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A large crowd that included officials from Scott and Carver counties, Shakopee, and Chanhassen; area
legislators; and the public were on hand Nov. 24 for the ribbon-cutting ceremony on the new, four-lane Highway
101 bridge. (Photo courtesy of Kristin Holtz, City of Shakopee)
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4-H teaches new skills
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Highway 101 bridge opens

Grand opening celebrates collaborative project
Several hundred people -- including local and state
officials and U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar and Congressman
Eric Paulson -- were on hand Nov. 24 for the grand opening celebration of the Southwest Reconnect project. The
project included the construction of a four-lane, 4,200foot bridge over the flood-prone Minnesota River bottom
between Shakopee and Chanhassen, plus two new roundabouts on the western side of the project in Carver County.
The project was under construction for 16 months, with
the existing roadway remaining open for all but several
weeks.
Carver County took the lead on the $54 million project,
which was largely funded by state dollars. Carver County
contributed about $5.4 million toward the contract with
Ames Construction; Chanhassen provided $600,000; and
Scott County contributed $500,000, according to Darin
Mielke, Carver County’s assistant public works director.

It has been 50 years since the devastating flood of 1965
that disconnected Scott and Carver counties for several
months. Since then, the Highway 101, Highway 41, and
County Road 9 routes over the Minnesota River have
been shut down numerous times because of high water.
The new bridge is designed to handle a flood as high as
the one that occured in 1965.
Speakers at the grand opening lauded the collaborative
work on the project and spoke about the improved connections it provides for commuters, tourists, commerce,
and families.
The old earthen road will now be removed to allow
for better water flow. Therefore, travelers can still expect
to see trucks and cranes in the area. Also, the biking and
walking trail on the bridge will be completed next spring.
The bridge access on the Shakopee end will also be expanded to four lanes after the old road is removed.

Generosity makes holidays bright
There’s nothing quite like seeing a child smile when they see the
Christmas tree lit up, or watching
them as they open their presents.
But, when the purse strings are already tight, the holiday season is not
always so bright.
The CAP Agency, located at Scott
County’s Workforce Center in Shakopee, provides an adopt-a-family
program that matches those in need
with individuals, families, employee
groups, businesses, church groups,
and service organizations that purchase gifts for sponsored families.
This year, nearly 5,000 individuals
will receive holiday gifts through
the Hope for the Holidays program.
Donors typically receive information about the size of the family
they “adopt,” as well as the ages of
the children, along with suggested
gift ideas. They are asked to bring
the gifts for their families to a central location, and the recipients come
in to pick them up before Christmas.
“Providing entire families with
toys, gifts, and other items during
the holidays not only brings joy to

Most gifts are distributed through the Hope for the Holidays adopt-afamily program, but some donated gifts are still sorted by volunteers
(above) and distributed to families who missed the sign up deadline.

those on the receiving end; the giving,
for many, has become a family tradition,” said Linda Shelton, who coordinates the CAP Agency program.
But beyond merely the giving
of gifts, the Hope for the Holidays
program provides direct aid to many
families. It allows them to stretch

their budgets by reducing or eliminating the added financial pressures many
encounter during the holidays. “This
program helps to build strong ties
within the community,” said Shelton,
“and it promotes the social and emotional development of children in our
community.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Celebrate season of hope, good will,
and peace...and Merry Christmas!

As I write this, the Christmas season just started with a controversy: Starbucks
has removed its “symbols of the season” in favor of a plain red cup. While we
hadn’t even purchased our Thanksgiving turkeys, we were already talking about
Christmas. Yet as Starbucks or pushing the season is not the focus of this article, I
tend to agree with Andy Rooney: “It ought to be against the law to start Christmas
before December.”
Don’t get me wrong, Christmas is my favorite holiday -- it’s just not supposed
to start right after Halloween. And the fact that it does – and that businesses like
Starbucks feel compelled to remove “symbols of the season” from their products or
displays – are an unfortunate reflection on some of the deterioration of our society.
For many people, Christmas is just another holiday. And for too many others, it
represents a season of stress and anxiety as they try to figure out how to buy gifts
that they can’t really afford and try to configure the “perfect” holiday. Too many
feel rushed and pressured, and it’s exacerbated by the fact that they really should
be feeling the joy and comfort of this time of year.
Those of Christian faith revere Christmas as a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ. However, in mainstream culture, Christmas has become more associated
with a prominent commercial holiday. As Lucy said to Charlie Brown in A Charlie
Brown Christmas, “Look, Charlie, let’s face it we all know that Christmas is a big
commercial racket. It’s run by a big eastern syndicate.” I find it ironic (and not in a
removed, amused way) that, despite the commercialization of the entire Christmas
season, many shun the phrase “Merry Christmas.”
In a nation built upon freedom of both speech and religion (in the same First
Amendment, no less), it seems so unfortunate that we avoid the term “Christmas”
and even secular symbols (after all, Santa Claus, elves, and reindeer never pop up
in the New Testament) that denote this holiday. I know it’s a charged phrase, but
I’m pointing at you, “Political Correctness.”
Through a process that I can only describe as shaming, we’ve been led to believe that we must never say or do anything (intentionally or not) that might offend
any person at any time in any circumstance. And therein lies the real conundrum:
It is virtually impossible to never say or do anything that someone might find offensive. I can be certain that the giant yellow candy store on 169 outside of Jordan
who erected a “Join the Movement -- #CarmelApplesMatter” sign meant no harm
or disrespect, yet almost immediately the store began taking heat.
Let’s think more about the meaning of Christmas. From my perspective, Christmas is a holiday that should offend no one. While distinctly religious for Evangelical Christians like me, Christmas is also a holiday that celebrates and promotes
something for everyone. For those of differing faiths, Christmas is a celebration of
hope, good will, and peace – and I am not aware of any faith that does not place a
value on these. For those who are agnostic or atheist, Christmas is a time of family, friends, and community (plus, any smart capitalist would be loathe to ignore
it). For those in the Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, and Muslim faiths (and I know I’m
inadvertently omitting many others), it takes nothing away – in fact, Christmas is
seasonally aligned with many of your holy rites and rituals. The dark and cold of
the winter solstice has always brought people of good will and good faith together
to celebrate humanity, community, peace, and hope.
Christmas should be a time of joy and relaxation. My Christmas wish is that we
set aside the unnecessary hypersensitivity, set aside the commercial trappings of
Christmas which we may not like, and find the joy in all of the parts of the Christmas/Hanukkah/Eid/Kwanzaa/Diwali/winter seasons with which we agree. And for
those who find Christmas difficult because of family tensions or the concerns over
a holiday that can cost too much and stretch tight budgets, I will leave you with
Oren Arnolds’ Christmas gift suggestions:
•
To your enemy, forgiveness.
•
To an opponent, tolerance.
•
To a friend, your heart.
•
To a customer, service.
•
To all, charity.
•
To every child, a good example.
•
To yourself, respect.
I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas as we look forward to a great New
Year.

Scott County achieves AAA bond rating

Scott County was recognized Nov. 17 for receiving the AAA bond rating, the
highest credit rating available. Kathy Aho, president of Springsted, Scott
County’s bond counsel (at right), presented the award to Scott County
Commissioners Tom Wolf, Joe Wagner, Jon Ulrich, Barbara Marschall, and
Mike Beard, and Administrator Gary Shelton. Aho said Scott County is one
of only six Minnesota counties to receive the AAA rating, and one of only 90
counties in the nation. Entities with high bond ratings typically can borrow
money at lower interest rates, thereby saving money on bonded projects.

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through February 2016

December 15		
December 22		
December 29		

----

County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

January 5		
January 12		
January 19		
January 26 		

-----

Regular Annual County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

February 2		
February 9		
February 16		
February 22		

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees.” Please note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible
to be reappointed for another term.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently one vacancy
on this Board, in Commissioner District 1. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges,
attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members,
one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various
ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other month on
the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are four vacancies on the
Council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation
of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of
Health and Human Services; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans,
programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on
the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1
vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Southwest Watershed. The
Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the
implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated
program goals and projects. The commission consists of seven members representing
specific watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (2 vacancies) - The
Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews
of land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities with
local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the
public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The Board meets the second
Tuesday of every month at 6:00 p.m. Members must reside within the Watershed District.
Deadline for submitting an application is January 20, 2016.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This nine-member
committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers
Agreement, including the responsibility to guide the implementation of the watershed
management plan, annual work plan, and budget; and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the JPA. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for
appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River Watershed.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1, Commissioner Joe Wagner: The Cities of Belle Plaine,
Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee
(precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
• District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market
and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New
Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
• District 3, Commissioner Michael Beard: The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
• District 4, Commissioner Barbara Marschall: The Cities of Prior Lake
(precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11, 13).

