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Alison Penner Rahn understands foster care, because
she lived it. At age 15, issues at home led her to request
placement with her pastor and his wife who were foster
care providers in the small Minnesota town where Alison
grew up.
“I know it is quite unconventional for a child to request
placement, but I had been watching them for some time
and I wanted to have what they provided,” said Rahn, currently a family child care licensor with Scott County. The
county where she lived eventually granted her request, and
she lived with the foster family until she left for college,
having the freedom to come back whenever she wanted.
“I still go back to their home to celebrate holidays,” she
said.
Support from the community was also needed and welcomed by her and her siblings. “The people in the community knew my family’s story and they supported my
siblings and me in a variety of ways because they saw
potential in us and wanted us to achieve it. My teachers
were especially impactful. For example, I never doubted
that I would graduate from college,” said Rahn, who attended Gustavus Adolphus College and then graduated
from Bethel University.
That isn’t the case with most foster care kids, she
pointed out. Statistics show that only 50 percent of youth
in foster care graduate from high school, and 97 percent
don’t graduate from college.

Mentorship is an important part of the program.

Rahn is on a mission to change those statistics. She
discovered a program that was started in Austin, Texas,
that wraps consistent support and community around
children in care -- along with foster families -- and has
shown positive results. “They have a 100 percent high
school graduation rate for kids in their program. That’s

FOSTER CARE SUPPORT to Page 11

In-person absentee voting for presidential
primary begins Jan. 17 at new sites
Do you want to be involved in the
selection of your party’s candidate
for president? For the first time since
1992, Minnesota will be holding a
presidential nomination primary on
March 3, 2020, also known as “Super Tuesday.” Absentee voting for
the presidential primary will begin on
Friday, Jan. 17.
With a major construction project occurring at and around the Scott
County Government Center, along
with the large increases in the number of absentee voters, new in-person
absentee voting sites have been established for all of the elections in 2020.
No one will vote at the Scott County
Government Center in Shakopee.
“We’re working to make the absentee election process as easy as
possible for voters,” said Cindy Geis,
Scott County’s chief election official.
“Our new in-person absentee balloting locations will actually be more
convenient for most voters.”
If residents in Shakopee, Prior
Lake, Savage, and Jordan decide to

In-person absentee voters will go to new polling sites for the 2020 elections.
Janice From (at right), Scott County Elections Supervisor, and election
judge Rose Menke are preparing the site at the Scott County Highway
Department where Scott County residents from Elko New Market, Belle
Plaine, New Prague and all the townships will be able to vote early by
absentee ballot. Other residents will vote at their city’s polling site.

vote using the in-person absentee process, they will use their city’s polling
sites between Jan. 17 through March
2. Township residents and residents

of Belle Plaine, Elko New Market,
and New Prague choosing to vote in
person absentee during that time will
VOTING SITES to page 5

It’s almost time to be counted

The Scott County 2020 Census Complete Count Committee (CCC) began its local outreach efforts this fall
by staffing and providing Census information at various
community events, such as Project Community Connect
in September. This is a one-stop event held at Canterbury
Park providing direct services to residents who are “living
on little,” those who are homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless – a historically undercounted population in the
decennial census.
The goal of the CCC is to organize local, direct, personal outreach efforts on the importance of the 2020 Census and ensure everyone is counted in Scott County. In
2000, the overall Countywide mail response rate was 88
percent. Ten years later, this response rate dropped to 84

percent – and some pockets in the County had mail response rates down to 75 percent. According to the Census
Bureau, every person not counted in the Census means the
community loses $1,500 a year in federal funding.
The Census Bureau has analyzed the social and demo-

CENSUS to page 10

Page 2 Scott County SCENE December 2019/January 2020

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SmartLink leading the way
in Mobility Management

“Mobility Management” is about transportation services are evaluated
helping communities and individuals and adjusted based on need.
create and manage their mobility opSmartLink has also made several
tions. The concept is customer-focused investments in new technology and serand begins with a community vision in vices for Scott County. A new transporwhich an entire transportation network tation scheduling software, Novus, was
works together to deliver transportation implemented in the summer of 2019.
options that best meet a community’s This new web-based technology has
needs. For Scott County, this network improved efficiencies in many areas,
includes public transit, on-demand ride such as automated trip assignments for
services, private operators, volunteer providers and billing. Further, it’s much
drivers, cycling, and walking. The fu- more stable -- resulting in less downture network may very soon include time that reduces staff time.
additional ride-sharing options such as
SmartLink has also made an incarsharing, bikesharing, scootersharing, vestment that is very people-centric: a
and – yes -- autonomous vehicles.
Travel Trainer. The role of the Travel
The map depicts those survey areas (in purple) that are currently underserved
SmartLink has been leading the way Trainer directly benefits those individuby broadband services as defined by the FCC. The green shows the areas in Mobility Management in the Twin als that live and work in Scott County
newly serviced by Netwave at symmetrical speeds of up to 100 Mbps.
Cities metro area. Finding and lever- that would like to understand what tranaging transportation solutions in Scott sit solutions are available. Think of a
County can often be a challenge for in- Travel Trainer as being Scott County’s
dividuals. Smaller communities with- very own “transportation expert” availout public transit often rely on Dial-a- able to work with individuals as well as
Ride services or a network of volunteer groups and help them understand and
drivers, friends, and family to help indi- navigate mobility options.
The SmartLink Mobility ManageThis month, Scott County, in part- conducted a survey of its rural area resi- viduals without a vehicle get to their appointments.
SmartLink
not
only
helps
ment
team begins and ends with undernership with Arvig Communications, a dents in these underserved areas. Over
link
people
to
existing
transportation
standing
and advocating for the many
Minnesota-based Internet Service Pro- 700 responded, and confirmed areas
solutions,
but
is
also
focused
on
identicustomer
groups in the County; current
vider, will be completing a high capac- with less than FCC-recommended levfying
gaps
based
on
individual
commuand
potential
riders; and employers,
ity fiber circuit spanning from Minne- els of service (less than 25 Mbps downnities.
SmartLink
recognizes
that
the
students,
aging
adults, and those with
apolis through Scott County to Omaha. load speeds and 3 Mbps upload speeds).
challenges
and
gaps
that
exist
in
smaller
disabilities.
Transportation
is integral
“The connection increases the di- “The response was remarkable!” said
communities
(such
as
Elko
New
Market,
to
almost
all
activities
that
take
place
versity and redundancy of our institu- Lisa Kohner, Scott County’s Public AfNew
Prague,
Jordan,
and
Belle
Plaine)
within
a
community,
such
as
housing,
tional network,” said Perry Mulcrone, fairs Coordinator. “Peoples’ reaction
Business Relationship Director at Scott was strong. This was not surprising, are very different than those in Shako- health care, and employment. SmartCounty. “But additionally, it positions given that adequate access to internet pee, Prior Lake, and Savage. By taking Link is here to help! If you would like
Scott County well for economic devel- affects so many daily things, from kids a “customer-first” approach, SmartLink more information or to connect with a
opment, as well as improved residen- doing their homework to online shop- Mobility Management encourages inno- transportation resource email transit@
tial and business broadband offerings, ping or streaming movies and conduct- vation and flexibility to reach the “right co.scott.mn.us or call (952) 496-8341,
fit” solution for customers. By continu- option 2.
through greater access to additional car- ing business.”
riers for our residents.”
“Our goal is to continue to lever- ally incorporating customer feedback,
The new circuit connects into the age our institutional fiber to encourage
Omaha 1623 Farnam facility, which is incumbent providers, as well as new
a carrier hotel and is one of the fastest providers, to offer additional intergrowing carrier-neutral hotels in the US. net service offerings throughout Scott
Its location is ideal – the center point of County,” said Lezlie Vermillion, Scott
the United States -- and more important- County Administrator. The County curly, the midpoint of cross-country fiber rently has over three dozen agreements
optic networks.
with providers and partnering agencies
This new circuit is one of several that are all designed to drive broadband
initiatives Scott County is undertaking connectivity throughout the County.
to help encourage better broadband ofThe agreement between Access and
ferings by providers for its residents. Scott County is an example where the
This high-capacity Omaha circuit man- County’s fiber was used by a provider to
aged by Arvig promises to draw new service residents in the rural area. This
carriers into the Scott County market to year, Netwave Broadband, a subsidiary
help serve those residential and business of Access Networks, began using the Some of the SmartLink Volunteer Drivers shared stories about the rewards
of their work during a recent Volunteer Driver Appreciation Luncheon.
park areas with little or no broadband middle mile of Scott County’s fiber to
services. “Scott County has an ‘open provide fixed wireless broadband seraccess’ policy in which Internet Service vices to rural residents in the western
Providers can use its ‘middle mile’ fiber area of the County. “We have found
to get to new potential customers,” Mul- Netwave to be a reliable company with
crone continued. “This route to Omaha, excellent customer service. They took
coupled with the open access policy, the time to be sure the service would
Do you have a vehicle and like to for a double lung transplant, and he has
provides the catalyst and opportunity work in our location. It is nice to finally
drive?
Do you like to meet people and continued to take him to follow up docfor [internet] providers to serve our have an internet company provide demake
new
friends? Do you want to tor appointments.
residents with poor internet options.” pendable service to residents in the ruOne morning a volunteer reported
serve
others
in need?
Access Networks, another Minnesota- ral area. Our family is also excited to be
picking up a client for a medical apThen
you
should
consider
becoming
based Internet Provider, manages Scott able to watch shows on Netflix!,” said
pointment at the University of Minnesoa SmartLink Volunteer Driver.
County’s open access model.
Sherri Dandurand, a Louisville Townta and when she accompanied the client
Volunteer
drivers
shared
stories
The map above depicts those areas ship resident.
into the clinic she found out her doctor
about
their
experiences
during
a
recent
that are currently underserved by broadFor more information about Scott
was an old friend who attended grade
Volunteer
Driver
Appreciation
Lunband services (as defined by the FCC).
County broadband, please contact Perry
school with her in Woodbury, giving
cheon.
They
all
commented
on
how
Earlier this summer, Scott County Mulcrone at (952) 496 -8776.
they love driving people -- and often them the opportunity to reconnect.
Another driver had a client he drove
the same people -- to appointments as
it allows them to build relationships and to an appointment, later to find out
make valuable connections. They also the person he drove was a parent of a
said they enjoy transporting people to friend from his horse riding association.
destinations they would not otherwise Through this they all made a connecget to, such as medical appointments, tion, and the client’s son wrote a thank
the food shelf or grocery store, or even you note to the driver for taking such
good care of his parent and getting them
to a friend’s house for a visit.
One driver commented that over the safely to their appointment.
These are just some of the stories
years she has driven residents to dialysis appointments and, with a few -- once told by volunteer drivers. If you want
the treatments stopped and the client to become a volunteer driver and create
Saturday, April 18, 8:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
passed away -- she has attended their fu- new friends and your own stories, sign
Join the Carver-Scott Master Gardeners for the 22nd
nerals because they had become friends up at www.scottvolunteers.com. VolunAnnual Garden Fever horticulture conference.
and part of her family. Another driver teer drivers can choose which trips they
More information and tickets available in January 2020.
reported becoming friends with a client will take and are reimbursed for their
Please visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
he drove to Mayo Clinic one morning mileage. (See ad on page 12)

County seeks additional
connectivity for residents

Volunteer drivers make new
friends while serving others

Looking for a late holiday gift
for a gardener?
They may enjoy

Garden Fever 2020
Chaska Event Center

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Top of the SCENE
By Lezlie Vermillion
Scott County Administrator

