all
year to expand their knowledge
Residents are invited to voice their opinions about how Cleary Lake Regional
and demonstrate skills came toPark can be improved during the update of the park’s master plan.
gether at the end of July for the
first ever Scott County Virtual
Showcase. While it couldn’t
fully replace the fun and excitement of the Scott County Fair,
it did provide members with
the opportunity to showcase
their learning, connect with
friends, and earn a variety of Following the first Scott County 4-H Virtual
Many of us have made memories at cal experts about current trends, feasibilribbons, trophies, and awards. Showcase, participants -- including Henry Cleary Lake Regional Park. For some, ity, and costs associated with proposed
Most years, youth would and Olivia Clark (above) -- received their they are of taking a casual walk around plans. If this sounds like something you
have taken awards home with awards through the mail.
the lake, bringing their pooch to the off- would be interested in, please find the
them at the end of the Fair, while trophies would have been awarded during a ban- leash dog area, or a enjoying a pleasant application materials online at the letquet this fall. In 2020, youth instead got to open a box of surprises delivered to their afternoon family gathering complete stalkthreerivers.org site.
door. “Ribbons and trophies are keepsakes for our youth,” says Extension Educator with kayaking, swimming, picnicking,
Sarah Odendahl. “Most of our youth display those awards for years to come, and frisbee, or a multi-generational game
In early October, a series of tours will
we knew it would be important to them to have those keepsakes in a year when of volleyball. For others, they might be introduce the park to the community as
they’ve already had to sacrifice so much. We wanted them to feel recognized for working on their short game or taking in well as an in-person, socially distanced
their achievements regardless of the circumstances.”
a golf camp at the nine-hole golf course. event on the afternoon of Friday, Oct.
Ribbons and trophies are provided each year through the generosity of the Scott Perhaps a lucky few of you have spent 16 (3-7 p.m.) at the Oak Grove group
County Agricultural Society Fair Board, who extended that support again in 2020. the night at our walk-in, RV, or group campsite complete with an introduction
In addition, each box had a few additional gifts provided by 4-H and a specially camp sites, enjoying s’mores under the to the process, s’mores roasting around
decorated treat generously donated by Eileen’s Colossal Cookies in Prior Lake.
stars.
the campfire, and some good conversaQuick delivery via USPS was followed by text messages, Facebook posts, and
The amenities at Cleary Lake Re- tion about the park with staff. Look to
phone calls to 4-H staff to share the delight of families who were able to celebrate gional Park are in place because of the our social media sites as well as the projtheir youth at the end of an unusual summer.
years of property acquisition, planning, ect site for more details on these events.
and stewardship that the County has
Joining us for this master planning
invested in partnership with Three Riv- process can add to the memories made
ers Park District. Periodically, it is im- as you help shape the future of the park.
portant to refresh the long-term vision
With your input, the resident stratfor the park so that the park continues egy, technical, and Scott County Parks
to provide a place relevant to future teams will develop a master plan that
generations of Scott County residents. will present all the possibilities for the
Over the next year, Scott County will future of the Park.
be working to update the Park’s master
plan -- a document that will guide future
What happens after the master
investment into the park and provide us plan is approved?
with opportunities to learn more about
In about 12 months, an updated maswhat changes may be needed. We are ter plan will be presented to the Three
committed to making sure that this fa- Rivers and Scott County Boards for apcility provides activities for everyone to proval. The plan will guide the park for
connect with the outdoors.
the next 20 years. While the plan will
have an estimated cost, it does not guarJoin us as we plan for the future
antee funding for any of the proposed
Scott County needs your help in improvements to the park. Normal fundTwo of this year’s 4-H scholarship recipients were Kristen Klecker (at left) developing this vision. Normally, this ing requests and budgeting will dictate
would include in-person meetings to future development and how quickly
and Samantha Kubes.
connect with you and gather ideas and new amenities will be seen in the park.
feedback from the community. Because
Follow the progress at letstalkthreeof COVID-19, we have an opportunity rivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan.
4-H programs are made possible by County 4-H Animal Science Project De- to explore new ways of hearing from
the support they receive from their com- velopment Committee from awarding our residents. We’ve created an online
munities. This support comes in many scholarships to four outstanding mem- portal for engagement at letstalkthreeforms: Volunteers who make clubs and bers who will begin post-secondary ed- rivers.org/cleary-lake-master-plan. We
learning opportunities possible, busi- ucation this fall. These members were will have open office hours for virtual
nesses who help 4-H members discover selected based on their commitment one-on-one meetings, an online portal
career opportunities, and families who to leadership and service in 4-H, Scott to tell us about your ideas, interactive
mapping, virtual town halls, and social
participate in the program, to name a County, and beyond.
few.
The 2020 scholarship recipients media discussions. Please look for opFinancial donations also make an are Jaxon Schmidt, Jordan; Samantha portunities to participate during the next
impact on local 4-H programs. Scott Kubes, New Prague; Kristen Klecker, 12 months! While we are preparing for
County 4-H is supported by a number of Shakopee; and Levin Brandt, New much of the engagement to be virtual,
we intend to also offer socially distant
generous citizens and local businesses Prague.
each year. Donations allow for youth
Scott County 4-H would like to meetings and activities as allowable.
For those who are particularly pasmembers to learn about handling financ- thank the many volunteer auctioneers,
es, support the purchase of new learning buyers’ group coordinators, and donors sionate about parks and trails (or those
tools, and help provide financial support who make the auction possible year af- who are just interested in participatfor youth in need.
ter year. For a full list of the generous ing in a community planning process),
The Scott County 4-H Livestock community members and businesses we encourage you to apply to be a part
Blue Ribbon Auction is one of the larg- who make these scholarships possible, of the Resident Strategy Team. Those The parks team visited with interested
est fundraisers the program has each please visit our website at z.umn.edu/ members will participate in several vir- residents during a previous master
tual discussions over the course of the plan update for Cedar Lake Farm
year. Despite not being able to host the scott4hdonors.
planning process and hear from techni- Regional Park.
2020 auction, that did not stop the Scott

Help shape the future of
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Update of park’s master plan to begin

Donations fund 4-H scholarships

Page 10 Scott County SCENE October/November 2020

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

News you
can use...
Shakopee parks go tobacco-free

You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know. So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Prior Lake:

Club Prior reopened

Club Prior, Prior Lake’s activity center for adults
55 and over, reopened on Sept. 8! The 6,000 square
foot facility, which is located in the library building,
has been closed since March due to COVID-19.
This phase I re-opening has some new guidelines.
Club Prior will be
open on Tuesdays
and
Thursdays
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Due to limited capacity, we are asking guests to call
for reservations and
inform us the program or activity in
which you will be
participating. Social distancing and masks will be required by all who visit Club Prior, with a two-hour
visit limit. The most critical activities and programs
will be based on the needs of the patrons. Some activities will include knitting, pool, foot care, bingo, movies, and Yahtzee. For more information and to make
reservations, call Lesley Young at (952) 447-9783.

