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Election officials work to make
voting process convenient, secure
Preparing for winter

Free workshops on managing
snow, ice removal offered
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A new form of ID

With all the political signs and
advertising, it’s apparent there is an
election coming soon, but are you
ready to vote on or before Tuesday,
Nov. 6?
To begin the voting process, you
must meet eligibility standards (see
box on page 4). Then you must be
registered to vote. To register, or to
check your registration status, visit
the Secretary of State’s website at
www.sos.state.mn.us. You can expediate your voting experience by registering before Oct. 16. You can also
register at the polls on Election Day
with proper identification.
Beginning this year, election judges will be able to swipe drivers’ licenses to quickly check in registered
voters with the new poll pads, or they
can look them up manually.
And if you want to avoid any
lines, you can vote now via absen-

tee ballot by applying online (www.
sos.state.mn.us/election-voting/otherways-to-vote/vote-early-in-person) or
in person at the Government Center to
have a ballot sent to you. You do not
need an excuse to vote by absentee;
any voter who wants to vote early can
do so. If you don’t want to wait for a

ballot to be mailed, County residents
can apply at the Scott County Government Center Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., receive
a ballot immediately, fill it out, seal it
in double envelopes, and leave it in a
secured ballot box.
Beginning Oct. 30, in-person absentee voting for Scott County residents will move to the Law Enforcement Center across the street at 301
Fuller St. S., Shakopee. For the week
prior to the election, you can place
your absentee ballot directly into the
secured ballot counting machine,
although results will not be tabulated until all other ballots are cast
on Election Day. Balloting Oct. 30 Nov. 2 will take place from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Monday, Nov. 1,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
ELECTION to page 4

Applications for REAL ID cards
now being accepted
Page 11

Building ships in Savage
WWII Naval ships constructed
at Port Cargill
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More than horsing around

Horse and owner help kids heal
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Stopping along the trail

Participants at the Spring Lake Regional Park
Trailgate event Sept. 29 visited a kestrel bird and tried
slacklining at stops along the trail.

Sue Ann Woo says she has the best gig ever because it
involves horses, volunteerism, and kids.
Sue Ann works through the Scott County Volunteer
Program to provide children who are experiencing mental
health issues – mainly depression and anxiety – an opportunity to work with and ride a horse.
“We’ve had kids talk very fondly and positively about
the activity,” said Brad Benson, a Scott County Children’s
Mental Health social worker who encouraged Sue Ann to
begin volunteering and whose division recommends children to her for sessions with her horse, Scarlett. “It’s been
very positive for children’s mental health.”
And Sue Ann and Scarlett enjoy it too. “It’s been fun
and rewarding,” said Sue Ann, whose main criterion for
the children sent to her for lessons is that they love horses.
“We don’t want to add to a child’s stress by putting them
in a situation where they are afraid.”
Sue Ann adopted her horse from the Minnesota Hooved
Animal Rescue Foundation 10 years ago. After “loving on
her” and some training for several years, Scarlett became
so calm and trustworthy that her friend’s grandchild could
wrap her arms around her leg without the horse moving a
muscle. In 2013, through a friendship with Brad and his
wife, Sue Ann (and Scarlett) took their first child to mentor. That mentorship lasted a year, until the child moved to
another county.
After that, Sue Ann and Brad decided it might be better
to offer shorter mentorships so more children could have

Scott County mental health social worker Brad
Benson urged Sue Ann Woo to use her horse Scarlett
to begin a program to help kids.

the experience. She started providing four, two-hour lessons, with the opportunity for two bonus sessions. “And
that has worked well,” said Sue Ann, who has now proTHERAPY HORSE to page 8
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Staying focused on the future

I have always considered myself an incurable optimist. I believe that life is
short, our challenges exciting and, if we are going to meet them, that we need to
always be planning and looking forward. I am a believer in not dwelling on the
past, as it often only serves to torment us. However, I am just as big a believer in
remembering history, because -- as Teddy Roosevelt once said -- “The more you
know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.” And as I prepare
to depart Scott County in just a few months, I am focusing on the future and, at the
same time, taking stock of the past.
When I came to Scott County in 1977, the population was about 40,000 and
there were eight small cities – with Shakopee the largest (at just under 10,000
people, or 25 percent of the population). Thinly populated, mostly rural, highly
agricultural, and solidly Democratic, Scott County was picturesque and peaceful.
Fast forward 41 years, and while the County is still very picturesque and mostly
peaceful, the population has more than tripled, the number of cities has gone down
to seven, we are considerably less agricultural in nature, and we are now a solidly
Republican county. Much has changed over the past four decades, and the pace of
change within the County is accelerating.
In the Seventies, more than 1000 farms and over 150,000 acres were in production, it was plainly evident that farming was a significant industry. Today, fewer
than 1000 people within the County identify agriculture as their occupation; manufacturing, distribution, health care, finance, professional and scientific, and entertainment play a considerably more significant role. With Valleyfair, Canterbury,
Mystic Lake, the Elko Speedway, and Renaissance Festival, Scott County (with
more than ten million visitors a year) is now identified as an entertainment destination. And with the change in the County’s population, politics, and economy, Scott
County government has also grown and adapted.
When I began my employment working in the jail, Scott County had a twoposition dispatch center, a twenty-three bed jail, and a two-story courthouse/government center, with its operations (including parking) on a single block. As the
County has grown, I have seen the jail grow to two hundred and sixty-four beds incorporated into a Law Enforcement Center that occupies a city block by itself. The
two-story courthouse is now a three-story Government Center, and the Courts are
housed in a separate Justice Center. A variety of county functions are now housed
away from the County campus, at such places as the Workforce Center and the Public Works facility. Further, the work of the County’s staff has become significantly
more demanding and complex. Over the past four decades, Scott County has been
one of the fastest growing counties in Minnesota; I have been fortunate to watch as
the County’s operations have changed and adjusted to accommodate and serve our
changing needs and culture.
But among all the change, there has been one constant: A continual focus and
planning for the future. Ben Franklin wisely stated, “By failing to prepare, you are
preparing to fail.” And I can say with confidence that the County has never failed to
prepare. My observations have been that both the appointed and elected leadership
within Scott County have, more often than not, been ahead of the curve. From a
decision to self-insure for health care to eliminating post-employment insurance, to
pay-for-performance, investing in fiber optics, and focusing on transportation and
land use, the County has consistently been operating in the present while preparing
for the future.
As I prepare to retire, I am excited for the future of Scott County as the focus
continues to be on the future. By planning for improvements and expansion within
the County’s infrastructure, they are continuing a path that will provide fiscal stability, continue to moderate taxes and reduce the County’s tax rate, and allow the
County’s economy to continue to expand. Investments in our highways and county
roads aid in our economic development, and the planned expansion of the County’s
campus will maintain appropriate services while providing efficiencies and a realistic fiscal path towards the elimination of the County’s debt. My wife and I plan to
remain residents of Scott County, and I -- as a local taxpayer -- could not be more
pleased with the direction the County Board and next Administrator are taking this
great place we call home.

To learn more about the SmartLink travel solutions please contact SmartLink Dial-a-Ride at (952) 496-8341, Extension 1 (*please allow 2-3 days advance notice to schedule your ride); visit SmartLink Volunteer Drivers at www.
scottcountymn.gov and click “Get Involved,” or call Cara at (952) 496-8169;
or reach the SmartLink Travel Trainer at (952) 469-8709 and ask for Amy.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

The free training workshops will focus on snow and ice best management
practices that can save money and save our water.

Free workshops offered on
managing snow, ice removal;
certification available
In the winter, we use salts to deice
hard surfaces like sidewalks, roads, and
driveways. However, it only takes about
one teaspoon of salt to permanently pollute five gallons of water. Because we
have evidence of chloride pollution in
several waterways in Scott County, the
Scott Watershed Management Organization (SWMO) has partnered with
the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) through the Clean Water Land
and Legacy Amendment to offer free
training events that teach snow and ice
best management practices that can save
money and save our water.
Scott County is hosting a series of
free workshops on best management
practices for managing snow and ice on
parking lots, sidewalks, and roadways.
An optional test will be offered at the
end of the workshop to earn Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
Level I or Level II Certification in Snow
and Ice Control Best Practices. Certified individuals are listed on the MPCA
website.
Winter parking lots/sidewalks training
This class is most appropriate for private maintenance companies, property
managers, schools, non-profits, staff,
and volunteers who maintain parking
lots and sidewalks. At the end of class,
there is an optional state certification
exam through the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA). It provides
individual certification for those that
choose to take the optional test after the
class and pass it. Individuals who take
and pass the test would earn the Level
1 Certification in Snow and Ice Control
Best Practices. Certified individuals are
listed on the MPCA website.

mbokman@co.scott.mn.us or call (952)
496-8887 to register.
Workshop dates and locations:
Winter roads – Level I
Monday, Oct. 15, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
(check-in: 7:30 – 8 a.m.)
Scott County Extension and
Conservation Building (Scott County
Fairgrounds), 7151 West 190th Street,
Jordan
Winter roads – Level II
Monday, Oct. 22, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
(check-in: 7:30 – 8 a.m.)
Spring Lake Township Hall, 20381
Fairlawn Avenue, Prior Lake
Parking lots and sidewalks
Friday, Oct. 26, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. (checkin: 7:30 – 8 a.m.)
New Prague Fire Station, 505 5th
Avenue NW, New Prague
Winter roads – Level I
Monday, Oct. 29, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
(check-in: 7:30 – 8 a.m.)
Prior Lake City Hall, 4646 Dakota
Street SE, Prior Lake
Funding for the workshops is provided
by the Board of Water and Soil
Resources through the Clean Water
Land and Legacy Amendment.

Winter roads training – Level I
This class is most appropriate for
city, county, and state road crews; and
private companies hired for township
road snow removal. This is a state certification course through the MPCA.
It provides individual certification for
those who pass the test.
Winter maintenance training –
Level II
This class is focused on winter maintenance leadership. It is highly encouraged that you to take the Level I class
before taking this class. It will prepare
leaders to get their organization Level 2
MPCA certified.
Pre-registration is required. Email

Reduce the need to apply salt by
shoveling just after snowfall.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner
October 16
October 23
October 30

County Board Meetings through December 2018
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting			
County Board workshop

November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board planning workshop

December 6
December 6
December 6
December 11
December 18

–
--–
–

Joint meeting with Three Rivers Park Board (12 noon)
County Board meeting
Proposed Property Tax meeting (6 p.m.)
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have
incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy on this
committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September 11,
2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County together
to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster incidents and events. The
identified goals of the committee are that all stakeholders will understand the roles,
responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies allowing
them to assist with emergency preparedness risk assessments, preparedness planning
activities, disaster response after-action reporting, and proposal of training and exercises.
The Committee meets quarterly on the third Monday of the month from 3 – 4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently,
there are seven vacancies, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all
applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of
land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the
unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds
public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards meet the second
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (3 vacancies). There are currently three
vacancies on this Board, one each in Commissioner Districts 3, 4, and 5. This Board is
responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as
they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff,
corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There
are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members
are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color
and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets
every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). There is a vacancy on this Board
in Commissioner District 2. The mission of the CDA is to strengthen the communities of
Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low- and moderate-income
families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination of public and
private resources. The CDA meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m.
Extension Committee (3 vacancies). Currently, there are three vacancies in Commissioner
Districts 2, 3, and 4. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension
Committee assists in formulating programs, recommending budgets, and selecting and
evaluating the Extension staff. The University of Minnesota Extension discovers sciencebased solutions, delivers practical education, and engages Minnesotans to build a better
future. Together, we create a better world for today and tomorrow by keeping our food safe
and affordable; preparing today’s youth to thrive in a complex world; ensuring Minnesota
communities are strong; improving our environment; and helping families make better
decisions. The Extension Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15
p.m.). For more information on Extension, go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy
McCulloch, Extension Regional Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.
Human Services Resource Council (10 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are ten vacancies on the
council, with vacancies in all the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in development
of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services; makes recommendations concerning
the annual budget of Health and Human Services; makes recommendations related to
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board;
and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large
input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional
providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There are currently two vacancies on this
Board in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. The Library Board of Advisors consists of one

Connecting with those in need

This year’s Scott Carver Project Community Connect (PCC) event, which
provides services and information for those who are homeless or at risk
of becoming homeless, was held Sept. 12 at Canterbury Expo Center in
Shakopee. Approximately 132 volunteers representing 102 service providers
assisted guests from 276 households throughout the day. They provided
700 bagged lunches, haircuts, flu shots, mammograms, medical exams,
chiropractic services, eye exams, mental health services, employment
services, manicures, information about housing, CAP Agency and Health and
Human Services programs, parks, and much more.
representative from each Commissioner District. Members serve three-year terms, and are
eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in the formation of the
Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources on library services that meet
the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and guides the creation of
a budget that reflects identified customer needs. The Board recommends operating policies
for the public library system and, by statute, is responsible for the content of the library
collection. The Board currently meets on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Each year, one meeting is held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott County
Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration (Shakopee).
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (12 vacancies). Currently, there are twelve atlarge vacancies on this Council. Anyone with an interest in mental health services may
apply. Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who
received mental health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott
County’s minority population are particularly encouraged to apply. The Council meets each
month on the fourth Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently, there are seven vacancies on this
Committee, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large positions. The purpose of
the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected
officials in the area of parks, trails, and open space planning and implementation. Members
advise the County Board on program priorities and policies; planning for parks, trails, and
open space; and review and recommend proposed annual work plans. Commission members
represent the citizens of Scott County and, as such, serve as community ambassadors. The
Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.
Personnel Board of Appeals (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy on this
Board. The Personnel Board of Appeals is responsible for making findings and reporting
to the County Board upon the filing of an appeal by an applicant, employee, or appointing
authority under certain circumstances. There are three at-large citizen representatives on
this Board. Members are appointed for three-year terms, and there are no term limits. The
Board meets as needed.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (2 vacancies). There
are currently two vacancies on the five-member Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
Board of Managers. The District’s mission is to manage and preserve the water resources
within the District.   The Watershed District Board of Managers establishes and oversees
the activities of the District, sets policy, guides staff, and makes key decisions on District
budgets and priorities. The Board normally meets the second Tuesday of every month
at 5 p.m. for a workshop and 6 p.m. for the Board Meeting at the Prior Lake City Hall
(unless otherwise noted). Members must reside within the Watershed District. Members
are appointed for three-year terms and there are no term limits. Incumbents are eligible for
reappointment.   Applications must be submitted by November 9, 2018.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (4
vacancies). Currently, there are four vacancies representing the Southwest Watershed,
the Credit River Watershed and the Sand Creek Watershed. The Scott WMO Watershed
Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water
Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and
projects. The commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.
This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
• District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
• District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5: The City of Savage.
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Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Health
and Waste Programs Supervisor