District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Commuters enjoy hassle-free express bus rides

“I am a bus rider for life,” declares Tami Nelson of
Shakopee. “I love taking the bus. I don’t get stressed
out by traffic, have lessened the wear-and-tear on my
vehicle, and substantially reduced my gas costs. Plus I
get to use the WiFi to catch up on email, check Facebook, or watch a movie, or I can just relax and take a
quick nap. I could never imagine driving daily to work
again.”
Nelson is one of many satisfied riders who hop
on the buses that roll into the Marschall Road, Eagle Creek, and Southbridge Transit Stations in Scott
County Monday through Friday each week. Buses also
pick up riders at Mystic Lake, downtown Prior Lake,
and behind the McDonald’s on CR 42 in Savage.
A survey taken in 2014 indicates that most bus riders agree with Nelson, with the majority indicating
they ride the bus to avoid the stress of driving in traffic, followed by taking it for convenience and to save
money on parking and auto expenses.
There are also many passengers who remain riders
for years. Of the 164 Scott County riders who responded to the survey last year, 50 percent (82 respondents)
said they’ve been riding the bus for one to five years;
24 percent (40 respondents) said they’ve been bus
riders for six to ten years; and seven individuals said
they’ve taken the bus for more than ten years.
One of the most common complaints of riders who
were surveyed last fall was that WiFi wasn’t available
on the buses. That was changed this spring, when free
WiFi service became available for all passengers on
buses serving Scott County.
Another complaint was that some buses were too
crowded, but the expansion of service in February, the
opening of the Marschall Road Transit Station, and
full integration of routes completed in May helped alleviate that problem.
Another issue cited was that there are no restrooms
at the Eagle Creek and Southbridge Crossings stations.
While that remains a problem, the new Marschall Road
Transit Station does have restrooms and a climate controlled waiting area.
There are still concerns that need to be addressed.
Currently, all of the express buses go to Minneapolis and the University of Minnesota and some riders
want service to St. Paul and other locations. They also
would like midday service, although there is a guaranteed ride home in case of an emergency.
Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA), the
operators of the local system since January, has undertaken a comprehensive study to review local transit
service in northern Scott County, including the cities
of Prior Lake, Savage, and Shakopee. The study is
examining unmet needs, opportunities for additional
local routes or service, and connections to existing service. It should be completed by the end of this year.
Results will then be reviewed, but no change in service
is expected until mid-2016, according to Robin Selvig,
a spokesperson for MVTA.

Marschall Road Transit Station

Located at Highway 169 and County Road 17.
1615 Weston Court, Shakopee
Buses: 496, SmartLink, Route 490, Route 493
400 parking spaces
Indoor climate controlled waiting area
Bike racks
Connection to Land to Air Express
Free public WI-FI access: Network name is
Scott County Guest, no password is required

Savage Park & Ride
14121 Huntington Avenue, Savage, MN 55378
one block north of County Road 42 (behind
McDonalds)
Buses: 421, 444, 464

Eagle Creek Park & Ride

6600 Eagle Creek Boulevard, Shakopee
Buses: 490, 491, 492
563 parking spaces
4 Bike lockers; Bike racks

Prior Lake

CR 21 and Main Avenue in downtown area
Dakotah Parkway by Mystic Lake

Southbridge Crossings
Park & Ride

1401 Crossings Boulevard, Shakopee
Buses: 490, 491, 492
500 parking spaces
Heated bus shelters; Bicycle lockers; Bike racks

195 parking spaces; Shelter

For more information about MVTA bus
services visit: www.MVTA.com

Shakopee/Maple Grove
Eligible residents can receive
transit service begins Jan. 19
free help filing tax returns
A “first of its kind” collaborative
effort begins transit service on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016 serving Eden Prairie, Hopkins, Maple Grove, Plymouth,
and Shakopee. Funded directly by the
Minnesota Legislature, the Suburban
Transit Association (STA) will provide
suburb-to-suburb service on Route 494,
with a one-seat ride between Shakopee’s Marschall Road Transit Station and
Station 73 in Plymouth (via SouthWest
Station or the Golden Triangle in Eden
Prairie) with connecting service to/from
Maple Grove Transit Station.
“Jobs and economic development
are very important to me,” said Rep.
Tony Albright of Prior Lake, the author
of the bill in the House. “This suburbto-suburb demonstration project has the
potential to serve thousands of employees in the southwest Twin Cities metro
area. ”
Designed to demonstrate express bus
service between suburbs can be successful in the Twin Cities, Route 494
is aimed at increasing access to major
employment and commercial centers
throughout the Twin Cities western
suburbs.
The service plan includes 20 trips

After Jan. 1, visit
www.S2S494.com
to see the route
schedule for the
suburb-to-suburb
service
operating about every 30 minutes, in
both northbound and southbound directions during the morning and afternoon
peak periods. Buses will be operated by
the Minnesota Valley Transit Authority
(MVTA), SouthWest Transit, and Plymouth MetroLink.
A local peak fare ($2.25 per trip) will
be charged on this demonstration route.
Transfers to local or other routes may
include an additional fee. All buses will
be equipped with regional fare equipment and will accept Go-To cards, Metropasses, tokens, Stored Value cards,
and cash. Change is not available.
Pocket schedules will be available
in mid-December, and a website (www.
S2S494.com) will be launched by January 1.

The 2016 tax season is just around the corner, and -- if you’re one to
plan ahead -- you may already be collecting your documents in anticipation
of filing time. But most people don’t consider filing tax forms to be one of
their favorite pastimes. If you’re in the latter category, it may be helpful to
know that qualifying taxpayers can get free help preparing their federal and
state income tax returns at locations across Minnesota, including right here
in Scott County.
You are eligible for this help if any of the following are true:
•

•

Individuals making $30,000 or less per year
Families making $53,000 or less per year
• You are a senior citizen;
• You are disabled; or
• You speak limited or no English.

Scott County free tax preparation sites:
• New Creation Lutheran Church
• Shakopee Community Center
• Prior Lake Library
• Savage Library
Help with your tax return is available during the entire 2016 tax season.
Most free tax preparation sites are open February 1 through April 15. For
more information or assistance locating the nearest free tax preparation site
near you, contact University of Minnesota/Scott County Extension Financial
Capability Educator, Shawna Faith Thompson, at (952) 492-5383 or shawnaft@umn.edu.
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Healthy SCENE
By Lisa Brodsky
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Is your MN driver’s license
valid for boarding airplanes?
New regulations may require additional ID

Public Health Director

Looking after your mental health

Mental health impacts each one of us every day. We all have mental health, just
as we all have physical health. Much of the conversation around mental health
often focuses on mental illness, but there is much more to mental well-being than
just the absence of mental disorders or disabilities.
Mental health is defined as a state of well-being in which every individual realizes his or her own potential, deals with the normal stresses of life, works productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to her or his community. It’s
about how each of us thinks and feels, our outlook on life, and how we cope with
life’s ups and downs. In short, there is no “health” without good mental health.
So what do we need for good mental health?
According to ABC Health & Wellbeing, there are several attributes that are important for good mental health. These include:
• Positive emotions: All things considered, how happy do you feel?
• Engagement: Taking an interest in your work and activities.
• Relationships: Having people in your life that you care for and who care
about you.
• Meaning and purpose: Feeling that what you do in life is valuable and
worthwhile.
• Accomplishment: Feeling that what you do gives you a sense of
accomplishment and makes you feel competent.
• Emotional stability: Feeling calm and peaceful.
• Optimism: Feeling positive about your life and your future.
• Resilience: Being able to bounce back in the face of adversity.
• Self-esteem: Feeling positive about yourself.
• Vitality: Feeling energetic.
Specific ways to promote good mental health include early childhood intervention (such as home visiting for pregnant women and new moms), child and youth
development programs, mental health promotional activities in schools, mental
health interventions at work (such as stress prevention programs), social support
for seniors, community programs to reduce social isolation, and promotion of opportunities and care of individuals with mental disorders, to name a few.
Good mental health strengthens our ability to make good life choices and have
healthy relationships. In children, it helps them discover and grow towards their
potential. Good mental health also benefits employers, as it associated with higher productivity, better performance, more consistent work attendance, and fewer
workplace accidents. Long term benefits of good mental health also include improved quality of life and increased life expectancy.
In other words, caring for your mind as well as your body means you’ll not only
live longer, but better.

