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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Riding high

The Scott County Fair will
feature a Monster Truck Show
Page 3

Emergency responders participated in a recent three-day disaster preparedness training. One of the exercises
included managing a fictional disaster in their assigned “community.” Pictured (l. to r.) are: Sgt. Tim Applen,
NPPD; Shawn Kelley, SMSC Lead Environmental Scientist; Kim McGovern and Barb Ottinger, Scott County
Public Health; Adam Harklerode, SMSC Public Safety, and Katrina DeVore, Dakota County Public Health.

Jump into Spring

Register for golf academy,
other park programs
Pages 8 & 9

Preparing for disasters

County, cities plan, train for emergencies

No one wants the need to arise,
but if disaster strikes in Scott County,
there is an array of well-trained individuals ready to respond.
This group hails from the medical
community, law enforcement, public
works, public affairs, fire and rescue,
public health, private businesses, and
members of the general public who
volunteer and have been trained to
help in case of a disaster or public
health emergency.

Under Homeland Security Presidential Directive #5 (February 2003),
the Federal government created the
National Incident Management System (NIMS). This system directs the
creation of a comprehensive, national
approach to incident management by
federal, state, territorial, Tribal and
local responders. Through NIMS,
training has been provided for a multitude of emergency responders. Individuals within departments and agen-

Shakopee 4-Hers attend
presidential inauguration
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DISASTER TRAINING to page 16

Property taxes due May 15,
payment options offered

Democracy in action

Scott County Government Center
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

cies at all levels of government, nongovernmental organizations, and the
private sector learn to work together
seamlessly and manage incidents involving all threats and hazards—regardless of cause, size, location, or
complexity—in order to reduce loss
of life, loss of property, and harm to
the environment.
In Scott County, numerous individuals have received at least some

Bill Borghoof of the National Weather Service recently
attended a County Board meeting to recognize Scott
County as a StormReady community. Pictured (l. to r.)
are: Sheriff Luke Hennen; Todd Anderson, SAFCOM
member; Borhoff, M. Rowland Hill, SAFCOM member;
Deputy Emergency Manager Ron Holbeck, Mark
Lannon, SAFCOM member, Emergency Management
and Communications Director Scott Haas, and Pam
Boomgaarden, SAFCOM member.

County designated
StormReady

Scott County was recently recognized by the National
Weather Service as a StormReady community.
In order to receive the designation as a StormReady
community, Scott County Emergency Management was
required to complete an application and meet criteria set
by the National Weather Service. The qualifications required Scott County Emergency Management to show
it had established several ways to alert the public about
weather events, had more than one way to receive severe
weather alerts and warnings, and demonstrate how they
continuously monitor local weather conditions.
“An important part of becoming a StormReady community was ensuring public readiness,” said Captain Haas.

StormReady DESIGNATION to page 15

First half property taxes are due on Monday, May
15 and the following options will be available for payment of taxes:
You may pay in person at Customer Service at either the Government Center office in Shakopee or the
office located in the Elko New Market Library. Please
check our website at https://www.scottcountymn.
gov/1170/Customer-Service for current hours.
You may mail taxes -- if mailed, they must be postmarked on or before May 15.
Tax payment drop boxes are located:
• Inside the Government Center in front of Customer Service and near the front receptionist
desk during business hours.
• At all Scott County Libraries from May 8
through May 15 – please check your area library for their hours of operation.
• In Parking Lot B on the north side of the Government Center.
Curbside drop off will be available on Monday,
May 15 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in parking Lot B on
the north side of the Government Center.
You can now pay your taxes online – go to www.
scottcountymn.gov and select:
Please be aware that there are
convenience fees charged by the
processor that depend on how you
choose to pay:
• E-check = $1.50 per transaction
• Debit cards = $3.50 per transaction
• Credit cards = 2.3 percent per transaction

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Seeking balance in government

Occasionally, I will have someone ask me about my philosophy concerning the
role of local government and managing the County. When this comes up, the questioner is almost always surprised that my answer is a single word: Balance! Most
of the time, they seem to expect a diatribe about governments’ role in providing
social order, protecting everyone’s right to live and grow in peace, or maintaining
the safety, health, and livability of our communities. And yes, these are all noble
things that government strives for; but in my thinking, providing balance is the
most important aspect of local government.
So why is balance my primary focus? Balance provides steadiness, stability,
and calm judgement. By focusing on balance, one can find a leveling between opposing forces or influences that can produce an equality of effect. Whether it is providing infrastructure, law enforcement, social services, or education, the decisions
made by local governments have immediate and significant impacts on all our daily
lives. And whether it involves building or maintaining our roads, providing transit
options, how we protect our residents, or what type of schools we have, there is a
wide array of differing opinions. And these divergent opinions are not only related
to what we do, but also how we do them… and how we pay for them. For local
governments to be effective, it is imperative that we find and maintain a balance.
But finding that balance can be a genuine challenge. At a national level, recognizing our differences is often fairly clear cut. Take immigration: Those on the
far left support very open borders, while those on the far right want to build a wall.
The difference is stark and very recognizable. But at the local level, the differences
are usually much more nuanced. Take education: Both left and right will support
good schools, but each has subtle differences in their definitions of what is needed
for our schools to be “good.” How much focus (and funding) should be given to
academics as opposed to sports or the arts? What is a reasonable cost for aesthetics? At the local level, the debate between even the far left and the far right often
comes down to the finer points, as there is more universal agreement on the broader
objective. And this makes finding the balance even more important.
However, because of the subtle nature of these differences, finding the balance
and understanding the issues can be a challenging task. Virtually no one on the left
or right would take a position that we don’t need a good transportation system –
each realizes the importance of transportation and infrastructure to the economic
vitality of our communities. But when it comes to the how, when, and costs involved, the subtle perspective differences begin to emerge. While almost everyone
seems to agree that safety is paramount, there are differences in what we perceive
as adding to or detracting from safety. And when there is the perception of a safety issue, we often disregard factual data that might not validate our perceptions.
Again, there is almost universal agreement on the broader objectives; but like the
idiom “the devil is in the details,” things that might seem simple at first may take
more time and effort than we expected.
Balance may well be one of the most critical aspects of life. Balance is what we
achieve when our body’s systems (eyes, ears, senses) work well together to keep
us from falling over. Finding balance between our work, family, and friends is
what truly makes us fulfilled. A balanced diet can greatly improve our health. And
balancing our income, expenses, and debt is critical to maintaining our quality of
life. Balance is a component of everything we do. And, therefore my philosophy
regarding local government is simple: Balance.
So, what is our role individually and collectively to help achieve balance in the
actions of our local governments? Get the facts, keep an open mind, and think for
yourself. To quote one of history’s most horrible despots (Adolf Hitler), “What
good fortune for those in power that people do not think.” And all too often this
seems to work. As your local officials work to make decisions that will impact us
today and well into the future, don’t let others think for you. Inform yourself, stay
involved, and advocate for what you think will provide the best balance between
the multiple -- and often opposing -- interests.

April 11
April 18
April 25

County Board Meetings through June 2017
–
no meeting
–
County Board meeting
–
no meeting			

May 2		
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

–
–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

–
–
–
–

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve
on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided
with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you
have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact
Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or at (952) 496-8601. For more information
regarding a specific committee or to submit an application, visit the Scott County
website at www.scottcountymn.gov; click on “Government,” then “Citizen Advisory
Boards, Commissions, & Committees.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is one vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections
staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There
are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board
members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms.
Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
This Board meets every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council consists
of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are three
vacancies on the Council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 3 and 5. Members
serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council
participates in development of the Strategic Plan for Health and Human Services;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of Health and Human Services;
makes recommendations related to human services programs, needs, priorities,
goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services
plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of
Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets
quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy).
There is currently one vacancy on the five member Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District Board of Managers. The District’s mission is to manage and preserve the
water resources within the District.   The Watershed District Board of Managers
establishes and oversees the activities of the District, sets policy, guides staff, and
makes key decisions on District budgets and priorities. The Board normally meets
the second Tuesday of every month at 5 p.m. for a workshop and 6 p.m. for the Board
meeting at the Prior Lake City Hall (unless otherwise noted). Members must reside
within the Watershed District. Members are appointed for three-year terms and there
are no term limits.  Applications must be submitted by May 15, 2017.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Credit River Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations
on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program
priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan; and associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven
members representing specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth
Monday of each month at 4 p.m.

County earns Excellence in Financial Reporting award

The Government Finance Officers Association has awarded Scott County the Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year ended Dec. 31, 2015. This certificate is
the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial
reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government
and its management. The award was presented to Principal Financial Analyst Steve
Jones, whose diligent work made the County eligible for the award. The Budget and
Accounting staff within the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), Health & Human
Services, County Sheriff’s Office, and the Community Services Division all play a part
in the work that contributes to creating the high-caliber CAFR. Some of the finance
staff involved in this work include: (from left to right, front row) Margaret Sames,
Rachel Brennan, Kathy Shanks; (middle row) Scott Goettl, Sherri Dandurand, Lisa
Lehman, Al Ceplecha; (back row) Steve Jones, Jodi Menze, and Amy Witt.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Barbara Weckman Brekke: The Cities of
Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and
Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Dave Beer: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts
1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
• District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Scott County Fair -- where the fun begins July 26-30

How far would you travel this summer to see some
of the largest, most exciting, and entertaining shows?
You don’t have to go too far, as this year’s Scott County Fair promises to be bigger and better than ever, with
lots of great entertainment.
The Monster Truck Nationals and Thrill Show
will be in the grandstand Friday night for the first time
ever. You’ll want to be there as they invade and take
over the track. Come early to be sure to get a seat
and be thrilled, as these larger-than-life monster trucks
jump over and crush everything in their path.
Another first this year at the Scott County Fair is the
All American Lumberjack Show. These
lumberjacks are sure to
bring out the flannel in
all of us, as they scurry
up and down poles,
perform log rolling
on water, and chop up
wood in record time.
Each of the five days
of the Fair there will
be two shows and a
free children’s lumberjack camp.
In addition, the
Old West Society
will have a camp set
Jason D’Vaude’s Fire up at the Scott County
Shows and Circus Acts Fair from Thursday
through Sunday, and
will be featured at the fair.

The Old West Society will have a camp set up at
the Scott County Fair.

Birth with the births of baby lambs, pigs, and calves
expected during the Fair; four draft horse shows; and
much, much more (with more being added)! Check
out the schedule on the website for the latest additions:
http://www.scottcountyfair.org/schedule/.

The Monster Truck Nationals and Thrill Show will
be in the grandstand Friday night of the fair.

you won’t want to miss Jason D’Vaude’s Fire Shows
and Circus Acts every day of the Scott County Fair.
Come out and enjoy the following popular bands
with some friends and family: No Stone Unturned
(Wednesday, 7 p.m.), Ramblin’ River (Thursday,
4 – 8 p.m.), Scarlet Sky (Thursday,
8 – 12 p.m.), Band
of Brothers (Friday,
6:30 p.m.), Stampede (Friday, 4 - 8:30
p.m.), Lost Highway
(Friday, 8:30 - 12:30
p.m.), Everett Smith- The Miracle of Birth Center
son Band (Saturday, will return to the fair.
12 noon – 4 p.m.), Castaways (Saturday, 4 – 8 p.m.),
Smokescreen (Saturday, 8 - 12:30 a.m.), and Shaw
Brothers (Sunday, 1 – 5 p.m.).
Of course, there will be the popular Miracle of

Beard receives leadership
award for work in transportation

Scott County Board Chair Michael
Beard has received the 2017 Distinguished Public Leadership Award from
the University of Minnesota Center for
Transportation Studies. The award recognizes public leaders who have influenced innovative transportation policy
directions that benefit society through
their vision, leadership, and knowledge.
Beard served as a member of the
Minnesota House of Representatives
from 2002 to 2014 representing the
Shakopee area. He served as lead Republican on the House Transportation
Committee for three terms and chair of
the committee in 2011–2012, and was
elected to the Scott County Board in
November 2014.
Beard was first elected to the Shakopee City Council in 1991 and served
until 1995. He was appointed to the
Regional Transit Board by Governor
Arne Carlson in fall of 1993 and served
for two years. Beard also served on the
CTS Executive Committee from 2009

to 2015.
Beard has
been a resident
of
Shakopee
since 1986. He
and wife Karen,
married for 45
years, have four
adult children,
13 grandchildren, and four
great-grandCommissioner
kids. He reMike Beard
mains active in
transportation issues as a County Commissioner. His hobbies include traveling
in the family RV, general aviation, and
refurbishing and flying small airplanes.
The University of Minnesota Center
for Transportation Studies is nationally
renowned for developing, fostering, and
spreading innovation in transportation.
Source: Michael McCarthy. Center
for Transportation Studies

Nominate someone for the Scott County Senior
Citizen Award
Nominations are now being sought for the 2017
Outstanding Senior Citizen Award for Scott County.
The award recognizes outstanding senior citizens who
have contributed their time and talent to benefit their
community after reaching the age of 65. They are honored at the Scott County Fair on Friday July 28, 2017.
Official nomination forms can be obtained on the Scott
County Fair website at http://www.scottcountyfair.
org/wp-content/uploads/2017-Senior-Citizen-Nomination-Forms.pdf or by calling or coming into the
Scott County Fair office (952-492-2436). Winners at
the county level will move on to compete at the state
level at the Minnesota State Fair.
WANTED: Volunteers, sponsors, and vendors
for the Scott County Fair (July 26-30)! Call (952)
492-2436 or visit scottcountyfair.org.

The All-American Lumberjack Show will be
performed twice a day during the fair, and there
will also be a free children’s lumberjack camp.