Take what you need, use what
you take from HHW ReUSE room

Residents dropping off paints, household cleaners, automotive materials, and
yard chemicals at the HHW will often point out the items that are still good and
can go into the ReUSE room. I believe they make a point to tell us this because
they want to make sure it goes to someone that needs it, and that the money they
spent wasn’t wasted. Although it’s our policy to check every item that goes into the
ReUSE room, we still appreciate it when residents let us know of good products
they have to share.
We understand that all the chemicals needed to get started in a new house, maintain a house, or keep up a car add up and can be expensive, so we do our best at
the HHW to get those good household and automotive products onto the shelves
for residents who need them. Also, through Scott County’s partnership with FISH
(Families and Individuals Sharing Hope), the HHW has been able to help provide
some ReUSE items to individuals and families to help them get started in their new
homes.
It’s important to us that we keep our shelves full with products to entice people
to come back again. We want people to use the ReUSE room to help them save a
little money, keep chemicals out of the landfill, and keep the HHW costs down by
saving on disposal fees.
Questions we hear the most in the ReUSE room:
What is the most sought after product? Exterior white paint.
What products are people pleasantly surprised they found? Unopened, onequart containers of oil, deck wash, and pesticides.
Is there a certain time of the day that products go in the ReUSE room? Products
are put in the ReUSE room randomly throughout the day. Products that come in
have to be checked and recorded before they can go into the ReUSE room.
Is there ReUSE room etiquette? Yes, Take what you need, use what you take.
Please don’t take all products of value; share with your fellow County neighbors.

ReUSE room policies:
• Residents must be at least 18 years of age. Any children under the age of 18
must be accompanied by a responsible adult, parent, or guardian.
• At least one piece of photo identification -- such as a driver’s license -- must
be available upon request.
• Residents may “shop” in the designated area only, and only during designated
dates and times.
• One visit will be allowed per week, with a limit of 20 minutes per visit. No
loitering may occur.
• Residents are urged to “take what you need, but use what you take.”
• Residents may be banned from visiting the Re-USE Room for certain
egregious behaviors.

Election
Who is on the ballot?

From page 1

This year the following races are on
the ballot:
• U.S. Senator and U.S. Senator
(one is a Special Election to fill the
vacancy from Senator Al Franken’s
departure)
• U.S. Representatives
• All Minnesota State
Representatives
• Governor and Lt Governor
• Secretary of State
• Attorney General
• State Auditor
• County Sheriff
• County Attorney
• County Commissioners (Districts
3 and 5)
• School Boards for the following
districts: Jordan, New Prague,
Prior Lake-Savage, Shakopee,
Lakeville, Burnsville, and
LeSueur-Henderson
• City Councils for the following
cities: Elko New Market, New
Prague, Belle Plaine, Jordan, Prior
Lake, Shakopee
• Township Boards for the following
townships: Belle Plaine, Blakeley,
Helena, Louisville, Sand Creek,
Spring Lake and St. Lawrence
• Soil and Water Conservation
District (Districts 2 and 3)

Who can register and
vote in Minnesota?

If all of the items below apply to
you – you are eligible to vote:
• A U.S. citizen
• At least 18 years old on
Election Day
• A resident of Minnesota for at
least 20 days
• Finished with all parts of any
felony sentence
• You can vote while under
guardianship, unless a judge
specifically has revoked your
right to vote
• You cannot vote if a court
has ruled that you are legally
incompetent

manent address. Your voter registration
address should be your primary residence and you must vote in the precinct
your address is assigned to. If you have
moved, you cannot vote in your prior
precinct. Don’t know where to vote on
election day? Please visit the following
site to find your current polling location:
https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/.

If you have any questions about
these topics (or any other elections
matters), please feel free to call (952)
496-8149 or, even better, email scelections@co.scott.mn.us or visit the
Can you vote more than once?
You can only vote in the precinct in Secretary of State’s website: www.
which you live in and claim as your per- sos.state.mn.us/.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Chart Industries leading
by example in recycling
For many years, Chart Industries,
Inc. has been a leader in the community
in regard to their recycling and sustainability efforts. As part of their mission
to be “trustworthy, honest, fair, and responsible,” the company tries to reach
their highest potential in terms of doing the right thing for the community,
which translates to ensuring a sustainable workplace for the years to come.
This is why when Roger Chlan, Environmental Compliance Coordinator,
first met with Minnesota Waste Wise
and received recommendations on how
to improve recycling collection and start
diverting organic material in addition to
their current program, Chart Industries
Inc. once again acted without hesitation
to optimize their recycling efforts.
After the initial site visit, it was determined that high volumes of singlestream recycling (bottles, cans, and
scrap paper), organic material (coffee
grounds/filters, paper towels, and food
scraps), and disposable coffee cups
were tossed in the trash on a daily basis.
While cardboard was already getting recycled, it was clear that with a few improvements, eliminating these materials
from the trash would drastically reduce
their overall waste stream.
Roger worked with Minnesota Waste
Wise to apply for the Scott County Business Recycling grant, which provided
recycling, trash, and organics bins to
clearly separate the three streams at every space throughout the facility. Pairing the three color-coded bins to keep
them uniform was an important improvement to optimize usage, since no
extra effort has to be made when looking to throw something away. In addition, deskside trash bins were replaced
with recycling receptacles and a small
hanging wastebasket for the low volume
of waste generated at each desk. The
grant also included a six-month supply
of compostable bags and compostable
coffee cups to assist with implementing
the new organics program.
“Staff has been trained and retrained
on the new program,” said Roger. “It’s
coming together, and with the workplace
getting younger and younger, we have
to keep up with what people are learning
in school and have at their households.
We are now expected to have recycling,
since it is everywhere else. We used to
get asked why we didn’t have these receptacles at the office, and now with our
new waste reduction program, we not
only meet expectations, but we’re ahead
of the curve. Employees have become
more aware and knowledgeable about
what can go in a recycling or organics
program at work but also at home and
elsewhere in the community.”
While the program will consistently

Pairing the trash, recycling, and
organics bins has improved recycling
at Chart Industries.

be reevaluated and improved to ensure
success, Roger had only positive things
to say about the new program at these
early stages. “We are the largest employer in New Prague, so we hope to
lead by example. In the community, we
are expected to do the right thing, especially environmentally. People like to
see Chart Industries ahead of the ball,
and we hold ourselves to very high expectations.” By implementing singlestream recycling across the entire site as
well as organic collection, Chart Industries has not only significantly reduced
their trash, but is now diverting an impressive 57,000 pounds of recyclables
(single-stream and cardboard) and an
estimated 31,200 pounds of organics on
an annual basis. This is between a 30
to 50 percent increase in overall waste
reduction.
Roger reiterated that their hauler,
Laker’s New Prague Sanitary, was great
to work with given the large size of the
company and the significant switch
in services they underwent. “The bottom line,” he added, “is that this is the
right thing to do and we can’t wait to
see the program yielding great results.
All businesses should visit a landfill one
time to see how important recycling and
waste reduction practices are. It takes
one time to really open your eyes to its
importance.” Continuous staff trainings and reevaluation of the program’s
successes and need for improvement
will ensure long-term sustainability of
the waste reduction practices at Chart
Industries.
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your city, business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses
comes from SCORE and/or LRD funds
provided to the County from the State of
Minnesota.

Protect plants from salt damage

Do not plant trees and shrubs in areas where salty runoff
collects or close to streets where salt spray is prevalent. Burlap
barriers may provide protection to some plants from salt spray.
• Avoid or reduce the amount of de-icing salts used on walkways
by clearing areas of snow as soon as possible. Apply the
minimum amount of salt needed and only where needed. Avoid
spreading salt on grass and in ditches where water collects.
• Use alternative de-icing salts, such as calcium chloride and
calcium magnesium acetate (CMA).
• Use salt-tolerant plant species near walks and roads where
salt may be applied. Remember that no species is completely
tolerant of salt injury, and that even salt-tolerant trees have
limits on the amount of salt they can handle. Consider some
of these more tolerant species: Ohio buckeye, Austrian pine,
ginkgo, honey locust, black walnut, Black Hills spruce, jack
pine, white poplar, black locust, Japanese tree lilac, black
cherry, white oak, northern red oak.
For answers to horticulture questions, contact the Carver-Scott Master Gardeners Yard and Garden Line at (952) 466-5308.
•

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn,gov

Recognize, help prevent
cyberbullying among kids
Cyberbullying is bullying or harassment that happens online. It can happen
in an email, a text message, a game, or
on a social networking site. It might
involve spreading rumors or images
posted on someone’s profile or passed
around for others to see, or creating a
group or page to make a person feel left
out.
Talk to your kids about bullying.
Tell your kids that they can’t hide
behind the words they type and the
images they post. Bullying is a lose/
lose situation. Hurtful messages not
only make the target feel bad, but
also make the sender look bad. Often,
they can bring scorn from peers and
punishment from authorities.
Ask your kids to let you know if an
online message or image makes them
feel threatened or hurt. If you fear for
your child’s safety, contact the police.
Read the comments. Cyberbullying
often involves mean-spirited comments.
Check out your kid’s page from time to
time to see what you find.
Recognize the signs of a cyberbully.
Could your kid be the bully? Look for
signs of bullying behavior, such as
creating mean images of another kid.
Keep in mind that you are a model for
your children. Kids learn from adults’
gossip and other behavior.
Help stop cyberbullying. Most kids
don’t bully, and there’s no reason
for anyone to put up with it. If your
child sees cyberbullying happening to
someone else, encourage him or her

to try to stop it by telling the bully to
stop and by not engaging or forwarding
anything. Researchers say that bullying
usually stops pretty quickly when peers
intervene on behalf of the victim. One
way to help stop bullying online is to
report it to the site or network where
you see it.
What to do about a cyberbully:
Don’t react to the bully. If your child
is targeted by a cyberbully, keep a
cool head. Remind your child that
most people realize bullying is wrong.
Tell your child not to respond in kind.
Instead, encourage him or her to work
with you to save the evidence and talk
to you about it. If the bullying persists,
share the record with school officials or
local law enforcement.
Protect your child’s profile. If your
child finds a profile that was created or
altered without his or her permission,
contact the site to have it taken down.
Block or delete the bully. If the
bullying involves instant messaging
or another online service that requires
a “friend” or “buddy” list, delete the
bully from the lists or block their user
name or email address.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson, U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or
shawnaft@umn.edu.
Source: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0028-cyberbullying

FAST-TRACK Business
Challenge set for Oct. 25
On Oct. 25, five Scott County entrepreneurs will be competing for over
$17,600 in start-up funding and professional services to fast-track their business on the road to success. At the second annual FAST-TRACK Challenge,
finalists will pitch their business ideas
in a “Shark-Tank”-like business challenge to an esteemed panel of judges.
While the event is invitation-only, a
video of the FAST-TRACK Challenge
will be available for viewing following
the competition.
The committee was very pleased with
the high quality of applications and business products and services proposed by
local entrepreneurs. Applications were
received from businesses in Elko New
Market, New Prague, Prior Lake, Savage, and Shakopee. Business categories
in which applications were submitted
included: Professional Services, Food/
Ag/Beverage, High Tech, Life Science/
Health Tech/Aging and General/Other.
Finalists were announced on the Scott
County FAST-TRACK website (www.
ScottCountyFastTrack.com) and local
newspapers in September.
The 2018 panel of judges includes
Mike Derheim, Co-Founder and Chairman of the Board at The Nerdery; Kristin Haugen, Principal & Managing Attorney at KC Haugen Law, LLC.; Angela Heikes, President and CEO of the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) Gaming Enterprise;
Charles Shannon, VP of Corporate Development for Equus Holdings; and Justin Schultz, District Sales Manager for
Wells Fargo’s SBA Lending Division.
The 2018 FAST-TRACK Challenge
is sponsored by the Shakopee Mde-

wakanton Sioux Community, Minnesota Valley Electric Co-op’s Operation
Round-Up, Wells Fargo Bank, State
Bank of Belle Plaine, Klein Bank, Scott
County’s First Stop Shop and Technology Village of Prior Lake. Professional Service Providers include Argos
Risk, KC Haugen Law, Michael Beach
Coaching and Consulting, Neon Lizard
Creative Graphic Design, Open to Business (MCCD), the New Prague Chamber of Commerce, Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce, Savage Chamber of
Commerce, and Shakopee Chamber &
Visitors Bureau.
Finalists will compete for $5,500
in start-up funds and over $12,100 in
services including legal services (such
as contract review and drafting, intellectual property counseling, et cetera);
graphic design services, including logo
and branding packaging; “Business to
Business” credit reporting; behavioral
assessments for team members; free
business advisory services; one year
free virtual membership to Technology
Village; and free one-year membership
to various Chambers of Commerce.
The FAST-TRACK Challenge Committee is pleased with the broadened
support and generous donations by Scott
County businesses, the quality of the
business applications, and the expertise
on the judges’ panel. For more information on the FAST-TRACK Challenge,
visit the website at www.ScottCountyFastTrack.com, Facebook, Twitter:
Scott County Fast-Track, or contact Jo
Foust, Business Development Specialist at Scott County First Stop Shop, at
(952) 496-8830 or jfoust@scottfss.org.
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Healthy SCENE
By Mary Kay Stevens
Maternal Child Health
Program Coordinator