Participants in the Hike the Watershed Challenge
will enjoy lovely fall scenery.

extra challenge, visit all 11 sites or score a blackout on
your bingo card to earn some extra swag.
To collect your prize email kkeller-miller@
plslwd.org with a list of the sites you visited and/or
your completed bingo card, and a photo from your
adventures (include the location in your description).

From Shakopee:

Voters head to the polls Nov. 3

Shakopee voters will
elect two City Council
members as part of the
Nov. 3 general election.
Six candidates have filed
for the two open seats.
Also on the ballot, voters will be asked whether
the Shakopee Public Utilities Commission should be abolished. The commission
manages the city’s publicly owned water and electric
services. If approved, the City Council would regain
oversight of the utility services. The City Council
voted in August to put the question on the November
ballot.

Shakopee earns City of
Excellence honors

Many local parks and smaller lakes are featured in
the Hike the Watershed Challenge.

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:

Hike the Watershed Challenge

Looking for something to do while staying close
to home? Visit your favorite parks and discover new
places close to home by taking the Hike the Watershed
Challenge!
In celebration of the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District’s 50th Anniversary, Hike the Watershed
highlights many local parks, smaller lakes in the watershed, and District restoration projects. Take this opportunity to get to know your backyard just a little bit
better and enjoy the fall weather!
This is a great activity for all ages – go for a walk or
grab your bikes and head out the door. Use the Hike the
Watershed checklist to keep track of the parks you’ve
visited and to earn prizes. For extra fun, bring along
the Hike the Watershed Bingo card and mark down
the things you see while hiking the watershed. You
can find the checklist and Bingo card at www.plslwd.
org/50th-anniversary-of-the-district.
Earn prizes by visiting six places on the Hike the
Watershed list or scoring a bingo to win a commemorative Hike the Watershed waterproof sticker. For an

The League of Minnesota Cities recently selected
the City of Shakopee as one of five winning cities for
2020 City of Excellence honors. The city received the
City of Excellence award for cities with a population
of 20,000 or larger. Shakopee was recognized for its
fraudulent gift card reduction program.
Through collaboration with local businesses, the
Shakopee Police Department adopted a first-in-the-nation ordinance requiring retail establishments to verify
identification at the point of sale to deter criminal behavior. The gift card ordinance requires customers to
show proper identification before using a credit card
to buy third party gift cards from American Express,
Mastercard, or Visa, unless they’re paying with cash
or a check. Also, purchases made at the self-service
checkouts will no longer be allowed.
The ordinance was intended to reduce the fraudulent purchasing of third-party gift cards at retail establishments. Third-party gift cards are often purchased
by individuals using cloned or stolen financial transaction cards, counterfeit checks, or other fraudulent
means. These incidents affect numerous victims and
require considerable law enforcement resources to
investigate.

Spooky Family Fun Night
scheduled for Oct. 24

Get ready for a spooky night of Halloween fun as
everyone’s favorite fall bash moves to Lions Park from
3 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24. The outdoor event will
include pumpkin painting, flashlight pumpkin hunt,
cookie walk, trick-or-treating, and more. To ensure
compliance with state health guidelines, registration is
required at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/registration. Admission is $5 per person.

In July, the Shakopee City Council adopted an ordinance prohibiting tobacco use in all city-owned parks
and shelters. The ordinance also prohibits smoking on
the grounds of SandVenture Aquatic Park, Shakopee
Ice Arena, and the Shakopee Community Center.
The ordinance was proposed by Shakopee High
School students taking part in a Generation Now class.
The class, offered through the SHS Human Services
Academy, invites students to partner with city and
County officials to examine and propose solutions to
local challenges facing the community.
Last spring, four students – Marissa Brown, Lily
Fitch, Claire Flattum, and Jacinda Kurian – researched
ways to reduce tobacco use in city parks. To help curb
an increase in tobacco use among younger adults, they
recommended the city establish an ordinance prohibiting smoking in city parks. The students touted
both environmental and health benefits for prohibiting tobacco; tobacco product litter is dangerous to
birds, fish, and children, and cigarette wastes are not
biodegradable.
The students’ presentation was reviewed by city
staff to help draft a citywide ordinance. The city will
be adding signage to ensure park visitors are aware of
the new ordinance.

Shakopee Community Center
open to the public

The Shakopee Community Center has opened additional amenities to the public following several months
of restrictions due to COVID-19. The indoor aquatic
center, fitness center, fitness classes, open gym, and
open skate are now open to non-members. Daily admission for non-members is $5. Reservations are required at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/communitycenter.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community:

Honoring Native American
Heritage Month

For the last 30 years, the month of November
has been recognized as Native American Heritage
Month—a time to celebrate the culturally rich, diverse traditions and histories of Native peoples. At the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC),
November also commemorates more than 50 years of
federal recognition as a tribe, and marks what would
be the second annual CommUNITY Day—an SMSC
original event geared toward sharing Native American
culture and history with the public. Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the difficult decision has been
made to cancel the in-person event to ensure the health
and safety of SMSC members, employees, and guests.
Instead, the SMSC will share Native American culture
and history through a month-long virtual experience
on social media and the SMSC’s website (shakopeedakota.org) this November.

More About CommUNITY Day

In its first year, CommUNITY Day drew an impressive turnout of more than 1,000 visitors to the SMSC’s
newly built cultural center, Hoċokata Ti. Nearly 800
of those individuals also visited Hoċokata Ti’s public
exhibit, Mdewakanton: Dwellers of the Spirit Lake.
Throughout the experience, attendees had the opportunity to learn about Native American arts and crafts,
culture and language, local history, Indigenous food,
federal policy impact, gaming history, and more.
The SMSC looks forward to continuing the
tribe’s efforts to uplift and enhance the Native narrative through education and awareness—virtually—
throughout November, and beyond. Participants can
expect a similar energy, enthusiasm, and quality of
engaging material as last year’s CommUNITY Day,
but in a unique, wherever-you-are format. Become
immersed into Native American Heritage Month this
November by following the SMSC on Facebook, Instagram, or by visiting shakopeedakota.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Finalists named for
Oct. 22 FAST-TRACK
Business Challenge
Do you ever wonder who develops
the ideas for new products or services
and how they turn the ideas into a thriving business? Scott County has a large
number of entrepreneurs that do just
that! For the past four years, the Scott
County FAST-TRACK Business Challenge has assisted new entrepreneurs,
giving them the opportunity to fine-tune
their business plans, prepare a pitch,
become connected with industry leaders, and compete for start-up cash and
professional business services to “fasttrack” their business on the road to
success.
The Scott County CDA-FSS and
Technology Village are pleased to announce this year’s five finalists for the
Oct. 22 Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge. The finalists were selected
from applications submitted by start-up
businesses in the cities of Belle Plaine,
Jordan, New Prague, Prior Lake, Shakopee, and rural New Prague/Elko New
Market.
The five finalists, in alphabetical order, include:
Fitness Boomers’ owner, Chathu Hettiarachchi, wants to “change
the world through our children.” Fitness Boomers is a professional service
business based in Shakopee that provides “one-of-a-kind fitness, yoga, and
meditation opportunities for children
in schools and daycares.” Visit their
website at https://www.fitnessboomers.
online/.
IntelligentRx, based in Shakopee, is
a health care savings innovation company with a mission to increase access
to affordable healthcare to everyone.
Founder Thomas Kosgei notes IntelligentRx is “The Smart Way to Save on
Prescription Medicines.” Read more at
https://intelligentrx.com/.
Permits Plus, LLC.’s owner, Amy
Bedeaux, has designed a compliance
solution for companies to assist with the
municipal electronic permitting process.
The business is based in Jordan. The
website is currently under construction.
Tangled Roots, LLC. is based in
Belle Plaine. Nate Shutes, founder, has
developed a personal product care solutions line, with a focus on hair products for specific hair types, See more at
https://tangledroots.com/.
Wild Ruffle’s co-owners, Cate
Mezyk and Tammy Hiveley, are developing a spin-off clothing manufacturing company “Cloth & Clay by Wild
Ruffle.” The company, based in Prior