Kids need connections to caring adults

Recently, I had the opportunity to go out with Therese, one of our Public Health
nurses. It was an incredible experience to observe the interactions between Therese,
a four-year-old, and his mom. Public Health provides services to all new moms
in Scott County upon their arrivals home. Some families have risk factors called
ACEs (i.e., Adverse Childhood Experiences), which may indicate they would need
continued services after these first home visits. In this case, the young child and
mom showed a susceptibility toward ACEs that put him at risk of meeting essential development markers and, eventually, being unready for kindergarten; research
shows that kindergarten readiness is a key indicator of how well our youth will do
in school.
Through our Public Health programs, we monitor the child’s physical as well
as emotional and social development. In this case, the mom had struggled with
mental health issues and the father with physical health issues, all contributing to
stress in the family. Our nurses provide parents with support on how to cope with
emotional stress and how to use the crisis nursery if needed. They also work with
the parents on the importance of literacy and skills that are needed to help get their
children ready for kindergarten. On the morning we arrived, both the young boy
and his mom were happy to see Therese; the friendly interaction and trust between
the three was so evident. They had tough conversations on how mom and dad were
doing as well as playful interactions with the boy. I am happy to report the young
man is on track for kindergarten and mom is doing well.
The reason that I think so often about this visit is that, as we are ending our year
and looking forward to 2020, there are some concerning signs seen in the most
recent Minnesota Student Survey. As a partner in the Academies of Shakopee, we
had an intern focus on the importance of a caring adult in our youths’ life. It shows
that when youth have a caring adult in their life outside of their family, they tend
to be happier and healthier. I know that I can personally name an array of caring
adults from my childhood, including church, school, and athletics that played an
important role in helping to guide and listen to me at different times in my life. But
here’s the scary part: Our intern’s work showed that we have a significant decline
between fifth and eleventh grade in how students feel in this area (according to
MnCompass research).
The other piece of information that supports this concern was presented at the
Scott County Community Health Board meeting in November. Here, the most recent School Survey results reveal a similar decline in youth emotional well-being,
including our fifth graders. When asked if they “… feel good about themselves often,” the percent who responded positively dropped from 86 to 77 percent for fifth
graders… and 70 to 62 percent for eighth graders.
As part of their strategic plan update, the Scott County Board will have a strategic objective: “Strong families and community partners will come together supporting children in having safe, healthy, and successful lives.” This objective will
provide opportunities for community engagement and volunteers in many different
areas. Some of the areas of focus will be:
• Implement the strategic plan to prevent child abuse and neglect;
• Foster literacy-rich environments for children;
• Increase the presence of and support for nonprofit service agencies
serving children, youth, and families in Scott County;
• Increase opportunities to prevent and address Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs);
• Create opportunities for caring adults to support and mentor youth;
• Share data across agencies to target services to children and families
at highest risk.
So as we enter this end of year season of joy, giving, and love through the holidays and begin to consider our goals and hopes for the new year, I urge everyone
to think about how you can engage and help change the trend lines for our youth
in Scott County.
I wish you all you all a wonderful and blessed holiday season.

Sharing the holiday spirit

For the second consecutive year, Road Machinery & Supplies Co. (RMS) in
Savage participated in the Scott County Adopt-A-Family Holiday Wish List
Program. Wish lists were emailed to employees along with a sign-up sheet
encouraging participation. In 2018, RMS adopted four families (11 individuals).
This year, due to an increase in employee involvement, that number was nearly
doubled – six families (20 individuals). Once all the shopping was complete
and items were collected, employees spent the afternoon wrapping gifts.
Employees agreed it was a great way for people from different departments
to come together and support their community.

Commissioners’ Corner
December 17

County Board Meetings through February 2020
--

County Board meeting

January 7
–
Regular Annual County Board meeting
January 21
–
County Board meeting
			
February 4
–
County Board meeting
February 18
–
County Board meeting
The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (as indicated above) at
the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

Want to get more involved with your community? Do you have a desire to help shape
the policies, programs, and services that affect your life? Do you have a special area of
expertise, unique personal background and experience, or just want to serve your fellow
citizens in a meaningful manner?
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on
the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a
per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil at (952)
496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your
County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that
some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Lower Minnesota Rivers Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy). The
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers has one vacancy representing
Scott County. The Board of Managers presides over the business of the District as it relates
to finances, conservation of natural resources, regulation of land-disturbing activities, flood
control, and the protection and improvement of water resources. Additionally, the Lower
Minnesota River Watershed District business includes managing material dredged from the
Minnesota River to improve recreational and commercial navigation. Applicants must be a
resident of the District. The District includes portions of the cities Savage and Shakopee, and
Jackson and Louisville Townships in Scott County. Managers attend regularly scheduled
meetings of the District Board and other meetings related to the District’s business.
Members of the Board are expected to be able to spend approximately 12 or more hours
each month on Watershed District work. More information regarding the Lower Minnesota
River Watershed District is available at www.watersheddistrict.org.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancy).
Currently, there is one at-large vacancy. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission
reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water
Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The commission
consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the
fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
•

Source: MN Department of Education: Minnesota Student Survey County Tables

Oops..

ChooseNotToUse would also like to thank the Prior Lake Optimist Club for
their Gold Sponsorship of the annual Tee It Up golf event. We apologize for
missing it in our original thank you banner in the last SCENE!

•
•
•
•

District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and
Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market,
and Spring Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts
1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.
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Environmental SCENE
By Ryan Holzer
Water Resources Scientist

Collective action makes a difference
in improving water quality

As we are in the season of giving thanks, a well-deserved thank you goes out
to all our landowners that are doing their part to collectively improve our waters.
In nature, there are many types of animals that work together for their betterment.
Orcas will communicate with each other to coordinate during a hunt. Ants can
organize their efforts to carry various items. There are even relationships where
animals of different species help each other. We’ve all seen a picture of a crocodile
with its mouth wide open while a bird fearlessly picks food from between its teeth.
(The crocodile gets a free dental cleaning and the bird gets a meal.) Similarly, humans work together all the time to make improvements. What isn’t always obvious
is the result of these efforts, especially when it is a slow progression.
In Scott County, we are fortunate to have a high number of landowners with
an extraordinary conservation ethic. Together, those landowners are improving
our waters through their actions. Since 2006, over 800 conservation practices
have been voluntarily installed by landowners in the Sand Creek Watershed. Sand
Creek flows through the middle of Scott County, starting at the south end near New
Prague and eventually flowing into the Minnesota River just north of Jordan, covering nearly half of the County. Some of the conservation practices employed here
have been native prairie plantings, lakeshore stabilizations, wetland restorations,
buffer strips, and grade control structures, just to name a few. They improve water
quality by reducing sediment and runoff into Sand Creek, which recent studies are
showing a decline in both.
There are certainly other factors that play a role in those trends, such as development that involves stormwater management or an increase in perennial vegetation
across a watershed. However, it does not take away from all the work that is being
done from our conservation-minded landowners.
To learn more about all the efforts going on in the Sand Creek Watershed, check
out our interactive Story Map at https://gis.co.scott.mn.us/sandcreek/. Also, if you
would like to learn more about potential opportunities for conservation practices
on your property, please contact our Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) at (952) 492-5425 or at info@scottswcd.org.

Prevent salt pollution
Winter is a fact of life in Minnesota.
After the snow falls onto our driveways
and sidewalks, we remove it with a
snow blower and shovel, and put on salt
to do the final melting. (Snow, remove,
salt, repeat… we all know the drill.)
Once the salt has dissolved and cleared
our icy pavement, we usually don’t
think much about the salt again—until
and unless we notice some dead grass
in the spring.
But there’s a much larger, perhaps
less noticeable, issue with salt causing
a big problem: The chloride from salt is
polluting our lakes, rivers, and wetlands.
Salt’s two main chemical components are sodium and chloride. Increased chloride levels are a problem for
a variety of reasons: First, the chloride
affects aquatic habitat. High levels of
chloride are toxic to the aquatic life, and
the salty water disrupts freshwater ecosystems. Second, unlike pollutants such
as phosphorus and nitrogen, chloride
cannot be filtered out. The chloride dissolves into the water where it becomes
a permanent pollutant. There is no feasible way to remove salt from lakes and
rivers, so every winter, when salt melts
downstream, the chloride concentration
in our waterbodies increases.
With so much salt being spread
across Minnesota, it may feel like the
amount of salt that one person uses on
their driveway could not have much of
an impact, but it does. Just one teaspoon
of salt is enough to pollute five gallons
of water -- so if you reduce your use by
one cup, that saves nearly 250 gallons
of water from being polluted. It all adds
up, and you can be part of the solution.
What else can you do?
* Shovel before sprinkling! Shoveling is the best way to prevent salt pollution, as it clears sidewalks and driveways without having to use any salt.
Shovel right after a snow event for the
best results.
* Sprinkle, don’t pour. Large salt
granules melt a few inches of ice, so

This may look like snow, but it is
excessive salt. Don’t overuse salt!

sidewalk salt should be scattered about
three inches apart. Additional salt just
adds unnecessary pollution.
* Sweep up extra salt. If there are
still salt granules on your sidewalk and
driveway once the ice has melted and
the sidewalk is dry, sweep up the salt!
You can use it after the next storm, plus
it won’t get washed into our waters.
* Put down salt only when temperatures are warm enough for it to
work. Pure rock salt (sodium chloride) can melt ice only if the pavement
is above 15 degrees Fahrenheit. If the
pavement surface is colder than that, no
melting will occur and the salt will just
get blown away. You can use de-icers
that work at colder temperatures.
* Wear appropriate winter footwear. Don’t expect every sidewalk to
be as clear and dry as it is in the summer.
Put on those boots and be tolerant of
safe amounts of snow on the sidewalk.
* Drive with care! Leave yourself
extra time to get to your destination in
the winter, don’t drive when you don’t
have to, and consider putting snow tires
on your vehicle for the winter for better
traction.
We all want to be safe this winter,
but let’s also consider our water and use
only as much salt as we need and not a
granule more.

Using entertaining skits, CLIMB Theatre teaches Scott County students about
preventing and managing waste.

CLIMB Theatre teaches
about managing waste
For many years, Scott County has
been a State leader in recycling. We
have many businesses and residents that
do an excellent job of recycling and using resources wisely. One way we differ
from other counties is our emphasis on
educating our youth.
For over twenty years, we’ve been
providing environmental education to
the students of Scott County by contracting with a company named CLIMB
Theatre, a not-for-profit teaching company located in Inver Grove Heights.
The program is paid for by grant funds
from the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency. CLIMB does an outstanding
job of presenting information to students in a format that is fun, exciting,
interactive, and educational, using inclassroom sessions, plays, and outdoor
education. Our environmental programs focus on teaching students proper
solid waste management, the three Rs
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), organic recycling, and proper management of household hazardous waste.
The recycling industry changes and
evolves just like other industries. Since
some of our recycling goes overseas, the
global market affects us here at home.
Companies want cleaner recycling
streams, meaning we have to change
what wastes we put in our recycling
bins. So this year we’re going back to
the basics and talking about what goes
into our recycling bins versus what is
garbage.
Beginning in October, students see
an approximately 40-minute performance. Below is a brief description of
each performance:
Flora and Fauna’s Stream
(kindergarten through second grade)
– Flora and Fauna are stewards of The
Stream. They make sure all the plastic,
glass and metals are recycled. When
the Stream overflows, Flora and Fauna

travel to the source of the Stream to
find out where all the waste is coming
from.
Project Earth (third through sixth
grade) -- Ava receives an assignment
from her teacher to build a model town.
Ava and her little brother discover the
tiny town has a big problem: A huge
mountain of garbage! Ava and Ethan
are magically transported to the town
where they teach the town how to
reduce, reuse, recycle, and compost.
The Wastemanager (sixth grade)
-- CLIMB’s engaging class challenges
students to consider what wastes are
filling up our landfills and why we
recycle our waste. It asks students to
look at sustainable practices and how
they can implement these changes in
our communities.
The Adventures of Can Man (ﬁfth
and sixth grade Outdoor Education)
– Can Man helps Rhoda, a park recruit
from the big city, learn how to help
the environment by recycling. Can
Man teaches Rhoda about the Three
Rs and, with the help of a very cool
worm, teaches Rhoda about organics
recycling.
The purpose of the programs are to
educate and motivate students to become better environmental stewards and
to pass this information on to their siblings, friends, and neighbors. Respecting and maintaining our environment
leads to a healthier and more sustainable community. For more information
on CLIMB Theatre, visit their website
at http://www.climb.org/. Please call
the Scott County Environmental Services Department at (952) 496-8177 for
more information on our educational
program.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov

Radon can cause lung
cancer; test homes, offices
You can’t see, smell, or taste radon
gas. However, it could be present in
dangerous levels within your home or
office without you even knowing. Radon has been found to be the leading
cause of lung cancer deaths among nonsmokers in America, claiming the lives
of an estimated 20,000 Americans each
year.
Radon is present in many homes
throughout the United States. It causes
no immediate health symptoms, so you
will not know if you have been exposed.
However, long-term exposure can be
deadly. Roughly 40 percent of the
homes in Scott County have been found
to have elevated levels of radon.
Testing your home is critical, because testing is the only way to know if a
building has significant levels of radon.

