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Road work ahead

County gears up for busy construction season

Prior Lake and the City of Savage, will reconstruct
Motorists be warned: Multiple road construction
the intersection of County Highway (CH) 42 and
projects -- some of them major undertakings to imTrunk Highway (TH) 13 and its immediate area.
prove safety, mobility, and pavement surfaces-This project will add dual left turn lanes on
are getting underway in Scott County beginCH 42 at its TH 13 intersection, install a
ning this month.
permanent signal system at the inter“We’ll do everything we can to resection, and install a trail/sidewalk on
duce traffic problems during the
CH 42 for bike and pedestrian
construction process, but moconnectivity. Signal upgrades
torists will be inconvenienced
will
also take place at the inby some of the road closures
tersections of Rutgers Street/
and single lane traffic that will
be necessary to complete the
CH 42 and Quebec Avenue/CH
work,” said Lisa Freese, Scott
42, along with median reconstrucCounty’s Transportation Services
tion, access modifications, and paveDirector.
ment replacement. Pavement replacement extends from Boone Avenue to LouiIn order to stay informed about road closiana Avenue, which marks the endpoints of
sures, detours, and expected delays, residents
the project.
are encouraged to visit www.ScottCountyMN.
Some closures of CH 42 may occur this sumgov/roads and sign up to receive road alerts and
mer/fall and traffic lanes will be limited during other
project information.
times of the construction project. Check the County webCH 83/4th Avenue, Shakopee
The first project began April 2 at the intersection of CH site and the next issue of the SCENE for updates.
TH169/TH41/CH78 interchange,
83 (Canterbury Road) and 4th Avenue in Shakopee, and
frontage roads, and CH14 overpass
currently involves the closure of the right lane in both diWork to develop crossover lanes for the construction
rections. CH 83 will be completely closed as the intersection is completely reconstructed.
ROAD WORK to page 7
CH 42/TH13, Savage/Prior Lake
Scott County, in partnership with MnDOT, the City of For project updates visit ScottCountyMN.gov/roads

Threads for Teens MN provides
free, fashionable clothing
Every girl should feel special, especially during those often difficult
adolescent years. Unfortunately, too
many teenage and young adult women don’t enjoy the simple luxuries
of shopping for new clothes, getting
dressed up for special events, and
feeling good about the way one looks.
Grace and Katie Myler of Shakopee
are looking to change that, one girl at
a time.
Threads for Teens Minnesota
-- modeled after and affiliated with
the original charitable organization
founded in 2010 by Allyson Ahlstrom in California -- “is a boutique
providing free, fashionable clothing
to teen girls in foster care or lowincome households” to help build
self-esteem, confidence, and hope
through the gift of clothing. And
when they say “boutique,” they mean
it: From the waft of spa-like scents
to the bright and airy décor, Threads
for Teens could be easily mistaken
for a high-end fashion retailer -- after all, over 90 percent of their clothing, shoes, and other accessories are
brand new.

What does Threads for
Teens provide?
Threads for Teens can and will
provide up to six pieces of clothing
and four accessories (which can include shoes) to all eligible customers,
and most customers return every six
months or so (“But we can always
make exceptions for special needs
that arise,” said Katie Myler, one of
the co-directors). They can also provide personal care products, such as

Grace and Katie Myler are co-directors of Threads for Teens Minnesota.
The non-profit has a site in Shakopee where teen girls who are nominated
for assistance can receive free clothing, accessories, and more. (Photo
courtesy of Jamie Smith Photography)

tampons, sanitary pads, shampoo,
body wash, and the like.
And it’s open to every girl, ages
13 to 21, who is living in low income
or foster homes, regardless of location. Threads for Teens Minnesota
has served customers from Anoka
County, Minneapolis, McLeod County, Carver County, and all over Scott
County.
It’s just that simple. No tricks, no

fees, no strings attached.
How does it work?
Katie and her other co-director
(and impressively impassioned
16-year-old daughter) Grace, make
it exceptionally easy to get engaged
with the organization.
First, an online nomination form
should be submitted (at http://threadsforteens.org/threads-for-teens-nomTHREADS FOR TEENS to page 11

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

April 17
April 24

County Board Meetings through June 2018
–
County Board meeting
–
no meeting			

May 1
May 8
On December 20 of last year, Congress passed a significant (some might say May 15
historic) tax cut measure that was signed into law by the president on December 22. May 22
The primary focus of this the tax reform was to provide a significant reduction in May 29

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

–
–
–
--

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

Fiscal stability needed at national level

corporate taxes – aimed squarely at improving economic growth. However, the reductions in corporate and individual tax rates were only partially offset by changes
in special tax breaks and tax deductions; and, as such, if the economic growth is
not able to significantly boost government revenues, the tax bill will drive up the
Federal budget deficit. When you combine the tax bill with the omnibus spending
deal that was recently signed into law, it would certainly appear that both Congress
and the president have thrown fiscal sanity out the window by returning the nation
to an annual budget deficit nearing $1 trillion.
At the end of 2008, federal debt held by the public stood at 39 percent of GDP,
which was close to its average of the preceding several decades. However, since
then, large deficits have caused debt held by the public to grow sharply—to a point
estimated to be near 77 percent of GDP by the end of fiscal year 2018. Debt has
exceeded 70 percent of GDP during only one other period in U.S. history: from
1944 through 1950, when it spiked because of a surge in federal spending during
World War II. And there is significant concern among many economists as to how
sustainable the Federal debt may be.
By definition, the debt becomes unsustainable when private investors are no
longer willing to hold it, at least at normal interest rates. Private investors become
unwilling to hold a nation’s debt when they become convinced that the government
will either default (in other words, renege on promises to repay) or monetize the
debt (in other words, finance it through money creation) in a way that would result
in rapidly increasing price inflation that reduces the existing debt’s relative value. It
is difficult, if not impossible, to establish a threshold level at which a country’s debt
becomes unsustainable. However, the trend that causes unsustainability is well
documented: A country cannot continually increase its debt at a rate that exceeds
the growth rate of the economy. When it does, it causes debt service to absorb more
and more of national income. And while the United States is certainly not currently
at the point of default or monetization, if there is not a course correction in the near
future, we may easily reach a point of no return.
It is time for all of us to come together in a national conversation about how to
restore fiscal sanity to our nation. And by fiscal sanity, I mean making changes that
would bring the Federal budget into balance... through either caps or reductions in
spending, or increases in revenues. These are the only actions that can move us in
the right direction.
Whether the approach is to increase revenues (another way of saying increasing
taxes) or decreasing spending, both will have a negative impact on society and the
economy. Federal spending on Medicaid and Medicare increased from $59.891
billion in 1970 to an estimated $1.163 trillion in 2018 – a 20-fold increase – and
more than half of it just in the last 15 years. Similarly, spending on Social Security
Disability and Survivor benefits has increased nearly 10-fold of over the same period of time.
Without significant revenue (tax) increases the current pace of spending in these
programs is simply unsustainable. On the other hand, despite all the rhetoric to the
contrary (even prior to the recent tax reductions), U. S. taxes were low relative to
those in other developed countries. U.S. taxes at all levels of government (Federal,
state, and local) represented 26 percent of Gross Domestic Product, compared to
an average of 34 percent of GDP for other developed nations. Among developed
nations, only Korea, Ireland, Chile, and Mexico had lower levels of overall taxation
than the U.S.
I am not advocating for tax increases or spending reductions; from a personal
perspective, I could support either. However, I am advocating that we bring fiscal
sanity in one form or the other back to our nation. As the 2018 elections near, I
would encourage everyone to focus their attention on how candidates will work to
reduce our deficit and begin to reduce our national debt. If we are to thrive and
prosper for the long term, it is essential that we find fiscal stability at the national
level.

Let’s Go Fishing seeks
volunteers, fishermen

The Scott County Chapter
of Let’s Go Fishing is
seeking volunteers to
assist with outings on
Cedar Lake
for the upcoming season.
The local chapter provides
free pontoon rides and
fishing outings to people
in the area, especially
those from veterans
organizations, senior
Let’s Go Fishing Volunteer Matt Houser
citizen groups, assisted
displays Sam Bisek’s fish.
living facilities, nursing
homes, and programs for people with developmental disabilities.
Outings leave as often as three times a day from
Cedar Lake Farms Regional Park.

Anyone interested in volunteering or wanting to sign up for
an outing should visit http://scottcounty.lgfws.com/

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated otherwise above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board
agendas, and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards,
Commissions, and Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have
incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Sand Creek Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendation on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently a vacancy on this
Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making recommendations
to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The
Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social
services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members, one from each
Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups
are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other month on the fourth
Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner
District 4. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee
assists in formulating programs, recommending budgets, and selecting and evaluating the
Extension staff. The University of Minnesota Extension discovers science-based solutions,
delivers practical education, and engages Minnesotans to build a better future. Together,
we create a better world for today and tomorrow by keeping our food safe and affordable;
preparing today’s youth to thrive in a complex world; ensuring Minnesota communities
are strong; improving our environment; and helping families make better decisions. The
Extension Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.). For more
information on Extension, go to www.extension.umn.edu or contact Tammy McCulloch,
Extension Regional Director, at tammym@umn.edu or (612) 735-6161.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council consists
of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is one
vacancy in Commissioner Districts 1 and 4 and two vacancies in Commissioner District
3. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in development of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of Health and Human Services;
makes recommendations related to human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and
objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest
group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are
particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at
6 p.m.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Barb Weckman Brekke: The Cities of Belle
Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee
(precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and
13).
• District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Want to learn to use public
transportation? Ask the new
SmartLink Travel Trainer

Work on 2040 Comprehensive Plan continues

Two open houses were held last month to allow the public an opportunity
to review the draft Scott County 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Comments from
residents were also received by staff before the more formal public hearing
process on April 9. To download the full 2040 plan document, review a
summary of all comments received at the open house, or learn more about
next steps in the planning process, check out the 2040 homepage at www.
wcottcountymn./gov/439/2040-Comprehensive-Plan.

Sign up kids for 4-H Fair Mini Day camp

Youth entering grades 1 though 6 are invited to register now for a three-day
camp in Prior Lake (Hidden Oaks Middle School, June 19-21); and Shakopee
(location to be determined, June 26-28) from 9 a.m. to noon.
Participants will create a craft project for the Fair and make fairy gardens,
build a robotic ferris wheel, and make fanciful Fair foods.
Register at www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/community for the Prior Lake
camp and www.shakopee.k12.mn.us for the Shakopee camp.

SmartLink
Transit of Scott
County is excited to announce a new
service being
offered to residents in our
communities -Travel Training! This service is available to those in
Scott County
who are motiAmy Melby
vated to learn
how to safely and independently use
public transportation. SmartLink’s goal
is to improve awareness of the transportation options available to our residents,
no matter where they live. The Travel
Trainer, a new role for SmartLink, will
focus on creating an understanding of
regional transportation among many
different resident groups within Scott
County. Older adults, individuals with
disabilities, students, as well as many
others can benefit from this free Travel
Training service. Examples of transportation available include Dial-a-Ride,
fixed bus routes, volunteer drivers,
Medical Assistance, taxi recommenda-

tions, and many other options.
Amy Melby has joined the SmartLink team as our Travel Trainer, and
she will be available full time to offer
both group presentations and one-onone instruction to promote awareness of
transportation services for Scott County
residents. “I’m excited to jump into the
Travel Trainer role,” she said. “Navigating public transportation can be intimidating at first, and my goal as the
Travel Trainer is to help new riders over
that initial hurdle in any way that I can.”
This new service ...
• Enhances freedom, mobility, and
independence for Scott County
residents;
• Provides access to safe and lowcost transportation solutions;
• Increases individuals’ self
confidence;
• Promotes healthy living by
enabling people to stay active in
the community.

If you would like to learn more about
the Travel Training services available
or to schedule a presentation for your
group, please contact our Travel Trainer
Amy at (952) 496-8709 or via email at
amelby@co.scott.mn.us.

