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Autumn Fare set for Oct. 6
Event at fairgrounds features
agricultural and cultural
activities, food, entertainment
Page 2

County Fair fun

Generosity abounds

Learn how volunteers and donors
are helping those in need
Pages 10 &11

The weather was good, entertainment was plentiful, and the crowds were large at the Scott County Fair held
July 25-29. From the horse and cattle shows, to music acts, a strong man competition, the grandstand shows,
the Miracle of Birth Center, harmonica and pottery lessons, and more, there was something for everyone to
enjoy. Above, Jason D’Vaude performed one of several One Man Circus Shows. See more photos on page 7.

County now offers ePermits

Many ePermits for certain township residential building, plumbing,
and mechanical projects are now
available online.

Spring Lake Trailgate
Enjoy a free Fall celebration Sept.
29 at Spring Lake Regional Park

What is the ePermit process?
Five simple steps!
1. Register as a user (you only
need to do this once).
2. Apply and pay for a permit.
3. The Scott County Building
Department will review your
application.
4. When the permit is approved,
then…
5. Print out the permit card for
posting on the project site.

Why spend time in line when
you can apply for an ePermit online? Permits applied for between
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. will be processed
just as quickly as if you were at the
counter, and permits applied for after
4 p.m. will be processed no later than
the following business day.
What kinds of permits will be
available through the ePermit system? The Scott County Electronic
Permit (ePermit) option is a quick
and convenient method of obtaining
permits that do not require plan re-

ePERMITS to page 5

County Relay for Life team gears
up to fight cancer at Aug. 24 event
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What will you need to get
an ePermit?
• Be sure that the project location
is within one of Scott County’s
11 townships.
• A valid email address for
registration purposes.
• A credit card for payment (Visa,
Master Card, American Express,
or Discover).
• Access to a printer (to print a

PDF of the granted permit to
post on the job site).

Cancer patients don’t stop when they are tired, and
neither does the County’s employee team that annually
participates in the Scott County Relay for Life. This summer, the team – called Scott County on the Track -- is on
its way to adding thousands of dollars in donations to the
$60,000 they’ve raised for the American Cancer Society
in the last ten years.
Since its inception in 1998, the Scott County Relay
for Life has raised over $2.6 million for cancer research,
advocacy, and patient services. The major fundraiser has
been held each summer in Shakopee, according to longtime chair Ruby Winings of Shakopee, with this year’s
event set for Friday, Aug. 24 from 6 p.m. to midnight at its
new location (Huber Park, 150 Fillmore St. N., Shakopee).
The Relay opening ceremony will include a cancer
survivor and caregiver opening walk, followed by live
bands, food trucks serving from 5:30 to 9 p.m., beverages,
games, and five hours of walking by at least 20 teams,
including the Scott County employee team that has been
involved almost since the event’s inception.
A luminaria ceremony will take place at 10 p.m. Bags
decorated to honor people affected by cancer, including
those who have died, have candles placed in them and
are lit to offer comfort and hope. The bags line the walk-

Members of last year’s Relay for Life employee
team, Scott County on the Track, included (l. to r.)
Mary Kaye Doerr, Jean Sinell, Karen Kreuser, Ellen
Paulson, and Margaret Sames.

ing trails and spell out the word HOPE during the lighting ceremony. A donation of $10 is requested for each
bag; contact any team member or visit RelayforLife.org/
scottcountymn for more information.
The Scott County employee team, captained by Karen
Kreuser (who also serves on the Relay for Life CommitRELAY FOR LIFE to page 5
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

I will be retiring, but I know the
County will maintain a terrific team

At the end of June, I formally notified the County Board that I would be retiring
at the end of the year. While I had previously made them aware that my retirement
was not far off, my letter set the final date.  After slightly more than 40 years, I think
it is time to move on, and, while I will miss much of the good work the County does
– I am truly looking forward to being employed solely by my wife, Linda.
Over the last four decades, I have seen the County more than triple in size –
both as a community and as an organization – and experience considerable change.
From periods of great prosperity and growth to those of hardship and recession, I
have been privileged to work with County Board members and staff who truly care
about the people living and working within the County. And while I sometimes get
credit for things that have been accomplished, the credit honestly belongs to everyone within the organization as collectively they are a terrific team – and as the old
saying goes: “There is no I in Team.”
The County’s team is truly comprised of a group of people, each of them a
unique individual who manages to hang on to their uniqueness while at the same
time coming together to collectively serve our residents. This unique group brings
with them an array of ideas, expertise, perspectives, and approaches to providing
services and meeting the needs of the County. The value of our differences is that
it fosters debate, exploration, and a wide range of possibilities to move the County
forward. It also affords the organization an internal system of checks and balances
as what one person may not recognize, another may pick up on – allowing our
group to avoid many errors and validate our decisions. Over the years, the outcome
has been that we have improved, considerably, our successes. As I prepare for
retirement, I am very comforted by those who will continue the work that we are
doing, and I wanted to take a few moments to reflect upon what has already been
done and what is still being pursued.
A very high priority for the County Board throughout my tenure has been to provide long-term fiscal stability and the level of services necessary to meet mandates
and citizen expectations while at the same time minimizing tax impacts. And over
the past decade, the County’s team has certainly delivered on this goal, with levy
increases averaging about the same as inflation – less than two percent annually.  
At the same time, the County has improved its fiscal position, improving our fund
balance to recommended levels and moving from a double A to a triple A bond rating – which is significant.  Through the steady work of Lezlie Vermillion and Mary
Keen, our capital improvement program is better funded, managed, and defined.  
And even further, our budget process has been steadily improving.  I am confident
that Lezlie, Danny Lenz, and Steve Jones will continue to move the County to a true
priority-based budgeting system.
Economic growth and development that would spur job creation has also been
a high priority for the Board. As we often do, Scott County took a different path
than most counties, and the results have been terrific.  Inspired by Lezlie and Lisa
Freese, the County’s focus on transportation infrastructure has been phenomenal.
Understanding that transportation and land use decisions are key to economic success, these two individuals have moved Scott County’s transportation infrastructure
ahead faster than anyone might have ever imagined.
Led by Brad Davis, the County took a very detailed look at when and how the
County should approach economic development incentives. The result was the
creation of a targeted and practical policy that provides for various programs geared
toward all facets of economic development in a reasoned and fiscally conservative
manner.  The County developed a significant fiber optics backbone to reduce our
own costs, assist our cities and schools, and then also positioned it to be an incentive to attract businesses. Implemented and overseen by Perry Mulcrone, the County’s fiber assets are now aiding a variety of businesses (through public and private
partnerships) that have created thousands of new jobs. Working in tandem with
our cities and the Scott County CDA, we created what I would term an economic
development “clearinghouse” known as the First Stop Shop. Managed by Stacy
Crakes, this group provides assistance to our cities, to site locaters, to the regional
economic development partnership, and directly to businesses. Today, the County
has a very focused and robust economic development capability that provides assistance to small start-ups, second-stage growth companies, and large enterprises, and
the County has seen over eight thousand new jobs from participating businesses.
Although taxes and economic development have been at the top of the list, issues related to public health, drug addiction, mental health, and early childhood development have also been addressed in reasonable and practical ways. The County’s Treatment Court, championed by Judges Stacy and Wilton, is truly changing
lives. Jake Grussing has led creative methods to expand the County’s libraries
and reading programs. Terry Raddatz and Pam Selvig have been responsible for
the County’s school-linked mental health program, the addition of a mobile crisis
response program, and the development of an Intensive Residential Treatment Services (IRTS) facility that have and will continue to greatly improve the County’s
ability to respond to and aid those with mental health problems.
Key to many of the County’s successes has been the ongoing partnerships
developed through the Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency
(SCALE). Through SCALE, we have collaboratively worked on issues involving public safety, transportation, and criminal prosecutions, just to name a few.
Work related to SCALE runs through many departments, but the ongoing efforts of
Tracy Cervenka and Deb Brazil in County Administration have been vital in making SCALE function.
During some difficult fiscal times, this team has managed to keep our levy increases at roughly the rate of inflation, maintain a very good level of service, and
move this County forward in many wonderful ways. And while I may be departing,
this team stays in place providing me -- as a resident of the County -- the comfort
of knowing Scott County is in good hands.

The pie contest and auction are popular attractions at Autumn Fare.

Autumn Fare set for Oct.
6 at County Fairgrounds

The Scott County Agricultural Society will be hosting Autumn Fare on Saturday, Oct. 6 at the Scott County Fairgrounds. This free fall event begins with
a delicious Farmer’s Breakfast from 8
to 11 a.m. Food and music will be available throughout the event.
Sheep shearing will be done by Larry
Kiewel, and the Belle Plaine and Jordan
FFA Chapters will be providing agricultural education and entertainment for everyone, particularly families with children. Friends from “The Landing” in
Shakopee will be at Autumn Fare in period costumes, demonstrating and talking about pioneer life, farming, gardening, campfire cooking (Julia’s famous
cornbread!). The Halloran Family will
be demonstrating “Dutch Oven” campfire cooking. The Scott County Sheriff’s
Office Mounted Patrol will be demonstrating their training techniques in the
south arena, and the Minnesota Gypsy
Vanner Horse Club will provide demonstrations. Scott Carver Master Gardeners will also be in attendance, and the
Scott County Extension will be on hand
with educational demonstrations.
The event will again feature the successful pie contest (apple, pumpkin, and
any other categories) and pie auction
and the third annual wool/fleece con-

test and auction, one of only two such
events held in the state. Local wool producers, please bring your best fleeces to
show and sell!
Minnesota Valley Riders Saddle
Club will be holding a club fun show in
the north arena that day. You can also
enjoy rides on the antique carousel and
Ferris wheel. The grounds and Creative
Arts building will be full of local artists
and vendors of locally produced fiber,
yarn, and other locally produced items.
Vendors welcome! Check out the Scott
County Fair link for more information
at http://scottcountyfair.org/off-season/
autumn-fare/.

Pete Giancola shared his pottery
skills at last year’s Autumn Fare.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board Meetings through October 2018
August 14
August 21
August 28

–
–
–

no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

–
–
–
-

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated otherwise above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board
agendas, and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory
committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for
attendance at meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via email at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us.  For more information regarding a specific
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click
on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are
eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently a vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections
staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are
five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District.  Advisory Board members
are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of
color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board
meets every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
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Apply now for FAST-TRACK
Business Challenge
There is still time to submit your application for the FAST-TRACK Business Challenge! Application forms,
additional information, and a threeminute video highlighting this “SharkTank-like” business competition, may
be found at www.scottfss.org/FASTTRACK. Applications will be accepted
until August 31, evaluated in September, with the top business ideas presenting their “pitch” to judges at a live event
(which will be taped on October 25 and
broadcast at a later date). The panel of
judges will be announced in August.
In order to FAST-TRACK the winners of this competition, donated cash
and professional services -- valued at
over $10,000 -- have been arranged,
including legal assistance, marketing
assistance (such as web and graphic
design), business research, mentoring
services, and a free Chamber of Commerce membership. The event is being sponsored by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC),
State Bank of Belle Plaine, and Klein
Bank. Service providers for the FASTTRACK include KC Haugen Law Firm,
Neon Lizard Creative Design, Michael
Beach Coaching & Consulting, Argos
Risk, LLC., the Savage Chamber of
Commerce, the New Prague Chamber
of Commerce, the Prior Lake Chamber
of Commerce, and the Shakopee Chamber of Commerce. Winners will also be
provided with roundtable and business
mentoring services compliments of the
Technology Village Board of Directors and the Open to Business Program.
The event is being coordinated by Scott
County First Stop Shop and Technology

Village in Prior Lake.
Free application assistance is available through the Open to Business Program, which is sponsored through the
First Stop Shop. All parties interested
in the FAST-TRACK Challenge are eligible for pre-application assistance with
business plans, strategic planning, bookkeeping set-up and training, marketing
assistance, business regulations, presentation preparation, et cetera. Post-contest assistance is also available in these
and other areas, including potential access to capital. Business Consulting
Services are free to all interested FASTTRACK applicants. If you’re interested
in applying, it is strongly suggested you
contact John Endris, Business Advisor, Open to Business Program at (612)
294-1911, (651) 216-6252, or via email
at jendris@mccdmn.org as soon as possible. For more information on this program, please see theweb site at: www.
opentobusinessmn.org
This is the second FAST-TRACK
Challenge to be held in Scott County.
The inaugural event, which was held
in October 2017, was awarded the Economic Development Association of
Minnesota’s (EDAM) Program of the
Year.
New businesses interested in applying, as well as existing businesses interested in serving as a sponsor of the event
or interested in providing a service as a
part of the prize package(s), are asked
to contact Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist, Scott County FSS at
(952) 496-8830 or via email at jfoust@
scottfss.org.