Lake, is developing a clothing line and
plan to utilize the skills of women at the
Shakopee Correctional Facility on the
production. Visit https://shopwildruffle.
com/ for more information.
Two additional applicants will be
highlighted as a part of this year’s
challenge:
Euroworx Automotive Repair
LLC., based in New Prague, received
an honorable mention. Jake De St. Hubertm, owner, will be provided an opportunity to pitch before the Technology
Village Board. His company provides
mobile advanced diagnostics for high
line European vehicles.
Slimey Unicorns will be featured
this year in a Student Spotlight, pitching to the Technology Village Board
of Directors. The two teenage sisters,
Elizabeth and Sophie Bisek, will share
information on their slime gift packages
that they currently sell for parties and at
various Farmers Markets. The young
entrepreneurs reside near Webster within Scott County.
The finalists will be pitching their
business ideas to a panel of judges
which include Angela Heikes, President
and CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community; Charles Shannon, VP of Corporate Development for
Merrill Corporation; Kristin Haugen,
VP Legal for Morneau Shepell; Joseph
J. Fittante, Corporate Practice Chair for
Larkin Hoffman; and Bill Gray, President of Uponor North America. Following their seven- to 10-minute pitch,
the judges will conduct a Q & A with
the businesses, evaluate each and select
winners that evening.
The top three winners will be awarded start-up cash and professional services valued at over $15,500 and generously donated by this year’s sponsors which include Silver Sponsors:
Larkin Hoffman, Technology Village
Prior Lake and the Scott County CDA;
Bronze Sponsors: Old National Bank,
Minnesota Valley Electric Coop’s Operation Round Up and Neon Lizard
Creative Graphic Design; and Copper
Sponsors: the New Prague, Prior Lake,
Savage, and Shakopee Chambers of
Commerce.
This year’s event will be held virtually, with the kick-off beginning at 5:30
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 22. For more
information on the event please visit
www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com.

Listen to Smart Gardens
on WCCO News Talk 830

WCCO’s Smart Garden radio show is a collaboration of WCCO radio and
the University of Minnesota Extension. Denny Long and experts from the
University of Minnesota Extension answer listeners’ questions on gardening,
lawns, and outdoor living, Saturday mornings from 8 – 9 a.m. Extension
Educators and Master Gardeners provide science-based answers that you
can use! You can call or text questions to the show at (651) 989-9226. To
hear previous podcasts of Smart Gardens go to wccoradio.radio.com, click
“Weekend on Demand” on the “Menu” icon.
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Individuals should prepare an
emergency communication plan

This is the second article in our two-year series about small steps that you should
take to prepare yourself and your family for a disaster. Last edition, we talked
about water. Each person needs a gallon of water per day for drinking, cooking, and
sanitation. At a minimum, you should have a three-day supply of water for every
member of your family. If you met this challenge, congratulations -- you are on
your way to being ready for a disaster. If you didn’t get there yet, I challenge you
to meet this goal by the end of the month.
This edition, our goal is to create an emergency communications plan. There
are three classes of phone service. Landline phones are traditional phone lines
that come into a home or business. These lines are powered by the phone company.
During a disaster, these lines typically remain powered for some time during a utility failure. However, lines delivered to the home overhead on telephone poles are
susceptible to damage during wind events.
Many homes and businesses have migrated to Voice Over Internet Phones
(VOIP). This includes phone “lines” provided by cable companies and other internet providers. VOIP phones use the home or business internet connection to deliver
service. Yet when the internet connection fails, so do the phones. This commonly
occurs during a utility power failure.
Almost everyone has a cell phone. Cell phones use shared
radio frequencies to transmit calls and data. Capacity on cell
phone towers is based on the average usage in that area. It is
extremely common for cell phone towers to become quickly
overloaded during planned or unplanned events. If you’ve
enjoyed the Renaissance Festival in the past but found that
your phone didn’t have service, you experienced congestion on the cell phone network. Even if congestion prevents you from making a phone call, it may be possible to send text messages.
The first step is to create a phone list. Most of us now use our cell phones to
call or text based on our contact lists. We’re no longer required to dial or memorize
phone numbers. But if your cell phone gets damaged or runs out of power, would
you know what number to dial to reach your loved ones? Each person should
have an accessible phone list with the phone numbers for current family, work, and
school contacts. The phone list should include at least one long distance contact.
Sometimes during disasters, local phone-switching capacity is exceeded, but
long distance calls can still go through. You should also let your critical contacts
know who your out-of-town contact is. If they can’t reach you, they can call your
out-of-town contact to share information. A copy of your phone list should be kept
with your emergency supplies; a wallet-sized form can be found at www.ready.gov.
If you have a landline phone, make sure that you have at least one phone that
plugs directly into a phone jack. Cordless phones and phones with powered base
units will fail during a power outage. You should also obtain at least one method to
charge a cell phone if power is out at your home. If you have a car charger, you’ve
already accomplished this. There are also small portable chargers (and even solar
powered chargers) available for extra resiliency. Next time you are at the store,
think about buying a spare car charger to keep in the glovebox.
If all forms of communication fail, the American Red Cross has a program called
Safe and Well. People in a disaster area can visit www.safeandwell.org to list themselves as safe. Friends and family can then search the website for information. Red
Cross and Emergency Management personnel that respond to a disaster can help
impacted citizens get registered on Safe and Well if they lack data service.
These are just a few easy steps to make sure that you can communicate if you
become involved in a disaster. My challenge to you is to have a backup charging
method for your cell phone, create a portable contact list, and designate then share
your out of town contact.