Fortunately, low-cost radon test kits
can be found at many local hardware or
home repair stores. Most buildings with
high levels can be fixed with simple and
affordable venting techniques.
For more information, visit the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)
web site at www.health.state.mn.us and
search for “Radon in Homes” or the U.
S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
radon web site at www.epa.gov/radon.
The American Lung Association
helpline is also an excellent source of
clear and accurate information on radon and other lung health issues. Free
counseling with registered nurses, respiratory therapists, and quit-smoking
specialists is available by calling (800)
LUNG-USA (or 1-800-586-4872).

Increasing recycling efforts

Fremont Industries reduces waste
Fremont Industries in Shakopee was
already recycling when it met with MN
Waste Wise in spring 2018, but after a
thorough inventory of its facility, the
manufacturer identified a few areas in
need of color-coded recycling receptacles and labels. Shortly thereafter, Steve
Habeck, Fremont’s Director of Manufacturing, worked with Waste Wise to
apply for a Scott County Business Recycling Grant to add bins and dollies to
the warehouse and break room areas.
Once the grant was approved and
the new bins and labels were in place,
Fremont hosted two trainings to educate
employees about what can and cannot
be recycled. Since then, Fremont has
seen a 7.5 percent increase in the number of recycling hauls. This represents
an annual increase of 2,184 pounds of
recycled material over the previous year.
“As an ISO 14001 certified facility,
we were motivated to participate in the
grant program to reduce unnecessary

With employee training and new
bins, Fremont Industries increased
recycling by 2,184 pounds annually.

waste within our manufacturing facility and minimize our environmental
impact.
“The increase in recycling hauls by
7.5 percent last year is a direct result of
participating in the grant program and
ensuring that our waste is ending up in
the appropriate disposal stream,” said
Habeck.

Pablo’s reduces food waste
Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant is a
family-owned establishment that has
been part of the Shakopee business
community for three decades. Looking
to improve sustainability at the restaurant, owner Ron Schwaesdall worked
with MN Waste Wise to apply for a
Scott County Business Recycling Grant
to help the restaurant start an organics
program.
As with most restaurants, food trimmings make up a significant portion of
Pablo’s waste stream. Using funding
from the grant, Pablo’s received colorcoded bins and purchased certified compostable bags that allowed its employees
to collect food waste -- material that is
now being turned into valuable compost
instead of ending up in a landfill. Pablo’s started the new program in January

Minnesota Waste Wise
partners
with Scott County to encourage
businesses, schools, and non-profits
to reduce their waste stream.

2019, and anticipates the program will
save 26,000 pounds of food waste from
ending up in its waste stream.
“It feels good to know that we are
reducing the amount of waste that we
send to the landfill. The grant has made
it easy for us, providing us with the receptacles we need along with posters
that help our employees get everything
in the right place,” Schwaesdall noted.

Compactor helps Silgan recycle

Silgan Containers is a metal food
packaging manufacturer that produces
vegetable, fruit, soup, and other food
cans found in grocery stores across the
United States. Its Minnesota operations
are based in Savage. While already recycling much of its residual metal scrap,
Silgan connected with Waste Wise in
early 2019 with the goal of optimizing
its recycling program further.
With Waste Wise’s assistance, Silgan applied for a Scott County Business
Recycling Grant to purchase a hydraulic compactor to crush 55 gallon drums
used to hold coatings necessary for final

products. Before purchasing the compactor, drums were being hauled away
whole at the cost of $5 per drum, representing a noticeable operating cost. After installing the compactor, the crushed
drums can be now recycled with the rest
of their metal scrap, saving space and
money.
In all, Silgan estimates that the compactor will save them $5,700 annually.
In addition, Waste Wise assisted the local manufacturer in finding an outlet for
leftover plastic banding, helping Silgan
recycle 8,333 pounds of specialty plastic each year.
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By Noreen Kleinfehn-Wald
Public Health Nursing Supervisor

Minnesota sees outbreak of Hepatatis A

Outbreaks of Hepatitis A have been occurring in states across the country since
2016, and they don’t appear to be slowing down. A Hepatitus A outbreak began in
Minnesota in May 2019. There have been two cases in Scott County recently.
Minnesota’s outbreak-associated cases have risk factors consistent with the national outbreaks. People at high risk in the current outbreaks include:
• People who use injection/non-injection drugs
• People experiencing homelessness or unstable housing
• People who are currently or were recently incarcerated
• Men who have sex with men
• People in direct contact with someone who has Hepatitis A
• Travelers
The best way to prevent Hepatitis A infection is through vaccination. Uninsured
children and adults may receive a Hepatitis
A vaccine at Scott County Public Health.
The vaccine is a two-injection series, with
the second dose six to 12 months following the first. Vaccination can begin as early
as 12 months of age. Call (952) 496-8555
for an appointment at a Monday afternoon Getting vaccinated is the best way
clinic, or come to the Walk-In Clinic on to prevent Hepatitis A.
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from
8:30 – 10:30 a.m. The clinics are located at the CareerForce Center at Suite B231,
792 Canterbury Rd S., Shakopee, 55379.
Disease reporting is a legal requirement of health care providers for specific
diseases that bring risk to the public. Hepatitis A is one of those diseases. Public
Health is responsible to identify the source of the disease (if possible), test those
who have been exposed, and put control measures in place. The control measures
vary with the disease.
For Hepatitis A, the control measures focus on breaking the fecal-oral route of
transmission in the setting where the case lives or works. Handwashing is thought
of first, as well as sanitizing of diapering or toileting areas. Food-handlers ill with
Hepatitis A can be a common source of the disease, and are placed on sick leave
until they are well enough to work, and not infectious.
Vaccination is recommended for those at high risk. International travelers and
those with chronic liver disease are also recommended to receive the vaccine. See
your primary care physician or local public health if you are looking for vaccination
information.

Polling sites

vote at the Scott County Public Works
building, located at 600 Country Trail E.
(Highway 282), Jordan.
Anyone who wants to vote must register prior to requesting an absentee ballot or a ballot at the polls. If you need to
register – or you want to check on your
current registration status – visit the
Minnesota Secretary of State’s website
at www.sos.state.mn.us. Eligible voters
can also register when they vote in person with an absentee ballot or on March
3 at their regular polling site.
Residents can also apply for absentee ballots online at www.sos.state.
mn.us and submit their ballots through
the mail. Everyone voting on March 3
will vote at their usual city precinct or
township polling location. The same
process will be followed for the Aug. 11
general primary and the Nov. 3 general
election in 2020.

What’s new in the March 3 presidential primary? For the presidential
nomination primary, the chair of each
major party – Republican, Democratic
Farmer Labor (DFL), Grassroots – Legalize Cannabis, and Legalize Marijuana Now – must submit a list of candidates 63 days before the primary. Once
the list is submitted, no changes can or
will be made, even if a candidate has
dropped out of the race. The Minnesota
presidential primary results must bind
the election of delegates in each party as
they move forward to their national conventions, where a presidential nominee
is ultimately selected.
In addition, voters will have to declare their party preference in order to
get the appropriate ballot because each
party will have its own ballot. Voters’

Continued from Page 1

If you aren’t already
registered to vote, you must
do so before you can cast a
ballot. To learn more,
visit https://www.sos.state.
mn.us/elections-voting/
register-to-vote/
or call the Scott County
Election Department at
(952) 496-8560
party preference will be stored on the
voter’s record in the state voter registration system, but it will not be made public. However, the chairs of Minnesota’s
four major parties in the 2020 election
can receive information on voters who
choose their party’s ballot.
This is a change from the normal
state primary held in August. In that primary, the names of all candidates who
are in a contested party race appear on
one ballot so no party declaration is required, but if voters cross over and vote
for candidates in different party races,
their votes are not counted. There is no
limit on party crossover voting in a general election.
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New 4-H youth coordinator hired

University of Minnesota Extension, Scott County
is excited to welcome Astrid Martinez as the new
Youth Community Engagement Coordinator with
Scott County 4-H. In this new part-time position,
Astrid will be doing outreach to new youth and
adults to introduce them to 4-H and start new clubs.
A particular focus will be placed on reaching people
that Scott County 4-H has not traditionally engaged.
4-H is a youth development organization, open to all
youth grades kindergarten through one year past high
school, that works to help youth learn and lead by
engaging them in experiential learning and building
relationships between youth and adult volunteers.
Astrid attended Jordan High School and Normandale Community College, and she currently works
as an Early Childhood Spanish Liaison in the BurnsAstrid Martinez
ville-Eagan-Savage district. She is passionate about
providing positive opportunities for youth and families, and she loves to make
hands-on learning fun. She has volunteer experience with Esperanza and La Luz
del Mundo, and she is a member of the YMCA board.
Astrid joined Sarah Odendahl, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development,
Scott County to strengthen 4-H across the County in early November. For more
information about 4-H in Scott County, visit the website at z.umn.edu/scottco. Astrid and Sarah will be happy to help youth find a club or experience that meets their
needs or find adult volunteer opportunities that fit your needs.
Astrid can be reached at (952) 492-5386 or sand0179@umn.edu. Sarah can be
reached at (952) 492-5384 or sodendah@umn.edu.

Join 4-H

4-H Clubs are located throughout Scott
County. For information about how to join a
club, call the Scott County Extension Office
at (952) 492-5410. All youth in kindergarten
through one year after high school are
invited to join.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Annie’s Project
prepares women to
manage farms, ranches
Farm and ranch women are generating a cultural tide in American agriculture that is moving management, assets,
and opportunities to a new wave of
farmers across the country. At Annie’s
Project courses, farm women become
empowered to be better business partners or sole operators through networks
and by managing and organizing critical
information.
Annie’s Project is a six-week course
that is a discussion-based workshop
bringing women together to learn from
experts in production, financial management, human resources, marketing,
and the legal field. There’s plenty of
time for questions, sharing, reacting,
and connecting with presenters and fellow participants. It’s a relaxed, fun, and
dynamic way to learn, grow, and meet
other farm/ranch women.
Whether new or experienced, understanding the five areas of agricultural
risk, knowing how to analyze agricultural spreadsheets, and other necessary
skills are vital. Learning them in a
friendly environment (where questions
and discussion are welcomed) allows
the learning process to flourish.
“We are thrilled to be able to offer
this opportunity here in Scott County,”
said Colleen Carlson, Extension Educator. “There are many Annie’s Project
alumnae in the region who have benefitted from the course.” The Annie’s
Project sessions will be held at the Scott
County Extension Office in Jordan. The
six-week course will begin March 3 and
go through April 7, 2020. A light supper will be served before each class at

5:30 p.m. The cost for the course is $50
per person, which includes a workbook
and support materials for all sessions.
Course size is limited, so please register
soon.
Linda, an Annie’s Project alumna,
said, “I took the class to gain a better understanding about agribusiness and how
financial decisions impact our farm operation. I have a better understanding of
balance sheets and the futures market…
this class has improved communication
with my spouse on concerns he works
with on a daily basis.”
For more information, contact Colleen Carlson, Scott County Extension Educator, at (952) 492-538 or
traxl042@umn.edu. Online registration
is available at https://extension.umn.
edu/event/annies-project-jordan. More
information can be found on the Annie’s
Project website at www.AnniesProject.
org or on the University of Minnesota
Extension website for Women In Ag
Network at www.extension.umn.edu/
business/women-ag-network.

Do you overindulge your children?