Extension Committee (2 vacancies). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner
District 4 and one youth at-large vacancy. In partnership with the University of
Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, recommending
budgets, and selecting and evaluating the Extension staff. The University of Minnesota
Extension discovers science-based solutions, delivers practical education, and engages
Minnesotans to build a better future. Together, we create a better world for today
and tomorrow by keeping our food safe and affordable; preparing today’s youth to
thrive in a complex world; ensuring Minnesota communities are strong; improving our
environment; and helping families make better decisions. The Extension Committee
meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.). For more information on
Extension, go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy McCulloch, Extension
Regional Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council consists
of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is one
vacancy in Commissioner District 1 and three vacancies in Commissioner District
3. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in development of the Strategic Plan for Health and
Human Services; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of Health
and Human Services; makes recommendations related to human services programs,
needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human
Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and
consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The
committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is a vacancy representing the Sand Creek Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations
on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program
priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven
members representing specific watershed areas.   This Board meets on the fourth
Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
•

•
•
•
•

District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
Townships.
District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5: The City of Savage.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner,
Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.
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Harmful algae blooms:
When in doubt, keep out

Environmental SCENE
By Kate Sedlacek
Environmental Health
and Waste Programs Supervisor

Environmental reviews look at
impact of projects on resources
When Minnesotans finally emerge
from the hibernation of winter, we immediately enter in to construction season. Roads, land developments, new
businesses, sand and gravel mining may
all be seen within a short drive through
Scott County. Prior to these projects
becoming a reality, there are many different permits and agencies that must
approve the plans. Quite often, before
permits are even applied for, an environmental review needs to be completed.
Environmental reviews are prompted by proposed projects that have the
potential to impact the environment
which exceed a certain threshold set by
the Minnesota Environmental Quality
Board (EQB). The goal of the review
is to identify the potentials for negative
impacts. It also provides ways to avoid
or minimize any damage to environmental resources. These steps are done
prior to obtaining the approvals and permits necessary to complete the proposed
project.
There are two types of documents
used to cover environmental reviews:
an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW). The completion of one or both of these documents
provides government units proper information needed to determine whether the
proposed project is properly assessing
environmental impacts and what mitigation would be needed.
An EAW is a document used to determine if an EIS is necessary for the pro-

posed project by defining the potential
for significant environmental impacts.
It also provides information necessary
for future required permits and provides
good information to the public regarding the scope of a project.
An EIS is a study required for any
project determined to have potential for
significant environmental impacts. The
EIS will document the extent of the impacts and also provide ways to avoid
or minimize the impacts. Through the
EIS, alternative plans or layouts may be
defined which present different levels of
impacts. An EIS does not itself impose
the measures that need to take place in
order to approve the project; it is a tool
used to provide thorough information to
the permit issuers. It is there to point out
any problems that could occur and solutions to those problems. It is then up to
the statutory authorities to carry out the
solutions within the EIS, which would
be defined by the necessary permits.
Within the steps of both the EAW
and EIS, there are review periods for
the public and necessary officials and
experts in order to ensure all the proper questions are asked and answered.
When the process is complete, any
potential impacts will have been identified along with ways to minimize or
eliminate those potential impacts. Permits and applications could then be applied for by the projects proposer, and
the environmental review documents
are referred to by those reviewing the
permits.

When temperatures climb and the
summer sun beats down, conditions
are ripe for Minnesota lakes to produce
harmful algae blooms, some of which
can be harmful to pets and humans.

What are blue-green algae?

Blue-green algae are not “algae” at
all, but types of bacteria called cyanobacteria that are normally present in
many lakes. This type of bacteria thrives
in warm, nutrient-rich water. When conditions are right, the bacteria can grow
quickly forming “blooms.”
Blue-green algal blooms are often
described as looking like pea soup or
spilled green paint. However, blooms
aren’t always large and dense, and can
sometimes cover small portions of the
lake with little visible algae present.
Blooms can also produce a swampy
odor when the cells break down.
When blue-green algal blooms produce cyanotoxins (toxins produced by
cyanobacteria) that can make humans
and animals sick, they are considered harmful. In general, algae are not
harmful.
Blue-green algae prefer warm, calm,
sunny weather and water temperatures
higher than 75 °F. Blooms usually occur
during summer and early fall, but can
occur other times of the year, if conditions are right.
Harmful algae can be found everywhere in Minnesota, but thrive in warm,
shallow, nutrient-rich lakes. They will
often be found on the downwind side of
a lake or in a secluded bay or shoreline.
What are possible health effects?
You can become sick if you swallow,
have skin contact with, or breathe in airborne water droplets while swimming,
boating, waterskiing, tubing, bathing,
or showering in water that has harmful

Does this go in my recycling bin?
Do you ever find yourself questioning whether to put
something into your recycling bin or your trash? There are a
number of items that seem like they should go into the recycling bin, but if they do, they end up causing huge headaches
for those sorting them at material processing facilities as
well as significant additional costs. The three worst problem
materials for sorting facilities are plastic bags, diapers, and
“tanglers” that consist of items like Christmas lights/wires
and garden hoses. Even though plastic bags and Christmas
lights/wires are recyclable, they need to be brought to a different facility to be recycled.

For more than 10 years, China has imported nearly half
of America’s plastic, cardboard, and mixed paper recyclables. Recently, due to excessive contamination issues, China
has banned “dirty recycling” from entering their country. This
ban has resulted in millions of tons of recycled material with
nowhere to go. Recycling contamination may be the biggest
threat to the industry. With the increased costs due to down
time untangling plastic bags and sorting other problem materials, the little things we do at home can have a huge impact on
the quality of recycled products, as well as the costs associated
with recycling.

Do NOT place these items in a curbside recycling bin.
Material
Plastic Bags
Shredded Paper

How to Manage
Recycle at many big-box stores (Kohl’s, Lowe’s, Target, Walmart, Cub Foods)
Place in a paper bag and bring to Dakota County’s Recycling Zone or go to this website
for locations to drop your shredded paper: https://twincitiesonthecheap.com/your-guideto-free-paper-shredding-in-the-twin-cities/
Styrofoam
Place in a household garbage container
Window Glass/Mirrors/ Dishes Place in a household garbage container
“Tanglers” Extension Cords/
Wires

Bring to a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility or scrap metal recycler. Scott
County HHW accepts these free of charge.

Foam Packing Peanuts

Some packing stores accept these (UPS/FedEx, etc.), otherwise place in your household
garbage container
Place in a household garbage container
Place in a household garbage container

Diapers
Film material (Candy
wrappers, Chip Bags, etc.)
Ceramics
Light Bulbs
Batteries
Aerosol Cans
Pizza Boxes
Garden hoses
Electronic Waste

Place in a household garbage container
Bring to a HHW facility or hardware stores that accept bulbs
Bring to a HHW facility, Best Buy, or Batteries + Bulbs store
Bring to a HHW facility if empty or full
Grease-filled boxes can go in a household garbage container, clean pizza boxes can go in
your recycling container
Place in a household garbage container
Bring to a HHW facility or electronics recycler

algae -- or if you drink water that contains algal toxins. You might experience
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, eye irritation, cough, sore throat, and headache.
Symptoms generally begin hours to
two days after exposure. If you become
sick after contact with, or ingestion of,
lake water/algae, seek medical attention
immediately.
Avoid using untreated lake or river
water for drinking, cooking, and brushing teeth, particularly for infants and
small children. Boiling water will not
destroy toxins and could actually increase toxin levels. Simple treatment
options are also not effective, because
multiple treatment steps are typically
required to remove algal toxins.
Pets, especially dogs, are susceptible
to harmful algae because they swallow more water while swimming and
doing activities like retrieving a ball
from the water. Animals can experience
symptoms within minutes of exposure
to the toxins. Symptoms might include
vomiting, diarrhea, weakness, difficulty
breathing, and seizures. In the worst
cases, animals may die. If your pet experiences these symptoms after exposure to algae, contact your veterinarian.
There is no way to tell if a blue-green
algal bloom is toxic just by looking at
it. Adults, children, and animals should
avoid contact with water with bluegreen algae. Toxins can persist in the
water after a bloom; watch for signs of
recent blooms, such as green scum on
the shoreline. When in doubt, stay out!
If you or your pet go into water where
there may be a bloom, wash off with
fresh water immediately afterwards.
Report human health effects to
the Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) Hotline at 1 (877) 366-3455. For
health questions, contact MDH’s Waterborne Diseases Unit at (651) 201-5414.

Carver-Scott
Extension Master
Gardener 10th
annual plant sale
Mark your calendar today!

Saturday, August 25
Chaska Cub Foods
Parking Lot
Purchase perennial divisions
from Extension Master
Gardeners’ own yards, plus
fresh produce, garden art,
and more, all very reasonably
priced! Also, you have an
opportunity to ask those
burning gardening questions.
Master Gardeners will be
on-site and ready to answer
questions and concerns
about your home garden
and landscapes. For more
information, visit www.
carverscottmastergardeners.
org.
*Proceeds from
this sale benefit
University of
Minnesota
Extension Master
Gardener community programs
in Carver and Scott Counties.
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Free credit freezes offered
beginning Sept. 21

Looking for stronger ways to protect
your credit? Thanks to a new federal
law, soon you can get free credit freezes
and year-long fraud alerts. Here’s what
to look forward to when the law takes
effect on Sept. 21.
A credit freeze restricts access to
your credit file, making it harder for
identity thieves to open new accounts
in your name. Usually, you get a PIN
to use each time you want to freeze and
unfreeze your account to apply for new
credit.
Currently, credit freezes may involve
fees, based on state law. Starting this
fall, it will be free to freeze and unfreeze
your credit file throughout the country.
Free child credit freezes
A child credit freeze allows you to
freeze a child’s credit file. Starting Sept.
21, no matter where you live, you’ll be
able to get a free credit freeze for children under age 16.
Year-long fraud alerts
A fraud alert will tell any business
that runs your credit that they should

check with you before opening a new
account. Starting this fall, an initial
fraud alert will last for one year. It will
still be free, and identity theft victims
can still get an extended fraud alert for
seven years.
When the law takes effect in September, TransUnion, Equifax, and Experian must each set up a webpage for
requesting fraud alerts and credit freezes. The FTC will also post links to those
webpages on IdentityTheft.gov. And
if you’re in the military, there’s more.
Within a year, credit reporting agencies
must offer free electronic credit monitoring to all active duty military.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson, U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or
shawnaft@umn.edu.