Family home visits help families thrive

Becoming a new parent is one of the most exciting and rewarding things many
of us will ever do, and it can also be one of the most stressful and difficult at times.
For some people, becoming a new parent has added challenges, such as being a teen
or single parent, having maternal depression, social and financial problems, or other
stresses. In the first years, parents have the most important role in shaping the brain
development of young children through the experiences and interactions they have.
Those experiences are the building blocks for the child’s future health, development, and academic achievement. Therefore, in stressful times, additional support
can help parents feel less alone, more
confident, and more knowledgeable in
meeting the unique needs of their child
so that they reach their optimal potential
and arrive at school ready to learn.
Home visiting programs are a proven
strategy to help children and families
thrive. Studies have shown that high
quality home visiting programs have
a positively impact healthy development beginning in pregnancy, and can
improve outcomes such as decreasing
preterm births and low birthweights,
Home visitation programs connect increased rates of breastfeeding, pronew and expecting parents to a moting school readiness, family health
support person who can guide them and functioning, positive parenting, and
through the early stages of raising a economic self-sufficiency. Home visits
family.
builds resiliency in families.
Home visiting programs connect new and expecting parents to a support person
who can guide them through the early stages of raising a family. Voluntary visits
are provided by Public Health nurses, social workers, or Early Childhood Educators, who get to know each family over time to support them in their role as their
child’s first and most important teacher. Families can choose to continue for a just
a few visits, or enroll in an evidence-based home visiting program for up to three
to four years.
Home visiting programs are a cost-effective strategy and a strong investment for
ensuring that infants and toddlers have safe and nurturing experiences. Research
has shown that it positively impacts many social problems that begin in early childhood, such as child abuse and neglect, school failure, poverty, unemployment, and
crime. Studies of the cost-effectiveness of home visiting show that “…programs
offer returns on investment ranging from $1.75 to $5.70 for every dollar spent due
to reduced costs of child protection, K-12 special education and grade retention,
and criminal justice expenses,” according to a home visiting report by the National
Conference of State Legislatures (2018).
Driven by the strong body of research for the importance of early childhood in
building the foundation for a child’s success, there has been a significant growth of
home visiting programs in recent years. Bipartisan support for evidence-based programs led to increased funding at the federal, state, and local levels for program expansion. In 2018, the Metro Alliance for Healthy Families applied for competitive
state funding allocated by the legislature to expand the target population and serve
more families, and was awarded $8.5 million over four and a half years. In turn,
this will allow Scott County Public Health to serve more families. With the trend
of about 1800 births per year in Scott County, there are an estimated number of
nearly 300 families who would benefit most from home visiting services. In 2017,
Scott County Public Health provided 1,559 visits to 219 parents and children.
Any family living in Scott County who is expecting or has a new baby is eligible
for home visiting services. Interested families or professionals can call (952) 4968577. Visits are voluntary, at no cost to families, and can occur at home or where
the family chooses.

Share your thoughts on
community resiliency by
taking online survey

Scott County is partnering with the University of Minnesota’s
Resilient Communities Project (RCP) to advance and implement key “resilience planning” recommendations coming out
of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The County and University
students and faculty will collaborate on more than a dozen multidisciplinary projects that advance community resilience, such
as investigating self-serve libraries, planting edible landscapes,
diversifying agricultural production, managing hazardous waste,
improving early childhood education, fostering employer-assisted housing, and more.

Share your thoughts by taking the online survey at
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/1127/Speak-Up.
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Tee It Up provides drug prevention curriculum
The 12th Annual Tee It Up For The Task Force fundraiser took place at Stonebrooke Golf Club in Shakopee on Sept. 7. We had our most successful fundraiser
yet, and I want to thank everyone involved in this event and to update the community as to how we intend to use the money we are raising. Thank you to all the
golfers who, year after year, continue to support this event. For the fourth year in
a row, we completely sold out tee times (144 golfers!) by March 1. I also want to
thank the over 30 volunteers who took time to lend their support to make this event
run smoothly.
Of course, this event could never be the success it is without all the sponsors
that donate time, money, and merchandise. Please like us and share on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/choosenottouse.org/) and visit our website (http://
choosenottouse.org/) to see all the sponsors that make this event possible. Please
support these businesses and let them know you appreciate their help in keeping
our kids off drugs and making the right choices in their lives.
The County Attorney’s Office Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator, Kathy
Welter, is the driving force behind ChooseNotToUse and I can’t thank her enough
for her dedication and effort she puts in to this program.
So what is ChooseNotToUse, and what are we doing? The mission of ChooseNotToUse is to educate our kids K-12 about the dangers of illegal drug use and to
provide them with the tools they need to say no and to make healthy life decisions.
In the past, we partnered with CLIMB Theatre and provided drug education in our
schools. We still partner with CLIMB Theatre to provide education about drug and
alcohol prevention at the Juvenile Alternative Facility in Jordan.
In 2017, we decided that we wanted an ongoing curriculum for our students, so
we searched for an accredited program that we believed would benefit our students
and community. We then formed a partnership with Courage to Speak (http://couragetospeak.org/) to provide drug prevention curricula to our schools at no cost to
the school districts. The Courage to Speak curriculum provides eight to 15 ongoing
lesson plans (depending on the age they are being provided to) and they are taught
by a teacher from each school.
The Courage to Speak Foundation was founded by Ginger and Larry Katz after
they lost their son to a drug overdose. Ginger made a promise to her son to do
everything in her power to prevent a similar tragedy from happening to another
family. The Foundation’s mission is dedicated to “Saving lives by educating and
empowering youth to be drug free and encouraging parents to talk to their children
about the danger of drugs.”
The organization, with a team of experts, developed a drug prevention education
curricula evaluated and recommended by the Yale School of Medicine. The curricula provide education for 4th grade through 12th grade, and each curriculum starts
with a book titled Sunny’s Story. Sunny was the family beagle and was Ginger and
Larry’s son, Ian’s, best friend. Ian became addicted to drugs and died of an overdose. The book is told through Sunny’s viewpoint, and is quite engaging and powerful. Sunny sees the changes in Ian and tells us what it is like to live with someone
who is addicted to drugs and the pain and sadness caused by this addiction.
The curriculum requires parental involvement and is socially and emotionally
based. It concentrates on refusal skills, parent involvement, healthy passions, courage in relationships, and trusting adults.
If your child attends a Scott County school during their elementary, middle, and/
or high school years, he/she could potentially receive this curriculum three times
during their K-12 years. Each curriculum is age-appropriate, and will reiterate and
build upon what they learned in prior years and then concentrate on the drugs most
affecting their age groups.
Currently, Jordan High, Middle, and Elementary Schools, in addition to the
Southwest Metro/Oasis Middle and High School, are implementing this new curriculum. On Oct. 1, ChooseNotToUse sponsored Ginger Katz and brought her in
to speak to the students at the Jordan High School. We invited representatives from
all of the school districts in Scott County to hear this incredible presentation and to
then participate in an intimate question and answer session with Ginger. Our goal
is to provide this curriculum to all 26 Scott County schools. This program costs
approximately $900 per class, per school, and we have 26 public schools in Scott
County. But remember – thanks to the fundraiser and generosity of our community,
ChooseNotToUse will provide the curriculum at no cost to the school districts.
We strongly believe in this program and in the need for it. If your child’s
school is not providing this curriculum, you should be asking them why not. Follow and like me on facebook at www.facebook.com/C.A.Hocevar/ and Twitter @
rhocevar1.

SWCD accepting tree orders

If you’re looking to increase wildlife habitat and slow down that winter
wind, plan on planting trees! The Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District’s
annual tree sale has begun, and the best
time to order is now.
The tree sale is a great opportunity
for residents to add high-quality, lowcost natural plantings to their yard or
acreage. There are 29 varieties of trees
and shrubs for sale, including Balsam
Fir, Silver Maple, Staghorn Sumac, and
Black Walnut (which are new to the sale
this year)! Native seed mixes, rain barrels, and tree supplies (mats, spades,
tree shelters, and marking flags) are also
for sale.

All varieties for sale thrive in Minnesota’s various soil types and climate.
The sale began this month and continues through the beginning of spring.
Orders will be available for pick up on
Friday, April 26 at the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan. Put in your order early to insure the species you want
are available!
Call the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail
to scottswcdtrees@gmail.com for more
information. You can order online at
www.scottswcdtrees.com or send your
order and payment to the Scott SWCD
Office, 7151 190 St. W, Suite 125,
Jordan.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Choose Not to Use
would like to say

THANK YOU!
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
Mdewakanton Sioux Community
St. Francis Regional Medical Center
DIAMOND SPONSORS
Fairmount Santrol
Next Chapter Technology
Scott County Attorney’s Office
Scott County Sheriff’s Office
Tim and Kristi Loose Family
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Belle Plaine Police Department
Bryan Rock Products, Inc.
Dave Menden
Dean Opatz
Jim and Mary Anne Taglia
Jordan Police Department
Linda and Gary Shelton
Mary Roles and Mike Fleischhacker
MVEC – Operation Round Up
New Prague Police Department
Prior Lake Police Department
Savage Police Department
Shakopee Lions Club
Stonebrooke Golf Club
GOLD SPONSORS
Shakopee Police Department
Sterling State Bank
SILVER SPONSORS
Adolfson & Peterson Construction
Carver County Attorney’s Office
My Pillow
The UPS Store – Prior Lake
BALL DROP SPONSOR
Jaspers, Moriarty & Wetherille
PONTOON SPONSOR
Jason Arras and Family
HOLE SPONSORS
Access Networks
Bail Bonds Doctor
Climb Theatre
Dave Beer
Ekim Orthodontics
Ken Jarcho Insurance Agency
Lawrence Auctioneering
Leah Patterson& Max, Natalie and
Micah Tieben
Lions Tap
Minnesota’s Largest Candy Store
O’Brien Dental Care

Patrick J. Ciliberto
Patrick, Kathy and Sammi
Welter
Prior Lake Rotary
Rahr Corporation
Seasons Realty – Betsy Brown
Theis
Shakopee Valley Lions Club
Tammy Laurent/Edward Jones
TCF Home Loans
– Chris Dueffert
The Fun Squad
Walters Lawn and Landscape
GENERAL SPONSORS
Abdallah Chocolates
Al Ceplecha
Arnie’s Friendly Folks Club
Artisan Bistro
Bill’s Toggery
Bloomington Center for the
Arts
Brueggers Bagels
Buck Hill
Buffalo Tap
Cabela’s
Canterbury Park
Carasim Coffee Shop
Casey’s General Store
Chaska Dental
Cherry Berry
Chick-fil-A
Chipotle
Chuck and Don’s
Clancy’s
Cocoa & Fig
Costco
Crayola Experience
Culver’s—Shakopee
Cuzzy’s
Dairy Queen—Tasha Drive
Dangerfield’s
Devine Touch —Sheila
Devine Lambrecht
Doherty’s Tavern
Dragon Cafe
Dunn Bros—Savage
Great Wolf Lodge
Guthrie Theater
Hampton Inn
Iris Valley
Jordan Wine & Spirits
Kim Mayenhofer
Kowalski’s Market
Kwik Trip
Lady A’s Cupcakes
Laker’s Store

Lau’s Bakery
Lori Vosepjka
Lunds & Byerlys
Magnolia
Mall of America
McHugh’s Public House
Mid-America Festivals
Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum
Minnesota Orchestra
MN Lynx
MN Twins
MN Vikings
MN Wild
Mr. Pig Stuff
Munkabeans
Mustard Seed
Mystic Lake Casino
Hotel
Natalie Tieben
Olive Moon
Pablos
Papa Murphy’s
—Savage
Pekarna’s Meat Market
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Real Gem Jewelers
Roasted Pear
Sailer’s Greenhouse
Sam’s Club
Sever’s Fall Festival
Shakopee Public Utilities
Sharon Carlson
South Side Liquors
Southwest Ammo &
Guns
Stems & Vines
St. Patrick’s Tavern
St. Paul Saints
Subway—Dean Lakes
Swagger Nutrition
Sweet Nautical Boutique
Taco Loco
The Pointe
Theresa’s
T.J. Hooligans
Tokyo Sushi
Tony Tieben
Tractor & Supply
Turtle’s
Viking Liquor Barrel
Von Hanson’s Meats
— Savage
Wampach’s
Warners Stellian
Wild Ruffle
Zuppa Cucina

Coordinators: Ron Hocevar, Scott County Attorney; Luke Hennen, Scott
County Sheriff; Dave Beer, Scott County Commisioner;
Kathy Welter, Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator

Keep leaves out of
gutters for water quality

As everyone knows, when those orange leaves are falling to the ground,
they land where they will: The deck, the
street, the lake, the lawn. Many of these
leaves land or blow into the street where
they find their way to the gutter, and
the rain carries them down the storm
drain system, directly into our lakes and
streams.
While it is natural for some leaves
to fall into these waterbodies from surrounding trees, it is not natural for leaves
to be piped in from throughout the city.
This results in more leaves than the waterbodies can handle. The excess nutrients the decomposing leaves provide
increase alae growth, which can lead to
algae blooms. When the algae die and
decompose, they use up much of the oxygen in the water, which is needed for
fish and aquatic plants to survive. Much
of the pollution in urban lakes can be attributed to an excess of leaves.
You can do your part for improving water quality by taking care of the
leaves that fall in your yard, driveway,

or
sidewalk
right away before they have a
chance to blow
into the street.
While raking
and
bagging
them for pickup is a good
option, a great
alternative is mulching your lawn with
the leaves. The easiest way to do this
is to mow over the leaves while mowing the grass. This will break the leaves
into small enough pieces that they will
settle into the lawn. Some people worry
that mulching with shredded leaves will
build thatch, but that is not the case.
The shredded leaf mulch acts as a fertilizer adding nutrients back to the soil,
helping the lawn retain moisture, and reducing weeds. Mulching with shredded
leaves gives your lawn multiple benefits
while also reducing the amount of nutrients that enter local lakes and streams.
It’s a win/win!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Grant helps St. Wenceslaus School, Parish recycle
At St. Wenceslaus School, involving students with care for creation has
always been important. After hearing
about a grant that was awarded to the
New Prague Public Schools, teacher
Kathy McNamara of St. Wenceslaus
School reached out to Steve Steuber
from the Scott County Environmental
Services Department to learn how they
could expand recycling at their school
and explore composting their lunchroom waste. McNamara and Steuber
reviewed what recycling containers
were currently available, and discussed
implementing food waste collection
in the cafeteria. Kim Franta, Director
of Nutrition Services for New Prague
Area Schools, was also very helpful and
encouraging.
Once all the needs were discussed, a
plan was developed and a grant application was submitted. Once approved,
the grant covered the cost of recycling
and trash bins, two stainless tables and
color-coded barrels for the cafeteria, labels for all the containers, plus a supply
of compostable bags.
The positives: So far, all the campus
buildings, including the church, church
basement rooms, Parish Activity Center, school classrooms, school and parish meeting rooms, school, parish, and
Faith Formation offices, kitchens, and
Club House (extended day program)
now have labeled Recycle and Trash
containers.
Students have been taught to use the
two new specially designed sorting tables. Instead of all lunch “trash” ending
up in dumpsters, the students sort out
recyclables, organics, and trash. The
cafeteria in the church basement is used
daily for the school lunch program and
occasionally for other events, such as
pancake breakfasts or donut Sundays.
Students have become quite adept
at reading labels and sorting. A fourth
grade teacher reported that, during a field
trip to the Science Museum, the students
were instructing the parent chaperones

Students at St. Wenceslaus Catholic
School in New Prague have become
adept at sorting food wastes and
recyclable materials with the help of
new recycling containers.

on the correct way to sort lunch trash in
the Science Museum lunchroom!
The kitchen staff is now collecting
organics such as vegetable and fruit
scraps for compost in addition to recycling cans, plastic, cardboard, et cetera.
The Club House Preschool program,
“Little Saints,” and the parish office
kitchen also collect organics. Paper
towels from eight school bathrooms, the
main kitchen, Club House, and the art
room are collected and composted.
St. Wenceslaus has worked with
Laker’s Sanitation in New Prague to
upgrade their two original organics containers to a larger size. Because of the
increase in recycling, an extra bin has
been added. Recycling and organics
are now being picked up twice a week
instead of only once. McNamara said
the parish, school administration, and
school staff are very supportive of this
project. The kitchen staff has also been
enthusiastic about being able to do more
to cut down on trash.
The challenges: According to Peter

Guzulaitis, Parish Business Administrator, “We did not quantify the amount
of trash we were putting in before the
program began. Therefore, it is hard to
know how much less we are throwing
away, but we are using less dumpster
space.”
Finding storage space for recycling,
compost, and trash containers is a challenge. Recycle bins also need to be accessible to the students. Milk cartons
are recyclable, but because of the smell,
the bins cannot be housed inside.
Future plans: Students will receive
periodic reminders about careful sorting. Educational field trips to the DemCom Material Recovery Facility (MRF)
in Shakopee will now be scheduled every other year for fourth and fifth graders. This was done for the first time last
year, and it really made an impression
on the teachers and students. The students then visited the younger grade
classrooms and shared with them what
they learned. They are also using some
educational materials from Dem-Con’s

website as additional tools to learn
about recycling.
And finally, McNamara said they
plan to find more ways to continue to
reduce trash amounts. Groups renting
or using meeting rooms and the Parish
Activity Center will be encouraged to
use our recycling resources. Informative articles may also be written and
printed in the parish bulletin and on the
parish website.
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your city, business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses
comes from SCORE and/or LRD funds
provided to the County from the State of
Minnesota.

Recycle plastic bags, film at store dropoff sites
If you’re like many people, you’re taking your grocery bags back to a store to be recycled. Did you know
that there are many other kinds of products that have
plastic film associated with them that can be recycled
with those plastic grocery store bags? Basically, the
general rule is that if you can stretch it, it is plastic
film that can be recycled.
Plastic film might be the bag your
bread comes in, the plastic wrap around
the package of paper towels, the bag
around your dry cleaning, and those
plastic pillows used in packing from
something you purchased online. Although many kinds of plastic film are recyclable, there are two important things
to remember: First, the plastic bags
need to be clean and dry; second, all
of the labels and
stickers need to be
removed.
So what happens to all these
plastic bags? A
lot of this plastic film is used to

make low-maintenance, wood-alternative composite
decking. One manufacturer of this decking is Trex®
located in Winchester, Virginia. All Trex decking is
made from 95 percent recycled materials, including
reclaimed wood and sawdust as well as recycled plastic bags and other plastic film. This means that all this
material is being kept out of landfills. (Even though
plastic bags and film are very recyclable, be sure to
take them to your local grocery store or any another
store that accepts bags for recycling.)
Please do not place plastic bags in your curbside
recycling cart.
When your recycling arrives at the local material
recovery facility (MRF) -- like Dem-Con in Shakopee -- to be sorted and baled according to the different
kinds of material, plastic bags cause huge problems
because they get wrapped all around the machinery.
Every day, workers at the MRF have to shut down
their operations just to cut out the bags, causing unnecessary down time. Plastic bags removed from
the machinery at the MRF will end up being disposed in a landfill as it will be too dirty for recycling.
Check out this great video to see what happen with
plastic film at a MRF: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vIYLnHQ9peM.

Locations for plastic bag recycling in Scott County
include Cub Foods, Kohl’s, Lowe’s, Target, and WalMart. And another option is to bring a reusable shopping bag to the store when you go shopping.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Types of plastic film that can be recycled:
Newspaper bags
Bread bags
Product wrap
Cereal liners (but if it tears like paper, do not
include)
Food storage bags
Ice bags without metal clips
Bubble wrap
Produce bags
Dry cleaning bags
Paper towel/toilet paper wrap
Grocery bags
Soda/bottled water case wrap
Stretch film and pallet wrap
Mattress bags
Packaging air pillows
Water softener salt bags
Wood pellet bags
Ziploc and other re-closable bags

HHW Facility accepts eyeglasses, hearing aids for recycling
Do you have old intact eyeglasses,
sunglasses, or even hearing aids? Is
the prescription wrong, or are they out
of style? The Scott County Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) now takes
these items whatever the reason may
be. There is no disposal fee, but we do
require the glasses be complete with no
missing lenses or frames, and the hearing aids to be wrapped up. Make sure to
pack them separately from any chemicals or paints.

Scott County has partnered with the
Minnesota Lions to provide this service.
The Lions have now collected over
eight million pairs of glasses over the
last 80 years. The glasses are sorted and
sent off to developing countries in need.
Many of these emerging countries lack
the resources to manufacture quality
lenses, and the cost of importing eyeglasses is far beyond the means of the
average citizen.
Currently, there are about 360 mil-

lion
people
worldwide with
some type of
hearing loss, yet
current production of hearing aids only
meets about 10 percent of that number.
The poorer individuals cannot afford
the preventative care or the necessary
hearing aids. Hearing impairment and
deafness is a serious disability and can
impose economic, social, and health
burdens. The Lions donate their time

and resources to make the glasses and
hearing aids available for free for the
folks who have vision or hearing problems. So bring them in, knowing they
are going to a good cause.
The Scott County HHW is open
Wednesdays 12 noon – 6 p.m., Thursdays 12 noon – 4 p.m., and Saturdays
8 a.m. - 12 noon. While you are there,
check out our Re-USE room with free
products for your household needs.

Page 8 Scott County SCENE October/November 2018

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Summer memories of the Scott County Fair
“What I did on my summer vacation” was once a popular theme when it
came time to write a paper for school.
That particular essay subject may not
have survived the current fad to immediately share everything through social
media, but for a moment, imagine that
some teacher somewhere still requires
students to report back -- on paper! -what happened in their summer.

Day at the Scott County Fair
This summer, I went to the Scott
County Fair with my family and my
Grandma. Even though the Fair is the

last weekend of July, it wasn’t too hot,
and everyone found plenty to do.
Grandma’s favorite was the draft
horse show, “One of the biggest shows
in North America,” she said. She told us
about how her Dad used horses on the
farm before tractors were invented. That
was hard to imagine, as we saw some
old farmer leaning against an old tractor.
Mom got a kick out of the projects
in the Creative Arts and 4-H buildings.
She thought it would be a good idea if
we joined 4H. It did look like the kids
were having fun.
Dad enjoyed the
Lumberjack Show – especially the log

Kids raced with stick horses at the Scott County Fair.

Therapy horse
vided lessons for 11 youth.
She said the calm, peaceful environment at the stable where Scarlett
is boarded in rural Prior Lake and the
horse’s gentle demeanor have a calming
effect on the children. She said she starts
with lessons about equine behavior, the
horse’s anatomy, and their equipment.
They groom and lead the horse around
before receiving some basic riding
lessons.
“Riding helps the kids physically,
because it improves posture and balance, core strength, and motor skills,”
said Sue Ann. Most importantly, it helps
them emotionally because, according
to Sue Ann, it “puts them in the present, because it is only the child and the
horse and they don’t have to think about

pear. When we saw a man juggle stuff
that was on fire, Mom said I could not
try this at home.
We had lots of stuff to eat, and there
were so many choices that it was hard
to decide. That night we all went to the
carnival and rode a bunch of rides.
Our trip to the Scott County Fair was
a day I won’t forget.

Crowds gathered to watch the lumberjack show.

From page 1

the past and future that might worry
them.” In addition, she said riding Scarlett helps build confidence in the kids
because they learn they can maneuver a
1,000 pound horse.
“My goal is to replace bad memories with some good ones, and hopefully help develop another generation
of compassionate animal lovers,” said
Sue Ann, who lives in Minneapolis but
enjoys her drives out to Scott County to
work with her horse and the children.
“I’m not a Scott County resident,” she
said, “but Scarlett is.”
Along with appreciating Scarlett, the
children also enjoy the barn cats and
goats and the other boarders and their
horses. “All the other boarders are so
supportive, as well as the (stable) own-

Instructors provided information about conserving water, macroinvertebrates,
soil, and recycling at the Outdoor Education Days held at Cedar Lake Farm
Regional Park.

Students learn about conservation
at Outdoor Education Days

Mid-September’s cool, wet weather
did not stop students from coming out
for a field trip at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park for Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District’s annual Outdoor
Education Days. Two of the five days
had to be postponed due to thunderstorms, and a few schools were unable
to reschedule, but even with these lastminute changes, over 1,000 students attended the event which began on Sept.
17. Scott SWCD hosts Outdoor Edu-

rolling. He told Mom he wanted to try
it. She just rolled her eyes. (I think she
hid his chain saw when we got home.)
We watched a real rodeo with real
cowboys and cowgirls. Then later my
sister was in a rodeo with a stick horse.
Not the same thing, but she liked it.
I watched a magic show with a reallife magician who made things disap-

cation Days each year to educate Scott
County youth about natural resources. New to the event this year was the
“Conservation Station,” where students
learned about why it is important to
conserve water and how they can conserve water in their lives. The station
was added to emphasize that each student can make a difference in conserving natural resources. Each day ended
with a CLIMB Theatre production about
composting and recycling.

er,” said Sue Ann. “They praise the kids
and give them such positive feedback.”
Sue Ann said she appreciates the
support she receives from Scott County.
“They don’t micro-manage me, but they
provide me with a safety net since I am
registered with them as a volunteer.”
In return, Sue Ann provides reports
to Brad and his team on the children’s
progress. “Sue Ann has had some real
successes,” said Brad. “Her efforts help
us work with kids on their goals.”
Scott County is always seeking additional volunteers to enhance the variety and quality of services delivered by
the County. To learn more, visit www.
scottcountymn.gov/1203/Get-Involved
or call Volunteer & Community Coordinator Cara Madsen at (952) 496-8169.