After almost 150 years, noxious weeds still a problem
Since 1872, Minnesotans have been concerned
about noxious weeds and the impact they can have
on our environment and economy. Originally called
the “Canada Thistle Law,” the original Noxious Weed
Law in Minnesota tried to address the concern farmers had with new weeds invading their pastures and
freshly broken farm fields of the tall grass prairie. Today, the Minnesota Noxious Weed Law defines noxious weeds as an annual, biennial, or perennial plant
that the Commissioner of Agriculture designates to be
injurious to the public health, the environment, public
roads, crops, livestock, or other property. Some estimate that noxious weeds cost the United States on average $30.6 billion each year in decreased land value,
money, and time spent on control efforts, lower crop
yields, reduced forage quality, and impacts on animal
health. With 42 plant species on Minnesota’s 2018
Noxious Weed List, the concern for noxious weed
management is as important today as ever.
So what should you do if you have noxious weeds
on your property? Depending on how a weed is
designated under the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s 2018 Noxious Weed List, landowners have
certain responsibilities when it comes to their management. Prohibited Noxious Weeds fall under two
categories. First, the Eradicate List requires all listed
plant species to be eradicated by killing the above and
belowground parts of the plant. Scott County has no
confirmed weeds on the list, but is actively watching
for new infestations.
Second, the Control List requires all listed plant
species to be controlled, preventing the maturation and
spread of propagating parts (which can be controlled
by mowing or spraying before the weed seeds out).
Of the nine species on this list, Scott County has only
Ornamental Bittersweet from this list, and is working
to prevent new infestations.
The list also includes fifteen Restricted Noxious
Weeds that may not be sold, transported illegally, or
intentionally planted in Minnesota. Of these, Scott
County has two species of invasive Buckthorn, Crown
Vetch, and Wild Carrot/Queen Anne’s Lace. There are
also four specially Regulated Plants that are required
to be handled, controlled, or eradicated according to
specified regulations even though they may be native
to Minnesota.
If you have any of the noxious weeds listed above
on your property, Scott County and the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s (SWCD) first priority
is to work together with landowners, both public and
private, through education and outreach to help prevent new noxious weeds infestations while working
together to eradicate and control those weeds that are
already established. As a last resort, Scott County also

responds to complaints of noxious weeds within the
County and addresses those complaints when necessary. This may include requesting that the property
owner control or eradicate the noxious weeds located
upon their property.
If you have complaints regarding a noxious weed
issue, your first point of contact should be either your
township or city office. However, you can also contact the Scott County Noxious Weed Designated Em-

ployee, Nick Reishus, at (952) 496-8707 or via e-mail
at nreishus@co.scott.mn.us. If you have questions
about noxious weed identification, or need information on prevention, eradication, or control, please call
the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425. For more information with regards to the 2018 Minnesota Noxious
Weed List, please visit the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture website at https://www.mda.state.mn.us/
weedcontrol.

GENERAL NOTICE

TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS WEEDS
UPON YOUR PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of April 2018, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83
Subd. 1 (2017), that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on
land they own, occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful
method, but the methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds
and other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General Notice may mean that an
individual notice will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to
the appeal committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with the individual notice
will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge
against the person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax
upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected. You may obtain a list of the plants that are
noxious and a list of the members of the appeal committee from the County Designated Employee or local weed
inspector. The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors and/or their appointed assistants.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS
BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Gary Schmitz, Supervisor
Dale Stier, Supervisor
Kevin Slack, Supervisor
BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
John Busse, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor
CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
Chris Kostik, Supervisor
Al Novak, Supervisor
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor
Paul Howe, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Robert Puncochar, Supervisor
Norman Sticha, Supervisor
Joe Lambrecht, Supervisor

HELENA TOWNSHIP
John Wermerskirchen,
Supervisor
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Ed Nytes, Supervisor

SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
Chad Sandey, Supervisor
Bill Schneider, Supervisor
Bruce Hunstad, Supervisor

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor
Tom Gillham, Supervisor

ST. LAWRENCE
TOWNSHIP
Ted Kornder, Supervisor
Ronald Symanitz, Supervisor
Les Quatmann, Supervisor

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
John Weckman, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
Robert Pieper, Supervisor

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Ted Kowalski, Supervisor
Doug Berens, Supervisor

NEW MARKET TOWNSHIP
Marko Popovich, Supervisor
Brent Mohn, Supervisor
Harry Anderson, Supervisor
Doug Quast, Supervisor
George Silverness, Supervisor

CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Christopher G. Meyer, Mayor

CITY OF ELKO NEW
MARKET
Robert Crawford, Mayor
CITY OF JORDAN
Tanya Velishek, Mayor
CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Kirt Briggs, Mayor
CITY OF SAVAGE
Janet Williams, Mayor
CITY OF SHAKOPEE
Bill Mars, Mayor

Nick Reishus, Scott County Environmental
Services Environmentalist and the Designated
County Employee for Noxious Weed Control and
Enforcement, can be reached at (952) 496-8707 or
nreishus@co.scott.mn.us.
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Lunds & Byerlys takes
waste diversion up a level

Environmental SCENE
By Becky Groshens
Water Resource Technician

Outdoor opportunities are awaiting kids

“RAAAWWWRR!” he yelled, popping out of the tall grasses at six-year-old
me. I squealed and raced through the fragrant flowers and sticky weeds towards
the creek in what used to be a pasture. What better place than this piece of wild
floodplain for a spirited girl and her teenage neighbor to play dinosaurs!? I didn’t
realize the value of unstructured play outdoors until quite recently. The outdoors
has always been my favorite place to learn, play, and grow. But today, kids aren’t
spending as much time outside. They don’t have the same opportunities to learn and
connect with nature.
What opportunities are they missing? How about the chance to learn balance
and self-responsibility by climbing trees? Or the patience attained from pulling
in and handling a wriggling, slimy smallmouth bass? Lessons can be found even
watching nature, like: Life may seem chaotic (bees swarming to protect their hive),
but peace can also be found (inside or nearby the hive). Some of the most important lessons are taught best by nature, such as the fact that life cannot be contained.
This lesson can be found anywhere vegetation relentlessly grows through cracks in
pavement.
And it’s not only the lessons kids are missing, there’s growing evidence that
spending time in nature helps child development. Recent studies suggest that children who spend more time outdoors (rather than being entertained by an electronic
screen) are more likely to develop self-confidence, empathy, creativity, and are
generally less stressed or depressed. Furthermore, essential vitamins and minerals are processed or released by spending time in nature, like vitamin D absorption
prompted by sunlight.
Scott County Parks has plenty of opportunities for you and your child to connect in nature, at little or no cost (see more on pages 8 - 9). Have you ever tried
geocaching? Try it at Cleary Lake Regional Park in Prior Lake on May 6, and earn
yourself some S’mores in the process! Never caught a fish? Give it a try on May
26 at Cleary Lake Regional Park, with the equipment and instruction provided.
And if neither of those sounds like fun, check out the spring bird hike at MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve in Savage on May 10 for free. Murphy is one of the most
diverse, wild, and beautiful parks in Scott County; what better place to share some
memories with your child?
What are your best childhood memories? Where did they take place? Do you
remember a specific game or activity? Or was it more the connection with other
people and/or experiences that are clearer and more cherished to you now as an
adult? Were your favorite memories doing something healthy that you would want
your kids to do now? Make memories and promote healthy habits: Spend time in
nature, and encourage your kids to do the same.
For more opportunities to get outside and/or help our environment (so future
generations can) visit Scott County’s website at http://www.scottcountymn.gov.

When Waste Wise Sustainability
Specialists met with Lunds & Byerlys
in Prior Lake, it was clear waste reduction and sustainability were already an
important part of the store’s operations.
The store already had a strong waste
diversion program in place, including
a food-to-hogs program in which all
food scraps are collected and sent to pig
farmers for use as feed.
After Waste Wise conducted a waste
assessment and provided recommendations to improve the success of the recycling and food-to-hogs programs, General Manager Dave Chromy was excited
to take their waste diversion to the next
level. The new waste reduction plan involved not only adding color-coded and
clearly labeled recycling and trash bins
in each department, but also implementing an organics recycling program in
order to capture compostable material
that is not accepted in the food-to-hogs
program (e.g., paper towels).
Lunds & Byerlys received free bins,
labels, and compostable bags for their
new recycling program by applying for
the Scott County Business Recycling
Grant. The grant provided up to $10,000
in funding for them to purchase materials that will help them reduce waste.
Chromy mentioned that the grant played
a large part in their decision to upgrade
their recycling program: “The grant laid
the groundwork for us to be able to enhance our existing program.”
After adding color-coded recycling
and organics receptacles in each department, removing stand-alone trash
containers on the sales floor, and conducting thorough staff training, Lunds
& Byerlys is seeing less trash than ever
before. Recycling has increased by
about 25 percent, or 3,400 pounds annually; additionally, with the new organics
recycling program, the store is on target
to send an additional 41,600 pounds of
organic material to be composted rather
than sent to a landfill each year. “We’ve
had great reception among staff,” Chro-

New triple stream waste stations were
added in the store’s front entryway,
as well as in work areas.

my noted. “Within the first week of the
new program, the new recycling bins
were full. It has been a very successful
program!”
For more information on possible
assistance and funding to improve recycling at your city, business, place of worship, or other institution, contact Steve
Steuber at Scott County at (952) 4968473, or consult the recycling business
grant information on the Scott County
website at http://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1398/Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from SCORE and/or LRD
funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Be responsible with sprinklers

Spending time in nature helps child development, new studies indicate.
Visit Scott County Parks to learn new things and have fun. (Picture taken at
Cedar Lake Regional Park during Outdoor Education Days.)

Compost bins being sold
Have you ever thought about starting a garden? What if you had the opportunity to give your plants the optimal
food they need simply with some yard
waste and the food scraps that you currently toss in the garbage bin? Well,
you can! The process of composting
is an easy way to create excellent soil,
free of chemicals, and save money on
fertilizers. The best part is that around
half of the items tossed in your garbage
can be composted and turned into rich,
nutritious soil.
The key to successful composting
is having the right ratio (3:1) of carbon
(usually brown) to nitrogen (usually
green) filled items, along with adequate
moisture in the compost bin so the microorganisms can feed, multiply, and
create soil. If done correctly, your compost bin won’t stink or attract pests.
Scott County, in collaboration with

the Recycling Association of Minnesota
(RAM), is offering
Home Composter
Compost Bins for
sale on the RAM’s
website at http://re-

cycleminnesota.org/

for $64 plus tax.
The capacity of
these bins is 17 cubic feet. Once the purchase has been
made, you can bring your receipt to the
County’s Household Hazardous Waste
facility (located at 588 Country Trail E
in Jordan) to pick up your compost bin
on May 5 from 1 – 4 p.m. To confirm
your purchase, you must have some sort
of proof with you that the purchase was
made, whether that is the receipt printed
out or an email receipt sent from RAM
after your purchase.

In Minnesota, when the drear of winter begins to fade, most look forward
to the welcoming sight of lush, green
grass. Many homeowners are in a rush
to turn their irrigation system on to begin watering and see the colors come to
life. However, when it comes to these
systems, most people apply the “set it
and forget it” technique that last for the
entire spring, summer, and fall – but this
not only wastes water, it also wastes
money.
An audit of your irrigation system is
a great way to start the spring season off
by hopefully saving you some money in
the long run while also conserving water for the environment. By inspecting
your irrigation system, you can determine whether you have a leaky sprinkler, ensure even application of water
to all areas of your lawn, help you determine how long you should run your
system, and eliminate watering of your
sidewalks, streets, and driveways.
Once you have your system running
properly (and watering the proper areas), it is key to pay attention to when
and how much you are watering. Watering too frequently promotes shallow
grass roots, which leads to less hearty
grass. According to the University of
Minnesota Turfgrass Science Department, you should be watering your lawn
only one time or less per week with a
sufficient amount of water to wet the
soil down to six inches. Watering during the early hours of the day also allows for less evaporation, ensuring you

Set sprinklers so they provide
adequate moisture but don’t waste
water.

are getting the most out of what you are
applying to your grass.
With inexpensive technologies available (like smart irrigation controllers
and soil moisture sensors), you can intelligently save on your water consumption. Controllers can adjust your watering schedule based on incoming weather
reports to keep you from watering when
it is going to rain. The moisture sensors are embedded in the soil, and report
back to you when the moisture content
in the soil is at an adequate level. Even
devices as simple as rain barrels can
help you save on your water bill and allow you to recycle rainwater.
The U of M Turfgrass Science Department has a great website with lots
of information on all things lawns and
turf related. Check out their website for
more information at turf.umn.edu.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov

SWCD tree sale, pickup
set for April 27, 28

If you ordered bare-root tree seedlings, native seed mixes, rain barrels,
or tree supplies through the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District’s annual tree program, they will be ready
soon! (If you did not place an order,
you can come to the pick-up days and
purchase most varieties of young trees
and shrubs, in bundles of 25 or 10, while
supplies last.)
Customers may pick up their prepaid advance orders and purchase additional items from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday, April 27, and from 8 to 11 a.m. on
Saturday, April 28 at the Scott County
Fairgrounds (7151 190 Street W, Jordan
-- Building 18).
In addition to the Scott SWCD tree
sale, residents are invited to bring in

Bundles of tree seedlings will be
ready for pickup April 27 and 28.

well water samples for nitrate testing
during tree pick-up hours. For questions
or more information, please see article
below or call (952) 492-5425 or visit
www.scottswcdtrees.com.

that reduces or removes nitrate-nitrogen (such as a reverse osmosis unit or
a distiller), feel free to collect a sample
before treatment and after treatment to
ensure the treatment system is working
properly. It’s not necessary to collect
a sample from before and after a water softener, as softeners do not reduce
nitrate.

