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SmartLink has begun a new collaborative effort to improve mobility options for Scott and Carver
County residents. It’s a combined
effort among the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT),
Metropolitan Council, Minnesota
Department of Human Services
(DHS), Scott County, and Carver
County. The primary goal is to find
trip solutions for citizens in both
counties that could not be found in
the fixed route bus system or the
Dial-A-Ride bus system, called a
“denied trip.”
We live in one of the most mobile societies in the world. Imagine,
if you will, the loss of that mobility. Now your independence, and
perhaps even your ability to stay in
your home, can be jeopardized because you have to rely on others or
public transit to get around.
One of the ways SmartLink can
find solutions to these “denied trips”
is by the use of a volunteer driver
network. This network of drivers is
found throughout the two counties.
Volunteer drivers can be part of the
continued independence picture.
Jerry Hennen of Shakopee serves
as a volunteer driver, picking up
people from their homes or appointments. “People often share their stories with me, and each one is unique.
I really enjoy it” said Hennen. He
said he continues his volunteer service, “because I never know if next
year I will be the person sitting at

Jerry Hennen of Shakopee says he continues to serve as a volunteer
driver, “because I never know if next year I will be the person sitting at the
window waiting for a ride.”

the window waiting for a ride.”
SmartLink works to provide flexible schedules for volunteers because they may only want to drive
a day a week, or maybe a few hours
in a day. Volunteers can pick the
dates and times they are available,
and SmartLink works to match the
need of the citizen to the volunteer’s
availability. Helping someone get to
essential appointments or do simple

errands can be very rewarding. Please
consider joining the SmartLink volunteer driver network.
A volunteer that recently retired
and moved to Florida was a prime example of the kind of services that are
provided by volunteer drivers. Doug,
the retired volunteer, learned about
the many areas and beautiful scenery
found in Scott, Carver, and surroundVOLUNTEER DRIVERS to page 5

County has top health outcomes,
but STIs on the rise among youth

According to an analysis of the
nation’s health, Scott County is the
third-healthiest county in Minnesota. The annual County Health Rankings measure vital health factors,
including high school graduation
rates, obesity, smoking, unemployment, access to healthy foods, the
quality of air and water, and income
in nearly every county in the US.
The Rankings provide a revealing
snapshot of how health is influenced
by where we live, learn, work, and
play, providing a starting point for
change in communities.
Health factors in the Rankings
represent what influences the health
of a county. Four types of health factors are measured: health behaviors,
clinical care, social and economic,
and physical environment factors.
Scott County ranked second best for
social and economic factors with a
low rate of unemployment (3.5%)
and a high rate of high school graduates (86%). However, while the
County has a lower rate of children
living in poverty than other Minnesota counties, this number has been
gradually increasing over time.
In the area of health behaviors,

HEALTH OUTCOMES to page 5

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Volunteers can have huge impact
on individuals, communities

After a great many years of service, Scott County’s Volunteer Coordinator, Jane
Wiley, announced that she is retiring. While this is another in what is sure to be a
large number of retirements to come in the next few years, it started me thinking
about how much value volunteers bring to the County and our communities. Albert
Einstein once said, “Not everything that counts can be counted. And not everything
that can be counted, counts.” And while we regularly do our best to count the
dollar value of the hours volunteers give to the County, it is nearly impossible to
count the true value volunteers bring to our community. Volunteering is not about
money; the real value is deeper and much more fulfilling.
The true value of volunteering is more than money can ever measure. It is about
the contribution volunteers make to a safe, healthy, and vibrant community. As
many of us have experienced, volunteers deliver critical services: From protecting
us as a volunteer firefighter to assisting at the domestic violence or sexual violence
centers; from working in the food shelves to mentoring youth or delivering meals
to homebound seniors, volunteers make a huge difference in the daily lives of many
within our community.
But volunteers can often have a truly profound impact on the lives of a single
individual.
Many years ago, a close friend of mine (we’ll call him Pete), who often volunteers, agreed to be a volunteer mentor for a teenage boy. When the two first met,
the boy was 13 years old and had just entered a juvenile facility. He and his siblings
had suffered significant neglect and abuse from their mother, and the older siblings
had already dropped out of school and were well on their way to lives centered on
drugs, criminal activity, and a never-ending cycle of incarceration. Pete took on the
simple role of mentor, friend, and positive male role model in the boy’s life. Over
the next six years, Pete spent time teaching this boy how to communicate, how
to interact socially, and convincing him that he had a bright future – if he wanted
it. He helped him to understand and see the positive side of life, and to stand up
for himself. Today, that boy is a well-educated young man in his twenties who is
building a positive career and life. Pete’s volunteer efforts clearly had a profound
impact upon this young man’s life. However, Pete would say that the boy also had
a significant impact upon his life as well.
Volunteering can and often is as significant to the volunteer’s life as it can be
on the organization or the individuals who are being served. People volunteer for
a very wide variety of reasons. Some volunteers hope to gain experience, acquire
new skills, or develop a network of contacts that may help them start a career.
Others volunteer to meet new people and build their social circle. And many just
want to give back to their community, to help someone, or to promote a worthy
community activity or organization. However, every volunteer I have ever known
would admit that they gain from the experience as much as they give – even those
that simply say it makes them feel good.
So how should we measure the value of volunteering? One way would be to
imagine a world in which there are no volunteers. What would our communities
be like if no one volunteered in the parks, the libraries, or our places of worship?
What needs within our communities would go unmet? How would our local governments need to change if no one was willing to serve on planning commissions,
economic development agencies, watershed boards, Extension or 4-H committees,
or the multitude of other civic boards or organizations? The thought to me is unimaginable, not only in what it would cost to replace volunteers with paid staff,
but in the way in which it would change our culture and society. Whether actively
giving their time through a formal organization or providing needed care or assistance for family, friends, or a neighbor in need, volunteers are critical to the fabric
of society.
My guess is that we all cross paths with a volunteer (or two) once, if not several,
times a day. And I encourage everyone to thank the volunteers they know or see
for their invaluable services to our communities, not just during National Volunteer
Recognition Month (April), but every opportunity we get.

HHW facility expansion may
require short-term closures

Plans are continuing to move forward for a much-needed expansion of
the Scott County Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Facility later this year.
The HHW program has seen increasing
levels of participation each year since its
inception back in 1992. These proposed
changes will allow the HHW Facility
to serve Scott County residents better,
in a safer and more efficient manner.
Unfortunately, portions of these expansion projects may result in temporary
closures of the HHW Facility for short
periods of time over the next several
months.
During 2016, it might be good to
verify that we are open before you drive
to our site. Please visit www.scottcountymn.gov/HHW for the latest HHW Facility construction schedules.

The Scott County HHW program
also serves local businesses through our
Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG)
program. For example, on the first Tuesday of most months we collect fluorescent bulbs from local small businesses
for recycling, along with used electronics, appliances, latex paint, and batteries. Please note that the July Business
Bulb Collection event will not be held
this summer due to the Independence
Day Holiday.
The Scott County HHW and VSQG
program would like to thank you for
your patience this summer and fall, as
we work diligently to serve you and
your family or business better. Be sure
to visit our web site at www.scottcountymn.gov/HHW for the latest scheduling and program information.

April 19
April 26

County Board meetings through June 2016
-County Board meeting
-no meeting

May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 30

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board Workshop

June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated otherwise above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board
agendas, and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.
scottcountymn.gov; click on “Your County Government,” then “Boards, Commissions, and Committees.”
Human Services Resource Council (2 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of two
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are three vacancies on
the council for Commissioner District 3, which is served by Commissioner Michael Beard
and includes precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B in the City of Shakopee. Members serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates
in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation
of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the
annual budget of Health and Human Services; develops and recommends human services
programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews,
and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human
Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers
of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets
quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Lower Minnesota Rivers Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy). If you
are interested in water resources, preserving the environment, and protecting the Minnesota
River and its unique natural resources, then you may be interested in becoming a Watershed
District Manager. The Lower Minnesota River Watershed District is looking for an individual
to represent Scott County on its Board of Managers. Managing resources on a watershed
scale is a challenge: watersheds cover large areas, and have many different stakeholders.
A watershed district manager presides over the business of the district as it relates to
finances, conservation of natural resources, regulation of land-disturbing activities, flood
control, and the protection and improvement of water resources. Additionally, the Lower
Minnesota River Watershed District business includes managing material dredged from the
Minnesota River to improve recreational and commercial navigation. If you’re interested
in applying, you must be a resident of the District, have a desire to serve, a keen interest in
the preservation of water resources (with particular emphasis on maintaining water quality
standards), and an interest in helping solve water problems from both a social and a policy
standpoint. The District includes portions of the cities Savage and Shakopee, and Jackson
and Louisville townships in Scott County. Because of the nature of the Board, it is helpful to
have members who have a background in water conservation, farming, development, law,
engineering, environment, administration, et cetera. Managers attend regularly scheduled
meetings of the District board and other meetings related to the District’s business, and
members of the Board are expected to be able to spend approximately 12 or more hours each
month on Watershed District work. More information regarding the Lower Minnesota River
Watershed District is available at www.watersheddistrict.org.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Credit River Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). The Solid Waste Advisory Committee
(SWAC) consists of two Scott County citizens, up to four representatives from local waste
haulers, and one delegate from each city governmental unit in Scott County. Committee
members serve a term of three years. SWAC has been instrumental in establishing the most
cost effective solid waste management program in our region. Tasks for this committee can
include updating the County’s Solid Waste Master Plan, reviewing how solid waste funds
received from the state are spent for public education, and overseeing other solid waste
programs administered by the Environmental Health Department.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Fairgrounds host events all year long
The Scott County Fair in Jordan is
known far and wide as the “Five Best
Days of Summer.” But what happens
the other 360 days of the year -- when
the 4-H members take their prized animals home, when the carnival caravan
leaves town, and the exhibit halls are
empty once again?
Well, you need to see the pre- and
post-fair calendar to see the flurry of activity during every season of the year!
Brides and grooms exchanging wedding
vows in the gazebo, nationally recognized truck and tractor pulls, national
dog shows, fund-raising events, motocross racing, and more!
Tractors will be pulling in…
In fact, in 2016, for the first time in
years, the National Tractor Pullers Association (NTPA) will kick off the Scott
County Fair! On
Wednesday, July
27, the oldest and
most respected
truck and tractor
pulling sanctioning organization
will be here!
Whether you are
an Allis Chalmers, International Harvester, John Deere, or Minneapolis Moline fan, this will be the place to be. Or
if you know nothing about tractor pulls
and want to experience one, this would
be a great time to do so.
It’s a whole new experience with
its own phrases like bite, boost, turbos,
cams, carbs, cleats, drawbars, semis,
headers, drop the hammer, and others!
Classes of competition include Modified, Super Stock (Open or Diesel), Two
Wheel Drive, Truck, Mini Modified,
Semi, Pro Stock primarily. The following classes will be held at this year’s
Fair:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Four Wheel Drive
Super Farm Tractors
Super Stock FWD
State PS Semi/Super Semis
Pro Farm Tractors
Limited Pro Stock Tractors

Managed by World Pulling International and headquartered in Ohio,
the event will feature professional pit
crews and drivers. Check our website at scottcountyfair.com for more
information.

Who let the dogs out? Lake
Minnetonka Kennel Club Dog
Show!

For a number of years, the Lake Minnetonka Kennel Club Dog show and
Obedience Trials have been held in June
at the Scott County Fairgrounds. Conformation judging is held outdoors, with
the exception of Toy and other small
breeds that will be judged inside. It’s
a “don’t-want-to-miss event” for every
dog lover, with supporting events on
Friday followed by two days of judging
on June 11 and 12. This year, Obedience Trials will be held only on Saturday with morning and afternoon trials.
There is no admission fee and a nominal fee for parking. Many dog owners
camp right on the fairgrounds. Come
meet the breeds -- including German
Shorthaired Pointers, Golden Retrievers, Basset Hounds, Boxers, St. Bernards, Old English Sheepdogs, and a
variety of Toy breeds -- in the Education
tent. Events will include weight-pulling
demonstrations. Over 800 dogs will be
on show and a timetable showing when
the breeds will be judged will be on
our Scott County Fairgrounds website
at www.scottcountyfair.org about one
week before the show.

Over 800 dogs are expected for the Minnetonka Kennel Club Dog Show which
will be held June 10-12 at the Scott County Fairgrounds.

Muckfest MS Twin Cities will be held at the Scott County Fairgrounds August
20. The fairgrounds will be transformed to include a muddy 5K course with
super-sized obstacles.

MuckFest MS
We’re excited to announce that MuckFest® MS is coming to Scott County!
MuckFest MS Twin Cities, happening
on Saturday, August 20, is the fun mud
run with the best obstacles around! No
special training or equipment required:
Just bring a pair of sneakers and your
sense of humor.
The 72-acre fairgrounds will be transformed into the greatest mud show and
obstacle course spectacular ever seen!
Participants run on the well-designed
5K course, featuring super-sized obstacles (and mud!) from start to finish. This
event is built for laughs, but it’s also a
serious mission to support people living
with multiple sclerosis and to bring us
closer to a world free of MS. And 100
percent of fundraising dollars support
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s mission to stop MS in its tracks,
restore what has been lost, and end MS
forever.
After getting dirty on the course, runners (called “muckers”) go to the Scrub
Your Muck clean-up station and then
head over to the Muck Festival area to
down a beer (or soda) or two, grab some
grub and decide, once and for all, who
had the most epic spill of the day. Children get to join in the fun with a mucky,
pint-sized play lot just for kids called
the Lil’ Muckers. Registration is already
open at www.MuckFestMS.com.
Marriages and more!
So many couples have exchanged
vows under open skies at the Scott
County Fairgrounds. The setting includes a water fountain courtyard and
gazebo for an intimate, natural setting.
You can hire your own caterer, and the
Fair offers large gathering buildings for
post-wedding receptions and dances.
But the fairgrounds are also a great option for anniversary celebrations, company parties, family gatherings, or class
reunions! Call the Fair Manager at (952)

Anti-drug task force renamed “Choose Not to Use”
To build on the mission of the Scott
County Meth Task Force and expand
its message to include all dangerous
substances, the 10-year-old partnership
has changed its name to ChooseNotToUse. Focusing on identifying, educating, preventing, and controlling the
use and impact of dangerous substances
in our community, ChooseNotToUse
works primarily with youth. “We want
Scott County to continue to be a livable,
healthy, and safe community, and that
means we are committed to reducing
the financial and health impact on users,
law enforcement, schools, government
agencies, and families,” said Commissioner Barbara Marschall.