There is a lot of media coverage
right now regarding what we are going
to be required to board a plane, when,
and why. Here’s some history: Back in
2005, the “Real ID Act” was passed by
the federal government. In essence, this
Act requires the states to meet minimum
standards in card security. In 2009, the
Minnesota Legislature prohibited implementation of the federal Real ID Act
(Session Law 92 -- HF 988): “The commissioner of public safety is prohibited
from taking any action to implement or
to plan for the implementation by this
state of those sections of Public Law
109-13 known as the Real ID Act.”
The result? Minnesotans’ identity documents are not compliant with federal
requirements.
So beginning “no sooner than 2016,”
boarding a commercial aircraft requires
you to have identification that meets the
federal standards. Starting at some point
in 2016 (unless an extension is granted),
we will no longer be able to get on a
flight with a regular Minnesota ID or
driver’s license – we will have to have
a passport book, a passport card, or an
“Enhanced MN License/ID Card.” The
Department of Homeland Security has
said they will give ample notice before
full implementation; as of now, they
have not provided that notice. In order
to ensure you are prepared for travel,
below are a few options that you have.
You can:
•
Use a passport book or card to
fly within the U.S.
•
If you: have a valid unexpired
book or card, you are all set. Make sure
you carry this with you when traveling.
•
If you: have a book but want a
card (as an adult 16 and over), you can

apply for the card by mail with the U.S.
Department of State with a DS-82 form.
You need a new photo and to send your
book with the application. You will receive both in the mail. $30 is the cost
for an adult passport card plus the photo
(Scott County charges $10 for a photo).
•
If you: have a card but want a
book (as an adult), same as above is true.
Have a new photo taken and send with
your card, and the cost is $11 plus the
photo.
•
If you: have nothing (or you are
under 16), you can apply for a book or
card here at the Passport Office at the
Scott County Government Center. The
forms and document requirements are
available at the Department of State’s
website at http://travel.state.gov/content/
passports/en/passports.html. Passport applications are taking up to eight weeks
for processing, unless you wish to expedite for an additional fee. Passports are
valid for 10 years for adults (16 and over)
and five years for anyone under 16.
•
If you: do not want a passport
but would like to get an Enhanced MN
license or ID card, you can view the
document requirements here: https://
dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/Pages/driverslicense-information.aspx#EDL.
These applications are not accepted
at our office here in Scott County – the
closest location is the Eagan Exam Station. The link contains the information
about what documents are required. The
fee is an additional $15 and will take
four to six weeks to process. This is valid until your license/ID expires (every
four years.)
Should you want to dig more into
it, visit the Department of Homeland
Security’s FAQs at www.dhs.gov/
real-id-public-faqs.
Safe travels!

Oldenburgs good stewards in Blakeley Township

The Oldenburg farm, homesteaded in 1863, is nestled in the rolling hillsides of Blakeley Township. The
terrain quite naturally lends itself to problems with
erosion, ravines, and runoff in spite of its beauty. But
Randy and Jane, along with those renting their farmland, are doing everything they can to foresee, minimize, and repair any potential consequences with conservation practices.
With direction from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) staff, they’ve installed
almost 10 projects over the last 15 years, dotting their
farmable and non-farmable land. Working with the
flow of water, the lay of the land, and the latest technology, these environmental practices have actually
resulted in clearer waters, healthier wetlands, and less
erosion. In one case, a water and sediment control basin saved 28 tons of soil loss, sediment, and phosphorus a year from entering local waters.
Since 2001, the couple has made a conscious effort to invest in conservation, with their own money
and with federal and county funds that are available
to qualifying landowners. One example is the living
snow fence they planted almost 14 years ago. Until
this planting, they experienced impassable blowing
snow and drifting along German Road, watching as
County plows spent hours busting through and clearing the road or traffic. They worked with Scott SWCD
staff on installing a three-acre tree line (cedar, spruce,
and lilac) that formed the “living snow fence” on the
east side of their property. The starter seedlings, purchased from the Scott SWCD tree program, now stand
up to 20 feet tall and play a critical role in catching
blowing snow before it even gets to the road, improving safety while providing cover and nesting habitat
for wildlife as well.
Also in 2001, Randy and Jane decided to clear out
some dying trees in a ravine along Roberts Creek. But
the trees didn’t go to waste: The cherry, ash, and walnut trees were cut, treated, and now provide beautiful
flooring throughout their home. Their daughter also

Working with SWCD, Randy and Jane Oldenburg
have installed conservation projects that retain
soil and keep water clean.

lives on the homestead, in the original home built by
Oldenburg ancestors. The couple’s other children live
in Shakopee, Henderson, and Belle Plaine.
The next project? To guard against sediment washing down hillsides during heavy rains, they decided
to plant a couple areas -- almost 12 acres -- into filter
strips at various sites. These strips of natural grasses
now hold soil in place and filter any pollutants before
they reach nearby ditches and wetlands. More than
10 years later, these structures are still performing the
way they were designed to do.
In 2002 and 2009, the Oldenburgs again worked
with Scott SWCD staff to install three water and sediment control basins (WASCBs). These are basically
earth embankments constructed across a slope to form

a sediment trap and water-holding basin during heavy
rains. These commonly used structures reduce gully
erosion, keep sediment from flowing to local waters,
and reduce and manage runoff, all while improving
water quality downstream.
They also take good care and monitor the condition
of the wetland on their property, home to ducks, geese,
deer, and returning swans. The wetland is named the
“German Settlement Wetland,” with farming partners
the Krentz and Panning families. Many of the Oldenburgs’ farmable acres are rented out.
Randy has worked off the farm for 17 years with
Chard Tiling & Excavating out of Belle Plaine. Jane
is also from the area, having grown up on her parents’
(Don and Marion Breeggemann) farm near Marystown. Jane remembers her parents being involved in
restoring a wetland there, so land care was also an
ethic passed on to her through the years.
Because both have farming backgrounds, the Oldenburgs -- now six generations of conservationists
-- realize the importance of caring for the land. Today, they agree, those in the ag and rural areas have to
consider bringing back more pasture and wooded areas, keeping soil covered, and guard against behaviors
such as using more chemicals on fields.
In more recent years, the Oldenburgs installed a
grade stabilization structure, which prevents the formation or advancement of gullies. They also installed
another water and sediment control basin due to erosion they were experiencing due to field tillage. Scott
SWCD staff is also working with the Oldenburgs on
putting in terraces in spring 2016 to control erosion
and runoff in a couple farm locations.
“Conservation projects work. They save soil and
reduce erosion,” Randy summed up. “We’re proud of
our homestead that has been around for several generations. With improvements, it will continue to be the
Oldenburg farm for generations to come.” For more
information on these and other conservation projects,
contact the Scott SWCD office in Jordan, located on
the Scott County Fairgrounds at (952) 492-5425.
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Raising backyard poultry
is a fun, practical hobby
There are many reasons people raise
backyard chickens in the city. Many
say they enjoy chickens as companion
animals, much like dogs or cats. Some
people keep backyard chickens as a
family tradition, for egg production, to
teach children about food production,
to control insects, or because they just
enjoy these friendly, feathered birds. A
2007 USDA survey revealed that the
most common reason for having backyard chickens was for fun or as a hobby.
Backyard chickens are similar in
feeding and care as a dog or a cat.
Chickens require clean fresh water, a
proper ration of feed, and grit or ground
cherry stone (which is used in the gizzard to grind their food for better digestibility), all which can be purchased at a
feed store or a local farm store. Laying
hens may require some additional calcium supplemented in the form of oyster shells to produce strong eggshells.
Chickens can be fed table scraps or
meal worms as a treat. Scratch grain -which is a mixture of cracked corn, oats,
and other grains -- can be tossed on the
ground to keep the birds active and less
bored. Feed should be kept in a tightly
sealed container to prevent rodents.
Chickens are housed in an enclosed
structure (a coop) and have an outside
fenced area called a “run.” Roosts are
the perches where the chickens rest and
sleep at night. Nest boxes are provided
for the hens to lay their eggs in. The
chicken coop should be the proper size
for the number of chickens you have,

and provide proper ventilation, windows for lighting, and good insulation.
During Minnesota winters, an additional
light may be used for heat and to extend
the day length necessary for consistent
egg production. The chicken run should
be fenced to keep out predators such as
fox, mink, and owls.
The chicken coop should be cleaned
on a weekly basis, and more often if
manure builds up. Clean bedding in
the form of wood shavings or straw can
be placed on the floor and in the nest
boxes. The manure and bedding can
be composted to provide rich fertilizer
for your vegetable or flower garden. A
clean coop provides a healthy environment for your chickens and helps prevent disease.
As with any pet, be sure to wash your
hands after caring for and handling your
chickens.
Check your city’s website for ordinances on backyard chickens. Shakopee, Savage, and Jordan permit chickens
within city limits. Scott County also has
an ordinance permitting small quantities
of hens in rural residential areas. Agriculturally zoned land is not restricted.
The ordinance will tell you the allowable number of chickens you may have,
the sex of chickens you many keep (in
many cities, roosters are not allowed),
setbacks from neighboring property,
along with the rules for the size and
height of chicken coop and run, proper
storage of feed, and if permitting or a
license fee is required.
Raising backyard chickens as a
hobby or for a 4-H project is a fun and
rewarding experience. To learn more
about backyard and small flock poultry,
visit the University of Minnesota Extension Poultry website at www.extension.
umn.edu/agriculture/poultry/ and click
on the “Small Farms” poultry page.