Why test for nitrate?
High levels of nitrates in drinking water cause serious health risk to
infants, most notably “blue baby syndrome.” Everyone who gets their water from a private well is encouraged to
have their water tested for nitrate, but
How to take your sample
it is especially important if someone in
To take a sample, run the cold tap the household is planning on becomfaucet for three minutes, then collect ing pregnant or if infants will be using
about one cup of water in a plastic bag- the water. Even if you have had your
gie (double bagged) or a clean jar. Keep well water tested in the past, it is recthe water cool until you arrival at the ommended that you get the water tested
clinic. You can collect the water any- every two to three years. More infortime within 24 hours of the clinic. Once mation can be found at www.health.
you arrive, submit your sample and you state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/waterquality/
will receive the results in five to 10 min- nitrate.html.
utes. You may also collect neighbors’
For more information on the walk-in
or relatives’ samples and bring them in clinic, contact the Scott SWCD at (952)
for analysis.
492-5425.
If you have a water treatment unit

Township residents to be sent
free nitrate testing kits
If you live in Jackson, Louisville,
Sand Creek, or St. Lawrence townships,
watch your mailbox for a nitrate test kit
sometime this summer. Homeowners in
these townships will receive the free test
kit to identify the nitrate level in their
drinking water.
Nitrate moves easily, carried by water through the unique soils and geology
in this area. This puts well water in this
area vulnerable to nitrate contamination. The kits are from the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture (MDA), with
the goal of identifying areas that are susceptible to high nitrate levels.
Individual results are sent back to
the landowner with information on what
different levels of nitrate mean. Land-

Healthy SCENE
By Noreen Kleinfehn-Wald
Public Health Nursing Supervisor

Crossing the line from messy
to a public health nuisance

Free walk-in nitrate testing
clinic for well water planned

If you get your drinking water from a
private well, you may want to get it tested for nitrate. Nitrate is a common contaminant found in many wells throughout Minnesota. It can get into your
drinking water from runoff from fertilizer use, leaks from septic tanks, animal
waste, human sewage, and erosion of
natural deposits. According to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, shallow or dug wells, wells with damaged
casings, and wells located in areas with
sandy soils are the most vulnerable to
nitrate contamination.
To get your water tested, bring your
water sample to the free walk-in clinic
on Friday, April 27 (8 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
and on Saturday, April 28 (8 to 11 a.m.)
at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. This event is sponsored by the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
and Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), and is held in
conjunction with the Scott SWCD tree
pickup and seedling sale. This clinic is
free and open to the public; no appointments are necessary.
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owners are strongly encouraged to participate because the compiled test results
will help the MDA focus on areas with
high nitrate levels for future groundwater protection efforts. Similar nitrate
testing is being done in other vulnerable
areas throughout Minnesota.
Nitrate can be found naturally at low
levels in groundwater. Sewage disposal, livestock manure, and nitrogen fertilizer can all be sources of added nitrate.
Increased levels of nitrate in drinking
water can cause serious health effects in
infants. The nitrate testing is funded by
the Minnesota Clean Water Fund, and
more information can be found at www.
mda.state.mn.us/townshiptesting. If you
have questions, call (952) 492-5425.

A proposed Scott County Public Health Nuisance Ordinance would follow measures enacted in four other metro counties. It would give county officials new tools
to intervene when unsanitary conditions in homes pose a threat to the health of
neighbors or the safety of others, such as first responders who may need to enter
the premises. Sometimes this means cockroaches, sometimes mold, sometimes an
accumulation of rubbish, or other times the number and type of live animals that
might be injurious or dangerous to health and safety. In other words, this is gross
unsanitary conditions, far beyond being “cluttered” or “messy.” Scott County Public Health received about 20 such calls last year. More than half were about mold,
three about hoarding, one for cockroaches, and one for methamphetamine cleanup. Sometimes property owners are unaware of the extent to which their property
has deteriorated, and other times individuals have gotten overwhelmed not finding helpful or affordable resources. The hope is that assistance would be offered
sooner, before it gets to the point where it’s beyond repair, or the individual (child
or elderly person) can’t live there any longer.
A public health nuisance is defined as “any condition that poses an immediate
and direct hazard to human health if left unremedied due to . . . the condition itself,
or . . . the threat of transmission of disease or infection.” Scott County currently has
limited options for dealing with such properties, especially if the homeowner/tenant isn’t cooperative. Furthermore, cities in the County have varying regulations,
and there is no coverage for townships.
The Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) is considering an ordinance modeled after state statute and ordinances in surrounding
counties. The proposed ordinance would allow an inspection of the property, and if
needed, written orders to remedy the conditions within 10 days. If the responsible
individual is not able to do the clean-up for themselves, they would be liable for
the costs.
However, the County’s help would extend beyond enforcement. A multi-disciplinary team would be in place including child and adult protective services, public
health, mental health, and law enforcement. Often, there are behind-the-scenes issues that have led to the problem being as bad as it is, and involving the appropriate resources can bring improved effectiveness and sensitivity to the issue. The
county-wide ordinance and multi-disciplinary team would aid in handling these
cases similarly throughout the county, and would enhance the health, safety, and
livability of the County.

A proposed Scott County ordinance would provide new tools for intervention
when unsanitary conditions in homes such as this one pose a threat to the
health of neighbors or others, such as first responders who may need to
enter the premises.

Tee It Up!
golf event
planned
Save the date! ChooseNotToUse
will be hosting its 12th Annual Tee It
Up For The Task Force annual fundraiser which will be held on Sept.
7, 2018, at Stonebrooke Golf Club.
Register by contacting Kathy Welter at (952) 239-6885 or kwelter@
co.scott.mn.us. Register early, as
space is limited -- and the event has
filled up quickly in the last few years!
Eighteen holes of golf, a cart, and
lunch are included with registration.
The event will also feature a live auction, hole games, and drawings. Hope
to see you there!

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County
Government and the opportunities it offers its citizens. If you
have questions or suggestions,
contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 4968780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us
or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator,
at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Law Library News

Legal SCENE

Free legal help available
through many resources

By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Criminal sentencing 101

I’m often asked questions about plea bargains and sentencing in criminal cases.
The questions are usually due to how criminal charges and potential penalties are
written in the statute and therefore reported to the public. On some of the more
“high profile” cases, people understandably get frustrated that there would be a
“plea offer.” A “plea offer” can come from either the state or the defense attorney;
in criminal court, there will always be a plea offer, in every case, every time. It may
be a simple plea offer (plead straight to the charge), it may be a complex plea offer
involving multiple cases, or there may multiple charges or with multiple victims
and in multiple jurisdictions -- or any combination of these.
A great deal of criminal complaints contain many charges, but many of those
charges could merely be alternate ways (theories) of charging the same crime. In
those instances, a criminal sentence may legally be imposed on only one charge.
We can’t punish a person twice for the same act. So the plea offer may be: Plea to
one of the counts, and the state will dismiss the rest. All plea offers by the state are
made based on the facts of the case, the strength of the state’s case, and the criminal
history of the defendant. Additionally, we also make every effort to consult with
each victim of a crime prior to making a plea offer. Victims also have the opportunity to speak at court during the sentencing phase and make the judge aware of how
the crime impacted them, what they would like to see for a sentence, and whether or
not they agree with the state’s plea bargain. This office also makes an effort to consult with the law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction where the crime occurred
to get their opinion on the charges and any potential plea bargain. But the fact that
there is a plea offer does not mean that a case is being given away – it means the
state is doing its job.
People can get further frustrated when they read that a person is only getting so
many days or months in jail, when it was reported that the sentence could be, for
example, 20 years in prison. First, “jail” is for individuals who are sentenced to
one year or less in confinement. That confinement is typically served in the county
where the crime occurred. When an individual is sentenced to confinement for a
year and a day or more, that is a prison sentence. For males, that person will begin
their confinement at the St. Cloud prison, where they will be processed and evaluated and may then be sent on to one of the various facilities throughout the state that
meet their security level and programming needs. Females sentenced to prison are
sent to the Shakopee Women’s Correctional facility.
Sentencing is not an ungoverned free-for-all where the state simply does whatever it wants. Nor should it be. Sentencing is tightly controlled and governed by
statute, case law, and the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines. The presumptively appropriate sentence in any felony is determined by a grid – the severity level of the
offense is one axis of the grid, and the defendant’s criminal history score is the other
axis of the grid. The intersection determines whether a sentence is presumptively
a prison commit, or presumptively probation where local jail time can be ordered.
And the court can only depart from the grid under specific circumstances which are
subject to review by the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court.
For example, a theft crime of $1,000 to $5,000 by statute is punishable by up to
five years in prison. That is the information that is required in the criminal complaint when the person is charged, and thus reported to the public. But pursuant to
the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines, that crime is presumptively a probationary
sentence where only local jail is an option if the person does not have any criminal history. An individual would need a minimum of six criminal history points
before that person would be eligible to receive a presumptive prison sentence of
21 months, and the prison sentence for that offense could never be over the statutory maximum of five years. A theft crime over $5000 has a maximum statutory
sentence of 10 years, but would require a minimum of four criminal history points
before being eligible for a presumptive prison commit of 19 months. And criminal
history points do not equate to prior convictions. Many prior convictions are worth
only half a point, while others are worth two points.
I am proud of the way my office handles cases. We prosecute vigorously, but
fairly. And that is exactly what everyone in Scott County should expect us to do.

The Law Library staff sees people
every day that don’t qualify for Legal
Aid, but they really can’t afford an attorney. If you are one of those people,
where can you go for help? The Law Library offers clinics every month, but the
timing may not be right for you. There
are hundreds of specific organizations
dedicated to helping those in need of legal services. Here are just a few of the
ones we frequently recommend.
First, you might actually qualify
for Legal Aid. Checking just involves
a phone call. If you do qualify for Legal
Aid, the organization to call is Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services
(SMRLS) You can call them at 651222-4731. Their website can be visited
at www.smrls.org. SMRLS offers free
legal help to low income people and senior citizens with civil problems including family law, government benefits,
housing, and other matters.
If SMRLS can’t assist you, and it
is a family law issue such as divorce,
custody, or child support, the Minnesota Judicial Branch offers a Self-Help
Center online at www.mncourts.gov/
selfhelp. There are both Help Topic Sections and a Forms section. It’s a good
idea to start with the Help Topics section, and then work your way to the
forms. The instructions have been recently updated and are much easier to
understand. The Self-Help Center also
offers the opportunity to call an attorney
and get assistance with the forms. The
attorneys can be reached Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. through 3 p.m. at (651)
259-3888. They cannot give legal advice, but can assist with or explain the
forms.
LawHelpMn.org
at
www.
lawhelpmn.org is another good resource. LawHelpMn offers quick ”Fact
Sheets” that address a variety of legal
issues including family, immigration,
housing, consumer/debt, senior, and employment law. A live online chat feature
allows you to call in and get direction
and answer legal questions. LiveHelp
is available Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. - 4 p.m.
Volunteer
Lawyers
Network
(VLN) at www.vln.org VLN offers
many in-person clinics. You can check
their website to see where and when the
closest clinic is available; VLN offers a
bimonthly Expungement Clinic at the

CDA offers affordable
first-time homebuyer loans
Recently, Minnesota Housing announced over $60
million is available to provide affordable mortgages
to first-time homebuyers through a collaboration with
Minnesota cities and counties, including $2,437,304
for Scott County.
Homebuyers can take advantage of these resources
through the Minnesota Housing Start Up loan program, which offers fixed interest rates and down payment/closing cost loans up to $12,000 for eligible firsttime homebuyers. Buyers can purchase homes in Scott
County that cost up to $306,000 (11-county metro)..
Income limits vary by location and household size, going up to $103,900 (11-county metro).
“In Scott County, the first time homebuyer has access to an attractive mortgage pool through MCPP and
a CDA-sponsored Homebuyers Club, in addition to
down payment grant assistance through the agency.
We feel the end result is a win, win for the successful
participant!” said Bill Jaffa, CDA Executive Director.
Minnesota Housing is a state agency that provides

access to safe and affordable housing and
builds stronger communities across the state.
Minnesota Housing offers purchase, refinance,
and home improvement
loans, as well as financing for affordable rental
housing throughout the state.
First-time buyers can get started by contacting participating lenders in the Scott County area. Visit www.
mnhousing.gov for a full list of approved lenders, current interest rates, and program eligibility.
Minnesota Housing collaborates with individuals,
communities, and partners to create, preserve, and finance affordable housing. Find out more at www.mnhousing.gov, and follow them at www.facebook.com/
minnesotahousing and on Twitter @mnhousing.

Scott County Government Center. They
are also an excellent resource for debtor/creditor and bankruptcy assistance.
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women at www.southernvalleyalliance.org offers legal advocacy and
referrals for victims of domestic abuse.
You can check their website to see the
services they offer, or you can call them
at (952) 873-4214.
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS) has received
a two-year grant to offer crime victim
assistance to Scott County residents. A
crime victim attorney is available every
Monday morning, 9 – 11 a.m., for walkin questions about domestic assault,
restitution, and reparation. The walk-in
clinic is in Room 102 in the Government
Center. You can also reach the attorney
by calling (651) 222-4731. Ask for the
Scott County Crime Victim attorney.
If you have questions about Landlord /Tenant Law, the Attorney General
has an excellent pamphlet available online at www.ag.state.mn.us/brochures/
pubLandlordTenants.pdf, The HOME
Line (tenant hotline) at (612) 7285767or www.homelinemn.org might be
able to give you some answers.
If you are a senior citizen, you can
check the Senior Linkage Line at
www.tcaging.org/findinglawhelp/sll.
html or call them at 1-800-333-2433.
This is a statewide telephone information and assistance service, answering
questions about Medicare, prescription
drug expenses, health insurance, offering forms assistance, and more.
Almost every family in America
has been touched by a family member
or close friend with mental illness. The
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) at www.nami.org offers education, advocacy, support, and referrals
for people with mental illness and for
their families. For local information,
email wilfredaw@msn.com or call
(612) 424-1823.
There is help out there. Feel free to
call us and we will point you in the right
direction. For any questions or more assistance, call (952) 496-8713. The Law
Library is located on the first floor of the
Scott County Government Center. Law
Library hours are Mondaya through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Free Restore Your
Shoreline workshop
Tuesday, April 17
6:30 - 8 p.m.