“As Scott
County Attorney, I see
firsthand the
effects that illegal drug use
has on law
enforcement,
government
agencies, our
communities and our citizens,” said
County Attorney Ron Hocevar. “It is the
goal of ChooseNotToUse to educate and
inform our youth about the dangers of
illegal drug use and the negative impact
it has on those that use. We all make
choices in life, and our hope is that you

will choose not to use.”
The new website is Choosenottouse.
org. ChooseNotToUse is funded solely
through donations and by its only fundraiser -- Tee It Up for the Task Force
-- which will be held on Sept 9 at Stonebrooke Golf Course in Shakopee. If you
would like to donate or receive further
information about our fundraiser, please
contact Kathy Welter at (952) 239-6885
or via e-mail at kwelter@co.scott.mn.us.
The ChooseNotToUse partnership
is co-chaired by Hocevar; Marschall;
Kevin Studnicka, Scott County Sheriff;
and Kathy Welter, Crime and Drug Prevention Coordinator.

492-5440 to discuss the infinite possibilities. Rental of the Fair’s Carousel and
the Ferris Wheel may also be available.
Arts galore!
During the Fair, the best exhibitors
participate! Make sure to browse the
premium book and find categories you
can enter. Entry fees are only a quarter,
and you can win ribbons and money
(sweepstakes classes pay even more)!
Participating gives you a feeling of accomplishment and sense of community.
Please join us for a fun and friendly time
in the Creative Arts Building. We will
have several educational demonstrations daily. The deadline for entries is
July 15. If you don’t have a computer
or computer access, call the Fair Office at (952) 492-2436 to sign up or find
out more. This year, the Fair is holding
a new photo contest featuring “Farm
Equipment” photos.

Numerous weddings have been
held at the fairgrounds, and more
reservations are available.

Election filing
opens May 17
Filings will be open from May
17-31 with the County Auditor for
state and county offices to be elected
at the State General Election this
fall. Legislative candidates who reside in the County and all candidates
for Scott County positions can file at
the Customer Service counter in the
Scott County Government Center
during regular business hours.
All legislative seats are up for
election this fall, as well as the Scott
County Commissioner seats in Districts 1, 2, and 4. Filing fees apply.
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Environmental SCENE
By Paul Nelson
Environmental Health Manager

There’s hope for improved water quality

The Governor has embraced water quality issues and, in late February, he hosted
a Water Quality Summit. About 800 people from across the state attended, including me. While I attended, I had little hope that it would be productive.
I am passionate about water quality. I’ve worked for 20 years on large and small
water resource projects across the country, and some international, before joining
Scott County 10 years ago. This experience gave me a preconceived bias that a
six-hour event with 800 people would not provide much clarity on how to handle
our water quality problems.
Part of my pessimism is because I know that everybody views the world differently, and with respect to water quality, there has been a lot of blaming going
on. People have taken sides and positions. Once this happens, it’s very difficult to
affect change. People tend to dig into their position; they view information not in
line with their position, or from the “other side,” critically. At the same time, they
accept information that supports their position uncritically.
I attribute much of this divide to the placing of blame, but also to different
perspectives of the current condition. Those who believe that water quality is in a
serious state of decline tend to feel that not enough is being done, and we need an
extremely aggressive approach including more regulation. Another group believes
that there are many problems, but conditions are getting better, and we just need to
continue doing good things. Of course, there are other perspectives including that
water quality problems are not that significant.
So what’s the truth? I’d say it’s a mixed bag with some conditions improving, some stable, and some deteriorating. There is a lot of evidence that points
towards improvement. Monitoring data assessed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency show that trends in streams for many parameters are improving. The
exceptions are nitrates and chlorides. Lakes are also generally improving, with
over 80 percent of those assessed improving or stable. However, the scale of the
problem is enormous, with some parts of the state having only two percent of water bodies meeting state standards. There are also quite a few unknowns associated with micro-pollutants. Micro-pollutants are chemicals, like pharmaceuticals,
that may have a negative impact at very low concentrations. Add to this mix the
increasing number of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) infestations – for example,
zebra mussels.
So what’s the solution? The summit I attended didn’t find one, nor did I expect
one, because there isn’t a single easy solution. Water quality issues are complex,
involving physical geography, hydrologic systems, and human social systems.
What I do know is that there have been a number of notable successes and, where
we have had success, it is because we have taken intentional action. Issues with
nitrates, chlorides, and micro-pollutants are rather new. It will take time to develop
approaches addressing them and additional time to implement enough measures to
reverse the trends, but given past successes, I am hopeful.
(See story at right about water quality improvement on O’Dowd Lake.)

What goes on your lawn,
ends up in lakes, rivers
It’s a common urge in Minnesota – as
soon as the weather warms up, we all
want to get out into the yard and start
working on
something.
After
all,
the
season
is short and
we all want
to make the
most of it! As
you head out
with shovel and rake in hand, remember
that how we care for our yards affects
the health of our rivers, lakes, and wetlands. Follow these yard care tips for
cleaner water:
•

•

Keep soil in place! Bare soil from
your lawn can easily wash away
with rain and fill in wetlands,
rivers and lake bottoms. In
addition to destroying wildlife
habitat, dirt carries phosphorus,
the pollutant that turns lakes green
with algae. Cover bare areas of
your lawn with grass seed or other
perennial vegetation.
Rake up and sweep up! Sweep up
leftover sand and salt from winter
applications and save to reuse
next winter. Grass clippings, tree
seeds, and leaves are also sources
of phosphorus – keep them out of
the curb and gutter in the street.
After mowing, sweep sidewalks,
driveways, and streets clean of

•

•

•

grass clippings.
Pick up after your pets! In
addition to containing phosphorus,
pet waste contains bacteria which
can lead to beach closings. Collect
pet waste in plastic bags and place
in the trash or flush down the
toilet. Never use storm drains or
compost bins to dispose pet waste!
Soak up the rain! Natural
landscapes soak up rain like a
sponge. When possible, direct your
downspouts onto your lawn and
landscape so the rain water can
soak in. If you are adventurous,
you can create a raingarden, a
landscape bed with a shallow
depression designed to capture and
soak up rain water.
Follow the law! Minnesota’s lawn
phosphorus fertilizer law requires
the use of phosphorus-free lawn
fertilizer on existing, established
lawns. Get a soil test before you
apply lawn fertilizer this year
to see if any fertilizer is needed.
More information can be found at
www.mda.state.mn.us/phoslaw.

Everything we do on our lawns,
driveways, and yards eventually ends
up in our rivers, lakes and wetlands.
Everyday decisions do matter. For more
information, call the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District in Jordan
at (952) 492-5425 or visit www.scottswcd.org.

The clarity of the water in O’Dowd Lake has improved since 2007. The
improvement was likely caused by several factors, including a decrease in
the lake’s phosphorus level.

O’Dowd Lake water
quality improves
Here is some good news: We can definitively say that Lake O’Dowd is getting cleaner! O’Dowd Lake is located in
Louisville Township and the southwest
portions of the City of Shakopee. As
shown in the graph above, the clarity
of water in the lake has improved since
about 2007. This reflects a reduction in
the nutrient phosphorus.
Phosphorus promotes the growth of
microscopic algae. Excessive amount
of algae can turn water green and scummy, limiting clarity – and creating a
yuck factor for swimming. It can also
impact a lake’s ecological health. As
for O’Dowd Lake, all three indicators
-- water clarity, phosphorus concentrations, and algae -- are improving, and
the lake now meets state and federal water quality standards. This means that
the lake will be removed from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s impaired waters list.
There is no single reason for the improvement. It is likely the improving
condition is caused by a combination of:
1. Most of the land draining to the
lake converting from agriculture to
large lot rural residential over the
last 40 or so years. Large lot rural
residential as a land use is friendly
to water quality if it is vegetated.
Row crop agriculture does not
have vegetation protecting the

soils for much of the year. Large
lot development also has less
rooftop and pavement per unit
area compared to denser urban
land uses. This allows most
precipitation to soak into the soil
rather than collect and run off into
surface waters.
2. Around 10 years ago, fertilizers
with phosphorus were banned
for use in the metropolitan area,
resulting in reduced application of
phosphorus.
3. The O’Dowd Chain of Lakes
Association started treating
curlyleaf pondweed in the lake.
Curlyleaf pondweed is an aquatic
weed that is not native, and can
have negative water quality
impacts.

According to Jay Larson, President
of the O’Dowd Chain of Lakes Association, “…this is great to hear. People
around the lake have noticed a change
the past years and were commenting
and wondering.”
If you would like to learn more
about O’Dowd Lake and its improving
water quality, you can visit the Scott
Watershed Management Organization
webpage on the Scott County website at www.scottcountymn.gov/1162/
Watershed-Management.

Create a honey bee haven
with flowering plants

Eating bee-pollinated fruits and vegetables keeps us healthy. Yet bees themselves are not as healthy as they used to
be. In fact, populations are in decline in
Minnesota and nationally. Fortunately,
there are steps you can take to help bee
populations: Plant bee-friendly plants
and reduce pesticide use.
University of Minnesota Extension has maintained an internationally
recognized honey bee program since
1918. Marla Spivak, professor and Extension entomologist, recommends two
steps for better bee health this growing
season:
Plant bee-friendly ﬂowering plants.
Bees need flowering plants for nutrition.
Bee balm, anise hyssop, lupine, asters,
Autumn Joy sedum, sunflowers, and
herbs like thyme and oregano are a few
good choices. Plant flowers in yards, in
public spaces, and on farms as borders
and hedgerows. Farmers contribute to
bee nutrition with alfalfa, clover, and
other flowering forages and cover crops.
Reduce pesticide use. Select healthy,
natural plants and keep them free of pes-

Honey bees will sip nector from
flowering plants and carry it back to
their hives to make honey.

ticides. Avoid buying plants treated with
neonicotinoid and other systemic insecticides, which remain present in the
leaves, pollen, and nectar of the plant.
Many plant pests cause only temporary,
aesthetic problems that can be managed
or tolerated. If you do use pesticides,
read the label and follow directions.
For more information contact Abby
Neu, Extension Educator, at (952)
492-5386.
Source: Marla Spivak, Extension
Entomologist

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountygov.mn,gov
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Free nitrate water testing clinic is April 29
If you get your drinking water from
a private well, you can – and probably
should -- get it tested for nitrate. Nitrate
is a common contaminant found in many
wells throughout Minnesota. It gets into
your drinking water from runoff from
fertilizer use, leaks from septic tanks,
animal waste, human sewage, and erosion of natural deposits, according to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Shallow or dug wells, wells with damaged casings, and wells located in areas
with sandy soils are the most vulnerable
to nitrate contamination.
To participate, bring your water sample to the walk-in clinic planned from
noon to 4 p.m. Friday, April 29, only
at the Scott County Fairgrounds in
Jordan. Sponsored by the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture and Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD), this clinic is free and open
to the general public; no appointments
are necessary. This event will be held in
conjunction with the Scott SWCD tree
pickup and extra seedling sale.
How to take your sample…
To take a sample, you should run the
cold tap faucet for three minutes, collecting about one cup of water in a plastic baggie (double bagged) or a clean
jar. Keep the water cool until arrival
at the clinic. You can collect the water
anytime within one day of the clinic.

If you plan to go to
the clinic after work,
you can collect the
sample in the morning and keep it cool
until the clinic starts.
Once you’ve arrived
at the clinic, you can
submit your sample.
The wait time is genBring well
water samples erally five to 10 minin a clean jar or utes, and you will
receive the results
plastic bag.
on the spot. You may
also collect neighbors’ or relatives’ samples and bring them in for analysis.
If you have a water treatment unit
that reduces or removes nitrate-nitrogen
such as a reverse osmosis unit or a distiller, feel free to collect a sample before
treatment and after treatment to ensure
the treatment system is working properly. It isn’t necessary to collect a sample
from before and after a water softener.
(A softener doesn’t reduce nitrate, and
the nitrate result will be the same before
and after treatment.)
How often should you test?
Tom Bolas, who oversees the nitrate
testing clinics and works in MDA’s Pesticide & Fertilizer Management Division, encourages testing of all wells on
your property on a regular basis (house,
barn, irrigation, et cetera). According to

Health outcomes
Scott County ranked fourth out of the 87
counties. One area that has improved
has been adult obesity. As of 2012, our
rate was 25%, which represents a gradual decline since 2008. In this area, Scott
County is one of the top U.S. performers. Ninety-five percent of respondents
reported access to exercise opportunities, including parks or recreational facilities; however, 17% of adults ages 20
and over reported no physical activity.
Increased physical activity helps prevent risks of type 2 diabetes, cancer,
stroke, hypertension, cardiovascular
disease, and early death.
According to Lisa Brodsky, Scott
County Public Health Director, “Our
high ranking reflects the priority this
County has placed on influencing the
factors that affect residents’ health, and
it also shows how important it will be
for us to sustain those programs if we
want to stay healthy. Even though we
ranked among the best in the state for
some factors [e.g., lowest rates of obesity], these rates are far from ideal and
do not meet the goals we have set for
our County.”
Scott County’s Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) is working
to help residents meet these goals by
partnering with communities, schools,
works sites, and health care to make the
healthy choice, the easy choice. SHIP
works in a variety of strategies across
the community, including healthy eating, active living, work site wellness,
and advancing community and clinical
linkages to promote healthy behaviors.
In the coming years, SHIP will work
alongside County leaders and residents
to solicit input to help inform 2040

ing areas as part of his driving experience. Doug liked the fact that he could
choose his hours and days to volunteer,
and even where and how far he would
drive. Doug also had a co-pilot that accompanied him on most of his trips -Chloe, a small dog that kept him and
the passengers company (but only if
they did not mind the puppy!). Doug
reported that his passengers ranged in
age from 10 to 93, “and I enjoyed every
minute of helping out, as I would not

SWCD tree sale,
order pickup is
April 29, 30 at
Fairgrounds
Customers who ordered bare-root
seedlings, native seed mixes, rain barrels, or tree supplies through the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual tree program may pick
up their pre-paid advance orders and
purchase additional items from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Friday, April 29, and from 8
to 11 a.m. Saturday, April 30, at the
Scott County Fairgrounds (7151 190
St W, Jordan, Building 18). Most varieties of young trees and shrubs (in
bundles of 10 or 25) will also be sold
during both days while supplies last.
In addition to the Scott SWCD tree
sale, residents are invited to bring in
well water samples for nitrate testing
from noon to 4 p.m. Friday, April 29,
only.
Native Prairie Garden Kits have
separate pickup dates -- noon to 4
p.m. Friday, June 3, and 8 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June 4.
For more information, call (952)
492-5425 or visit the Scott SWCD
website at www.scottswcd.org.