Online Extension courses help parents set limits
Do you, as parents, have your children involved
with understanding how financial decisions are made?
What you can or cannot afford? No parent wants their
children to feel stress about family finances. Yet as
we enter the holiday season, this will become a bigger
challenge as some advertising targets children.
University of Minnesota Extension family educator
Ellie McCann says the holidays exacerbate parenting
pressures that exist all year. The onslaught of advertising is piled on top of ever-present social media and
peer influences. Knowingly or not, kids can exert pressure on their parents. Adults, too, feel the influences in
their own spheres.
“Parents and others actively involved in upbringing
want their kids to be happy. What we have to consider
is how our choices build upon values and priorities,”
McCann says.
The Test of Four tool helps parents and children
learn about what is enough. It guides adults and children towards personal responsibility and self-control.
It also encourages clear thinking and good decision
making.
The Test of Four consists of asking questions in four
key categories about a potential overindulgence situation. Use the test for one problem at a time. A “yes”
response to questions in any of the four categories is a
signal that overindulgence exists or might occur.
Developmental tasks?
Will doing or giving this keep my child from learning what he or she needs to learn at this age? In other
words, might this prevent my child from meeting a developmental goal — from completing a developmental
“task”? Or might it harm the child in some other way?
Family resources?
Will doing or giving this use a disproportionate
amount of family resources, including money, space,
time, energy or attention, to meet the wants (not the
needs) of one or more of our children?
Whose needs?
Will doing or giving this benefit you, the parents,
more than your child?
Will doing or giving this insist that your child focus

ing on the amount of time on media screens, what to
do on the weekend, or whether to play house league
sports versus traveling sports. The Test of Four is not
only a tool for parents — it’s a tool to help children
learn to make responsible, well thought-out decisions.
The beauty of the Test of Four is that it helps families decide what is best for them. What looks like overindulgence in one family may not be overindulgence
in another. “Wanting kids to be happy doesn’t have to
be about ‘the stuff.’ Holidays are a great time to build
new habits as a family. Spend time together – build
upon old traditions and create new memories, not new
debt,” McCann says.

For the holidays and beyond, dealing with
overindulgence can help families create peace and
live with expectations that help children flourish.

on activities you like but are counter to the child’s interests and abilities?
Possible harm?
Will doing or giving this deplete or otherwise harm
others, the community, or the environment in some
way?
Examples of when to use the Test of Four:
• Should my child get a treat or toy every time
we go shopping?
• Is my child doing his or her share of
household tasks?
• If I want my child to succeed, should I do my
child’s homework?
• Should I buy new shoes for my child or a
coat I need for myself?
There are times where parents need to be in charge
and make decisions for children, whatever their age.
Decisions should be based on the problem, as well as
the age and needs of the child. The Test of Four helps
guide parents in decision making. Questions in the
four categories help parents set rules that are healthy
for the whole family.
Invite children age six and over into family decision making using the Test of Four, whether it’s decid-

For the holidays and beyond, strategies for dealing with overindulgence and children can help families create peace and live within expectations that help
children flourish. Two Extension online courses are
designed to help families:
Parenting in the Age of Overindulgence examines
what’s “too much,” not only giving too many
material items but overscheduling and doing for
children what they need to learn to do themselves.
The course also examines how to set the right
amount of structure and rules around children’s lives.
Parenting with a Good Heart delves into the
pressures to overindulge children, recognizing them,
and developing strategies to avoid them. Parents
and other caregivers want the best for their children;
this course details how it can be achieved without
overindulgence.
To enroll in these classes and see what else is being
offered by University of Minnesota Extension, go to
https://extension.umn.edu/courses-and-events.
Sources: Jean Illsley Clarke, Connie Dawson, and
David J. Bredehoft 2014; reviewed by Ellie M.
McCann, Extension Educator in Family Resiliency

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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2019 FAST-TRACK Challenge winners named
Hobby Farmer Canning Company
was named the 2019 FAST-TRACK
Challenge first place winner. The company is in the process of taking their
new Switchel Fizz, a non-alcoholic
beverage, to the next level. Jeff Cerise,
Tod Novinska, and Chuck Hermes – all
partners in the firm -- plan to team up
with Badger Hill Brewing Company in
Shakopee to bring their refreshing brew
of apple cider vinegar, ginger, and honey, spiced with various flavors, to the
retail market. The company received
$12,350 in start-up funds and professional services as part of their prize
package.
Second place was presented to Kendra Rasmusson of Farmhouse Market.
Kendra and her husband Paul are building on the grocery model they have
developed in New Prague to provide
natural and organic foods to rural communities and food deserts. The entrepreneurs work with local farmers and food
producers and use a technology-based
approach to provide 24/7 access for

The 2019 FAST-TRACK Challenge finalists pictured are Jeff Cerise and Tod
Novinska with Hobby Farmer Canning Company (first place); Travis Fremming
of Incident Management Systems; Patrick Rients of Unlocked Golf (third
place); Kendra Rasmusson of Farmhouse Market (second place); and Travis
Cantrell of Prowess, LLC. Not pictured are: Chuck Hermes of Hobby Farmer;
Lee Olsen of Incident Management Systems; Paul Rasmusson of Farmhouse
Market; and Brad Schiller of Prowess, LLC.

members. Farmhouse Market received
$6,130 in start-up funding and professional services.
Third place honors went to Unlocked

FAST-TRACK Challenge judges were Angela Heikes (SMSC), Patrick McIntyre
(Best Buy), Kristin Haugen (KC Haugen Law, LLC) Neela Mollgaard (Launch
Minnesota), and Charles Shannon (Merrill Corp.)

Golf based in Shakopee. Patrick Rients,
owner/inventor, has developed a prototype of a golf swing speed trainer, designed with workout routines to increase
a golfer’s swing speed; a provisional
utility patent has been filed for the product. Unlocked Golf received $1,425 in
start-up funds and professional services.
The three winners were among five
finalists who were selected from applications submitted in August. Over
the past month, the finalists have met
with representatives from Technology
Village’s Board of Directors, Open to
Business, and First Stop Shop to practice their pitches and fine-tune their
business plans. Finalists also included
Incident Management Systems (Jordan)
and Prowess, LLC (Savage). All five finalists impressed the judges with their
business plans and market potential.
The panel of judges included Angela
Heikes, President and CEO of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

(SMSC) Gaming Enterprise; Charles
Shannon, VP of Corporate Development at Merrill Corporation; Kristin
Haugen, Principal & Managing Attorney at KC Haugen Law, LLC.; Patrick
McIntyre, VP of Strategy at Best Buy;
and Neela Mollgaard, Executive Director at Launch Minnesota.
Sponsors of the 2019 FAST-TRACK
included the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community, Scott County Community Development Agency & First
Stop Shop, Minnesota Valley Electric
Coop’s Operation Round-Up, Old National Bank, and New Prague Chamber
of Commerce. Professional Service
Providers included Argos Risk, KC Haugen Law, LLC., Neon Lizard Creative
Graphic Design, Albert N. Aryee, CPA,
Technology Village Prior Lake, Open
to Business, the New Prague Chamber
of Commerce, Prior Lake Chamber of
Commerce, Savage Chamber of Commerce, and Shakopee Chamber and Visitors Bureau. Approximately $20,000
in start-up cash and professional services were awarded to the three winners.
This was the third annual Scott
County FAST-TRACK Challenge. The
inaugural event, held in October 2017,
received the Economic Development
Association of Minnesota’s Program
of the Year in January 2018. The 2019
FAST-TRACK Challenge event was recorded, and segments can be viewed on
the FAST-TRACK Challenge website at
www.scottcountyfasttrack.com.
The Scott County FAST-TRACK
Challenge is a free, annual business
competition designed to fast-track startup and first-stage businesses to success.
For more information, to sign up as a
sponsor or service provider for 2020, or
register for the October 22, 2020 event,
please visit www.scottcountyfasttrack.
com.

4-H Shooting Sports & Wildlife
program begins Jan. 9 in Jordan

Join Scott County 4-H for the Shooting Sports and
Wildlife Kick-Off on Jan. 9 at the SCALE Regional
Training Facility in Jordan! Shooting Sports and Wildlife is one of the largest projects areas Scott County
4-H offers, with more than 80 youth registered last
year. The youth of the “SS&W” programs work closely with trained adults to build lifelong skills, foster
relationships, and learn about the importance of Minnesota’s natural resources.
Shooting Sports and Wildlife participants follow
an age-appropriate curriculum developed by the University of Minnesota Extension Program, taught by
certified 4-H instructors. Through a focus on safety,
sportsmanship, and fostering positive relationships,
the program supports youth development of decision
making, teamwork, self-discipline, building self-confidence, and problem solving skills. Participants begin by learning about wildlife and outdoor projects,
then add safety and marksmanship in BB, archery, air
rifle and pistol, .22 rifle and pistol, muzzleloading,

and shotgun disciplines. Within these disciplines, 4-H
members are able to test their shooting, hunting, and
sportsmanship skills in county, regional, and national
competitions.
The Scott County Shooting Sports program is open
to all youth in third grade through one year post-high
school and meets at the SCALE Regional Training Facility in Jordan on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. If you are
interested in the Shooting Sports and Wildlife program
or would like more information, please plan to attend
the Kick-Off meeting on Jan. 9, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. (If
inclement weather forces a cancellation on Jan. 9, it
will then be held on Jan. 16, 2020.) Both youth and
their parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting, which will review rules, forms, winter schedules, and recommended equipment lists. For
more information call Sarah, Extension Educator, 4-H
Youth Development, at (952) 492-5384 or sodendah@
umn.edu.

Shooting Sports & Wildlife members learn about
starting campfires with flint and steel from
screened Scott County 4-H volunteers.

Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate?

Workshop on transfer of non-titled property offered Jan. 13
When Samantha was a young child, her mom would
occasionally drop her off at her great aunt’s house on
the way to get groceries. There, Samantha would be
treated like a princess with tea parties on beautiful
green daisy dishes. When her great aunt passed away,
Samantha’s mom inherited the green daisy dishes, using them for holiday meals and other special occasions.
While washing and putting them away for the next big
meal, Samantha – now an adult -- asked, “who gets
these dishes?” Her mom responded: “I think I’ll split
them into four so each of the kids gets a few.”
“I was furious. There are no other words to describe
my physical and emotional reaction to hearing the
news that these very important dishes were not going
to be mine. Yes, I understand at that moment I was be-

ing selfish and maybe a little over-dramatic,” Samantha said. “The good news is I work in Extension, and
had taught Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate?
multiple times. So after calming myself down, I visited with my mom about those dishes and my memories of them.” Her parents had also taken the Farm and
Ranch Transition class that NDSU Extension offered
and includes a section on non-titled property. “With

this background, a good conversation was started
about what was next for my parents, my siblings, and
-- of course -- those green daisy dishes.”
Often families forget that non-titled property holds
different memories for each individual and Who Gets
Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate? is a great tool to help
families start conversations around inheritance and
what to do next that can lead to the “bigger” items
such as family goals, what to do with non-titled and
titled property, and “fair” versus “equal.”
Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate? will be offered on Monday, Jan. 13 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the
SCALE Regional Training Range in Jordan. There is
no cost to attend, however, please register by calling
the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5379.
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Find Yourself Outside This Winter
Thwack! You just got hit by a snowball. You let out a yelp and shiver as the splattered snow
drips into your coat and down your back. Your face feels cold, but the rest of you is comfortable
– maybe even warm. You laugh and plunge your mittens into the deep snow. As you build a
snowball to launch at your opponent, you duck as another one zooms just over your head. That
was close! Then you aim and wind up.
Remember how fun it is to play in the snow? To have a fluffy white cushion to land on when
you fall? To warm up after with a mug of hot chocolate?
This winter, let’s focus on those feelings and forget what the thermometer says! Fortunately,
Minnesota offers countless opportunities to play outside in the winter:
• Spend an afternoon flying down a sledding hill!
• Grab a bucket, cut a hole and drop a line in your favorite lake.
• Build a cheerful snow friend in your front yard.
• See if you can spot winter birds like cardinals, chickadees, and juncos.
• Go for a hike under the moonlight and watch as the snow glistens.
If you’re feeling adventurous, try something new! In Three Rivers, snowshoeing, skiing (downhill
and cross-country) and even skijoring are all options.