Children learn about grooming,
equipment, equine behavior, and
riding during their sessions with
Scarlett and her owner, Sue Ann Woo.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

New 4-H coordinator joins staff
Scott County 4-H is excited to introduce our new
Program Coordinator, Sarah Odendahl. Sarah started
her position in Scott County on Monday, September
24.
Sarah has professional and volunteer experience
working with youth, managing events, and supporting the growth of non-profit organizations. Since July
2015, Sarah has been working as the Reservations Coordinator at the Audubon Center of the North Woods,
a residential environmental learning center. She was
responsible for coordinating all K-12 school experiences, college programs, and private rentals at the
Center. She also was part of the Audubon Center of
Sarah Odendahl
the North Wood’s Education Staff and instructed a variety of courses to a broad audience of youth and adult learners.
As a community volunteer, she served as the President of the Board of Directors for the Pine Center for the Arts. In fall 2017, she was a part of a committee
that raised the funds to purchase a building for arts programming in the Pine City
area. She has also been both a Girl Scout and an adult volunteer for the organization. Sarah brings strong communication skills and has really proven herself as a
community connector.
We look forward to introducing her to community partners and to her bringing
her experience to enrich Scott County youth programming. Sarah can be reached
at (952) 492-5384.
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New 4-H ambassadors
chosen for 2018/19

Congratulations
to
our
new
2018/2019 Ambassador Team! The following 4-H members were chosen to
represent Scott County 4-H as a County
Ambassadors. We look forward to having their leadership in our county!
Jr. Ambassadors: Noah Stocker,
Reina Vourlos, Natalie Biren, Teagan
Bauschke, Agrim Joshi,
Sr. Ambassadors: CJ Younger, Maria Braun, Peter Braun, Kristen Klecker,
Malena Bauschke, Logan Biren, Cheylub Schmitt, Himani Joshi
What does being an ambassador
mean? A 4-H Ambassador is an official
envoy, an authorized representative of
our Scott County 4-H program. A 4-H
Ambassador is a self-motivated, enthusiastic leader who promotes 4-H using
the skills, knowledge, and leadership
abilities acquired in 4-H with fellow
members, area residents, community
leaders, elected officials, and non-4-H
youth. A 4-H Ambassador serves to
strengthen the 4-H program through
public relations.
Being an ambassador also helps

youth gain important life skills such
as communication, teamwork, organization, and responsibility. These skills
help to prepare 4-Hers for their future.
CJ Younger, who’s been an ambassador
for three years, explains the importance
and impact of our ambassador program:
“The ambassador program is so important because it gives kids a chance
to get involved in their community and
really make a difference. Being an ambassador has taken me from teaching
elementary kids about peer pressure
and reading story books to toddlers to
helping plan our fall leadership retreat.
These opportunities have broadened my
perspective on the world and helped me
become a kinder, more open-minded
person.”

Samantha Kubes earned a purple
ribbon for her dairy shorthorn .

Michael Geske earned reserve
champion with his ewe lamb.

Congratulations to all of Scott County’s 4-H livestock participants at the
Minnesota State Fair this year! Local
4-Hers had a big year there -- here are
a few highlights from both the livestock
and general exhibitors:
Thirty-two Livestock Exhibitors:
Scott County was well represented in all
species by our awesome 4-H livestock
exhibitors!
Thirty-five General Exhibitors:
We had 4-Hers exhibiting in all different types of projects, from quilting to
aerospace to shop.
Eight Livestock Purple Ribbon
Winners: A purple ribbon is one of the
highest achievements you can receive
at the State Fair level. Congrats to John
Morrison, Hunter Struffert, Samantha Kubes, Amber Glisczinski, Brynn
Goetz, Adrianna Wendland, Michael
Geske, Kyila Schiell, and Jamie Schiell
on your hard work reaching this level!
Three General Exhibit Purple Ribbon Winners: Congrats to Samantha
Kubes, Justin Biren, and Natalie Drescher on reaching this level with their
general projects!
Three Purple Ribbon Auction
Participants: John Morrison, Hunter
Struffert, and Adriana Wendland all participated in the Market Animal Auction
that raises money for 4-H scholarships.
Three Livestock Showmanship

Ribbon Winners: Showmanship at
the state level is very competitive, and
only a select number of exhibitors are
chosen to participate based on their performance during the show. Congrats to
Kyila Schiell on Champion Breeding
Gilt Senior Showperson, Jamie Schiell
on Champion Breeding Gilt Intermediate Showperson, and Tyler Schmitt
on 4th Place Meat Goat Advanced
Showperson.
Two Livestock Interview Finalists:
All Livestock Exhibitors are required to
do an interview in their species. The top
20 percent are then called back as Finalists. Congratulations to John Morrison
and Bailey Kerkow for being finalists in
the beef and rabbit project areas.
Three Chef for the Day Participants: Chef for the Day is when 4-H
teams compete to see who can make the
healthiest dish. Our Scott County team
was composed of Gabriela Gilpin, Teagan Bauschke, and Olivia Smith.
Congratulations to everyone that exhibited a project at the Great Minnesota
Get Together! 4-Hers put a lot of hard
work, dedication, and pride into their
projects, and Scott County was lucky to
have such a great group of youth representing it. For more information or to
join 4-H, call the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410 and select
“4-H” from the phone tree.

Our Scott County ambassadors
are positive role models for our
youngest 4-H participants, as well
as leaders within their clubs and
our County. We wish the 2018-2019
Ambassador Team a year of growth,
hard work, and -- most of all -- fun!

Youth learn leadership,
citizenship, life skills in 4-H

With fall quickly approaching, many
parents are looking for fun and exciting
things to do with their children. What
better is there than to get your children
involved in programming that will make
a lasting impact on their lives?
The 4-H Program offers kids an opportunity to be involved in a community
of young people across America and
the world where they learn leadership,
citizenship, and life skills. 4-H Youth
Development is the process of growing up and developing one’s abilities
in positive ways. Youth development
organizations exist to promote the positive, healthy development of young
people, and 4-H is the oldest and largest publicly funded youth development
organization.
Young people join and enjoy the
4-H programs because it gives them a
chance to learn new things, develop new
skills, travel to new places, experience
new situations, make new friends and -most of all – have fun!
4-Hers do this in a number of ways:
First, they can start locally in a 4-H
club. Scott County offers 4-H clubs in
all of our communities. There, they can
learn about any topic in which they are
interested. 4-Hers can then go on to participate in project days, camps, public
speaking contests, fairs, conferences
both locally and nationally, and so much
more! Some youth participate through

afterschool programs or other adventure opportunities. Each 4-H member
defines their own 4-H experience so the
possibilities are endless!
4-H membership is open to all youth,
kindergarten to age 19. 4-H is for all
kids, whether they live in cities, towns,
or rural areas; whatever their race, religion, or gender. The Scott County 4-H
program has over 400 members and
100 adult volunteers.
In the 4-H program, youth become
involved in the various project areas. No
matter what interests your kids, 4-H has
the project area for them. Some project
areas you can explore include photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports,
wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, shop, small engines, computer, lawn and landscape,
gardening, food and nutrition, animal
science, and much more! 4-H Projects
are fun, hands-on learning activities
that challenge youth to explore different areas of interest.
Why join now? Fall brings the start
of our new 4-H year, and with it comes
many opportunities to become involved
and plenty of time to start your County
Fair projects! To find out how to start or
join a 4-H club in your area, or for winter programming opportunities, call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410. Enrollments can be taken all
year round.

4-H provides 3.5 million boys and girls in 50
countries with high quality, positive youth
development experiences.
4-H empowers
youth to take
control of their
future and build a
better world
To learn more about 4-H
nationally and worldwide,
visit https://4-h.org

4-Hers excel at State Fair

4-H scholarship winners named
Congratulations to the recipients
of the 2018 4-H Leadership Scholarships, sponsored by the Animal Science
PDC! Madison Deile was awarded a
$500 scholarship, Kendra Klecker was
awarded a $400 scholarship, and Amber Glisczinski was awarded a $300
scholarship. These individuals have
demonstrated their dedication to the

Scott County 4-H program and stellar
qualities to make them incredible young
leaders.
The 4-H Leadership Scholarship
sponsored by the Animal Science PDC
is based on an application and interview
process that emphasizes the individual’s
involvement and leadership in 4-H and
their greater community.
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News you
can use...
Park at 13450 Dakota Ave, Savage. This communitywide event provides families a fun and safe place to
celebrate Halloween by playing games, jumping in inflatables, dancing to DJ entertainment, and enjoying
s’mores around a campfire! Other kid friendly refreshments will also be available for purchase. Don’t forget
to wear your costume! Register now at cityofsavage.
com.
All ages welcome (Ages 1 and under are free)! Preregistration deadline: Oct. 24, $8 per person. After
pre-registration deadline/walk-ins: $10 per person

You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can collaborate to
provide outstanding service while making the most of
limited resources.”

New logo highlights mission
Working. Smarter. Together. That’s SCALE’s new
brand statement, but it’s the way the SCALE partners have operated since its inception in 2003. And
to further underscore the
significance
of this clear,
unambiguous statement,
SCALE
recently revealed
its new streamlined logo – a
stylized intersection of three
interlocking
circles, each
r e p r e s e n t i n g The new logo forms an aperture
one of the three to show SCALE’s focus on
key pillars of Working Smarter Together.
the statement.
“We believe that this new logo, when seen in conjunction with a new website currently under development
as well as other efforts, will help to clarify SCALE’s
mission and philosophy in a more intuitive way,” said
Scott County Commissioner and former SCALE Chair
Jon Ulrich.

From Belle Plaine:

Downtown Plaza makes its debut

The Downtown Plaza, located on the corner of
Main and Meridian Streets, is finished and ready for
everyone to enjoy! After years of trying to find a buyer
to develop the City-owned lot, City officials decided
to use the bare corner for community enrichment. Now
instead of an empty, unattractive lot, residents and
visitors have a welcoming space to enjoy community
events or just pass the time.
Amidst rain and cloudy skies, residents of Belle
Plaine gathered at the Plaza on Sept. 4 for the official
ribbon cutting ceremony. Mayor Chris Meyer spoke
about his experience at the same location years earlier:
“It was a very long day and night back on Oct. 19,
2005, that I stood in this very area as the Fire Chief of
the Belle Plaine Fire Department commanded a fight
of what would become one of the most historical fires
in the history of this city. As we all can recall, it was an
act of arson that caused a very historic and prominent
structure that stood on this very spot to burn to the
ground. After many years of looking at several ways to
redevelop this site, it became apparent that it was going to be a very difficult project. So, as a way to bring
some glory back to this corner and again improve the
overall positive vision that the City continues to portray, the plaza idea was born and came to life.”
Plans for the downtown space began summer of
2017. Construction of the plaza started last fall with
the Belle Plaine Public Works crew laying pavers
and pouring concrete. Work continued throughout the
summer months with the addition of triangular sails
high overhead for shade, planter boxes, stand up tables, benches, and uplighting. A dedicated stage area
was also created.
Lana Beck, one of Belle Plaine’s local artists, was
chosen to paint a mural on the blank north wall facing the plaza. Inspiration for the mural was found in
the historic stone arch bridges and with another town

The Downtown Plaza in Belle Plaine features a
mural, stage, and seating area.

founder, French Canadian fur trader Louis Roberts,
who traded with the Native Americans at trading posts
along the river. The title of this colorful backdrop to
the plaza is “Kindness Rewards.” Visit the City’s
Facebook page to view Lana narrating her thoughts on
the painting.
The inaugural event and season finale to Community Conversations was held on Sept. 11 with food
trucks, local entertainment, and an opportunity for
open conversation with City officials and staff. This
year, the plaza will add another element to the annual
Downtown Trick-or-Treat event for Halloween. Hay
bales, fall mums, and corn stalk bundles will be set up
as backdrops for parents to take photos of their children in costume.
No matter what time of day or season, residents and
visitors stop by and take advantage of this new community gathering space. Watch for postings on the City
of Belle Plaine Facebook page for upcoming events!

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:

Fire Department Annual
Halloween Party, Oct. 31

The Savage Fire Department will host its annual
Halloween Party for the community on Wednesday,
Oct. 31 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the O’Connell Road Fire
Station, 14321 O’Connell Rd. This is a safe environment for children up to 12 years of age to visit with
firefighters, play games, and leave with some candy,
prizes, and -- most of all -- smiles on their faces. The
Fire Department has been hosting this annual event for
nearly 30 years. For more information, go to cityofsavage.com or call (952) 882-2643.

Free Movie in the Outfield,
“Incredibles 2” (PG), Nov. 17
Join us on Saturday, Nov. 17 to watch “Incredibles
2” (PG) on the turf at the Savage Sports Center – where
it’s always a comfortable 65 degrees! Bring your lawn
chair or blankets, purchase some popcorn, hot chocolate, or a treat from the concession stand, and enjoy the
evening with friends, family, and community. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m.; movie begins at 7 p.m. All ages are
welcome.

Stay active this winter at the
2018 Fall Clean Water Clean-Up Savage Sports Center
The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District and
the City of Prior Lake are once again hosting their annual Fall Clean Water Clean-Up event on Sunday, Oct.
28 from 9 - 11 a.m. at a city park. Volunteers are needed to help rake leaves and remove move buckthorn (an
invasive species). Last spring’s clean-up at the park
removed 3,560 pounds of buckthorn and other woody
debris and raked over 2,460 pounds of leaves – all in
just a few short hours!
Buckthorn is a non-native, invasive shrub which
can take over wooded areas, crowding out native
plants. Rain washes leaves, grass clippings and other organic matter down street gutters into the storm
drains, which empty into our lakes. Though it might
seem counter-intuitive, when these natural materials
are released into the lake, they break down and release
phosphorus which feeds algae. Algae blooms can be
a serious threat to water quality, aquatic life, property
values and water recreation. The good news is that
residents can take action in their own communities!
Volunteers are asked to register in advance for this
family-friendly event and to bring their own rakes.
Sign up for this free event at www.plslwd.org or by
calling the Watershed District at (952) 447-4166. Local businesses have generously provided door prizes
and light snacks will be served. In the case of poor
weather, the event will be held the following weekend
on Nov. 4 at the same time and place.

The Savage Sports Center (located within Savage
Community Park) offers a state-of-the-art artificial
grass field, which is ideal for winter exercise. November through April, residents can walk or jog indoors
for free. Kids of all ages can burn off excess winter
energy at Open Play ($5 per person) or Tot Time ($3
per toddler). For complete schedule information, go to
savagesportscenter.com.

Youth Snowmobile Safety
Training, November/December

Students must study
the safety information
through an interactive
online course. This online course takes approximately two to four
hours. Once the student
has completed the online course, they will
also need to complete a safety class and driving test
(dates and times TBD). For more information, follow
Savage Sno-Pacers online at facebook.com/SavageSnoPacers or contact Tom Wills at twills@ameristaragency.com or (612) 716-6588.