From page 1

Comprehensive Plan updates and ensure
safe, healthy, and livable communities.
The Rankings help identify factors
that are making our residents unhealthy
and understand how we compare to other
counties in the state. Scott County Public Health has a long history of assessing
the health needs in the community and
using the results to address community
needs. These assessments and priorities
are used in conjunction with the Rankings to spur important community-wide
conversations. With this knowledge, we
can take steps to improve the health of
our residents. To view the full report
on 2016 County Health Rankings see
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org.

Hidden Sexually Transmitted
Infections Epidemic

While Scott County is one of the
healthiest counties in the state, we have
some areas in which we can improve.
One particular area is sexually transmitted infections (STIs). In 2008, during
community forums facilitated by Scott
County Public Health, STIs ranked
fourth highest in the top ten community health issues that needed to be addressed. Since then, our rates have gotten even worse. Much worse!
Of all diseases reported in Scott
County, STIs (HIV, syphilis, chlamydia,
and gonorrhea) are by far the largest,
making up more than half of all reports
(357/610). Chlamydia is the most common bacterial STI and is one of the major causes of tubal infertility, ectopic
pregnancy, pelvic inflammatory disease,
and chronic pelvic pain. STIs are associated with a significantly increased risk
of morbidity and mortality, including

Volunteer drivers

him, it’s a good idea to have a routine
nitrate test every two or three years,
more frequently if nitrate has been detected in previous sampling. State regulations require well contractors to have
a water sample tested for bacteria and
nitrate when they construct a new well.
After that, owners of private wells must
arrange for their own water testing.
You should also have your water
tested for nitrate if you are a woman
planning on becoming pregnant or if infants will be using the water. More specific information can be found at http://
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/
waterquality/nitrate.html#Howoften.
In 2012, almost 2,100 water samples
were analyzed during nitrate testing
clinics in 41 counties across Minnesota. In Scott County, of the 201 samples
were taken, 3.98 percent were greater
than 10 mg/L, which is over the level
considered toxic for infants and young
children. Infants under six months who
drink water containing nitrate above
maximum contaminant levels could
become seriously ill and, if untreated,
may die. Symptoms include shortness
of breath and blue baby syndrome.
For more information, contact Diane
Hrabe, Scott SWCD, at (952) 492-5425,
or Melissa Bokman, Scott County Natural Resources, at (952) 496-8887.

From page 1

call it work… but instead an adventure.”
SmartLink is looking for new volunteers from every community in Scott
and Carver Counties. Remember, you
will be reimbursed your mileage at the
current IRS rate of $.54 per mile. This
rate is not taxable, and SmartLink reimburses you monthly.
To become a volunteer driver, contact SmartLink at (952) 496-8341 and
press 2 to talk to SmartLink mobility
management staff.

Scott County STIs
by the numbers
Scott County saw a
increase in
gonorrhea between 2013
and 2014, compared to the
state increase of 5.5 %

68%

70%

of
Nearly
chlamydia cases are
individuals
ages 13-24

60%

of
Nearly
reportable diseases in
Scott County are sexually
transmitted infections
Direct medical costs to
manage STIs in the U.S. in
2008 was nearly

$16 billion

increased risk of cervical cancer, infertility, and premature death. They also
have a high economic burden on society.
Both gonorrhea and chlamydia are
on the rise in Scott County. While the
rate of gonorrhea is lower than the state
rate, Scott County saw a 68% increase in

this rate between 2013 and 2014, compared to the state increase of 5.5%. Of
these cases, 38% were among individuals ages 17-24, and 19% of cases were
among 25-29-year olds. Gonorrhea is
disproportionally affecting the county’s
diverse community: of the cases, 64%
were Caucasian while 9.5% of cases
were among American Indians and 9.5%
of cases were among Asian-Americans.
Chlamydia trends in Scott County
are also alarming. The occurrence of
cases of chlamydia has increased by
9.6% compared to the state increase of
6.2%. Nearly 75% of cases are individuals under 30, of which 69% are ages
13-24. Data indicate that the number of
youth reporting they are sexually active
dramatically increased between 2010
and 2013. More boys and girls reported that they did not use a condom the
last time they had sex, putting them at
a greater risk for contracting a STI that
could contribute to long-term health
consequences if not treated.
Best practices indicate that comprehensive sex education that includes information about protection against STIs
in schools and the community works to
address these issues. Coupled with public health messages and resources for
parents, it would go a long way to curb
the epidemic. According to Brodsky,
“Youth need to hear prevention messages from multiple sources. It is not just
a parent issue. Parents, teachers and
community leaders need to work together to develop sex education programs
that can be effective in protecting kids
from the harm of risky sex behavior.”

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.
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Master Gardeners plan
summer programs, tours
The Carver-Scott Master Gardeners have planned a variety of summer
events for those interested in learning
more about growing, harvesting and
preserving their own food.
Summer Garden Festival
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Tuesday, June 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Rain or shine
Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens (7151 West 190th St., Jordan)
Free to the public!
Presentations include mushroom
foraging, food preservation, and getting
in shape to garden. Tours will be given
of the 2016 gardens. Bring a lawn
chair!
For more information:
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
(952) 466-5300

Garden Tour
Hosted by the Carver-Scott Extension
Master Gardeners
Saturday July 16, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Six homes in Carver and Hennepin
counties (mainly Minnetonka and
Chanhassen)
Tickets: $12 until July 15th, $15 the
day of the tour.
Tickets available online at www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org or at
the Extension Offices in Cologne or
Jordan.

This is a drive yourself tour hosted
by the Carver-Scott Extension Master
Gardeners. Start the tour at any of the
six garden sites and drive to as many as
you wish. Your ticket provides admission to the first garden. There you will
receive a band that provides entrance
into the remaining gardens. There are
learning topics at each of the six sites,
with Extension Master Gardeners present to answer questions.
For more information:
www.carverscottmastergrdeners.org
Scott County Extension office:
(952) 492-5410
Carver County Extension office:
(952) 466-5300
Email address:
carverscottmg@gmail.com

Learn how to start a home vineyard
during an Evenings in the Garden
class.

Evenings in the Garden
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Every second and fourth Tuesday in
June, July, and August from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m.
Scott County Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens (7151 West 190th St., Jordan)
Rain or shine!
Presentations include vegetable
gardening, garden art, plant
diagnostics, starting a home vineyard,
and soil preparation. Bring a lawn
chair!
Free to the public!
For more information:
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
(952) 466-5300

8th Annual Plant Sale
Presented by the Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners
Saturday, Aug. 27 th; 9 a.m. to noon
Chaska Commons, Cub Foods parking
lot (200 Pioneer Trail, Chaska)
Hardy perennials, shrubs, rhizomes,
houseplants, garden art, and
more. Many grown by Master
Gardeners. Very reasonably priced!
For more information:
www.carverscottmastergardeners.org
(952) 466-5300

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky

Public Health Director

“Savor the flavor of eating right”

March was National Nutrition Month and the theme for 2016 was “Savor the
Flavor of Eating Right.” But what does it mean to eat right? An assortment of
food labels claim things such as “organic,” “free range,” and “local” and inform us
about how our food is produced, processed, and distributed. Another set of labels
encourage us to choose “heart healthy” or low fat options. Until recently, the link
between public health and food systems had not been a primary focus. But growing
awareness around topics such as antibiotic resistance and loss of nutrients during
heavy food processing have prompted greater attention. Improving our food systems, from farm to fork, can help support good health and nutrition.
Low fruit and vegetable consumption is associated with higher rates of coronary heart disease, some cancers, and diabetes. Eating more healthy foods, moving
more, and getting outside have all been associated with improved health and happiness. As part of the Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP), Scott County
Public Health works with schools, community organizations, worksites, and health
care organizations to improve health of all residents through healthy eating and
active living.
SHIP works within the diverse communities in the county to make sustainable
changes to improve the health of residents. This year, we are working to increase
access and affordability of fresh fruits and vegetables through partnerships with
local food shelves, farmers markets, community gardens, schools, worksites, and
health care organizations. We are working cross-departmentally to support residents’ efforts to eat healthier options and move more.
In the next couple of months, be on the lookout for some of these opportunities in your community. In the meantime, here are a few things you can do to eat
healthier, move more, and support local agriculture in historic Scott County:
Know your farmer.
• Participate in programs that strengthen local and regional food systems.
Whether you take an active role by purchasing local, visiting your
neighborhood market, or substituting a few ingredients here and there,
increases in comsumer demand for locally produced food are creating
opportunities within our communities.
Eat seasonally… or buy frozen.
• For the highest nutrient content and often the best taste, choose foods
that are in season in your region or buy frozen options. Seasonal eating
will provide you with food ingredients at their peak ripeness and nutrient
content.
Reduce food waste.
• Approximately 46 percent of food goes uneaten. Plan ahead and only buy
what you need; think before taking advantage of bulk deals and check
expiration dates on food packaging; bring your own bags; store food
properly and rotate old food after purchasing new food; purchase “ugly”
produce; recycle what you can’t eat.
• Donate! If you have excess food, support local food shelves and recovery
programs to help all Scott County residents eat healthy.
For questions or to learn more about how SHIP can support healthy living initiatives in your community, please contact Jamie Bachaus, SHIP Coordinator, at
healthmatters@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8585.

Seven ways to save money with spring cleaning
Springtime cleaning can save energy and money.
Make your spring cleaning more rewarding with these
energy-saving cleaning tips. They’ll not only reduce
your energy usage, they’ll also lower your bills. So
grab a rag and get going!

Clean your refrigerator coils.
This may not sound worth the trouble, but cleaning dust off the coils in the back of the refrigerator
will make it run much more efficiently -- saving both
energy and money.
1. Pull fridge away from the wall and unplug it.
2. Find the coils—and the dust! (There’s sometimes
a plate covering the coils.)
3. Use a vacuum cleaner to remove dust, or soap
and water if it looks really bad back there.
4. Make sure coils are completely dry before
replacing plate.
Lightbulbs need cleaning, too!
Remember to dust or wipe light bulbs, too. Clean
bulbs provide more light for the money.
Inspect your sliding doors.
If your home has a sliding glass door, make sure to
keep its track clean. A dirty track can ruin the door’s
seal and create gaps where heat or cold air can escape.
Change your air conditioner filters.
You can save five to 15 percent on cooling costs
just by making sure that your A/C filter is clean. You

should change the air filter in your home two to
four times a year.
• Either remove your
filter or check it to
figure out what kind
you need—don’t
forget to note how
you take it out, so
you know how to put
the new one in.
• Purchase new ones
at most hardware
stores, and install.

Clean the inside of your dishwasher.
Keeping your dishwasher clean saves energy and
water. You’ll use less water and energy in pre-soaking
and rinsing with these simple steps:
1. Cut the power or unplug.
2. Use vinegar and water to clean racks and door.
3. Check the spinning arms and vents, clearing out
debris—a toothbrush works well for hard-toreach areas.
4. Check around the door to make sure no dirt is
preventing the seals from closing.
Clean your clothes dryer’s lint filter.
Don’t forget to clean the lint filter every time you
use the dryer. Better yet, take advantage of sunny
weather and warm spring breezes to dry your clothes

outside on the line!
Other maintenance
• Roof ventilation: Good attic ventilation helps
reduce heat buildup, cutting cooling costs and
lengthening shingle life.
• Air conditioner maintenance: In addition to
replacing the filter, schedule an annual inspection
for a central air conditioner system. Clear bushes
and debris away from your outdoor condenser so
that it runs more efficiently.
• Landscaping: If you have any landscaping plans
this spring, plant trees that lose their leaves in the
fall on the south and west side of your house so
that you’ll have shade in the summer and solar
heat in the winter. Plant evergreen trees on the
north and west sides of your house to act as a
wind block and help reduce winter heating costs.
• Furnace replacement: If you’re thinking of
replacing your furnace before next winter, you
may be able to take advantage of end-of-season
sales. You’ll still be able to take advantage of
your energy company’s rebates.
For additional ways to save money by cutting costs,
contact Shawna Thompson, Financial Capability Educator, at the Scott County Extension office by calling
(952) 492-5383 or e-mailing shawnaft@umn.edu.
Source: http://www.turn.org/consumer-tools/ctenergy/spring-cleaning.html

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Local food operations
create economic impact

Brigid Tuck and Extension Educator
Ryan Pesch just released the following
report on the economic contributions
of small vegetable farms in the central
region of the state. It is based on the
2014 financials of 11 farms which raise
between 0.25 and six acres of mixed
vegetables.
Few data exist about mixed vegetable
operations in Minnesota, so -- although
maybe not a perfect comparison to your
own operation -- please use these numbers as benchmarks against which to
compare your own operation or for basic business planning for a new start up.
Highlights:
• The operations in the study gross
$9,335 per acre in vegetable sales
and retain $4,192, on average, after
deducting annual cash expenses.
• The lion’s share of vegetable
sales (75 percent) comes from
direct marketing channels, such
as farmers markets, farm stands,
and CSA arrangements. Wholesale
marketing channels account for 25
percent of total sales.
• Measures of the economic
impact of small-scale local farm
operations indicate that small
farms return $232,550 more to the
local economy per million dollars
of output than other forms of
agriculture in the region.
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SNAP-ED: Making the healthy choice easier

•

Every $1,000,000 in output
for small farms produces an
additional $608,000 for the local
economy, whereas conventional ag
contributes $375,450 per million.
The total impact of an estimated
65 small-scale vegetable farms in
our 13-county study area brings in
an estimated $1.1 million in wage
and proprietor income.

See the full report at http://www.extension.umn.edu/community/research/
reports/docs/2015-Financial-Benchmarks-Local-Food-Operations.pdf.
Source: Ryan Pesch, Extension
Educator-Community Economics, (218)
770-4398 or pesch@umn.edu

By Gloria Wolf, SNAP-ED Educator
University of Minnesota’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed) team helps low-income individuals and families make diet and
lifestyle choices to improve their health and prevent obesity. The SNAP-Ed team
does this by:
• Teaching participants how to shop for
healthy foods, within a limited budget,
at area stores and farmers markets.
• Demonstrating quick, easy, fun ways
to prepare healthful, delicious meals.
• Helping communities create and
sustain environments that support
people in their efforts to eat healthier
foods and be physically active.
• Providing training to community partners on changing practices and systems
to create a healthier environment.
Who we reach… and where
We deliver our classes and curricula in Scott County:
• To individuals and families who are eligible for SNAP benefits or other
federal assistance programs.
• In a variety of community settings, such as food shelves, community centers,
and public housing sites.
What’s more -- Partner with us!
By partnering together, we can shape the environment so families and individuals gain access to healthy food and tools for making lasting changes.
Together, we can make the healthy choice the easy choice for people across
Minnesota.
Contact Gloria Wolf, SNAP-ED Educator, at (952) 492-5389 or wolfx016@
umn.edu about partnering on educational offerings, or on a project for changing
practices and systems to create an environment conducive to healthier living.
For information in Spanish, visit http://z.umn.edu/snapedspanish.