Free “Restore Your
Shoreline” workshop
Tuesday, April 18

6:30 - 8 p.m.
Prior Lake City Hall

Free to all Scott County residents
Visit scottswcd.org or call
the SWCD at (952) 492-5425 to register

This workshop is an opportunity to learn how to protect and restore
the shoreline with seeded or planted buffers between lawn and
lake. You may even be eligible for free technical assistance to help
design your project, and for cost share of up to 50 percent of the
cost of materials and installation.

Free tax help available
Earn less than $62,000 per year?

Use free online service at www.myfreetaxes.org
In-person assistance may still be available at several sites
within or near Scott County for qualifying individuals.
Visit www.revenue.state.mn for more information.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers its
citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or
Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative Coordinator, at (952)
496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.mn.us.

If you live near a lake and are seeing more and more of your shoreline
disappear each year, you can stop the erosion and preserve your
shoreline. Attend the free “Restore your Shoreline” workshop April 18.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Environmental SCENE
By Ryan Holzer
Environmental Health Specialist

Progress toward cleaner water is real

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) estimates “…
that at the historic funding levels and water body restoration rates, it would take
longer than 1,000 years to restore all the water bodies that are now impaired by
nonpoint source pollution” (Inspiring Action for Nonpoint Source Pollution Control, 2017). Yet here in Scott County, we know that progress to cleaner water is
already happening.
Progression can be delicate; it can also be hard at times, or even awkward. It
can be slow to get started; however, it can also become infectious once momentum
builds. Scott County is an advancing county; we have to be in order to keep up
with a growing population that continually presents new challenges. It is through
our residents that we find ways to advance and create a safe, healthy, and livable
community.
Some progressions are easily recognizable and provide instant gratification. For
instance, when a new road is built to accommodate additional traffic, we can easily see the improvement and instantly benefit from using it. Likewise, when a
new business comes to our County, we see the benefit of added jobs or an additional place to shop or dine. We can all identify with these examples at one time
or another. There are, however, some progressions that largely go unnoticed for
two reasons: first, they are the result of a collective effort amongst a community;
and second, because it takes time to see the improvements. One of these types
of progression involves landowners using their land to preserve soil or improve
water quality. Individually, these small efforts are not as recognizable as a newly
improved highway; however, these improvements benefit the larger community by
striving to achieve cleaner water for drinking and recreational use.
So what exactly are these conservation improvements? An improvement could
be in the form of fixing an eroding gully in a farm field or capturing roof runoff
from a house into a raingarden. It can also be sealing of an abandoned well to
reduce potential contamination to groundwater, or planting native grass and wildflowers to attract wildlife and reduce soil loss. Even restoring a wetland to provide
additional habitat for aquatic wildlife and filter runoff during rain events. These are
just a few examples of what our residents have been doing with little recognition.
Where can residents have these conservation improvements evaluated to see
what improvements they can make on their property? The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has been providing those services since 1941.
Over the last decade, the SWCD has seen over double the amount of requests from
landowners looking for ways to improve their properties. The demand is there,
and our residents see the value of their work to improve our current environmental
conditions.
It’s important for landowners to take action because most land is privately
owned, or it’s in the upland where water quality is determined. No one property
owner can dramatically improve water quality, but -- collectively and over time
-- we can. Over 700 conservation projects have been installed in Scott County
since 2006, and that number is increasing every year. Documented improvements
to Lake O’Dowd in Shakopee, McMahon Lake in Spring Lake Township, and the
Credit River that flows through Savage can be attributed to the success of our residents who have been taking action. To the overlooked landowners who are striving
to make our community a healthier environment, the progression is real!

The remodeled Household Hazardous Waste Facility allows two vehicles to
be unloaded at the same time under the expanded canopy.

Drop off at HHW Facility
made easier with these tips

Now that the Scott County HHW Facility is back open, it is a good time to review some basic procedures to make your drop-off go smoothly.
• Do have your driver’s license ready.
• Do be patient in line, as safety is our priority.
• Do follow all directions from Scott County HHW staff.
• Do turn off your engine.
• Do bring your hazardous waste in boxes with plastic liners if possible.
• Do place your items on the top shelf of the provided cart. We will
provide more carts.
• Do bring a friend to help with heavy items.
• Do make sure all gas and oil are drained out of small engines.
• Do talk to Scott County HHW staff about any unusual/unlabeled items.
• Don’t smoke anywhere. Smoking is prohibited within the fence.
• Don’t pull up too close to the car in front. Follow directions from County
staff.
• Don’t put your hazardous waste in a bag. The containers can spill and
cause a dangerous reaction.
• Don’t mix batteries and lightbulbs. The batteries can break the lightbulbs.
• Don’t place items in the Re-USE room without consent from County
staff.
• Don’t bring needles or medications. (Use the “Take It To The Box” sites
for disposal of these items – visit www.scottcountymn.gov/190/Take-Itto-the-Box for locations.)
By following these simple guidelines, you are doing your part to make Scott
County safe, healthy, and livable!

Native prairie mix offered
for septic system seeding

Got a new septic system? Seeding
your septic system is an important first
step in protecting it! The proper vegetative cover will keep the soil in place,
help the septic system function properly, provide an insulation layer, and make
the area more attractive.
Whether completed by the homeowner or a licensed installer, a vegetative cover must be established. This can
be accomplished a few different ways,
but most commonly it involves seeding
or sodding.
When choosing a seed mixture for
your septic system, consider the maintenance and water requirements, the
plant’s root structure, and the effects the
plants will have on your system. Good
seed choices include shallow-rooted
turf grasses and low maintenance native
prairie plantings. Turf grasses offer robust root systems to hold soil in place,
but may require frequent maintenance
similar to your lawn. Planting native
prairie plant mixes with wildflowers
are attractive, have fibrous roots, are
drought-tolerant, and usually require
less maintenance and mowing once established. A native prairie septic mix is
currently available for purchase from
the Scott SWCD, and includes 12 native
flower and six native grass species for
$65 and covers up to 2,500 square feet.
Plants in the mix were chosen specifi-

cally for use on septic systems.
Remember that care must be taken
when planting and establishing any of
the vegetative cover options. Always
wear gloves when working over septic
systems to minimize your contact with
the soil. Care must also be taken to
protect the septic system components
from equipment during preparation.
Soil compaction can be harmful to any
septic system, so remember to minimize
foot and equipment traffic, and use only
lightweight equipment when seeding or
maintaining your septic system.
Because there could be as little as six
inches of topsoil, tilling and digging is
not recommended. Gently rake or drag
the surface to prepare the seed bed, and
then lightly rake or drag in the seeds.
Finally, mulch or cover the seed and soil
with an erosion control blanket to prevent erosion. Watering the seed to get
it established is good, but avoid fertilization and routine irrigation. Do not
plant or place trees or shrubs on the
septic system as deep-rooted plants can
have a negative effect on a septic system
drain field.
Contact Scott County Environmental
Services at (952) 496-8177 for septic
system seeding information, or e-mail
Scott SWCD at Scottswcdtrees@gmail.
com to purchase a native septic seed
mix.

The HHW Facility Re-USE room has also reopened and features a variety of
FREE, useful home and garden products, paints, and other wood products.
The Re-USE room closes a half hour before the HHW collection. Visit www.
scottcountymn.gov/HHW for more information.

Share your opinions
with policy leaders

Visit “Speak Up,
Scott County!”
at scottcountymn.gov

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov

Library News

Spring classes, events
planned at local libraries
Express yourself! There’s still time
to register for free adult art classes in
our Hands On! series. In April, you
can learn: SAORI Weaving (a type of
hand weaving), April 11, 18, and 25,
2 – 4 p.m. at the Savage Library; 3-D
Tunnel Books, April 19, 2 - 4 p.m. at
the Belle Plaine Library; or Handmade
Memory Book, April 26, 2 – 4 p.m. at
the Belle Plaine Library. Contact your
local library, or go to www.scottlib.org/
Events to register.

Free computer and tech classes.
Register for classes as varied as
Make the Most of Google Drive
and Google Docs, April 12, 6 – 8
p.m. at the Scott County Government
Building; Branding Your Business or
Organization for Success, April 18, 9
– 11 a.m. at the Prior Lake Library; and
Search Engine Optimization, May 18,
9 – 11 a.m. at the Prior Lake Library.
For more information and to register,
go to www.scottlib.org/Events.

SCORE Writing a Business Plan
Workshop. Learn a simplified method
to create a business plan with Bob Voss,
instructor at Dakota County Technical
College. May 2, 1:30 – 3 p.m. at the
Shakopee Library.

For information about these and other Scott County Library programs, visit
www.scottlib.org/Events.

Immigrant history at the library.
Join us for the “Swedish Immigrant
Trunk” at the Shakopee Library on
April 12 at 2 p.m. Get a peek at early
Swedish immigrant life by learning
what typical Swedish immigrants
brought with them on their journey to
“Amerika” in the 1860s. Walk in the
shoes of a Swedish immigrant in a
lively program that’s part show-and-tell
and part Antiques Roadshow.

Please participate in survey

The Scott County Library System
wants to hear from you! We’re running a survey from April 1 through 28
to learn how you use library technology
and how we can serve you better. The
survey is anonymous, and is available
in English and Spanish. You can visit
www.scottlib.org/impact to take the
survey, or request a paper copy at your
library. Thanks for taking 10 minutes of
your time to help improve the library’s
services!

Moving firewood can
spread Emerald Ash Borer

Scott County was put under quarantine for ash wood products and firewood
last year. Why? A little bug called
the Emerald Ash Borer was found in a
backyard in Prior Lake. This tiny bug’s
larvae have insatiable appetites for ash
tree species. The larvae overwinter under the tree bark in “S” shaped galleries. They often kill the host trees. The
adults emerge from “D” shaped exit
holes around May 1.
Emerald Ash Borers may be spread
to new places because people move
firewood or ash tree products that they
don’t realize are infected with the larvae. Four of our neighboring counties
— Sibley, Rice, Le Sueur, and Carver
counties -- have not been infested with
the Emerald Ash Borer. Please help
make communities safe, healthy, and
livable: Do not transport firewood (or
ash wood products) to other counties.

The larvae overwinter under the tree
bark in “S” shaped galleries.

What else
can you do to
help prevent the
spread of the
Emerald Ash
Borer?
• If you have
firewood
that may
The Emerald Ash
be infected
Borer is about this
with
size and green.
larvae,
burning it before May 1 would
prevent spreading the Emerald Ash
Borer.
• Keep your eyes open for the adult
bugs after May 1. Report the bugs
and trees that could be infected to
the Arrest a Pest program at (888)
545-6684 or by emailing Arrest.
The.Pest@state.mn.us.
• Visit the Scott County Emerald
Ash Borer webpage at www.
scottcountymn.gov/eab for more
information about how to identify
the bug and if your ash tree is
infected.
• Visit the Minnesota Department
of Agriculture’s website at
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/
emeraldashborer for up-to-date
information about quarantine
zones and restrictions in them;
volunteer opportunities and
trainings to identify the Emerald
Ash Borer; and where to dispose
of infected trees/wood in Scott
County.
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Healthy SCENE
By Dawnya Mohs
MPH Intern at Scott County Public Health

Healthy smiles last a lifetime

An American author once wrote, “A warm smile is the universal language of
kindness.” But what happens when the building blocks to that warm smile are
missing? A poor diet, high intake of sugared beverages, and inadequate gum and
tooth brushing habits during the first two years of life may impact that warm smile
by causing the development of caries or cavities (the decay of a tooth).
Tooth decay in infants and children under the age of three is often referred to
as Baby Bottle Tooth Decay, or Early Childhood Caries. Baby Bottle Tooth Decay
typically affects the teeth in the upper front of the mouth, but other teeth can be
affected. According to the Centers for Disease Control, tooth decay is the most
common chronic disease of children, up to the age of 19.
Tooth decay is a disease that starts from exposure to cavitycausing bacteria. This is passed to the baby from the mouth
of the mother or caregiver. Bacteria is transferred to the baby
when the caregiver puts the feeding spoon in their mouth and
then places it in the babies mouth, or cleans a pacifier off in
their mouth before offering it to the baby. There are many
factors that contribute to the formation of tooth decay. One
of the most common causes is the frequent and prolonged
exposure of a baby’s teeth or gums to beverages that contain
sugar, placed in a bottle when the baby is put to bed, or during the day, as a pacifier to calm a fussy baby. The sugar in
beverages feed the bacteria which creates an acid that starts the tooth decay.
A collaborative effort in 2016 among Scott County Public Health, countywide school screenings, and the Children’s Dental Services, operating out of the
CAP Agency, allowed 2882 children to receive oral health screenings. Of those
screened, more than half (1472 children) were found to need treatment for
tooth decay and nearly 50 children were in urgent need of treatment to address
significant decay.
Loss of these primary teeth due to decay can have detrimental impacts on speech
development, as teeth are required for correct pronunciation. This can also contribute to poor nutrition if chewing food becomes painful. Entering kindergarten
with decaying teeth can also impact learning and the socialization of a child, if they
become self-conscious about their smile. Thankfully, early childhood caries are
completely preventable.
• Try not to share spoons or place pacifiers or bottles in your mouth.
• After feeding, wipe your infant’s gums with a clean, damp cloth or gauze.
• When the child’s teeth begin to erupt, clean them gently with a child-sized
toothbrush and a smear of toothpaste, no more than a grain of rice, until
the age of three.
• Place only breast milk, formula, or milk in bottles and allow the baby to
finish the bottle before they go to bed.
• Transition to a cup by their first birthday and avoid filling their bottle,
sippy cup, or cup with sugared beverages like sugar water, pop or juice.
Offer water, and try to role model drinking water yourself!
• When the first tooth appears, speak to your child’s dentist about
scheduling their first visit and keep those appointments as you would any
well-baby check-up.
These tips will ensure your child has a warm and healthy smile that lasts a
lifetime!
This article was written by Dawnya Mohs, MPH Intern at Scott County Public
Health. Information was obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Dental Association.