Yard waste options available
The leaves have turned beautiful
colors, and although they look amazing now, they are going to drop to the
ground and create a lot of yard work.
You toil away and now have a pile of
leaves and branches ready for disposal,
but what do you do with it?
“Yard waste” is considered to be grass
clippings and leaves. “Tree debris” is
heavier materials such as branches,
logs, and brush. “Food waste” includes
organic material such as fruits and vegetables, as well as kitchen food waste
and other compostable material. Here’s
a list of what local drop-offs are available in Scott County:
The Mulch Store – Shakopee – yard
waste, tree debris – open to the public
– call or check their website for prices
and hours: (952) 946-6999 or mulchstoremn.com.
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community – Shakopee – yard waste,
tree debris, food waste – open to the
public – call or check their website for
prices and hours: (952) 233-9191 or
smscorf.com.
Buckingham Companies – Prior

Lake – yard waste,
tree debris – open to
current customers –
call or check their
website for prices and
hours: (952) 2266441 or buckinghamcompanies.com/yardwaste.html.
Lloyd’s Construction – Shakopee
– yard waste, tree debris – open to the
public – call for prices and hours: (952)
746-5832.
Herman’s Landscape Supplies –
tree debris – open to the public – free
– call for hours: (952) 492-2783.
Check with your local city! There
are multiple options that vary by city
that are limited to residents.
Check the Scott County Waste
Navigator! We have created a great
resource for not only yard waste disposal sites, but all your disposal needs.
https://gis.co.scott.mn.us/wastenav/.
Remember, putting yard waste into
your regular garbage is illegal, but some
haulers offer yard waste pick up for an
additional fee. Check with your hauler.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Services still available for veterans

Scott County and Scott County Veterans Service are operating under very different procedures during the COVID pandemic. The good news is that we are operating and are here to assist veterans and their dependents with their VA benefit claims
and/or issues. We’re not seeing clients in person, but have been able to take care of
business virtually for the past months. Contact our office if you have a claim you’ve
been waiting to file but haven’t because you felt it may not be possible under these
new circumstances. We will find a way to get your claim developed and submitted
to the VA. Our staff is very proficient and can handle almost any situation.
We had previously suspended our VA medical appointment transportation service. As the VA Medical system is now making some in-person appointments,
we have started this service up again. The VA sees only those patients who have
scheduled appointments, so please don’t call for a ride if you don’t have an appointment. As in the past, we travel Monday through Thursday each week. We request
that you make every effort to have your appointments between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Our office can be contacted by phone at (952) 496-8176. Please leave a message and we will get back to you. The entire Veterans Service Office staff wants to
thank the Scott County veterans for their patience and understanding during these
unprecedented times.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Historical Society museum
reopens with new exhibits
SCHS is now open for exhibits and
research! Interested in visiting? We
have protocols in place to help keep you
safe! Our current hours for the library
and museum exhibits are Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Due to space limitations which
prohibit proper social distancing, the
Stans House is not open for visitation at
this time.
We ask that visitor groups with more
than three individuals notify us at least
24 hours in advance of their visit. Masks
are required for all individuals inside
the museum building. Paper masks are
available for free at the door if you are
not able to provide your own. We also
ask all visitors in the library and gallery
to stay at least six feet apart from each
other and from staff, and to refrain from
visiting the museum if you are not feeling well.
Want to stay at home? We get that!
Virtual tours of the exhibits are available on the SCHS YouTube page!
Votes For Women: Suffrage in Scott
County
Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amend-

Barten’s Pumpkins in New Prague will be the site of local artist Greg
Preslicka’s next mural.

Mural to feature family, community
Local artist Greg Preslicka is at it
again! For his next community mural
event, Preslicka will be joining in the
fall festivities out at Barten Pumpkins
west of New Prague. He will be painting
a mural on their big shed and granary.
Greg will be painting on week-

ends (weather permitting). The overall
theme is family and community, showing everyone coming together working
and enjoying the farm.
For a free fall outing stop by and
watch the mural come together and chat
with the artist as he paints.

Property owners…

have you filed your homestead notice?
Your homestead status will affect the amount of property tax you pay in 2021,
and it may affect your eligibility for a property tax refund.
Have you purchased or acquired a property this year? Or was your property
previously classified as non-homestead? You must file a homestead application with
Scott County on or before Dec. 15, 2020, if one of the following applies:
• You purchased a property in the past year and you, or a qualifying relative,
occupy the property for homestead purposes on Dec. 1, 2020; or
• You, or a qualifying relative, occupy a property for homestead purpose on
Dec.1, 2020, and the property was previously classified as non-homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of property.
For residential property, a qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent, child,
stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of
the owner. This relationship may be by blood or marriage. For agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a child, grandchild, parent, or sibling of the owner
or spouse of the owner.
Once you have been granted the homestead classification, no further applications are necessary unless your ownership has changed or they are specifically requested by the county assessor.
Applications may be printed from the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov. If you are unable to obtain a form from our website, call our office and
a form can be mailed or emailed to you. Forms can be submitted via mail or the
drop box outside the Government Center (the office is currently closed for walk in
transactions, visit www.scottcountymn.gov for updates).
You must also contact the Taxation Department by Dec. 15, 2020 if you are the
property owner, or a qualifying relative of the property owner, and the use of the
property has changed during the past year.
If you should sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead
classification, you are required to notify the county within 30 days of the change in
homestead status. A form is available in the Taxation Department or on the county
website (www.scottcountymn.gov) to request the homestead be removed from a
property for the next assessment. Failure to notify the county assessor within this
30-day period is punishable by recalculation of the tax as non-homestead in addition to a penalty equal to 100 percent of the homestead benefits.
Scott County Government Center, Taxation Department
200 Fourth Avenue West, Shakopee, Minnesota 55379, (952) 496-8115

ment which granted women the right
to vote, this exhibit tells the story of
women’s fight for suffrage in the United
States through the lens of Scott County.
We explore the roles women played in
the community leading up to passage
of the 19th Amendment; delve into key
events at the local, state, and national
level; and tell the stories of the women
who fought for voting equality in Scott
County.
HomeBrewed: Prohibition in Scott
County
Commemorating the passage of Prohibition 100 years ago, this exhibit explores the impact The Great Experiment
had in Scott County, not just for businesses, but for everyday people. We will
look at how the ideals of temperance
became legislation and how the 18th
Amendment fundamentally changed
how people lived. We also explore the
ways bootleggers, moonshiners, police,
doctors, and even priests adapted to a
law that changed the County and the nation forever.

Strategies for spending less
When your family faces reduced income, it’s wise to take immediate action
to stop all excess spending. Whether
your situation is temporary or extended,
you need to get the most for your money.
Studies have found that too many
families don’t adjust their lifestyle for
about six months after their income is
reduced. Those six months of ignoring
the situation can bring disaster. If you
take charge of your financial situation
immediately, you’ll be making a positive contribution to your family’s wellbeing now and in the future.
Following basic money management
principles can reduce stress and help you
adjust to living on less income. Here is a
list of research-tested principles:
●

●

●

●

Make a list of the family’s
most important expenses
while you have less income.
(This means things you must
have or do.)
Make a family spending
plan to determine where your
money will go. Develop a
family budget you can use
to cope with the new income
situation.
Decide where you will
spend your money. Stick
to your spending plan. With
less income, each spending
decision is critical.
Most people give high
priority to fixed expenses
such as rent or mortgage
payments, insurance premiums,
car payments, and installment
debt. Flexible expenses such
as food, utilities, clothing, and
household expenses can be

$$$$$$$

more easily adjusted to fit your
income.
All family members need to work together to reduce spending. When everyone pulls together, you’re more likely to
succeed in living on less. Together, the
family should go through the list under
each of the flexible expense categories
below. Check the ideas you think would
help your family to reduce spending.
Add your family’s ideas to each list. As
you go through the list, ask, “How can
we reduce spending?”
•
•
•
•
•

Can we substitute a less costly
item?
How can we conserve resources
and avoid waste?
Are there opportunities to
cooperate with others by trading or
sharing resources?
Can we save if we do it ourselves?
Can we do without?