Free seed available for
Rethink your drink to
wildlife food plots
reduce sugar, calories
Last year, 70 landowners chose to
provide pheasants, deer, and other wildlife with a guaranteed food source over
winter, dedicating 250 acres to this effort -- a record high here in Scott County! To make this process easier for you,
free corn, soybeans, and sorghum are
available for pickup at the Scott County
Fairgrounds.
This annual wildlife food plot program is a cooperative effort between
Scott County Chapter of Pheasants Forever Chapter 125 and the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) in
Jordan. The chapter has been donating
the seed (which is distributed through
Scott SWCD to landowners) for close to
30 years.
Free corn, soybeans, and sorghum
are offered in May. This seed must be
used on set-aside acres and other land
for those who wish to plant cover and
food plots for wildlife. The goal of food
and cover plots is to establish safe foraging patterns that minimize unnecessary
movements and provide a dependable
source of food to help carry wildlife
through the winter in good condition. It
also helps to underscore the importance
of planting food plots adjacent to existing winter cover.
Corn and sorghum are generally accepted as the most appropriate and reli-

Landowners can help wildlife survive
through next winter by planting
wildlife food plots this spring.

able food sources. After selecting a food
plot variety, the two most critical factors
to consider are the size and location of
the plot. It is common for blizzards to
fill the outer 25 to 50 rows of standing
corn or sorghum in a single storm. Large
(three to 10 acre) food plots are most desirable for countering winter blizzards.
The food or cover plots are to be left
over the 2016-2017 winter. The plots
are not to be harvested until spring of
2017.
The seed provided is to be used for
wildlife habitat only. Landowners may
sign up anytime and will be notified
when the seed is available for pickup
at the Scott SWCD office on the fairgrounds in Jordan. For further information, residents may call the Scott SWCD
office at (952) 492-5425.

Scott SWCD rents no-till drills
To assist with planting soybeans, sorghum, legumes, cool season grasses, or
native grasses into crop residue areas,
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) in Jordan rents out
no-till drill and grass seeding equipment to local farmers and other rural
landowners.
Scott SWCD has worked hard to
encourage no-till production in Scott
County because of the environmental
and economic benefits it provides. Many

landowners have responded positively
to this alternative method of crop production. The best part? There is no need
for cultivation, it requires fewer passes
in the field, and results in improved soil
quality and better yields.
The equipment is reserved on a firstcome, first-served basis. If you are interested in renting this equipment, contact Scott Schneider, Resource Conservationist, at (952) 492-5417.

When we think about how many calories we are consuming, we sometimes
forget about the calories we consume as
beverages. There is some evidence that
the body does not respond to calories in
beverages the same way it does to calories in food. Your body may not register
the calories you drink, so you could end
up consuming more calories than you
need.
Choosing healthy beverages is a
great first step to an overall healthy
diet. Americans are drinking more soft
drinks than ever: Per capita soft drink
consumption has increased almost 500
percent over the past 50 years. There is
enough regular soda produced to supply every American with more than 14
ounces of soda every day! One reason
for the steady rise in soft drink consumption is larger portion sizes; fountain drinks can range in size from 22
to 64 ounces. Children start drinking
soda at a remarkably young age, and
consumption increases through young
adulthood.
People who drink soft drinks take in
more calories than those who do not.
Drinking sugar-sweetened beverages
has been associated with weight gain,
obesity, and type 2 diabetes. A 12-ounce
can of soda has 150 calories and 10
teaspoons of sugar in the form of high
fructose corn syrup. If these calories are
added to the typical diet without cutting
back on something else, one soda a day
could lead to a weight gain of 15 pounds
in one year.
Sports drinks, another popular soft

drink, are for
athletes who participate in highintensity, aerobic
exercise for at
least 90 minutes.
Most kids are not
this active. The
added sugar and
Drink water!
sodium in sports
drinks are unnecessary for children and
youth. Sports drinks offer little advantage over water for kids.
Making some simple changes in the
beverages you choose can make a big
difference in your overall calorie intake.
Try these tips to help you and your family rethink your drink:
• Help children learn to enjoy water
as the thirst quencher of choice.
• Make soft drinks a “sometimes”
beverage to be enjoyed in
moderate amounts. (Remember
that soft drinks include fruitades,
fruit drinks, lemonade, energy
drinks, sweet tea, and sports
drinks.)
• Keep a pitcher of water in the
refrigerator for easy access.
• Add lemon, lime, other fruit, or a
splash of juice to water.
• Replace regular pop with diet
pop.
• Choose low-calorie options when
purchasing coffee from a coffee
house.
Source: http://articles.extension.org/
pages/19869/rethink-your-drink

Visit our new website:
www.scottcountymn.gov
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Delivering What Matters Special Section

County seeks to “Deliver
What Matters” for its citizens
Scott County has always been unique, but it’s
rapidly becoming even more so. Long known as
the fastest growing county in the state, the State
Demographer’s office projects that Scott County’s population growth (69 percent) will continue
to outpace all other counties in the state between
now and 2040, from roughly 140,000 to 201,900
residents. The County is home to top schools,
high median incomes, premier regional attractions, historic sites, and one of Money Magazine’s “best places to live” (see sidebar). Each
year, the County progresses a little closer to its
long-range vision: a county recognized around
the region as one the best places to live, work,
shop, and play in the Twin Cities.

With rapid growth and development come
more diverse populations, new job opportunities, increasing transportation and housing needs,
and more demand on public services. Like virtually every other places across the state, Scott
County will experience an aging population. In
2010, about seven percent of the county population was age 65 or older. By 2019, this age group
will make up about 10 percent of the population; by 2045, this group is projected to swell to
over 25 percent of the total population. According to state demographers, the County’s working
age population (20 to 64) will grow moderately
over the next three decades; while the number
of school-age children (birth to 19) will actually
decrease slightly between 2015 and 2045.
Like the rest of the metro area, Scott County’s immigrant population is diverse and changing. People from Mexico, India, and Somalia are
three of Minnesota’s fastest-growing immigrant
groups in the past decade. In 2014, nearly 18 percent of the County’s population identified them-

selves as non-white, doubling the eight percent
reported in 2000. By 2019, nearly 21 percent of
the County population will be non-white. The
state demographer projects that Scott County’s
minority population will experience the largest
percent change than any other metro county
from 2005 to 2035.
Scott County has the highest median household income ($86,510, as reported in 2014) of
any county in Minnesota (as well as any county
in Wisconsin, Iowa, North Dakota and South
Dakota), relatively low unemployment (less than
four percent), and poverty rate (five percent). By
2019, the County’s median household income
is projected to jump to $101,116. The percentage of County households earning more than
$100,000 annually is projected to increase from
39 percent in 2014 to 50 percent in just four
years.
In face of this growing and diverse population, it is the County’s mission to advance safe,
healthy, and livable communities – now and into
the future. The County works hard every day to
deliver the programs, policies, and services that
help advance this mission. Coined “Delivering
What Matters,” the County is embarking on a
citizen-focused approach to doing business that
values people over processes, results over red
tape.
A big part of “Delivering What Matters” is
making sure that what we do (and how and why
we do it) is transparent, responsive, and easily
understood by anyone. But we need your help.
What are we doing well? How could we improve? Are we delivering what matters to you?
Let’s keep this conversation going!

Sheriff ’s program helps vulnerable
children who may wander and get lost
A lost child is a nightmare for any parent,
but an ever-present fear for parents of a child
with autism. They live with the danger that
their child will wander away and not respond
to searchers. The vigilance required to protect
these vulnerable children can be overwhelming
to families.
The primary mission of Project Lifesaver/
LoJack Safety Net is to provide timely response
to save lives and reduce potential injury for
adults and children who wander due to Alzheimer’s, autism, and other related conditions
or disorders.
Scott County implements this program out
of the Sheriff ’s Office using patrol deputies
who currently serve 15 children. Children are
fitted with a bracelet that lets them be tracked
if they become lost. But the deputies who are
involved go far beyond the mechanics of bracelets and tracking devices.
When asked why she wanted to be involved
in the program, Deputy Amy Lueck said she
cares about people and enjoys connecting with
kids. In order to make this program effective,
the officers visit the families and children to
check and replace device batteries, but more

Corbin and Scott County
Deputy Amy Lueck.

importantly, to establish a relationship with the
children. They make these visits in uniform so
that -- if a search needs to occur -- the lost child
will feel comfortable approaching a deputy.
These regular contacts and child profile notes
help the officers know about the children, their
likes and fears, and information that may aid in a
search. Amy and all the trained officers respond
to daily citizen needs and, because they care, anticipate needs and prepare to protect our most
vulnerable residents.

A welcome from Scott County
Board Chair Barbara Marschall
Welcome to this special pull-out section of the SCENE
– a feature that we hope puts a more personal, human
perspective to the work that Scott County
government does every day. We call it
“Delivering What Matters,” and by that we
mean doing the things that matter to you.
We know that it doesn’t matter which
patrol car shows up when you need law
Barbara
enforcement help, just as long as one does
Marschall
show up. We know that it doesn’t matter
to you which logo appears on the side of a snowplow,
just as long as the roads get cleared quickly and safely. We
know it doesn’t matter who provides you with your fishing
licenses, just as long as you get one before you head out
on one of our many beautiful lakes.
We also know that you value safe, healthy, and livable
communities. And Scott County is working hard to deliver
the programs, policies, and services that help advance
those values. Please take a moment or two to read
through some of our stories – and look for future updates
on our brand-new website at www.scottcountymn.gov!
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‘Never give up on your goals -- no matter what happens in life’
A teen parent has more challenges moving into adulthood than most
young people. The County has programs available to help balance the demands of education and parenting during this high stress period. As a proud
and committed mother of a baby boy,
Kayla was struggling to finish school
and find a job to support her family.
Every place she applied for a job the
employer wanted applicants to have experience. She had none.
Through a County work support
program, Kayla was placed in a position to gain experience in retail. After
seven months in a program that included mentoring and encouragement
by store staff, she was recruited and
started a full time job.
Kayla accomplished her goals:
• Completed her high school
diploma on time to graduate

•
•
•

with her class
Studied for and passed her
driver’s permit exam
On track to start college later
this year, and
Found a good job

Not to rest on her laurels, when leaving
the program her future goals were:
• Become a labor and delivery
nurse
• Get her driver’s license, and
• Show her son that goals can be
achieved – no matter what!
Currently, she has graduated from
high school, has a driver’s license and
her own car, and is working part time
while attending Normandale Community College.
“Nothing in life comes easy. The
harder you work for it, the more rewarding it will be,” she said.

Kayla used a County work support program to help achieve her goals.

Team supports family as they
A culture of caring work towards a safe, healthy home

Being a deputy in the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office isn’t
just about patrolling the roads or responding to calls, it’s
about getting to know residents and keeping involved with
the community.

As deputies who work the night shift know, there aren’t
many places to stop for breaks and coffee -- so they’ve gotten to know the people who also work the late nights at a few
all-night gas stations.
When one of the regular employees at a regular stop had
been absent for a couple of weeks, a deputy asked about
her. Finding out she had recently experienced several family
and medical crises, he called on his fellow officers to help.
They and their families reached out to provide support and
encouragement. They cared.
“That’s just what you do for people,” one of the deputies
stated.

We’ve all heard the phrase “it takes a village to
raise a child.” In Scott County, child protection
staff have a program to help create that support
network (or “village”) so that children can grow
up in safe, healthy families. Family Group Decision Making is a County-guided process where
a family’s natural support system is brought together to develop a safety plan with parents for
their children.
Recently, a County social worker arranged a
meeting with a committed group of extended
family and friends to support a mother whose
life has almost been swept away by alcoholism. Her young daughter was placed in foster
care after she was abused. Mother, daughter,
family, and friends developed a list of strengths
and supports, obstacles and needs. A plan was
developed where each person made a commit-

ment of a specific way they could help this family. While mother got treatment for her addiction
and worked with a therapist to improve her relationship with her daughter, friends and relatives
provided supervised visitation, support to both
mother and daughter, and visits to both to encourage them over the hard times. After the daughter returned home, all these family members and
friends were committed to staying with the family… as their village.

County aids residents in recovery
after disaster causes flooding, erosion
“I have never seen such a mess, trees and mud. Mud,
just lots of mud,” a Blakeley Township resident told
WCCO news upon returning to her home for the first
time since her small town site was evacuated due to roaddamaging mudslides and debris. “It’s going to be a long
time before those roads can get opened up.”

The historic rainfalls in June 2014 disrupted the lives
of thousands of residents in Scott County, but none were
hit harder than those living in the small hamlet of Blakeley
between the bluffs and the Minnesota River, where the
only road in and out was shut off for several days. If there
is ever a time county government needed to deliver basic
services that matter to its residents, this was it.
“We need help,” summed up one frustrated Blakeley
resident several days after the storm. Another resident,
Dan Schmidt, recalls how well the County responded to
this call for help: “Residents made calls to all of the Commissioners and all of them answered the phone, even at
their homes,” Schmidt said. The County responded to the
situation as well as it could, given road closures and no cell

phone service, he added.

Two years later, much has been done to help Blakeley
and other parts of Scott County recover from that historic
rain event. Most of the work has been focused on repairing county infrastructure. In the fall of 2014, major repairs
were completed to County Highway 1 serving Blakeley
from the south, including slope stabilization, guard rails,
ravine channel protection, and pavement surfacing. Major
repairs and pavement reconstruction of County Highway
6 serving the hamlet from the north were completed in
2015. Work on a brand new alignment of County Highway 60 is slated for this summer.
Flood recovery efforts have consumed several County
staff from a multitude of departments: emergency management, highway, law enforcement, watershed management, parks, building inspections, communications, and
accounting. “It’s been a long road but I see the light at the
end of the tunnel,” said County Highway Manager Jake
Balk, who has overseen most of the road clean-up and
repair projects since the event.
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Families Moving Forward assists homeless family

housing, and setting goals was a way to do that. Today, Melanie and her children live in a three-bedroom
home in Prior Lake, where the landlord was willing to
accept her Section 8 rent subsidy voucher and give her
a second chance.

The fear that children experience when their family is homeless can be overwhelming. Parents want to
provide basic shelter for their children, but sometimes
need a helping hand. Ending homelessness is more
than just a government function; an active and invested community can make a huge difference. Two years
ago, Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative formed
a coalition with churches in Scott and Carver Counties to form Families Moving Forward. This coalition,
using volunteers, provides hospitality and emergency
shelter in area churches. Beacon staff provide services
that help families find a path to home for their families.