Master Gardeners here to help

Have a garden, horticulture, or
environmental question? Not sure
how to describe the problem? Send
a photo and a question to your local
master gardeners at gardenquestions@
carverscottmastergardeners.org -we’re here to help!
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Legal SCENE
By Ron Hocevar
Scott County Attorney

Grand juries make decisions on indictments
There has been a lot of talk in the last few years about grand juries. This discussion has mostly been fueled by their use (or non-use) in officer-involved shootings. In most cases, prosecutors simply decide whether there is enough evidence
to charge a case, and if there is, charge the case by issuing a Complaint. But when
the case involves a police officer as a possible defendant, some people believe that
using a grand jury to determine whether the officer should be charged with a crime
avoids any conflict of interest that may exist because of the working relationship
between prosecutors and law enforcement.
While this may be true, there are other important considerations too. Grand jury
proceedings are secret, so the evidence used to decide whether to bring charges remains secret. This is why Hennepin County and Ramsey County recently decided
not to use a grand jury in recent high-profile decisions to charge (Ramsey County)
or not to charge (Hennepin County) police officers.
I have found there is a lot of confusion about what a grand jury is and what a
grand jury does. The type of jury people normally see on television and in movies
is called a petit jury. Petit juries decide questions of fact, and -- in a criminal case
-- decide whether someone is guilty or not guilty. A petit jury has either six or 12
members, and its verdict must be unanimous.
A grand jury consists of citizens who are advised by the County Attorney. Its
primary function is to hear evidence on the most serious felonies and determine
whether there is probable cause to indict (charge) a suspect. A grand jury proceeding is not a trial on the merits – it does not determine guilt or innocence. Prosecutors may present evidence to a grand jury on any criminal case. If an indictment
is brought by the grand jury, the case will then proceed the same as any other case
charged by a prosecutor. But, unlike the federal system which uses a grand jury in
every criminal case, grand juries are rarely used by prosecutors in state court. State
prosecutors can charge most cases by Complaint, and decide what the charges will
be. However, certain criminal charges can only be brought by a grand jury, including First Degree Murder, where the punishment may be life imprisonment.
Grand juries are drawn annually and convene whenever requested by the County Attorney. A grand jury must have at least 16, but not more than 23, members.
The grand jury is an independent body and controls its own proceedings. These
proceedings are secret. It is a misdemeanor for anyone to disclose, without authorization, matters occurring before the grand jury. Secrecy is very important as the
decision to charge someone with a crime should not be conducted in public -- it
could jeopardize an ongoing criminal investigation, or damage the reputation of
someone who is not charged.
Additionally, the individuals who make up the grand jury should be allowed
to make these decisions without fear of being publicly and personally criticized if
their decision is an unpopular one. One way to protect this secrecy is that no one
is allowed in the grand jury room other than the grand jurors, prosecutors, the court
reporter, and the witness being examined. By court order, others may be present
(such as a deputy) to guard the person being examined if that person is in custody.
The County Attorney is the legal advisor to the grand jury and guides it, but
must not undermine the independence of the grand jury. Any potential target of the
investigation is invited to the grand jury, but cannot be compelled to participate.
There is no defense attorney in a grand jury. As the grand jury is an independent body, it can request additional evidence be presented, or witnesses be made
available.
Only those grand jurors that have heard all the evidence may vote on whether to
indict or not. Grand jurors may not disclose what jurors say during deliberations,
and how they have voted. When the grand jury is deliberating and voting, no one
may be present other than grand jurors, and it is not on the record. And unlike petit
juries where the decision must be unanimous, a grand jury only needs to have 12
people agree to indict someone.
The grand jury process is an important procedure, and its power to investigate
and decide whether to bring charges is an important part of our judicial system.
But this secrecy has drawbacks, too, which is why Hennepin County and Ramsey
County have decided not to use this process in several recent cases. Other than
crimes which require a grand jury -- such as First Degree Murder -- I will make the
decision on whether to request a grand jury on a case by case basis after balancing all the relevant factors, including the often conflicting needs for secrecy and
transparency.

Scott SWCD Supervisors sworn in

In a recent board meeting, all the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) supervisors were officially sworn in following their re-election in
November 2016. Pictured (l. to r.) are: District 2 Supervisor Doug Schoenecker,
District 3 Supervisor Linda Brown, District 5 Supervisor Robert Casey, District
1 Supervisor Gary Hartmann, and District 4 Supervisor Jim Fitzsimmons.
SWCD supervisors are responsible for setting policies and overall direction
for implementation of the SWCD’s programs and services.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Law Library News

Going to Conciliation
Court made easier
Going to Conciliation (also known
as “Small Claims”) Court just became
easier. The forms have been available
online for quite some time, but in the
past there were no instructions offered.
The Minnesota Courts Self-Help Center
has added instructions. They have added
excellent, easy-to-follow instructions.
The instructions are detailed, include informative information about the whole
process, and even have screen shots
breaking down how to fill out the forms.
You can find the instructions and forms
at http://www.mncourts.gov/GetForms.
aspx?c=10&p=41.

Divorce forms: A new document assembly tool is currently being tested and
expected to go live very soon. It is even
better than the I-Can program that was
previously offered. County Library staff
has been working on the beta testing,
and are very impressed with the ease
and completeness of the new interview
and document assembly process. The
new program allows you to work on
the paperwork, save it, and return to it
as many times as is needed. Once it is
up and running, the Law Library will be
able to resume the Free Saturday Morning Divorce Clinics that we have offered
in the past. At the Saturday Morning
Clinic, participants use the document
assembly tool offered by the Minnesota
Judicial Self-Help Canter. Law students
from local law schools assist participants with navigating the program and
a volunteer attorney answers legal questions. Please call the Law Library at
(952) 496-8713 to check the status of
the clinic.
Crime victim assistance: Southern
Minnesota Regional Legal Services
(SMRLS) has received a grant from
the Department of Justice specifically
for Scott County residents to offer legal
services for issues related to victimization. These issues would include crime
victim’s rights, restitution and reparations, restraining orders and orders for
protection, divorce, custody and parenting time, housing, government benefits,
identity theft, and financial crime. As

part of this grant, an attorney will be
at the Scott County Court House every Monday morning 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
for walk-in consultations regarding
orders for protection and harassment
restraining orders. For more information, please call SMRLS at (651) 2224731 and mention that you are a Scott
County resident interested in crime victim assistance.
Family Law Clinics: If you have a
family law question, the Monday Family Law clinic might be able to help.
The Law Library offers a free volunteer attorney consultation on the second
Monday of the month. If you have questions regarding divorce, custody, child
support, or parenting time, this clinic
may answer those questions. If you are
currently represented by an attorney,
the volunteer attorney cannot see you.
For more information, dates, times, and
to make an appointment, please call
the Scott County Law Library at (952)
496-8713.

Legal forms library: Are you looking for a legal form? The Library just
renewed our subscription to the Minnesota Gale Legal Forms database. This
database offers legal forms for every
stage of life. Types of forms include official, state-specific, federal, business,
personal, real estate, and general forms
covering hundreds of legal subjects and
issues. There are simple contracts, power of attorney forms, wills, leases, and
even templates for legal letters. Gale
offers instructions, a fillable form, and
usually a sample of a completed form.
You can access this database at both
the Scott County Library website and
the Scott County Law Library website
using your library card or you can use
the database at any of the Scott County
Libraries.
The Scott County Law Library is a
public library open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. You can contact the Law Library at (952) 496-8713
or by emailing us at lawlib@scottlib.
org.

Funds available for Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program
Landowners looking to restore and
preserve their land now have the opportunity to do so with the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP). This program focuses on environmentally sensitive lands -- such as
areas next to waterbodies and marginal
farm land -- and pays landowners to permanently conserve these areas.
Through CREP, landowners receive
financial incentives from both the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) to voluntarily enroll land in a perpetual conservation easement. CREP is available
in 54 counties in Minnesota, including
Scott County.
Many landowners are working on

coming into compliance with the new
buffer law, and enrolling in CREP puts
them in compliance. There is funding available to enroll 60,000 acres
statewide into the program, providing
multiple benefits to the state including
flood mitigation, additional habitat for
wildlife and pollinators, and reduced
nitrogen in drinking water. Landowners who enroll in CREP are not only
preserving their land, they are also contributing to larger conservation efforts
throughout Minnesota.
More information on CREP can
be found at bwsr.state.mn.us/crep or
by contacting the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District staff at (952)
492-5425.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Visit our new website:
www.scottcountymn.gov

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

New transit option to be
offered along Highway 169

Beginning April
17, Scott County
residents will have
a new transit option
between
Mankato
and Minneapolis.
Land to Air Express out of Mankato The Land to Air Express Bus will pick up and drop
will be launching its off passengers in Mankato, St. Peter, LeSeuer, Belle
Highway 169 Con- Plaine, Jordan, Shakopee, and Minneapolis.
nection, which will provide transporta- go. Visit www.landtoairexpress.com for
tion for college kids who want to travel more information.
home on the weekend, people who can
The bus stops along the route are
no longer drive, or those who want an near other transit options that can coneasier or less hectic travel experience nect residents to specific attractions.
into the Twin Cities, perhaps for a Go- For example, from the Marschall Road
phers or Twins game.
Transit Station in Shakopee, residents
The stops, from Mankato to Min- can catch another bus to the Burnsville
neapolis, include the Land to Air De- Transit Center or the Mall of America in
pot, Mankato State University – Lot Bloomington, where light rail and other
11, Gustavus at the 3 Flag Cutout, the bus options are available.
St. Peter Food Co-op, Value Stay Inn
The new bus corridor program is bein Le Sueur, the Belle Plaine McDon- ing funded through the Federal Transit
ald’s, Holiday gas station in Jordan, the Administration’s Formula Grants for
Marschall Road Transit Station in Sha- Rural Areas program, which provides
kopee, and the Hawthorne Transpor- capital, planning, and operating assistation Center. More locations may be tance to states to support public transadded in Minneapolis.
portation in rural areas with populations
One-way ticket prices range from of less than 50,000.
$5-15, depending on where you want to

CAP Corner

“Spring” into action
and help those in need
Did you know that April is National
Volunteer Month? This spring brings
with it new opportunities to make connections and give back to our community. Community Action Partnership
(CAP) has several exciting new projects
this spring, and they would love for you
to partner with them to help those in
need. This year’s National Volunteer
Month theme is “Service Unites.” What
better way to unite with our friends
and neighbors than by taking part in
one of CAP’s excellent volunteer programs?
This spring and summer will see an
expansion of CAP’s “Backstretch Community Garden.” Backstretch Gardens
were created to provide more opportunities for healthy eating through increased
access to fresh fruits and vegetables.
This collaborative effort will help program clients, residents, employees, and
volunteers participate in communitybased agriculture. Community gardens
offer unique opportunities to provide
healthier food options, develop new
skills, and foster a greater sense of community. You’re invited to apply for either a four-foot by four-foot plot for
$25, or a four-foot by eight-foot plot for
$50. Scholarships are also available for
those who indicate need. Costs will be
used toward ongoing water supply and
other garden needs.
Start-up costs are provided through
Scott County Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) and
donations from partnering organizations. This includes raised beds, soil,
compost, plant starts, and technical assistance from Master Gardeners. Community Gardeners will also have access
to a communal tool shed and a reliable
water source. The Garden is located at
752 Canterbury Road South (Shakopee)
near the Scott County Workforce Center
next to Canterbury Park. To download
an application and a copy of the garden
rules, please visit www.scottcountymn.
gov/402/Healthy-Communities or contact Jamie Bachaus, SHIP Coordinator,
at jbachaus@co.scott.mn.us or via email at (952) 496-8585.