Spring Lake Township Hall

Learn how to protect and restore the shoreline
with seeded or planted buffers between lawn and
lake. You may even be eligible for free technical
assistance to help design your project and for cost
share of up to 50 percent of the cost of materials
and installation!

Sponsored by Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)

This free workshop is open to all Scott County
residents. Visit www.scottswcd.org or call the
Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425 to register.
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2018 County Road Projects
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Continued from page 1

of this project will take place in early summer, with
additional work getting underway this fall.
Listed below are additional Scott County 2018
Construction Projects:
•
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This map is neither a legally recorded document nor a survey and is
intended for planning purposes only. Delineations may not be exact.

Get a soil test for
best growing results
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Construct Mobile Manor frontage road in the
southwest quadrant of CH 69/TH 169
CH 83/4th Avenue reconstruction
CH 46/CH 86 roundabout
CH 16 pedestrian crossings
Flashing yellow arrows (various traffic signals)
Bridge replacement on CH 8 (Cedar Lake Township,
south side of Cynthia Lake)
Culvert replacements (CH 51 and CH 53)

2018 Overlay Projects

CH 21 from CH4/CH 21 from 42 to Duluth, includes
regional trail reclamation work south of CH82
CH21 from Adelman to CH27
CH16 from CH 17 to CH 15, includes intersection
safety modification at Weston Ct to ¾ intersection
CH81 from CH21 to CH8

MnDOT Project on TH 169
In addition to County projects, the Minnesota

Department of Transportation (MnDOT) plans to
begin work on a pavement replacement program
along a 13 1/2-mile span of TH169 between TH 282 in
Jordan and TH 19 on the border of LeSueur and Scott
Counties. The project will involve reduced conflict
intersections that includes U-turn provisions at the
intersections of TH 169/CH 59 and TH169/CH66.
There will also be cable median barriers installed to
prevent crossover crashes and additional lanes for
safer entrance and departure from Jim’s Apple Barn
in St. Lawrence Township. The project will begin with
northbound traffic head-to-head in the southbound
lanes. After the northbound lanes are resurfaced,
southbound traffic will be moved head-to-head with
the northbound lanes. Traffic will not be allowed to
cross over to the opposite side of the highway and
only right-in/right-out turns will be permitted.
Hennepin County Highway 61 Project
Motorists can expect lane restrictions and road
closure on CH 61 (Flying Cloud Drive) in Eden Prairie
during a two-year reconstruction project. For more
information visit: www.hennepin.us/flyingclouddrive.

You can send your soil to the University of Minnesota’s newly renovated Soil Testing and Research
Analytical Lab and remove the guesswork out of fertilizer recommendations. Soil testing gives you a clear
picture of what your soil needs so that you can make
results-based decisions.
The amount of soil samples sent to the lab tripled
over the past six years, making it necessary to increase
efficiency. Thanks to the renovation, the lab now has
a better work flow, new equipment, and a new turnover time of seven to 10 business days. The lab offers
over 100 tests, which are now more precise to give
Minnesota landowners even better information to use
when making decisions for their farms and gardens.
Soil Testing and Research Analytical Lab information
can be found at http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu.
The Scott County Extension Office (located on the
Scott County Fairgrounds) has a supply of soil test
bags, soil test instruction sheets, and soil test request
forms. Call the office at (952) 492-5379 to have a test
kit sent to you. For more information, contact Colleen
Carlson, Scott County Ag Educator, at (952) 492-5386.

Master Gardeners
are here to help

Whether by email,
phone, or in person,
the Carver-Scott
County Extension
Master
Gardeners can help
solve your gardening
dilemmas. Submit a
question and a University of Minnesota
Extension Master Gardener will respond within 48 hours.
For gardening questions, call our Yard &
Garden Line at (952) 466-5308 or email gardenquestions@carverscottmastergardeners.org

FAST-TRACK Business Challenge gears up for 2018 event
The Scott County FAST-TRACK Challenge, which
received the Economic Development Association of
Minnesota’s 2017 Program of the Year award, is now

planning for the 2018 FAST-TRACK Challenge. Scott
County businesses have an opportunity to be a part of
this award-winning event and assist an entrepreneur in

fast tracking their business to success. Sponsors may
provide start-up cash, legal and accounting assistance,
graphic design and web development services, or other professional services that would be beneficial to a
start-up business.
The Scott County First Stop Shop and Technology Village (Prior Lake) hosted the inaugural FASTTRACK Business Challenge in October 2017. The
event drew applicants from across Scott County, with
four finalists pitching their business ideas at a live
event. Among the finalists were CatboxPro (Prior
Lake), SafeCup (Shakopee), ZIET LLC (Savage), and
Ion Concert Media (Belle Plaine).
Gold sponsors of the 2018 event will be provided
with an opportunity to take a seat on the judges’ panel.
In 2017, judges included Lisa Bradley, Co-founder of
R. Riveter and Shark Tank participant; State Representative and New Market Bank CEO, Bob Vogel; Prior
Lake Mayor Kirt Briggs; CEO/President of State Bank
of Belle Plaine, Paul Gatz; and VP of Corporate Development at Equus Holdings, Charles Shannon.
Professional service providers and sponsors will
be invited to the live event and provided a chance to
showcase their companies, as well as play a hand in
helping the selected winner(s) achieve success. Sponsorship provides local businesses with an opportunity
to give back to the greater Scott County community
and support economic development and entrepreneurship in the area.
For more information on the FAST-TRACK Challenge, including links to the 2017 FAST-TRACK Business Challenge video, please visit the website at www.
scottfss.org/FAST-TRACK, or contact Jo Foust, Business Development Specialist with Scott County First
Stop Shop, at (952) 496-8830 or jfoust@scottfss.org.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

Getting Involved in Your Parks
Imagine gliding across the water while giving tips to other paddlers or adjusting
compound bows for a group of middle schoolers and sharing shooting tips.
Picture yourself baiting hooks during a summer camp and helping take fish
off once they’re caught.
Envision steadying a log to help adults learn how to roll it or mentoring youth
on golf traditions and life values. Visualize immersing yourself in 19th-century
life along the Minnesota River to teach modern-day visitors the life of yesterday.
Imagine planting trees to help reestablish habitat as part of a multi-year
rehabilitation project or keeping beautiful rain gardens free of weeds.
As a volunteer, the opportunities to get involved in your community are endless.
Three Rivers Park District, in partnership with Scott County, offers many ways
to give back, with options for all ages to get involved as individuals, families or
groups. Some ideas for this spring:
• Assist with nature programs, immersive historical experiences, recreation skills,
golf lessons, and more.
• Plant young trees to help reestablish native habitat at Spring Lake Regional
Park on May 12 and the future Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park on June 9.
• Keep gardens looking beautiful at Cleary Lake Regional Park and The Landing –
Minnesota River Heritage Park by weeding and cleaning them up.

The Partnership
The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District partnership operates under a Joint Powers Agreement
that combines resources to collectively operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

Visit ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer for more information, or contact volunteer@
threeriversparks.org or 763.559.6706 to get involved in your parks today.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park has family
and group picnicking, catered events, swimming, and year-round hiking and fishing. New enhancements
include a 1-mile paved trail to the lake, improved canoe launch and expanded beach.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

Facility reservations Indoor and outdoor spaces.
ThreeRiversParks.org/spaces

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. Amenities include a
9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, and swimming beach. Enjoy cross-country ski, fat bike, and
hiking trails, leashed dog walking, skijoring, snowshoeing, and dog off-leash areas. This beautiful park
has something for everyone.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: April 1–May 27: M–F 10 AM–5 PM; closed Sat. & Sun.
May 28–Oct. 31: M–F 10 AM–5 PM; Sat. 10 AM–5 PM; Sun. Noon–5 PM
Nestled on the Minnesota River near Shakopee, The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park (formerly
Historic Murphy’s Landing) interprets how people have connected with the Minnesota River Valley and
the surrounding cultural and natural resources. Discover how 19th-century Minnesotans established their
lives on the frontier, farmsteads and in villages. Historical buildings are laid out as a timeline from the preterritorial era through the late 1800s. Explore the grounds by yourself using interpretive media or while
costumed interpreters bring the past alive during Civil War Weekend (see Page 10).

Camping Individual and group campsites available.
ThreeRiversParks.org/camping

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial
ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski
areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. Visitors enjoy hiking and leashed dog
walking; snowshoers, skijorers, and horseback riders. With the exception of the trails and the new 3-acre
dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area by
the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise–10 PM
This regional park includes 4.4 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1 acre small dog park.
Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

scottcountymn.gov • ThreeRiversParks.org

Summer camps
nature exploration • outdoor skills • golf
fishing • farming • art • Minnesota history
Lifelong memories are made in summer camps! Ages 5–15 at
Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The Landing. Register today!
ThreeRiversParks.org/summercamps

Outdoor Recreation
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event calendar

THE LANDING
MINNESOTA RIVER
HERITAGE PARK

@ MCCOLL ENVIRONMENTAL
LEARNING CENTER

SHAKOPEE

13500 Dakota Avenue, Savage

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your child.
Play, sing, read stories and create a craft.
Reservations required. $5/person. Ages: 2-5,
plus adult.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Farm Animals
April 10 #2LAN0100-02

@ WAGNER PARK

FRONTIER FAMILIES:
SPRING ADVENTURES

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE

NEW PRAGUE

SAVAGE

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Discover the fast-growing sport of stand-up
paddleboarding, an exciting way to explore
the water that offers a full-body workout.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $35. Ages: 14+.
May 31 — Thursday #2SCT5760-01
6–8 PM

Save the Date:
MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL
Enjoy a day at the park! Try rock climbing,
log rolling, kayaking, canoeing, standup paddleboarding, and archery. Burn
some energy in inflatable bouncers. Food
concessions available. In conjunction with the
Credit River Antique Tractor Show (July 2022; visit cratractor.com for more information).
Free. Ages: All.
July 21 — Saturday #3SCT000T
10 AM–5 PM

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
at stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$10. Ages: 7+.
May 5 — Saturday #2SCT5001-01
10 AM–Noon

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: All.
May 6 — Sunday #2SCT5500-01
1–3 PM

SPRING BIRD HIKE
Search for resident and migratory birds,
and learn ways to identify them. All skill
levels welcome. Binoculars available.
Reservations required. Free. Ages: All.
April 7 — Saturday #2SCT1550-01
May 10 — Thursday #2SCT1550-02
8–9 AM

SPRING LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND
TREE PLANTING
Help reestablish native habitat by planting
seedlings representative of a maple-basswood
forest. This long-term project will enhance
140 acres of habitat for the benefit of wildlife
and future generations. Families, individuals,
and groups welcome. Tools provided.
Funded by the Conservation Partners Clean
Water Land and Legacy Grant Program.
In partnership with Scott County and the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
Registration required. Free. Ages: 8+.
May 12 — Saturday #2SCT0450-01
9 AM–Noon

website translation
The new ThreeRiversParks.org can be
translated into 24 languages. Select the
language at the bottom of each page.

Making a home on the frontier took skill,
hard work — and luck. Experience pioneer
life with hands-on activities. Reservations
required. $10. Ages: 7+.
Sundays, 12:30–4 PM
Heirloom Gardening and Seed Saving
April 15 #2LAN2500-01
Finding Wild Edibles
May 20 #2LAN2500-02

CIVIL WAR WEEKEND
See how Minnesota’s soldiers lived and
worked during the “War between the
States.” Hear the roar of musketry and
learn to march. Horse-drawn trolleys provide
transportation through the park. Last entry
one hour before closing. Drop-ins welcome.
$8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+;
children under 2 free. Ages: All.
Register: ThreeRiversParks.org/events
May 5–6
Saturday, 10 AM–5 PM
Sunday, 10 AM–3 PM

Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: All.
April 7 — Saturday #2SCT5501-01
1–2:30 PM

@ WINDROSE PARK
10450 Windrose Curve, Elko-New Market

FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
at stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 8+.
May 19 — Saturday #2SCT5010-01
9–11 AM

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Meet Civil War veterans and learn how
Memorial Day began in 1868 as “Decoration
Day” to honor Union soldiers who died.
A formal “Decoration Day” ceremony with
brass band is held on Monday at 2 PM.
Horse-drawn trolleys provide transportation
through the park. Drop-ins welcome.
$8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+;
children under 2 free. Ages: All.
Register: ThreeRiversParks.org/events
May 26–28
Saturday & Monday, 10 AM–5 PM
Sunday, Noon–5 PM

Work where you play
Three Rivers is hiring a variety
of summer positions including
full-time, part-time, seasonal
and internships.
• Customer service
• Lifeguards
• Golf instructors
• Food service
• Maintenance
Browse current job openings
and apply at
ThreeRiversParks.org/employment

NEW REGISTRATION SYSTEM
Three Rivers launched a new registration
system on April 3, 2017.
• Visit ThreeRiversParks.org/programs
• To create a new account: Click “Need an
account?” and complete the requested
information.
• If your account already exists and you
don’t know the password: Click “Forgot
your password?” to receive an email to
update your password.
Note: Be sure to include birthdays for
everyone you are registering.

Public and private lessons and leagues available for all ages and abilities.
Youth scholarships available.

GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES

Explore the intricacies of Victorian fashion.
Meet dressmakers in the era before readyto-wear clothing was easily available. A
proper tea and fashion show completes your
experience. Reservations required. $12.
Ages: 10+.
May 12 — Saturday #2LAN2550-01
1–4 PM

Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once
they are caught. Equipment and fishing
license provided for class only. Reservations
required by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 26 — Saturday #2SCT5400-01
9–11 AM

Cleary Lake Regional Park, Prior Lake

121 Todd Street, Elko-New Market

IT’S 1889, AND I DO NOT HAVE
A THING TO WEAR!

º FAMILY FISHING

golf academy registration open

FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once
they are caught. Equipment and fishing
license provided for class only. Reservations
required. $6. Ages: All.
May 19 — Saturday #2SCT5401-01
1–3 PM

Habitats
May 8 #2LAN0100-03

CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK

OFFSITE

763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org/programs

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Applications are considered on the basis
of financial need and funds available.
Call for details.

REFUNDS
Check your receipt for applicable
refund policies. If a program is canceled
by park staff, you will be notified and a
full refund or credit will be issued upon
your request.

Page 10 Scott County SCENE April/May 2018

Master Gardeners volunteers
have statewide impact

By Kristy Mock, Master Gardener Coordinator
Master Gardeners are your neighbors who volunteer to teach University of Minnesota research-based horticulture information in Carver and Scott Counties. They
work to strengthen community bonds, support healthy choices, and promote healthier plants for more livable communities and for healthier lives. Thanks to the partnership between University of Minnesota Extension and the Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum, Master Gardeners have access to even more research-based continuing
education opportunities on a variety of topics affecting the lives of Minnesotans,
including local food, clean water, climate change, protecting pollinators, and more.
In 2017, Master Gardeners logged 27,207 hours of continuing education, volunteered 145,134 hours, and reached over 200,000 Minnesotans in the process.
The activities of the University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardeners benefit schools, community gardens, youth programs, environmental education programs, farmers markets, and many more. Some activities of Master Gardeners
include:
 Teaching classes and workshops
 Answering phone inquiries concerning home horticulture
 Teaching and demonstrating horticulture techniques in community and
school gardens
 Holding plant clinics at garden centers and farmers markets
 Representing the program at county and state fair exhibits
 Teaching horticulture in hospitals, nursing homes, and retirement centers
For more information regarding the University of Minnesota Extension Master
Gardener program, please visit:
State organization: https://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/master-gardener/
Local organization: http://www.carverscottmastergardeners.org/
Email: info@carverscottmastergardeners.org

Master Gardeners typically maintain their own beautiful yards and gardens,
and they are willing to share their expertise with others.

New Prague Boosters 4-H
Club hosts Valentine’s Dance
Each year, Scott County 4-H clubs
participate in community service projects where youth work to make the communities they live in a better place. The
Valentine’s Day Dance, held in New
Prague, has been held for the last 11
years and has roots dating back to the
1980s -- with three of the original families still belonging to the club today.
The New Prague Boosters 4-H Club
holds this dance in collaboration with
another non-profit organization, Magnifying Abilities, for persons with developmental disabilities. There are approximately 120 participants each year.
During the dance, aside from mingling
with the dancegoers, the New Prague
Boosters 4-Hers put on activities such
as bingo, carnival games, face painting,
and tattoos, as well as hiring the DJ -because what’s a dance without music?!
There is also a picture booth, and the
guests take home photos that are printed
on site of themselves and their friends.
This Valentine’s Day Dance has provided attendees the opportunity to engage with our Scott County 4-H youth,
as well as allowing our youth to help

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Scott County Fair seeks
volunteers in many areas

Life is full of puzzles, such as “why
are the best things in life free?” and
“why does winter drag on, while spring
and summer seem to fly by?” Another
mind-bending maxim is why volunteering is often more rewarding than a paid
position. Perhaps this is what people
mean when they say, “you couldn’t pay
me to do this.”
To find out, you are invited to test
that theory at the Scott County Fair,
where volunteers are needed before, Help beautify the Fairgrounds.
during, and after the Fair. Although
there are many opportunities available, Miracle of Birth -- Do you like
animals? Help Fairgoers experience the
let’s highlight four:
birth of farm animals by volunteering
a shift or two in the Miracle of Birth
Center.
Please contact us at the Fair office for
these and other volunteer opportunities
– we can be reached at (952) 4922436 or via email at fairofficestaff@
scottcountyfair.com There’s always a
place for you at the Fair!

Give fair-goers rides in golf carts.
(Photo courtesy of Greg Nayman)

People Movers -- Drivers of these
golf carts get to transport people who
excited to see the Fair from the parking
lot to the Fairgrounds, then later taking
people tired from spending the day at
the Fair back to their vehicles. While
The Ames Percherons from Jordan
volunteering for this job, drivers get to
see the Fair from a different perspective compete in the Draft Horse Show at
the Scott County Fair.
while meeting people who have come
to see our fabulous Fair.
Over 20 years of Draft Horse Shows at
the Scott County Fair
Welcome Booth -- If you have the
The Scott County Fair has one of the
gift of hospitality and like meeting
largest draft horse shows in the country,
new people, we’ve got the perfect
with participants from all over the U.S.
job for you! The Welcome Booth
and Canada. These competitions have
(which is really a tent) is perhaps the
grown to include up to 19 six-horse
most important position at the Fair,
hitches, and 17 eight-horse hitched. Be
because it is where people are greeted
sure to mark your calendars and not
with a friendly face, receive valuable
miss the draft horse shows at the Scott
information, and have their questions
County Fair on July 27, 28, and 29.
answered.
The entire Gentle Giants show that
Grounds Help -- We need help getting aired on RFD TV on Saturday, Oct. 28
the grounds ready before the Fair,
was about Ames draft horses and the
maintaining it during the Fair, and
Scott County Fair draft horse shows. In
putting it back together after the Fair.
watching this, you realize how fortunate
Perhaps you have a green thumb and
we are to have such awesome draft horse
like working with plants, or maybe you shows at the Scott County Fair with
powerful teams of these gentle giants.
prefer getting both thumbs and eight
https://www.youtube.
fingers dirty while working. If not,
we can get you some gloves while you com/watch?v=eXQZig_
c520&feature=youtu.be
help us make the grounds presentable
for our many guests.

4-H Rabbit Project keeps
things hopping for youth

Games and music highlight the event.

serve an underrepresented community.
Participants eagerly await this event every year; here are a few comments from
people who were in attendance: “The
highlight of the night is always dancing with the guests and getting to know
them!” “As a parent, it is very important
to me that our kids learn to do service
and this is a great event to teach them
to serve others.” “Our club members
always mention that this is the favorite event our club does throughout the
year.”

If your kids love animals and are
interested in raising livestock, the 4-H
Rabbit Project is a great way to get
started.
By getting involved with the 4-H
Rabbit Project, youth will learn about
the many rabbit breeds as well as breeding, handling, and showing rabbits.
They will also learn about a rabbit’s
health and the diseases they can contract, along with pedigrees, record keeping, marketing, and available careers.
Be a good rabbit herdsman or train
your rabbit in agility! The 4-H Rabbit Project is a great way for youth to
experience animal husbandry. Rabbits
can be purchased or leased. If you are
interested in joining 4-H or would like
more information, call Ian Marquez at
(952) 492-5384 or email marqu350@
umn.edu.

Kendra Klecker showed her prizewinning rabbit at the State Fair.
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EmergenSCENE

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

Preparing for severe weather

After painting and decorating a room provided free of charge in the Shakopee
School District Offices, clothing and accessories were put on display in the
new Threads for Teens boutique. The non-profit organization is now ready to
serve even more clients. (Photo courtesy of Jamie Smith Photography)

Threads for Teens
ination-to-support-girls/) by someone
who knows some basic information
about the nominee’s age and clothing
sizes. When accepted as a customer, a
special appointment is arranged so that
the girl can come into the boutique to
have a one-on-one consultation with a
volunteer stylist (Grace is particularly
adept at styling her clients), and then
she is ushered in to a luxe, spacious
dressing room to try on various articles
of clothing and accessories.
Then the customer chooses what she
likes. It’s just that simple. Threads for
Teens stocks clothing of all sizes, size
zero to 3X, so girls of every body shape
and size can find outfits that make them
feel amazing. And going the additional
mile (and then some), if Grace and Katie learn that they’re running low on
a clothing size that they know will be
needed for an upcoming appointment,
they hustle out and buy enough to give
that girl the options and choices she
deserves.
Does she want to look like a princess
for the prom? A scholar for a college interview? A professional for a Congressional internship? A responsible young
person submitting a job application? Or
maybe she just wants to dress like her
friends and peers when they go out, go
to parties, go back to school, or go to the
movies. Threads for Teens carries (or
can locate) clothing for just about anyone for any occasion.
How can Threads for
Teens operate?
As a charitable organization, Threads
for Teens operates through donations
(primarily of money, but sometimes direct retail items). That’s how the vast
majority of their inventory is literally
brand-new… many with the original
price tags still attached.
Originally established as a pop-up
venture in the western Metro area, after
several very well-received events, they
realized that they could serve the larger
community much better with a more
permanent space. Thus, the search began to find a location that could be donated to their operation. With the help
of some very enthusiastic advocates,
they found it – co-located in the offices
of the Shakopee School District headquarters as of March 2017.
So, with no overhead, a large room
restored and refreshed by volunteers,
staffed by volunteers with a commitment to girl power, a full 100 percent
of donations go to acquiring their
inventory.
“Headstrong and motived”
As co-directors of Threads for Teens
Minnesota – whose mission statement is

From page 1

“empowering girls through clothing” –
Grace and mom Katie have truly found
their calling. So close are the two that
they frequently finish each other’s sentences and prompt memories and recollections of how and why they chose to
engage in this community empowerment enterprise.
It’s a story right out of, well, a Disney production. In fact, that’s where
their journey began. Grace, then all of
10 years old, saw something about the
original Threads for Teens enterprise
started in California (on the Disney
Channel) and knew that she could help
replicate the idea locally. After some
dedicated research, Grace reached the
originator of the idea via e-mail, and the
rest is history.
Well, not really. “I’m pretty headstrong and motivated,” Grace said,
competing for the understatement of
the year award. It actually took several
years of planning, raising funds, developing community partnerships (Threads
for Teens Minnesota is an active member of FISH – Families and Individuals Sharing Hope), cultivating corporate sponsors (“We were learning as
we went,” said Katie), and a fortuitous
meeting with Threads for Teens founder
Allyson Ahlstrom, they then launched
three “back to school” events in western
Minnesota. This event was quickly followed by an October “Fall in Love with
#Style” with clothing donated by rue21,
and then the eventual relocation to the
Shakopee boutique space.
Since 2016, they have worked with
almost 300 young women. But they’re
looking for more.
For anyone who might hesitate before considering Threads for Teens, rest
assured that there is no stigma. No embarrassment. No charity. No judgment.
Nothing but straight-up girl power and
sisterhood from the hallway to the dressing room and back again. “A lot of girls
come in and are really excited about the
experience,” Grace said. “But there are
some that come in looking a little doubtful or reserved. But after working with
them, it’s great to see them leaving with
huge smiles on their faces!”
Want to learn more?
You can visit Threads for Teens online at www.threadsforteens.org, like
them on Facebook (just search for
“Threads for Teens Minnesota” in the
search box), follow them on Twitter at
TFT_Minneapolis, call them at (952)
564-0705, or email them at grace@
threadforteens.org or katie@threadsforteens.org.
There’s a girl out there who could
use a hand up. Hand them Threads for
Teens.

Something happened last summer that hasn’t happened since 2014: Scott County
activated its outdoor warning sirens for a severe weather event. This hadn’t happened since August 4, 2015, when the sirens were activated when a well-defined
wall cloud was spotted near Prior Lake. In 2017, the sirens went off on two dates;
first on July 25, when the National Weather Service issued a Tornado Warning for
parts of Shakopee and parts of Savage. Emergency Management later found film
footage of the wall cloud, it was large, rotating, and could have touched down as it
passed through Scott County, but luckily it never formed into a tornado.
The sirens were activated a second time on August 16, when a small tornado
touched down just south of Shakopee. This tornado, which was an EF-0, was one of
eleven tornadoes that touched down in Minnesota that evening. Of those eleven tornadoes, five occurred in counties adjacent to Scott County, and two occurred within
Scott County. The other tornado that evening (which touched down within the New
Prague city limits) was undetected by the National Weather Service and our spotters
on the ground, and as a result the sirens were not activated for that tornado.
Siren activation for a weather event in Scott County is extremely rare. They
occur so rarely because our Emergency Management and SAFCOM volunteers respond to every weather warning and monitor every severe storm cell in our County
closely. Our sirens are only activated when one of the following three criteria
is met:
•
•
•

The National Weather Service has placed Scott County in a Tornado Warning.
Winds are measured at 70 mph or greater.
At the discretion of any member of public safety.