Some dream of sugarplums,
some dream of lunkers...
While the lazy, crazy, hazy days of
summer fishing are nothing but a pleasant memory, many anglers are gearing
up for that most Minnesotan of winter
activities: ice fishing! But it certainly
pays to know and follow the state rules,
regardless of season. So here’s a little
refresher.
To legally fish in Minnesota, all
residents of Minnesota, age 16 to 89,
must have a current Minnesota fishing license unless an exemption applies. According to the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), Minnesota
residents are: People who maintain a
legal residence in Minnesota for at least
60 consecutive days prior to purchasing a license and, if 21 years of age or
older, must present a current Minnesota
Driver’s License or ID card. A person
younger than 21 who is a child of a resident qualifies as well.
There are, of course, exemptions to
this rule. Fishing licenses are not required for the following individuals:
• Residents younger than 16.
• Residents 90 and older.
• Minnesota residents enlisted in the
U.S. Armed Forces, stationed outside
the state, and home on leave (you must
carry leave or furlough papers while
fishing or transporting fish).
• A Minnesota resident who has served
in federal active service outside the
U.S. during the preceding 24 months
and is now discharged from overseas
duty (you must carry discharge papers
while fishing or transporting fish).
• A Minnesota resident older than 16

who is developmentally disabled or
a veteran with a 100 percent serviceconnected disability. These licenses
are only available from the DNR
License Center.
•A
Minnesota
resident
who is
legally blind,
receiving SSI or SSDI, receiving
worker’s compensation for total and
permanent disability, a ward of the
Commissioner of Human Services, or
a resident of a state institution that has
an approved application. SSI or SSDI
benefit verification is available online
at www.socialsecurity.gov, by calling
1(800)772-1213, or at your local
Social Security office. You must have
a current letter from Social Security
stating disability or SSI benefits.

Anglers who meet certain qualifications may obtain a free license from
1(888)646-6367. These licenses are
required for:
• An in-patient of a U.S. Veterans
Administration hospital.
• A resident of a Minnesota licensed
nursing or boarding care home.
• Foreign exchange students may
receive a free annual angling license
with proof of their foreign exchange
student status.
Happy fishing – and don’t forget to
take photos!
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A newly approved County ordinance will permit solar gardens, with
restrictions, in Scott County townships.

County approves ordinance
to permit solar gardens
The County Board officially amended the zoning ordinance last month to
allow solar gardens in the County’s agricultural, commercial, industrial, and
some portions of the urban expansion
zoning districts. The new ordinance attempts to establish a balance between
accommodating this type of interim
land use with the rural character of
the County, by establishing maximum
power capacity, panel height, setbacks
from property lines and adjacent homes,
decommissioning rules, and screening
requirements.
“It was very important to the Planning Commission to ensure that this
type of energy infrastructure land use
is compatible to our rural setting,” said
Planning Manager Brad Davis. To accomplish this, the ordinance requires
more extensive screening from roads
and adjacent homes than what is required in other model county standards.
It also requires assurances that all panels will be removed and the site be restored to its natural condition at the end
of its use, said Davis.
Any landowner interested in siting a
community solar garden on their property should contact the Scott County
Planning Department to review the new
ordinance standards and get more details. Applications for community solar gardens on specified properties will
now be accepted. Planning staff can be
reached at (952) 496-8475.
Community solar gardens are centrally located solar photovoltaic systems
that provide electricity to participating
subscribers. Across the state, people
are starting to see solar gardens crop up

near wastewater treatment plants, utility
buildings, college campuses, and farm
fields.
There has been growing interest in
community solar gardens as a result of
state legislation passed in 2013 requiring Xcel Energy to provide 1.5 percent
of their energy from solar by 2020. The
law also creates a goal of obtaining
10 percent from solar by 2030. A federal tax subsidy, set to expire in 2016,
is also driving interest in developing
solar gardens. Private solar developers
are actively looking for sites in Xcel Energy’s service territory – including sites
in Scott County -- to construct these solar gardens. These solar developers are
typically looking to purchase or lease 25
to 35 acres of land for no fewer than 25
years.
In response to the growing number of
inquiries from private property owners
and solar garden developers interested
in locating this type of land, the County
Planning Commission and planning
staff started working on amending the
zoning ordinance to allow solar gardens
as a principal land use. The Planning
Commission held two workshops last
summer to receive input on zoning rules
from township officials, farm advisory
board, solar developers, and landowners
interested in locating a garden on their
property. The Planning Commission
also weighed the tremendous input received through Speak Up Scott County,
the County’s new on-line discussion
forum. Over 135 people viewed this
forum and 25 people provided written
comments.

Attention grandparents: Watch
out for phony debt collectors

Did your grandma keep an eye out for
cheaters? (No, not that kind of cheater.)
Back in the day, if a salesman knocked
on her front door, did she wave them
off? Before caller ID, did she hang up
on telemarketers?
But would she have fallen for a call
from a phony debt collector? Maybe,
especially if the debt collector said she
was responsible for a grandchild’s debt.
This is a contemporary scam that has already conned far too many people.
Here’s what’s happening: A fake
debt collector calls you. They want to
collect on a debt your grandchild (supposedly) failed to pay. They ask you to
wire money, send a prepaid card or give
your credit card number immediately.
And if you won’t – or can’t – pay?
That’s when the threats begin:
“Your grandchild will be arrested.”
“He’ll lose his job.”
“We’ll suspend her driver’s license.”
Unless you co-signed a loan, you’re
never responsible for someone else’s
debt. In fact, debt collectors can’t legally tell you that someone – anyone – else
even has a debt.
If you get one of these calls, stop.

Callers might imply grandchildren
need help.

Don’t be rushed into sending money.
Don’t verify any personal or financial
information. And hang up if the caller
threatens you. Debt collectors can’t
do that. It’s not legal. Once you’re off
the phone, report the call to the FTC at
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov.
If you have questions about other
scams and how to handle them, contact
Shawna Thompson, Financial Capability Extension Educator, at shawnaft@
umn.edu or (952) 492-5383.
Source: Cristina Miranda, Consumer Education Specialist, Federal Trade
Commission, July 10, 2015.
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Environmental SCENE
By Paul Nelson
Environmental Health Manager

A gigantic thank you!

I have now been manager of the Environmental Services program for a year, and
I am truly stunned by how many people volunteer their time to protect and improve
the environment of Scott County. It amounts to thousands of people, and demonstrates a substantial commitment. There are also a large number of landowners putting conservation on their land, and agencies who provide funding and assistance.
Below is a partial list of some of the assistance received in 2015. Collectively,
these efforts make a significant difference.
• Several volunteers who collect water quality samples from lakes.
• Over 70 landowners who have committed to installing conservation practices
on their land.
• Staff at the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) who assist
landowners.
• The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) who awarded us
a $2.2 million grant to improve Sand Creek.
• A half dozen landowners in the Blakeley area who dedicated land for the
construction of erosion control practices.
• Thirty people from Carver and Scott Counties who went through training to
become Master Recyclers.
• Ten thousand homeowners and small businesses who brought their household
hazardous waste, electronic waste, and tires to the Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) facility for proper disposal.
• Hundreds of Adopt-a-Highway volunteers.
• Several hardware stores, which are now accepting used paint and properly
disposing of it through the PaintCare program.
• Dozens of community leaders who volunteer to serve on the Watershed
Planning, Parks Advisory, Solids Waste Advisory, and Lake Advisory
committees.
• About a dozen people who volunteer their time to serve as Managers for the
Prior Lake – Spring Lake and Lower Minnesota Watershed Districts, as well
as the Cedar Lake Improvement District.
• Hundreds of sportsmen’s club and lake association members who operate
winter aerators on a number of lakes, host ice off clean-up events, and other
conservation-related activities.
• Volunteer rainfall monitors who collect valuable data.
• Hundreds of volunteers who have donated time for buckthorn removal and
vegetation planting projects hosted at various parks.
To everyone involved, the Scott County Board, County Environmental Services
staff, and I thank you!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County changes grading
permit requirements for
agricultural, development land
Scott County Ordinance Chapter 6,
covering stormwater management, erosion control, and wetlands, has been
changed. Chapter 6 provides for protection and preservation of the County’s
water resources and protection of both
upstream and downstream property
owners from the impacts caused by development and grading activities.
Chapter 6 applies only to land use activities in the townships of Scott County.
If you are located within city limits, city
ordinances control stormwater management. Questions from residents of the
cities of Scott County should be directed to the city.
The changes to Chapter 6 address
two items:
•
Updating the ordinance to be
consistent with state and federal stormwater management requirements in the
County’s National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit,
and...
•
Requiring a grading permit for
specific agricultural activities associated with the importation of fill material.
Changes regarding the state and
federal requirements generally consist
of defining requirements for redevelopment, and for managing one inch of
runoff from impervious surfaces (i.e.,
pavement and rooftops) created by new
development. Other minor changes include adding expiration dates for grading permits and the sources of data to be
used for calculations.
With respect to agriculture, the
County is becoming aware of more and
more drainage issues occurring between

Use salt as last resort for snow removal
Much of what we apply to our lawns, driveways,
and yards eventually ends up in our rivers, lakes, and
wetlands. So this winter, it’s important to remember if
you plan to use ice melt products, use them sparingly
and choose the products that best fit the conditions and
temperatures outside.
Here are some helpful tips:
• Remove as much snow as possible with a shovel
or snow blower.
• Choose the correct products. Different projects
work at different temperatures.