Volunteers needed
The CAP Agency Food Shelf is also
looking for volunteers! They are in need
of a driver on Mondays from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. This volunteer would
drive an Agency vehicle to various food
pickup locations in the surrounding area
and drop the food off at the Food Shelf.
This volunteer position is absolutely
essential to providing enough food for
those in need in our community. This
position requires a valid driver’s license
and the ability to lift up to 50 pounds.
The Food Shelf also needs volunteers for food intake. These volunteers
would help with unloading food deliveries and restocking the food shelf, ensuring that we are always prepared to help
our clients in need of food assistance.
To volunteer for these or other opportunities, please go to www.capagency.org/
be-a-volunteer or call (952) 496-2125.
Diaper Drive success!
On March 25, CAP Agency celebrated the end of a very successful diaper
drive! Led by Sanya Pirani -- a 5th grader serving as CAP’s Youth Ambassador
-- and her Hope for Children team, this
drive resulted in the donation of over
12,000 diapers. The community celebration took place at Twin Oaks Middle
School. Families and community members were invited to come enjoy food,
music, and games while learning more
about Head Start, Crisis Nursery, and
WIC programs. Free diapers were given away to families in need. Our thanks
to Sanya, her team, and all those who
participated in the Diaper Drive!
As the spring season unfolds, please
consider a monetary donation,
participating in the Backstretch
Community Garden, donating items
to our food shelf or thrift store, or
volunteering for one of CAP’s 26
programs. Be an important part
of National Volunteer Month by
contributing to the program of your
choice in the way that best suits your
life. No matter how you choose to
give back, you can make a positive
impact on our community this season.
Remember, We Are All Connected.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen
Scott County Sheriff

Striving to be better

We live a nation with many polarized viewpoints. Opinions on law enforcement quickly get wrapped into these discussions. Should we increase support for
police, or seek criminal justice reform? What is the answer? What is the truth?
Who is right?
If you follow comments on your social media feed, it would be safe to assume
that criminal justice reform is in direct opposition to supporting the cops on the
street. That argument does not leave a lot of room for discussion, and seems to
paint anyone who seeks change as “anti-police.” I challenged myself to seek out
more information. My first stop was to the Merriam Webster dictionary. I skimmed
through the definition, and discovered that when reform is used as an intransitive
verb, the definition is “to become changed for the better.” All of a sudden, “reform”
doesn’t sound so negative or judgmental. This doesn’t mean overhauling everything, this sounds like building on successes and evaluating where we can improve.
My answer to the question posed earlier is yes to both. We need to support
police, and reform is needed in our criminal justice system. Reform is not needed
because we are getting it wrong, but because we can always strive to do it better.
Our community expects the best in public safety. If we strive to do it better and
deliver on that promise, our community will support us. We can have both -- and I
believe most of us desire both.
My experience in Scott County is that we have always been striving to do it
better. From Sheriff Bill Nevin opening an innovative jail annex three decades
ago to address jail crowding, to today with the recent start of our Treatment (Drug)
Court. These “reforms” came about as ways to do it better, and we will continue
to seek out future challenges in Scott County. I would like to highlight a couple of
examples of how we are currently working on reform in Scott County.
This winter, I began a journey with all of the city police chiefs in Scott County
and our counterparts in Carver County. We have been meeting monthly to discuss
the recommendations of “The President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing.”
This document opens a dialogue of best practices for police agencies across the
country. As we discuss the topics that range from building community trust, crime
reduction, and officer safety, we learn from each other what the needs in our communities are. We quickly discovered that many of the recommendations are already
used in our communities, but the discussion is important as we look at how we do
business and how we can reform or improve our service to the public. This time
spent reflecting on how we handle these topics in our individual communities is a
benefit to all Scott County residents.
Another way I see reform coming to law enforcement in Scott County is through
training. Just like we would assume a new tech startup company wouldn’t be using
technology from a few years ago, we shouldn’t expect law enforcement to train on
tactics that are outdated. Ongoing training for our officers is necessary to keeping
them safe on the streets. As our tactics adapt and improve, we also acknowledge
that training is not solely focused on use-of-force skills. Additionally, there are new
training topics that that not only keep officers safe, but also members of the public.
This latest training encompasses the areas of de-escalation, mental health crisis
intervention, and improving interactions with the communities we serve.
One example of this new training is a class I hosted in February for over 60
officers and deputies from Scott and Carver Counties. I brought in a couple of
professors from Minnesota State University, Mankato to discuss a college course
they teach titled “policing a diverse society.” We spent time dissecting the history
of how law enforcement has been utilized in our country, and the impacts on perceptions in various communities. By learning more about the history of policing,
we have a more thorough understanding of why there are calls for reform and why
there is a lack of trust in some populations. The class brought us into discussions
on scenarios where students were able to talk through the best way to resolve the
issue. While these are not easy conversations to have as a law enforcement officer,
they are necessary. We need to reflect on our profession, and be willing to have
frank discussions on how we can always work to improve.
I am very proud of my profession and I will always strive to take every measure
possible to better serve our citizens. Thank you for your ongoing support of the
work we do to keep your community safe.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @ScottCoSheriffOffice

Save the date for golf fundraiser!
The 11th annual Tee It Up For The Task Force golf fundraiser will be
held on Sept. 8 at Stonebrooke Golf Club. Registration begins at 7
a.m., and the shotgun start will begin at 8 a.m. There will be
a barbecue luncheon, raffle, and a live auction.
Sponsorships are available as follows:
Platinum: $1,250 (includes four golf
registrations)
Gold: $1,000 (includes three golf registrations)
Silver: $750 (includes two golf registrations)
Hole: $300
All sponsors will receive recognition on
individual signage on the golf course, on
Facebook, on ChooseNotToUse.org, and in Scott County newspapers.
Individual golf registrations are $125. Please contact Kathy Welter at
kwelter@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 239-6885 to register or to sponsor.
We hope to see you there!
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Outdoor Recreation

in partnership with

Spring into Action
There’s no better time to “spring” into action at Scott County’s Spring Lake Regional Park. The
park already boasts more than three miles of paved multi-use trails, and the newest gem is an
additional ¾ mile trail. The new section completes a large trail loop in the park and connects to a
nearby neighborhood and the Scott West Regional Trail.
In order to build the trail through a large wetland, an old deteriorated berm through the wetland
needed reinforcement. This effort aligned with a water quality improvement project being led by
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC). Working in partnership, the SMSC, Scott
County, Three Rivers Park District, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District and City of Prior
Lake were able to accomplish their goals with a cost savings.
No matter how visitors choose to use the trails — hiking, biking, dog-walking or in-line skating,
just to name a few activities — the paths are perfect for getting outside and moving amid
picturesque natural surroundings. The combination of maple-basswood forest, tamarack bog,
and Spring Lake also make the park a great site for viewing wildlife and photographing nature.
And best of all, entrance to the park is free.
The park also includes a 10-acre dog off-leash area, which is split into one for large breeds (nine
acres) and one for small breeds (one acre). Both areas are fully fenced. The fee to use the dog
off-leash area is $6.50 daily or $45 annually (the daily fee is payable at the electronic pay station
at Spring Lake Regional Park; an annual permit is available at Cleary Lake Regional Park).
So whether you choose to bring Fido, your bike, camera, or just your hiking shoes, get out and
explore Spring Lake Regional Park!

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

25875 Juniper Ave New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 am–10 pm, May 28 to September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New
Prague. New this season: 1-mile paved trail to the lake,
improved canoe launch and expanded beach. Family
and group picnicking, catered events, and fishing
are also possible at this picturesque site.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 am–10 pm
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular yearround recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities
including a 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area,
swimming beach, cross-country ski trails and more, this
beautiful park has something for everyone.

golf academy
registration open
Cleary Lake Regional Park, Prior Lake
Hooked on Golf, Little Whippers, Player, Par, Birdie
Lessons – ages 5-15. Family, Adult Group and Private
Lessons and Leagues. Scholarships available.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 am–10 pm
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails and the new 3-acre dog off-leash area, the park reserve remains
undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also
been designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park

Scott County Road 83 and County Road 82, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 am–10 pm
Located on the north shore of Spring Lake and near the southwest shore of Prior Lake, Spring Lake Regional Park offers
374 acres of incredibly diverse natural habitats. A spectacular 3-mile paved trail takes visitors through forest and future
savanna prairie offering breathtaking vistas. The trail connects the park from north to south, as well as to County Road
12. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with a 6-foot, non-retractable leash. A 10-acre off-leash pet area with a watering
and rinsing station provides a wonderful opportunity for dog owners to exercise their dogs. There are two separate fullyfenced areas: 9 acres for large dogs and 1 acre for small dogs.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10 am-4 pm; Sunday: 11 am–4 pm
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings.

www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails • ThreeRiversParks.org

Summer Camps
nature exploration • outdoor skills • golf
fishing • farming • art • Minnesota history
Lifelong memories are made in summer camps! Ages
5–15 at Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The Landing.
Register today!

Register at
ThreeRiversParks.org • 763.559.6700

Outdoor Recreation

event
calendar
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK
º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$8. Ages: All.
April 8 — Saturday #2CLE5500-01
1–3 PM

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn basics of shooting safely and
accurately. Shoot at stationary targets and
compete in shooting games. Equipment
provided. Reservations required by two
days prior. $10. Ages: 8+.
May 6 — Saturday #2CLE5000-11
9–11 AM

º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Canoe under the full moon. Listen for
wildlife while enjoying the night sky.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $8. Ages: 5+.
May 10 — Wednesday #2CLE0220-11
7:30–9 PM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing
license provided for class only. Reservations
required by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 20 — Saturday #2CLE5400-11
1–3 PM

FAMILY STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARD (SUP)
Enjoy a casual paddle around the lake.
Listen and watch for wildlife. Children ages
9 and younger must ride on an adult’s
board; maximum one child rider per adult.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$20. Ages: All.
May 20 — Saturday #2CLE5765-11
4–6 PM

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Discover the fast-growing sport of
stand-up paddleboarding, an exciting
way to explore the water that offers a
full-body workout. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$35. Ages: 14+.
May 27 — Saturday #2CLE5760-11
9–11 AM

º FAMILY CANOEING
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CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
º WALK WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Explore seasonal signs and sounds on a
hike under the full moon. View the moon
through a telescope and warm up with hot
chocolate. Reservations required by two
days prior. $6. Ages: 6+.
April 11 — Tuesday #2CLE0200-01
8–9:30 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR EGGS
Learn geocaching basics and use your
new skills hunting for eggs. Reservations
required by two days prior. $8/person.
Ages: All.
April 14 — Friday #2CLE5505-01
5–7 PM
April 15 — Saturday #2CLE5505-02/03
9–11 AM or 1–3 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$8. Ages: All.
May 6 — Saturday #2CLE5500-11
1–3 PM

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately with skilled instructors. Shoot
at stationary targets and compete in fun
shooting games. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$10. Ages: 8+.
May 6 — Saturday #2CLE5000-01
9–11 AM

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing
license provided for class only. Reservations
required by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 6 — Saturday #2CLE5400-01
1–3 PM
May 27 — Saturday #2CLE5400-02
9–11 AM

º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Canoe under the full moon. Listen for
wildlife while enjoying the night sky.
Equipment provided. Reservations required
by two days prior. $8. Ages: 5+.
May 10 — Wednesday #2CLE0220-01
7:30–9 PM

º FAMILY CANOEING
Learn safety, entering and exiting a canoe,
and paddle strokes while having fun on the
water. Reservations required by two days
prior. $15. Ages: 5+.
May 20 — Saturday #2CLE5725-01
1–3 PM

Learn safety, entering and exiting a canoe,
and paddle strokes while having fun on the
water. Reservations required by two days
prior. $15. Ages: 5+.
May 27 — Saturday #2CLE5725-11
1–3 PM

FAMILY STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARD (SUP)
Enjoy a casual paddle around the lake.
Listen and watch for wildlife. Children
9 and younger must ride on an adult’s
board; maximum one child rider per adult.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$20. Ages: All.
May 20 — Saturday #2CLE5765-01
4–6 PM

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
Discover the fast-growing sport of
stand-up paddleboarding, an exciting
way to explore the water that offers a
full-body workout. Equipment provided.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$35. Ages: 14+.
May 27 — Saturday #2CLE5760-01
1–3 PM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
º SPRING BIRD HIKE
Search for resident and migratory birds
with others interested in birding. Bring
binoculars or borrow ours. Beginners
welcome. Reservations required by two
days prior. $5. Ages: All.
April 8 #2CLE1500-01
May 13 #2CLE1500-02
Saturdays, 8–10 AM

THE LANDING
MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your
child. Play, sing, read stories and create a
craft. Dress as a pioneer if you wish, but
remember outdoor clothes! Reservations
required.
$5/person. Ages: 2-5, plus adult.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Farm Animals
April 11 #2LAN0100-01
Habitats
May 9 #2LAN0100-02

FRONTIER FAMILIES:
SPRING ADVENTURES
Making a home on the frontier took skill,
hard work — and luck. Experience pioneer
life with hands-on activities. Reservations
required. $10. Ages: 7+.
Sundays, 12:30–4 PM
Heirloom Gardening and Seed Saving
April 9 #2LAN2500-01
Finding Wild Edibles
May 14 #2LAN2500-02

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 am–5 pm

CLEARY LAKE OPEN HOUSE
Saturday May 20
10 AM - Noon
Celebrate the park’s latest enhancements, including
the golf course, visitor center and rain gardens.
10:15 – 10:30
· Welcome presentation
· Free refreshment
10:30 – Noon, ongoing
· Driving range balls
· Golf skill games
· Rain garden tours
· Site enhancement tours

Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the basis
of financial need and funds available.
Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine. If
a program is canceled by park staff, you
will be notified and a full refund or credit
will be issued upon your request.