From Shakopee:

Halloween Bash, Oct. 27

City looks ahead to residential,
mixed use development

Savage Parks and Recreation invites the community
to the annual Halloween Bash
on Saturday, Oct. 27 from 5
– 8 p.m. This spooktacular
event takes place in the Savage Sports Center, located
within Savage Community

The City Council recently approved the sale of
four properties to make way for future development
in downtown Shakopee and west Shakopee. Acting
as the Economic Development Authority, the council
approved the sale of the former city hall site at 129
Holmes St. S. in the amount of $250,000 to Enclave
Development. Enclave Development is looking to
build an 82-unit, market-rate apartment complex with

From Savage:

SCALE continued on next page
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Applications for REAL ID cards now being accepted
The new Minnesota driver’s license and ID card design have people wondering about REAL ID. Here’s a
few details:
1. The newly designed cards that were issued prior
to Oct. 1, 2018 are not REAL IDs.
2. You do not need to take any action at this time to
comply with the federal REAL ID law.
3. You are able to apply for a REAL ID-compliant
card as of Oct. 1, 2018, but you will have two
years to obtain one if you choose. That means
you will be able to use your standard license
or ID card for federal purposes, including
boarding domestic flights, until Oct. 1, 2020.
4. If you choose to apply for a REAL ID before
your standard license expires, an early renewal
fee would be charged and an additional four
years would be added to the expiration date. Fee
information is available on the DPS website at
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/real-id/Pages/
default.aspx.

Remember: There’s no need to rush to get a REAL
ID-compliant card. You can use your standard license
or ID card for federal purposes, including boarding domestic flights, until October 1, 2020.
So what do you need to bring when applying for a
license or ID?
Well, that depends on what you plan to use it for.
REAL ID: A REAL ID-compliant Driver’s license
or ID card can be used for domestic air travel and to
access federal facilities like military bases and nuclear
power plants. They can be issued to both U.S. and nonU.S. citizens. They cannot be used as border crossing documents, but are valid for identification purposes and for lawful driving privileges. Applying for
a REAL ID-compliant card requires additional documentation compared to the requirements for a standard
Minnesota driver’s license. A person must provide
the following in person when applying:
• One document proving identity, date of birth, and
legal presence in the United States. If the name
on the identity document is not the same as a
person’s current name, a name change document
must be submitted. (Examples could include U.S.
passport or birth certificate.)
• One document proving social security number.

SCALE

•

•
•
•

Newly designed cards offer a vertical or horizontal
look.

•

(Examples could include the SS card or W-2.)
Two documents proving current residency in
Minnesota. (Examples could include valid
Minnesota driver’s license/ID or bank account
statement.)

A complete list of acceptable documents is available on the Minnesota DVS website. Please make sure
you check the list to verify that the documents you plan
to provide meet any issuance/expiration requirements:
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/real-id/Pages/
required-documents.aspx.
Enhanced driver’s license or ID: An enhanced
driver’s license or ID card can be used for domestic air travel and to access federal facilities, and will
continue to be acceptable forms of identification for
federal purposes even after REAL ID-compliant cards
become available. They can be used as U.S. border
crossing documents and are only issued to U.S. citizens. They are valid for identification purposes and for
lawful driving privileges.
Applying for an EDL or EID also requires additional requirements and documentation compared to a
standard Minnesota license:
• Only an applicant who can provide proof of
identity, full legal name, Social Security Number,
photographic identity, Minnesota residency, and
U.S. citizenship is eligible for a Minnesota EDL
or EID.

Two types of documents must be submitted to
prove Minnesota residency. (Examples could
include an electric bill or phone bill and a tax
return.)
An EDL/EID must list the Minnesota residence
address.
Complete an interview questionnaire at the time
of application.
A $15 fee is required in addition to the fee for an
enhanced driver’s license or ID card.

A complete list of acceptable documents is available on the DVS website. Please make sure you check
the list to verify that the documents you plan to provide meet any issuance/expiration requirements:
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/forms-documents/Documents/EDL-EID-Identification-Requirements.pdf.
Standard driver’s license or ID: A standard driver’s license or ID card can be used for federal purposes,
including boarding domestic flights, until Oct. 1, 2020.
They are valid for identification purposes and for lawful driving privileges. There haven’t been any changes
made to the requirements for a regular license/ID card/
permit, but here are a few reminders:.
A complete list of acceptable documents is available on the DVS website. Please make sure you check
the list to verify that the documents you plan to provide meet any issuance/expiration requirements:
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/forms-documents/Documents/IdentificationRequirements_English.pdf.
When is our office open?
Scott County Customer Service is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. with extended service hours on Thursdays until 6:30 p.m. Please be
aware that the application process will take longer
than in the old system – we expect wait times to increase. Please plan your visit accordingly.
How can you stay updated?
Scott County will update our website at www.
scottcountymn.gov as well as our social media pages,
and you can follow the DPS-DVS Facebook page – it
will have information that can easily be shared.

Continued from previous page

street-level retail and restaurant space. The sale covers
the city’s demolition and remediation costs of the site
and will be repaid through the approved Tax Increment
Financing Plan (TIF).
The city also sold six properties along Levee Drive
for $750,000 to Gaughan Cos., which plans to construct a 125-unit apartment complex overlooking the
Minnesota River. The market-rate apartment complex
also includes a riverfront restaurant. This sale will also
be repaid through an approved TIF plan.
Development is also proceeding in West Shakopee
where the city recently sold 16 acres near Highway
169 and County Highway 69 to Opus Development
in the amount of $1.65 million and four acres to Trident Development in the amount of $600,000. Opus is
looking to construct two office/light-industrial buildings. Trident plans to build a multifamily apartment
complex. More information about the city’s current
development projects is available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/currentdevelopment.

Community Center expands
fitness options

The Shakopee Community Center recently expanded its fitness options to include new classes, formats, and times. The Community Center currently
offers a variety of cardio, strength, mind/body, aquatics, and senior group fitness classes. Among the new
classes coming to the Community Center are: Barbell
Strength, Jillian Michaels’ BodyShred, Core Conditioning, Cycle Boot Camp, Deep Water Fitness, Kettlebell, and PiYo. Classes range from 30 minutes to an
hour, so they can fit into anyone’s schedule.
More classes will also be offered in the evenings,
Monday through Thursday, as well as Saturday and
Sunday mornings. The September group class schedule is available on the city website at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/communitycenter. Fitness classes are
free to Community Center members. Non-members
can also drop into any class by purchasing a daily pass

($7 residents; $8.50 non-residents).
A free fall fitness sampler day for members and
non-members will be offered Saturday, Nov. 3. Stop
by the Community Center from 8 to 11 a.m. for a miniclass of our group exercise offerings, including newlyadded classes like Barbell Strength, Jillian Michael’s
BodyShred, Core Conditioning, and more. Personal
trainers will also be available to answer questions.
Enrollment fees waived for those who sign up for a
membership that day.

Fall fun in Shakopee
Mark these upcoming Shakopee events on your
calendar:
• Seniors are invited to the annual Scott County
Senior Expo Friday, Oct. 19, at Shakopee West
Middle School. Registration is open through Oct.
12 at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/registration.
• Get ready for some Halloween fun at the Spooky
Family Fun Night Friday, Oct. 26. Swing by the
Community Center and Ice Arena for free family
activities from 6 to 8 p.m.
• Bring your little ones for an afternoon of trickor-treating Wednesday, Oct. 31 at City Hall and
the Police Department. Stations will be set up
from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Find more community events on the city website at
www.ShakopeeMN.gov/communitycalendar.

From Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:

Free Yard Waste Recycling for
Scott County Residents

Calling all neighbors! Dispose of your yard waste
for free from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday in October
at the SMSC Organics Recycling Facility. Whether
they’re leaves, branches, twigs, or grass clippings, the
SMSC Organics Recycling will accept yard waste free

of charge from Scott County residents with a valid ID.
The SMSC Organics Recycling Facility is located off
of County Road 83 at 1905 Mystic Lake Drive South
in Shakopee. Learn more at smscorf.com.

Fire Prevention Week Open
House and Soup Cook-Off

Join Mdewakanton Public Safety for their Fire Prevention Week Open House on Wednesday, October
10. From 5 – 8 p.m., you and your family can enjoy a
number of different learning opportunities with Mdewakanton Public Safety, including a snowplow display, kitchen fire and electric safety demonstrations,
a state patrol rollover simulator, and a weather safety
booth. While you’re there, get to know the Mdewakanton Public Safety staff and enjoy the soups prepared
during the department’s cook-off. You may even get
the chance to meet Sparky the Dog!

Find Your Stride at Turkey Trot

Meander your
way through the
rolling hills of The
Meadows at Mystic
Lake during Dakotah! Sport and Fitness’ annual Turkey
Trot on November
17! This 5k run/
walk and kid’s halfmile fun run is perfect for all ages. Top three overall male and female
finishers and the top finisher in each age group will receive awards. Register at dakotahsport.com/turkeytrot.
All enterprises owned and operated by your neighbor, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. To
learn more about the SMSC, please visit shakopeedakota.org.
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office

Mental health team assists
deputies with crisis intervention

The Sheriff’s Office is always looking for ways to improve and expand the services available to our citizens experiencing mental illness. We are continuously
evaluating internal programming, leveraging and attempting to expand resources,
and identifying new innovative ways that we can positively impact someone’s life
and keep them out of the criminal justice system.
Undoubtedly, Scott County has seen an increase in need for mental health services. Our goal is to be able to support each person quickly and with quality care
that sets them up for ongoing success in their lives and in the community. To do
so, resources must be available in our community and we need to be certain that
our staff is equipped to properly recognize and respond to mental health challenges.
Beginning in 2014, the Scott County Board adopted an approach wherein mental
illness would not be criminalized. From this, the Board Strategy Workgroup was
formed -- including members from the Sheriff’s Office, Savage Police Department,
Scott County Social Services, the Scott County Jail, Public Health, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), the County Attorney’s Office, Scott County Community Corrections, and community mental health providers. This group identified
gaps in the mental health care system, including the need for a community-based
mobile mental health crisis response team and Intensive Residential Treatment Services (IRTS).
Mobile Mental Health Crisis services in Scott County underwent a recent
change from being a service provided
jointly by Carver and Scott Counties to
now having Canvas Health as the Scott
County-specific service provider. Canvas Health -- a well-established provider of mental health, chemical health,
and crisis services in the metro -- is
housed in the Law Enforcement Center
(Sheriff’s Office) in Shakopee and provides 24/7 phone triage and a mobile
response in the community for people
located in the county who are experiencing a mental health crisis.
Law enforcement is often the first
to be called to respond to people experiencing mental health emergencies.
Partnering with a mobile crisis team
reduces the number of calls to law enforcement, and reduces unnecessary
hospitalization and/or police involvement. Mobile crisis teams can offer
background information on the individual to help contextualize the situation Canvas Health now partners with
in terms of the individual’s past history the Scott County Sheriff’s Office for
and outcomes. This information can be mental health crisis intervention.
vital to helping law enforcement interact and divert individuals to appropriate care. Involving the mobile crisis team
allows law enforcement to do their primary job: Ensuring the person’s safety and
enforcing the law.
There are currently no crisis stabilization or Intensive Residential Treatment
Services (IRTS) that provide short-term inpatient care for adults with mental illness
in Scott County. Because of this, the Sheriff’s Office regularly transports patients
to cities across the state and beyond, removing them from their family and community supports. Scott County officials were able to successfully push for a bill
to provide $1.4 million in state bond proceeds toward building the proposed IRTS
facility (a building site has been identified in Savage). Guild Incorporated, a Minnesota non-profit organization that specializes in treatment and services for people
with mental illness, is currently working with Scott County to establish this facility.
Proper training also plays a crucial role in effectively responding to mental
health calls. All patrol deputies in the Sheriff’s Office have completed Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to better respond to people with mental illness. We are
working to have all 911 dispatchers and jail staff also complete the training within
the next two years. The implementation of CIT has improved our abilities to effectively, respectfully, and safely interact with persons with mental illness and subsequently divert more of them away from the criminal justice system and to mental
health services.
A real-life example of the beneficial partnership between a mobile crisis unit
and law enforcement happened recently when one of our deputies responded to a
call placed by a concerned citizen reporting an individual who was displaying signs
of distress near a very busy road. When the deputy arrived, he began to relieve
the individual’s heightened anxiety by assuring him that he was there to help and
that the individual was not in trouble. In the end, the deputy calmed the individual
down, brought him home and contacted Canvas Health. Canvas Health dispatched
a mental health practitioner who was able to identify the individual’s needs, create
a safety plan to keep him at home, and connect him with local resources that would
be of further assistance. Canvas Health is also providing stabilization services to
this individual. This situation easily could’ve become much worse; however, the
deputy was able to make the subject feel at ease by implementing the CIT tactics
he learned and immediately getting this individual connected with the services he
needs to maintain stable mental health via the mobile crisis team.
These expanded partnerships and resources, new residential treatment options,
and supplementary specialized trainings, will undoubtedly improve the services
provided by the Sheriff’s Office and benefit those experiencing mental health issues.

“Comfort “animals such as pigs, turkeys, and snakes will not be able to travel
with passengers aboard planes under a new law passed this year.

Law Library News

New laws may affect you

Unmarried Parents, HF3295:
Unmarried parents that agree on
child custody, child support, and parenting time will now be treated the
same as divorced parents. They can
file a joint petition as long as the petition includes a Recognition of Parentage that says there is no other alleged
or presumed father. This will allow
them to go before a judge without going through the whole family court
process.