In the case of the EF-0 tornado that went through New Prague on August 16,
none of these criteria were met. The National Weather Service did not issue a
tornado warning; the winds in the area were not measured at 70 mph or greater;
and nobody in the area, including our SAFCOM volunteers and members of public
safety, reported a tornado or any threat at the time. It wasn’t until after the storm,
when large branches were reported down in the area, that the NWS sent forecasters
to the area and re-examined their radar data to determine that there had been a small
tornado on the ground in New Prague that evening.
There was a significant change in how the sirens were operated in Scott County
during 2017. In the past, our sirens would be activated and would automatically
turn off after a three-minute period. Last summer, I decided the sirens would continuously sound throughout the duration of the threat in the area. This means, if
there is a tornado warning in your jurisdiction for 20 minutes, you can expect the
sirens to blare for roughly 20 minutes.
I made this decision after studying several after action reports and improvement plans from areas like Joplin, Missouri and Tuscaloosa, Alabama, who both
suffered devastating tornado impacts. One piece of feedback in these reports was
that citizens sought shelter when they heard the sirens, but when the sirens went
silent, many citizens thought the threat had passed (when in reality, the sirens automatically turned off after a three-minute period). In the case of Joplin, the sirens
sounded 23 minutes prior to the tornado touching down, and were silent about 20
minutes prior to the touchdown. Even though the tornado warning was still active,
many citizens who initially sought shelter had left their shelters after the sirens
stopped blaring.
Another important point regarding Scott County’s outdoor warning sirens: They
are activated only in the jurisdiction where the threat exists. For instance, if there is
a tornado warning in Prior Lake, the only city in the County whose sirens are activated would be Prior Lake’s. It is important to remember this as if you are hearing
sirens in Scott County, and it is not the first Wednesday of the month test, we believe there is immediate danger in your area. If you hear the sirens in Scott County,
please take shelter immediately and seek additional information, as there is likely a
very real threat in your area that is making it unsafe to be outside.

Pheasants Forever provides
free seed for wildlife food plots
Every spring, seed for planting
wildlife food plots is available free
of charge, thanks to the Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever.
Pheasants Forever partners with the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) in Jordan, who distributes the seed to landowners. The
goal of food plots is to establish safe
foraging patterns for wildlife that
minimize unnecessary movements
and provide a dependable source of
food throughout the winter.
Free corn, soybeans, and sorghum
will be available for pick up on Friday, April 27 from noon to 4 p.m.
and Saturday, April 28 from 8 to 11
a.m. at the Fairgrounds in Jordan.
(This is a change from previous years
when there were no specific pickup
dates.) Seed pickup is first-come,
first-served. For more information,

Planting a food plot this spring will
help wildlife survive next winter.

call the Scott SWCD office at (952)
492-5425.
The seed provided is to be used
for wildlife habitat only, and the food
plots are to be left over the 2018-2019
winter and are not to be harvested until
spring of 2019. There is a limit of one
bag of seed per person, which must be
picked up in person.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you
can use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things
you might want to know – such as how your tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission
statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the
most of limited resources.”

From Prior Lake:

2018 Prior Lake road
projects to get underway

This year there will be multiple street projects that
will affect local streets as well as county and state
highways. The City projects are highlighted below.
The County and State projects are featured in a story
on page 1.

A sediment delta along the Prior Lake/Spring Lake
Outlet was dredged to prevent water backup.

Apart from seeding the disturbed areas, the project
was completed in March. The last phase of the flood
mitigation that is expected to start in April is the most
extensive and involves fixing significant bank erosion
throughout the channel.

Franklin Trail (Summer St. to CH 44)
This area is currently in the design phase of the
project where plans and specifications are in preparation. As proposed, this area is scheduled for a complete reconstruction in 2018. This includes removing
and replacing the street, storm sewer, sanitary sewer,
and watermain. Visit the city street projects page at
cityofpriorlake.com/streetprojects.
Woodside/Huron Area
The city streets are currently in the design phase
of the project where plans and specifications are in
preparation. This area is also scheduled for a complete
reconstruction. This includes removing and replacing
the street, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, and watermain.
Visit the city street projects page at cityofpriorlake.
com/streetprojects.
Next year will be another very busy road construction year for Prior Lake. MnDOT will be reconstructing TH 13 from CH 21 south to CH 282. The state
will also be collaborating with Scott County and the
city of Prior Lake on the CH 21/TH 13 (downtown)
intersection improvement project. This project will
extend from Franklin Trail to Duluth along CH 21. It
will include roundabouts at Arcadia and TH 13. The
project has entered the final design phase which will
determine how the project will be built. The fourth
open house will be held this spring. To find more information on this project, visit the project website at
www.movingforward13-21.com.

From the Prior Lake/Spring Lake
Watershed District:

District tackles ongoing
flood mitigation projects

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
(PLSLWD) continues to make progress on fixing over
$1 million of damage that occurred in the Prior Lake
Outlet Channel due to the 2014 flood.
The Prior Lake Outlet Channel (PLOC) flows approximately 7 miles from Prior Lake through Shakopee to the Minnesota River and it was constructed to act
as a relief valve for the landlocked Upper and Lower
Prior Lakes. The PLSLWD manages the outlet structure and the channel. Representatives from PLSLWD,
Shakopee, Prior Lake, and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community provide direction and help pay
for the maintenance of the entire system.
One of the larger flood projects was dredging over
2600 cubic yards of silt and sediment in a section of
the channel in Shakopee. Sediment deltas (where silt
and sediment are deposited by water) restrict the flow
of water and in high-flow conditions the water can
backup and damage infrastructure as well as flood adjacent properties. There were five areas in the channel,
located in a dense residential area that were dredged.

step into the City Administrator role and provide continuity in operations and maintain
our tradition of fiscal responsibility,” said Mayor Janet
Williams.
This will be a transition
for the city, as Stock has been
in his role as City Administrator for 15 years. He was with
the City of Savage for more
than 20 years, and he’s been
in local government positions
Brad Larson
for more than 35 years. On
behalf of the entire Council,
Mayor Williams would like to thank Barry for his 20plus years of service to our community. “He is a good
leader, and we hate to see him leave. Barry has done
so much for our city, and certainly is leaving us in a
much better position than he found us. Now, we look
forward to working with Brad and all staff to continue
building on his work.”
“I am grateful for this opportunity and happy that
the Council has placed their confidence in me,” said
Larson. “And I‘m ready to get to work in this new
capacity.”

Service Day Saturday, April 21
-- Have fun helping others!

Volunteers cleaned up Crystal Lake Park last year,
collecting seven dump trucks of debris.

Volunteers needed for Spring
Clean Water Clean-Up event

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
and the city of Prior Lake are once again hosting their
annual Spring Clean Water Clean-Up event on Sunday, April 22, from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. at Crystal Lake
Park in Prior Lake. Volunteers are needed to help rake
leaves and remove buckthorn (an invasive species)
from the park. Last spring’s clean-up at the park filled
seven dump trucks with buckthorn and other woody
debris and over 1780 pounds of raked leaves – all in
just a few short hours!
Rain washes leaves, grass clippings, and other organic matter down street gutters into the storm drains,
which carry the leaves and grass clippings into our
lakes. Though it might seem counterintuitive, when
these natural materials are released into the lake, they
break down and release phosphorus -- which feeds algae. Algae bloom can be a serious threat to water quality, aquatic life, property values, and water recreation.
The good news is that residents can take action in their
own communities!
Volunteers are asked to register in advance for this
family-friendly event and to bring their own rakes.
Sign up for this free event at www.plslwd.org or by
calling the Watershed District at (952) 447-4166. Local businesses have generously provided door prizes,
and light snacks will be served. In the case of poor
weather, the event will be held the following weekend
(on April 29) at the same time and place.

From Savage:

On Saturday, April 21, area residents, businesses,
organizations, and others are all invited to Service Day
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Savage City
campus. Bring your friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers to work on a variety of simple, hands-on projects that benefit local non-profits. It’s easy. It’s free.
And it’s fun to help others.
How can you participate?
• Help with a service project. Come to Savage
City Hall and travel around the city campus
to participate in a variety of organized service
projects. Come for an hour, or stay all day. There
will be projects for all ages.
• Give blood. The American Red Cross will be
holding a blood drive on site in the Council
Chambers at City Hall. To schedule an
appointment go online to www.redcrossblood.
org and search for Service Day, or call 1-800-Red
Cross.
• Make a donation. Bring donations to City Hall
between April 16 - 21. Items needed include:
used shoes – all kinds and sizes, non-perishable
food, children’s books , children’s toys, brown
paper grocery bags, and monetary donations.
• Help clean up a park! To celebrate Earth Day,
join Savage Parks and Recreation from 11 a.m.
– noon at Savage Community Park for a spring
clean-up. Help pick up debris and clutter that has
accumulated over the winter months. Residents
of all ages, businesses, service organizations,
youth organizations, and neighborhood groups
are all encouraged to participate. Trash bags will
be provided.
Everyone who comes to Service Day Saturday will
receive a commemorative wristband that is good for
special deals at participating businesses, including free
SCALE SCENE Continued on next page

City promotes Brad Larson to
City Administrator position
The Savage City Council is pleased to announce
the promotion of Brad Larson to City Administrator,
effective April 1. Larson was unanimously appointed
to replace Barry Stock as the City Administrator at the
February 20 City Council meeting. Larson has been
Assistant City Administrator for the City of Savage
since 2013. Over the past five years, Barry Stock has
personally trained and mentored Brad, and is confident
that he will be an excellent City Administrator. “The
city is fortunate to have someone like Brad who can

Donations of non-perishable food, children’s toys
and books, shoes of all sizes, brown paper bags,
and money will be accepted at Savage City Hall
during ithe Savage Service Day event on April 21.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SCALE SCENE
admission to Lifetime Fitness in Savage
on Saturday, April 21 or Sunday, April
22.
In addition to projects, there will be
hotdogs, ice cream, face painting, police
cars, fire trucks, and more. All free! For
more information on projects and how
Service Day Saturday was started, go to
http://servicedaysaturday.wixsite.com/
savage.

from page 12

action sets the maximum in public improvements at $33 million plus interest
for the next 25 years. The improvements
could be repaid earlier depending on
value of development, inflation, and increase in property values over time.
Canterbury Park officials anticipate
Canterbury Commons will bring $300
to $400 million in development over the
coming years. It will also develop one
of the largest underutilized sites in the
city.
For more information about the
project, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
currentdevelopment.

Clean Up Day for city,
township residents is
April 28
Arbor Day celebration,
tree sale set for April 28

How cool would it be to see a bald
eagle up close? Come see and learn all
about raptors at the annual Arbor Day
Celebration on Saturday, April 28 from
9 - 11 a.m. at the McColl Pond Environmental Learning and Event Center.
The U of M Bee Squad and the CarverScott Master Gardeners will be on hand
to answer all your pollinator and spring
gardening questions. Join us for nature
activities, refreshments, and more! This
is a free community event. Scheduled
activities include:
9 a.m.: Arbor Day Proclamation by
Mayor Janet Williams
9 - 10 a.m.: U of M Raptor Center
program featuring a bald eagle and a variety of owls, hawks, and falcons
In conjunction with Arbor Day, the
City will also hold its biennial tree sale.
Order trees online at cityofsavage.com/
arbor-day.
• Sale is open to all Savage, Prior
Lake, Spring Lake, and Credit
River Township residents
• A variety of shade, ornamental,
and evergreen trees will be
available for purchase
• Prices range from $28 to $91
Pick up trees at Public Works (13770
Dakota Ave.) on April 28 between 9 11 a.m.
For more information, visit cityofsavage.com/arbor-day. Volunteers are
needed to assist with nature activities
and serve refreshments, and more. To
volunteer, please contact Natural Resources Superintendent, Jon Allen at
(952) 224-3441 or jallen@ci.savage.
mn.us.