VICTORIAN EGG ROLL
Join an egg and spoon race, bunny hop
relay egg roll, and other authentic games
of the 1800s. Make crafts, play with
toys and games, and explore along the
Minnesota River Valley. Last entry at 3 PM.
To pre-register, call 763.559.6700; drop-ins
welcome. $8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and
65+; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
April 15 — Saturday
#2LAN0300-01 to 03
10 AM–4 PM

CIVIL WAR WEEKEND
See how Minnesota’s soldiers lived and
worked during the “War between the
States.” Hear the roar of musketry and
learn to march. Horse-drawn trolleys
provide transportation through the park.
Last entry one hour before closing. To
pre-register, call 763.559.6700; drop-ins
welcome. $8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and
65+; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
May 6–7 #2LAN0305-01/02
Saturday, 10 AM–5 PM
Sunday, 10 AM–3 PM

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Meet Civil War veterans and learn
how Memorial Day began in 1868 as
“Decoration Day” to honor Union soldiers
who died. A formal “Decoration Day”
ceremony with brass band is held on
Monday at 2 PM. Horse-drawn trolleys
provide transportation through the park.
To pre-register, call 763.559.6700; drop-ins
welcome. $8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and
65+; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
May 27–29 #2LAN0310-01 to 03
Saturday & Monday, 10 AM–5 PM
Sunday, Noon–5 PM

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
@ MCCOLL ENVIRONMENTAL
LEARNING CENTER
13500 Dakota Ave., Savage

FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of fish, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling fish once
they’re caught. Equipment and fishing
license provided for class only. Reservations
required by two days prior. $6. Ages: All.
May 6 — Saturday #2CLE5401-01
1–3 PM

@ REZAC NATURE CENTER
7840 Garfield Ave, Lonsdale

GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required by two days prior.
$8. Ages: All.
May 20 — Saturday #2CLE5590-01
9–11 AM

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program with
an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive the
discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees at the
same time.
• If reservations are not required, ask for
the discount when you arrive at the
program.
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Grant helps New Prague gas station successfully recycle
SuperAmerica in New Prague (River Country Cooperative) was first connected to Minnesota Waste
Wise after realizing that recycling receptacles were
lacking at many gas stations in the area. After successfully implementing a waste reduction program at
their larger stores, Olaf Johnson, Director of C-Stores,
decided that it would be possible to start a similar
program at their Scott County site. The company
took a big step in their sustainability goals by adding
single-stream recycling to the gas pumps, office, and
behind the counter inside the store. While cardboard
recycling had previously been in place, after Minnesota Waste Wise conducted a site visit and provided
recommendations to reduce their waste stream, Olaf
did not waste any time in applying for a Scott County
Business Recycling grant. The grant provided recycling bins free of charge to kick-start the new waste
reduction program and increase waste diversion from
the landfill. “Since now it’s said that one in five meals
are eaten in cars, we see it as a responsibility to provide recycling for all the plastic bottles, cans, and paper that people go through and are looking to dispose
of when they stop here,” said Olaf.
Olaf and store manager Anna were enthusiastic
about the new recycling program, and knew that their
staff would be motivated to do the right thing as well.
After working with their waste hauler to add singlestream collection, the results were immediate: “We’ve
easily doubled our recycling output,” Anna said. “Our

staff has done a
great job and even
sorts through the
trash when they
see recyclable materials mixed in.
Contamination
has been kept to a
minimum, and it’s
great not having to
empty the garbage
as often.” In addition to cardboard,
they are now diverting plastic and
glass bottles, cans,
and paper from The SA Station in New Prague
the landfill, and received recycling bins.
couldn’t be more excited about their positive results.
An estimated 27,812 pounds of recyclables are being given a second life through recycling at this SuperAmerica. As a result of decreasing their trash, they
are saving approximately $1,820 per year. “The Scott
County Business Recycling grant made our waste reduction program possible,” Olaf said. “The cost of
adding recycling bins was an inhibiting factor before,
but now we are not only saving money, but we are doing the right thing for the environment.”
Proud to set an example for the other businesses

in the community, Olaf and Anna are pleased with
their efforts and have noticed that their customers are
starting to pay attention and sort their recyclables as
well. “People used to ask us if we recycled, or commented on the lack of recycling at our store,” added
Anna. “Now, there is a certain community awareness
and we’re excited to lead the community in being the
first gas station to participate. You see recycling almost everywhere now, so we are driven by the fact
that we are doing the best we can for our community
and our waste is ending up in the right place.” River
Country Cooperative strives to be good stewards in the
communities in which they do business, and the momentum won’t be slowing down anytime soon. Anna
and the rest of the staff look forward to even greater
diversion in the summer months when more people are
on the go.
For more information on possible assistance
and funding to improve recycling at your business,
church, or other institution, contact Steve Steuber at
Scott County at (952) 496-8473, or consult the recycling business grant information on the Scott County website at http://www.scottcountymn.gov/1398/
Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from
SCORE and/or LRD funds provided to the County from the
State of Minnesota.

Recycling grant helps Shakopee school save money
Since receiving a grant from Scott County, things
have changed in the cafeteria of Shakopee Area Catholic Schools (SACS). With the grant, SACS had a recycling station built to house their recycling containers. They have also added more recycling containers
around the school.
By stepping up the recycling efforts throughout
their school, they’ve saved money. Similarly, by
separating more, SACS have cut down the number of
times they have to have their garbage picked up.
According to Robert “Bob” Polk, SACS Maintenance Director, “By upping the size of our garbage
containers and only having one pick up a week, SACS
have saved 10 to15 percent, just with their refuse hauler. Maybe this doesn’t seem like a lot but, over the
course of the year or five years, it certainly adds up!”
The school staff did have concerns with whether or
not their smaller kids (pre-K and kindergarten) would
be able to understand recycling. Yet with very little

effort, everybody is doing great!
In addition, according to Polk, “It’s almost fun
sometimes to watch the kids come through the line and
you can see their little minds working trying to figure
what is or isn’t recyclable. Now that it’s been a while,
it’s just second nature to them. Thank you for the help
with making this work for us. I hope other schools will
take the opportunity to do the same.”
For more information on possible assistance and
funding to improve recycling at your city, business,
church, or other institution contact Steve Steuber at
Scott County at (952) 496-8473, or consult the recycling business grant information on the Scott County website at http://www.scottcountymn.gov/1398/
Business-Recycling-Grants.
Funding for these grants to businesses comes from
SCORE and/or LRD funds provided to the County
from the State of Minnesota.

Using a County grant made available from the
State sales tax on garbage collection, Shakopee
Area Catholic Schools (SACS) built a recycling
station and added more recycling containers
around the school.

Mini-grants available to aid with clean water projects

Do you have an idea for a project that
would help the water quality in Scott
County? If your project idea is located
in the Scott Watershed Management Organization (SWMO) watershed, and it
meets the grant criteria, we have grants
available to help you.
The Watershed Stewardship Grant
Program funds projects like water cleanup events, invasive species removal, environmental education programs/materials, native plant workshops, and more.
Up to $2,500 per project is available.
But hurry and apply today, because we
have $10,000 total to share. For more
information, including grant criteria
and application instructions, please
visit www.scottcountymn.gov/wmo, or
email Becky Groshens at rgroshens@
co.scott.mn.us.

Projects funded in 2016:
New Prague School District
fish net purchase

The Fish and Wildlife class had borrowed nets in the past to survey fish
populations in local lakes, but were experiencing scheduling conflicts. The
net purchase allows students a hands-on
learning experience, and the opportunity to collect data on lakes that otherwise wouldn’t be surveyed. Fish sizes,
species, and other data are sent to the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to distribute to the public.

bers of the community a nice place
to explore. Trails and a wind break
(made from Dogwood shrubs) will
be installed in 2017.
Cedar Lake Improvement
District’s Fourth Annual Carp
Tournament

Jordan Elementary School
District native pollinator
garden
The school district is installing a
pollinator garden in the southwest

For several years now, SWMO has
helped fund the Cedar Lake Improvement District’s Annual Carp Tournament. Carp are an invasive fish that
cause many water quality issues. The
Jordan students helped clear the tournament provides a fun and low-cost
site for the school’s new pollinator management technique.
garden.
Last May, 69 fish were harvested
during
the tournament, with about 45
corner of the elementary school
of
those
being carp and the rest suckers.
grounds. This project not only gives
students a hands-on outdoor learning There were seven carp over 25 pounds,
opportunity, it will also give mem- with the biggest weighing 31 lbs., 1 oz.

New Prague High School students enrolled in the Fish and Wildlife class have
their own nets to use for the fish surveys they do for the Minnesota DNR.

The team of Nathan Boyer, Austin Linder, and Josh Pexa won first place in
last May’s Cedar Lake Improvement District’s Carp Tournament by pulling in
25 fish, including the largest carp weighing 31 lbs., 1 oz.
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Weeds thrive without
control, eradication

With the winter months behind us,
spring rains and warm sun start the
growing cycle that brings our treasured
plants and flowers to life. However,
these elements also bring in those pesky
and unwanted noxious weeds with vigour. These unwanted pests cause many a
farmer, gardener, or property owner lost
hours and dollars. A noxious weed is a
plant species that has been designated by
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) as a plant that is injurious to agricultural and/or horticultural crops and/or
humans and livestock.
The State Noxious Weed Lists are established by MDA. These lists include:
Thirteen plants which are required to be
completely eradicated when discovered;
nine plants which must be controlled; 14
restricted noxious weeds which must not
be imported, transported, or sold; and
one plant that must be eradicated in areas
that can be accessed by the public.
Eradicate list: Prohibited noxious
weeds that are listed to be eradicated are
plants that are not currently known to be
present in Minnesota or are not widely
established. These species must be eradicated, meaning all of the above and below ground parts of the plant must be destroyed. Measures must also be taken to
prevent and exclude these species from
being introduced into Minnesota.
These weeds include: Yellow Starthistle, Grecian Foxglove, Oriental Bittersweet, Japanese Hops, Dalmatian
Toadﬂax, Common Teasel, Cut-leaved
Teasel, and Giant Hogweed, Palmer Amaranth, Diffuse Knapweed, Brown Knapweed, Meadow Knapweed, and Black
Swallow-Wort.
Control list: Prohibited noxious
weeds that are listed to be controlled are
plants established throughout Minnesota
or within specific regions of the state.
Species on this list must be controlled,
meaning efforts must be made to destroy
all propagating parts and prevent seed
maturation and dispersal, thereby reducing established populations and preventing reproduction and spread as required
by Minnesota law. Additionally, transportation, propagation, or sale of these
plants is prohibited.
These weeds include: Purple Loosestrife, Spotted Knapweed, Leafy Spurge,
Wild Parsnip, Common Tansy, Canada
thistle, Plumeless Thistle, Narrowleaf
Bittercress, and Common Barberry.
Specially regulated plants: These
are plants that may be native species or
have demonstrated economic value, but
also have the potential to cause harm in
non-controlled environments. Measures
must be taken to minimize the potential
for harm caused by these plants, such
as controlling them where humans are
mostly likely to come in contact with
them.
These plants include: Poison Ivy.
Poison Ivy must be eradicated for public
safety along rights-of-way, trails, public
accesses, business properties open to the
public, or on any lands where public access for business or commerce is granted
and along property borders when neighboring landowners request it. Absolutely never cut Poison Ivy with a mower
or weed-whacker, as this will create
a fine mist of plant residue that can
be inhaled and cause severe and life
threatening allergic responses.
Restricted noxious weeds: These
are plants that are widely distributed in
Minnesota and are detrimental to human
or animal health, the environment, public
roads, crops, livestock, or other property,
but the only feasible means of control is
to prevent their spread by prohibiting the
importation, sale, and transportation of
their propagating parts. Plants designat-

ed as “restricted
noxious weeds”
may be reclassified if effective
means of control
are developed.
These plants
include:
ComWild parsnip
mon or European
Buckthorn, Glossy Buckthorn, Multiﬂora
Rose, Tree of Heaven, Garlic Mustard,
Porcelain Berry, Crown Vetch, Wild
Carrot, Amur Honeysuckle, Morrow’s
Honeysuckle, Bell’s Honey Suckle, Common Reed, Black Locust, and Tatarian
Honeysuckle.
Enforcement of the weed law
When a complaint is received regarding the presence of noxious weeds (or
they are observed upon your property
by a designated inspector), the property
owner will be asked to control or eradicate the weeds located upon their property. Depending on the time of the season, an owner may be asked to use different methods to control the weed growth.
These methods may include herbicides or
mechanical measures, such as mowing.
The County prefers to work with
property owners to help them identify
noxious weeds and answer questions regarding the best methods to control or
eradicate them. The County’s Household
Hazardous Waste Facility commonly
has herbicides in the Re-USE room that
property owners can obtain at no cost.
The County’s goal is to make the weed
our common enemy, and not end up in
adversarial relationships with land owners who have the misfortune of owning
land on which the weeds have chosen to
propagate. In addressing a weed issue,
your first point of contact should be either your township or city office. However, you can also contact the County
Designated Employee for handling noxious weed issues. Dan Ekholm can be
reached by calling (952) 496-8876 or via
email at dekholm@co.scott.mn.us.

EmergenSCENE
By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management
and Communications Director

What causes the sirens to activate?

Severe weather season in Minnesota typically occurs between April and September, however, weather in the last year has been anything but typical. We’ve
experienced an extremely wet summer, followed by a warm, dry winter, and the
earliest tornados in the state’s history. Whatever the cause, one thing is clear: We
are in a dynamic weather pattern with a significant increase in heavy rain events
and rapid onset storms.
The Emergency Management Division of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office uses
a number of tools to keep citizens aware of rapidly changing weather conditions
and other hazards. Citizens can sign up for the County’s mass notification system,
Code Red. Severe weather reports are automatically posted to the Scott County
Sheriff’s Facebook and Twitter pages. During a flash flood, tornado, or other
civil emergency, the National Weather Service or Scott County’s 911 Center can
issue a wireless emergency alert to most smart phones located in the county.
One of the oldest technologies -- outdoor warning sirens -- remains a source
of confusion for many people. Outdoor warning sirens date back to the civil defense era of the 1950s, and are located throughout the most populated areas of the
County. They are tested on the first Wednesday of each month, and once during
the evening of severe weather awareness week. Outdoor warning sirens are designed to warn people who are outside to seek shelter and information.
In Scott County and most of the metro area, outdoor warning sirens will only
be activated when a tornado warning is issued, measured wind gusts are seventy
miles per hour or more, or a trained weather spotter identifies large hail or dangerous winds in the area. Once the sirens are activated, they will continue to cycle for
three minutes before deactivating.
When the sirens go off, imminent dangerous weather is approaching your area.
Go inside and seek more information from television, radio, or internet sources.
If you hear the sirens go off again, more danger is approaching. Stay inside and
monitor media. There is never an “all clear” message issued by the sirens. Since
the sirens turn off after three minutes, dangerous weather will likely still be in the
areas even after the sirens can’t be heard.
In 2011, the National Weather Service interviewed survivors of the Joplin, Missouri tornado, the seventh most deadly tornado on record. Survivors told the National Weather Service they heard the sirens, but they didn’t really pay attention
to them. Others said they heard them and took protective measures, but they left
that protective place once the sirens stopped. As a result, 159 individuals lost their
lives in the Joplin tornado, and there is little doubt that some of those deaths could
have been prevented.
When the sirens sound in your community, make sure everyone in your household knows what to do. You should not only go to the lowest level/inner-most part
of your home, you should also get more information. Don’t leave your protected
area until the threat has passed. If you are not at home, keep weather aware and
know where storm shelters are located. Now is the time to make sure that your
home shelter area is stocked with flashlights with fresh batteries, water, snacks, and
a weather radio.