“Don’t be afraid to ask for help,”
says mom of three
Melanie’s path as a young parent hasn’t been easy,
and she regrets her poor rental history and bad credit.
Originally from northern Minnesota, she left home after an eviction to stay temporarily with an aunt in the
Shakopee area. That situation wasn’t working well, so
she left -- and she and the kids came to experience
homelessness.
“I felt completely worthless, like a failure to my
kids,” Melanie said. The family lived in a motel for a
while, but it was a roof over their heads and nothing
more. She hit another bump in the road, and for two
months her daughters, ages 8 and 10, and her almost-

Life isn’t completely rosy yet; Melanie is looking
for a job, and needs a car to open more opportunities
to her. But she feels like a weight has been lifted from
her, mostly because her children are happy to have a
home, no longer worrying about where they’re going
to be living. She’s made friends with a neighbor and
keeps in touch with another mom from Families Moving Forward.

The Families Moving Forward program helped
Melanie and her children find a home.

2-year-old son did not live with her, instead staying
temporarily with relatives.

Meanwhile, Melanie ended up back at the motel,
working two jobs, and -- thanks to a Scott County social worker -- was introduced to Families Moving Forward (FMF). She was reluctant to accept help, but was
determined to get her children back… and participating in the FMF program, working with staff to find

“I am forever grateful for the program. I met a lot
of really good people. And I learned that you can’t
give up.”
Her advice to other parents? “Don’t be afraid to
ask for help before it’s too late. Don’t let your pride
get in the way.”
To find out more about services
from Families Moving Forward, or to
volunteer or donate to the program,
call (952) 230-2930 or visit
www.beaconinterfaith.org.

Safety concerns lead to
roadway improvements

Reading to live and/or stuffed dogs helps children overcome fear, become
better readers.

The value of “simple”
library programs
By Stacy Shrader
I am a big fan of the Waggin’ Tales
program at the Shakopee Library.
This might be because I have the
honor and pleasure of overseeing it on
the third Thursday of each month, or
that I enjoy seeing familiar faces picking
out a book and settling in to read to one
of the four therapy dogs that frequent
our library, or enticing new patrons to
join in and read to the dogs. Or it might
be because I just love dogs.
We live in a society with dogs – and
I think it’s important to be able to inter-

act or at least co-exist with them without
fear.
When I first started sitting in on this
program, I thought it was a cute little
perk for the kids who stop in. Then
one evening when I was scanning the
patrons in the library for some new recruits, I came across a mother who sadly
informed me that her son wouldn’t want
to join in because he was afraid of dogs.
I saw the little boy glance up then timidly
look away. I couldn’t leave that alone, so
I suggested that he could just come over
and stand in the doorway because these
dogs were unbelievably beautiful and he
might want to just watch them a bit. He
did want to.
First, he stood at the door and
watched how it all worked, then he took
a few steps in… and pretty soon, Woody
(the owner of a magnificent Swiss
Mountain Bernese) invited this young
boy in. The next time I checked, there
was the little boy cozied up, petting the
gentle giant called Rye. I looked over and
there was Mom standing in the doorway
transfixed by the sight of her boy enjoying Rye without fear. She was still teary
eyed when I went over to her, but then
she smiled and gave me a heartfelt whispered thank you.
That’s when I stopped thinking this
was “just a cute little program” and realized that it could also be a life-changing event. Not every month, but often
enough to matter.

“No more deadly T-bones.”
It was that simple. A resident told
County leaders at a forum last year that
the outcome to any highway intersection
improvement should be clear and easy to
understand: “No more deadly T-bones.”
A person can find countless harrowing images and videos of T-bone (or
broadside) car accidents at road intersections on the internet these days, but the
resident at the forum was speaking from
personal experience here in Scott County. Tragic experience.

The County has invested millions of
dollars in the past decade to improve key
highway intersections across the road
system. Intersections are planned points
of conflict in any roadway system. To
reduce these conflicts, the County programmed and constructed numerous improvement projects since 2006 including
roundabouts and split-grade interchanges. There are many reasons why road intersections needed improvement, from
better traffic or pedestrian flow to reducing congestion. But the number one
reason on the minds of County highway
staff is safety. Safety is what matters
most to our residents.
The County tracks the impact these
intersection improvements have made to
the driving public. The County looks at
the number and severity of crashes that
occurred at the intersection before an

improvement, and the subsequent years
after an improvement. The difference
is striking. Take the intersection at
County Highway 17 and 42 between
Shakopee and Prior Lake. From 2007
to 2009, this at-grade, T-intersection of
two high volume county roadways saw
23 total crashes including two fatality
crashes, two incapacitating crashes, and
seven other possible injury crashes. In
the three years after construction, there
were seven total crashes with only three
listed as possible injury and the remaining property damage crashes.
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‘Blue bag’ program results in nutrient-rich compost

Have you heard of the blue bag program? Blue bag
organics curbside composting is a great way to easily
and affordably recycle your kitchen scraps, discarded
leftovers, spoiled produce, pizza boxes, and other acceptable organic waste. In two to three months, the
organic waste will be converted into nutrient-rich
compost to fortify lawns, flower beds, and backyard/
community gardens.
The blue bag program (or referred to the “green
bag program” in some cases) eliminates the need for
private haulers or municipalities to add routes, trucks,
and dumpsters to collect organics, saving enormous
costs. With this program, organic waste is co-collected with other MSW (Municipal Solid Waste) where
it is then sorted and diverted to compost facilities to
become nutrient-rich compost. In a landfill, these nutrients decay and produce a powerful greenhouse gas
as well as contribute to leachate.
The key to success in the program is the compostable bag. The blue bag liner is made from renewable
ingredients, such as corn syrup and polymers, that allow the bag to stretch and resist most tears and punctures. They are also made to be durable enough to
withstand the compaction in a garbage truck and make
it to the organics facility intact.
Turns out that when you analyze food waste on a
molecular level, it reveals the presence of the valuable soil nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium -- the three most widely applied fertilizers. Food
waste is also high in organic matter, a valuable soil
amendment.
There are potential cost savings for a homeowner/
business owner in this waste stream due to the tax
structure in Minnesota. When diverted to an organic
waste facility, organic waste is considered recycling
and not subject to the 17 percent solid waste tax.
Dem-Con transfer facility in Louisville Township
recently has started taking organic waste from the New
Prague school district and ships it to the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Community’s Organic Recycling Facility (ORF). Mark Pahl, an owner/operator of Dem Con
landfill, reports that they have diverted about 4000

tons of organic waste out of landfills. “It’s the right
thing to do,” said Jeff. “We are big into recycling, I
wish it was more student-driven.” They’re also saving
$1,000 annually on their trash bill. “I estimate about
15 percent of our organic waste is still being thrown
out, but we’re working on that.” Another unintended,
but entirely welcome, side effect of this recycling program is that they are losing fewer metal forks to the
garbage!

Students in Belle Plaine use a compost program to
divert food waste from landfills.

pounds of organic waste so far from municipal solid
waste landfills. “This program is still in its infancy,
but has potential especially in the restaurant and grocery industry.”
Prior Lake Savage School district has also been recycling their organic waste, diverting 171 tons of organic waste from our landfills to date.
Your local trash hauler may or may not offer this
service, so if you are interested in this program, give
them a call and see if they offer an organics recycling
program. This program will be successful only if there
is a willingness and awareness of recycling organic
waste at the local level.
Success Story: Jeff Heine is the director of buildings and grounds for Belle Plaine High School. Since
April of last year, they have been diverting organic
waste through the green bag program. In the fourth
quarter of 2015 alone, the school district diverted 6.24

Success Story: Amanda Braml, part of the Laudenbach family, owns a few Culvers restaurants in the
Twin Cities. She started using the blue bag program at
her restaurants in Anoka and West Saint Paul. “Even
with an increase in business, we’re able to keep our
garbage bill cost neutral due to the fact the organics
are not taxed as solid waste.” Amanda went on to say,
“Culvers has always supported the community and this
is one more way to do that. In our restaurants, about
70 to 80 percent is considered compostable – therefore, even with purchasing the compostable bags, we
have come out ahead financially.” She went on to say
that some obstacles to the program was the dumpster
space on the property and the cost of the compostable
bags. Amanda noted that county grant money is an important component to developing these programs.

Kitchen scraps, spoiled produce, pizza boxes,
and other acceptable organic waste is put into the
“blue bag.”

County forms partnership to increase recycling
In 2014, there were a couple of
changes made to Minnesota Statute
115A, also called the “Waste Management Act.” These changes are meant to
increase the collection of recyclables in
Minnesota.
1. The first change in the statute is
an increase of the mandated
recycling rate to 75 percent for
all metro counties that is to be met
by the year 2030. The previous
recycling rate in the statute for
metro counties was 50 percent.
2. The other change made to the
statute will impact most businesses
that contract for garbage service
of four yards or more per week.
Effective Jan. 1, 2016, the statute
requires these businesses to
collect three or more recyclables
from the list of eligible materials
that includes paper, glass, plastic,
metals, and organics.
The infrastructure for recycling in

Minnesota is very mature and has been
in place for many years. We are doing
a great job collecting recyclables from
residents, but the collection of commercial recyclables has been harder to track.
So, how could we work with businesses to help them increase their recycling and meet our goal of recycling
75 pecent of the waste in Scott County?
Beginning this year, Scott County has
partnered with the Minnesota Waste
Wise Foundation (MWWF), a non-profit affiliate of the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce.
Minnesota Waste Wise Foundation
has the credibility and the means to
reach out to businesses about increasing
recycling in a manner that is enticing
to businesses. They are currently contracted with other metro counties for the
same service, including Ramsey, Washington, and Anoka. They soon will be
working with Carver County too.
Once a business requests this service, a Minnesota Waste Wise Foundation Specialist will start by conducting a

free 30-minute waste assessment at your
business. The specialist will then review options to reduce what goes in the
trash dumpster at your business. These
options may include starting a food
waste recycling program, or putting
more paper, plastic, metal, and glass materials in the recycling bin. Ultimately,
these changes could save your business
money by reducing the size of your trash
dumpster or the frequency of pickup.
Grants are also available to help
businesses purchase recycling containers. Businesses and institutions will
able to apply for grants to reimburse the
costs of their new recycling program or
to enhance an existing program.
Examples of eligible expenses
include, but are not limited to:
• Container/bins for recycling,
organics, and trash.
• Sorting stations.
• Totes, carts, cart tippers, and other
waste containers for transportation
to containers serviced by haulers.

•

•

•

Compactors, balers, and organics
management systems for storage,
managing odor, and space concerns
for businesses generating large
quantities of recyclables or
organics.
Up to six-months’ supply of
compostable plastic bags for lining
organics collection containers and
compostable food service ware.
Signage, labels, and other
recycling, food waste, or organic
recovery program educational
materials.

To be eligible, businesses must be
physically located in Scott County. If
your business has multiple locations in
Scott County, each location is eligible
for a grant. Grants are available to any
for-profit or non-profit non-residential
waste generator in Scott County. For
more questions about this program,
please call (952) 496-8473.

Tires are recyclable, accepted at HHW Facility
Tires are taken for granted. Most of us use them
in some form, but are unaware of the hazards and
problems caused by used tires. Every year in the U.S.
alone, 300 million tires are discarded. That is about
one tire per capita. Abandoning or stockpiling tires can
create a whole host of problems, including violating
local ordinances prohibiting these practices.
Tires are notorious for harboring mosquitos. Water
sits inside the tire and does not evaporate well. This
creates places mosquitos can breed. With the increased
risk of harmful virus transmission via mosquitos, having tires sit with standing water is not a good idea.
Another hazard is tire fires. Fires which start on
a stockpile of tires are hard to extinguish due to the
non-accessible air space in the tire pile that keeps the
fire going. Tire fires can also produce contamination
of the soils, groundwater, and air. So please don’t burn
old tires.

It also takes 50 to 80 years for the rubber in tires
to naturally biodegrade. This is in due in part to tire
manufacturers designing tires that last a long time on
the roadway in all weather conditions.
The good news is there are things that can be done.
There is no reason to abandon or even stockpile tires;
here in Scott County, you can bring your old tires to
the Household Hazardous Waste facility located at
588 Country Trail East in Spring Lake Township. Automotive tires off the rim will be taken for free April
through September as a service provided by the Metropolitan Mosquito Control.
Tires are also recyclable. In fact, 80 percent of a
tire can be recycled. They can be recycled into construction materials, artificial reefs, tire derived aggregate, ground and crumb rubber. If the tire is in good
condition (other than little to no tread), it can be retreaded and resold.

Have you ever wondered about other construction
uses for old used tires? Some companies are using
them to build homes. These homes are built out of
recycled tires, wood, glass, and aluminum. Most of
these items are relatively cheap or even free. The tires
are a critical component in the home construction: the
walls. The tires are stacked like bricks, and dirt is
pounded into the tire to make the tire void free and to
create a thermal mass. On the exterior of the house,
stucco coating is used to protect from the weather.
On the interior, plaster is used to fill in the gaps and
to create a smooth surface. The thermal mass in the
walls cools the house in the summer and heats it in the
winter. In today’s world of increasing energy costs and
increasing use of timber for construction, a home like
this could be efficient and environmentally friendly.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov

Citizen input needed to
bring quality jobs to County
Rarely a week goes by without some
headline about the latest reports in housing, education, transportation, and workforce. Sometimes the headlines are positive—Minnesota is number one on yet
another list—but often they highlight a
problem: a rental crisis, an achievement
gap, increasing commute times, or lack
of livable wage jobs. These big-picture
issues have unique effects on every
community. To understand how these
topics affect the communities in Scott
County, the Scott County Association
for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE)
has sponsored an initiative called “50 by
30.”
“50 by 30” is working toward
SCALE’s vision of employing 50 percent of Scott County’s labor force in
livable wage jobs within the County
by 2030. SCALE has been working towards this goal over the past decade:
strategic investments in transportation
to support economic development, an
expanded focus on land use and transportation, and the creation of the First
Stop Shop have all contributed to rapid
and significant progress.
Now, due to the success of previous efforts and an influx of major job
growth, the next step in advancing the

“50 by 30” vision is to understand how
the large systems of housing, education,
transportation, and workforce intersect
to create both new opportunities and
new challenges. How does an influx of
jobs affect housing and transportation?
How does early learning relate to Scott
County’s future workforce? To fully understand these issues, “50 by 30” strives
to be inclusive. The goal is to have Scott
County residents at the table with elected officials, superintendents, non-profit
leaders, and employers.
Accordingly, the “50 by 30” team is
seeking residents of all backgrounds
who would be willing to share their
experiences as a member of a working group. You could live in executive
housing; you could commute north each
morning; you could be facing housing
barriers; or you could be seeking local opportunities for higher education.
Whatever your background or current
situation, we want to hear from you. If
you are interested in investing your time
to plan for the future of Scott County or
if you’d simply like to learn more about
this initiative, please contact Jacob
Grussing, Scott County Library Director, at at (952)496-8641 or jgrussing@
scottlib.org.