From Shakopee:

TIF District makes way
for future Canterbury
Park development

After years of planning, Canterbury
Park is proposing to redevelop approximately 380 acres with a mix of entertainment, retail, restaurant, hotel, and
residential uses. Canterbury would also
construct a new public road system and
relocate the horse barns away from the
gateway entrance into the area from
Highway 169.
In March, the Shakopee City Council approved the creation of Redevelopment Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
District for Canterbury Commons. The
TIF district would generate funds to reimburse public infrastructure construction costs including roads, utilities, and
storm drainage.
While the specific improvements
have not been determined, the council’s

Residents of Shakopee, Jackson
Township, and Louisville Township
will have the opportunity to recycle and
discard old and unusable items during
the City’s annual Clean Up Day Saturday, April 28. The event runs from 7:30
to 11:30 a.m. at the Shakopee Public
Works building, 400 Gorman St., Shakopee. Enter off Fourth Avenue. A list
of accepted and non-accepted items, as
well as costs, is available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/cleanupday.
Clean Up Day is open solely to residents of the City of Shakopee, Jackson
Township, and Louisville Township.
In addition, Shakopee Rotary will
also be collecting unwanted furniture
and household items for Bridging, Inc.
Drop off items for Bridging between the
Public Works and Engineering buildings from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:

Kick off Spring with
the SMSC
The Meadows at Mystic Lake
opens for the season
Officially open for the season, The
Meadows at Mystic Lake is not surrounded by houses, but instead features
natural beauty throughout. The course
includes 80 recently renovated bunkers
with pro-grade white sand, 11 acres of
wildflowers and prairie plants, and 13
holes incorporating water.
Be sure to stop by The Meadows at
Mystic Lake on May 26 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. for Demo Day. Try out the newest golf equipment from the top brands
in golf. The Meadows at Mystic Lake is
located at 2400 Mystic Lake Boulevard
NW in Prior Lake, right behind Mystic
Lake Casino Hotel.
Mazopiya to host Shop Local event
It’s time to clean out your fridge and
fill it with fresh, local produce. Mazopiya, located at 2571 Credit Union Drive
in Prior Lake, will be hosting its annual
Shop Local event on May 12 from noon
– 4 p.m. Stop by the all-natural food
market and sample local food vendors,
watch product and cooking demonstrations, and win door prizes, among other
activities.
Grill out with MPS
Mdewakanton Public Safety (MPS),
the SMSC’s full-time, professional fire
and ambulance department, is hosting
its annual Emergency Medical Services
Week Barbecue on May 23 from noon
– 3 p.m. Stop by, enjoy some delicious
food cooked up by the firefighters themselves, and show your appreciation of all
that MPS does for not only the SMSC,
but for Scott County as a whole.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

County jail provides structured,
disciplined environment for inmates

Although jail isn’t somewhere inmates necessarily want to be, it does offer a
safe alternative to the turmoil that is likely taking place in their lives outside of jail.
Once booked, offenders no longer have access to drugs, alcohol, their domestic
victims, weapons, and other factors that contribute to the reason they’re in custody.
The Scott County Jail provides a structured, disciplined environment, supplemented with health care and special programs geared towards a successful reentry into
society and reduction in recidivism.
The jail is run by the Scott County Sheriff’s Office, and serves all law enforcement agencies in the community as well as prosecutors, the courts, and probation
agencies. It serves as a temporary holding facility and is mostly used when an offender was either recently arrested and has not
yet been charged with a crime;
recently arrested and charged
with a crime but has not been
released on bail; or convicted of
a crime and given a sentence of
less than one year. Our jail also
houses inmates from other counties that may be overcrowded
and for the Department of Corrections (state).
The jail serves a tremendously diverse population. At
any given time, the jail population may include males, females,
juveniles (before they are moved
to a juvenile detention center), and adults that could be minor or serious offenders.
Inmates come to jail with varying degrees of medical, mental health, substance
abuse, family, financial, and literacy issues. While in jail, they may display a wide
range of emotions, including fear, anger, and anxiety, as well as violent, antisocial,
and suicidal behaviors. The jail has a responsibility to appropriately house inmates
and manage the behavior of this diverse population while they are in custody.
There are over 40 full-time corrections officers whose primary responsibility is
to oversee and control security functions and activities related to the care, custody,
and well-being of inmates. Program opportunities include: a work release program,
in-custody sentencing-to-serve program, electronic home monitoring program, religious groups, church services, a domestic violence group, recreational activities,
and coping skills groups. These opportunities are often led by volunteer facilitators
who give their time in the hope of providing a better outcome for the inmates.
The Scott County Jail also provides on-site medical services to help manage the
health care needs of inmates. Medical staff provides professional care, counseling,
and guidance to individuals and groups to improve the level of health and welfare
within the inmate population. This is accomplished through daily “sick call” with
the inmates and by making arrangements for further health care as deemed necessary. Inmates do have access to emergency medical and dental resources. Working
with our partners at the Scott County Mental Health Center, the jail is also able to
provide psychiatric services with mental health professionals, including a psychiatrist and after-hour emergency services.
Inmates at Scott County are also provided access to purchase additional food
and hygiene items through the Jail’s commissary. Scott County Jail inmates are
able to order these items through a vendor using tablets available to them in their
housing unit. With these tablets, inmates are also able to send messages to medical
or program staff or to send messages to friends and family.
I started my career at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office as a Corrections Officer
in our jail over 20 years ago and have seen a lot of changes on how the jail is managed. It is my goal to create a positive, professional, and safe jail operation, as it
is a critical component of the criminal justice system and public safety functions.

4-H animal science program
benefits from volunteer’s efforts
Volunteers are the key to a successful 4-H program. They have the unique
ability to provide life-changing opportunities for youth. Scott County 4-H
alumnus Terry Stade grew up in the
Marystown area just south of Shakopee,
and he has been a volunteer for 25-plus
years.
During his two decades as a volunteer,
Stade has been passionate about growing the 4-H animal science program.
He has held numerous positions on the
Animal Project Development Committee, and is currently serving as the adult
chair for the committee. But Stade’s
enthusiasm for providing positive educational experiences for 4-H youth goes
far beyond his participation on committees: He has been vital in helping create numerous partnerships that provide

educational
opportunities to Scott
County 4-H
youth, often
times extending these opportunities to
surrounding
counties.
Stade supports
Scott
County 4-H
youth
not
Terry Stade
only through
his generosity, but also by hosting workshops to educate youth in proper animal
care and nutrition. Stade is a prime example of what it means to provide positive mentorship to our 4-H youth!
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Contaminated water at Camp Lejeune may
have caused health problems for veterans

Veteran Identification Card (VIC) update
I wrote an article for the December/January Scott County SCENE regarding the
availability of a Veterans ID Card issued by the Veterans Administration. They are
available with the following caveats: This card is available only through an online (internet) application. The feedback we are receiving in our office is that the
system is not particularly user-friendly. You will have to scan a photo of yourself
and a copy of your DD214 and email it to the VA. It’s taking a lot longer than we
expected, and the actual ID is not very professional in appearance. If you wish to
obtain the Veterans ID card, apply at https://www.vets.gov.
Unfortunately, there is not a local facility VA, state, or county where a veterans
ID can be obtained. The VA Medical Centers only issue Veterans Health ID cards
to veterans enrolled in the VA medical system for medical treatment purposes.
Future Leaders of Scott County Day
Each year in April, Scott County hosts an event called Future Leaders of Scott
County Day. This is open to local students in 7th, 8th, or 9th grades, depending on
when they have Civics class. It’s an opportunity for the students to learn about how
county government works and the many services provided. This program could not
be offered without the cooperation of our local veterans organizations. Many posts
have members volunteer to assist County staff in keeping the students on track getting to various information seminars, such as a mock County Board meeting or a
mock trial. The posts are also generous in donating to the event to help offset the
costs of planning, materials, lunch, and transportation. Thank you to all of the Scott
County veterans organizations for your support -- this event would not be possible
without you! If you are a veteran and want to volunteer for Future Leaders Day,
please contact Mary Kaye Doerr of the Veterans Service Office at (952) 496-8176.
Scott County Memorial Day display
I’m sure most of the veterans and the community in general are aware of the
Memorial Day display that we set out to honor the veterans of Scott County who
have passed away. If you want to honor a veteran, please provide a photograph
(preferably in uniform) to our office. We will add the photo to our display. Contact
Mary Kaye Doerr at (952) 496-8176 for information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

SCHS to host fundraiser,
historical bike tour
Exhibits:

Wish You Were Here: Tourism in Scott
County -- Scott County has been a
vacation destination for over a century!
This exhibit explores the many tourist
spots that have attracted visitors over
the years, including the resorts at Prior
Lake, Mudbaden Sulphur Springs,
the Renaissance Festival, Canterbury
Park, Mystic Lake, Valleyfair, Elko
Speedway, and more! See amazing
photos and artifacts, and share your
favorite memories of these fun places!
Exhibit open until August 2018.
The Great War
in Scott County
-- This exhibit
marks the 100th
anniversary of
America’s entry
into World War
I. Explore the
war’s impact on
Scott County
through the stories of those who
served abroad and those who aided
the effort from home. Exhibit open
through November 2018.
Programs and Events:
All Things Minnesota Book Club,
Thursday, April 19, 3 – 5 p.m.
The All Things Minnesota Book
Club meets monthly at the SCHS.
New members always welcome!
Free (SCHS requests that book club
members become Historical Society
members).

Library News

Metro SCORE will offer a series of
workshops for small business owners
and entrepreneurs. The workshops will
be held at the Shakopee Library on successive Wednesdays, May 2-23, from
1:30 - 3 p.m. These workshops are free,
but registration is required. To register,
visit www.scottlib.org/Events.

MN Remembers Vietnam 360
In conjunction with the Fall 2017
broadcast of The Vietnam War (the 18hour documentary series by filmmakers
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick), the Minnesota PBS stations launched Minnesota Remembers Vietnam, an initiative
to inspire Minnesotans to share stories,
recognize bravery, express reasons for
dissent, and foster understanding around
the lasting impact of war.
Now some of these stories come to
Scott County as the Twin Cities Public
Television (TPT) and the Scott County
Library present “Minnesota Remembers Vietnam 360” on Tuesday, May 8,
6 - 7:30 p.m. at Club Prior/Prior Lake
Library. This program will feature a
panel discussion of four speakers who
represent a variety of viewpoints related
to the war. Speakers may range from
U.S. and Vietnamese soldiers and civilians, to military nurses, from protesters
to people on the homefront – anyone
that lived through the Vietnam War.

New Prague Library Phone Number
Change
Effective Tuesday, March 27, the
New Prague Library has a new phone
number: (952) 496-8026. The old phone
number will remain active for 90 days
immediately following the March 27
transition. When someone calls it, they
hear a pre-recorded message that gives
them the new phone number (952-4968026). After those 90 days have passed,
the number will be decommissioned.

SCORE Business Workshops
Scott County Library and South

•
•
•
•

May 2 - Raising Capital for Small
Businesses
May 9 - Website Dos and Don’ts
May 16 - Understanding a
Financial Statement for Small
Businesses
May 23 - Writing a Business Plan
-- A Simplified Method

Readmobile Schedule for April and
May 2018
The Readmobile brings learning,
literacy, and fun to Scott County communities with visits to community organizations, early childhood sites, and
special events!
We’ll be at Shakopee Community
Assistance Mondays from 3 - 5:30 p.m.
through May 21. These events are open
to the public. More information about
the Readmobile and the full schedule is
available on our website at www.scottlib.org/Readmobile.

Getting Your (Indiana) JONES On:
CAPSTONE PARTY, Thursday,
May 10, 6 – 8 p.m. Join us in
celebrating the Archaeology Alpha Site
project completion at the Brookview
Community Center, 316 Brookview
Pkwy S, Golden Valley, MN, 55426.
Hands-on activities, goodies, and
beverages! Free – but registrations are
required.

Environmental History Bike Tour
– Shakopee, Saturday May 12, 10
a.m. – 12 noon. Join us for a one-ofa-kind guided bike tour! We’ll travel
along the Minnesota Valley State Trail
in Shakopee and explore how the
rich natural landscape of this area has
supported its inhabitants for hundreds
of years. Fee: $5; Registrations are
required (http://bit.ly/2oMtC6h).

MN Remembers Vietnam program
comes to Prior Lake Library May 8
Club Book
Join the Prior Lake Library and Club
Prior in welcoming Patricia Hampl
to our spring Club Book program on
Thursday, May 3rd at 7 p.m.
Ms. Hampl first won recognition
for A Romantic Education, her Cold
War memoir about her Czech heritage.
This book and subsequent works have
established her as an influential figure
in the rise of autobiographical writing.
The New York Times Book Review
has named four of Hampl’s titles to its
“Notable Books” of the year lists, and
The Florist’s Daughter won the 2008
Minnesota Book Award for Memoir and
Creative Nonfiction.

SPRING! – Kids Kraft, Saturday,
April 28, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m. We
welcome spring with stories and a
special seasonal craft to take home.
Free, but registrations are requested.
This program introduces children
to museums, supports literacy, and
provides an opportunity for great family
fun.

All Things Minnesota Book Club,
Thursday, May 17, 3 – 5 p.m. The All
Things Minnesota Book Club meets
monthly at the SCHS. New members
always welcome! Free (SCHS requests
that book club members become
Historical Society members).
Getting Your (Indiana) JONES On:
Where Indy found the loot (we call
them artifacts), Saturday, April 21,
9 a.m. – 12 noon. Join us in-thefield for an Archaeology workshop
– measure, record, dig… learn what
it takes to conduct fieldwork (site
TBD)! Free – but registrations are
required (http://bit.ly/2m2HGrW).
This is the last in a series of four
archaeology events.
Scott County Crazy Quilters,
Thursday, April 26, 6 – 8 p.m.
Join in the handcraft fun, all
levels of skill
welcome. Free
(SCHS requests
that Quilter members become
Historical Society members).