GENERAL NOTICE
TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS WEEDS
UPON YOUR PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of April 2017, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd.
1 (2009), that all persons in Scott County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own,
occupy or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful method, but the
methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and other propagating
parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the General Notice may mean that an individual notice will be issued. An
individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to the appeal committee in the county where the
land is located. Failure to comply with the individual notice will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction may either
hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the person(s) who failed to comply. If the work is hired by
the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected. You
may obtain a list of the plants that are noxious and a list of the members of the appeal committee from the County
Designated Employee or local weed inspector. The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors and/or
their appointed assistants.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS
BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Robert Koenig, Supervisor
Gary Schmitz, Supervisor
Dale Stier, Supervisor

HELENA TOWNSHIP
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Ed Nytes, Supervisor
John Wermerskirchen, Supervisor

SAND CREEK TOWNSHIP
Bruce Hunstad, Supervisor
Chad Sandey, Supervisor
Bill Schneider, Supervisor

BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
John Busse, Supervisor
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Tom Gillham, Supervisor
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor

ST. LAWRENCE
TOWNSHIP
Ted Kornder, Supervisor
Les Quatmann, Supervisor
Rob Symanitz, Supervisor

CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
Paul Howe, Supervisor
Chris Kostik, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
Al Novak, Supervisor
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
Robert Pieper, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
John Weckman, Supervisor

CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Joe Lambrecht, Supervisor
Robert Puncochar, Supervisor
Norman Sticha, Supervisor

NEW MARKET TOWNSHIP
Mike Huntington, Supervisor
Becky Larson, Supervisor
Brent Mohn, Supervisor
Marko Popovich, Supervisor
George Silverness, Supervisor

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Doug Berens, Supervisor
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Ted Kowalski, Supervisor
CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Christopher G. Meyer, Mayor
CITY OF JORDAN
Tanya Velishek, Mayor

CITY OF ELKO NEW MARKET
Robert Crawford, Mayor
CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Kirt Briggs, Mayor
CITY OF SAVAGE
Janet Williams, Mayor
CITY OF SHAKOPEE
Bill Mars, Mayor

Scott County Code
Noxious Weed Control and
Enforcement Officer
Dan Ekholm, Contact at (952)
496-8876 or email dekholm@
co.scott.mn.us
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you and
your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other things you
might want to know.






Community Park clean April 22

From Belle Plaine:

Birders are back in Belle Plaine

Imagine walking through a forested area along the
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area Trail system
and you hear a “chick-burr” call, then catch a glimpse
of orange in a nearby tree. You stop and quickly raise
your binoculars and spy a Scarlet Tanager. Even though
you’ve seen dozens of them before, it makes your heart
race to see this elusive bird.
Birding is a fun and rewarding activity for the entire
family. All you need to get started is a pair of binoculars
and a good pair of hiking boots. A birding checklist is
helpful to keep track of the birds you’ve spotted and
is available from the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) website.
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area stretches along the Minnesota River from LeSueur to Chaska,
and further down river. Belle Plaine has easy access to
the trail, which is located just north of town on Minnesota State Highway 25. Portions of the entire trail are
paved, and others are natural surface. The landscapes
along the trail are as diverse as the wildlife; expect to
encounter grassland, wet lands, hardwood forests, and
bluff top oak savannas. According to the DNR website,
these habitats are ideal for catching sight of a variety
of birds, such as Vesper Sparrows, Bobolinks, Dickcissels, Red-Wing Blackbirds, Scarlet Tanagers, marsh
birds, water fowl, and bald eagles. Migratory birds
have started making their appearances along the river.
Watch for male bluebirds and wood ducks as they look
for nesting sites.
Visit the Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
near Belle Plaine and you will not be disappointed.
Whether you are seasoned birder or if you are just beginning your appreciation of these winged creatures,
experiencing the quiet beauty in the Minnesota River
Valley is well worth the time.

From the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District:
Cleanup continues…

The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District is
making steady progress in repairing damage caused to
the Prior Lake Outlet Channel by major flooding in the
spring of 2014. The Prior Lake Outlet Structure and
Channel are used for stormwater conveyance and the
channel acts as a “long-term relief valve” for the landlocked Prior and Spring Lakes. Damage to the channel
was estimated at over $1 million, and included downed
tree removal, culvert repair, sediment delta removal,
and bank erosion repair. The District received funding
support for the repair work from the Federal Emergency Management Administration, Homeland Security
Emergency Management, and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
Downed trees have been removed and culverts have
been repaired. The sediment delta removal has become
somewhat problematic due to an early thaw and has
been put on hold. The bank erosion project, which is the
most expensive repair, is underway. Barr Engineering
was hired to manage the entire project, including construction. At this time, Barr staff have developed plans
that outline various remediation options to stabilize the
channel, such as stone toe protection (riprap and filter);
constructed riffle (gravel, cobble or small boulders installed in the stream bed;) and root wads (tree trunks
with root ball attached), to name a few.
Representatives to a joint powers agreement (called
the “Cooperators,” which includes Prior Lake, Shakopee, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
and the District) will review all of the plans and provide feedback on conceptual and preliminary design.
It is expected that Barr will finish the final design by

children’s books
children’s toys
brown paper grocery bags
coins and bills

Major damage along the Prior Lake Outlet is being
repaired. Some of the damage caused by the 2014
flood can be seen above. Below is a photo of the
repair work done at the site.

April 22 is Earth Day, and a day to think about our
planet and what we can do to keep it special. Do your
part by joining Savage Parks and Recreation from 11
a.m. – noon for a spring clean-up at Savage Community Park, 13500 Dakota Ave. Help get our premier
park ready for summer by picking up debris and clutter that has accumulated over the winter months. Residents of all ages, businesses, scout groups, day cares,
and church and civic groups are encouraged to participate. Meet at Savage Community Park. Trash bags
will be provided. After the park clean-up, head to the
city campus for Service Day Saturday and stop by the
various service project stations at City Hall, Savage Library, and Cherrywood Pointe Senior Living and have
fun helping others.
In addition to projects, there will be hotdogs,
ice cream, face painting, police cars, fire trucks, and
more… all free! For more information on projects and
how Service Day Saturday was started, go to http://servicedaysaturday.wixsite.com/savage.

July 2017, when construction will begin. It is expected
that the project will be substantially completed in July
2018.

Clean Water Clean-Up

The City of Prior Lake and the Prior Lake Spring
Lake Watershed District are sponsoring their annual
free spring clean-up event to remove leaves and other
organic debris on Sunday, April 23 from 9:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. at Sand Point Beach Park. The Park is located on Lower Prior Lake, 14349 Crest Avenue NE, in
the city of Prior Lake. If there are storms or considerable rain, the alternative date is April 30, same time and
place. Volunteers are encouraged to check the website
indicated below to sign up. Volunteers need to provide
their own gloves and rakes.
Leaves and other organic matter are carried by
stormwater into storm drains and end up in lakes and
streams. This material releases phosphorus into our waterbodies, which feeds algae. Algae growth is a serious
threat to water quality, aquatic life, property values, and
water recreation.
Local Businesses will provide door prizes and lunch
will be served. Volunteers are asked to sign up by clicking on the link on the District’s website: http://www.
plslwd.org or by calling the District at (952) 447-4166.

From Savage:

Service Day Saturday, April 22:
Have fun helping others!
On Saturday, April 22, area residents, businesses,
organizations, and others are all invited to Service Day
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Savage City
campus. Bring your friends, family, neighbors and coworkers to work on a variety of simple, hands-on projects that benefit local non-profits. It’s easy. It’s free.
And it’s fun to help others.
How can I participate?
• Help with a service project. Come to Savage
City Hall and travel around the city campus
to participate in a variety of organized service
projects. Come for an hour, or stay all day.
There will be projects for all ages.
• Make a donation. Bring donations to City Hall
between April 15 - 22. Items needed are:
 used shoes – all kinds and sizes
 non-perishable food

Last year’s Earth Day activities in Savage included
a number of service projects.

2017 Arbor Day Celebration,
Saturday, April 29, 9 – 11 a.m.

McColl Pond Environmental Learning and Event
Center (13550 Dakota Ave.)
What’s the buzz on pollinators?
What do raspberries, chocolate, and almonds have
in common? Besides being yummy ice cream sundae
toppings, these are all food products that rely on pollinators. Honeybees often come to mind when people
think of pollinators, but bats, beetles, butterflies, and
some birds are all pollinators that are needed to produce over 75 percent of our food supply. Over the last
several years, the pollinator population has been declining at alarming rates due to pesticides, parasites,
climate change, and lack of supporting habitats. Come
to this year’s Arbor Day Celebration to learn how you
can help improve and expand habitat for bees and butterflies in our city parks and in your own backyard.
This free event will be held at the McColl Pond
Environmental Learning and Event Center and is open
to all! Activities include:
• Arbor Day Proclamation/Mayors for Monarchs
Pledge -- Mayor Janet Williams
• Bee nesting box display
• Honeybees presentation -- University of
Minnesota Bee Squad
SCALE NEWS Continued at right

Participants in last year’s Arbor Day event made
kites, led by Boy Scout Troop 336.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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4-H offers online learning
opportunities for youth
Anyone who has been around teenagers in the last five years knows that
they are constantly online. In fact, a
whopping 91 percent of teens use smart
phones daily; these devices are practically extensions of their bodies. How
should people who work with youth respond? Your first impulse might be to
ask youth to put their devices away to
avoid distraction, but what if you harnessed them as learning tools?
The internet has been disrupting institutions for about 20 years now, and
youth programming is no exception -when people have computers in their
pockets, they get to decide what to pay
attention to. In the past 10 years, those
of us who design online learning environments have come to realize that
online learning shouldn’t stand apart
from face-to-face youth programming,
nor must it be a solitary activity. It can
be integrated with the myriad learning
resources that youth have -- mentors,
books, interest groups, videos, and educational games, to name a few.

The Minnesota 4-H online learning
team is developing online adventures
-- learning modules in which youth ages
10 to 14, in small groups led by an expert mentor, study subjects that interest
them. They build things, observe, report,
and tackle issues in their communities.
We take a connected learning approach: For example, in the “Pollinator Superheroes” adventure, we asked
participants to identify pollinators in
their garden, upload photos of what they
found, and discuss their findings. They
played a matching game about pollinator body parts and flowers, and took a
behind-the-scenes tour of a university
entomology lab. We asked them to name
ways they will help pollinators in their
local areas.
If you would like to learn more about
4-H online learning opportunities, please
contact Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5388
or at dunc0088@umn.edu.
Source: Ann Nordby, University of
Minnesota Youth Development

Students go all out for gardening

By Eduard Krakhmalnikov, Master Gardener Program Coordinator
Teaching children the joy of watching plants grow from seed into foods they can
taste brings satisfaction to volunteers who have long known that joy. “The garden is
an outdoor classroom that instills a sense of pride and a place of beauty in our community,” said one University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener volunteer,
who is part of an effort that has reached 400 elementary students at Raven Stream
Elementary in New Prague over two years.
The garden grew out of a partnership between Extension and the school, with
financial support from a Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) grant.
The goal was to encourage the consumption of fresh, seasonal produce through
hands-on lessons in nutrition, basic horticultural science, and gardening skills. The
well-tended garden yielded produce that was harvested for use by families and by
community members in need.
“We’re very proud of our Raven Stream garden and its effect on our students,”
wrote staff in the school’s fall 2016 newsletter. “There are a number of students
coming to school and telling us they’re planting their own garden at home. Our
hope is that this awareness and involvement in gardening contributes to a healthy
lifestyle for our students and their families.”
If you would like more information about the Master Gardener program, contact
the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410.

4-H offered to homeschoolers
Have you ever wondered if 4-H
could be beneficial to your homeschooled family? In 4-H, youth design
and participate in their own programs
and activities. This unique, learn-by-doing model teaches kids essential, transferrable skills that they’ll use throughout their lives, such as problem solving,
decision making, coping, communicating, and responding to the needs of others. Whether youth are building rockets,
raising dairy cows, or writing musical
plays, 4-H gives them the skills they
need to succeed in life.
In 4-H, there is something for every-

one. A few examples are:
 Science, engineering, and
technology
 Citizenship and leadership
 Healthy living
 Animal science
No matter which project they choose,
through 4-H youth will learn public
speaking skills, how to collaborate, understand government and community,
and how to develop and reach life and
career goals. For more information,
contact Heather Robertson, 4-H Program Coordinator, at (952) 492-5384 or
hroberts@umn.edu.

SCALE NEWS
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•
•

Pollinator display -- Bee Atlas
Pollinator-friendly butterfly garden demonstration
-- Carver-Scott Master Gardeners
• Scavenger hunt
For more information, visit cistyofsavage.com/
arbor-day. Volunteers are needed to assist with
nature activities and serve refreshments, and more.
To volunteer, please contact Natural Resources
Superintendent, Jon Allen, at (952) 224-3441 or
jallen@ci.savage.mn.us.