•
•

Use sand, not rock salt, for traction. It’s a better
choice for the environment.
Less than four cups of a product will cover your
average two-car driveway and sidewalk.

All de-icers, including rock salt, are harmful to our
environment. When snow melts, it travels to our lakes
and rivers through storm drains. Just one teaspoon of
salt can pollute five gallons of water, and salt never
disappears or breaks down. And some de-icers also
contain chloride, which interferes with the immune
and reproductive systems of fish and can cause serious and deadly dehydration
in many mammals that live
around lakes, streams, and
rivers. Everyday decisions do
matter!

farming plots and adjacent residential
properties in areas of the County guided
and zoned for a mix of rural-residential
and agricultural uses. These issues
can be particularly significant when
large amounts of material (i.e., fill) are
brought into a property for agricultural
activities which can change or disrupt
drainage patterns, impacting neighboring properties. The County will now
require a grading permit to review these
potential conflicts and address them prior to the work occurring.
The thought is that drainage issues
can be identified and addressed ahead of
time through proper review of a grading
permit. The change does not prohibit
filling, it just requires a grading permit
when greater than 500 cubic yards of
material are imported into a site. Normal agricultural activities -- such as
tilling, plowing, disking, and planting,
along with internal erosion repairs -continue to be exempt from any County
grading permit.
If you have a grading activity planned
and wonder whether you need a permit,
we encourage you to call us at (952)
496-8375. For most small projects, the
review process is not overly burdensome, and is less time-consuming than
dealing with ordinance violations or
drainage problems after the fact.

Shop for American
made products
With the holiday season upon us, there is one important thought to keep in the back of your mind as
you finish your shopping: Try to buy American-made
products!
Our manufacturing base is being increasingly
moved overseas, and trillions of dollars in economic
activity is moving with it. The trade imbalance continues to increase. When we stop making the products
that we buy, jobs become scarce and wages begin to
fall. Rising unemployment hurts our country in many
ways.
You can make a difference by buying products made
by Americans. Shifting even a few items a month
from overseas production locations back to our nation
will make a real difference over time. Someone has to
make that sweater, tool, or toy that you are thinking of
buying; why not an American citizen? Not only will
we be supporting an American manufacturing job, we
will also be helping dozens of suppliers who service
that company, and all of their employees too.
When you find yourself pondering which product
to buy in a store, take a moment to read the label and
see where it was manufactured.
Here are just a few websites that can help you to
find American-made products. There are many others
out there too, so do some digging…you’ll likely be
pleasantly surprised!
http://madeinusa.com
http://madeinusaforever.com
www.americanmadeworkboots.com
www.americanmadeproducts.com
www.americansworking.com
www.cnn.com/2012/07/13/living/made-inamerica/
http://sewnintheusa.co/
www.cnbc.com/id/100789215
www.howtobuyamerican.com
www.madeinusa.org

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Rahr donates $20,000 to Scott County 4-H

By Mary Schoenbauer, Scott County Extension Administrative Specialist
Scott County 4-Hers and families, along with Scott County Fairgoers, will likely
notice something different about the 4-H Food Stand next summer at the County
Fair. As a show of support for Scott County communities and their youth, Rahr
Corporation (headquartered in Shakopee) has donated $20,000 to make desperately
needed improvements to the 4-H Food Stand. The Food Stand is one of the major
fundraising opportunities that 4-Hers and their families participate in every year.
4-H is the nation’s largest positive youth development and youth mentoring organization for kids ages six to 18. 4-H grows confident, capable, and caring kids
with the life skills to thrive in today’s world and reach their boldest dreams for
tomorrow.
Rahr Corporation is a family-owned company that produces and distributes malt
and industry-related brewing supplies. They are heavily invested in their people,
Lego robotics program to begin
facilities, and products. This is evidenced through their generous donation to the
Calling all Lego Robotics enthusiasts! If you enjoy building with Legos, Scott County 4-H program by way of one of their long-time employees, Marilyn
computer technology, and learning, this is the group for you. A start up night Tech. Marilyn’s long-term employment with Rahr is only superseded by her longwill be held on Monday, January 11, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the Scott County term commitment to 4-H. She participated in 4-H as a youth, engaged as a 4-H
Extension office. At this meeting, we will be setting up dates and times for leader when her children became 4-Hers, and continues to be an active leader as her
the spring classes. For more information or to register, please call or email grandchildren are now active 4-H members.
Katie Schneider, 4-H Program Coordinator, at (952) 492-5384 or schne616@
In visiting with Jesse Theis, Chief Operating Officer and local resident, it beumn.edu.
came very apparent that Marilyn is an exemplary and esteemed employee. He indicated that she was very instrumental in Rahr moving forward with a donation of
this size. Staff at the Scott County Extension office also has high regard for the
volunteer efforts Marilyn extends to the 4-H program.
Our 4-H families are incredibly appreciative of this donation. These dollars will
go a long way to make the necessary improvements to their food stand, which will
help them accomplish their fundraising goals.

Join 4-H now to enjoy
learning opportunities

With winter settling in for a long nap,
many parents are looking for fun and
exciting things to do with their children
while avoiding the cold. This is why it
is so important to get your children involved in programming that will make a
lasting impact on their lives.
The 4-H program offers kids an opportunity to be involved in a community
of young people across America who
are learning leadership, citizenship, and
life skills. Youth development organizations exist to promote the positive,
healthy development of young people.
4-H is the oldest and largest publicly
funded youth development organization.
Young people join and enjoy the 4-H
program because it gives them a chance
to learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new situations, make new friends, and – most
of all – have fun! 4-Hers do this in a
number of ways.
First, they can start locally in a 4-H
club. Scott County offers 4-H clubs in
all of our communities. Here, youth can
learn about any topic that interest them.
4-Hers can then go on to participate in
project days, camps, public speaking
contests, 4-H fairs, conferences (both
locally and nationally), and so much
more! Some youth participate through
after school programs or other adventure opportunities. Each 4-H member
defines their own 4-H experience, so the
possibilities are endless.
4-H membership is open to all youth,
kindergarten to age 19; whether they
live in cities, towns, or rural areas;
whatever their race, religion, or gender.
The Scott County 4-H program has over
400 members and 100 adult volunteers.
In the 4-H program, young people
become involved in the various project
areas. No matter what he or she is interested in, 4-H has the project area for

Ag News
•
•
•

everyone. Some project areas that can
be explored include photography, arts
and crafts, shooting sports, wildlife,
veterinary science, child development,
clothing, shop, small engines, computer, lawn and landscape, gardening, food
and nutrition, animal science, and much
more! 4-H projects are fun, hands-on
learning activities that challenge youth
to explore different areas of interest.
Why join now? Winter brings the
start of our new 4-H year! There are numerous workshop opportunities – such
as sewing, pie making, and the start of
Shooting Sports -- and there will be
plenty of time to start your County Fair
projects.
To find out how to start or join a
4-H club in your area or for winter programming opportunities, call the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 4925410 or email Katie Schneider, Scott
County 4-H Program Coordinator, at
schne616@umn.edu. Enrollments can
be taken all year round.

4-H youth created hay bale art for the
Scott County Fairgrounds.

The Scott County Agricultural Society Annual Meeting had a
wonderful turnout at Cedar Ridge Arabians on Nov. 23. Thanks
to everyone who made it such a success.
Dreaming of summer? Please contact the Scott County Fair
office if you would like to volunteer at the Scott County Fair (July
27 - 31, 2016).
Mark your calendars! The next Autumn Fare will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 1, 2016.

The check from Rahr Corporation for $20,000 was presented by William Rahr
(at left), President and Chief Executive Officer, and Marilyn Tech (second
from right), Rahr Executive Administrative Assistant. Receiving the donation
on behalf of Scott County 4-H was Katie Schneider (second from left), Scott
County 4-H Coordinator, and Mary Schoenbauer (at right), Scott County
Extension Administrative Specialist.