FREE PLAY SNOW DAY
Stop by your favorite park on February 29
for free recreation passes and equipment
rentals, bonfires, s’mores and more, as well
as discounted rates for downhill skiing,
snowboarding and tubing.
ThreeRiversParks.org/FreePlaySnowDay

Winter can feel like a long haul in Minnesota, but this year, let’s pass on hibernation in favor of
exploration.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park offers ice fishing, a
1-mile paved trail to the lake, 2.7 miles of turf trails for hiking and snowshoeing, picnic areas,
canoe launch and beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
A popular year-round recreation spot, this beautiful park offers something for everyone.
Amenities include lighted cross-country ski trails, a 28-acre dog off-leash area, 3.8 miles of
paved trail around Cleary Lake, 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, beach, and more.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: November 1–March 31: Mon-Fri: 10 AM–4 PM, Sat-Sun: Closed
Nestled on the Minnesota River, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park interprets
how people have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and the surrounding cultural
and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives on the
frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the preterritorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive media
or while costumed interpreters bring the past alive at living history days and events.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in
the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails and
3-acre dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it a great location for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird
Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Scott County’s newest regional park includes over 4 miles of paved trails and a 10-acre dog
off-leash area. Rolling hills, woods and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers
and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated
into 24 languages. Select the language at
the bottom of each page.
Translation by phone at:
763.559.6700
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register online
VISIT THREERIVERSPARKS.ORG/PROGRAMS
• To create a new account: Click "Need an
account?" and complete the requested information.
• If your account already exists and you don’t know
the password: Click "Forgot your password?" to
receive an email to update your password.
Note: Be sure to include birthdays for everyone you
are registering.
CALL 763.559.6700 FOR ASSISTANCE
MON–FRI: 8 AM–4:30 PM
SAT: 9 AM–2 PM (Dec. 2019), 9 AM–1 PM (starting Jan. 2020)
SUN: Closed (Dec. 2019), 9 AM–1 PM (starting Jan. 2020)
REFUNDS AND CANCELLATIONS

Check your receipt for applicable refund policies. Programs will take
place rain or shine. If a program is canceled by park staff, you will be
notified and refunded accordingly.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE

PRIOR LAKE

SAVAGE

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE
WITH S’MORES
Explore winter signs and sounds under
the light of the full moon. Enjoy a fire and
s’mores after. Equipment provided. We will
hike if no snow. Reservations required by two
days prior. $5. Ages: 6+. #1SCT0221
December 13 — Friday
6–8 PM

KICKSLED ADVENTURE
Explore the ice on a kicksled and look for
signs of animals. If ice conditions are poor,
we will hike instead and enjoy a campfire
with s’mores. Reservations required. $8.
Ages: 3+. #1SCT6165
January 25 — Saturday
1–2:30 PM

º GEOCACHING TO BUILD

A SNOWPERSON
Learn how to use Global Positioning
System (GPS) units and go on a hunt to find
everything you need to build the perfect
snowperson. If natural snow is lacking, a craft
will be substituted. Reservations required. $6.
Ages: All. #1SCT5550
February 1 — Saturday
1–3 PM

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING

WITH HOT COCOA
Explore snow banks, search for animal tracks
and warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. We will hike if no snow.
Reservations required by two days prior. $6.
Ages: 4+. #1SCT6155
February 8 — Saturday
4–5:30 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
scenic, guided hike. Equipment provided.
We will hike if no snow. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 8+. #1SCT6150
January 26 — Sunday
1–2:30 PM

Applications are considered on the basis of financial need and funds
available. Call for details.
º GROUP

PROGRAM DISCOUNTS

Groups of four or more individuals can receive a 20% discount on any
program with an asterisk (*) in the title. To receive the discount:

• Entire group must pay related fees at the same time.
• If reservations are not required, ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.

THE LANDING
MINNESOTA RIVER
HERITAGE PARK
SHAKOPEE
WINTER BIRDING
Get a closer look at the birds who winter
along the Minnesota River valley. Bring
binoculars. Enter through the main entrance.
Free. Ages: All. #1LAN1500
January 11 — Saturday
10–11:30 AM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
scenic, guided hike. Equipment provided.
We will hike if no snow. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 8+. #1SCT6150
February 15 — Saturday
1–2:30 PM

golf academy
Summer golf lessons are perfect for golfers of all ages and
abilities. Improve your skills and have some fun.
It’s as simple as that. Registration begins Wednesday.
February 26, 2020.

ThreeRiversParks.org/golfacademy

FAT BIKE FUN RACE
Grab your fat bike for a circuit-style race on
a 12-feet-wide packed trail. The 10K race
starts at 10 AM; 5K beginner race starts at
11:30 AM. Prize drawings follow each race.
Limited number of rental bikes available; call
952.447.2453 (Michael’s Cycles Prior Lake) to
reserve. Food concessions available. $15 preregistration; $20 day-of. Ages: All. #1SCT5155
February 15 — Saturday
9 AM–1 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
scenic, guided hike. Equipment provided. We
will hike if no snow. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: 8+. #1SCT6150
February 23 — Sunday
3–4:30 PM

summer camps
Fun-filled adventure! Kids can explore nature, be a woodland
fairy, go fishing, play golf, work on the farm and even travel
back in time. Three Rivers offers affordable, conveniently
located summer camps for children ages 4–15. Registration
begins Wednesday, January 22, 2020.

ThreeRiversParks.org/summercamps
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make
the Scott County Association for Leadership and
Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to
you and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE
“news you can use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and programs,
and other things you might want to know – such
as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After
all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To
forge new and innovative ways in which government
entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service
while making the most of limited resources.” So
watch this page for current and future information
from us and our many SCALE partners!

Shakopee Council adopts
2040 Comprehensive Plan

In November, the Shakopee City Council adopted
its long-range visioning plan, Envision Shakopee,
which will set the course for the organization over the
next 20 years. The Metropolitan Council approved the
plan in October.
Envision Shakopee was a concerted effort among
the city, consultants, and community to create a clear
vision and blueprint for city planning. The planning
process included significant community engagement
to ensure the final plan represented the community’s
aspirations. The document itself also demonstrates a
significant shift in tone, structure and visual appeal
from the organization’s previous plans.
The full 2040 Comprehensive Plan is available on
the at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/envisionshakopee

Recycle holiday lights through
Feb. 1 at Savage City Hall

Give old lights new life! Bring your old, tangled,
and broken holiday lights to Savage City Hall, 6000
McColl Drive. Strands will be dismantled by individuals with disabilities at vocational centers in Minnesota, and recycled locally. Plastic rope lights are not
accepted.

Weather permitting, outdoor skating rinks at Canterbury Park, O’Connell Park, Trost Park, Warren Butler
Park, and Woodhill Park will be open and maintained
through February 18, 2020. Lights will be on timers
from 5 - 9 p.m. and warming houses will be closed
during the weekdays. Visit https://bit.ly/2FIIXWZ for
a list of locations and holiday hours. Please contact the
Weather Information Line at (952) 882-2688 before
heading to a skating rink.

Community Conversation on
Race planned for Feb. 12

Due to the overwhelming response from the first
Community Conversation on Race in September, a follow up event is scheduled to continue this important
conversation on Feb. 12 at Harriet Bishop Elementary
School, 14400 O’Connell Road, Savage, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. This is a free community event where all
are welcome to attend and participate -- even if you
were not at the first event. Please bring your friends,
neighbors, co-workers, and family to discuss what’s
next and what we can do to make a difference. Watch
for more information on Facebook @cityofsavage and
cityofsavage.com.

From Shakopee:

City of Shakopee wins Local
Government Innovation Awards

This fall, the City of Shakopee received two awards
for its innovative work in local government. The city
and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
were recognized for their collaborative work on the
Shakopee Cultural Corridor, which will celebrate the
region’s history and Shakopee’s long heritage with the
river. By using things like augmented reality, people
will be able to experience what the area was like when
it was the original Dakota village to when Shakopee
was a major riverport.
The city was also recognized as part of a collaboration with Burnsville, Apple Valley, Farmington, and
Northfield for development of automating the election
judge hiring and training process. The process streamlines recruitment, hiring, and assignment and management of poll workers for primary and general elections.
The awards recognize projects in five different categories – cities, counties, schools, townships, and Native nations.

Enjoy family fun at Playworks
New Year’s Eve Party!

Celebrate the end of 2019 and welcome the New
Year family-style! Join Playworks for their annual
New Year’s Eve Party on Dec. 31 from 3 – 6 p.m. in
the Playworks Atrium. Complete with party hats, confetti, noisemakers, and games, the bash will have everything you and your kiddos need to ring in the New
Year. All are welcome! Standard Atrium rates apply.
Located at 2200 Trail of Dreams in Prior Lake.

Attend the Arts and Crafts Fair
at Hoċokata Ti

Enjoy an Indian taco while perusing Native American arts, crafts, beadwork, and jewelry during the Arts
and Crafts Fair at Hoċokata Ti on Dec. 13 from 10
a.m. – 6 p.m. and Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Whether
it be holiday shopping, or picking up a little something
for yourself, we hope to see you there! Located at 2300
Tiwahe Circle in Shakopee.

From Savage:

Ice rinks open until Feb. 18

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:

Free Christmas Tree Drop-Off
for Scott County Residents

Skate with Santa on Dec. 15 in Shakopee.

Enjoy winter fun with
Shakopee Parks and Recreation

The SMSC Organics Recycling Facility wants to recycle
your tree for free! From Thursday,
Dec. 26 through Friday, Jan. 31,
Scott County residents can bring
their trees, garlands, wreaths, and
spruce tops to the SMSC Organics
Recycling Facility free of charge.
Drop items off Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. -4 p.m. at
1905 Mystic Lake Drive South in Shakopee. Christmas trees must be cleared of tinsel, flocking, decorations, and everything non-compostable. The SMSC
Organics Recycling Facility will be closed on New
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.

From skating to sledding, the Shakopee Parks and
Recreation Department has many ways to celebrate
the season.
Skate with Santa from 2:15 to 3:45 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 15 at the Shakopee Ice Arena, 1225 Fuller St. S.
Admission and skate rental are free! And all winter
long, residents and visitors can lace up their skates at
one of several outdoor ice rinks. Shakopee’s warming
All enterprises owned and operated by your neighhouses open in late December, weather permitting. bor, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. To
Watch for our Pop-Up Skate events all winter. Learn learn more about the SMSC, visit shakopeedakota.org.
more at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/outdoorskating.

Census

From Page 1

graphic factors associated with Census response and
omissions. The households most likely to be missed
are African American, Latino, or American Indian
households; limited-English (or no English) households; households with non-citizens (the Census does
not ask about legal status); renter households; and
households headed by young adults (under 30). The
populations most likely to be missed are all the people
living in such households -- and especially young children (under five). Focusing on these factors, Census
Bureau calculates local “low-response scores” that are
predictions of the share of households that will not
self-respond in April 2020 (first month of “enumeration” – a.k.a., counting). Ultimately, these neighborhoods are at greatest risk of omissions and undercount.
In the Twin Cities metro region, 188 Census tracts
(out of 700-plus total tracts) meet the “low-response
score” threshold of 20 percent or more not responding. There are four census tracts in Scott County that
meet the “low-response score” threshold. The census
tracts are generally:
• City of Savage, far northeast area bordering
Burnsville and Minnesota River
• City of Shakopee, east of Marschall Road
between Minnesota River and Eagle Creek Blvd.
• City of Shakopee, historic downtown
neighborhood area
• Jackson and Louisville Townships
The Scott County CCC has begun identifying key
gathering places and leaders in these neighborhoods to
target personalized outreach.