From Shakopee:

Permit process goes paperless

The City of Shakopee recently launched its new
electronic plan review software, which converts the
submission and review process to fully digital. Applicants can submit infrastructure drawings digitally using
personalized accounts. Staff will review the plans via a
computer or tablet, posting real-time comments. Once
the full review is complete, applicants are notified via
email to download their plans with comments.
In addition to transparency, the technology is intended to reduce city review time. “We can track changes
much better because we don’t have to look through
hundreds of pages for comments. Everything is documented and in one place,” Director of Planning and Development Michael Kerski said. “There should be no
surprises for applicants and staff.”
In addition, residents and contractors can purchase
more permits online using the city’s ePermits software
at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/epermits. “Our emphasis
is on improving customer service,” Building Official
Dave Kriesel said. “We want to make the building plan
review process as seamless as possible for applicants
and businesses.”

City hosts annual Easter Egg
Hunt and Candy Grab

Carver/Scott Master Gardener Joyce Bailey of Belle Plaine leads plant bingo
with students at Raven Stream Elementary in New Prague.

Hop to it! The annual Easter Egg Hunt and Candy
Grab returns at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 8 at the Community Center and Muenchow Fields. Enjoy egg hunts

by age at 11 a.m. with activities, games, crafts, prizes,
and more.
This free event is held rain, shine, or snow. The event
is scheduled to take place outdoors, but will be moved
inside if inclement weather. Bring your Easter basket!
The Easter Egg Hunt is sponsored by Shakopee Parks
and Recreation and the Shakopee Jaycees.

Clean Up Day for City, township
residents is April 29
Residents of Shakopee, Jackson Township, and Louisville Township will have the opportunity to recycle
and discard old and unusable items during the City’s annual Clean Up Day Saturday, April 29. The event runs
from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Shakopee Public Works
building, 400 Gorman St., Shakopee. Enter off Fourth
Avenue. A list of accepted and non-accepted items, as
well as costs, is available at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
cleanupday. Clean Up Day is open solely to residents
of the City of Shakopee, Jackson Township, and Louisville Township.
In addition, Shakopee Rotary will be collecting unwanted furniture and household items for Bridging, Inc.
Drop off items for Bridging between the Public Works
and Engineering buildings from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
Step up your golf game

If your golf clubs have seen better days, The Meadows at Mystic Lake is hosting an event that you will
definitely want to “swing” on by. Test out the latest golf
equipment from top brands, including PING, Cleveland,
TaylorMade, and Callaway. Their annual Demo Day
will be held at The Meadows at Mystic Lake’s driving
range (2400 Mystic Lake Boulevard NW, Prior Lake)
on May 20 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Visit golfthemeadows.
com for more information.

Wozupi Tribal Garden’s annual Plant Sale will be
held May 10-13 at SMSC Property Services at 2975
Dakotah Parkway, Shakopee.

Revamp your meal plan

Give your pantry (or body products!) a makeover
at this year’s Shop Local event. There will be food
samples, local vendors, and door prizes, among other
activities. The event will be hosted at the all-natural
food market Mazopiya (2571 Credit Union Drive, Prior Lake). While shopping, try their all-organic juices,
freshly pressed at the reFresh Bar. This year’s Shop Local will be held on May 20 from noon – 4 p.m. Check
out mazopiya.com for event updates.

Grow greener

If you’re looking to spruce up your garden this season, Wozupi Tribal Garden’s annual Plant Sale is your
one-stop shop. They will have a vast selection of annuals and perennials, organic vegetables, fruit bushes,
and herbs. This four-day event will be held from May
10 - 13 at the SMSC Property Services (2975 Dakotah
Parkway, Shakopee) near Mystic Lake Casino Hotel.
Visit wozupi.com for more details.
All enterprises owned and operated by your neighbor,
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. To
learn more about us, please visit shakopeedakota.org
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Jake Brekke and Catherine McComas Bussa were among the 45 Minnesota
4-H delegates attending the Citizenship Washington Focus in January.

Shakopee teens attend
inauguration as part of
4-H program in D.C.

Inauguration Day has always been
meaningful for Americans because the
United States government makes it a
point to transfer power between presidents in a peaceful manner — no militias
overthrowing heads of state here, thankfully. But this year, the inauguration was
extra special for two Shakopee teenagers
who were able to attend the event as part
of a Citizen Washington Focus (CWF)
session for 4-H members. CWF is a
weeklong 4-H citizenship program for
youths ages 14 to 19, with the sessions
usually offered in the summer. Because
of the inauguration this year, a special
CWF session was offered in January.
Minnesota sent 45 4-H delegates from
throughout the state to attend President
Donald Trump’s inauguration and experience civics in the nation’s capital firsthand. Among those chosen were Jake
Brekke, who lives in Shakopee and is
a senior at Holy Family Catholic High
School, and Catherine McComas-Bussa,
who is a sophomore at Shakopee High
School.
According to McComas-Bussa, interested students had to complete an extensive essay and provide references as part
of the application process in July 2016.
Then, students were interviewed at the
county level before waiting a month to
hear whether they were accepted into
the program. Between the time of acceptance and the inauguration, the students completed monthly assignments to
learn more about the presidential election
process and discover how they could be
more active members of the community
while engaging in civil discourse.
The students stayed in Washington for
four nights and were able to tour national
monuments, listen to well-known speakers, attend workshops, and even go to an
inaugural ball dinner and dance cruise.
Brekke and McComas-Bussa documented their trips for the Shakopee Valley News. Below is a shortened version
of their accounts.
McComas-Bussa’s account
I’m back from Washington, D.C., and
the long sleep that followed, and I have
a lot that I am thinking about. I am so
grateful for this incredible opportunity.
Some of the speakers who came to
talk to the delegates were former Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, a
former chief of staff for first lady Laura Bush, a special assistant to President
George H.W. Bush, the White House
communications director for President
Barack Obama, the head diplomat for
Sao Paulo, and Obama’s director of the
Office of Management and Budget. It
was such a neat opportunity to be able to
talk with them afterward because it was a
way to interact directly with such incredible people.
It was hard to get around D.C. throughout the trip because so many roads were
closed for the inauguration. This meant

Jake Brekke, right center, and
Catherine McComas Bussa, upper
right, attended the 2017 Presidential
Inauguration in January.

that, after we were dropped off at the Jefferson Memorial (the first one we saw),
we walked to the rest of the memorials.
My favorite monument was the Franklin
Delano Roosevelt memorial.
One of my other favorite parts of the
trip was having a small group discussion
with nine other students from around the
country. It was so cool to see how similar
all of our problems were even when we
were all from such different areas.
Of course, one of the most memorable
experiences from the trip was the inauguration itself. To be in a place filled with
so much passion and so many people was
crazy. After we got into our area, we had
to wait for more than three hours before
anything actually started. We were close
enough to the Capitol that we could make
out what was going on, but to see faces
we had to look at the screens.
After the inauguration, we all got
ready for the dance. It was a perfect end
to an extraordinary trip.
Brekke’s account
We arrived at the National 4-H Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Md.,
on Tuesday, Jan. 17. Activities for the
week included workshops and presentations from past White House staffers.
We toured multiple museums and monuments and also held a mock presidential
election.
On Inauguration Day, we left the
conference center at 6 a.m. in order to
arrive early enough to get a good view.
The Minnesota delegation was fortunate
enough to receive enough tickets from
our senators and representatives for everyone to attend.
The experience witnessing the peaceful transition of power was incredible.
The large crowd was very rowdy, but for
the most part was peaceful and respectful. I never saw any of the violence or
rioting, which only occurred in one very
small area and was well controlled, unlike how it was presented on TV. I did not
support either major party candidate in
this election, but the presidential inauguration is an amazing experience no matter who is being sworn in. Experiencing
the beauty of our representative democracy firsthand goes far beyond what can
be taught in a classroom.
Source: Article written by Amanda
McKnight, Shakopee Valley News, February 3, 2017
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Historical Society plans May
Day event, Mother’s Day tea
Wish You Were Here: Tourism in
Scott County -- Scott County has been a
vacation destination for over a century!
This exhibit explores the many tourist
spots that have attracted visitors over
the years, including the resorts at Prior
Lake, Mudbaden Sulphur Springs, the
Renaissance Festival, Canterbury Park,
Mystic Lake, Valleyfair, Elko Speedway,
and more! See amazing photos and artifacts, and share your favorite memories
of these fun places! Exhibit open until
August 2018.
The Minnesota River -- From early
Native American villages on the river to
leisure excursions that continue today,
this exhibit explores the many ways people have experienced the Minnesota River over time. Learn about the steamboats
that brought supplies and settlers to Scott
County, discover how towns and businesses developed around the river, and
more! Exhibit open through May 2017.
Soap Making Workshop, Thursday,
April 20, 6:30 – 8 p.m. Learn how to
make homemade soap in this fun, handson workshop. Instructor David Hudson
will teach participants the steps to making your own soap, and then participants
will be divided into groups for hands-on
practice (each group will be assigned one
of the steps to making soap). Participants
will receive a bar of soap to take home.
The cost of the class is $10 per adult; $7
for SCHS members. A minimum of five
people need to be signed up for the class
to be held. A maximum of 12 reservations will be taken for the class. Reservations are due by April 17. Register here:
http://bit.ly/2mBRCuk.
Youth Archaeology Workshop, Saturday, April 22, 1 – 3 p.m. For ages 11 - 16.
During this workshop, participants will
explore basic field methods in archaeology, including surface survey and shovel
testing (two ways archaeologists dig for
artifacts!). This workshop is taught by
Dr. Jeremy Nienow, a professional archaeologist. Each participant receives a
notebook with materials. This is the fifth
in a series of six workshops that run until
May 2017 (need not have participated in
previous workshops to attend). Participation is free, but registration is required.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education: http://bit.ly/2iPu28G. This
program is sponsored in part with funds
provided by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society.
Garden Planting Party and Heirloom Gardening Presentation, Thursday, April 27, 6 – 8 p.m. Calling all gardeners! From 6 – 7 p.m., get your hands
dirty and help us
plant and prep the
Stans Garden for
the summer. At 7
p.m., guest presenter T.J. Malaskee, President of
the State Grange
of Minnesota, will give a presentation
on heirloom gardening. It is free to attend both the garden planting party and
presentation. Cost for attending just the
presentation is regular museum admission ($4 per adult, $2 per student, SCHS
members free). RSVP appreciated: (952)
445-0378.
May Day Kids Kraft, Saturday, April
29, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. For ages 2 - 8.
We’re celebrating May Day at the SCHS
with stories and a special May Day basket craft! Free, but registration required.
To register, visit http://bit.ly/2lqULNx.
This program introduces children to museums, supports literacy, and provides an
opportunity for great family fun.

Pedaling the
Past Bike Tour,
Saturday, May
6, 10 a.m. – 12
noon. Join us
for a one-ofa-kind guided
bike tour! We’ll
travel
along
the Minnesota Valley State Trail in Shakopee and explore how the rich natural
landscape of this area has supported its
inhabitants for hundreds of years. Tour
lasts approximately two hours and covers
about six miles total. Participants must
bring their own bikes and must wear helmets (no exceptions!). This tour is open
to participants ages 12 and up; participants under age 18 must be accompanied
by an adult. Tour is $5 per person; advance registration is required. To register,
visit http://bit.ly/2m93xyx.
Mother’s Day Tea, Saturday, May 13,
1:30 – 3 p.m. Families with children ages
five and up are
invited to celebrate Mother’s Day at the
Scott County
Historical Society! Enjoy
tea and treats
in the historic
1908 Stans House, learn proper tea etiquette, and make a Victorian trinket box
to take home or give to mom! Fee is $15
per adult and $10 per child. Must register by May 10. To register, visit http://bit.
ly/2lJsOM1.

Youth participating in the May 20
archaeology workshop will visit and
study an archaelogical site.

Youth Archaeology Workshop, Saturday, May 20, 1 – 3 p.m. For ages 11
- 16. During this workshop, participants
will visit and study an archaeological
site in Scott County. This workshop is
taught by Dr. Jeremy Nienow, a professional archaeologist. Each participant
receives a notebook with materials. This
is the final Youth Archaeology workshop
of the year, but need not have attended
previous workshops to attend. Participation is free, but registration is required.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education: http://bit.ly/2io9Jyi. This program is sponsored in part with funds provided by the Arts and Cultural Heritage
Fund through the Minnesota Historical
Society.
The Scott County Historical will be
closed on Saturday, May 27 for Memorial Day weekend.
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 3 p.m., the third Thursday of
each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
All types of handcrafters are welcome.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at SCHS. Fees may be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378, email
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or visit
www.scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. The Scott County Historical Society is located at 235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee.
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Hair today, gone tomorrow

Scott County barbershops and beauty shops in the 1920s-1940s
By Luke Yost, SCHS Volunteer
Hair has a rich history in Scott County, especially the history of barbershops
and beauty shops during the 1920s1940s. This time period captures an
entrepreneurial spirit; the barbershops
and beauty shops that opened in this era
reflected the style and trends of these
two decades. Not only were new barbershops and beauty shops created as
the direct result of trends in hair styling,
grooming, and beautification, they were
also opened based on historical trends.
By the 1920s, barbershops had become quite the business ventures. In
America they were almost as popular as
saloons1. Barbershops often had notorious reputations; men socialized in barbershops and perhaps engaged in a few
wilder activities. Barbershops even had
slot machines in Shakopee in the early
1900s, as a resident Richard Mertz remembered.2. This was the trend across
the country at the time3. Not only could
a guy get his hair cut, he could also
play a few games on the machine. The
barbershop business was proving to be
lucrative. This was probably why Sam
Rukavina, a Yugoslavian immigrant,
opened his barbershop in New Prague.4
He opened it in what was formerly a
furniture store, and presumably because

This ad ran in the Jordan Independent
in early 1938.