Orientation for 4-H Shooting
Sports project set for Jan. 7
Shooting Sports are games of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration. In the 4-H Shooting Sports project,
youth gain important skills that carry
over into the rest of their lives. The
program focuses on decision making,
teamwork, self-discipline, building selfconfidence, and problem solving. It also
focuses on safety, sportsmanship, fostering positive relationships with peers
and adults, building awareness of career
opportunities, and strengthening connections with families through participation in lifelong recreational activities.
Within the Shooting Sports and
Wildlife project areas, there is something for everyone. They follow a curriculum developed by the University of
Minnesota Extension Program, and programs are taught by nationally or statecertified 4-H instructors. These adults
instruct 4-H members in firearm safety
and marksmanship and also wildlife
curriculum. The shooting disciplines
include archery, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, and hunting. Within
these disciplines, 4-H members are
able to test their shooting, hunting, and
sportsmanship skills in county, regional,

and national
competitions.
The Scott
County Shooting
Sports
program
is
open to all
youth in third
grade through
one year post
Shooting Sports
high
school
teaches new skills.
and meets at
the SCALE regional training facility in Jordan on Thursdays from 7 to 9
p.m. If you are interested in the Shooting Sports program or would like more
information, please plan to attend the
Shooting Sports Orientation and Sign
Up meeting on Jan. 7, 2016 at 7 p.m. at
the SCALE regional training facility in
Jordan. (If inclement weather forces a
cancellation on January 7, it will then be
held on Jan. 14, 2016.) Both youth and
their parents are strongly encouraged to
attend this meeting, which will review
rules, forms, winter schedules, and recommended equipment lists. For more
information call Katie, 4-H Program
Coordinator, at (952) 492-5384.
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Repairs on Prior Lake Outlet Channel continue

By Andrea Slotke, GreenCorps
Member, Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District
Lake levels rising, water rushing,
people racing to sandbag their property,
culverts blown out, roads underwater...
all as the rain continued to fall. How
could anyone forget the flood of 2014?
At 906.17 feet, June 30, 2014 holds the
highest lake level recorded for Prior
Lake in the last hundred years. Damage
was widespread, impacting urban and
rural landowners alike. For some, this
disaster is over and life is back to normal, but for the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District, massive repair work
is just beginning.
The watershed district experienced
over $900,000 in damages from the
2014 flood to the Prior Lake Outlet
Channel alone.
The outlet channel was constructed
in 1983 to address high lake level issues on Prior Lake and to act as a trunk
stormwater system for the City of Prior
Lake, the City of Shakopee, and later,
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. When Prior Lake reaches a
water level of 902.5 feet, it discharges
into the outlet channel, which eventually flows into the Minnesota River.
During the 2014 flood, the outlet
channel functioned properly while con-

approval for federally-financed repairs.
Specific repairs along the outlet channel
will include:
• tree and woody debris removal
• removal of sediment
• culvert replacements
• streambank restoration

Damaged culverts along the Prior Lake Outlet Channel will be among the
repairs made next year using state and federal disaster relief funds.

tinuously receiving water from the elevated Prior Lake. Water rushed through
the Channel at a rate and volume never
experienced before; thus, this extreme
water velocity, coupled with the duration of rainfall events, caused significant
damage throughout the Channel. Trees
fell, sediment was distributed, and over
20,000 feet of bank erosion occurred.
Many of these problems still exist, but

the District is implementing solutions.
Although the outlet channel suffered substantial damage, it prevented
even more. Engineers have estimated
that without the Channel, water levels
on Prior Lake could have reached 910
feet. The Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District has been working with
the Federal Emergency Management
Administration (FEMA) and received

There are 37 property owners along
the Channel. According to Diane Lynch,
District Administrator, “The extensive
repair work in the Channel that will be
undertaken over the next year is a perfect opportunity for us to reach out to
the affected property owners and provide information, hear their concerns,
and offer ideas that they may want to
implement.”
The District plans to keep residents
informed throughout this process. To
achieve this goal, an education and
outreach plan has been created for the
outlet channel. Landowners will receive technical information and timely
updates on repair work, as well as opportunities to share their experience and
provide feedback. For more information
on outlet channel repair efforts please
contact Diane Lynch, District Administrator, at (952) 440-0067 or dlynch@
plslwd.org.

Students attend 30th SWCD
Outdoor Education Days
Almost 1,200 fifth graders from 14
Scott County schools learned about
conservation at outdoor stations set up
in a 10-acre woods near New Prague.
For the past 30 years, the John Bisek, Sr.
family members have shared its property for this fall field trip for schools from
New Prague, Elko New Market, Belle
Plaine, Savage, and Shakopee.
Collin Schoenecker, Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
staff, asked teams questions about wildlife, invasive species, and the environment during a “Jeopardy”-style game
of student teams. This station was
one of six learning sessions; at others,
students...
… got to touch and feel the textures
of different soil types and discuss why
soil is more than just “dirt”
… caught mosquitoes in random
containers that unintentionally hold water in a typical yard, and also learned

Funds available
for improvements
in Credit River
watershed

about the life cycle of a mosquito
… drew tree cookies of their lives and
found out what trees need to be healthy
… were entertained by CLIMB Theatre actors, whose superhero “Can Man”
taught them about hazardous chemicals,
along with recycling and reusing trash
… played bingo after learning about
the importance of pollinators and the six
parts of a plant.
Interestingly, Collin attended the
event himself as a fifth grader; his father
Doug, a retired SWCD staff member,
used to teach at the OED soils station
and is now on the Scott SWCD Board
of Supervisors. Special thanks to staff
from local organizations who presented
at the various stations: Scott-Carver
Master Gardeners, Metropolitan Mosquito Control District, Scott SWCD,
Scott County Environmental Health and
Natural Resources, and the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources.

Do you live in the Credit River watershed? If you do, and are interested in
making improvements on your land to
protect the Credit River, you may apply
for technical and financial assistance.
The Scott Watershed Management
Organization (WMO), in partnership
with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), is currently
providing cost-share funding through
a state grant for landowners who wish
to make improvements to their land,
while correcting erosion issues or creating habitat for wildlife. The grant ends
June 30, so landowners can apply now
The Credit River watershed includes
for spring installation!
Eligible practices include raingar- parts of Savage, and Credit River and
dens, wetland restoration, native prairie New Market townships.
Not sure if your property falls withplantings, shoreline plantings, stream
bank stabilization, and grade control in the Credit River watershed? Check
structures. Projects need to be approved out the map above or contact the Scott
for cost share, installed and certified SWCD office in Jordan with questions
as soon as possible at (952) 492-5425.
complete before June 30, 2016.

Collin Schoenecker, a member of the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) staff, played a “Jeopardy”-style game with students using
questions about wildlife, invasive species, and the environment during the
30th Annual Outdoor Educaton Days.

New SWCD tree website
makes ordering easier

Most of us have become used to
using PayPal or similar e-commerce
sites. The Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) has
launched a new website for its annual young tree and seed mix sale.
The website (www.scottswcdtrees.
com) has photos of all products for
sale from now through April 2016,
including brief descriptions of 33 varieties of seedlings, native seed mixes, and plant plug kits; along with Order seedlings now to grow a beautiful
tree mats; spades; marking flags; and windbreak on your property.
rain barrels.
The process for ordering is simple. Merely select the item and quantity, and
the items will be added to your shopping cart. You can then check out using Visa,
Mastercard, Discover, or American Express payments. Orders will not be shipped
to your home or business; instead, all orders will be assembled and may be picked
up at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan, as in the past. The dates for pickup
will be Friday, April 29, and Saturday, April 30.
If you are new to the program, welcome! Please let us know how the process
worked for you, and if you have any questions about our products. If you are a returning customer, thank you for ordering with us again.
For feedback or more information, call the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at (952)
492-5425 or send an email to scottswcdtrees@gmail.com.

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

Snow Much Fun
Ready, set, snow! Winter’s coolest trend has arrived at one of
Minnesota’s best winter recreation sites. Fat tire bikes, or fat bikes
for short, have become a popular activity in Minnesota and in ideal
conditions can be described as gliding across the top of the snow.
Wider tires allow for more surface area making it easier to peddle.
The multi-use loop at Cleary Lake Regional Park is perfect for
beginning riders. Want to try the sport but aren’t ready to purchase
your own bike? Rentals are available as soon as snow conditions
allow. Check ThreeRiversParks.org for rental availability and trail
updates. Trail fees may apply.
A beginner’s Fat Bike Fun Race on February 20 caters to bikers of
all ages and abilities. Bring your own fat bike or reserve one at the
park in advance by calling 763.694.7777. Registration available at
ThreeRiversParks.org.
For more information on fat biking and rentals, contact the Cleary
Lake Outdoor Recreation Center at 763.694.7777.