At the national level, the U.S. Census Bureau recently launched a new version of 2020census.gov. The
new website adds features resources, and materials to
help inform the public about the 2020 Census. The site
includes dozens of new Statistics in Schools materials,
a new website to share facts about the 2020 Census,
information on applying for jobs, and frequently asked
questions (FAQs).
The new Statistics in Schools material was released
throughout the fall, and includes 67 classroom activities, updated classroom maps with Census statistics,
three videos for students in grades K-12, a sing-a-long
song, and a new activity book for children ages two
to five. With these materials, teachers can incorporate
Census Bureau statistics into subjects such as language arts, math, and social studies.
The “Fighting 2020 Census Rumors” page is designed to share the facts about the 2020 Census and
fight misinformation surrounding the decennial Census operations. Users can report false information
to rumors@census.gov or visit the webpage to learn
2020 Census facts.
Highlighted new features:
• Full site translation into Spanish.
• Increased mobile optimization (i.e., easier to use
on a tablet or smart phone device).
• Access to stories about the Census called 2020:
In Focus.
• New information on the count of young children.
• Updated resources and information for Census
partners that is filtered by language.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Foster care support
my dream,” said the Shakopee resident.
And that’s why she is a founder and
president of the Minneapolis Angels
program, which is modeled after Austin Angels. There are currently about 20
chapters nationwide, but only three in
the Midwest, and the newly organized
Minneapolis Angels program is the first
one in Minnesota.
And now Scott County is its first
county-affiliated agency.
“The Scott County staff has been so
thoughtful and informed as we lay the
framework for the first year,” said Rahn.
She also commended the County Board
for encouraging partnerships with nongovernmental agencies. Minneapolis
Angels is registered as a non-profit
501(c)3.
There are two main programs, and
there are multiple ways for Scott County residents and businesses to support
them. The Dare to Dream program focuses on one-on-one mentorship. Volunteers are matched with teen or young
adults in foster care to provide support
and guidance through specific milestones as they journey toward independence. Mentors commit to meeting with
the teens at least twice a month for a year.
The premise of the mentorship program
is that consistent encouragement and
wisdom builds a strong foundation for
future success. Rahn talks about how a
consistent, stable relationship with even
one adult can help children overcome
Adverse Childhood Experiences, often
referred to as ACEs.
The second program is the Love Box
program. Volunteers are matched with a
child or children in foster care, as well
as their foster families. The volunteers
commit to a one-year relationship with
the child(ren) and family, wrapping tangible support and relationship around
them. Nationally, children in foster care
move an average of seven times in two
years, said Rahn, so the goal is to stabilize the homes where the children live.
“These families need support and encouragement too,” she said.
Who can help? Individuals, families, church groups, businesses, social
organizations, athletic teams, and more
can get matched with a foster care family in their area to provide monthly support through gifts of love, time, and
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Prepare for winter power outage

tangible needs. These community supporters provide a “Love Box” valued at
$25-$35 for each family member with
needs, providing items like coats, shoes,
football cleats, oil changes, gift cards,
or movie theater tickets. The designated
Love Box leader meets with the family at least once a month. “We want the
foster families to feel loved and appreciated,” said Rahn. “There’s people who
want to help, but they may not be able to
open their homes to provide care themselves. But this is also an activity that
can make a difference in the lives of the
children and the members of the foster
families.”
Everyone interacting with the foster children and families are screened
through Minneapolis Angels, and if
they are working with the Scott County foster care program, they are also
screened through the County’s volunteer program. Driving records are also
reviewed, and volunteers are trained on
how to safely transport children.
Once approved, volunteers must attend a half-day training program prior to
entering into a relationship with the children and families. Minneapolis Angels
takes the position that anyone serving in
their programs must have foundational
knowledge of the foster care system and
how to respectfully enter into relationship with those who have experienced
difficult situations.
Minneapolis Angels is supported by
a board of six members, but additional
board members are needed. Besides volunteers, they are also accepting donations to hire a case manager, said Rahn.
“My dream would be to serve every
child in foster care in the seven-county
Metropolitan area,” she Rahn.
To learn more, visit the Minneapolis
Angels website at www.minneapolisangels.org. A training session for volunteers is planned for January.

HHW made safer
with your help

The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) facility accepts many wastes, including electronics, tires, appliances, chemicals, paint, and more.
A lot of these items can become even more hazardous if not transported correctly. There can be hazards
generated at the home during collection and packaging, while in transportation, and finally hazards for the
HHW staff.
Batteries mixed with bulbs are one of the most
common types of waste that can create hazards. Mixing these together in the same container for transport
can cause the bulbs to break, possibly releasing mercury vapor and also creating shards of glass. Please
keep all batteries and bulbs in separate containers.
Improper packaging and transporting of cleaning
chemicals, pesticides, and paints can also create a
potentially toxic situation, especially if the items are
placed in plastic bags. During transport, the items in
plastic bags can break and spill and can cause a toxic
reaction, create a strong pesticide odor, or even coat
the inside of your car with paint. The best transport
solution for these items is to use a lined cardboard box
and place all the items upright. Also, make sure the
lids and tops are securely fastened.
It always feels good to be the first one in line at the
HHW on a collection day, but a couple of things can
make it safer while you wait. Please do not line up on
the main road outside the HHW, but instead use the
frontage road; if you are heading to the Reuse room,
waiting until later in the day will help on the initial
rush. Thank you for making the HHW safer!

Last year about this time, I wrote about the possibility of a wintertime power
outage and the need to consider an alternate power source to keep yourself safe.
Little did I know that (another) polar vortex would drive temperatures down to
colder than -20o for multiple nights. The unseasonably cold weather caused a failure of the power distribution system in some areas of Savage. Residents watched
the temperatures in their homes drop as hour by
hour, power remained out. Thankfully, the utility
company restored power to many residents within
two hours. Unfortunately, some residents faced a
much more difficult night waiting much longer for
the heat to come back on.
The decision to stay and bundle up or leave to
go to a hotel or mall with power is not an easy decision. It’s difficult to know when power will come
back on. Those that choose to leave their houses
must deal with additional challenges, like a car that
may not start, dangerous driving conditions, and garage door openers that will not work without power. Those with pets face the possibility that their pet will not be allowed at the place where they seek shelter. And
some residents have mobility restrictions.
The possibility of a crippling snowfall or a deep cold snap is coming again, and
now is the time to reconsider backup options. A standby generator continues to
be an effective option to keep the lights on during a power outage. Many residential standby generators use a natural gas connection. Other options can work off
propane or diesel fuel. The generator is triggered to start when utility power is lost.
A transfer switch allows some or all of the homes electrical circuits to run off the
generator power.
An uninterrupted power system provides an alternative. There are a number
of commercial battery-based backup systems that can help keep power flowing
to critical circuits during a power outage. These systems are a scaled up version
of UPS unit that keeps your home or office computer working during an outage.
Similar to a generator install, a transfer switch will flip designated circuits from
utility power to the UPS during a power failure.
Another option is to purchase a portable generator. Unlike the standby generator, a portable generator can be moved to where it is needed. However, portable
generators have unique risks: Most portable generators run off gasoline or diesel
fuel, which poses a deadly risk of carbon monoxide poisoning when used in areas
without proper ventilation. A transfer switch is still required in the house to switch
the power to the generator during a failure.
All of these options require professional installation. An electrician will obtain the required electrical permit and ensure that the power transfer switch is safely
installed and properly inspected. An improper installation can cause electrocution,
fire, and damage to the electrical system of the house.
Of course, you can always make a plan to go to an area that is not impacted
by the power outage. During the outage last year, most of the metro area still had
power. A number of residents stayed with family in the area, or got a room at a
hotel or motel. Many chose to bundle up and wait for power to restore.
Each of these options has pros and cons; you need to make the best choice for
your situation. But now is the time to plan for a cold weather power outage.
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By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

New court eReminders will
ultimately save taxpayers money

People miss court dates for various reasons -- from forgetting the date,
to conflicts with work and child care, to difficulties navigating the court sys-

tem. To help with this, the Minnesota Judicial Branch is now offering optional text
and email reminders, or “eReminders,” for upcoming court appearances, much the
same way dental clinics call to remind patients about their appointments.
Missing a court date can lead to very serious consequences, including additional
fines, fees, court dates, and even jail time. A warrant for arrest is typically issued
when someone fails to appear for a court
date. Once a warrant is issued, any contact
the person has with law enforcement will result in an arrest on the outstanding warrant,
even if that new contact is unrelated to any
criminal conduct. For example, if a person
is pulled over for a broken headlight, they
could be taken to jail on an outstanding warrant. This can be costly to the person arrested and, ultimately, for local taxpayers.
As soon as people are arrested, the county
has a number of responsibilities, among them
may be to provide medical care, transportation to the jail/courts (sometimes from across
the state), and to house them in jail. (In 2018,
the average daily per-inmate cost to taxpayers to house an inmate in the Scott County
Jail was $148.) Further, additional costs are incurred through general processing
procedures and ensuring timely and accurate coordination between agencies or departments. If we can keep people out of jail with a simple text/email reminder of
their upcoming court date, we should be able to save a significant amount of money
for the County, the defendant, his/her community, as well as the justice system.
A pilot version of the eReminders program in Hennepin County showed 35 percent increase in the rate at which people showed up to court hearings, and a striking
25 percent reduction in the number of people arrested for missing court dates. If
we can replicate this success, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office could see our annual 6,000 warrants drop significantly – which could mean substantial savings for
County residents.
The eReminders service is easy to use. Parties in eligible case types in Minnesota District (Trial) Court can enroll to receive hearing eReminders via text or
email -- which will send date, time, and location reminders of your upcoming court
appearances. In most cases, the system will send a reminder three days before the
hearing and another one day in advance. (While the eReminders provide notification of the date, time, and location of the hearing, they do not replace an official
notice to appear. They simply offer an optional courtesy service.)
Reminding people to come to court is a simple and easy method to improve
hearing attendance, which allows for a more reliable scheduling of court appearances; creates a more user-friendly court system; saves significant justice system
resources; reduces the jail population, the number of bench warrants for failures to
appear, and the financial burden for taxpayers; and allows law enforcement to focus
in other areas where we can have a much greater impact.
Instructions for enrolling and information on eligible case types are online at
the Minnesota Judicial Branch’s web portal at mncourts.gov/Hearing-eReminders.
If you have questions about eReminders, please feel free to contact me anytime using one of the following methods: by email at lhennen@co.scott.mn.us; by
phone at (952) 496-8625; via social media @sheriffhennen; or by mail or in person
at Scott County Sheriff’s Office, 301 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN 55379.
You can also visit our website at www.scottcountymn.gov.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Library News

Winter Reads program lets
you participate from home
Old Man Winter has settled in for the
season, but don’t let the thought of these
cold, dark days get you down. This happens to be one of the best times of the
year to catch up on your reading! Did
you miss something by your favorite
author? A bestseller that everyone you
know has already read and keeps coming up in conversation? Or perhaps
you have a list you’ve been meaning
to get to. Maybe you just need a little
incentive…
Winter Reads, our winter reading
program for adults, runs from January
1 through February 29 (an extra day
thanks to Leap Year!). And it’s easy to
participate – just keep track of the books
you’ve read or listened to, write a quick
(or long) review of each, and be eligible
for weekly prize drawings. If you don’t
want to shovel your car out or crosscountry ski to your local library, you
can participate from the comfort of your
own home – just use our online program
on Beanstack. In fact, if you have a tablet or smartphone, you can just down-

load your book or audio book directly
from the Scott County Library website,
and never need to leave the couch.
In addition, we offer reading suggestions, links to various award-winning
title lists, and programs tied to books
and authors. Feel like discussing books
with other people? Don’t forget to
check out the book clubs at the Savage,
Prior Lake, and Jordan libraries.
For details on the Winter Reads
program, visit the Scott County Library website at www.scottlib.org/
WinterReads.

Remembering Mary Freyberg,
Scott County Law Librarian

award for service
Mary Freyberg, Scott County
from Minnesota’s
Law Librarian, died on Oct. 13,
First Judicial Dis2019. SCENE readers will be familtrict for the bankiar with Mary’s columns about the
ruptcy, divorce,
Law Library, but that only tells part
and foreclosure
of the story.
clinics, as well
Mary was a supportive friend, a
as her outreach to
humble (but extremely passionate!)
Spanish-speakers.
public servant, and a champion for
Perhaps it is
those seeking access to justice. Peobest to let Mary
ple who entered her office in distress
have the last
left holding their heads high. She
Mary Freyberg
word. She appretransformed the lives of customers
and the lives of colleagues alike. ciated the recognition she received for
the big things she did, but she always
Many will miss her greatly.

Mary worked for Scott County
from 1988-1994 and 1998-2019 for a
total of 27 years of service. Mary’s career had many high points: performing
the Heimlich to rescue a four-year-old
who was choking on a piece of gum at
the Shakopee Library; receiving a Meritorious Service award for excellence
in customer service; receiving another
Meritorious Service award for excellence in collaboration; and receiving the
Amicus Curiae (“friend of the court”)

came back to her passion for serving the
person standing across the desk from
her. When asked what she enjoyed most
about her job, Mary said, “I enjoy working one on one with law library customers. Most people come in very anxious. I
feel that if they leave with the resources
they need to proceed with whatever
court-related activity they have that we
have succeeded in giving them what
they need.”