Ione Theis and her friend Rosella Ries of Shakopee stood together for a photo
outside of Ione’s Modern Beauty Shop in 1945

An early curling iron

he saw a barbershop -- despite its wild
reputation -- as a profitable business
venture.
By the time the 1930s rolled in,
barbershops were versatile businesses
within Scott County. Nick Zweber,
owner of a barbershop in Prior Lake,
also provided a dry cleaning service
from the same building5. Additionally,
his barbershop was also partially a pool
hall. There, men could get their hair cut,
socialize, and play a few rounds of pool
at this establishment… it was quite the
hangout. Mr. Zweber proved to be a
busy and successful entrepreneur.
In December of 1945, if you were a
gentleman planning to ask a young lady
to a New Year’s Day dance in Jordan at
Mertz Hall, you might have considered
getting your hair cut at Perry’s Barbershop6. Perry’s Barbershop was located
in Shakopee and owned by Wallace Perry. Wallace Perry previously served in
WWII and after his service, decided to
open a barbershop in Shakopee.7 Perry
placed a few ads in the Shakopee Valley
News to get his business up and running.
Perry grew to be a prominent resident of
Shakopee and an active member of First
Presbyterian Church.
Women in the 1930s and ‘40s were
also finding entrepreneurial opportunities as they sought to open beauty shops
in Scott County. Beauty schools started
coming about in the 1930s and ‘40s, and
women were graduating with the ability to use new tools for styling hair for
the first time8. Prior to the 20th century,
most women had been maintaining their
hair at home9. Women’s hairstyles had

StormReady designation
“We accomplished this by offering
weather-related community training, integrating weather messages into our social media accounts, and by having a terrific group of volunteers in SAFCOM.”
SAFCOM is a volunteer group that
assists emergency management with
preparedness activities such as weather
spotting, emergency levee building, and
serving as call takers if our emergency
hotline is activated. SAFCOM is one
of the first volunteer organizations in
Minnesota to do storm spotting for local
emergency management.
“The StormReady designation reaffirms that our emergency preparedness
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staff is taking all the steps required to
help keep our citizens safe from severe
weather events,” said Sheriff Luke Hennen. “We are being proactive in our approach to threats in our area.”
Scott County is the twelfth county
in Minnesota, and the third in the metro
area, to be recognized as a StormReady
community. The StormReady program
was created to recognize communities
that have proven they have the communication and safety tools necessary to
save lives and reduce property loss before, during, and after a severe weather
event.

been getting shorter since WWI ended10.
This was the start of the bob cut. Alternatives to the bob included curling and
waving11. Women began opening and
staffing shops to provide these styles.
Ione Theis was one of these women; she
worked at the Modern Beauty Shop on
1st Avenue in Shakopee. She had graduated from the Brady and Rogers School
of Beauty in Minneapolis in the late
‘30s.12 Customers saw her to get marcelling (a look similar to a finger wave)
or curling done; a hair iron was used to
achieve these styles. The popularity of
the marcel wave increased economic
demand for hair salons like never before13. It also reflected women’s growing independence, both in terms of their
spare time and their place in the workforce, a trend that had been increasing
since WWI14.
Rosella Ries of Shakopee, who operated and managed the Modern Beauty
Shop, remembered that the spiral wave
was also popular at the time15. This was
a variation of hair curling with the iron
that was popular with shorter haircuts.
Customers in Jordan during January
and February of 1938 may have seen the
ads in the Jordan Independent for Florence’s Beauty Shop16. The shop offered
waves and perms at a special discount
(i.e. $2.50 down to $2.00, or $3.50 down
to $3.00) for various waves17. The shop
was run by Florence Lahr of Chaska,
a licensed operator (meaning she had
graduated from beauty school and had
the skills to use tools such as the curling
iron).
By 1940, women’s hairstyles had
been short for almost two decades due to
social and workforce trends. But styles
were changing again, with longer hairstyles coming back into fashion; however, there continued to be a high demand
for beauty shops in the 1940s –and for
women in the workforce.18 Starting a
beauty shop was a prime economic opportunity for women. American norms
shifted to encouraging -- if not demanding -- women to enter the workforce
because they played a role on America’s
victory in World War II19. Entrepreneurial women helped other women enter
the workforce, which in turn helped the
war effort.
The Modern Beauty Shop in Shakopee was no stranger to this idea. Ione
Theis and Rosella Ries of Shakopee
stood together for a photo outside of the
shop, where they both worked, in 1945.
On the window was a Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps poster. It was quite a
popular recruiting poster, including the
tag line, “This is my war too!” It featured a picture of a woman in uniform

standing in front of the American Flag.
The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corp
played an integral role in putting more
than 150,000 women in mainly noncombative roles in the Army during
WWII20. The Modern Beauty Shop was
doing its part to help recruit women for
the WAAC and support women in the
workforce during the war.
Men’s barbershops already had a
long history of business success in Scott
County. However, women beauty shop
owners were creating an entirely new
history during the 1920s-1940s. Beauty
shops were one of the first entrepreneurial opportunities for women. There were
5,000 in operation by the 1920s and
they grew at a rapid rate to 40,000 by
194021. Local beauty shop owners may
not have been nationally famous beauticians like Martha Harper, who opened
her own schools and invented her own
styling method22, but they were indeed
part of beauty shops’ rich and successful
history in America. It is worth remembering both local beauty shop and barbershop owners who played an integral
role in shaping the county and the country when it came to hair.
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Free nitrate testing for well water offered
SWCD tree sale
If you get your drinking water from a private well,
If you have a water
should get it tested for nitrate. Nitrate is a com- treatment unit that repickup April 28, 29 you
mon contaminant found in many wells throughout duces or removes ni-

If you ordered bare-root tree seedlings, native
seed mixes, rain barrels, or tree supplies through
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual tree program, they will be ready soon. If you
didn’t place an order, you can come to the pick-up
days and purchase most varieties of young trees and
shrubs (in bundles of 25 or 10) while supplies last.
Customers may pick up their pre-paid advance
orders and purchase additional items from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Friday, April 28, and from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday, April 29, at the Scott County Fairgrounds (7151
190 St W, Jordan -- Building 18).
In addition to the Scott SWCD tree sale, residents
are invited to bring in well water samples for nitrate
testing during tree pick-up hours. For questions or
more information, please call (952) 492-5425 or
visit www.scottswcdtrees.com.

Free seed available
for wildlife food plots
Every spring, seed for planting wildlife food plots
is available free of charge thanks to the Scott County
Chapter of Pheasants Forever. Pheasants Forever
partners with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) in Jordan, who distributes the seed
to landowners.
Free corn, soybeans, and sorghum
will be available in
May. The goal of food
plots is to establish safe
foraging patterns for
wildlife that minimize
unnecessary
movements and provide a Plant food plots now to
dependable source of provide a source of food
food throughout the for wildlife next winter.
winter.
The seed provided is to be used for wildlife habitat
only, and the food plots are to be left over the 20172018 winter and are not to be harvested until spring of
2018. There is a limit of 45 pounds of seed per person,
which must be picked up in person.
Landowners may sign up any time to be notified
when the seed is available for pickup at the Scott
SWCD office on the Fairgrounds in Jordan. Seed pickup is first-come,first-served. For more information,
call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425.

Native garden kits of live plants are being sold.

SWCD offers live
native prairie plants

Native wildflowers and grasses are a wonderful
way to beautify your landscape while providing excellent habitat for song birds, pollinators, and all sorts of
other wildlife. A prairie garden can be planted right in
your backyard! The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan will be selling native
garden kits of live plants so you can easily plant a native garden.
All of the species in the garden kits are native to
Minnesota, and -- once established -- require no watering, fertilizer, or regular mowing. Each kit includes 36
live plants, with at least six different species to cover
about 150 square feet. There are three different kits to
choose from, including Shady Woodland, Sunny Pollinator, or Wet Raingarden, so there is a kit to match
your needs. Kits will be available for purchase starting
April 17 at scottswcdtrees.com, or by calling the Scott
SWCD office. Customers may pick up their pre-paid
advance orders on Saturday, June 3 at the Scott County
Fairgrounds.
If you have questions about which native garden kit
is the one for you, call the Scott SWCD office at (952)
492-5425.

Minnesota. It can get into your drinking water from trate-nitrogen (such as
runoff from fertilizer use, leaks from septic tanks, ani- a reverse osmosis unit
mal waste, human sewage, and erosion of natural de- or a distiller), feel free
posits, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection to collect a sample beAgency. Shallow or dug wells, wells with damaged fore treatment and afcasings, and wells located in areas with sandy soils are ter treatment to ensure
the most vulnerable to nitrate contamination.
the treatment system is
To get your water tested, bring your water sample working properly. It is
to the free walk-in clinic on Friday, April 28 from 8 not necessary to collect
a.m. to 4 p.m., or on Saturday, April 29 from 8 a.m. a sample from before
to 11 a.m. at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan. and after a water soft- Follow instructions in
This event is sponsored by the Minnesota Department ener, as softeners do not this article to collect well
of Agriculture and Scott Soil and Water Conservation reduce nitrate.
water for a free nitrate
District (SWCD), and is held in conjunction with the
test on April 28 or 29.
Scott SWCD tree pickup and seedling sale. This clinic
Why test for nitrate?
is free and open to the public; no appointments are
High levels of nitrates in drinking water cause senecessary.
rious health risk to infants, most notably “blue baby
syndrome.” Everyone who gets their water from a
How to take your sample
private well is encouraged to have their water tested
To take a sample, run the cold tap faucet for three for nitrate, but it is especially important if someone in
minutes, then collect about one cup of water in a plas- the household is planning on becoming pregnant or if
tic baggie (double bagged) or a clean jar. Keep the wa- infants will be using the water. Even if you have had
ter cool until your arrival at the clinic. You can collect your well water tested in the past, it is recommended
the water anytime within 24 hours of the clinic. Once that you get the water tested every two to three years.
you arrive, submit your sample and you will receive More information can be found at www.health.state.
the results in five to 10 minutes. You may also collect mn.us/divs/eh/wells/waterquality/nitrate.html.
neighbors’ or relatives’ samples and bring them in for
For more information on the walk-in clinic, contact
analysis.
the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425.

Interest grows in planting cover crops

Farmers see benefits of soil retention, nutrients, weed suppression
On March 30, farmers from Scott, Carver, Rice, and
Le Sueur counties gathered in New Prague to attend a
workshop hosted by their local Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the Scott Watershed Management
Organization. What drew these farmers across county lines? Cover crops and soil health. The full-day
workshop included speakers talking about how cover
crops and herbicides interact and findings from cover
crop research, Minnesota farmers speaking about their
experiences with cover crops, and a farmer-led panel
giving participants a chance to ask questions. More
and more farmers are becoming interested in what
cover crops can do for them, and many are beginning
to experiment to see how it can work.
Producers interested in cover crops can come
into the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan for free technical assistance, where
Engineering Technician Todd Kavitz will guide them
in figuring out how to incorporate cover crops into
their farming operation. The SWCD is partnering
with local agencies to help farmers move towards cover crops. The Scott County Watershed Management
Organization and Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed
District both offer financial incentives for planting
cover crops as well as many other conservation practices. The SWCD rents out a Cover Crop Inter-Seeder
so farmers can plant cover crops without the need to
purchase large equipment.

Disaster training
level of training through the program, which provides
online courses as well as instructor-led classes. The
training also includes simulations -- some in the field
and some in the classroom -- for various types of disasters. There’s even information provided for individuals and families to help them prepare for disasters. It
can be accessed at www.fema.gov/plan-prepare.
Each county is required to have an emergency management director and deputy director. In Scott County,
those roles are filled by Sheriff’s Captain and Emergency and Communications Manager Scott Haas and
Deputy Emergency Management Director Ron Holbeck. Alexa Rundquist, a community planner in Scott
County Public Health, also serves as the County’s
Emergency Preparedness and Medical Reserve Corp
Coordinator. In addition, each city is required to have
a designated emergency manager. This could be a city
administrator, police or fire chief, or public works director; all receive emergency management training.
“The premise is that all emergencies start at the local level, and if it exceeds their capacity, then they ask
the county for assistance, and if it exceeds a county’s
capacity, they ask the state, and if even more assistance is needed, they ask the federal government,” said
Haas. The NIMS incident command training often involves emergency responders from a variety of levels
of government, thereby allowing them to get to know
each other and share information and resources.

SWCD rents a cover crop inter-seeder.

As one would surmise, cover crops keep the ground
covered when conventional crops are not in the field.
This helps keep soil in place, adds nutrients to the soil,
and helps with weed suppression. April, May, and
June usually experience high nutrient loss from water runoff, mainly because rain is running across fields
with exposed soil. If a cover crop were in place, it
would help catch the rain and allow it to seep into the
soil rather than running off and causing erosion.
If you are interested in adding cover crops, call the
SWCD at (952) 492-5425. Watch for a Scott SWCD
hosted cover crop field demonstration this spring.
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Since the local governments are expected to first
manage emergencies, Rundquist said it is “very important to continually build partnerships to improve
our preparedness by collaborating with Scott County
departments, law enforcement, first responders, health
care providers, private business, and citizens”
Rundquist ensures that the 282 volunteers in Scott
County’s Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) are prepared
to assist with public health emergencies. Some of the
MRC members are health professionals, but others
are non-health professionals who have volunteered
through Scott County’s Volunteer Office. Even if
there are no emergencies, some of the volunteers assist with immunization and mobile health clinics and
provide general office support, said Rundquist. Some
are trained for disease investigations, and the Scott
County Home and Community Care nursing staff is
also trained through NIMS.
Resources needed in case of a disaster are also coordinated through NIMS. “We have some supplies on
hand, but we don’t stockpile because metro area partnerships would provide supplies as they are needed for
emergencies,” said Haas.
The Scott County Emergency Manager said he
meets with different agencies every week to plan for
emergencies. “We never know what could happen, but
with our planning and training, we try to be as well
prepared as possible for anything that might arise.”