Haley Chapman is the Staff Accountant at Boyer Trucks and a passionate
recycler. When she heard about Waste
Wise and the opportunity to obtain grant
funding to improve their recycling program at Boyer, Haley was excited to get
started.
When Waste Wise visited Boyer
Trucks in Savage in spring 2017, a recycling program was in place; yet due
to the lack of receptacles in employee
offices, recyclables (mostly paper) were
ending up in the trash. Waste Wise
worked with Haley to apply for the
Scott County Business Recycling Grant
to obtain 26 blue recycling bins for the
offices and lounge areas.
With the new color-coded recycling
bins in place throughout the building,
employees began recycling more at their
work stations. Service Manager Joe
Klug noticed changes in recycling habits among staff: “Having the recycling
bins right at our desks has brought more
awareness and has made it much more

convenient for everyone to recycle.”
Chapman is very pleased with the
changes made at Boyer. “I’m so proud
of the work we’ve done and I hope
to continue the efforts in the years to
come.”
Boyer Trucks has increased their recycling by an estimated 12,000 pounds
of material annually. Recycling this
amount of material is the equivalent of
saving 102 trees each year!
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from SCORE and/or LRD
funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Source: https://www.consumer.
ftc.gov/blog/2018/06/free-creditfreezes-are-coming-soon-0?utm_
source=govdelivery

Boyer Trucks increases
recycling efforts

Relay for Life

tee), holds events at the Scott County
Government Center to help raise donations for the event. They hold an annual
silent auction, with items donated and
purchased by many County employees,
and they have also sold popcorn, tacos
in a bag, root beer floats, and yogurt
parfaits to fund their team pledge. “We
have some very dedicated employee
volunteers who assist with fundraising,
even if they don’t walk the Relay,” noted Kreuser.
After walking with one of her daughters through a cancer diagnosis and successful treatment in 1999, Kreuser attended her first Relay for Life in 2000,
and then joined the committee in 2001.
“Every dollar makes a difference
in funding research and patient advocacy,” said Kreuser, who said mourning
a death or celebrating another birthday
with a family member or friend who has
survived a cancer diagnosis continues to
motivate her efforts with the team and
Relay committee.
Ellen Paulson, a longtime team
member, said she participates in the
event for similar reasons. She noted she
walks...“to celebrate the lives of family
and friends who have survived cancer,
to remember the people we’ve lost, and

From page 1

encourage those currently in their battle
to keep fighting.”
Besides Kreuser and Paulson, other
members of this year’s County employee team include Connie Gebur, Margaret Sames, Barb Ottinger, Autumn Stark,
Jessica Harlin, and ex-officio members
Jean Sinell and Sharon Carlson.
The Relay for Life is open to the public, and survivors and caregivers are especially encouraged to attend. While the
event has some major contributors, such
as St. Francis Regional Medical Center, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community, Canterbury Park, and the
Lions of Prior Lake and Shakopee, all
contributions are appreciated. Winings
said the overall event expenses are only
4.9 percent, “which speaks to the hard
work volunteers have done to solicit donations and sponsors.”
While much of the money raised is
used for research, Winings said some of
it also goes to support local programs
such as the “Look Good, Feel Better”
program at St. Francis, the “Road to
Recovery” program (which reimburses
volunteer drivers for mileage driven
taking patients to treatment), and a fund
that helps pay for in-home medical
equipment for local patients.
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Healthy SCENE
By Alexa V. Rundquist
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

Prevention is the best medicine

It is hard to believe that 100 years ago, the 1918 pandemic flu swept the globe,
quickly killing over 50 million people. This pandemic was the most severe pandemic in recent history caused by an H1N1 virus. The lack of vaccines and treatments contributed to a major public health crisis. With no vaccine or antibiotics,
control efforts were limited to non-pharmaceutical interventions such as isolation,
quarantine, good personal hygiene, use of disinfectants, and limited public gatherings. It devastated many communities and took an estimated 675,000 American
lives and almost 12,000 Minnesotans.
The first outbreak of flu-like illnesses was detected in the U.S. in March 1918,
with more than 100 cases reported at Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas. The first
case in Minnesota appeared on September 27, and over the course of two years,
2,326 soldiers were lost due to the deadly flu pandemic.
In order to help curb the
spread of the flu, the University of Minnesota postponed
regular enrollment until
October 9, and two days
later the Minnesota Health
Department ordered all
schools, churches, theaters,
movie houses, dance halls,
and pool and billiard halls
closed indefinitely, effective
midnight on October 12.
Throughout the years, the
flu virus has come and gone
in waves. It was not until The Minnesota Health Department ordered
1930 that the first isolation the closure of all schools, churches, theaters,
of influenza proved that the movie houses, dance halls, and pool and billiard
flu is caused by a virus and halls in 1918 in an attempt to curb the deadly flu
not a bacterium. In 1960, the pandemic.
U.S. Public Health Service recommended annual flu vaccinations.  In April 2009,
novel A H1N1 emerged as a new influenza virus starting the first influenza pandemic in over 30 years. During the pandemic period, there were 1,824 laboratory-confirmed hospitalized cases of H1N1 influenza in Minnesota. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has estimated the global death toll at more
than 284,000.
Influenza is still a threat to our population as new viruses continue to emerge and
spread easily. Developments since the 1918 influenza pandemic include vaccines
to prevent flu, antiviral drugs, and a global influenza surveillance system. There is
also greater understanding of non-pharmaceutical interventions that help slow the
spread of flu, such as social distancing, respiratory and cough etiquette, and hand
hygiene. Scott County Public Health continues to prepare and plan for pandemics
that include setting up and practicing mass vaccination clinics that would serve
all citizens in Scott County. The virus was first identified in military personnel in
spring 1918 while World War I was taking place. The United States experienced a
severe shortage of nurses due to deployment to military camps in the United States
and abroad. As the epidemic grew and total case numbers rose, the Red Cross put
out desperate calls for trained nurses as well as untrained volunteers to help at the
emergency centers. In October 1918, Congress approved a $1 million budget for
the U.S. Public Health Service to recruit 1000 medical doctors and over 700 registered nurses.
Scott County Public Health continues to use registered volunteers, known as
the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), to help serve Scott County and Minnesota as
they plan, prepare, and protect our communities for public health disasters. Scott
County has over 275 MRC and is always looking for additional volunteers. MRC
volunteers are made up of both health and non-health professionals and they are
diverse in their skills and experiences, but we will need everyone to serve an important role during a response. If you are interested in serving your communities with
routine activities and during a public health disaster response, please visit www.
mnresponds.org or call (952) 496-8555.

ePermits

Continued from page 1

view. The following is a list of permits
are now available through the ePermit
Portal:
Re-Roof and Roof Repair
Shingle w/Tear Off; Shingle w/
Overlay; Flat w/Tear Off; Flat w/
Overlay
Exterior Wall Covering Replacement
Siding; Stucco; Stone/Masonry Veneer
Windows and Doors, Existing
Opening
Framed Insert or Pocket; Sash Only;
Replacement Storm
Plumbing
Drain Tile/Sump Pump; Electric Water
Heater; Gas Water Heater; Lawn
Sprinkler Backflow Prevention; Water

Conditioning
Mechanical
Air Conditioning; Air Exchange; Boiler
Fireplace; Furnace; Garage Heater; Gas
Line
A note: Building, plumbing, or
mechanical projects not listed above
will require a Building Permit
Application to be submitted by mail or
in person to the Scott County Building
Inspections Department. If a contractor
is working on any ePermit items plus
additional work, a Building Permit
Application must be submitted.
What else? Look for expanded ePermit
options online in the near future – stay
tuned!
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4-H Youth Spotlight

Joshi demonstrates leadership
4-Hers engage officials in shooting sports

By Julianna Ryburn and Jamie Symens,
Scott County Interim 4-H Program Coordinators
When it comes to creating a safe space for young people to learn with their peers
and have caring adult coaches as guides, the Scott County 4-H Shooting Sports
program really hits the mark. In June, Scott County Commissioners had an exciting
visit to the 4-H Shooting Sports program. The 4-H youth showcased their learning
and were able to teach the Commissioners a thing or two! The youth shared the
knowledge they have gained throughout the year by demonstrating key skills of
marksmanship, principles of hunting and archery, the safe and responsible use of
firearms, and natural resource protection that comes with being involved in 4-H
Shooting Sports. The Commissioners had the opportunity to
safely shoot BB guns alongside the youth and adult coaches,
try their hand at archery, and participate in a compass activity led by the youth. Scott County 4-H is grateful to the Scott
County Commissioners for taking the time to engage with
the members and coaches of the Scott County 4-H Shooting
Sports program!
Shooting Sports are games of skill, knowledge, practice, and concentration. In the 4-H Shooting Sports project,
the focus is on decision making, teamwork, self-discipline,
building self-confidence, and problem solving. They also focus on safety, sportsmanship, positive relationships with peers and adults, building awareness of career
opportunities, and strengthening connections with families through participation in
lifelong recreational activities.
The Scott County 4-H Shooting Sports program has many different disciplines,
including archery, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, and hunting. The 4-H
members are coached by nationally- or state-certified 4-H instructors who teach
in firearm safety, marksmanship, and wildlife curriculum from the University of
Minnesota Extension.
One of these coaches is Anita Stevens. Anita has been part of the Shooting
Sports Club ever since her kids joined over 20 years ago. Today, she continues to
serve as a leader and a coach. We were able to talk with Anita in order to understand
why 4-H and Shooting Sports are so special to her, the youth, other coaches, and
the parents involved.
Anita shared with us her positive experiences of 4-H and Shooting Sports, expressing, “One thing we discovered when our kids first joined many years ago was
that 4-H truly is a family-oriented organization. When our older three children first
joined, the two younger ones were too little to actually be enrolled, but that did
not stop the younger ones from being included in everything. They came along
to the meetings, activities, practices, State Fair, state shoot, etc. We joke that our
youngest has been in 4-H since her toddler years! She is now a 4-H Alumni and is
volunteering in the 4-H Shooting Sports program.”
“Why do we stay involved?” Anita asked. “We appreciate the opportunity to
give back. 4-H provided our children with so many great opportunities, and now
we have the chance to provide those same opportunities to other youth. Since 4-H
allows and encourages all ages to participate, we didn’t even think about stepping
down as volunteers once our children had graduated from the program. We have
fantastic mentors (like Lynn Mollenhauer, Bob Gilpin, and many other members
of the State Shooting Sports Project Development Committee -- PDC) that have
continued volunteering, even though their children are no longer in the program.
We have had a very positive experience with 4-H and as long as our help is needed,
wanted, and appreciated, we will continue volunteering. We, along with several
other coaches, think of ourselves as ‘lifers’ and will continue with 4-H as long as
we are able.”
Shooting Sports fills a gap for many young people in that everyone can participate to the extent that they wish. Sadly, some youth have expressed that school
sports or other clubs may not always fill their needs – if he or she is not a top
performer, they may see a lot of “bench time” or may fall through the cracks. 4-H
Shooting Sports meets them where they are, and challenges them to set individual
goals to better their skills. They can try one discipline or all of them. Being a
member of shooting sports means being part of a group where they get to explore
seemingly endless opportunities to learn and grow – in the project area, in leadership opportunities, in state and national trips and trainings, and in life in general.
The coaches and volunteers care about each individual and encourage each youth to
try new things and step into new leadership roles by giving them the tools to do so.
All youth are encouraged to explore the opportunities of 4-H Shooting Sports.
While we encourage full regular participation, we know that schedules are packed,
so it is not mandatory to come to all practices and events. Families and members
decide the level of participation that fits their lifestyle, and we work with the youth
accordingly. (Some state and national events do require a certain amount of training hours to be eligible for participation, so we try to work with each youth to accomplish that prerequisite.) Screened adult volunteers are always needed. If you
-- parents, grandparents, 4-H alumni, teachers, neighbors, friends, et cetera -- have
a passion for working with youth, we need you! There is no need to be an expert in
shooting sports; training is available!
Scott County 4-H wants to give a huge thank you to Anita and all the coaches
for the time and dedication they put into leading the Shooting Sports program and
for being good role models and teachers to our youth. This program would not be
possible without the effort of these volunteers.
The Scotty County 4-H Shooting Sports program is open to all youth in grades 3
through one year past high school and meets on Thursday evenings – January-May
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and June-September from 7-9 p.m. at the SCALE Regional
Training Facility in Jordan. If you’re interested in joining the program or would like
more information, please call the Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410
or plan to attend a Thursday night meeting.

Himani Joshi has demonstrated
leadership, determination, and community involvement in her time as a 4-H
member. She started her 4-H journey
four years ago because she was seeking
a way to explore her interests. This exploration has grown into a passion for
community and leadership opportunities. Himani just finished her junior year
at Shakopee Senior High School, and
she’s an active member of the Shakopee
Super Seekers 4-H Club.
Himani exemplifies leadership qualities through her experiences with 4-H in
many avenues. She is a 4-H Ambassador who strives to learn citizenship and
leadership qualities she can put to use
in her community. Additionally, Himani
serves as the Youth at Large Representative on the Scott County Extension
Committee to be a young voice for the
4-H program. This year, Himani became
involved in the GOT VIVA committee,
a collaborative initiative of practicing
how 4-H can reach more first-generation 4-H families like hers and show that
there is something in 4-H for everyone.

This
upcoming year, Scott
County 4-H is
looking forward
to having Himani serve as
the president of
the Scott County
Executive
Board.
It is evident
that Himani has
clearly grown
Himani Joshi
into a young
leader through her enthusiasm for service to her 4-H and greater communities. The friendships Himani has built
through her involvement add to the positive influence 4-H has had in her life.
Scott County 4-H is grateful to have
such strong and dedicated youth leaders
like Himani!
For more information about the Scott
County 4-H program, contact Jamie at
symen004@umn.edu or Julianna at rybur002@umn.edu.