Extension offers workshop
Jan. 27 on financing for college
Do you have a teen that is planning
on or considering going to college next
fall? Whether they are the first in the
family to attend or in a long line of college graduates, you may have questions
about how to fund college and the experiences that go with it.
The Transition to College: Finances
class discusses the financial topics that
college brings up, including financial
aid, insurance, and “fun” money. We
will begin to develop a spending plan
for everyone to get on board with and

prevent confusion of who is paying
(or not paying) for what. We will talk
briefly on the academic challenges college can bring and how to develop good
habits to combat the challenges.
Transition to College: Finances will
be offered on Monday, Jan. 27 from
6:30 - 8 p.m. at the SCALE Regional
Training Facility in Jordan. There is no
cost to attend, but please call the Scott
County Extension office at (952) 4925379 to register.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Wanted:
Volunteer Drivers

SmartLink is seeking additional Volunteer Drivers to help drive individuals without vehicles in our community. Volunteer Drivers are essential to
filling transportation gaps by providing rides to medical appointments, shopping, and other destinations in and around Scott County. The benefits of being a Volunteer Driver are many, and include:
• Knowing that you’re making a difference in the community.
• Flexible scheduling -- you decide when, where, and how often you drive.
• An ability to donate time, rather than money, to help others.
• Mileage reimbursement – you can use your own vehicle.
• A free Defensive Driving course through Scott County, resulting in lower
insurance costs.
If you are looking for a way to give back within your community and
feel being a Volunteer Driver is the right fit for you, please contact transit@
co.scott.mn.us or call (952) 496-8341, option 2.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Scott County remembers the Civil War

Memorial Day 1915 marked the
50th anniversary of the end of the Civil
War in Scott County. The holiday was
always a grand affair, but the fifty-year
anniversary of the conflict was met with
unusual pomp.
The Jordan Independent noted on
June 3, 1915, that “… There have been
at Jordan, during the last forty-odd
years, many Memorial Day observations, but those who remember back for
many years tell us that they do not recall
any that surpassed the 1915 occasion.”
The town brought in a speaker, Charles
Fowler of Minneapolis, who reminded
them that “Memorial Day is taken as a
true manifestation of the patriotic spirit
of our people, as well as a sincere measure of respect to the memory in particular of the brave Union soldiers, present
and departed.” Fowler praised Jordan,
noting: “There were upward of 100 men
enlisted from Jordan... few frontier villages the size of Jordan could point to a
better record.”
After the speech was a parade, led by
Joseph Smith. Smith was a veteran of
the Civil War, having served in the 8th
Minnesota Regiment. The 8th was, like
several units from Minnesota, involved
in both the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862,
and the Civil War in the south. The unit
fought in the Third Battle of Murfreesboro, as well as the Battle of Wyse Fork,
and is noted for traveling more miles
during the conflict than any other regiment in the Union Army.
Following Smith was the Jordan
Brass Band, and the Von Mindon Post
#105 of the G.A.R., or Grand Army of
the Republic. The G.A.R. was a fraternal organization for the veterans of the
Civil War. Much more than a social
club, the G.A.R. was one of the first
organized advocacy groups in American politics; supporting voting rights
for black veterans, promoting patriotic
education, helping to make Memorial
Day a national holiday, and lobbying
the United States Congress to establish
regular veterans’ pensions. At its peak
in 1890, nationwide membership was
410,000. The G.A.R. was dissolved in
1956 at the death of its last member, Albert Woolson (1850–1956) of Duluth,
Minnesota.
Behind the band were marchers from
the Ladies of the G.A.R. and the Jordan
Fire Department. They were followed

fortunate in George Washington during
revolutionary times, we were fortunate
in having Abraham Lincoln when rebellion broke loose; today, in another tense
time, we may be grateful that a man of
Wilson’s poise and balance is here to
guide the nation in peace.”
In the Shakopee Argus, coverage of
Memorial Day on June 3, 1915 was accompanied by an article entitled “Memorial Day Lessons.” The article concluded with this warning:

This ad ran in the Memorial Day edition of the Jordan Independent to mark
the 50th anniversary of the end of the Civil War. The veterans that remained
were aging and there was a widespread push in the County to honor their
memories and preserve their stories.

by the pupils of Jordan Public Schools
in a long procession, lined up by grade
level. Finally, the citizens of Jordan
followed in a parade of carriages and
automobiles.
The parade ended at Spirit Hill Cemetery with more music, a church procession, and finally time to decorate the
gravesites of Jordan’s veterans.
Shakopee also celebrated in grand
style. The day started with a gathering
of the G.A.R., accompanied by buglers,
a drum corps, and children carrying
wreaths and bouquets. The entire group
walked to Valley Cemetery to decorate
the gravestones of soldiers. At 1:30 p.m.
a parade formed at the County Courthouse, starting with a band, followed
by the city police and a procession of
Shakopee schoolchildren. This group
was followed by representatives from
labor unions from around the County.
The parade traveled to Bridge Square to
pay their respects to a group of Union
veterans who waited there. The Shakopee Tribune noted on June 3, 1915 that
“Fifty years have wrought changes, both
in appearance and numbers of our Boys
in Blue, yet their hearts seemed young
once again as they beheld the honors
paid to them and the memories of their
comrades that are gone. Times change
too, for the streets were filled with autos
instead of teams, and there was not one
horse in the whole line of the parade.”
The day concluded with a meal being

Scott County members of Jordan’s Von Minden Post #105 of the Grand Army
of the Republic, all Civil War veterans, were photographed around 1890. Scott
County sent 650 soldiers -- 100 from Jordan -- to the Civil War, a huge number
in a county of less than 5,000 residents.

served to the G.A.R. members and their
families.
It is unsurprising that the anniversary was held in such esteem. Scott
County sent around 650 soldiers to the
Civil War, a huge number in a county
that had less than 5000 residents at the
time. Most families would have had a
personal tie to someone involved in the
war. The veterans that remained were
aging, and there was a widespread push
in the County to honor their memories
and preserve their stories.
The 50th anniversary of the Civil
War also came during the time of a great
deal of national change, as the Shakopee
Tribune alluded to in their coverage of
the Memorial Day parade. Technology
was changing rapidly, cities were booming, and more Americans were working in factories instead of fields. Social change followed, with campaigns
for labor rights and women’s suffrage.
With so much in flux during the present,
many of Scott County’s residents found
it important to honor the past.
The year 1915 itself brought conflict. Less than a year before the Memorial Day celebrations honoring the Civil
War, World War I had begun in Europe.
While the United States was still several
years away from joining the fight, the
specter of war must have seemed very
real to the American people.
World War I might have seemed
particularly relevant to Scott County’s
large German population. In 1915, Scott
County newspapers still carried a weekly column entitled “News of the Fatherland” that gave a summary of events
transpiring in Germany. As the war progressed, and with it anti-German rhetoric of “divided loyalties” and “hyphenated Americanism,” this column disappeared. Many Scott County residents
were Americans that still had strong ties
to Germany, and they might have felt
the prospect of a divided nation on the
horizon once again.
In Scott County newspapers, articles
extolling the virtues of Scott County’s
Civil War veterans appeared alongside
editorials praising President Wilson’s
policy of neutrality in the war, and hopes
that America would remain separate
from the conflict. During his speech at
the 1915 Jordan Memorial Day celebrations, Charles Fowler noted “We were

From the lips of thoughtless youth
we sometimes hear the flippant charge
that the old soldiers are still fighting the
battles of the Civil War, little realizing
what they mean to the scarred survivors of those epoch-making days. Who
that marched with Sherman to the sea
could ever forget? Who that came back
from the slippery slopes of Gettysburg
can ever forget the bloody tragedy…
Who that witnessed the destruction by
the Confederate army itself of its last
hope and stronghold, the City of Richmond, in that memorable April of ‘65
will ever forget the indescribable scene
of horror… thirty city blocks swept out
of existence by the searing flames while
hundreds of hospitals and almshouse
inmates were said to have been blown
to eternity. Such is war! God forbid our
land will ever know another.

Jordan Independent, June 3, 1915

Museum closed for
winter, but SCHS
programming planned

Discover local history this winter!
SCHS will be giving a series of local history talks, artifact story shares and kids
crafts! Watch scottcountyhistory.org, or
check with your local library for dates
and times. Interested in researching
your family history this winter? Give us
a call at (952) 445-0358 or email info@
scottcounyhistory.org to find out about
the resources that the Scott County Historical Society has to offer!

Join the Band! SCHS January Kids Kraft
Saturday, January 25; 10:30-11:15a.m.
Jordan Public Library, 275 Creek Ln S, Jordan, MN

Beat the winter blues with some homegrown music. Listen to big band tunes, create two
different musical instruments, and listen to a musical story! Free, but please register at www.
ScottCountyHistory.org or call (952) 445-0378 to ensure there are enough supplies.
SCHS Kids Kraft happens monthly on a Saturday. The program introduces children to museums,
promotes literacy, and allows young people to practice “old fashioned” hands on skills.
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Indeed, it’s been a busy year

As 2019 comes to a close, I want to provide the community with a brief overview and update of your County Attorney’s Office. We currently have 50 personnel
working in the office; this consists of myself, six Civil Division Attorneys, two
Children in Need of Protective Services (CHIPS) Attorneys, two Juvenile Prosecutors, 15 Adult Criminal Prosecutors, one Office Manager, two Paralegals, one
Victim/Witness Coordinator, two Assistant Victim/Witness Coordinators, one Drug
and Alcohol Prevention Coordinator, one Systems Support Technician, and 16 Legal Support Staff. Between January and October of this year, this office has handled
3,699 adult criminal files, 927 juvenile delinquency files, and 290 CHIPS files, in
addition to more than 2,600 arraignment files, consisting mostly of lower level traffic and first-time DUI cases.
Some of the more significant cases over the past year include:
• A Grand Jury Indictment against Jason Betlach for the alleged first degree
murder of an 18-month-old foster child in his care. The child sustained
abusive head trauma, subdural hemorrhages, and retinal hemorrhages;
these injuries were ultimately fatal. Trial is currently scheduled for March
3, 2020.
• Laurie Gregor was convicted of first degree assault of a six-month-old
infant, who was left in her care at an at-home daycare facility. The infant
was diagnosed with a horizontal skull fracture, a sternal fracture, subdural
and retinal hemorrhaging, and bruising. Following a lengthy trial, a jury
found her guilty and determined the infant was a particularly vulnerable
victim, and Gregor acted with particular cruelty by failing to obtain
timely medical treatment for him. She was sentenced to 180 months in
prison and ordered to pay $39,413.20 in restitution.
• Rod Thompson was convicted of 19 felony counts of theft by swindle and
embezzlement of public funds for his criminal conduct while employed
as Superintendent of the Shakopee School District. Thompson was
committed to prison and ordered to pay back all funds stolen from the
School District.
• Paul Lindahl was convicted, following a jury trial, of criminal sexual
conduct in the first degree and malicious punishment of a child for
sexually and physically abusing a 10-year-old child. A sentencing date
has yet to be scheduled.
• Sergey Balandin was convicted of first degree premeditated murder for
the murder of his girlfriend. He was sentenced to life in prison with no
possibility of parole.
• Timothy Biby was convicted of attempted murder for intentionally hitting
an 18-year-old motorcyclist—whom Biby mistook as the boyfriend of
Biby’s ex-wife—with his car. Biby was sentenced to 190 months in
prison.
• Ryan Shocinski was convicted of first degree criminal sexual conduct
for sexually assaulting a 15-year-old girl who was staying with him and
his family while her mother was out of state. He was sentenced to 168
months in prison.
One of the more notable juvenile cases handled by our office this year involves Jack Carlson,
who is charged with 10 felony counts of invasion
of privacy and two counts of possession of child
pornography. These charges stem from allegations
that Carlson surreptitiously recorded dozens of juvenile and adult females, in various stages of undress, in a middle school bathroom and high school
locker room. The Court designated this case an
Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction file -- which means
Carlson would be subject to the juvenile court’s
supervision until he turns 21, in addition to receiving a stayed adult sentence. As Mr. Carlson is
charged with multiple felonies and over the age of
16, this case is public. As of this writing, this case
is currently scheduled for a Pretrial.
We also continue to operate a Treatment Court. Since its inception in 2016,
62 individuals have been accepted into Treatment Court. Of these, 20 participants
have unfortunately been terminated from the program after receiving new charges.
Fifteen, however, have successfully completed the program, and only one of the
program graduates has relapsed with a new controlled substance offense. There are
currently more than 30 individuals participating in Treatment Court.
In addition to our Treatment Court, we are pleased this year marks the inception
of another specialty court in Scott County: Veterans’ Court. With several veterans
working in our office—including myself, a Navy Veteran, and two Marine Veterans: our former law clerk (now newly hired prosecutor) and our First Assistant—
we felt it especially important to create a court to serve the specific needs of the
veterans who have served this county and country. Through the hard work and
commitment of our office -- specifically Allen Anderson, Tori Haider, and Bryce
Ehrman -- we received a federal grant to formalize it, and the Scott County Commissioners unanimously voted to support this specialty court. We couldn’t be more
proud to have this specialty court to give our veterans the assistance they deserve.
As I have written in previous articles, Choose Not to Use (choosenottouse.org)
is a big part of this office. The mission of Choose Not To Use is to educate our
K-12 kids about the dangers of illegal drug use and to provide them with the tools
they need to say no and to make healthy lifestyle decisions. In 2017, we formed a
partnership with Courage to Speak to provide drug prevention curriculums to our
schools at no cost to the school districts. The Courage to Speak curriculum provides
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Families and friends enjoyed Fair food last July at the Scott County Fair. The
Fair Board is always looking for additional food vendors, so if you or your
family owns a food truck or other business, contact the County Fair office.