Admission of Service in Divorce,
Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 405:
For over 20 years, the Law Library
has been telling people that their divorce begins when the other party has
them personally served. This is no
longer the case. In the interest of saving money and maybe some embarrassment, it is now possible to waive
the service of summons.
To request the summons be waived,
the petitioner (that is, the person seeking the divorce) will need to send or
deliver to the other party the following
forms: the summons, petition, a form
titled Notice of Lawsuit and Request
for Waiver of Service of Summons (CIV022A) and two copies of the Waiver
of the Service of Summons (CIV022B)
with a prepaid, self-addressed envelope so the respondent can return the
signed waiver. The paperwork can be
sent first class mail or any other reliable means.
There is a catch, though. If the
respondent (the person that is supposed to receive the divorce papers)
doesn’t sign the waiver and return it
in 30 days, the court will order the respondent to pay the costs of serving
the divorce papers and “reasonable
expenses including attorney’s fees, if
any motion is required to collect those
service expenses.” It could get very
expensive to ignore the waiver request. The waiver method of serving

is not a requirement, just another option.
The original method of service can still
be used. In the original method, the petitioner can still ask a person (someone
over the age of 18 and not a party to the
case), hire a service, or pay the Sheriff to hand-deliver the forms and complete and file the Affidavit of Personal
Service.

Oinky has to stay home! HF3157/
SF2646/CH106:

It is now a crime to knowingly misrepresent your pet as a service animal
to obtain rights or privileges granted to
someone who qualifies for a service animal under state or federal law. Federal
law defines a service animal as “any dog
that is individually trained to do work
or perform tasks for the benefit of an
individual with a disability. Other species of animals, whether wild or domestic, trained or untrained, are not service
animals.”
According to Delta Airlines, “Reports of animals urinating and defecating
or biting have spiked some 84 percent in
the last few years,” forcing Delta to get
tougher on some of the roughly 250,000
service or support animals that travel on
its planes every year. “Customers have
attempted to fly with comfort turkeys,
gliding possums (known as sugar gliders), snakes, spiders, and more, ignoring
the true intent of existing rules governing the transport of service and support
animals can be a disservice to customers
who have real and documented needs.”
So it looks like Oinky, Spidey, Gobble, and Possum will all have to stay
home.
There are many more laws that took
effect August 1, 2018. Summaries of
all laws passed by the 2018 Legislature
is available online from nonpartisan
House Public Information Services at

http://www.house.mn/newlaws/#/
search/2018.

Sight in guns Oct. 20, 28

With deer hunting rapidly approaching, the SCALE Public Safety Training Facility shooting range will be open for hunters to sight their guns. The
range will be monitored by trained range safety personnel during the public
shooting times.

Public rifle and shotgun
slug shooting dates and
times are:
Saturday, October 20,
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunday, October 28,
12 noon – 4 p.m.

The fee to use the facility range is $15 for 20 minutes of shooting time.
Reservations are not required. Check the RTF website at mn-scottcounty.
civicplus.com/833/Regional-Public-Safety-Training-Facility for additional
info. For questions or info contact Mike Briese, Facility Manager at (952)
496-8948 or via email at mbriese@co.scott.mn.us

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Naval ships built at Port Cargill during WWII

By Karly Lunda
Scott County Historical Society Intern
On Sept. 7, 1942, Minnesota builders in Port Cargill, Savage laid down the bones of a ship that would
go on to sail to Manila, Tulagi, Tokyo, Shanghai, and
further. Cargill Inc., now the largest private agriculture company in Minnesota, won a commission from
the U.S. Navy to provide ships during WWII. Cargill
would go on to orchestrate the construction of twentyfour ships -- among them, the USS Agawam.
The Scott County Historical Society recently
opened a new exhibit titled “Tools of the Trade” designed by their summer intern, Karly. The exhibit focusses on our perception of tools: What are they, really? And how our changing lifestyles demand changes
in tools themselves. The USS Agawam (nicknamed the
“galloping ghost”), a gasoline tanker, is among one of
the largest (and frankly the coolest) tools produced in
Scott County. It is a perfect example of how tools carry
our stories with them wherever they go.
News of the war reached Scott County daily. Advertisements for war bonds and junk drives peppered
the local newspapers, but the new shipyard in Savage
didn’t get much publicity. A brief article appeared in
the Jordan Independent titled “They Call it ‘Port Cargill,’ It was Hamilton, Is Savage.” Then, on Labor Day
in 1942 -- 76 years ago -- the Jordan Independent published another article announcing, “Two Keels Laid
Monday at Savage.” The war effort in Scott County
had taken on new meaning; instead of merely reacting
to the need for scrap, sugar, and other rationed materials, the 3,500 workers employed at Port Cargill were
providing machinery that would be used on the front
lines, supplying fuel and supplies where they were
needed most.
Workers at Port Cargill had to fight nature to get
the ships from Savage to the Gulf of Mexico, a distance of 2,000 miles. This was a long interior journey
through which to navigate an ocean-intended vessel.
The Minnesota River, only 3.5 feet deep, first had to be
dredged to a depth of nine feet before the tankers could
transport the ship to the larger Mississippi River. This
14 miles of river-deepening cost a total of $250,000.
Not only this, but during 1943, the Minnesota River
flooded, blocking roads to get to Port Cargill. In spite
of this, production wasn’t stopped; instead, employees
were ferried to the drydocks to continue working.
Port Cargill and shipyards on Lake Superior made
history in the war effort in other ways, such as allowing women to work in the shipyards for the first
time. The shortage of men of working age forced this
change. This soon became a monumental advancement, drawing publicity to the launching of these Minnesota ships that took the meaning of “all hands on
deck” to a new level. The five Dionne sisters, the first
set of quintuplets to survive birth, visited Superior,
Wisconsin’s shipyards to raise publicity for the effort.
Each “launched” a ship was an event that brought

The “bones” of the USS Agawan, a WWII Naval
ship built at Port Cargill in Savage by local men
and women.

The Agawam and other Naval vessels built in
Savage had to be carefully navigated down the
Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers to the sea.

A crowd gathered for the launching of the Genesee.

15,000 people to the yards. A crowd also gathered in
the smaller Port Cargill, as the Agawam slid into the
Minnesota River in just 14 seconds; so quickly that
a Mrs. Jacobs of Minneapolis didn’t even have time
to smash the ceremonial bottle of Champagne on the
ship’s hull.
The Agawam and the many ships launched from
Port Cargill carried the stories of the builders with
them, their labor made real with every action of the
ship and its crew.
Many of Port Cargill’s ships went on the serve in
the Korean and Vietnam wars, and some are around
even today, in Naval Reserve fleets and museums.
While these ships were, in essence, mere tools, they
represented the exceptional dedication and perseverance of Scott County residents during a time that demanded these qualities of every citizen.
To learn more about Port Cargill, the Tools of the
Trade exhibit, and the history of Scott County, visit the
Scott County Historical Society at 235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee, 55379.

A poster asking Americans to recycle goods for
the war effort.

Correction: In the most recent SCENE, SCHS published an article written by Dennis Dvorak. After the
author submitted the paper article to SCHS, several
words were misspelled in the retyping process. We
apologize to Mr. Dvorak and SCENE readers for this
mistake.

Solve mysteries, honor veterans with SCHS
October 18,
3 – 5 p.m.
-- All Things
Minnesota
Book Club.
October’s
selection is A
Gentleman in
Moscow by
Amor Towles.
New members
are always
welcome!

Scott County
Libraries are once
again partnering
to thank veterans
for their service.
Visit your local
library during the
week proceeding
Veterans Day and make a card for
a member of your local veteran
community.

featuring costumed house tours,
wine, hors d’oeuvres, and intrigue.
Tickets $28 ea. ($25 for SCHS and
BPHS members). Limited space,
reserve your ticket now for great
Halloween Mystery fun -- https://
bit.ly/2QnUPbH.

October Book
Club selection

October 19, 8 am. – 1 p.m. -Shakopee Senior Expo, Shakopee
West Jr High. SCHS will be at the
Shakopee Senior Expo with a talk
about the history of sports in Scott
County!
October 26, 6:30
- 8 p.m. – History
Untapped, A
Jazz Age Murder
Mystery in Belle
Plaine. A furtive
fundraiser for the Scott County and
Belle Plaine Historical Societies

October 25, 6 – 8 p.m. – Scott
County Crazy Quilters. Join in
the handcraft fun; all levels of skill
are welcome. Free! (SCHS requests
that Quilters become members of
the SCHS.)
October 27, 10:30 – 11;15 a.m.
-- Kids Kraft. Celebrate the
season by making
some spooky
shadow puppets
and hearing a
Halloween tale.
Free, registrations requested -https://bit.ly/2y51hgl.
November 3, 1 – 4 p.m. – BeerBaseball-Bus Tour. Jump on
a vintage bus for tours of the
Geisenbrau Bier Co in New Prague,

A vintage bus tour is planned.

and u4ic Brewing in Blakeley
Township; special guest Ryan
Barland talks Townball on the
bus. Tickets include vintage bus
ride, two free beers, snacks, and
Townball talk. Tickets $35 each or
$30 for SCHS members. Tickets
at https://bit.ly/2ByCLA7. Tour
begins at Geisenbrau Bier (1306 1st
St NE, New Prague).
November 5 – 10, Thank a
Veteran Card Making. Scott
County Historical Society and the

November 15, 3 – 5 p.m. – All
Things Minnesota Book Club.
November’s selection is Gone
to Dust by Matt Goldman. New
members are always welcome!
November 17,
10:30 – 11:15
a.m. -- Kids
Kraft. Join us
for a harvest
themed craft
and story. Free,
registrations requested -- https://bit.
ly/2DOoQA1.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Check out library resources for veterans

The Scott County Veterans Service
Office recently received the DVD “The
Vietnam War,” a PBS documentary
by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick. We
also have the book based on the film.
Most veterans and residents may not be
aware of our library’s existence. We
have both historical non-fiction and fiction. Both the book and film are very
well done. To check out our library
resources, visit our office at the Scott
County Government Center on 4th Ave. DVDs are available at the Scott County
W, Shakopee.
Veterans Service Office.

Thank a Veteran Lunch!

The Veterans Service Office will be hosting our annual lunch for Scott County
veterans. It will be held on Tuesday, November 6, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Law Enforcement Center. The lunch is free for veterans and $6 per person for
non-veterans. This is always a fun event, and a great opportunity for us to socialize
with and say thank you to our veterans. This is also Election Day -- so get out and
vote, then join us for lunch!

Get your veteran status on Driver’s License

You can now get your veteran status on your Minnesota Driver’s License. We
get many requests for an ID to verify veteran status to use at private businesses for
discounts, and this will probably be the easiest way to get a government issued ID
that verifies you as a veteran. You will need to provide a copy of your DD214 to
apply. The State of Minnesota will verify eligibility. There is no additional fee;
you will only pay the license renewal fee. So next time your license comes up for
renewal, add your veteran’s status. Our office can help you obtain a copy of your
DD214 if you don’t have or can’t find one.

Taxpayers with dependents
should check withholding
Taxpayers who have children and
other dependents should use the Withholding Calculator on www.irs.gov to
perform a “paycheck checkup.” The Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, passed late last year,
includes changes that will affect 2018
tax returns that people will file in 2019.
Doing a checkup will help taxpayers determine if they need to adjust their
withholding on their paychecks. The earlier they do this, the better. The sooner
someone checks it, the more time there
is for withholding to take place evenly
during the rest of the year. Waiting until
later in the year means there are fewer
pay periods to make the tax changes.
The new law made changes to the
child tax credit and personal exemptions. Taxpayers should do a paycheck
checkup to determine if the tax law
changes could affect their tax situation
this year. Here is an overview of the
changes to the law that could affect the
withholding of parents and caretakers:

Child tax credit:
•
•

The maximum child tax credit
increased from $1,000 to $2,000
per qualifying child.
The credit now phases out at
$400,000 for couples and $200,000
for singles, compared with 2017
amounts of $110,000 for couples
and $75,000 for singles.

Additional child tax credit:
•
•

The maximum additional child tax
credit increased from $1,000 to
$1,400.
The ACTC is a refundable credit
for taxpayers who owe little or no
federal income tax.

Credit for other dependents:
•

There’s a new $500 credit that
can benefit taxpayers who support
other dependents. The taxpayer
will claim the credit when filing a

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Library News

Library offers finance, tax
workshops, ACT test prep class
Programs for Adults
Club Book Author Event:
Julia Glass

Join the Prior Lake Library and Club
Prior in welcoming Julia Glass to our
fall Club Book program on Monday,
Oct. 15, at 7 p.m.
Ms. Glass won the National Book
Award for her debut book, Three Junes
(2002), which follows the lives and
loves of a Scottish family over the
course of a full decade. Glass is also
a prize-winning short fiction writer, and
a frequent anthology collaborator. Her
new full-length novel, A House Among
the Trees, centers around the childhood
secrets and shocking last will and testament of a world-renowned children’s
book author. Glass’s books “[may…]
seem like small domestic dramas, but
they open up to consider expansive topics that might have seemed far outside
their scope.”

Personal Finance Classes

Struggling with the household budget, managing credit cards, or grappling
with health insurance? Come to one
of the University of
Minnesota
Extension Office’s workshops, presented by
a Financial Capability Educator. These
workshops are free, but registration is
required -- register at www.scottlib.org/
Events.
• Oct. 10, 3 – 4 p.m., Smart Use:
Smart Actions for Using Your
Health Insurance – Prior Lake
Library
• Oct. 16, 6 - 7:30 p.m., Budgeting
Basics – Savage Library
• Oct. 23, 1:30 – 3 p.m.,
Understanding and Estimating
Healthcare Costs – Savage Library

$

Small Business Tax Workshop

•

tax return.
For purposes of this new credit,
other dependents include
qualifying children or qualifying
relatives, such as a college student
or an elderly parent.

Personal exemption
•

The new law removes the personal
exemption that taxpayers formerly
claimed for themselves, their
spouse, and dependents.