By Jamie
Symens
From
Cloverbuds to college, I have participated in and
enjoyed many
different aspects
of 4-H. I took
every opportunity
available
to get involved,
including Sharethe-Fun, softball, day camps,
Jamie Symens
overnight
camps, and of course the Cottonwood
County and Minnesota State Fair, where
I exhibited both general and livestock
projects. When my time as a 4-H member was through, I continued to stay
involved with 4-H by volunteering and
working at the State Fair.

By Randi Schwartz
Everyone who has
joined 4-H has their
own “4-H Story.”
Whether it is joining
as a Cloverbud, in
grade school, in high
school, or even as an
adult volunteer, everyone that has been
a part of this wonderful organization has
their own memories,
stories, and ways
in which their lives Randi Schwartz
have been impacted
by 4-H. Mine starts off the same way as
many others. I joined 4-H as soon as
I was in kindergarten and never looked
back. 4-H is a large part of my family,
and I even joined the same club that my
dad was in when he was in 4-H. As I
grew up, I tried out almost everything
that 4-H had to offer me. I participated
in dozens of different project areas,
showed almost every species of animal, participated in Share-the-Fun, was
a county ambassador, went to the State
Fair, and did so much more. 4-H was a
place that I could truly thrive.
As I grew older, the thought of having to say goodbye to something that, up
until now, had been an extremely large
and important part of my life was something that I struggled with. How do you
give up something that you’ve been a
part of for 14 years? Then I started to
branch out, interning in other counties
as well as working with Minnesota State
4-H at the State Fair. Seeing 4-H in an
entirely new light only made me appreciate this organization even more.
The true passion that youth show
in every aspect of 4-H is unbelievable.
Walk into a barn at the Fair and ask a
4-Her about their animal; you will see
the respect they have for this animal
they have spent all summer working
with. Go into the 4-H building and ask a
4-Her about their project; they will tell
you about the process of creating it and
all the time and effort they put into it...
the list goes on and on. Watching today’s 4-H members put so much passion
into 4-H is incredible, and it makes me
glad that I am able to give back to this
organization that has had such an impact
on my own life.

Interim 4-H Coordinators
share their 4-H stories

4-H was a place where I learned new
skills, met new friends, and was pushed
out of my comfort zone. It was an organization that was constantly helping me
become a better leader and a more wellrounded person. I can credit 4-H with
introducing me to many of the passions
I continue to have today, including needlework, photography, and agriculture
to name a few.
As I grow older, I continue to see
the positive impact 4-H has had on my
life. The leadership positions I’ve held
within 4-H have given me confidence
in communicating and managing others. Working on Fair projects all year
long taught me the value of persistence
and also helped humble me, as I continually failed and tried again with the
help of many people who I cannot thank
enough.
Lastly, being part of 4-H has given
me a family across the United States and
the world, a family that strives to improve the world and develop the leaders
of the future. I cannot be more thankful
that my journey with 4-H is continuing
as an Interim Program Coordinator for
Scott County 4-H.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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County Fair action

Numerous activities took place throughout
this year’s Scott County Fair. The free
harmonica lessons (upper left), were a big
attraction. Above, 4-H youth groomed and
showed their best animals, and the draft
horse show (lower left) attracted 26 sixhorse hitches. The Fair opened July 25
with a tribute to local firefighters, including
the representatives from Savage (below).
Fairgoers also enjoyed the carnival rides.

Don’t miss 4-H
at State Fair

What better place to meet than at the
“Great Minnesota Get-Together,” otherwise known as the Minnesota State Fair.
The Minnesota State Fair is visited by
about 1.8 million people annually, and
is second only to the Texas State Fair
in overall attendance. It is the largest
state Fair in the U.S. by average daily
attendance.
About 320,000 people enter the 4-H
building at least once during the 12-day
run of the State Fair. (That’s about one
in every five Fairgoers!) So what draws
people in? In 2017, the 4-H building
was home to almost 2,700 projects exhibited by 4-H members. These projects
include restored cars, exquisite wood
projects, beautiful quilting, delicious
food, entertaining demonstrations, and
so much more. Maybe you’ll find your
next DIY project, learn how to care for a
sick animal, or learn a new life skill like
cooking. Projects are not the only things
present within the 4-H building; there
are also musical performances by 4-H
members at least three times daily. Each
year, 4-H members involved with Arts
In perform 35 shows for over 12,000
audience members. At the center of the
4-H building, there are STEM activities
including flight simulator machines.
The 4-H building is not the only
area where you will find the presence of
4-H. In 2017, about 3,000 animals were
shown by 4-Hers at the State Fair level. If
you take a walk down to the show rings,
you may be lucky enough to watch our
4-H members and their animals being
judged during the first four days of the
Fair. There are many shows you don’t
want to miss, such as the llama costume
contest -- 4-Hers and their llamas are
dressed up in a costume and judged on
their creativity and appearance.
So whether you like animals, arts,
DIY projects, food, STEM, learning
new skills, or meeting new people, 4-H
has a place for everyone to enjoy. Don’t
forget to look for your Scott County
youth projects; we can’t wait to see you
at the Minnesota State Fair!
Sources: http://rnrrealty.com/blog/
fun-facts-about-the-minnesota-statefair/
https://www.extension.umn.edu/
youth/mn4-h/state-fair/
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in partnership with

You’re Invited to Trailgate
This fall, the community is invited to Spring Lake Trailgate on Saturday, September 29
from 11 AM–3 PM. This free event celebrates Spring Lake Regional Park and recent
projects that have been completed.
The park features more than three miles of paved multi-use trails, and Trailgate offers
a perfect opportunity to explore these trails and take in the beautiful fall views of the
maple-basswood forest and tamarack bog.
At the event, you also can try rock climbing, slacklining, and geocaching. Meet live
raptors, sample apple cider, learn about pollinators, and enjoy other free activities.
Barbecue lunch will be available beginning at noon (while supplies last).
If you haven’t visited Spring Lake Regional Park (or even if you’re a regular visitor),
Trailgate is a great chance to check it out with your family, friends and neighbors. The
park connects to numerous neighborhood trails and the Scott West Regional Trail.
The trails are paved, so they can be used for biking, walking, dog walking and in-line
skating – offering a free and convenient way to stay active close to home.
The park also offers a 10-acre dog off-leash area, which is split into one area for large
breeds (nine acres) and one for small breeds (one acre). Both areas are fully fenced.
A pass is required to use the dog off-leash area and may be purchased online at
ThreeRiversParks.org/webtrac or onsite at a paybox.
Spring Lake Regional Park is located at 15851 Howard Lake Road NW in Prior Lake.

Joint Powers Agreement
Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources
to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park has
family and group picnicking, catered events, swimming, fishing, a 1-mile paved trail to the lake,
canoe launch and beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. With
amenities including a 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, crosscountry ski trails and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: May 28–October 31: Mon-Sat: 10 AM–5 PM, Sunday: Noon–5 PM
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park
interprets how people have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and the surrounding
cultural and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their lives
on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from
the pre-territorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive
media or while costumed interpreters bring the past alive at living history days and events.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features
glacial ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging crosscountry ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception
of the trails and the new 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped,
making it the best park in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park
has also been designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Scott County’s newest regional park includes 3.5 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park,
and 1-acre small dog park. Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for
walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

translation
ThreeRiversParks.org can be translated
into 24 languages. Select the language at
the bottom of each page.
Translation by phone at:
763.559.6700
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event calendar
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE

NEW PRAGUE

SAVAGE

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn archery basics and elements of safety.
Shoot at stationary targets and compete in
games. Equipment provided. Reservations
required. $10. Ages: 8+.
September 15 — Saturday #4SCT5001-01
9–11 AM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling the fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing license
provided for class only. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: All.
September 15 — Saturday #4SCT5400-02
1–3 PM

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Canoe under the full moon. Listen for wildlife
while enjoying the night sky. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $8.
Ages: 5+.
September 22 — Saturday #4SCT0220-01
7–9 PM

PRAIRIE SEED COLLECTION
Collect native wildflower seed to help
increase plant diversity in over 1,600 acres
of restored prairie managed by Three Rivers
Parks. Reservations required. Free. Ages: 12+.
September 4 — Tuesday #4NRM1800-31
September 15 — Saturday #4NRM1800-32
October 2 — Tuesday #4NRM1800-33
October 13 — Saturday #4NRM1800-34
10:30 AM–1:30 PM

DIRT CUP MOUNTAIN BIKE
SPRINT RACE
Test your speed and skill by competing in a
time-trial format on a 10+ mile singletrack
loop. Awards, door prizes and good times at
every race. Divisions include men’s, women’s
and U-17. Additional race at Elm Creek
Park Reserve. Registration starts at 6 PM;
race start is 6:30 PM. Visit facebook.com/
ThreeRiversORS for updates, race changes
and weather concerns. $12 pre-registration;
$15 day-of. Ages: 14+.
September 10 — Monday #4REC101T
6–8 PM
Rain dates: September 17 and October 1 (rain
dates start a half hour earlier)

º FALL COLORS KAYAK TOUR
Enjoy the crisp air while taking in views of
wildlife and beautiful fall colors. Previous
paddling experience required. Equipment
provided. Reservations required by September
21. $40. Ages: 14+.
September 23 — Sunday #4SCT5755-01
1–4 PM

Spring Lake Trailgate
A FREE COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
Saturday, September 29, 11 AM-3PM
Spring Lake Regional Park, 15851 Howard Lake Road NW, Prior Lake

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Explore the paved trails and stunning fall forests.
Try out rock climbing, slacklining, geocaching and more.
Learn about pollinators, meet live raptors, and sample apple cider.
Barbeque lunch at noon (while supplies last).
It is all free – bring your family and friends.

UNA CELEBRACIÓN GRATIS PARA LA COMUNIDAD
El Sábado, 29 de septiembre, de 11 AM-3 PM
Explore los senderos pavimentados y los impresionantes bosques en el Otoño.
Trate el deslizamiento en rocas, caminar sobre la cuerda(slackline), seconder y encontrar
tesoros(geocaching) y más.
Aprender acerca de los polinizadores, conozca aves de rapiña vivas, y pruebe la sidra de manzana.
Almuerzo a la barbacoa sera ofrecido al mediodía (mientras haya).
Todo es gratis – traiga a su familia y amigos.
DABAALDAG BULSHO OO LACAG LA’AAN AH
Sabtida, Sibteembar 29, 11 AM-3 PM
Fiiri tareelayaasha lasimay iyo kaymaha biyo dhaca leh.
Iskuday dhagax fuulka, wareejinta, dhalaalinta iyo waxyaabo kale.
Waxbadan kabaro xawayaanada ubaxa qaada, arag baqal nool, bahalka tufaaxda u eg.
Qadada baabarkuuga (Barbeque) oo galabkii lacuno (inta badeecadu taalo).
Dhamaanteed waa lacag la’aan - keen qoyskaaga iyo saaxiibadaa.

Oбщественное празднование бесплатно
•
•
•
•

Saturday/суббота, September 29, 11 AM-3PM
исследовать проложенные тропы и потрясающие лесные леса
попробовать скалолазание, геокэшинг и другие мероприятия на свежем воздухе
Узнайте о опылителях, познакомьтесь с живыми хищниками и попробуйте яблочный сидр
бесплатный обед в полдень (во время еды)
это все бесплатно - привези свою семью и друзей

ThreeRiversParks.org • 763.694.6700

SPRING LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SCOTT COUNTY

SPRING LAKE TRAILGATE
Explore Spring Lake Regional Park, miles
of trails and stunning fall forests. Try rock
climbing, slacklining, geocaching and more.
Learn about pollinators, sample apple cider,
and meet live raptors. Free barbeque lunch
beginning at noon while supplies last. Drop in
anytime. Free. Ages: All.
September 29 — Saturday #4SCT000T
11 AM–3 PM

THE LANDING
MINNESOTA RIVER
HERITAGE PARK
SHAKOPEE

A TASTE OF HISTORY
Develop a taste for the past. Prepare and
sample a small meal using authentic period
recipes cooked over wood-burning stoves
or an open fire. Arrive early or stay late and
explore the park (September and October
only). Includes supplies. Reservations required.
$20. Ages: 15+.
Saturdays, 10 AM–Noon
Fur Trade-era Open-fire Cookery
September 15 #4LAN3150-01

FRONTIER FOLK SCHOOL
Learn pioneer-era skills with these smallgroup sessions. Learn the basics of an historic
craft and the story behind it. Arrive early or
stay late and explore the park (September
and October only). Includes a starter kit with
tools and supplies to take home. Reservations
required. $20. Ages: 13+.
Sundays, 1–3 PM
Embroidered and Needlework Sampler
September 16 #4LAN4350-01

1889 HARVEST FESTIVAL
Immerse yourself in 1800s Minnesota River
Valley life and visit with costumed interpreters
living in the frontier, farmstead, and village.
Celebrate summer’s end with a town fair and
participate in cooking and food preservation
demonstrations. Food concessions available.
Enter through the west entrance. Drop-in
anytime; last entry at 4 PM. $8 ages 18-64;
$5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under 2 free.
Ages: All.
September 1 — Saturday #4LAN000T
10 AM–5 PM
September 2 — Sunday #4LAN001T
Noon–5 PM
September 3 — Monday #4LAN002T
10 AM–5 PM

NEW REGISTRATION SYSTEM
Three Rivers has a new online
experience and registration system.
Explore your home to the outdoors
at ThreeRiversParks.org/programs
and create a new account to register
for programs.