Scott County Crazy Quilters,
Thursday, May 24, 6 – 8 p.m. Join
in the hand-craft fun, all levels of skill
welcome. Free (SCHS requests that
Quilter members become Historical
Society members).
Check us out on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/SCHSHistory
and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events.
Call (952) 445-0378, email info@
scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. Scott County Historical
Society is located at 235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee, 55379.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Historical SCENE

By Tony Connors,
Curatorial Assistant at SCHS
In a time when America was establishing itself and people were settling
into new land, towns grew and receded
to best suit the needs of a growing country. Not every community was given the
same opportunity to succeed, no matter
how promising their growth may have
once seemed. Lydia, existing at the
center of Scott County, was once a destination for nearby farmers to conduct
business and trade. Early on, it showed
the potential to become a growing city,
like its neighbors Shakopee and Jordan.
However, disasters and lost opportunities caused Lydia to remain a small, albeit proud and happy, community.
Lydia began as a community in the
early 1850s, developing seven miles
west of Jordan off the intersection of
Highway 13 and County Road 10. The
area is believed to have gotten its name
from a woman named Lydia, who was
the wife of the area’s first postmaster,
Callender Pewtherer. A publication of
the Prior Lake American stated that stories suggest Lydia Pewtherer ran a store
from her home as well as having local
mail delivered there, making “Lydia”
a known destination. In the early days
of Lydia, most of the property and businesses were owned by William Miller
and his family. The Millers owned a
general store and also built a saw mill,
sorghum press (sorghum is used to make
syrup), and a feed mill. Miller’s sonin-law, John Dietrich, owned a hardware store. Miller’s General Store and
their competitor, Frank Vogel’s General Store, were important destinations
for supplies but also served as a place
to have livestock butchered and sent to
the Twin Cities for sale. Both Frank J.
Vogel and William Miller passed away
in 1896, whereupon William and Ferdinand Bussman took over Miller’s
General Store. It was operated as Bussman’s General Store until 1975. Frank
Vogel’s General Store changed ownership to Frank and Charles Luedke.
Lydia had not only bustling businesses, it also had a one-room school
house started in the late 1850s with
approximately 30 students. A second
room was added in 1892, with the first
through fourth grades taking the smaller
of the two rooms and the fifth through
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Lydia -- A town denied

Louis Snell closed the Country Store in 1985. His bar, which was in the former
Lydia Farmer’s State Bank that folded during the Depression in 1932, closed
in 1974.

eighth grade in the larger room. In addition to the school, in 1856 Methodist
church services were first conducted on
the Heinz farm. The Zion United Methodist Church was built later in 1892, and
it is still a popular destination for church
services today.
By 1890, Lydia had one blacksmith,
one shoemaker, one harness shop, one
cabinet and repairs shop, the schoolhouse, and the two general stores. In
1899, Lydia received its first phone line
connecting it to Jordan -- with a connection to Credit River being added
in 1900. That same year, efforts were
made to incorporate Lydia as a village;
however, this never happened, and to
this day Lydia is unincorporated.
The early 1900s presented Lydia
with its first opportunity for significant
growth. In 1907, discussions began for
the construction of the Dan Patch rail
line to run through Scott County. Lydia
was surveyed as a potential pass-through
point for this rail line. Unfortunately for
Lydia, the line was run further east.
Yet this didn’t stop Lydia from seeking new growth. By 1911, a new sorghum mill, a combination icehouse/
warehouse, Gierlich Hall, a feed store,

The Lydia Feed Mill was built before 1911 and attracted area farmers to the
unincorporated community in Spring Lake Township. The empty structure
still stands today.

and new residences were all built. Gierlich Hall was of particular note as it
was a two-story building with a harness
shop on the lower level and the hall on
top. The hall had several uses, including town meetings, and -- since there
was a stage -- the hall was host to theatrical performances, dances, and silent
films accompanied by a piano. It was
a popular destination for entertainment.
The year 1915 saw another opportunity for Lydia to get a railroad. The
Luce Electric Line made plans to build
a rail line that would connect to the Dan
Patch line. Representatives of the Luce
Electric Line sold shares of their line
to residents of Lydia with the promise
that this would lead to a railroad passing
through Lydia and St. Patrick to Shakopee. Eager to see their township grow,
many people bought shares. Promises
were made that the rail would be constructed within three years, but this goal
was not achieved. After a meeting with
representative of the Luce Line in 1923,
there was still hope of having a rail line
built, but this changed in 1924 when
the Luce Electric Line went bankrupt.
The rail line was not built in Lydia and
Lydian shareholders did not have their
money returned. To this day, Lydia does
not have a railroad.
Despite not receiving a railroad,
Lydia saw other improvements and
made other attempts to grow. In 1927,
Farmer’s State Bank was built becoming Lydia’s first and only state bank.
The next year, in 1928, Lydia petitioned
for the position of county seat, meaning the county court house would be
moved to Lydia. Though having the
court house would have been a boon to
Lydia’s growth, the effort was not quite
viable. Lydia has always been a small
community; its population has been
between about 100 - 200 people. That
year, Jordan and Lydia both lost their
petitions to move the county seat from
Shakopee, which remains the county
seat to this day.
In 1932, Lydia faced other significant losses. First, Lydia’s Farmer’s
State Bank closed due to the Depression in 1932 and was bought by Bancorporation, and accounts were moved
to First National Bank in Jordan. The
bank building was bought by Louis
Snell and converted into a bar. Second, there was a fire that burned down
Snell Garage as well as Gierlich Hall.
A bucket brigade was not able to save
either building, but surrounding buildings were rescued from the blaze. Snell
Garage was rebuilt, but Gierlich Hall

never was, despite being insured. The
Gierlichs may have already moved to
Jordan at this point, or it may have been
that the Gierlichs were simply at retirement age. Either way, Lydia lost a major attraction.
Despite these setbacks, Lydia continued to grow in its own small ways
until its most pointed decline in the
mid-1950s to mid-1960s. The lack of
a railroad caused business in Lydia to
suffer, and opportunities were sought
in nearby Jordan and Shakopee instead.
Coupled with this was the damage done
by repeated fires destroying businesses
in Lydia. Over time, these businesses
stopped rebuilding. The last big fire occurred in 1954, which destroyed a combination confectionary/hardware store.
No new hardware store was built to replace it.
One of the last large business operations in Lydia, Haferman and Stark
Highway Contractors, closed when the
owners retired and sold their business
in 1972. Louis Snell closed his bar
in 1974, and the retail business -- The
Country Store -- closed in 1985. Even
now, Lydia does not have much in the
way of public utilities to support expansion, making it unlikely that Lydia will
ever grow.
Lydia is now mostly a residential
area with a population of just over 100
people. There is one remaining bar and
grill, The Country Prime Time, which
has been in business since 1966. As
mentioned, the Zion United Methodist,
is still bringing in a solid congregation.
Last, an air strip that was constructed
in 1970, owned by Sky Park, Inc., is still
operating one mile northwest of Lydia.
The people that still live there enjoy a
small, tight knit community with old
friends and familiar faces.
Special thanks to Pamela Killian of
the Lydia Area Historical Society for the
information she provided.
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A calendar from 1908 featured
an advertisement for the A.F.
Wanschneider
Blacksmith
and
Wagonmaker Shop in Lydia. The
store also sold other items that were
useful to area farmers.
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CAP programs help prevent child abuse
By Joseph Vaughan, CAP Executive Director
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month,
a time designated to acknowledge the importance of
families and communities working together to prevent
child abuse. Community Action Partnership’s Crisis
Nursery and Circle of Parents programs are hard at
work with this important effort. How can you make
a difference and ensure the safety of children in our
community?
Caring for children is not easy, and can become
overwhelming. Sometimes, a person needs a safe
place for a child while he or she works through a crisis or emergency. Sometimes, a baby just won’t stop
crying, and you just don’t know what to do. This is
where Crisis Nursery comes in: Last year, we served
60 families and 207 individuals in Scott and Carver
Counties.

meet weekly, are free of charge, and foster an open
exchange of ideas, support, information, and resources. We serve those parenting children of all ages and
families of all types. For more information on CAP’s
Circle of Parents, contact Melissa at (952) 402-9851
or via email at mgardner@capagency.org

You can help prevent child abuse
with support, donations

Circle of Parents provides anyone raising children
a place to find and share support.

Caring for children is not
easy, and can become
overwhelming. This is where
Crisis Nursery comes in.
There are six protective factors for children and
families to prevent child abuse. Parental resilience,
social connections, concrete support in times of need,
knowledge of parenting and child development, social
and emotional competence of children, and nurturing
and attachment all work together to help ensure the
safety of children and the stability of families. CAP
Agency’s Crisis Nursery and Circle of Parents programs exist to support and encourage these protective
factors.
Crisis Nursery is a network of licensed childcare
providers who provide short-term temporary childcare
from children from birth to 12 years old. We also offer a 24-hour help line and serve families in Scott and
Carver County. All are welcome to call; there are no
income requirements, and the program is at no cost to
families. In fact, you don’t need to be a parent to call

for help when caring for a child gets tough. All services with Crisis Nursery are confidential. When
you call Crisis Nursery, a Crisis Nursery advocate will
listen to you and help you determine what your immediate childcare needs are. If you just need to talk,
our advocates are here to listen and provide support
24 hours a day. In addition, we provide families with
other resources and information. The number for
Crisis Nursery is (612) 839-5101.
Circle of Parents is another fantastic resource for
parents in our community. It’s a place where anyone
in a parenting role can openly discuss the successes and
challenges of raising children. It’s a place where they
can find and share support. Circle of Parents groups

As a community, we can support children and families by spreading the word about Crisis Nursery. Give
the 24-hour help line number to families; donate your
time, talent, and gifts. We are always looking for Crisis Nursery Providers. Raise awareness and become a
community leader, or support the prevention of child
abuse and host a drive or fundraiser! Monetary donations can be sent to Crisis Nursery at www.capagency.
org/donate. Just $35 provides 24 hours of safe Crisis
Nursery care for a child in need.
This spring, let’s make our community safer for all
children. Remember, we are all connected.

Join Scott County
Senior Softball

Scott County Senior Softball is looking for
players to join its summer league, which is held
on Tuesday evenings at Tahpah Park (Shakopee).
This fun, recreational league is intended for people
age 45 and over. Participants who show up every
week get divided up into teams and play one or
two games of softball. Wooden bats and pitching
carpet is used, and a “no sliding” rule is in place
for safety reasons.
The cost is $25 per person; register with the
Shakopee Parks and Rec department (1255 Fuller
Street, Shakopee). For more information, please
contact Gary Hartmann at (612) 554-5205.

Live native garden kits available for spring
Native wildflowers and grasses are wonderful ways
to beautify your landscape while providing excellent
habitat for song birds, pollinators, and all sorts of other
wildlife. A prairie garden can be planted right in your
backyard! The Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) in Jordan will be selling native garden kits of live plants so you can easily create a native
garden. All of the species in the garden kits are indigenous to Minnesota; once established, they require
no watering, fertilizer, or regular mowing. Each kit
includes 36 live plants, with at least six different spe-

cies (to cover about 150 square feet). There are three
different kits to choose from -- including Shady Woodland, Sunny Pollinator, or Wet Raingarden -- so there
is a kit to match your needs. Kits will be available
for purchase starting May 1 at scottswcdtrees.com, or
by calling the Scott SWCD office. Customers may
pick up their pre-paid advance orders in early June at
the Scott County Fairgrounds. If you have questions
about which native garden kit is the one for you, call
the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425.

Native gardens benefit soil, water, and pollinators.

Local farmer plants cover crops to improve farm
Vern Wick of Jordan has been farming his whole
life; he currently runs a 50-cow dairy farm with his
wife Becky. Growing up farming, Vern knew just how
he wanted to run his operation. Then their son, David, went to SDSU for dairy production, learned about
cover crops from a friend, and sent his parents links to
videos of cover crop experts with instructions to watch
them. These videos challenged the way Vern’s farm
was being run, but they also talked about how cover
crops could reduce erosion and increase the health of
his soil. Instead of insisting that the way he was currently farming was the only way, Vern decided to dig
deeper. He recognized there were areas of his farm
that could benefit from cover crops.
Since 2016, Vern has attended six different cover
crop workshops, including the Scott SWCD’s Cover
Crop Seminar last spring, to get as much information
as he could. He learned how cover crops can reduce
erosion, help with weed suppression, and decrease the
amount of pesticides and fertilizers that are needed.
Vern was convinced that he could make cover crops
work on his farm… if he set his mind to it.
He visited the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District’s (SWCD) office in Jordan and talked to Resource Conservationist Scott Schneider. Scott worked
with Vern to come up with a cover crop plan for his
farm. Vern applied for cover crop incentives, and in
exchange, committed to planting cover crops for three
years. He took a risk by making a change to his operation, but the benefits of the cover crops and the incentives have proven to be worth it.
Early last spring, Vern planted a mix of barley,

oats, and peas as his spring cover crop and harvested
them as feed for his cows. He then used a no-till drill
to plant his corn and soybeans. Later, after harvest,
he used a no-till drill to plant a second cover crop of
cereal rye. After the heavy rains in the fall of 2017,
Vern noticed erosion occurring on many bare fields in
the area, but saw very little erosion on his fields with
cover crops. He is confident that had he not planted
the cover crops, soil from his field would have been
washed away as well.
The year 2017 was Vern’s first year planting cover
crops, but it will not be his last: “Planting cover crops
makes sense for our land. Before we were destroying
the soil, and now we are helping it out,” he said Not
only is he improving the soil, he saw no drop in yield.
Cover crops have been a win-win on his farm.
Neighboring farmers have noticed the change, and
have asked Vern what he is up to – and he tells them
about his cover crops and the benefits. The most common answer he heard? “I’ll see how it works for you
first, then I’ll think about it.”
But that is all right with Vern. He has started seeing
the benefits of cover crops already. After having planted cover crops for a few years, he’ll be able to show
his neighbors hard evidence of how it has worked, and
perhaps persuade them to incorporate cover crops into
their own rotations.
Vern has advice for anyone considering cover
crops: “Go to seminars, talk to other people who have
tried it, get as much information as you can, then figure out how it can work for you.”
Anyone interested in learning more about cover

Vern Wick said he has seen enough benefits from
planting a cover crop to continue the practice.

crops and the incentive program, can call the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425. They will work with you
to figure out how cover crops could fit into your operation and help you create a cover crop plan.