In addition to basic money management principles, think of ways you can
reduce spending on food (especially
dining out), utilities, household maintenance, transportation, medical expenses, clothing, personal care, recreation,
gifts, habits (such as gambling, smoking, and drinking), and subscriptions
and memberships.
If you would like more information,
please contact Samantha Roth, Scott
County Financial Capability Educator
with the University of Minnesota Extension, at sroth@umn.edu or call the
Scott County Extension office at (952)
492-5410.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Historical SCENE

Local musicians formed bands, entertained

Music has a knack for bringing people together. It can connect family members across the globe, develop a bond
among different generations, enhance
the excitement of summer fun, and create cozy gatherings during cold winters.
Music has long been a part of the story
of Scott County. Highlighted below are
the stories of two of the many fantastic Scott County musicians throughout
time: J.W. Komarek and Al Hagie.

J. W. Komarek
J.W. Komarek was born in Chicago
on July 25, 1871, but his family relocated to New Prague soon after his birth.
Komarek showed an early aptitude for
music, and as a youth received lessons
from prominent local
musician John Sery. At
age 14, Komarek moved
to Minneapolis and was
employed by a painting
contractor with the hope
of learning the trade.
After a few years in the
J.W. Komerek city, he returned to New
Prague and started up a business painting commercial and residential buildings. Soon after, he wed John Sery’s
daughter Mary.
In 1893, Komarek founded the Bohemian Brass Band of New Prague.
Brass bands were very popular in the
late 1800s. They played at town gatherings, parades, and festivals, and were
even used to advertise products. These
bands were a source of civic pride and
traveled throughout the region representing their community at fairs and
musical competitions.
Like many other brass bands of the
time, Bohemian Brass Band featured
drums, trumpet, and cornet. Komarek’s
group also added a local flair with the
fiddle and bohemian bagpipes that nodded to the Czech ancestry of many of
New Prague’s residents.
Over time, Komarek’s musical work
took precedence over painting, and he
moved full time into his role as a music
teacher and band leader. He recalled as
one of his proudest moments when he
was presented with a recording of music
played for him by some of his students
-- a rare treat in the early 1900s.

Valley Cornet band of Shakopee performing as part of a demonstration
advertising overalls. (Photos takens around 1905, from the SCHS collection).

The prominence of Komarek’s musical career eventually pushed him into
public service. He was elected councilman at large, and later served as New
Prague’s mayor. After retirement, Komarek was a trustee of New Prague Community Hospital.
J.W. Komarek passed away in May
of 1945. He was survived by his five
children, including two stepchildren
from his second marriage to Anna
Remes. On the day of his funeral, the
town of New Prague decreed that business should be closed from 1:30-3 p.m.,
allowing all community members to attend the service.
The Bohemian Brass band lives on
through a mural that still graces Main
Street in downtown New Prague.
Al Hagie
The Story of Al Hagie’s musical career in Jordan begins with John Nicolin.
Nicolin was a prominent member of
one of Jordan’s wealthiest families. The
Nicolin house is still well known for
its majesty, and in the late 1800s, John
Nicolin owned numerous area businesses, including the musical Nicolin Opera
House. The story goes that Nicolin had
a desire for more musical talent in the

Bohemian Brass Band mural, downtown New Prague.

Jordan community and, in a testament
to his power, simply plucked Al Hagie
from a group of traveling musicians
and convinced him to stay. (In reality,
Hagie had spent a great deal of time in
the area and had many connections to
Jordan before he set down roots in the
community.)
Albert Hagie was born in Switzerland in 1862. His family immigrated to
the United States when Hagie was eight
years old, settling in St. Joseph, Illinois.
Al’s father was employed as a tailor and
passed the trade on to his son. Al Hagie
was also known in his youth as a talented musician, and by his early teens
was skilled in several instruments, most
prominently the cornet and the violin.
At 16, Hagie accepted employment
with the Davern and Hopper show as
a musician. For the next ten years, he
traveled with the troupe throughout the
Midwest, and these journeys included
long stays in Jordan, Minnesota. Hagie
was said to have attended every 4th of
July celebration in Jordan and every
Scott County Fair for all of those ten
years. During these visits, Hagie met
Theresa Meyer of Jordan. She, and the

insistence by Nicolin that Hagie lead a
Cornet band in Jordan, convinced him
to settle down. Al Hagie and Theresa
Meyer were married on April 29, 1892.
The Jordan Cornet Band was officially
formed the same year.
Along with assuming the role of
bandleader, Al Hagie followed in his father’s footsteps and started a tailor shop
of his own. For nearly four decades he
plied his trade. He was described as “a
careful and thorough tailor, taking great
pride in his work.”
His time with the band was not
without some good stories. The Jordan
Cornet Band would travel between local communities for performances and
competitions. In the summer, the journeys were undertaken by wagon; in
winter, the band traveled in horse drawn
sleighs. On one particularly icy winter
day, the sleigh overturned, spilling band
members and instruments into the drifts.
Their trip was delayed as the men had
to dig their trumpets, cornets, and drums
out of the snow.
It was well known that Al Hagie and
his band were favorites of John Nicolin.
Like any prominent family, there were
those who were frustrated with what
they saw as John Nicolin’s hold on the
town of Jordan. Once, a competing band
was formed for a town festival, just to
provide an alternative for Hagie’s group
and thereby spite Nicolin. The legend is
that the second band only had time to
learn a single song, but they played it on
repeat all day long in an act of protest.
Hagie led the Jordan Cornet Band
for nearly four decades, from 1892 until his death in November 1930. In his
obituary, Al Hagie was remembered as
having “loved the simple life. There
was no vain show, no ostentation about
him.” He was also described as “a bluff,
hearty, convivial, optimistic, forthright
man.” During his funeral celebrations,
30 bandmen from the Jordan Cornet
Band, and brass bands from surrounding communities gathered to honor his
musical career, playing marches and
dirges throughout the event. The service ended with a rendition of “Abide
by Me” played at Al Hagie’s gravesite.

Al Hagie and the Jordan Cornet Band. Hagie is a short man in white shirt
and suspenders to the right of the photo. (Photos from SCHS collection)

Become a member of the
Scott County Historical Society
Great things happen at SCHS through member support – we depend on
you. Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and
members receive a variety of additional benefits. Become a member today.
Memberships: Individual, $30; Student or Senior, $20; Household, $40;
Sponsor, $75; Business, $150. To find out more, visit www.scottcountyhistory.
org or call (952) 445-0378.