Prior Lake church to host
outdoor festival April 23 -24
Hosting an outdoor festival in April
is risky, with the persistent possibility
of late-season blizzards or heavy spring
rains. But volunteers for Aprilfest at St.
Michael Catholic Church in Prior Lake,
set for April 23 and 24 this year, have
embraced that spot on the calendar since
the festival’s inception in 1981.
“Who knows -- you might get rain,
sleet, or snow, but it is always a great
kick-off to the summer,” Said Lauren
Peters, the festival’s chairman for the
last four years. Over time (and especially after a few years in a row of bad
weather), the festival committee experimented with later dates in May and
June. But “… people got too busy” in
those months, Peters said.
The festival is the church’s biggest
fundraiser and community event. This
year, a committee of 12 people will
oversee over 500 volunteers who will
work over the course of the weekend.
This year, Aprilfest will feature
CBO (Casablanca Orchestra). CBO is
one of the hottest touring showbands in
the country and based in the Twin Cities. Capturing the essence of the times,
CBO captivates audiences with their
unique fusion of show and music and
vast playlist from Old School to New
School! They will be on stage on Saturday, April 23 from 7 to 11 p.m.
Along with music all day from other
great local bands, Aprilfest will be having its first Art and Craft show featuring
local artists, plus the favorites are back:

5K fun run, BBQ food and refreshments, kids tent and games, inflatables,
drawings, silent auction, and a kids’
dance party.
A Knights of Columbus Breakfast, a
silent auction, and drawings will round
the weekend on Sunday, April 24 from
8:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Registration for
volunteers is on the St. Michael’s website at http://stmichael-pl.org/aprilfest. The
site will also include a detailed schedule
of events.
If you go:
What: St. Michael’s Aprilfest
When: Saturday, April 23, 11 a.m. to
11 p.m.; Sunday, April 24, 8:30 a.m. to
noon.
Where: St. Michael Catholic Church,
16311 Duluth Ave., Prior Lake
Info: http://stmichael-pl.org/aprilfest

Registrations for “Wild West”
4-H camp being accepted

Join other 4-Hers and friends from Carver, McLeod, Scott, and
Sibley Counties for a three-day camp at Camp Patterson from June
20-22! Youth entering grades 3 through 6 will have fun-filled days
packed full of Wild West themed activities such as Western Sports,
Science of the Old West, Tracking, and Old Time Art. The cost
is $115 for friends, and 4-Hers receive a partial scholarship to attend. If you are interested in more information, please contact
4-H Program Coordinator Katie Schneider at (952) 492-5384 or
schne616@umn.edu.
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EmergenSCENE
By Adam Pirri
Emergency Management Director

Sirens ...you’re doing it wrong!

Prior to working in Emergency Management, when I’d be at home with my family and the outdoor warning sirens would turn on, we’d all go to the lowest level
of our house and to the inner-most room. After a short period, someone would inevitably say, “I don’t hear the sirens anymore, it must be over.” We’d all listen and
confirm that the sirens were no longer sounding, and we’d leave the safest area of
our house and return to whatever we were doing prior to the sirens sounding.
Most people, I believe, do the same thing. They hear the sirens, they go to a
safe place, the sirens stop blaring, and they leave the safe place. Guess what? If
this is you, you’ve been doing it all wrong! If you think danger has passed simply
because your outdoor weather siren is no longer making
noise, you are making a huge, potentially life-threatening mistake.
Outdoor warning sirens are rarely activated outside of
their normal first Wednesday of the month testing period.
In fact, in 2015, the sirens were only activated once and
only in one community (Prior Lake). In all other cities
in Scott County, the sirens were never activated in 2015;
last year, there were no tornado warnings issued by the
National Weather Service in Scott County, no tornadic
activity was spotted by our SAFCOM volunteers, and Do not leave safe
no winds of greater than 70 mph were measured within shelters as soon as
our borders. Because our community never met these sirens quit.
criteria, the sirens were relatively silent.
When the sirens do go off, it means someone in public safety believes the weather is such a threat that it is no longer safe for individuals to be outdoors. The sirens
are activated by our 911 dispatchers, and they are only activated in the community
that is impacted by the weather. In other words, if there is a tornado warning in
Jordan, the sirens for that community will be sounded, but the sirens in all of our
other cities will not sound unless they are included in the National Weather Service’s warning polygon.
Our dispatchers activate the sirens, but nobody deactivates them. The sirens are
set to sound for three minutes before they automatically turn off. The sirens are
intended to warn those outdoors to go inside and seek information. When I said
my family would go to the lowest level and inner-most room of our home, we were
doing things correctly up until that point, but we did not do everything the sirens
were telling us to do: We were not seeking additional information. You see, the
sirens are activated for a tornado warning, but they only sound for three minutes,
while the tornado warning could last an hour or more. Your community is not safe
from the weather until that tornado warning has expired, regardless of whether or
not you hear any sirens.
It’s a relatively simple concept: Go inside and seek additional information. Yet
for some reason, most people don’t know how to respond to an outdoor warning
siren. In 2011, the National Weather Service interviewed survivors of the Joplin,
Missouri tornado, which is the seventh deadliest tornado on record. Survivors told
the National Weather Service they heard the sirens, but they didn’t really pay attention to them. Others said they heard them and took protective measures, but they
left that protective place once the sirens stopped blaring. As a result, 159 individuals lost their lives in the Joplin tornado, and there is little doubt that some of those
deaths could have been prevented.
If the sirens sound in your community, make sure your household knows what to
do. You should not only go to the lowest level/inner-most part of your home, you
should also get more information. Don’t leave your protected area until the threat
has passed. Once you are in your home, the siren is no longer your concern, it is
meant for people who are outdoors. Do not rely on anything the siren may be doing
after the initial alarm. There is no “all-clear siren,” and there is nobody who turns
the siren off to let you know it is safe to resume your day. In Joplin, the sirens were
activated a full 23 minutes before the tornado hit. Four minutes after the tornado
was on the ground, the sirens were activated once again, but only because a tornado
had been confirmed and the threat was imminent.
Severe weather season in Minnesota typically occurs between April and September. Please know how to respond to an outdoor warning siren as we enter the
season where severe weather is most likely. If the sirens sound, go indoors and seek
more information -- your life could literally depend on it.

Blue Thumb workshops slated
Creating Your Raingarden
Two “Creating Your Raingarden”
Blue Thumb workshops are planned for
this spring in Scott County, hosted by
the Scott Clean Water Education Program (SCWEP) to assist Scott County
residents who wish to install raingardens on their property.

Native Prairie Workshop
You can create natural areas in your
yard where lawn or crop fields once
were! Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) staff will show
you how to prepare, select, plant, and
maintain your native prairie. Funding
opportunities may also be available.

The schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, April 19, 6:30 to 8 p.m.,
Spring Lake Town Hall, Prior Lake
Saturday, April 23, 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
Scott County Fairgrounds, Jordan
* By attending one of the workshops
above, you may be eligible to receive up
to $250 in funding assistance for plants,
compost, and labor when you install a
raingarden.

The workshop is set for:
Tuesday, May 5, 6:30 to 8 p.m.,
Spring Lake Town Hall, Prior Lake
Register for these workshops at
www.scottswcd.org/workshops or call
the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at
(952) 492-5425.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Prior Lake:
New water, sanitary sewer rates set

At the February 22 City Council meeting, the Council established the 2016 Prior Lake water and sanitary
sewer rates, which help cover the costs of operating
and maintaining these systems.
This increase is necessary due to the rising costs
of operations and capital improvements for the City’s
aging infrastructure. The costs include the day-to-day
maintenance of distribution and collection systems,
treating the water for domestic use, seasonal irrigation
fluctuations, maintaining the 42 lift stations which
pump the City’s sewage, and replacing worn out pipes
in the ground as part of regular street replacement
projects.
The City has renewed a commitment to complete
street and utility replacement projects at a level to
keep up with declining infrastructure, including replacing two of the 112 miles of streets and underlying
piping systems each year.
Even at this rate, roads would need to last 50 years,
which is a challenge given soil types, aging pipes, and
other contributing factors in Prior Lake.
The new water rate is $4.40 per 1,000 gallons of
water used (an increase of $0.25), and the sanitary
sewer rate will increase to $2.52 per 1,000 gallons
sewage discharged from $2.02.
The average resident uses approximately 10,000
gallons of water and corresponding sewage each bimonthly billing cycle so the increase for the average
city water and sewer user will be $45.00 annually, or
$3.75 per month. Residents will see the new rates reflected in their April 1 billing statements.
More information on the City of Prior Lake’s water and sanitary sewer systems can be found at http://
www.cityofpriorlake.com/utility-services.php.

From the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District
Spring Lake Shoreline Restoration
Volunteer Event

In 2013, the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District acquired a quarter-acre parcel of land with 350
feet of shoreline on County Road 12 along the north
side of Spring Lake from Spring Lake Township. It
was purchased for use as a future shoreline restoration
demonstration site. The District is working with Great
River Greening, a non-profit organization, to restore
the shoreline.

On Saturday, May 21 from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m., the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District is
partnering with Great River Greening and the Spring
Lake Regional Park to host a shoreline restoration
event on Spring Lake. Volunteers will be able to learn
about a variety of shoreline restoration methods and
help install them on site. Lunch will be provided after
the morning’s work is done. Volunteers can register
for the free event on Great River Greening’s website at
www.greatrivergreening.org.

Community Clean Water Clean Up

The City of Prior Lake and the Prior Lake Spring
Lake Watershed District are sponsoring their annual
spring clean-up event for Sunday, April 24 from 9:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at Sand Point Beach Park in Prior
Lake. It might seem counter-intuitive, but leaves and
other organic matter, although natural, can be carried
by stormwater into storm drains that release them into
our lakes. Once in the lakes, they breakdown and release phosphorus, which feed algae. Algae growth is
a serious threat to water quality, aquatic life, property
values, and water recreation.
Businesses have generously provided door prizes
and lunch will be served. Volunteers are asked to sign
up with the District by calling (952) 447-4166.

From Shakopee:
Construction to start on $30.4
million improvements to
Community Center, Ice Arena

The future of the Shakopee Community Center and
Ice Arena is about to start taking shape.
Construction will start this spring on a $30.4 million improvement project, which includes construction
of a new Shakopee Ice Arena and improvements to the
Community Center.
The Community Center remodel will be divided
into five phases, with four of the phases scheduled
for 2016. These include constructing the new indoor
playground, meeting spaces, community room, senior
lounge, department office space, and front lobby.
The current ice arena will remain operational until
the new arena is completed in December 2016. Once
finished, ice operations will move into the new building and construction can start on the final phase of the
Community Center remodel, which includes the indoor aquatic center and fitness center. The full project
is expected to be completed by June 2017.
“The finished product will provide more facility
and program options for the general public,” said Recreation Supervisor Brad Eller.
Some programs will be temporarily closed or relocated during construction. For example, the Engima
Teen Center will become the temporary fitness center. Teens will not have a drop-in facility this summer.
The Shakopee Skate Park is temporarily relocating to
Westminster Park, 801 Valley View Road, as the new
ice arena will be constructed on the skate park’s current
footprint. “We’re apologizing in advance for any and
all inconveniences this project will cause our members
and visitors,” said Parks and Recreation Director Jamie Polley. “We appreciate everyone’s patience and
know the hassle will be well worth it in the long run,
and we’re excited for the many new opportunities this
project will offer the community.”
More information about the project is available
on the city’s website at www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
ccimprovements.

Park projects planned for 2016

Ben Fern of Savage was the co-winner of the
largest fish category in the 2015 carp tournament
on Spring Lake.

Carp Tournament

The Fourth Annual Carp Tournament will be hosted
by the Knotty Oar Marina on May 28 from 9 a.m. - 6
p.m. Cash prizes will be donated by the Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District for the Largest Haul,
Largest Fish, and Smallest Fish. Area businesses will
also be donating valuable merchandise. For more information and to register for the event, please contact
the Knotty Oar Marina at (952) 447-4300 or sign up in
person at the Knotty Oar Marina (15862 Eagle Creek
Avenue NE, Prior Lake).

Several Shakopee parks will also see improvements
and updates in 2016. Site work on Quarry Lake Park is
slated to start in April. This first phase includes earthwork and soil corrections, pedestrian bridge, some
trails, and parking lots in the 111-acre park located in
east Shakopee. Construction should be completed by
November.
Two improvement projects are also proposed for
Shakopee’s popular Lions Park. The City is looking
at replacing the playground with all-inclusive playground components, as well as tearing down and replacing the warming house and making improvements
to the hockey rink.
Also, this winter, the pedestrian bridge over the
Mill Pond Channel at Memorial Park was removed.
The City is working with area partners to look at replacing this vital connection in the Minnesota Valley
State Trail.
Information about city park projects is available at
www.ShakopeeMN.gov/parkdevelopment.

Clean Up Day for City, township
residents is April 30

Volunteers are needed April 24 for a shoreline restoration project on Spring Lake. The property is owned
by the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District and will be used as a future shoreline restoration
demonstration site.

Residents of Shakopee, Jackson Township, and
Louisville Township will have the opportunity to recycle and discard old and unusable items during the
City’s annual Clean Up Day Saturday, April 30. The
event runs from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Shakopee
Public Works building, 400 Gorman St., Shakopee.
Enter off Fourth Avenue. A list of accepted and nonaccepted items, as well as costs, is available at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/cleanupday.
Clean Up Day is open solely to residents of the
City of Shakopee, Jackson Township and Louisville
Township.
In addition, Shakopee Rotary will also be collect-
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News from the Law Library

What is an OFP? What is an
HRO? What is the difference
Almost every day, we see someone at
the Law Library who is upset and feeling
threatened by a family member, live-in
boyfriend/girlfriend, or neighbor. Hopefully, this information will clear up the
difference between an Order for Protection (OFP) and a Harassment Restraining Order (HRO).