The Partnership
The Scott County-Three Rivers Park District Partnership operates under a Joint
Powers Agreement that combines resources to collectively operate all regional
parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
CLOSED for park improvements until May 27, 2016
25875 Juniper Avenue, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 7 AM–Sunset, May 1–September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, this park has family and group picnicking,
catered events, swimming, and fishing. Canoe and kayak rental Friday–Sunday, Noon–7 PM, Memorial
Day–Labor Day.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities
including a 9-hole golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski and fat bike
trails, and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

The Landing
2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: November–March: Mon–Fri: 10 AM–4 PM,
Saturday: 10 AM–4 PM, Sunday 11 AM–4 PM (closed Saturday and Sunday January–March)
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150
years ago. It’s history happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings
help recreate late 19th-century life in Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads
and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours, educational events, group events and weddings.
On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays. Kids
also love playing house in 1880s style at the Martinson House.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM–10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial
ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski
areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails and
3-acre dog off-leash park, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers
for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area
by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park
15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise–10 PM daily
This regional park includes 3.5 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1 acre small dog park.
Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails • ThreeRiversParks.org

Summer Camps
Lifelong memories are made at Three Rivers Park’s summer camps!
We have camps for kids ages 4–15 on topics including nature
exploration, outdoor recreation, golf, fishing, and Minnesota history
at Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The Landing. Registration begins
Monday, January 11, 2016.

youth golf lesson
registration begins...
Cleary Lake, Prior Lake – March 3

2015–16 Park Improvements
For complete updates visit ThreeRiversParks.org
keyword “Construction Projects”.
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Outdoor Recreation

event calendar
CEDAR LAKE FARM
REGIONAL PARK
NEW PRAGUE
º BEGINNER ICE FISHING
Try your luck at ice fishing, a favorite
Minnesota winter pastime. Learn about
equipment and basic ice and cold weather
safety. Reservations required. $8. Ages: 6+.
February 6 — Saturday #147741-00
10:30 AM–12:30 PM

CLEARY LAKE
REGIONAL PARK
PRIOR LAKE
AFTERSCHOOL
OUTDOOR PURSUITS
Drop off the kids for an afternoon of fun!
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 8-12.
Thursdays, 4:30–6 PM
Survival Skills
December 17 #144545-01
January 7 #144545-02
Cross-country Ski
January 14 #144545-03
Snowshoe
January 21 #144545-04
Snow Shelters
January 28 #144545-05

º MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:

OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS
Fun, outdoor recreational activities for
preschoolers and adults to learn and enjoy
together! Reservations required. $5.
Ages: 3-6; both adult and child pay.
10–11:30 AM
Let’s Snowshoe!
December 16 — Wednesday #144546-00
December 19 — Saturday #144546-01
Scat and Tracks
January 9 — Saturday #144546-02
January 14 — Thursday #144546-03
Animal Valentine
February 10 — Wednesday #144546-04
Frozen Fun
February 24 — Wednesday #144546-05

PARENTS NIGHT
Ski or snowshoe on your own while the kids
participate in instructor-led activities like
survival skills, snowshoeing, and arts and
crafts. Two adult snowshoe or cross-country
ski rentals included. Reservations required.
$40/child. Ages: 6-12, plus adult.
December 18 — Friday #144548-00
6–8:30 PM
January 15 — Friday #144548-01
6:30–9 PM
February 12 — Friday #144548-02
6–8:30 PM

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING WITH

HOT COCOA
Explore snow banks, search for animal tracks
and warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: 4+.
December 19 — Saturday #144547-00
1–2:30 PM
January 15 — Friday #144547-01
4–5:30 PM

º FAMILY SKI TOUR
Search for animal signs on a classical crosscountry ski tour. Warm up with hot cocoa
afterwards. Basic skiing skills are taught;
some experience recommended. Ski rentals
available for an additional fee. Reservations
required. $6. Ages: 8+.
December 23 — Wednesday #144555-00
1–2:30 PM
January 8 — Friday #144555-01
4:30–6 PM
February 26 — Friday #144555-02
4–5:30 PM

º FULL MOON

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

WINTER ADVENTURES
DAY CAMP
School’s out! Drop off the kids for a day
filled with snowshoeing, cross-country
skiing, survival skills, geocaching, and more.
Reservations required. $48. Ages: 8-12.
December 29 — Tuesday #144550-00*
January 18 — Monday #144550-01*
February 15 — Monday #144550-02*
9 AM–3 PM
*Extended care available for additional $9.50;
drop off begins at 7:45 AM and pick up ends
at 5:15 PM.

º WINTER SURVIVAL
What do you do in a survival situation? Learn
shelter and fire building and other survival
techniques. Reservations required. $5.
Ages: 8+.
December 30 — Wednesday #144551-00
9–11 AM

º SNOW SHELTERS
Drop off the kids to build a quinzhee and
explore different techniques for making
igloos, snow caves and quinzhees. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $5.
Ages: 5-17.
December 30 — Wednesday #144552-00
January 29 — Friday #144552-01
1–2:30 PM

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI LESSONS
Registration
Reservations required. A driver’s license or
photo ID for deposit is required for equipment
rental. Please arrive 30 minutes before your
lesson. Daily ski pass included with lesson.
Classic Beginner I #124550
Saturday, January 2
Sunday, January 10
Sunday, February 7
Saturday, February 13

Noon
9:30 AM
Noon
9:30 AM

Ski-skating I #124552
Saturday, January 2
Sunday, February 7

9:30 AM
9:30 AM

Family Classic #124556
Sunday, January 10
Saturday, February 13

Noon
Noon

NATURE PLAY DATE
Explore, discover and play in your local park.
Meet families interested in getting their
children outdoors. Wear appropriate clothes
and shoes. Free. Ages: All.
January 5 — Tuesday #144500-01
10–11 AM
February 9 — Tuesday #144500-02
1–2 PM

PRESCHOOL DROP-OFF:
OUTDOOR KIDS CLUB
Drop off your child to discover outdoor fun
and learn new skills. Each program includes
activities, a story and time for the featured
skill. Reservations required. $10. Ages: 4-6.
9–10:30 AM
Kids Can Cross-country Ski!
January 6 — Wednesday #144544-02
Kids Can Snowshoe!
February 11 — Thursday #144544-01

º TRACKS, SCAT, AND SNOWSHOE
Learn how to spot critter clues and interpret
wildlife stories on a hike. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 8+.
January 6 #144553-00
February 17 #144553-01
Wednesdays, 3:30–5 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
guided hike through scenic parks. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $5. Ages: 8+.
January 8 — Friday #144554-00
2–3:30 PM
February 5 — Friday #144554-01
3:30–5 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: All.
January 9 — Saturday #144543-01
4–6 PM

Explore winter signs and sounds on a classical
cross-country ski tour under the full moon.
Some experience recommended. Ski rentals
available for an additional fee. Reservations
required. $15. Ages: 13+.
January 22 — Friday #144542-00
7:30–9 PM
February 23 — Tuesday #144542-01
6–7:30 PM

VALENTINE’S DAY FAMILY FUN
Celebrate Valentine’s Day, the outdoors,
and Lincoln’s birthday. Make a Victorian
Valentine’s card, ride a kicksled, or snowshoe.
Tour Eagle Creek Village, hear stories about
Lincoln, and assemble kid-sized log cabins.
Warm up by a stove and with a hot beverage.
Reservations required by February 6.
$8; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
February 13 — Saturday #138482-00
Noon–3 PM

º FULL MOON SNOWSHOE
Explore winter signs and sounds under the
light of the full moon. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 6+.
January 22 — Friday #144541-00
5:30–7 PM
February 22 — Monday #144541-01
7–8:30 PM

º WINTER BIRDING
Search for feathered friends surviving the
cold. Warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Reservations required. $6. Ages: 7+.
February 4 — Thursday #144501-00
10–11:30 AM

FAT BIKE FUN RACE
Grab your fat bike for a circuit-style race on
a 12-foot-wide packed trail. 5K beginner
race starts at 1:15 PM; 10K action race
starts at 2:15 PM. Raffle prizes at 3:30 PM.
Limited number of rental bikes available;
call 763.694.7777 to reserve. Concessions
available for purchase. Open to the first 50
racers. Preregistration ends February 17.
$12 preregistration; $15 day-of. Ages: All.
February 20 — Saturday #144581-00
1–4 PM

º LIVE ANIMALS ON TOUR
Meet live animals. Critters may include a
raptor, snake, turtle, toad, and salamander.
Cameras encouraged. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: All.
February 27 — Saturday #144502-00
10–11:30 AM