FOR ASSISTANCE CALL
763.559.6700

FALL WEEKENDS
The past comes alive with costumed
interpreters and interactive demonstrations.
Join scheduled tours, hands-on activities, and
more. Call 763.649.7784 for daily schedules.
Enter through the west entrance. Drop-in
anytime; last entry at 4 PM. $8 ages 18-64;
$5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under 2 free.
Ages: All.
September 8–October 28* #4LAN900T
Saturdays, 10 AM–5 PM
Sundays, Noon–5 PM
*Excludes October 14 & 15

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Discover the magic of historic Eagle Creek
with your child. Play, sing, read stories
and explore outdoors as new themes are
investigated each month. Reservations
required. $5/person. Ages: 2-5, plus adult.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org/programs
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–4:30 PM
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the basis
of financial need and funds available.
Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine.
If a program is canceled by park staff,
you will be notified and a full refund or
credit will be issued upon your request.

Busy Bees
September 11 #4LAN0100-01

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.
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Friendship Church donates 500 filled
backpacks for students in need

Skateboard donations

Isley Rood of Shakopee (lower right) initiated an
effort to purchase skateboards for Scott County
foster children, and her friends were quick to join
the effort. The skateboards were distributed to
youth by social workers, who reported on their
popularity. Anyone interested in making a donation
for foster children, or becoming a foster parent,
should call Scott County Human Services at (952)
445-7751, email questions to fostercare@co.scott.
mn.us, or visit www.scottcountymn.gov/213/
Foster-Care-Licensing.

With school starting soon, many
families are scrambling to purchase
school supplies and clothes. It can be a
big expense for families with multiple
children.
The members of Friendship Church
of Shakopee and Prior Lake decided to
help by filling and donating 500 school
backpacks for Scott County social
workers to distribute to clients. Each
backpack included four notebooks, folders, glue sticks, three highlighters, 24
pencils, 12 colored pencils, one child’s
scissors, one box of crayons, one box of
markers, tape, and a pencil box.
“These were the top 11 items requested on the school supply lists from
Scott County schools,” said Corrine
Nunemaker, the Elementary Director at
Prior Lake Friendship Church. “I know
they don’t complete all of the items requested, but we’re praying these are
helpful to get some students started for
the year.”

Volunteers from Friendship Church donated 500 packed
backpacks for County social workers to distribute to clients.

County’s transit team helps
individuals connect to rides

Scott County is unique compared to
other metro counties -- we don’t have
the large number of “fixed route” bus
services for moving about within the
County compared to our larger and more
urban neighbors. What many people
don’t realize is that Scott County does
have services available to all residents
to help find transportation solutions.  
SmartLink is a team made up of creative
and hard-working individuals that are
Over 90 volunteers converged upon the future Doyle Kennefick often tasked with helping individuals get
Regional Park in Cedar Lake Township June 9 to plant trees, native where they need to go in an area limited
shrubs, and milkweed, and remove buckthorn. Their efforts will by travel times and distances, frequency
help transform the 1860s homestead from farmland into prairie and of service, cost, and limitations in fundrestore existing savannah. The project was coordinated by Great ing to address these challenges.
SmartLink Dial-a-Ride is an example
River Greening. Other partners and funders include Scott County,
of
public transportation for Scott and
Three Rivers Park District, Outdoor Heritage Fund, National Turkey
Carver
Counties. Dial-a-Ride offers a
Federation, and Scott-Le Sueur MN Waterfowl Association. Volunteers
reservation-based,
door-to-door service
are needed for two other events at the future park on Sept. 15 and Oct.
that
is
available
to
anyone.
In 2017, the
25. For more information, visit www.greatrivergreening.org/events/
SmartLink
Dial-a-Ride
buses
accommoshoreline-planting-in-doyle-kennefick/.
dated over 103,000 passengers. That’s
a lot of bus trips! Of course, not all bus
ride requests can be fulfilled, and SmartLink’s response has been to build a pool
of Volunteer Drivers to help in instances
where a requested trip cannot be confirmed through Dial-a-Ride.   Our Volunteer Drivers are essential to helping
community members that are without
reliable transportation and need access
to health care, employment, community
activities, and many more destinations.
One recent example of a volunteer driver helping a community member was
particularly special.
The SmartLink Customer Service
Team received a request for assistance
to help a local high school student with
a college visit. The student did not have

Volunteers improve parkland

Tomatoes rotting or plants dying?
The Carver-Scott County Master
Gardeners may be able to help
with any of your lawn or garden
questions. Contact them at www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org
or call the Yard & Garden Line at
(952) 466-5308.

transportation of his own, and his family was unable to help take him out of
town for a college visit to Brainerd to
discuss a potential football scholarship.
Everyone on the SmartLink Team made
it a priority to help this young man and
started calling potential Volunteer Drivers to see if anyone would be willing
to help. The answer came after several
hours of work on his behalf, and soon
he was on his way to his college visit
driven by a very gracious volunteer that
donated his time and service to support
this individual that otherwise would not
have had the opportunity.
SmartLink Volunteer Drivers performed 2,100 trips last year to support
our community needs. Not all of them
were as extraordinary as the example
above, but every one of them helped
someone in need.
SmartLink continues to be committed to meeting the transportation needs
of folks in Scott County. A recent example of how SmartLink continues to
look for ways to help is through hiring
a full time Travel Trainer. SmartLink
created this role to help establish a resource for educating groups and individuals with transportation questions.
SmartLink is doing everything it can
to help get individuals where they need
to go. SmartLink is a resource for all
County residents that have places to
go and people to see -- give us try, and
we’ll help you get there! To learn more
about the SmartLink solutions, visit our
website at www.smartlinktransit.com or
call Amy Melby with any transportation
questions at (952) 498-8709.

Primary Election is Aug. 14
General Election is Nov. 8
To find your polling location, visit
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/

Tomato plant with leaf spots.

Vote in-person absentee ballot at the
Scott County Government Center

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Law Library News

Free legal help available
through many resources
We hope you stop in to see us! We
are remodeling to better serve you. The
Law Library is going electronic with
the series (court cases in chronological order books) collection. The cost of
printed legal resources has gone through
the roof in the last five years, so we’ve
decided the print reference collection
(which is all available online) will be
removed. We plan to offer additional
tables and chairs so there will be a little
more room to fill out court forms. We’re
keeping all of the self-help books -- like
The Landlord’s Legal Guide, 101 Law
Firms for Personal Use, The Probate
Process from Start to Finish, Make Your
Will, and much more. These books are
available for three week check-outs and
can be returned to the Law Library or
your local library. We hope to increase
this collection.
The Law Library also has free WiFi and access to online legal resources.
We offer the Minnesota Judicial Branch
Self-Help Kiosk located right in the
Law Library. The kiosk offers access
to most common court forms such as
divorce, custody, child support; small
claims court (conciliation court); and
landlord\tenant. The kiosk has a direct
phone line to the Self-Help attorneys.
The Self Help attorneys cannot offer
legal advice, but can answer any questions about the court forms.

CAP Corner

files which contain criminal, civil and
judgment records. We recommend
checking backgrounds before renting
to someone or doing business with any
contractor. We hear so many people say,
“If I had only known what I was getting into with this person…”—better to
check them out at the beginning! The
view that you can access from home
does not offer the same information that
the Court House view offers.
The Law Library is still hosting the
Walk-In Victim’s Clinic every Monday
morning, 9 - 11 a.m. Crime victims can
meet with a Southern Minnesota Regional Services (SMRLS) attorney and
ask questions about legal issues related
to their victimization. This help would
include Orders for Protection and Harassment Restraining Orders. The Law
Library also hosts a Family Law Clinic the second Monday of every month
from 4 – 6 p.m. This clinic is offered
by volunteer attorneys. This clinic may
be for you if you are representing yourself in Family Court and just have a few
simple questions on an uncomplicated
case. Appointments are 30 minutes and
require pre-registration. You can call the
Law Library to register.
Volunteer Lawyers Network offers a
Criminal Expungement Clinic the third
Tuesday, every other month. Call or
email the Law Library to see what free
clinics are being offered: (952) 4968713 or lawlib@scottlib.org.

80 service providers available The Law Library also offers “Court
House View” access to the State Court
to serve those in need at
Get help with warrants for arrest
Project Community Connect
Having a warrant hanging over your will be available to meet with people
head can stop you from renting an apartment, cause you to spend a few days in
jail if you are picked up for even a minor traffic ticket, make it difficult to find
employment, and more.
At this year’s Project Community
Connect (see ad above), Scott County
District Court Judge Christian Wilton

By Joseph Vaughan
Executive Director

Community connections are what
make our work possible. On Sept.
12, Project Community Connect will
bring together more than 80 local service providers to serve those in need
in Scott and Carver Counties. This
annual event is a microcosm of what
we at CAP do every day, year-round.
Services available at the event will
include health care, employment assistance, education assistance, legal
assistance, veteran services, housing information, haircuts, and more.
Held at Canterbury Park’s Expo
Center from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., the
event offers a one-stop location for
direct services to residents of Scott
and Carver counties who are “living
on little,” those who are homeless or
at risk of becoming homeless. For
more information or to volunteer or
donate to this incredible event, go to
scottcarverpcc.org.

It’s hard to believe that summer is
already drawing to a close. I want to
thank everyone who helped CAP make
an impact on our community these last
few months. In July, we were part of the
2018 Food Shelf Challenge, a matching
donation drive in partnership with Open
Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless.
Open Your Heart provided matching
funds up to $4,000 for the CAP Agency
Food Shelf. This campaign was led by
our incredible employees and volunteers, and I couldn’t be more proud of
their passion and dedication to the work
we do. We were also chosen as the beneficiaries of Klein Bank’s “Swipe It Forward” program throughout the month of
July. For every debit card swipe made
by Klein Bank customers, $.10 was donated to CAP. Those swipes added up
to help us change lives for those in need
right here in our neighborhoods.
As we wrap up the summer and look

CAP will distribute school supplies
donated for area students.

ahead to the new school year, I’d like to
acknowledge the incredible work done
by our partners in Project Student Success. This school supply distribution
program aims to set all local students
up for success as the school year begins. Last year, over 1,400 students received backpacks filled with school supplies. This year, we reached out to local
schools, businesses, churches, and organizations to host school supply drives.
The response has been overwhelming
and we are deeply grateful. For a list
of Project Student Success partners and
donors, check out www.capagency.org/
community-outreach/school-supplies.
I encourage you to visit our website,
connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram, or join our partner newsletter
subscribers to stay up to date on the latest CAP events, volunteer and donor opportunities, and community resources.
Upcoming events include Hope for the
Holidays and the Give Where You Live
gala.
In the past year, we have helped
more than 11,000 households and more
than 29,000 individuals as they work toward self-sufficiency.  If you would like
to be a part of this movement, please go
to www.capagency.org to donate or volunteer. Thank you all. Remember: We
Are All Connected.

that have active warrants for their arrest. Judge Wilton will be quashing the
warrants and setting up another date for
people to have their cases heard, which
will hopefully lead to an easier path to
finding (and keeping) a job and somewhere to live.
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News you
can use...
Members of the Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency
(SCALE) work to provide collaborative, innovative services while making
the most of limited resources. Find out
what they are doing, and make sure to
check out upcoming events.