The Withholding Calculator allows
taxpayers to enter their expected 2018
income, deductions, adjustments, and
credits – including the child tax credit.
Users can click on definitions in the
calculator for help in figuring out who
qualifies for these expanded credits.
For information about how to use the
calculator and how to change withholding, taxpayer can check out the IRS Tax
Reform Tax Tips on IRS.gov.
Taxpayers may also need to determine if they should make adjustments to
their state or local withholding. Contact
the MN Department of Revenue.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson, U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or
shawnaft@umn.edu
Source: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-with-children-otherdependents-should-check-withholdingasap

Do you feel that your small business
is paying too much in taxes? Feeling
overwhelmed by doing your end-of-theyear business taxes? Join CPA Curt Enestvedt on Nov. 6 between 1:30 and 3
p.m. at the Shakopee Library as he leads
you through the ins and outs of small
business taxes.

nurse had been violently murdered, and
cub reporter Joe Kimball just happened
to be on the scene. Mr. Kimball will talk
about the case and his book, Secrets of
the Congdon Mansion, at the Shakopee
Library on Nov. 13, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

Programs for Kids
ACT Test Prep

The library is again hosting ACT
Test Prep sessions for free at the Scott
County Government Center computer
lab (200 Fourth Ave West, Shakopee) on
Friday, Oct. 19. Participants will:
• Take an ACT Pre-Test to find out
what areas to work on.
• Take a Practice Test in one area of
the test, and get an estimated ACT
score in that area.
• Get more free resources for
working on those areas at home
before the real ACT.
Registration is required, as space
is limited to just 16 students: Register before Thursday, Oct. 18 at bit.
ly/2wpwR8R or by calling your local library. An afternoon session will
be added if the morning session fills
up. Contact Ally at (952) 496-8010 for
more information.

October Escape Rooms
for Teens and Adults

The Scott County Library Teen Advisory Board will host a free “Escape
the Upside Down” escape room event
for teens in October, and an “Escape
the Upside Down” session for adults as
a fundraiser ($10 donation per person)
at the Prior Lake Library. While trapped
in a mysterious place called the “Upside
Down,” players will search for secret
compartments, find hidden clues, and
leverage skills with teammates to find
Will and escape the dreaded demogorgon. Inspired by “Stranger Things,” but
familiarity with the show is not required
to succeed. Registration is required, so
sign up in advance at bit.ly/2vPa0oG or
by calling or visiting the library.

•

Joe Kimball Author Event

Have you driven past the Glensheen
Mansion in Duluth on your way up the
North Shore? Do you know about the
murder that occurred there? On June
27, 1977, it was discovered that reclusive heiress Elisabeth Congdon and her

•

Escape the Upside Down
Teen Escape Room
(free, ages 12-18):

Friday, Oct. 26, 5:15 - 6:15
p.m. at the Prior Lake Library,
(952) 447-3375.

Escape the Upside Down
Adult Escape Room
($10 donation, ages 19+):

Friday, Oct. 26, 7 - 8 p.m., Prior
Lake Library, (952) 447-3375.

Land Rent Workshops
offered by U of M Extension

Land rental rates are one of the most
important financial topics farmers and
landowners deal with. To learn important skills necessary to successfully
manage and negotiate farmland rental
arrangements, attend an upcoming Land
Rent Seminar hosted by the University
of Minnesota Extension Ag Business
Management Extension Educator, David Bau. The program will cover historical land rental rates and contract management (including lease types, tools to
assist with determining a fair rental rate,
and improving negotiation skills). All
of these are aimed at making contract
negotiations fair and reasonable for producers and landowners.
In Scott County, Land Rent Seminars

will be held:

Wednesday, Nov. 14, 1:30 - 3:30
p.m. Elko New Market Library, 110
J. Roberts Way, Elko New Market
Friday, Dec. 14, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Scott County Extension Office at
Scott County Fairgrounds (room 1),
7151- 190th Street West, Jordan
For further discussion of land rental
rates, sample leases, and decision-making tools, contact Colleen Carlson, Extension Educator, Ag Production Systems in Carver and Scott Counties via
email at traxl042@umn.edu or call the
Scott County Extension office at (952)
492-5386.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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CAP Agency coordinates community giving

By Joseph Vaughan
CAP Agency Executive Director
Autumn is here, the weather is cooling, and kids are back in school. CAP
Agency is proud that we were once
again able to offer our school supply
distribution program to ensure that all
students have what they need to succeed
this year. This year, we teamed up with
local schools, businesses, churches, and
organizations to collect 2,188 backpacks
filled with 35,000 school supplies!
The level of generosity from our
community was truly inspiring. Thanks
to organizations like Shakopee Target,
Pearson Elementary School, Hormel,
Shutterfly, Eaton, United Way, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Lions Tap, River Hills United Methodist Church, Glen Lake Elementary,
Entegris, Rave Sports, Canterbury Park,
Friendship Church, Daisy Troop 27291,
and so many more, we were able to distribute backpacks filled with school supplies to over 1,600 local students. Even
more were given out at Project Community Connect on Sept. 12! We could
not have done this without you, and we

thank everyone who donated items.

Hope for the Holidays

We’ll keep this community momentum going as we begin our annual Hope
for the Holidays program. Once again,
this program will include both Adopt-aFamily and a toy distribution program
for families in need this winter and
holiday season. We are adding a new
aspect to the program this year as well
– Adopt-a-Senior! This year, donors
may choose to adopt a family and shop
for gifts off their wish list, donate toys,
and adopt a senior by putting together
a gift basket of household items! More
information can be found at www.capagency.org/community-outreach/hopefor-the-holidays. Donor sign-ups will
be online this year and will open Nov.
14. Information on program eligibility
and client sign-ups can be found on our
website as well.

Give Where You Live Gala

Also coming up this November is
our annual Give Where You Live Gala.
This event is a special evening to cele-

brate the work that CAP has done in the
past year in our community and to support our efforts in the coming year. The
event will be held on Nov. 14 at 5:30
p.m. at the Ames Center in Burnsville.
Reserve your ticket and find more information at www.capagency.com/gala.
The Give Where You Live Gala is
part of the kick-off to our year-end campaign. In the past year, CAP has helped
more than 29,000 individuals and family on the road to self-sufficiency, empowering them through education and
programs like Hope for the Holidays,
Housing and Emergency Services, Crisis Nursery, Head Start, Senior Nutrition, WIC, and more. This work would
not be possible without the support
and partnership of our community. I
encourage you to attend the gala, celebrate with us, and learn how you can be
part of the movement to fight poverty,
help people, and change lives right here
at home. You can always contact us
and find more information by going to

www.capagency.org or emailing info@
capagency.org. Thank you for your support in the past year, and I look forward
to seeing what we will accomplish together in the coming year. Remember,
We Are All Connected.

With help of businesses,
County recycling rate
surpassed 53% in 2017
In 1989, the Legislature adopted
comprehensive legislation based on the
recommendations of the Governor’s
Select Committee on Recycling and
the Environment (SCORE). This set
of laws initiated state funding for programs on recycling, as well as waste
reduction and the improved management of household hazardous wastes
and problem materials. The legislation
provided the basis for programs that are
long-term and flexible within the scope
of waste reduction, recycling, and problem materials management.
In early January of each year, the
Scott County Environmental Services
contacts local businesses to determine
how much they recycled during the
previous year. A form is sent out that
asks for recycling information, which
includes paper products (such as cardboard and office paper) and other recyclables, such as metals, glass, and plastics. For some businesses, it also may
include electronic equipment (e-waste)
and appliances. There is no obligation
for these businesses to submit any information, but these data are valuable
to calculate the recycling rate for Scott
County.
This information provided by businesses becomes part of an annual
SCORE report the County is required to
submit to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). The state provides funding to counties from dedicated solid waste tax revenue that provides
a stable funding source for recycling
and waste reduction programs. Funding
from the SCORE program can be used
for a wide range of activities at the local
level, including recycling, efforts to reduce waste (source reduction), operate a
household hazardous waste (HHW) facility, and educational programs. Each
county uses various tools that they feel

are appropriate for their population and
the challenges of the local waste stream.
In 2017, the total amount of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected
in Scott County was 143,267.46 tons.
The amount of material recycled was
76,922.91 tons, which calculates to approximately 53.7 percent being recycled. This recycling rate also includes
yard and food waste that was collected
and turned into compost that has many
uses such as landscaping projects.
So because of the recycling by area
businesses, everyone in Scott County
benefits from funding that is used to further educate the public on solid waste
issues. Scott County Environmental
Services would like to acknowledge all
the following businesses that submitted
data on what they recycled beyond what
is normally recycled from residential
collections in 2017.

Thank you to these Scott
County businesses for their
major recycling efforts and for
submitting reports that help
provide additional funding for
recycling programs in Scott
County:
BF Nelson Corp.
Canterbury Park
Chart, Inc,
Cub Foods Savage
Endres Food Processing
Fremont Industries Inc.
Home Depot Shakopee
Miratech Prior Lake
Quad Graphics
Rosemount, Inc.
Sams Club Shakopee
Seagate Technology
Shutterfly
Silgan Containers Corp.

If your business would like to submit
information about your recycling activities, please contact Steve Steuber in the
Environmental Health Department at
(952) 496-8473 or at ssteuber@co.scott.
mn.us.

Nearly 2,200 backpacks were filled with 35,000 school supplies (above). They
were then distributed to families in need..
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Prior Lake homeowner stabilizes shoreline
Once the water receded after the
2014 flooding, Chris Short went out to
survey the damage in his backyard. It
was worse than he expected. The retaining wall that was installed in 1990
to keep the shoreline in place was now
sitting in a heap on the edge of Prior
Lake. The high-water levels during the
flood caused the wall to collapse, leaving the bank completely exposed. The
edge of the lawn that had been against
the wall was now breaking off in chunks
and falling into the lake.
He knew he needed to take action,
because the erosion was not going to
stop on its own. Chris did not necessarily like the idea of putting in another retaining wall because the last one failed
when it was needed most. He wanted
something that would look nice and require minimal maintenance, plus stand
up to flooding, wave action, and overland flow.
After asking around to see who could
help him with his shoreline, Chris was
directed to the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan. He attended a free shoreline stabilization workshop they held in fall 2016
and began to work with Scott SWCD

employee Todd Kavitz.
Todd proposed reshaping the shoreline to make it less steep, then planting
the area to native plants. Native plants
have very long roots, which make them
great shoreline stabilizers because
those roots hold the soil in place. And
once established, native plantings have
beautiful flowers and are great wildlife
habitat. Chris liked the idea because it
would “… create a natural setting while
helping to clean up Prior Lake.”
The Scott SWCD worked with Chris
to create a design for the shoreline that
would work for him and fix his erosion
problem. Scott SWCD assisted Chris in
applying for cost-share for 75 percent
of the cost of the shoreline stabilization
project, which he received. The costshare funds were made available by
the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed
District.
Because of the technical and financial help Chris received, he was able to
naturally stabilize his shoreline. The
area was regraded and planted to native seeds in June 2017. This spring, 72
native plant plugs were added near the
bottom of the shoreline for additional
stabilization.

The 2014 flood caused this retaining
wall on Prior Lake to completely
collapse.

Native plantings take a few years to
get established, and just over a year has
passed since Chris seeded his shoreline. Chris has had to do some work
on his shoreline this summer, including clipping the planting down before
the weeds in the planting went to seed.
With a few more years of maintenance,
the shoreline will become even more
beautiful and will continue to stabilize
the shoreline for years to come. For

The homeowner received technical
and financial assistance from Scott
SWCD to restore the shoreline with
native plantings that will prevent
erosion and provide natural beauty.

Chris, putting in a native shoreline is
worth it because the native plants are
good for the lake and he gets to see the
flowers in bloom.
If you live on a lake and would like
to create a more natural shoreline, contact the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425.
They can help you design a native shoreline that works for you, and financial assistance may be available. You can do
your part for water quality… and beautify your shoreline!

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
says that one in three women – and one in four men
-- have been victims of some form of physical violence by an intimate partner within their lifetime. This
is a staggering statistic! There is little else that affects
1/3 to 1/4 of our population. Here is an excerpt from a
thank you letter that the Southern Valley Alliance for
Battered Women received from a student that heard
their presentation in school:
Thank you very much for coming and bringing awareness to abusive relationships. I personally
haven’t been in a relationship where there was abuse,
but my mom has. My stepdad would repeatedly bring
her down and make her feel like she isn’t doing anything around the house or enough for him, but she
does the most she can and tries and tries to make him
happy but he never is. He would always point out ev-

erything she is doing wrong. One time he tackled her
to the ground and she had all these bruises from him.
I don’t get to see my dad often enough to have another
example of what a healthy relationship looks like. I go
home every day to witness an abusive and unhealthy
relationship. Thank you for talking about a serious
situation that people should be made aware of.

“I wish I could say that it was an anomaly,” said
Stephanie Smith, Community Engagement Coordinator for the Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women. “But it isn’t, as much of the feedback I receive includes similar stories.”
I thought your presentation was good and I can’t
really say I learned anything new and I can’t really
say it was worthwhile because I was emotionally and
physically abused by my mom for 14 years and I al-

ready knew about everything you talked about. But for
other kids, I can tell they learned a lot.
The theme this year is #1Thing. If everyone did
#1Thing to help end domestic violence, our total
#1Things could change our society. Students like the
ones above who shared their stories could grow up
knowing what a healthy relationship should be. You
can make a difference in their lives, and in other lives
affected by domestic violence by volunteering, making a donation to SVABW, talking about domestic violence with your friends and family, asking Stephanie
to come into your work or place of worship to give
a presentation, talking to your legislator, and much
more.
What #1Thing are you going to do? Awareness +
Action = Social Change.