OFP
An OFP is an Order for Protection
court ordered by a Judge. It orders a
family member (or someone that you are
living with) not to hurt you. It is meant
to protect you from domestic abuse,
which state statute defines as certain actions committed by a family or household member against another family or
household member. These acts include
infliction of physical harm, bodily harm,
or assault; infliction of fear of imminent
physical harm; terroristic threats; acts of
criminal sexual conduct; or interference
with an emergency call.
If you need an OFP, you have
some options. You can contact an Advocacy Group, such as Southern Valley
Alliance for Battered Women at www.
southernvalleyalliance.org. You can hire
an attorney, or you may choose to ask for
an OFP on your own. There is no filing
fee for requesting an OFP. Instructions
and forms are available at the Court
Administration Office and on the Minnesota Judicial Branch Self- Help website at www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp. The
Self-Help Center has attorneys available to answer form questions and they
also offer a free forms review service.
LawHelpMN.org also offers information and assistance.
Recently, the Minnesota Judicial
Branch has overhauled the way it manages and shares data related to OFPs.
According to Beau Berentson, Director of Communications and Public Affairs for the Minnesota Judicial Branch,
there will be “… faster enforcement of
Orders for Protection. With the new integration, as soon as a new OFP is entered into MNCIS or an OFP is updated
by the court, these data are shared instantly with both the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). That
information then becomes available to
law enforcement officers responsible
for serving the OFP on the respondent

and enforcing the conditions of the Order. Prior to this integration, OFP data
were only transmitted from the courts
to law enforcement twice per day… Today, law enforcement officers can now
access the full language of judicial officers’ conditions in OFPs from squad car
computers, eliminating the potential for
confusion and uncertainty about how to
enforce the Orders.”
HRO
A Harassment Restraining Order
(HRO), also ordered by the court, is often confused with a “no contact order,”
which usually comes from a criminal incident. An HRO is a civil order.
Minnesota statute defines harassment as a single incident of physical
or sexual assault; repeated incidents of
intrusive or unwanted acts, words, or
gestures that have a substantial adverse
effect or are intended to have a substantial adverse effect on the safety, security, or privacy of another. This could
include following someone, repeated
phone calls, or visiting someone’s home
after being asked not to visit. Unlike the
OFP, the person requesting the HRO
does not need to have a personal relationship or be related to the person
doing the harassing. If a child is being
harassed, a parent or legal guardian can
request an HRO on behalf of the child.
There is usually a fee for filing an HRO.
In Scott County, the filing fee is $320.
If the petitioner (person requesting the
HRO) cannot afford the filing fee, they
might qualify for a fee waiver. HRO
forms and fee waiver forms are available at the MN Self-Help Center website at www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp. The
court may order the respondent (person
accused of the harassing behavior) to
cease the harassment, or order the respondent to have no contact with the
petitioner. Violating an HRO or an OFP
has potential criminal consequences.
Judges take both OFPs and HROs
very seriously. According to District
Court Judge Rex Stacey, “We must take
these cases seriously. There is a high
incidence of domestic violence in Minnesota and across the country. These
are often the Court’s first involvement
in domestic and other disputes and the
Court’s response must be clear and
firm.”
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Safety SCENE
By the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Warm weather brings out cold criminals

As the weather warms up and we get more hours of daylight, people tend to be
more active and spend more time outdoors. Criminals aren’t immune to this either;
they love the warmer weather, as they too get to be more active and spend more
time outdoors. They can get a good look into cars and take advantage of people
who don’t bother to lock their doors.
Almost every spring, we see an uptick in thefts and burglaries, and often it is
because the people in our cities and townships give thieves easy access to their
property. Good-natured citizens often leave their windows open, their belongings
in plain sight, or their doors unlocked. Simple targets like that are a thief’s dream,
and being their target can ruin your summer.
In Minnesota, property thefts typically peak in our warmer months. For this
reason, you should lock the doors on your home, shed, vehicles, and garages to
help prevent being a target of theft. If you have anti-theft devices or a home
alarm system, use them each and every time you are away from your property.
There are also additional measures you can
take to reduce the odds of being a target of theft.
First, don’t keep valuables in your vehicle. If
you must, then make sure they are not visible when
someone peers through your car window. Install
motion detecting lights in your yard to discourage thieves during late hours. If you are an animal
lover, consider getting a dog as a pet to help alert
the household when there may be an unwelcome
guest. Do everything you can think to do in order
to make your household a harder target.
Thefts don’t stop at your car or house; a thief
will gladly take any items you leave in your yard,
Security lights and dogs such as bicycles, lawn equipment, or packages that
help deter thieves.
are delivered to your doorstep. Thieves will take
anything they view as being potentially valuable and easy to obtain. The more difficult you make it for a thief to take your things the less likely it is that you’ll be a
victim.
One of the best crime prevention tools you may have are your neighbors. This
is especially the case when it warms up and various criminals and con artists use the
warm weather to take advantage
of residents, especially the elderly.
You know what is normal in your
neighborhood, so if you encounter
something abnormal please take
the time to report whatever is out
of place to the police.
There are other things to keep
in mind as well during the warm
months. First, if you are at a
beach, picnic area, or outdoor Get to know your neighbors and watch for
event, make sure you keep your unusual activity.
valuables out of reach from strangers. Don’t leave your keys or wallet unattended in your shoes while you swim. Make sure there is always someone you
know who is with your valuables at all times and that every effort has been made
to keep those valuables out of sight from those you do not know.
Scott County is a great place regardless of the season, but we all know there
are people in this world who can cause us misfortune. Please do your part to
make this community a difficult target for those who want to do us harm. Be
aware of your surroundings, make sure your property is secure, and report any
activity which seems suspicious to the police.

From page 12

ing unwanted furniture and household
items for Bridging, Inc. Drop off items
for Bridging between the Public Works
and Engineering buildings from 7:30 to
11:30 a.m.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
County Road 83
reconstruction to begin

County Road 83 will soon be much
safer and less crowded. The southernmost 1.5-mile stretch of the Scott County-owned roadway will be reconstructed, beginning this summer.
The project area is located between
County Roads 42 and 82 in Prior Lake.
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC) worked with Scott
County to develop a project that will improve safety, traffic flow, and the overall
appearance of this segment of County
Road 83.
Construction is expected to cause
some traffic disruptions intermittent-

A rendition of the proposed County Road 83 project.

ly through the fall of 2017. To keep
area residents informed throughout
the process, open houses will be held
and communications will be routinely
distributed.
Project details:
The project will straighten and expand portions of the two-lane roadway
to four lanes to meet current and projected traffic demand, and significantly
improve safety for local, commuter,

and visitor traffic. Reconstruction of the
roadway will benefit the entire region,
as traffic from both the north and south
will flow more safely and effectively.
Trails will be added on both sides of
the road to provide safe travel for nonmotorized traffic and connect the route
to the extensive Prior Lake trail system.
About 6 acres of wetlands — primarily 4.4 acres within Mystic Lake — will
be adjusted as minimally as possible to

allow for the new lanes and trail system.
Area residents can expect dredging, filling, and construction of improved wetlands later in the project schedule.
Project funding:
The project is being funded by the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, in partnership with Scott County and the City of Prior Lake. Scott
County is contributing about $1 million
to the project, and Prior Lake is part of
the project approval process.
The SMSC is a federally recognized,
sovereign Indian tribe located in the
Prior Lake area. The tribe is building a
new hotel with a convention center at its
Gaming Enterprise, Mystic Lake Casino
Hotel, already one of the major attractions drawing visitors to the area. The
road project will improve traffic conditions in the surrounding area, as well as
accommodate any traffic demands associated with these additions.
Questions? Visit the project website
(bolton-menk.com/countyroad83)
or
call the main project number at (952)
233-4290.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Counseling available for veterans

Minnesota’s Department of Veterans Affairs has an agreement with Lutheran
Social Services (LSS) to provide counseling for veterans and their families. This
benefit is not well publicized, but could be very helpful to many veterans and
their families. The LSS Core program provides individual, family, and marriage
counseling.
LSS can provide financial and debt management services, including budgeting,
debt consolidation, and student loan assistance. LSS has a relationship will most
of the major credit card companies and student loan institutions. Stress and anger
management counseling is provided as well. In some instances, they can perform
these services over the phone or with in-home counseling.
Lutheran Social Services has a couple of unique programs they are currently
offering. A veteran’s support group for LGBTQ veterans meets every Thursday
evening. A “joy through movement” Tai Chi program will begin on this month.
(You will have to travel to the LSS facility in Minneapolis to participate in the support group or Tai Chi.)
If you, as a veteran, are coping with stress (either personal or financial), you can
contact the Scott County Veterans Service Office for a referral to LSS programs.
The only eligibility criterion is that you are a veteran living in Minnesota.

A group of veterans enjoyed an afternoon of fishing on the Let’s Go Fishing!
pontoon stationed at Cedar Lake. Reservations are being taken now for this
summer’s fishing and boating season.

Let’s Go Fishing!

Let’s Go Fishing is an organization enriching the lives of seniors, veterans, and
disabled persons by bringing them on fishing and boating excursions. With permission of the Scott County Board, a Let’s Go Fishing pontoon is stationed at Cedar
Lake Farm Regional Park in Southern Scott County (on the south shore of Cedar
Lake near New Prague).
The 2016 season will run from June 1 to September 23. Two-hour fishing and
boating excursions will be offered Mondays and Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.,
and Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. If you are interested in
reserving a spot on the scheduled trips, register on the website at scottcounty.lgfws.
com or call (952) 210-1412.
To honor veterans, the Scott County Chapter of Let’s Go Fishing invites area
veterans to join their celebration at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park as they launch
the season’s first boat rides. If you are interested in attending this event, please call
(952) 210-1412 or e-mail lgfscottcounty@gmail.com. The philosophy of Let’s Go
Fishing is “Giving back to those that have given so much.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.cscottcountymn.gov

SCHS opens Valleyfair exhibit,
quilters plan open house
X Marks the Spot: Mapping Scott
County: Discover the wealth of
information available in maps!
Whether showing the County’s growth,
industries, dislocation of Native
peoples, recreation areas, or highways,
maps tell us much about this place we
call home. This exhibit features plat
maps (dating back to 1854), Sanborn
Insurance maps, topographic maps,
maps used in advertising and tourism,
and more! Exhibit runs through early
August 2016.
Exhibit Opens, “Valleyfair!
Celebrating 40 Years of Fun!” Can
you believe
it’s been 40
years since
our favorite
amusement
park opened?
Generations
of youngsters
and the youngat-heart have
enjoyed this local treasure. From the
original roller coaster, the High Roller,
to some of the latest additions, such
as Steel Venom, Valleyfair has been a
source of family fun for four decades.
Visit our exhibit to see fun artifacts
from Valleyfair history. Exhibit open
until October 2016.

SCHS Museum is located at 235
Fuller St., S. in Shakopee.

Second Saturday Tours at the
SCHS, Saturday, May 14, 1 – 2 p.m.
Enjoy guided tours of the 1908 Stans
House and current SCHS exhibits. All
ages are welcome. Free. Registration
not required; check in at the front desk
before tour start time.

Beware of fraudulent IRS calls

Have you ever received a call that
you didn’t trust from an entity claiming
to be the IRS? Did the voice sound automated, claim they were the IRS, and
warn that this would be the last time you
could receive help from them? Did they
threaten that you must call immediately
to resolve the issue at hand? Even if
you’re certain you don’t have any outstanding issues with the IRS, the call can Report suspicious calls to the
be scary to receive nonetheless.
Federal Trade Commission.
The Federal Trade Commission (www.ftc.gov), the nation’s consumer protection agency, works to prevent fraudulent, deceptive, and unfair business
practices in the marketplace. They have taken myriad complaints about phony
IRS calls already. If you have or do receive one of these calls, make sure to
report to the FTC at https://www.ftc.gov/faq/consumer-protection/submit-consumer-complaint-ftc so that we may stop these scammers in their tracks.
For more information, contact Scott County Extension Educator, Shawn
Thompson, at (952) 492-5383 or shawnaft@umn.edu.

Scott County Crazy Quilters
Anniversary Open House, Thursday,
April 28, 6 - 8:00 p.m. The Scott
County Crazy Quilters are celebrating
their 15th anniversary, and you’re
invited! Enjoy refreshments and view
samples of the Crazy Quilters’ work.
This event is free and open to the
public.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6
p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in January, June,
July, or December.
All Things Minnesota
Book Club – meets at 6:30
p.m., the third Thursday of
each month at SCHS.

Spring Fun Kids Kraft, Saturday,
April 30, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Time
to celebrate spring! We’re reading
Waiting for Wings by Lois Ehlert and
Hurray for Spring by Patricia Hubbell,
and making our own special butterfly
craft to take home! After the program,
feel free to take a stroll through the
Stans Garden! Free, but registration is
required for supplies. To register, call
(952) 445-0378 or e-mail sherrick@
scottcountyhistory.org.

Mother’s Day Tea, Saturday, May
7, 1:30 – 3 p.m. Families with kids
ages five and up are invited to a special
Mother’s Day Tea at the Scott County
Historical Society. Enjoy tea and treats
in the historic 1908 Stans House, learn
about proper tea etiquette, and take a
special family photo in our Victorian
photo booth! Plus, make a Victorian
trinket box to take home or give to
mom! Cost: $5 per child, $10 per adult.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education.
X Marks the
Spot Kids’
Program:
Letterboxing,
Saturday, May
21, 10:30 a.m.
- 12:00 noon.
Get ready to
explore! Join
us for a kidfriendly tour of
our X Marks the
Spot exhibit,
followed by a chance to try your hand
at letterboxing, a unique scavenger
hunt-type activity that combines
navigation skills, puzzle solving, and
rubber stamp art. Free, but registration
is required for supplies. Suggested
donation: $3 per person.
The Scott County Historical will
be closed on Saturday, May 28 for
Memorial Day weekend.
Find us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and follow us on Twitter
@ScottCountyHist.
Call (952) 4450378, e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.
org, or visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org
for more information.
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The Grange: Champion of rural America

By T.J. Malaskee, State Grange of
Minnesota President
The headline of the Shakpoee Argus
on Oct. 2, 1873 noted with alarm:

The Panic on Price of Wheat!