The Stans Museum, which
houses the Scott County
Historical Society and its
exhibits, has reopened with
protocols to keep visitors safe.
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Check water softeners to save money... and rivers
Water softeners are an essential piece of equipment in many Scott County households. In areas with
hard water—or water that contains minerals like calcium and magnesium—water softeners work to decrease those minerals. This “hard water” comes from
the groundwater in Scott County, where most rural
homeowners receive their utility and drinking water.
If you’ve ever tasted water that had an iron-like or metallic taste, the water was probably “hard.” Hard water
is not dangerous to human health, but softened water
reduces the formation of hard water scale which encrusts water heaters, hot water pipes, shower heads,
and other water-using appliances. This scale can cause
premature maintenance and failure. Soft water also
increases effectiveness of soaps, detergents, and cleaners, meaning you can use less… another plus for the
environment.
The reasons why we soften water is clear, but when
was the last time you checked the status of your softener? Like any appliance, softeners benefit from checkups to ensure they’re functioning efficiently. With
softeners, that efficiency pertains to multiple factors,
both economically and environmentally. Economically, checking your softener can save you materials
and money; the environmental benefits are enormous.

ic plants. The worst part? Salt is a permanent pollutant. Once it enters a water system, it does not sink into
soil or get drawn up through the water cycle like many
other chemicals and minerals. It stays in waterbodies
and keeps accumulating year after year. One teaspoon
of salt is enough to permanently pollute five gallons of
water above the recommended water quality limit. It’s
important to keep this pollutant under control however
possible.

Environmental benefits to checking softeners
Water softeners primarily use salt to treat water.
One of salt’s main chemical component is chloride, a
chemical that attaches itself to the minerals found in
hard water and removes them from your system. The
salt then passes through your system, through kitchen
sinks, shower drains, toilets, et cetera, and into a treatment facility.
Most contaminants and chemicals are cleaned out
through the wastewater treatment process; chloride,
however, is different. Chloride does not get taken out
of water from regular wastewater treatment -- it’s too
heavily bonded to the water molecules. Therefore,
when the water from a treatment facility is discharged
to surface waters like lakes, rivers, and streams, the
salt goes with it. While chloride in our surface waters

•

Conduct regular maintenance on your system.
Review your softener manual and check your
settings. If possible, have your system optimized
by a professional. Professionals can also help
you make sure you’re only softening the water
you want to. They can direct softening to the
necessary appliances and skip over the water
that’s going to your garden hose.

•

Conserve water. Practice water conservation to
reduce salt use in water softeners. This will not
only help decrease chloride pollution, but will
save your household money and help improve
the quality of our local groundwater and surface
waters.

What can you do to help?
• Change up your water softener. Consider
upgrading your softener to a demand-initiated
mechanism instead of a timer-based system.
Timers are set to distribute salt at designated
times, regardless of whether or not the system
needs it. Newer softener systems with a demandinitiated mechanism distribute salt based on the
amount of water used. This ensures you are not
accidently over-softening your water and wasting
salt. There are lots of different models, including
those that are salt-free, to choose from. For tips
and guides, visit the University of Minnesota’s
webpage on water softening at https://www.wrc.
umn.edu/watersoftening.

Regular maintenance on water softeners helps
prevent chloride pollution.

doesn’t pose human health hazards, chloride is becoming an increasing pollutant to aquatic life.
Fish and other aquatic life in freshwater systems are
extremely sensitive to changes in pH, like the changes
that increased chloride can cause. When fish and other
aquatic life are exposed to too much salt, it becomes
harder for them to properly balance their body’s fluids and, over time, community structure, diversity, and
productivity is diminished. The same is true for aquat-

Master Gardeners can help

Master Gardeners are available to help you
with your fall gardening and landscaping cleanup questions! Not quite sure how to put your
gardens to bed for the long winter ahead? We can
answer your questions. Please call the Yard & Garden
Line at (952) 466-5308 or email gardenquestions@
carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Prep your septic for winter

Before the snow starts falling (already??), here are some things you can
do to keep your septic system and piping from freezing this winter.

Insulate.
Ideally, you should insulate the piping from your house to the septic tanks,
from the tanks to the drainfield/mound,
as well as the drainfield/mound itself.
This can be done by letting the grass
grow to at least six inches tall over your
entire septic system. (Saves you time at
no cost!) If that is not practical, another option is insulate the system with a
thick layer of mulch (straw, leaves, hay,
et cetera) eight to 12 inches deep over
the entire septic system. This will help
insulate your system and protect it from
freezing.
Fix leaks and drips.
Fix dripping/leaking faucets, fixtures, appliances, and running toilets. A
trickle of water can cause ice to build up
in your sewer line and eventually freeze
the pipe closed. (Not what you need
when family is finally able to visit!)
Fixing drips and leaks also improves
how the septic tank functions. Solids
have more time to settle so they can be
pumped out later. Solids that escape the
tank flow to the drainfield and can cause
it to fail prematurely.

Keep it “energized.”
Regular doses of warm water during the winter help to keep pipes clear.
Spreading out your laundry schedule,
like doing one load of warmer/hot water
a day, is a good example of keeping your
system energized. If you don’t have that
much laundry, hot water from washing
your hands or using the dishwasher will
also help.
Avoid compaction.
When the ground starts to freeze,
keep vehicles, large animals, and human
traffic off your septic system. Compacted snow and soil provide less insulation
and causes frost to go deeper and faster.
Especially important is to stay off the
area between the house and the septic
tanks.
What should you do if your system
freezes?
Call a septic professional. If you
need help finding one, call the Scott
County Environmental Services Department at (952) 496-8177. Because
of the difficulty (and mess) involved, we
recommend never trying to fix a frozen
septic system yourself.
Spending a little time now might
save you the headache of frozen pipes
later this winter.

Take action now to protect
trees, shrubs in winter
Minnesota’s harsh seasonal climates
can wreak havoc on landscape plants.
Winter sun, wind, and cold temperatures can bleach and dry out evergreen
foliage, damage bark, and injure or kill
branches, flower buds, and roots. Snow
and ice can break branches and topple
entire trees. Salt used for deicing streets,
sidewalks, and parking lots is harmful to
landscape plants. Winter food shortages
force rodents and deer to feed on bark,
twigs, flower buds, and leaves, injuring
and sometimes killing trees and shrubs.
Here are some steps you can take to
protect trees and shrubs and minimize
injury.