From the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District:

Sand Point Beach:
Improving water quality
on Lower Prior Lake

Summer is prime time for boating,
swimming, and fishing in Minnesota’s
lakes, and Prior Lake one of the best
around! The Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District and the City of Prior
Lake are working hard to keep one of
Scott County’s biggest lakes clean so it
can be enjoyed for years to come. Lower
Prior Lake is currently not classified as a
state-listed impaired lake, and these two
local agencies are determined to keep it
that way.
In order to keep the water in Lower
Prior Lake in the condition we all enjoy, the Watershed District and the City
embarked on a multi-project endeavor
to protect the lake’s water quality by
cleaning runoff before it enters the lake.
This spring, a project was completed
at Sand Point Beach Park, located on the
north side of Lower Prior Lake. Stormwater from 82 acres of land is funneled
through the park before it enters the
lake, picking up excess nutrients, such
as phosphorus, on its way to Prior Lake.
This excess phosphorus can contribute
to summer algae blooms.
The Sand Point Beach Park Water
Quality Improvements Project will improve the efficiency of stormwater treatment before it enters Prior Lake. The
project includes expanding the park’s
two stormwater ponds, installing an
iron-enhanced sand filter, and restoring
some areas to native prairie.
As a result of these improvements,
the project will reduce the amount of
phosphorus entering Prior Lake from
Sand Point Beach Park by 24 pounds
per year. One pound of phosphorus can
produce from 300 to 500 pounds of
algae, so this project could reduce the
amount of algae in Lower Prior Lake
by as much as 12,000 pounds! That’s
a big win for Prior Lake residents and
everyone who enjoys the summer recreational opportunities that Lower Prior
Lake offers.

From Savage:

Free summer
entertainment
in the park, Aug. 15

This summer, enjoy great outdoor
concerts on the patio at the McColl Pond
ELC. Performances are for audiences of
all ages, and at times, feature acts specifically aimed at children. Lawn chairs
are encouraged.
Wednesday, Aug. 15: Pan-Handlers
Steel Drum Band (Tropical Sounds)
Price: Free
Time: 7 – 8 p.m.
Location: McColl Pond Environmental Learning and Event Center,
13550 Dakota Ave.

Movies in the Outfield,
Friday, Aug. 24

Come watch your favorite movie under
the stars. Bring your lawn chair, grab
some popcorn, and enjoy the evening
with friends and family.
Friday, Aug. 24: “Star Wars: The Last
Jedi” (PG-13)
Price: Free
Time: Seating starts at 7 p.m.; movies
begin at dusk
Location: Savage Community Park ball
fields, 13500 Dakota Ave.  

Fifth Annual Doggie
Palooza, Sept. 8

10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Community “Bark”
Park (13500 Dakota Ave. S., Savage)
Open to the public! Bring your
four-legged furry friends to Community “Bark” Park and meet experts on
dog health care, doggy day care, treats,
products, services, and so much more!
Proceeds from this event will benefit the
Scott-Carver Humane Society. If you
love dogs, you don’t want to miss this
event. Donations accepted. Sponsorships are available for as low as $100.
Contact the Savage Chamber of Commerce to find out how you can get involved at (952) 894-8876 or mail@savagechamber.com.

Halloween Bash 2018

The annual Halloween Bash will
be Oct. 27 from 5 – 8 p.m. at the Savage Sports Center, 13450 Dakota Ave.
in Savage. Last year over 700 kids and
families attended and participated in a
variety of games, jumped in the inflatables, danced to a DJ, and ate s’mores by
a campfire. Don’t miss this spooktacular
event. Pre-register by Oct. 24 at cityofsavage.com. Pre-registration cost is $8
per person (ages 1 and under are free);
after deadline, price is $10 per person.

From Shakopee:

Developers eye
potential downtown
Shakopee projects

As construction continues to boom
around Shakopee, the city is consider-

ing two projects that would bring more
residents, retail, and restaurants to
downtown Shakopee.
This summer, Gaughan Shakopee LLC proposed construction of 125
market-rate apartments and riverfront
restaurant along Levee Drive, west of
downtown. In July, the City Council approved a Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
plan that would provide up to $2.8 million in financial assistance for soil remediation, demolition, utility relocation,
public improvements and removal of
the bedrock on the site.
In addition, the City Council has also
reviewed a proposed redevelopment
plan for the former city hall site at 129
Holmes St. S. The project, which is in
its earliest stages, calls for an 80-plus
unit apartment complex with underground parking and street-level retail
and restaurant space on Holmes Street.
The developers, Enclave Development,
are also seeking TIF to assist with excavation and removal of the existing city
hall foundation and bedrock and public
infrastructure improvements.
The projects, which still have several stages of approval before becoming
a reality, would bring additional housing and commercial opportunities to the
downtown area.

Shakopee Police
introduce new
proactive policing unit

The Shakopee Police Department
launched its new proactive policing
unit this summer. This unit consists of
two officers who work in plain clothes
and an unmarked vehicle, who strive to
proactively address major issues facing
the city from car prowlers to problem
addresses.
Unlike the department’s patrol unit,
the proactive policing unit is not responsible for taking calls for service. Instead,
the intent is to allow them enough time
to properly and proactively address larger problems in the community. Many
solutions to nagging problems, such as
car prowlers or mail thefts, require an
extensive amount of time to build a case
and make an arrest. This is difficult for
a patrol officer who must answer other
calls for service or try to conduct surveillance in a fully marked squad car.
The department intends to make the unit
a permanent fixture with the addition of
two new officer positions in October.

Show Off Shakopee
photo contest to begin

Photographers who live, work, or
attend school in Shakopee are invited
to participate in the city’s annual
Show Off Shakopee photo contest.
Submissions will be accepted in
September with winners announced
in the Winter Hometown Messenger
in November. More information is
available on the city website at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/showoffshakopee.

SandVenture season
ends Aug. 19

Don’t let summer slip by without
taking a dip at SandVenture Aquatic
Park (1101 Adams St. S., Shakopee).
Enjoy thrills on the water slide, build

a sandcastle, or just soak up the rays
at this unique, sand-bottom pool. We’ll
celebrate the final day of the season,
Sunday, Aug. 19, with a Treasure Hunt
Beach Bash from 1 to 4 p.m. The day
will be filled with music, games, treasure hunt, sand castle building, prizes,
and loads of family fun. SandVenture
Aquatic Park is open daily from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. through Aug. 19. Admission is
$5-7. More information is available at
www.ShakopeeMN.gov/sandventure.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

2018 SMSC Wacipi Set
for Aug. 17-19

Join your neighbors at the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC) for the annual Wacipi on Aug.
17-19. Rain or shine, the SMSC will
be transformed into a sea of color and
movement, as dancers, drummers, Native craft vendors, and food trucks congregate from all over the country for a
weekend of music, camaraderie, and
dance.
Today’s Wacipi is a contest Pow
Wow, where dancers and drum groups
compete for top honors in a variety of
different categories. Grand entries begin on Friday, Aug, 17 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 18 at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
and Sunday, Aug. 19 at 1 p.m. Order
your admission buttons online at smscwacipi.org or pick them up at any of the
following locations: Little Six Casino,
Mazopiya, Mystic Lake Casino Hotel, or Shakopee Dakota Convenience
Store. Children under the age of 10 and
adults over the age of 60 receive free
admission. Don’t miss out on the free
meal on Saturday from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Native dancers compete at Wacipi.

Experience Indian
Horse Relay Aug. 23-25

Head down to Canterbury Park from
August 23-25 for high-speed bareback
horse racing at the SMSC’s annual Indian Horse Relay. Riders in full Native
American regalia will race bareback
around the track three times, exchanging horses with each lap at top speeds
in front of the grandstand. Indian Relay
dates back over 400 years, when the
horse became part of the culture and
way of life for many Native American
tribes. Races start at 6:30 pm on Thursday and Friday, and at 6 pm on Saturday,
with Indian Horse Relay races taking
place between live horse racing. While
you’re there, be sure to check out the
Indian Market in the Canterbury Expo
Center, where you’ll find a variety of
unique, handmade Native American arts
and crafts for sale.
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The Ghost Town of Plum Creek

By Dennis F Dvorak, New Prague
Area Historical Society President
The name of “Plum Creek” stamped
on a tin plate connected to an immigrant
trunk found in a former antique shop belonging to Jerry Flicek of New Prague
caught my interest. The name of “Plum
Creek” confirmed the destination of the
trunk and stories handed down from my
wife’s grandfather, John F. Novak, son
of Jan Nowak (Novak) and Veronika
Palma Novak. John was born in Plum
Creek on the NE corner of 260th St East
and Zachary Avenue.
Nestled in a valley of the Big Woods
of Scott County, between 260th St East
and 280th St East on Zachary Avenue in
Credit River Township, was the small
community of Plum Creek. The small
farm village was situated along the
banks of Porter Creek that meandered
through the valley from Webster on the
east and the deserted whistle stop village of “New Helena” on the west.
Bohemian and Irish settlers arrived
in the early 1870s, and the Plum Creek
post office was established in March of
1873. The post office began serving the
rural population of the home of Robert Gardner in the southwest quarter of
section 25. The post was moved to the
northwest quarter of section 25 in January 14, 1884, where J. W. Soules served
as postmaster. In 1880, the population of
the township was 944.
John W Soules, born in Canada in
1841, came to Scott County with his
father in 1854. His father purchased
160 acres in the township, but sold the
land five years later and returned to the
East. John remained in the neighborhood of Plum Creek and farmed. He
eventually went to Ohio and Canada,
however he returned to Cedar Lake in
the early 1860s and became the postmaster and merchant. He also served as
school clerk, constable, and justice of
the peace. He married Miss Irena Belts
in 1861. They eventually became the
parents of eight children.
Plum Creek was a busy farming village consisting of a post office, sawmill,
general store, tavern, creamery, blacksmith, and an open air dance floor. Initially settlers had the challenge of clearing a vast hardwood forest to establish
their homes and paths to neighboring
communities. Celia Jorejsi, a member of
the Jan and Katerina Kral Horejsi family, remarked how trees had to be marked
for settlers to find their way to Veseli,
New Market, and New Prague. Jan and
Katerina Horejsi constructed their home
and all of their farm buildings out of
logs. The logs were cut from trees surrounding their homestead. Their log
home was built around a tree stump that
eventually became the center of their
home and a base for a table.
John Sirek and Anna Korbel emigrat-

Plum Creek was settled by Bohemian and Irish settlers. Above, Celia Horejsi
tended her flock of geese in Plum Creek in 1930.

ed with their parents as children from
Bohemia. After leaving Baltimore and
New York on an arduous trip by rail and
steamboat, they arrived in Saint Paul
and boarded a riverboat that took their
families to Belle Plaine. Walking with a
team of oxen, the two families eventually arrived in New Prague where they
made their home. John Sirek and Anna
Korbel were married in 1877 at St.
Wenceslaus Church in New Prague. Afterwards, Jon and Anna collected their
belongings which consisted of a bed,
stove and table, and headed to Plum
Creek, where they bought eight acres of
land for $560.
Joseph Tupa reportedly had the largest farm at Plum Creek, covering about
300 acres. He regularly delivered loads
of rye and cash crops to Elko. There
were many small family farms around
Plum Creek and in one instance, five
families resided on one eighty-acre
farm. According to Joe Tupa, the population was “very small” and consisted
largely of the Sebeck family along with
Grandpa and Grandma Zitel. Joe recalled that there was a baseball game
every Sunday during the summer.
Henry Sebeck (Sebek) owned and
operated the creamery and farm store in
Plum Creek. Sebeck was born in Chicago and married Mary Tupa of Plum
Creek in 1880. Cream was churned in
to butter daily and was stored in an icehouse or the coalhouse. The icehouse
was filled to the rafters with ice for the
summer supply from nearby lakes. J. W.
Soules transported the churned butter
to Elko, where the freight and passenger cars of the Chicago-Milwaukee and
St. Paul Railroad transported the dairy
products to St. Paul and elsewhere. By
July of 1904, the creamery outpost significantly increased and thirty-two tubs
of butter were sent by rail to various
Eastern markets. In January of 1907,
Sebeck paid his patrons 30 cents for
“December butterfat.” The churn was