The financial panic that for the last
two weeks has withdrawn the deposits
from the eastern banks. . . has had
the effect of stopping the foreign and
domestic shipments of wheat. Here
in Shakopee the panic, in connection
with the increase in railroad freights,
first sent wheat down from $1.00 to
95 cents, then down to 90, then down
to 85 and now the market stands at 80
cents a bushel. But let no farmer be in
a hurry to sell at this price. The Eastern
world must have the Minnesota wheat
crop this year, and prices cannot
remain down many weeks. . . .
--Shakopee Argus
The very month that the Shakopee
Argus ran an article bemoaning the contrived price of wheat — implying that
the Eastern establishment was indenturing Western farmers to the whims of
consumers — a group of farmers and
their wives gathered in Spring Lake
Township to organize a chapter of the
radical Patrons of Husbandry, better
known as the Grange.
On October 30, 1873, thirty men
and women met at the Spring Lake
Township school house and were initiated into this “secret order of farmers”
by State Grange of Minnesota Deputy,
George Chamberlain. The words these
new Grangers subscribed to that day
are reminiscent of the membership oath
Grangers still adhere to in 2016:
Friends, the Order of the Patrons of
Husbandry, commonly known as the
Grange, is a great fraternity. The
lessons of its ritual are expressed by
use of symbols drawn from the field,
farm and home ... a solemn pledge..
.will not conflict with your moral,
social, religious, or civil duties. In
the presence of the Great Creator and
these witnesses, I do hereby pledge
my sacred honor that… I will not
knowingly wrong or defraud a Brother
or Sister of the Order or allow it to be
done by another if within my power to
prevent it. I endeavor to be a true and
faithful Patron of Husbandry, perform
the duties enjoined in this Order
and aid others in performance of the
same…
With these words and a commitment
to bettering agriculture, the community,
and individual “manhood and womanhood,” Washington Grange, No. 376
was formed and along with Belle Plaine
Grange, No. 17, ushered in Scott County’s Grange era. For nearly 150 years,
over 30,000 Minnesotans and millions
of Americans have united as members
of this, the oldest national agricultural
organization in the country.
Founded by Minnesota farmer, Oliver Hudson Kelley, in 1867, the Grange
was devised as an organization to heal
the nation after the overwhelming national demoralization following the
Civil War. Kelley, a first-generation
farmer who thought agriculture “the
highest calling on earth,” sought to
unite and educate the farming families
of America while giving a collective
voice to rural communities and agriculturalists. Knowing that farmers across
the continent came from different ethnic, religious, and social backgrounds
with regional differences in agricultural

Minnesota still has an active State Grange. It is the oldest national agricultural
organization in the United States

The Grange was founded by
Minnesota Farmer Oliver Hudson
Kelley in 1867.

practices, Kelley based the grassroots
non-partisan organization on the ritual
style and symbolic teaching structure of
the Freemasons, creating an “American
farm culture.” Kelley’s niece, Caroline
Hall, urged her uncle, “Your endeavor
will not succeed without women,” and
the Grange, from its inception, was
the first national organization of any
kind to offer women equal rights and
membership.
By the time Washington Grange was
organized in Spring Lake, the plight of
the American farmer was in dire need
of a movement to champion the issues
facing the men and women who fed the
nation. Eight years after the end of the
Civil War, national tension had shifted
from a North-South confrontation over
slavery to an East-West standoff between the Western agricultural producers Eastern consumer markets. By 1873,
a devastating national recession coupled
with declining crop prices had pushed
the six year-old National Grange into
thousands of communities across the
country. A Farmer’s Declaration of

An early State Grange poster.

Independence was read at hundreds of
Fourth of July picnics, and for the first
time ever, the Grange gave a collective
voice and bargaining power to the farming class.
Between 1868 and 1872, 113 Granges
had been established in Minnesota. By
the end 1873, however, the State Grange
could boast 303 new chapters organized
that year alone. The year 1874 saw an
additional 125 Granges organized in the
state, including Eagle Creek Grange,
No. 433 and Jordan Grange, No. 469
in Scott County. By comparison, over
the following 141 years, a total of 293
Granges would be added to the roaster,
making the State Grange of Minnesota’s
official count 835 Granges with the organization of Prairie Fire Grange, No.
835 in Wabasso, Minnesota in 2015.
The 1870s firestorm of discontent
stemmed from the railroad monopolies
that were seen to abuse government
land grants and funding while inflating shipping costs. In 1874, the price of
wheat paid to farmers in Scott County
sat between eighty and eighty-five cents
per bushel. The same wheat was sold by
middlemen in New York City for $1.40
per bushel, on top of the exorbitant
freight. Over the following two years,
Midwestern Grangers, including the
State Grange of Minnesota, successfully
fought the railroad monopolies and won
freight regulations noted by the Minnesota Supreme Court “for the good of all
persons and the whole of the State.”
These “Grangers Laws” of the 1870s
are often seen as the height of Grange
success, and it is noted that the Grange
began a swift decline in membership
and activity once freight rates were
stabilized for the benefit of the farmer.
The truth is that the Grange grew too
quickly to maintain itself, and internal
leadership struggles at the national level
left the average Granger disheartened.
The organization began to splinter in
favor of more politically active groups
like the Farmers’ Alliance, and later the
Farm Bureau and Farmer’s Union.
A hundred years after the success
of the Granger Laws, the four Granges
of Scott County had folded, and the
Grange remained active only in several
small pockets of the State. In 1974, a
State Grange of Minnesota leader said,
“The Grange is of another time and
place, and we are waiting for the embers
to die out.”
But, in 2012—with the State Grange
of Minnesota on its last legs—a group of
young agriculturalists, historians, and a
handful of remaining old-guard Grangers decided to revitalize the Grange in
Minnesota. In October of that year, the

Oliver Hudson Kelley Grange, No. 834
was organized.
“Today, the State Grange of Minnesota is recognized as one of the
most vibrantly growing Granges in the
country,” says State Grange Director
of Community Service Programs, Amy
Amberger, one of the 2012 Grange reorganizers. “The Grange is just as relevant
to the Minnesotans of 2016 as it was
to our forbearers in 1869. We’re more
than a farmers’ organization; we’re the
tradition of farmers across the nation.
You don’t have to be a farmer to join
the Grange. We are a community service and social organization for anyone
who cares about their food and where it
comes from, providing grassroots legislative action at local, state, and national
levels and celebrating the people of
Minnesota,”
The Grange of today recognizes more
victories than just the Granger Laws of
the 1870s. The Grange is responsible
for the development of Rural Free Delivery and rural electrification, the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, the
creation of 4-H and FFA, advocating for
land grant colleges, Extension Services,
and providing a non-partisan voice in
the creation of every Farm Bill since
1933. “Our greatest legacy, though,”
says Amberger, “…is in making our
communities better places. Every year,
Grangers contribute millions of volunteer hours to the hometowns we serve.”
Interest in revitalizing the Grange
in Scott County has gained momentum
over the last year. The popularity of the
local food movement has sparked a discussion around the creation of community gardens in Shakopee and preserving
the historic traditions of the Grange, the
original food movement. “One of the
greatest assets the Grange can bring to
local communities,” says State Director
of Legislative Programs, Ashley Wyatt,
“is the ability to maintain an individual
small town and local identity in an ever
globalizing world.” It’s this value in
supporting local communities that has
prevented the organization from fading
into an historical footnote, and allowed
the Grange to be the Champion of Rural
America and once again find a place in
the home town landscape of the twentyfirst century.

T.J. Malaskee, the current State
Grange of Minnesota President,
wrote this article.

For more information on how you can
support and help revitalize the Grange
in Scott County, contact T.J. Malaskee,
State Grange of Minnesota President, at
tj.malaskee@MNgrange.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.scottcountymn.gov
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Law requires landowner control of noxious weeds
The Noxious Weed Law affects
growing plants. Some plants are noxious because they can harm people, animals, the food we eat, and nature. The
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA), county, city, and township officials inspect land and ask owners to
destroy their noxious weeds. Destroying them stops them from spreading and
harming neighbors. Landowners that refuse to destroy their noxious weeds can
be forced to do so.
The following is the updated 2016
list of Minnesota Noxious Weeds and
their specific categories established by
the MDA.
Eradicate list:
Prohibited noxious weeds that are
listed to be eradicated are plants that
are not currently known to be present
in Minnesota or are not widely established. These species must be eradicated, meaning all of the above and below
ground parts of the plant must be destroyed, as required by Minnesota statute. Additionally, transportation, propagation, or sale of these
is prohibited except as
allowed by Minnesota
law. Measures must also
be taken to prevent and
exclude these species
from being introduced
into Minnesota:
Dalmation
Palmer Amaranth;
toadflax
Oriental Bittersweet;

public accesses, business properties
open to the public, or on parts of lands
where public access for business or
commerce is granted. Must also be
eradicated or controlled along property
boarders when requested by adjoining
landowners; Japanese Knotweed;
Giant Knotweed.

Brown Knapweed; Yellow Star Thistle;
Meadow Knapweed; Black Swallowwort; Grecian Foxglove;
Common Teasel; Cut-leaved Teasel;
Giant Hogweed; Japanese Hops;
Dalmatian Toadflax.
Control list:
Prohibited noxious weeds listed to
be controlled are plants established
throughout Minnesota or regions of the
state. Species on this list must be controlled, meaning efforts must be made to
prevent the spread, maturation, and dispersal of any propagating parts, thereby
reducing established populations and
preventing reproduction and spread as
required by Minnesota statute. Additionally, propagation, sale, or transportation of these plants is prohibited except as allowed by Minnesota law:
Narrowleaf Bittercress; Plumeless
Thistle; Spotted Knapweed; Canada
Thistle; Leafy Spurge; Purple
Loosestrife; Wild Parsnip (Except
for non-wild cultivated varieties);
Common Tansy.
Restricted Noxious Weeds:
Restricted noxious weeds are plants

Wild parsnip

Yellow starthistle

GENERAL NOTICE
TO CONTROL OR ERADICATE NOXIOUS
WEEDS UPON YOUR PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given on or before the 15th day of May 2016, pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83 Subd. 1 (2009), that all persons in Scott County,
Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own, occupy
or are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any
lawful method, but the methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent the
spread of viable noxious weed seeds and other propagating parts to other lands.
Failure to comply with the General Notice may mean that an individual notice
will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of
receipt to the appeal committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to
comply with the individual notice will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction
may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the person(s)
who failed to comply. If the work is hired by the inspector, the cost can be placed
as a tax upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected. You
may obtain a list of the plants that are noxious and a list of the members of the
appeal committee from the County Designated Employee or local weed inspector.
The local weed inspectors are township supervisors, city mayors and/or their
appointed assistants.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND CITY WEED INSPECTORS
BELLE PLAINE TOWNSHIP
Douglas Kasper, Supervisor
Robert Koenig, Supervisor
Gary Schmitz, Supervisor

JACKSON TOWNSHIP
Tom Gillham, Supervisor
Tom Weckman, Supervisor
Paul Westveer, Supervisor

SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
Doug Berens, Supervisor
Glenn Kelley, Supervisor
Ted Kowalski, Supervisor

BLAKELEY TOWNSHIP
John Busse, Supervisor
Brian Schmidt, Supervisor
Robert Wagner, Supervisor

LOUISVILLE TOWNSHIP
Robert Pieper, Supervisor
Kevin Theis, Supervisor
John Weckman, Supervisor

CITY OF BELLE PLAINE
Mike Pingalore, Mayor

CITY OF ELKO NEW
MARKET
Robert Crawford, Mayor
NEW
MARKET
TOWNSHIP
CREDIT RIVER TOWNSHIP
Becky
Larson,
Supervisor
Chris Kostik, Supervisor
CITY OF JORDAN
Brent Mohn, Supervisor
Brent Lawrence, Supervisor
Tanya Velishek, Mayor
Marko
Popovich,
Supervisor
Al Novak, Supervisor
Mike
Huntington,
Supervisor
LeRoy Schommer, Supervisor
CITY OF NEW PRAGUE
Chuck Nikolay, Mayor
SAND
CREEK
TOWNSHIP
CEDAR LAKE TOWNSHIP
Chad
Sandey,
Supervisor
Robert Puncochar, Supervisor
CITY OF PRIOR LAKE
Bruce Hunstad, Supervisor
Norman Sticha, Supervisor
Kenneth Hedberg, Mayor
Joe Lambrecht, Supervisor
ST. LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
CITY OF SAVAGE
Hubert Jeurissen, Supervisor
HELENA TOWNSHIP
Janet Williams, Mayor
Ted
Kornder,
Supervisor
Duane Deutsch, Supervisor
Les
Quatmann,
Supervisor
John Wermerskirchen,
CITY OF SHAKOPEE
Supervisor
Bill Mars, Mayor
Ed Nytes, Supervisor

Dan Ekholm, Scott County Code Enforcement Officer,
designated County employee for noxious weed control and enforcement.
Contact at (952) 496-8876 or dekholm@co.scott.mn.us

Buckthorn

that are widely distributed in Minnesota
and are detrimental to human or animal
health, the environment, public roads,
crops, livestock or other property, but
whose only feasible means of control
is to prevent their spread by prohibiting
the importation, sale, and transportation
of their propagating parts in the state
except as allowed by Minnesota statute.
Plants designated as Restricted Noxious
Weeds may be reclassified if effective
means of control are developed:
Garlic Mustard; Glossy Buckthorn
(and all cultivars); Common Reed non-native subspecies,; Common or
European Buckthorn; Multiflora Rose,.
Specially Regulated Plants:
Specially regulated plants are plants
that may be native species or have
demonstrated economic value, but also
have the potential to cause harm in
non-controlled environments. Plants
designated as specially regulated have
been determined to pose ecological,
economical, or human or animal health
concerns. Plant-specific management
plans and or rules that define the use
and management requirements for these
plants will be developed by the MDA
for each plant designated as specially
regulated. Measures must also be taken
to minimize the potential for harm
caused by these plants.
Poison Ivy (Small) Green, must be
eradicated or controlled for public
safety along rights-of-ways, trails,

Any person, corporation, business, or
other retail entity distributing Japanese
and/or giant knotweeds for sale within
the state, must have information directly
affixed to the plant or container packaging that it is being sold with, indicating
that it is unadvisable to plant this species within 100 feet of a water body or
its designated flood plain as defined by
Minnesota law.
A three-year phase-out of the seediest varieties of Japanese Barberry began Jan. 1, 2015. Visit www.mda.state.
mn.us/weedcontrol to learn about the
new regulations.
Enforcement of the Weed Law
If a complaint is received regarding
the presence of noxious weeds or they
are observed upon a property by a designated inspector, the property owner
will be asked to control or eradicate the
weeds located upon their property. Depending on the time of the season, an
owner may be asked to utilize different
methods to control the weed growth.
These methods may include herbicides
or mechanical measures such as cutting/
mowing. Failure to control or eradicate
noxious weeds may result in enforcement actions to include hiring the work
to be done and or citations being issued
for non-compliance. In addressing a
weed issue, your first point of contact
should be either your township or city
office. However, you can also contact
the County’s designated employee for
handling noxious weed issues: Dan
Ekholm can be reached by calling (952)
496-8876 or via e-mail at dekholm@
co.scott.mn.us.