Cold damage
Causes of cold damage on plants
include lack of plant hardiness and its
inability to survive extreme cold. A majority of Minnesota is located in USDA
cold hardiness zones 3 (-40 degrees F)
and 4 (-30 degrees F). Additionally, winter conditions such as ice storms, wind,
prolonged sub-zero temperatures, and
the weight of snow and ice can break
branches and wind can dry out plants,
especially evergreens. Lack of snow
cover can also cause damage, as snow
cover insulates plants from wind and
sub-zero temperatures. Environmental
stresses, such as dry conditions going
into the winter, can make plant tissues
more susceptible to cold damage, especially on evergreens.
Root injury
Roots do not become dormant in the
winter as quickly as stems, branches,
and buds, and roots are less hardy than
stems. Roots of most trees and shrubs
that grow in Minnesota die at temperatures at or below 0 and up to 10 degrees.
These plants survive in Minnesota because soil temperatures are normally

Mulch new trees with six to eight
inches of wood chips or straw.
much higher than air temperatures, and
because soil cools down much more
slowly than air temperature.
Reducing root Injury
Mulch new trees and shrubs with six
to eight inches of wood chips or straw.
If the fall has been dry, water heavily
before the ground freezes to reduce frost
penetration. Also, check new plantings
for cracks in the soil and fill them with
soil.
Frost heaving
Repeated freezing and thawing of
soil in fall or spring causes soil to expand and contract, which can damage
roots and heave shrubs and new plantings out of the ground. A four- to sixinch layer of mulch will prevent heaving by maintaining more constant soil
temperatures.
Information provided by Gary R.
Johnson, Extension forester; Julie
Weisenhorn, Extension educator; and
Richard Rideout, Ed Sucoff, and Bert T.
Swanson
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Wicks named 2020 Conservation Leaders

The start of something new
That night was the beginning of a new direction
for them. Vern and Becky decided together that they
wanted to do whatever they could to both better their
farming practices and improve local soil health.
“It was so important that we were both on the same
page from the beginning,” Becky reminisced. “Being together throughout it all made the transition and
changes possible.”
After the Wicks discovered the information and
tutorials available to them online, they also started
attending conferences and workshops. They went all
over south central Minnesota, from Albert Lea to right
here in Scott County. They gleaned knowledge from
producers who had been where they were, and offered
their experience as a stepping stone for other producers. Their knowledge and experiences inspired the
Wicks to start making changes on their farm.
And Vern and Becky made changes happen! A common recommendation among soil health experts is to
“start small” when transitioning agricultural practices.
But Vern and Becky dove in headfirst. They started
with no-till farming in 2016, and they didn’t just try
one section of their land to start out -- they did all their
fields. “We both had the thought ‘this is good for the
soil. Why just do one part of it?’” Vern explained.
2020 Conservation Leaders Becky and Vern Wick.
No-till, as its name suggests, involves planting directly into the stubble from the previous crop, rather plant it to pasture. Rotational grazing gave their herd
than turning over the top layer of soil first. The ben- freedom of movement, an inexpensive source, and free
efits include reduced soil loss, improved soil structure, fertilizer for the fields. “You can tell the cows are hapand reduced input costs. The 221 acres they manage pier now too,” Vern said.
has been no-till ever since. Vern is living proof that
The changes and alterations that the Wicks have
sustainable changes to farm operations don’t have to made in their operation demonstrate amazing land
be costly. Instead of adding expensive attachments to stewardship, a hunger for knowledge, and optimism
his planter, Vern fills his insecticide boxes with sand to for the future. And throughout all their years, they feel
get enough down pressure to get the seed to the right they’ve only scratched the surface of what’s possible.
depth. He also rents the no-till drill from the SWCD to
plant his alfalfa, small grains, and cover crops.
Reflections for the future
Since the conversion, the erosion problems that
The Wicks are always conscious of their impact
had plagued their fields before are now essentially on the land, and put consideration for the future at the
nonexistent.
forefront of their decisions. “We know we won’t be
here forever, and we want to leave the land better than
Keep moving forward
we found it.” Becky and Vern agree.
Finding success with no-till, the Wicks demonstratWith all their wisdom, they were asked what advice
ed their willingness to try new things again in 2017 they had for farmers and producers who are thinking
when they signed a three-year cover crop agreement about implementing new conservation practices on
with the SWCD. They were the office’s first sign-ups their land. “If you want to get started, reach out to your
to the new program, serving both as trendsetters and local SWCD,” said Becky. “They’ll know how to help.
experimenters.
And don’t be afraid to ask questions. We’ve asked so
For the Wicks, three years of cover crops were many, and we’re always learning. Take notes. Keep
three years of playing around with seed mixes and records. They’ll help you remember the little changtechniques. “It’s all about finding what’s best for your es and improvements, and they’ll help you figure out
farm. We spent a lot of time switching up mixes and what works best for you.”
techniques. We’re still on the journey to find the perCongratulations to Vern and Becky Wick for their
fect fit,” Becky said.
Conservation Leader recognition, and may their posiThe Wicks also began rotational grazing their dairy tive impacts continue to improve the soil quality, water
Vern Wick stands beside his cover crops in 2017. herd. In their case, every couple years Vern and Becky quality, and environment in Scott County.
The Wicks farm in rural Jordan.
take one of their fields out of row crop production and

As chaotic as 2020 has been, it’s important to take
a step back and recognize the good that is happening
all around us and the positive influence that individuals have in our own communities. The Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) does that every
year with their Conservation Leaders program, which
gives appreciation and recognition to outstanding conservationists, trendsetters, and stewards of the land in
Scott County. This year, the Scott SWCD is proud to
recognize Vern and Becky Wick as the 2020 Conservation Leaders.
Over the years, Vern and Becky have converted
their traditional farming operation into 100 percent
no-till. They also plant cover crops, practice rotational
grazing with their dairy herd, maintain grassed waterways, and speak about their experiences at workshops
and field days. The journey they took to make it where
they are today is remarkable.
Vern and Becky Wick have been farming in Jordan for their entire farming careers, taking over Vern’s
family farm. Up until 2016, they had a traditional
operation of corn, soybeans, and small grains with a
dairy operation that sustained their growing family.
The Wicks had been battling gully erosion and soil
loss for years, despite the previously installed grassed
waterways. Each year brought heavy washouts from
rain, with 2014 hitting hard—as it did to many producers in the County. They knew something had to
be done to fix the ongoing problem, but weren’t sure
where to begin.
The family remembers one particular night in 2016,
however, when the Wicks’ oldest son was attending
college at SDSU and started learning about alternative farming practices. One night, he showed Vern and
Becky YouTube videos from notable soil health figures
in the Midwest like Ray Archuleta and David Brandt.
They watched videos on erosion demonstrations, cover crops, sustainable practices, and soil health lectures.
They clicked on video after video, enthralled with the
information being presented, and something clicked
for both of them: They could try these things on their
farm too.