originally operated by a steam engine,
but by 1904 coal was the preferred fuel.
Sebeck also operated the sawmill.
Later, John Shima took over the sawmill and in 1907 he reported that “There
were 700 logs stacked and ready for
sawing.” Sebek was employed by the
State of Minnesota as a District Steam
Boiler Inspector from 1911-1955, serving Scott and Carver Counties. Joseph
and Frank Cihlar operated a steam
threshing rig in Plum Creek and Sebeck
had a clover hauler.
Wesely, a Bohemian settlement in
Rice County (known today as Veseli)
was a popular destination for church,
shopping, and dances. The “Stepka
String Band” was organized in Plum
Creek. They played at dances in Veseli
and neighboring towns. The violin players were Frank Stepka, John Sebeck, Albert Tupa, John Novak (Linda Dvorak’s
grandfather), and John Brodina on the
base violin.
In October 1904, Ms. Josephine and
Emma Stejskal along with Rosy Sebek

made a trip to Wesely to attend a dance.
However the “Little Chicago Band” that
was scheduled failed to show up, so music was provided by A. W. Tupa, James
Kadrlik and Joseph Pavek of Plum
Creek. Dances and parties were often
held at the home of Plum Creek families. On one occasion, Joe Tupa hosted a
party that was followed by dancing until
the wee hours when it was time to play
“Home Sweet Home.”
Trips by buggy or automobile from
Plum Creek to St. Patrick, Marystown, Lonsdale, Shakopee, New Market, Elko, Lakeville, and St Paul were
made for business and leisure purposes.
St. Paul could be reached by rail from
Elko. By 1907 roads -- though not
paved -- allowed travel during most of
the year, other than spring when Porter
Creek flooded and would prevent travel
on Zachary Ave between County Road
2 and 280th Street East. The Creek continues to flood each spring, and often
results in barricades being placed at the
entrance and exits on Zachary Avenue.
The village and buildings of Plum
Creek disappeared by 1923. Today,
Plum Creek is not familiar to many
people other than a few local families.
Families of early Bohemia settlers continue to live in the vicinity of Lonsdale,
Veseli, St. Patrick, and New Prague.
Spellings of some family names have
changed over time, and now include
Sebeck, Tupa, Stejskeal, Nowak or Novak, Sirek, Chilar, Cervenka, Bednar,
Hanzal, Kaderlik, Sbovoda, Simota,
Palma, Shima, Sticha, Rezac, Simek,
Pavek, Mach, Blaha, Malecha, and Bastis or Bastyr. The Bohemian families
came from the Tabor or Trebon region
of Southern Bohemia. Irish families also
established farms in Plum Creek and included the Donnellys, Reedys, Vaughns,
Faddens, O’Conners, and Stephens.

Scott County Historical Society
upcoming events

Summer History Scavenger Hunt
Visit 10 historic locations in Scott County, and send us a photo. You could win
prizes, and the chance to be featured in an upcoming exhibit. Find out more at
scottcountyhistory.org!
50th Anniversary Picnic, Aug. 25, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Celebrate 50 years of history! Join us for games, BBQ, theater, music awards,
and much more! We will be in the Stans Garden at the Scott County Historical
Society.
Beer and Bingo, Sept. 19, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
Join us at the Shakopee Brew hall for a night of beer, bingo, and company.
Play Ball: Sports in Scott County Exhibit Opening – Sept. 27, 6:30 p.m.
Visit a dugout, see yourself as a baseball card, and learn about the history
of sports in Scott County. An evening to tour the new exhibit and enjoy a
performance of “Who’s on First” by the Prior Lake Players.
Nestled in a valley of The Big Woods of Scott County, the farming village of
Plum Creek had a sawmill (pictured above), as well as a post office, general
store, tavern, creamery, blacksmith, and an open air dance floor.

Craft Beer Tour, Sept. 29, 3 p.m.
Visit Boathouse Brewing and the Shakopee Brew hall on a vintage bus. Enjoy
beer and presentations from sports historian Ryan Barland!
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office

Drug abuse prevention efforts continue

While the Scott County Sheriff’s Office takes drug enforcement very seriously, we understand that law enforcement alone cannot solve the ongoing
drug problem.
In addition to our regular patrol operations, the Sheriff’s Office is a member
agency of the Southwest Metro Drug
Task Force, which provides a multijurisdictional effort to reduce drug trafficking and to provide effective drug
awareness education through the coordination and resource sharing of its participating agencies.
Clearly, it’s important to continue
enforcing our laws; however, we need
to reach people before they become
addicted to drugs or get involved in
criminal drug activity. This can be done
through education initiatives and providing other preventative tools to our
communities. Within Scott County,
we’re exploring and implementing alternative approaches to drug enforcement.
If you’ve been paying attention, it’s
not difficult to see the negative effects
of drug addiction on families, in our
schools, in our community, and ultimately in our criminal justice system.
In Scott County, we also have the Scott
County Drug Prevention Task Force,
which heads an anti-drug initiative
called ChooseNotToUse. This program
is dedicated to educating and preventing
the use of illegal drugs in K-12 children
(as well as the citizens of Scott County),
and providing them with the tools they
need to make healthy lifestyle decisions.
The funding for ChooseNotToUse
outreach and education efforts are primarily raised through drug forfeiture
funds and an annual golf fundraiser.
The “Tee it Up for the Task Force Golf
Invitational” is held at Stonebrooke
Golf Course in Shakopee, and all monies raised go directly toward further education for our Scott County students,
parents, and our community. The golf
tournament has raised over $380,000
since it began 12 years ago.
Most recently, these funds have allowed ChooseNotToUse to partner with
the Courage to Speak Foundation to
provide drug prevention curriculums
to our schools. These curricula address
the social and emotional aspects of drug
addiction, which concentrate on refusal skills, parent involvement, healthy
passions, courage in relationships, and
trusting adults. Jordan Middle and
High School implemented this new curriculum last year, which was taught by
their health teacher and was very well
received by staff and students.
Regardless of how many programs
law enforcement or our schools make,
it’s important to understand that drug
prevention begins at home. For many
types of drugs, especially opioids, the

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Five ways to fight elder abuse,
neglect, financial exploitation
As Americans, we believe that people of all ages and abilities deserve to
be treated fairly and equally and to live
free from abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation.  Here are five ways you can
join this fight.

Break down isolation.

place users are finding the drugs are in
people’s medicine cabinets. Opioids
are prescription pain killers such as hydrocodone (Vicodin), oxycodone (OxyContin or Percocet), codeine, morphine,
or fentanyl. These drugs are often legally prescribed to a person to prevent
pain, but often end up in the wrong
hands. In 2016, opioids killed almost
400 people in Minnesota, and hospitalized over 2,000 people who overdosed.
Because opioids and other drugs
are so readily available in many of our
homes, it is vital that we secure these
drugs when they are prescribed to us,
and dispose of them properly when they
are no longer needed or the prescription expires. This leads us to another
of the Scott County Drug Prevention
Tasks Force’s initiatives: “Take It To
The Box.”
“Take It To The Box” is a program
that allows anyone to anonymously
dispose of their unused prescription
or non-prescription medications at no
charge, and it accepts any sort of pill
or liquid medication to their local box
anonymously. “Take It To The Box” locations are available within each city in
Scott County. For locations and times,
visit http://choosenottouse.org.
When it comes to drugs, we should
focus on the goals everybody agrees on:
Protecting our kids, public safety, and
preventing and treating drug abuse and
addiction. Law enforcement, combined
with drug education, can function as an
important tool if is applied adequately
and appropriately. Both strategies can
be successful and effective only if they
are combined in a balanced and comprehensive approach.
When substance use prevention initiatives such as ChooseNotToUse and
“Take It To The Box” are properly
implemented by schools and communities, use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal
drugs is reduced. Such programs help
teachers, parents, and health care professionals shape youths’ perceptions
about the risks of substance use.
For more information on the Scott
County Drug Prevention Task Force,
please contact Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator Kathy Welter at (952)
239-6885 or by at email Kwelter@
co.scott.mn.us.

Take It To The Box

Total pounds of drugs disposed
in Scott County, 2011-17

We can’t talk about elder abuse without talking about social isolation. Elders
without strong social networks face a
greater risk of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. It’s up to all of us to ensure that
our communities are supporting and engaging older adults. One simple way to
do this is by staying in touch with the
older adults in your community, so go
ahead and knock on your neighbor’s
door just to say hi or start an intergenerational book club or movie night. You
can also support community efforts
to empower elders and fight isolation;
act by volunteering to deliver meals or
serve as a long-term care ombudsman.

Learn to spot “red flags.”

There are a number of red flags that
could suggest the presence of elder
abuse. Examples include:
• Isolation (especially by a
caregiver);
• Unpaid bills or utilities that have
been turned off;
• Unusual or quick changes in a
will or other financial documents;
• Missing medications; and/or
• Bruises or welts (especially on
the face).
Even if you are not certain abuse is
taking place, you can report any suspicions of abuse so a professional can
investigate.

Connect with resources in
your community.

There are a variety of local resources
in your community that help address
elder abuse and social isolation. Adult
Protective Services agencies investigate, and can respond to, suspected
abuse. Long-Term Care Ombudsman
programs advocate for residents of care
facilities. Area Agency on Aging and
Aging and Disability Resource Centers
can offer meals, health and wellness
programs, and caregiver support programs, and Older Americans Act Legal
Services Providers can offer legal help.
The Eldercare Locator (800-677-1116)
can connect you to all of these programs.

Help stop elder abuse.

Watch out for scams and fraud.

Whether it is a foreign prince or a
mystery caller with an exclusive “investment opportunity,” scammers steal
billions of dollars from seniors every
year. Here are a few tips to help you
help elders protect themselves:
• Have them sign up for the Do
Not Call Registry online or call
(888) 382-1222 to reduce telemarketing calls.
• If you suspect Social Security
fraud, report it online or call
(800) 269-0271.
• Tell them to never give out credit
card, banking, Social Security,
Medicare, or other personal information over the phone unless
he or she initiated the call.
• Make sure they check with a lawyer or trusted family member before signing any document they
do not completely understand.

Talk about it.

Many older adults who face abuse,
neglect, or exploitation feel guilty or
ashamed about their experience. One
study found that for every reported case
of elder abuse, 23 cases go unreported.
We must become more comfortable
talking about abuse in a way that makes
clear that everyone, no matter what their
age, is worthy of dignity and respect.
Victims should never feel embarrassed
or feel that they are responsible for the
abuse they experienced.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Shawna Faith Thompson, U of MN Extension Financial Capability Educator, at (952) 492-5383 or
shawnaft@umn.edu.

Source: https://blog.ssa.gov/fiveways-to-fight-elder-abuse-neglectand-financial-exploitation/

Special property tax refund

Some taxpayers may be eligible* for a “special” property tax refund from
the state of Minnesota.  If you have already filed the Form M1PR for 2017
Minnesota Homestead Credit Refund, you can disregard this notice. The
special property tax refund is available to homeowners and has no income
limit, unlike the “regular” property tax refund.
To qualify for the special property tax refund:
• You must have lived in your home on Jan. 2, 2017 and Jan. 2,
2018;
• Your net property tax on your homestead must have increased by
more than 12 percent from 2017 to 2018; and
• The increase must have been at least $100.

You may file for free on the Minnesota Department of Revenue website!
• Go to www.revenue.state.mn.us
•

Click “Property Tax Refund” under “For Individuals” to get started

*Additional requirements may apply -- please refer to the Form M1PR filing
instructions
Need forms? • Visit the Minnesota Department of Revenue website at
www.revenue.state.mn.us
• Visit your local library
• Call (651) 296-4444 or 1 (800) 657-3676
Scott County Tax Statements can be viewed online at www.scottcountymn.
gov. Your 2017 return should be filed by August 15, 2018. The final deadline
to claim the 2017 refund is August 15, 2019.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

New technology
provides gains for
criminal justice system

Working together, the Scott County
Sheriff’s Office, the City Police Departments, the County Attorney’s Office,
Public Defenders Office, Community
Corrections, and the state are streamlining some outdated processes and
implementing key technologies to save
money, speed up proceedings, and better serve the citizens.
In law enforcement, the Sheriff’s Office -- along with the seven City Police
Departments -- selected LETG software
after an extensive selection process to
replace its aging 17-year-old mainframe
computer system. According to Chief
Deputy Sheriff Adam Pirri, “The new
software enables a more fluid process
of information sharing between public safety partners, including dispatch,
law enforcement agencies, the County
Attorney’s Office, Community Corrections, and the court system.” The software went live in late 2016.
On the prosecution side, the County
Attorney’s Office recently went to alldigital case files in April of this year.   It
enables prosecutors to quickly access
their cases and better manage their caseloads.  All the new files that come into
the office are opened paperless.  Every
attorney now has a laptop that can be
carried to Court and other meetings,
making them more efficient and completely mobile where they securely have
access to every case document just as
if they were sitting at their desk in the
office.   According to County Attorney
Ron Hocevar, “This move to all digital
files will save significant dollars over
time in paper, storage, time, and file
space costs.” The State Court system
moved to an all-digital or paper reduc-

tion model in 2016.
Through the Justice Steering Committee, those same community partners
worked together to simplify some interdependent processes, and in doing so:
• … reduced the number of
outstanding payable warrants;
• … helped implement the
Treatment Court to address drugrelated offenses;
• … reduced the Jail population’s
“average number of days stayed”
by adjusting the Court calendars,
avoiding the opening of an
additional Jail pod -- estimated to
be a savings of over $1 million a
year;
• … improved the number of
applications presented to
newly-booked inmates, thereby
significantly reducing delays
and continuances in later Court
proceedings; and
• … reduced staff hours and
improved service delivery through
the changes to the distribution of
the Jail’s Daily Population Report.