When families gather, it’s time
to talk about the County Fair

With the holiday season upon us,
most of us will be enjoying extra time
with family and friends... which provides a great opportunity to get everyone excited about Fun Aplenty in 2020
at the Scott County Fair!
The holidays often open the door for
some friendly competition in the family
(who can buy the funniest white elephant gift, who makes the best turkey, or
who has the most exciting news). With
just a subtle segue, the discussion can be
turned to “who can create the best things
to enter in the Scott County Fair?”
This time of year, teams from one local extended family start planning the
designs for next year’s entries for the
chair decorating category to see who
is the real champion and winner of
bragging rights for the next year. Start
planning now on ways you can show
off your talent and projects: https://
scottcountyfair.org/wp-content/uploads/
Dept.-A-Premium-List-2019-2.pdf.
And the holidays always equal talking about, preparing, eating, and sharing food. The Scott County Fair Board
is always trying to get new and different
foods for Fairgoers to enjoy, so if your
family or someone you know owns a
food truck or other business who would
like to be a part of the Scott County Fair,
encourage them to contact the Fair Office for more information.
Also, this time of year many people
start planning family reunions, birthday parties, weddings, and graduation
parties for the coming spring, summer,
or fall. If you’re one of those families,
we encourage you to look into renting

One local family competes in the
chair decorating category to see who
can win the competition. Is there an
area where your family could develop
some friendly competition?

the beautiful Scott County Fairgrounds!
Contact us at (952) 492-2436 or visit
https://scottcountyfair.org/off-season/
rental-space/ for more info.
Regardless of how you spend the
holiday season, we hope that it is filled
with much joy and happiness, and if
you are gathered with family or friends,
don’t forget to mention the Scott County
Fair. There will be Fun Aplenty in 2020
(July 22-26)! Happy Holidays from the
Scott County Fair Board!

LEGAL SCENE Continued

ongoing, age-appropriate lesson plans which are taught by a teacher from each
school. We also continue to operate the Take It To the Box program, where people
can take their unused and/or expired medication to their local law enforcement
agency for safe disposal. In 2018, this program disposed of over 3,500 pounds of
medication, which would have otherwise circulated in the community.
The Civil Division has continued to represent and assist other County departments throughout the year, handling well over 500 “civil questions,” which include
legal guidance questions, data request reviews, and contract reviews. Great strides
have been made in reducing the backlog of Tax Appeal cases, as well as addressing
the 113 new Tax Appeal cases which were filed in 2019. The Civil Division has
worked with the County Highway Department to resolve more than 20 condemnation cases this past year, including conducting three commissioner hearings. So far
in 2019, the number of Human Services Appeal cases has doubled from past years,
and we are continuing to see a slight increase in guardianship cases.
Commitment cases, initiated when a person is believed to be a danger to themselves or others and in need of treatment, continue to be challenging, due to the
subject matter and number of court appearances each case requires. In addition to
the general administrative work done in Child Support, our Child Support Prosecutors have made over 600 court appearances so far this year.
That’s a (mostly) brief overview of the past year of the actions of your County
Attorney’s Office. We continue to be very busy, but I couldn’t be more proud of
the excellent staff working here in the office. Follow me on Twitter: @rhocevar1;
Facebook: @RBHocevar; and Instagram: @ronhocevar.
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Native tree sale begins Jan. 1 at Scott SWCD
Do you have an empty spot in your
yard that’s just begging for some landscaping? Want to add color, natural
beauty, and be environmentally friendly
on your property? The Scott SWCD
wants to help! The Scott SWCD is hosting its annual tree sale once again, and
orders open for sale on January 1. Order
forms will be open until the beginning
of spring, but the best time to order your
trees is as soon as they go on sale!
The tree sale is a great opportunity
for residents to add high-quality, lowcost natural plantings to their yard or
acreage. The trees consist of native species that thrive in all types of wild Minnesota weather. Native trees are particularly adapted to our local weather
conditions. Among their many benefits,
native trees require far less water than
tropical trees—saving you time and
money. They also provide habitat for
birds and other wildlife, and prevent invasive species from spreading.

There are 24 varieties of trees and
shrubs for sale, including seven conifers, nine deciduous trees, and eight deciduous shrubs. The sale will also have
backyard bundles -- a mix of five tree
species -- native seed mixes, rain barrels, and tree supplies (mats, spades, tree
shelters, and marking flags). Last year,
the SWCD sold a whopping 28,500
trees… so join the movement and watch
your property take on a new dimension
of beauty and conservation!
Orders will be available for pickup
on Friday, April 24—Arbor Day! Pickup is at the Scott County Fairgrounds in
Jordan. Put in your order early to ensure the species you want are available.
Call the Scott SWCD office in Jordan
at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail to
scottswcdtrees@gmail.com for more
information. You can order online at
www.scottswcdtrees.com, or send your
order and payment to Scott SWCD Office, 7151 190 St. W, Suite 125, Jordan.

It may take many years, but the tree seedlings planted in 2020 will mature to
provide beauty and clean air for several generations.
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Students learn lessons at
Outdoor Education Days

Late September was surprisingly
warm and sunny at the beautiful Cedar
Lake Farm Regional Park. The fantastic weather allowed for four amazing
days of outdoor education for local third
through fifth graders in Scott County.
The Scott SWCD gathered nearly 1,200
students for field trips from September
23-26, where students rotated between
six different environmental education
stations, including lessons on conservation, soils, ponds, forestry, water, wildlife, and a recycling performance by
Tour attendees visited Mark Klehr’s dairy farm near Belle Plaine to learn CLIMB Theatre!
The conservation station debuted its
about nutrient management.
second year with focus on water protection during the winter months. And the
water station—where students walked

SWCD tour demonstrates
progress in conserving
natural resources
Elected officials and conservation
employees boarded a bus Sept. 24 for
the annual Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) and Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Fall Conservation Tour. The tour is held
each year to demonstrate the progress
that has been made in conserving natural resources and to discuss the challenges to conservation.
This year, the tour focused on soil
health, with an emphasis on nutrient
management. The SWCD and WMO
work extensively with landowners to
help promote soil health, and to implement conservation practices on the matter. Cover crops, nutrient management
plans, and erosion control are just several of the projects the SWCD and WMO
are involved in.
The first stop of the tour was the
beautifully completed Sand Creek
streambank stabilization project completed by the WMO. WMO Water Resource Scientist Ryan Holzer gave a
presentation at the top the streambank’s
overlook, and discussed how that section of Sand Creek is eroding sediment
at ten times the rate of any other subwatershed in the area. Through the stabilization efforts, that site now has over

470 feet of stabilized shoreline, and will
save 170 tons of sediment every year.
The tour’s second stop was to local dairy farmer Mark Kelhr’s home,
where attendees got a viewing of his
newly installed nutrient management
pit—as well as a visit from his dairy
cows! Klehr’s pit has a usable storage of
300,000 gallons. Whenever Mark needs
to apply nutrients to his field, he can
grab it right from his property, and he
can be sure to spread the right amount at
the right time.
The tour’s last stop was to the Scott
SWCD’s cover crop test plot in Belle
Plaine. Diane Korbel from the SWCD
office presented at the field along with
Chris Schultz—a member of the Schultz
family who is renting their cropland for
this experiment. The test plot is part of
a five-year cover crop strategy adopted
by the SWCD as a way to measure its
benefits. The plot will be testing on soil
organic matter, infiltration, and crop
yields specific to Scott County.
The tour was attended by 22 people,
and served once again as a valued tradition of showcasing the fantastic conservation projects happening in Scott
County.

Approximately 800 acres of crop
land in Scott and LeSueur Counties
will be well protected against erosion
this winter, thanks to the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s (SWCD)
second year of aerial seeding cover
crops.
In most corn and soybean operations,
crop fields are left bare from late fall, all
throughout winter, and into early spring.
In short, these fields are left with little
protection against erosion. Six farmers
in Scott County mitigated this problem
by aerial seeding cover crops into their
fields on September 23.
The seeding happened at the perfect time, giving a three- to four-week
advantage for the cover crops to get
growing before the cash crops were harvested. A mix of species were planted to
survive the winter, and will start growing again in early spring.
The Scott and LeSueur SWCDs
worked together again to hire Midwest
Ag Air for the second year. Seed purchased from Strangler Seed was delivered in bulk to the Fairbault airport,
where the plane was loaded. Seeding
cover crops in both counties at the same
time saves producers time and money.
As happened last year, the producers
involved in the endeavor demonstrated

SWCD employee Todd Kavitz teaches students at the Soils Station at Cedar
Lake Farm Regional Park during an Outdoor Education Day.

Microplastics found everywhere;
be aware, choose to reduce use

Are you aware you may be eating
the equivalent of a credit card of plastic each week? Studies have shown microplastics are being found in our food,
bottled water, and even our atmosphere.
Microplastics are small plastic particles
(less than five millimeters in diameter),
and created for commercial use (primary microplastics) or broken down
from larger pieces of plastic (secondary
microplastics).
When plastics enter our environment, they do not decompose -- they
only break down into smaller pieces of
plastic. Pollution of the environment by
microplastics can come from littering,
or just from storms, runoff, and wind.
Once the microplastics make their way
into the environment, they can be consumed by other organisms, or can be
carried up in to the atmosphere. Studies have found microplastics in marine
animals, fish, salt, and even snow in the
Arctic. Single use plastics, such as groA plane dropped the cover crop seed cery bags and straws, are the primary
mixture over 800 acres of land in sources for secondary microplastics in
Scott and LeSueur Counties.
the environment.
fantastic cooperation, resulting in an efGiven that the study of microplastics
ficient, cost-effective, and sustainable is very new, scientists are unsure what
effort.
harm they may pose to human health.
In addition to the 332 acres of cover Some microplastics are so small we
crops that were aerial seeded in Scott
County, producers working with the
Scott SWCD have seeded over 1300
acres of cover crops in 2019 with a drill
or interseeder.
Cover crops are an important part of
soil and water conservation, and these
producers show that cover crops can
work right here in Scott County. If you
are interested in incorporating cover
crops into your farming operation, call
the Scott SWCD office at (952) 4925425 to find out about financial incentives and to create a cover crop plan specific to your farm.

Seeds dropped from the sky will
prevent erosion on the ground

through the water cycle as a water droplet—was a huge success with the help
of staff volunteers from the Prior Lake
Spring Lake Watershed District. The
Scott SWCD hosts this initiative every
year as a showcase to the importance of
getting kids outside. The SWCD wants
to give students just a small snapshot
of the amazing things going on in the
world around them. Everyone at the
SWCD office is continually impressed
by the students’ passion and curiosity.
Thank you to all the staff at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, Prior
Lake Spring Lake Watershed District,
CLIMB Theatre, and all the students
and teachers who came out to share this
amazing day!

Microplastics are often found in
surface water, especially oceans.

don’t even have the technology available to study them. Though the science
isn’t yet able to tell us what it may be
doing to our health, it is clear we have
a problem due to the overwhelming existence of microplastics pollution across
the globe.
So what are we supposed to do? It
seems daunting, but changes in our daily behavior seem like a logical place to
start. You can start small by just bringing your reusable bags to the grocery
store, or go all in and try living a zero-waste lifestyle. Plastic pollution as
a whole is costing us and the environment greatly, why not try to change that
today?