Crisis/recovery center

support systems which are so essential
in their recovery.
“Our mental health crisis system
was in crisis,” said Pam Selvig, Scott
County’s director of Human Services,
who, along with former Scott County
Administrator Gary Shelton, were early
advocates for the facility.
The new facility will have 10 beds
designated for Intensive Residential
Treatment Services (IRTS) which can
last for 90 days, four beds for 10-day or
fewer crisis management, and two beds
for wherever the demand for services is
greatest.
“We built in flexibility to meet the
community needs,” said Beth Scheetz,
the Chief Clinical Officer from Guild,
an organization that provides integrated
treatment and services to people living
with mental illness.
Scheetz called the new Savage facility “beautiful and restorative.” Each
resident will have their own room and
food service and laundry facilities will
be available.
The COVID-19 pandemic will alter some practices at the center for the
time being, but since Guild offers similar services elsewhere, they’ve already
adapted to the new routines. The new

facility will also help, said Scheetz.
“Since all the rooms are private, we’ll
still be able to serve 16 residents, plus
the new HVAC system and the layout
of the building give us confidence that
we’ll be able to operate safely despite
COVID.”
Mary Beth Fessler, who will serve
as the service director, said the recovery center will have nursing services 12
hours a day. They will also have trained,
mental health practitioners on-site who
will work in tandem with the clients’
other providers. If a client does not have
a psychiatrist, Fessler said staff will
provide telemedicine referrals for psychiatry services and/or help them find
one near their community who they can
visit to maintain stability when returning home.
“This is designed to be a hospital diversion program,” said Fessler. “It will
cost less and can be a better service for
many clients who need to reintegrate
back into the community... Savage is a
quaint and beautiful community and we
think the clients will really enjoy being
here.”
Fessler said referrals for most of the
long-term residents will come through
hospitals or social workers, while fami-

From page 1

lies, friends, or an individual in crisis
may refer themselves for the short-term
crisis beds.
Sheetz explained that in order to best
meet individual’s needs in the most efficient way Guild will have a crisis intake line that will be answered 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.
Scheetz said the new center will provide people with another option for services. “We’ll be partnering closely with
the local hospitals, the mental health
mobile crisis team in Scott County, and
other County resources so people aren’t
at home in a crisis when they should be
somewhere else,” she said.
Guild also offers housing and employment services in Scott County, and
she said her organization is excited to
partner with the County to offer any
Guild services that could benefit the
community. Currently, the program in
Savage will employ 30 to 35 people,
many of whom have been hired and
are being trained. “We’re really excited
about the staff we have hired so far,”
said Scheetz
Individual health insurance is expected to cover most of the costs of
care, and the center will have a community resource specialist available to

work with patients who need financial
assistance or insurance.
Scott County pursued a variety of
funding sources to construct the $7.3
million, 16,500 square foot facility.
With help from local legislators, the
County was awarded a $1.9 million
direct grant, and another $2.26 million
in state funds were secured through
the persistence of Selvig and her staff.
They also found additional partners, receiving $348,000 from Dakota County,
$100,000 from Allina Health, and the
City of Savage donated a vacant lot on
the corner of Ottawa Ave. and 124th St.
(valued at $175,000). Scott County will
pay the balance, mainly with funds currently used to pay for expensive care
for County residents who need to stay
at the state hospital because of the lack
of other facilities available to provide an
appropriate level of care.
Since state funding was used, residents from any county can access the
residential services, but Scheetz said
Guild’s priority is to serve the community where their facilities are located.
The Scott County CDA managed the
construction of the building and will
also manage the lease.
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Maintain septic systems to prevent bacteria pollution
Bacteria live in our water in many forms, the same
way they live in our bodies. Most species of bacteria
are useful; they are necessary to provide food for larger organisms and maintain the foundation for many
biochemical cycles like decomposition, nitrogen fixation, and digestion.
However, harmful bacteria—known as pathogens—can find their way into our waterbodies. Just
like they can find their way into our bodies and make
us sick, harmful bacteria can make our lakes, rivers,
and streams sick too. Scott County has seen an increase in the number of water bodies being added to
the Federal Impaired Waters List for harmful bacteria. Big Possum Creek, Brewery Creek, Credit River,
County Ditch 10, Eagle Creek, Minnesota River, Porter Creek, Raven Stream, Roberts Creek, Sand Creek,
the Vermillion River, and West Raven Stream are all
currently listed on the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency’s list of impaired waters. Some waterbodies
have been listed for a bacteria impairment since 2002.
Where does the bacteria come from?
Studies have been done on these impaired systems—specifically in the Vermillion Watershed, where
the problem is most notable and consistent. Bacteria
can come from a variety of different places, including
animal waste (domestic pets, agricultural operations),

Credit River is one of many water bodies in Scott
County on the Federal Impaired Waters List for
high levels of bacteria.

Stopping water pollution improves water quality
for recreation.

overloaded waste treatment systems, human sewage
from failing on-site sewage systems (septic systems),
and leaky sewer pipes. When these sources go unchecked, harmful bacteria can end up in waterbodies
through rainfall, erosion, and improper soil filtration.
The importance of taking care of bacteria sources
Bacteria from human waste are kept in check using soil treatment septic systems and regular maintenance. When working properly, septic systems run all
the water leaving your house from one main drainage
pipe into a septic tank(s). The water settles in the tank,
allowing solids to separate to the bottom, and liquids
float to the top. The liquid then exits the tank and goes
into a soil treatment system before eventually filtering
down into the groundwater.
The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (JPO) completed DNA testing on E. coli
bacteria samples taken from the Vermillion River and
found human DNA as the source of the E. coli bacteria.
When maintained and running properly, septic systems
should effectively remove most pollutants (including
harmful bacteria like E. coli and viruses). Maintaining your septic system is the cheapest and easiest way
to keep our surface and groundwater healthy. Always
hire a state-licensed septic tank pumper to maintain
your septic tank(s). It is against the law to pump raw
sewage from your septic tank(s) to the ground or
any nearby surface water. Properly maintaining your
septic system will help ensure that harmful bacteria
are filtered out of the water before re-entering our surface and groundwater.

What can you do to help?
Conducting regular maintenance on your septic
system is the best way to ensure the water you’re using in your home isn’t contributing to unintentional
water pollution. If there is no information on file at the
County, your system might be very old. Some ways to
tell if your system is failing is the presence of pooled
water or marshy areas around your property, slow
drainage or weak flush, overgrown or dead vegetation,
green outer area around the septic tank, or drains that
constantly back up.
Regular maintenance on your system and having
a properly designed and constructed drainfield will
help keep your septic system running longer and help
protect your local water quality. Septic system maintenance companies can help provide repairs and answer
general questions you might have about your septic
system.
Replacing your septic system might be necessary
in certain cases. The Vermillion River Watershed has
grants to help in the replacement of septic system
posing an imminent health threat (leaks out onto the
ground, backs up into the home, et cetera). Contact
Mary VonEschen at mvoneschen@co.scott.mn.us for
more information and eligibility. If you have any general questions about septic systems or want to know
what kind of system you have, please contact the Environmental Services Office at (952) 496-8177.
Limiting your water usage is another great way to
help minimize your impact on surface and groundwaters. Taking shorter showers, turning the faucet off
when brushing your teeth, and fixing any leaking faucets or toilets can really help cut back on water usage.
Together, we can work to help improve our local
waterbodies, and be a little more conscious of our impact on the waters we see flowing past us every day.

Protect water, get grants
to reduce salt use

Are you a winter maintenance private contractor
or work for a non-profit organization in Scott
County that manages winter maintenance
activities? The Scott Watershed Management
Organization will have grant funds and cost
share for chloride reduction tools and projects
for winter 2020-21. For more details, please
email project manager Melissa Bokman Ermer at
mbokman@co.scott.mn.us.