August/September 2018 Scott County SCENE Page 15

EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Growth requires preparedness

Over the last 20 years, Scott County has been the fastest growing county in Minnesota. Since 2000, Scott County’s population has grown by about 54,000 – that
means almost 40 percent of current Scott County residents did not live here prior
to the year 2000.
Scott County has been carefully balancing growth with increased expectations
of service. Some new township residents become surprised when a deputy responds to their call for service or when the fire department has to haul in water to
a fire instead of hooking up to a hydrant.  As population has increased in density,
emergency management tries to keep pace with changing needs of our community.
What often gets overlooked is the transient population in Scott County.
For years, Scott County has been the entertainment destination in the metro.
Mystic Lake Resort and Casino, Canterbury Park, Valleyfair, and the Renaissance
Festival collectively attract over 10 million people annually to Scott County. This
is the place that people come to play and visit the candy store, speedway, or an
apple orchard. To put things in perspective, these venues annually attract more
guests than Target Field, US Bank Stadium, Xcel Energy Center, the State Fair,
Target Center, CHS Field, and the St. Paul Winter Carnival combined.
The impacts on preparedness activities are significant.  While it may be really
inconvenient to drive on Highway 169 when events result in congestion and crashes, a large emergency at these venues can quickly create a crisis whose waves ripple
through our whole community.
Most of our preparedness activities occur behind the scenes. We have developed inter-operable communications solutions allowing venue responders to communicate directly with public safety at two of these venues so far. During a recent
February football game, we had a number of volunteer teams and pre-staged locations on standby for temporary sheltering. When 1.75 inch hail was falling just 60
By working together, updating pro- miles south of the Scott County Fair on opening night, we were actively monitoring
cesses, and leveraging technology, the the changing weather and communicating directly with the National Weather Sercriminal justice community has found vice and with deputies working the event.
Scott County is a leading county in the implementation and weekly testing of the
that it can really gain efficiencies and
improve services for our community. Integrated Public Alert and Warning (IPAWS) network. IPAWS allows us to send
Deputy County Administrator Lezlie a wireless emergency alert to smart phones of people within a warned polygon.
Vermillion agrees: “These initiatives Unlike “opt-in” mass notification services where people have to sign up to receive
are consistent with what SCALE and its notifications, a wireless emergency alert will impact all users (except those that
partner entities have been doing for over have disabled the app) within a selected danger zone. This provides us the capabila decade: Working together, we can re- ity of warning someone traveling through our area in the event of a civil emergency
duce costs and improve efficiencies.   such as a hazmat spill.
As Scott County continues to grow, we aim to adapt to a continuously changing
This may be even more important in
environment.
the area of criminal justice and keeping
Scott County safe, healthy, and livable.”

Summer fun

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park was
brimming with activity July 21 during
the Annual Summerfest sponsored
by Three Rivers Parks, Scott County,
and the Credit River Antique Tractor
Club. A free zip line and rock climbing
wall, archery lessons, canoe and
kayak
opportunities, pontoon
rides, bouncy houses, rope making
demonstrations, and the antique
tractor show and parade were all part
of the day of fun.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Cover crop test plots planted in Scott County

Cover crops are being discussed
more and more right now within the
farming community, and with good reason. When conditions are right, cover
crops increase soil health, reduce soil
compaction, reduce weed pressure, reduce erosion, and can be used as forage
for livestock.   With all these benefits,
why isn’t everyone already using cover
crops? One of the main challenges is
that every situation is different. Variables such as weather, crop rotation, soil
types, and the types of herbicides being
applied are all factors in determining
how cover crops can be utilized.
Studies throughout the United States
have shown that cover crops can lead to
a multitude of benefits, both financial
and environmental, but these studies
have been done outside of Scott County
where the variables are different. Because of this, it can be challenging to
apply the findings of the studies here.  
The general findings of the studies are
helpful, but the specifics of when and
what to plant can vary greatly.
To better serve local producers, the

Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) wants to dig into the specifics of growing cover crops right here
in Scott County. They are working to
find out what the challenges and barriers
are to growing cover crops here, as well
as learning the best ways of implementing cover crops here. As part of this effort, the Scott SWCD is implementing
a series of cover crop trials, including
a cover crop test plot near Belle Plaine.
The test plot is part of a larger field
farmed by Rob Schultz, which he planted to corn this spring. In mid-June, the
Scott SWCD interseeded a cover crop
of Annual Ryegrass, Berseem Clover,
Bayou Kale, and Purple Top Turnips
into standing corn on the test plot portion of the field.   This three-acre portion of the field will be used as the Scott
SWCD’s test plot for the next five years,
incorporating cover crops into Schultz’s
corn and soybean rotation.
There was an interseeding field day
on the test plot in June, and additional
field days will take place this fall and
next spring. Even if you cannot make it

The test plot site can be viewed
along West Evergreen Street in Belle
Plaine. If you’re interested in this
project, contact Scott SWCD.

to a scheduled field day, anyone is welcome to view the cover crop test plot
on their own, which is along West Evergreen Street, Belle Plaine. Look for
“Test Plot” signs along the field to know
that you are in the right place.
The Scott SWCD has also set up additional side-by-side comparison sites
where half of the field will be seeded
with cover crops, while the remaining
portion of the field will be farmed with

no changes. Soil tests will be done on
these fields every year for the next five
years to track how the soil is changing where covers are being grown and
where they are not. Yield comparisons
will also be done to show how covers
affect yield.  The field comparison sites
have various soil types to help give a
more complete picture of how cover
crops can be implemented in multiple
scenarios across the County. With this
local cover crop data in hand, producers
will be able to make informed decisions
about whether or not cover crops are a
viable option for their operation.
If you’re interested in incorporating cover crops into your operation, the
Scott SWCD can work with you to create a cover crop plan specific to your
farm. They can also help you sign up
for financial incentives from the Scott
Watershed Management Organization
and the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District. Call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425 to sign up or to
learn more.

Lawn converted to prairie provides many benefits

Once Ward and Wendy Larson no longer had cattle
to graze their pasture in Credit River Township, they
were left with ten acres of lawn to mow. As anyone
who mows their lawn knows, ten acres is a lot of lawn.
In early 2014, Ward and Wendy received a mailing
from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan, inviting them to a free workshop to
learn about planting native prairies and financial assistance options. They attended the February workshop,
and by spring they were in the process of restoring four
acres of their lawn to native prairie.
Alyssa Alness, Ecological Specialist with the
SWCD, taught the workshop and guided the Larsons
through the native prairie restoration process. “It was
exciting to convert that much lawn into native prairie,”
says Alyssa, “… and now instead of having to mow the
area, they can just enjoy it.” Alyssa worked closely
with the Larsons from the first site visit (where they
made a plan for the prairie restoration) to guiding them
through site preparation and seeding, to follow-up site
visits after the prairie was planted to answer maintenance questions.
The Larsons’ prairie is now on its fourth year and is
looking great. Ward noted that “… when we initially
killed off such a large part of the lawn, the neighbors
were concerned, but when we explained that we were
preparing the ground to plant a native prairie, they got
excited about it!” Ward mows paths through the prairie not only for himself and Wendy, but for friends and
family who stop by. People are always curious about

Ward and Wendy Larson in Credit River Township
converted four acres of their large lawn to native
prairie with help from Scott SWCD.

the prairie when they come to visit, so he created a
binder identifying the plants that can be found in the
prairie which guests can use as a guide when walking
along the paths.
Not only is the Larsons’ prairie a beautiful conversation starter, it is helping to conserve natural resources. Native prairies improve water quality by eliminating sources of sediment and other pollutants, and by
reducing the amount of stormwater runoff. Unlike
turf grass which has shallow roots, the roots of native
plants and grasses are very long which create path-

ways for stormwater to infiltrate into the ground.  The
mix of native grasses and flowers provides diversity
which enhances habitat quality for many wildlife species. Ward has noticed that deer like to sleep in the
prairie and walk on the paths. He has seen an increase
in Monarch butterflies because of the milkweed in the
prairie. There is also a row of spruce trees near the
prairie where many birds nest, and Ward sees the birds
flying between the prairie and their nests in the trees.  
While they are no longer regularly mowing the area as
lawn, there is still some maintenance involved. For
the first two years, the Larsons mowed the entire prairie twice a year to keep the weeds from going to seed.
Last year, the prairie’s third year, it only required spot
spraying of a thistle patch which will have to be treated again this fall. Next spring, they plan on burning
the prairie, which kills back many of the weeds and
helps the native plants thrive. Ward has been enjoying
their prairie because “… every year is a new experience. Yes, there is work involved, but overall it has
been fun.”
There is a perception that native prairie restorations
can only be done by converting farm fields to native
prairie, but Ward and Wendy’s prairie shows that a
lawn can be restored to a native prairie successfully
and beautifully. If you have property that you’re interested in restoring to native prairie, technical and financial assistance may be available. Contact the Scott
SWCD in Jordan at (952) 492-5425 or visit scottswcd.
org to find out more.

Raingardens need to be maintained

As awareness rises in our community
about the effects of stormwater pollutants on our lakes and rivers, an increasing number of Scott County residents
have installed raingardens in their yards.
Why? Raingardens capture stormwater
runoff from roofs, driveways, and sidewalks so it can infiltrate into the ground
instead of eroding the landscape and
picking up pollutants before rushing
into local water bodies. Raingardens
are planted with native plants, hardy to
Minnesota and with long roots that create channels for stormwater to infiltrate.
Installing a raingarden is a great way
to do your part for water quality, but like
any garden, there is some maintenance
involved. If you have already put in
your raingarden or are thinking about it
for next spring, here are a few maintenance reminders to keep your raingarden looking good and functioning to its
full capacity for years to come.
Weeding: The majority of raingarden maintenance is the weeding, which
should not be a surprise to anyone who
has gardened before. Luckily, double-

designed, keep the edge of the garden
defined.  You can do this with a physical border of rocks or plastic edging, or
by diligently weeding along the edge to
keep the grass from encroaching.

It is important to weed and maintain
the edge of a raingarden to keep it
functioning as designed.

shredded hardwood mulch works great
in raingardens to suppress most of the
weeds.  The first few years of the raingarden require the most weeding while
the native plants become established.
Some weeding is necessary in future
years, but the native plants will fill in
the empty space where weeds tend to
grow and will be large enough to shade
out many small weeds.
Maintaining the edging: To ensure
your raingarden continues to function as

Native plant maintenance: Each
spring, check your raingarden to see
if there are any plants that did not survive. If there are, purchase replacements to be planted in the garden. You
can also check to see if there are areas
of the garden that could use a few more
plants. This is your chance to be creative! You can purchase replacements
and additional plants that match what is
already in your garden, or you can try
new native species for additional color
and variety.
If you have questions about raingarden maintenance or are interested in installing a raingarden in your yard next
spring, contact the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan at (952)
492-5425.  Technical assistance and financial incentives may be available for
help in installing the raingarden.

This landowner protected his young
trees with wire cages to protect them
from hungry animals.

Create natural spaces
with trees, shrubs

Trees and native prairies provide
food and habitat for wildlife and help
to improve water quality. Residents of
Scott County see the benefits of creating
natural areas on their properties. This
year, residents purchased over 31,000
tree and shrub seedlings, and over 150
native seed mixes through the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) sale.
If you’re interested in receiving a
reminder about ordering tree seedlings
or native seeds mixes for next year, visit
scottswcdtrees.com to sign up for email
updates. Orders for 2019 can be placed
starting this October.