THE LANDING
SHAKOPEE
43RD ANNUAL FOLKWAYS
OF THE HOLIDAYS
Discover the holiday traditions of 19th century
Minnesotans. Watch folk art performances,
ride a horse-drawn trolley, and tour homes
with culturally distinct decorations and crafts.
Dress for the weather. Last admission at 3
PM. $8 ages 18-64; $5 ages 2-17 and 65+;
children under 2 free. Ages: All.
December 5–20 #138401-04 to 09
Saturdays, 10 AM–4 PM
Sundays, 11 AM–4 PM

FOLKWAYS BY CANDLELIGHT
Take a candlelit stroll through the 1800s Eagle
Creek Village. Greet costumed residents as
they share holiday traditions in their homes,
watch the Christmas Pageant in the Town Hall
at 6:30 PM, and enjoy music by pianist Renae
Williams. Enter through the West Entrance.
Dress for the weather and an evening stroll.
Last admission at 7:30 PM. $8 ages 18-64;
$5 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under 2 free.
Ages: All.
December 18 — Friday #138400-00
5–8:30 PM

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your child.
Play games, sing, and read stories. Dress as a
pioneer if you wish, but remember outdoor
clothes! Reservations required. $5. Ages: 2-5;
both adult and child pay.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Whose Tracks Are Those?
January 12 #138403-02
I Love Winter
February 9 #138403-03

VICTORIAN VALENTINE’S DINNER
Listen to romantic piano melodies while
enjoying hors d’oeuvres and dinner. Then,
take a candlelit evening stroll visiting several
buildings, each offering a different dessert
to try. End the night by cozying up to a
fire with your sweetheart and enjoying the
breathtaking views offered by the Scenic River
Overlook. Bring a bottle of wine or beer —
must be 21 or older. Reservations required by
February 6. $45/person. Ages: 18+.
February 12 — Friday #138481-00
6–9 PM

MURPHY-HANREHAN
PARK RESERVE
SAVAGE
FROZEN FROLIC
FAT BIKE RACE SERIES
Test your speed and skill in a time trial format
racing a 10.5-mile loop through trees and
snow. After, warm up at the trailhead for
awards and door prizes. Divisions include
men’s, women’s, and U-17. Races alternate
between Elm Creek and Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserves. Weekly competitors add
their top three finishes for a chance at being
The Frozen Frolic Champion. Studded tires
approved. Helmets required. Registration
begins at 10 AM; race start is 11 AM.
Sponsored by Maple Grove Cycling and
Freewheel Bike. $12 preregistration;
$15 day-of; $60 for all six races at both parks
(call 763.559.6700). Ages: 14+.
December 12 #123781-00
January 16 #123781-01
February 27 #123781-02
Saturdays, 11 AM–2 PM

FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
WITH HOT COCOA
Explore snow banks, search for animal tracks
and warm up with hot cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: 4+.
January 9 — Saturday #143741-00
1–2:30 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with a
guided hike through scenic parks. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $5. Ages: 8+.
January 29 — Friday #143742-00
4–5:30 PM

TWO-TIER SKI PASS PROGRAM
A two-tier cross-country ski pass program
will be available this season:
• All Parks Pass: required at Elm Creek
and Hyland and valid at all Three Rivers
parks with cross-country skiing.
Season pass $65, daily $8.
• Natural Snow Parks Pass: valid at
Three Rivers parks with cross-country
skiing, except Elm Creek and Hyland.
Season pass $50, daily $5.
Visit ThreeRiversParks.org for more details
or to purchase your season pass online.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
763.559.6700
ThreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–5 PM
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the
basis of financial need and funds
available. Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine.
If a program is canceled by park staff,
you will be notified and a full refund or
credit will be issued upon your request.

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program
with an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive
the discount:

*

• Entire group must pay related fees
at the same time.
• If reservations are not required,
ask for the discount when you arrive
at the program.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Tips to help online shoppers
Consider coupons, reputation
Would you rather not contend with a
Minnesota winter to wander the malls to
get all your holiday shopping done this
year? Why not shop from the comfort of
your own home, or anywhere in the community where you can use a computer?
Today, online shopping has become a
more prevalent way to purchase gifts,
but there are some things to consider to
make sure your purchases are safe and
affordable. Here are some tips:
• Set a budget. Create a gift list and
check it twice to help you stay on
track and not overspend.
• Decide what matters. Especially
if you’re buying gadgets, know
what your “must-have” features
are versus those that are just nice
to have.
• Use search engines. Type a
company or product name into
your search engine with terms like
“review,” “complaint,” or “scam”
to find out more about it.
• Read reviews online. Reviews
from other people, experts, and
columnists can give you an idea of
how a product performs. Don’t put
all of your trust in one review.
• Consider reputation. A brand’s
reputation for quality and good
customer service can really pay
off.
• Check comparison shopping
sites. They connect to many
retailers selling the same product,
sometimes at significantly different
prices. Keep shipping costs in
mind.
• Consider coupons. Some
companies offer discounts via
email, and some websites collect
and list codes for free shipping
and other discounts. Search for the
store with terms like “discount,”
“coupon,” or “free shipping.”
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EmergenSCENE
By Adam Pirri
Emergency Management Director

Weather spotters warn public of danger

Do some research before buying
online.

•

•
•

Read return policies. Not all
stores have the same rules. Some
charge fees for return shipping or
restocking things like electronics.
Decide how to pay. When you
shop online, credit cards can offer
extra protections.
Look for a secure checkout. Does
the website start with https (the
“s” stands for secure) when you’re
checking out?

Learn more about researching products online at OnguardOnline.gov/
SmartShopper.
For hassle-free online shopping,
keep records like emails and online receipts in case there’s a problem. Also,
make sure you know who you’re dealing with and protect your personal and
financial information, since anyone can
set up shop online under almost any
name.
For more information, contact University of Minnesota/Scott County Extension Financial Capability Educator,
Shawna Faith Thompson at (952) 4925383 or shawnaft@umn.edu.
Source: www.ftc.gov/news-events/
press-releases/2011/11/shoppingonline-holiday-season-ftc-offersadvice-getting-best

Many Scott County residents may be unaware that a local team of weather
spotters deploy throughout Scott County during severe thunderstorm or tornado
warnings. This team -- known as SAFCOM -- is a
group of concerned citizens who go to preassigned
locations during severe weather, and then report the
weather conditions they witness at their location to
Scott County Emergency Management. Those reports, combined with radar data and input from the
National Weather Service, are what help determine
whether or not the outdoor warning sirens are activated during a storm.
Scott County has had weather spotters since the early 1970s, which makes our
SAFCOM organization the first weather spotting team in Minnesota... and one of
the first in the nation. Today, we tend to take the amazing advancements in meteorology for granted, but we should all recognize that every person in this country is
now safer when severe weather threats happen than we ever have been.
Many people refer to our outdoor sirens as “tornado sirens,” but that was not
their original intention. As some of us who have been around for a while know, the
sirens were initially put up for civil defense during the cold war. At the time, they
weren’t used to warn about tornadoes for a good reason; at that time, there was no
such thing as a “tornado warning.” Tornadoes simply happened without warning,
and often had devastating effects.
If you like to “Google” things, look up the 25 deadliest tornadoes in the United
States. It is no accident that all but one of them occurred prior to 1956; tornado
warnings for the public didn’t exist until 1952, and didn’t become commonplace
until 1956. Since then, the overall number of tornadoes has gone up, but the amount
of fatalities they produce has fallen dramatically. The current system of weather
spotters, radar, and input from the National Weather Service works, and the data
clearly support that.
Weather spotters play a key role in warning the public of potentially dangerous
weather conditions. Our spotters are all Skywarn certified and many have been
spotting in Scott County for over 30 years. They typically go outside when others
are running for shelter, and provide critical, timely information that has the potential to save lives. They do so voluntarily and with little to no recognition for their
efforts. It takes a special kind of person to drop everything they are doing on a moment’s notice to do weather spotting for our County.
Emergency management is always looking for new candidates to join the SAFCOM/weather spotting team. If you are over 18, have a clean criminal history,
and are interested in becoming a future member of SAFCOM, please contact Scott
County’s Deputy Emergency Management Director, Ron Holbeck, at rholbeck@
co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8181.

Where do I go to...
Find help
getting a job

Scott County Workforce Center, 725 Canterbury Road S., Shakopee; (952) 4968686 or scottcounty.wfc@state.mn.us.

Get a permit to
carry or purchase
a handgun

Applications for permits to carry are accepted Monday through Friday from
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (excluding holidays) at the Law Enforcement Center
administrative entrance located at 301 S. Fuller Street in Shakopee. Residents
who want to apply for permits to purchase or transfer handguns must apply in
person to the police department in the city in which they live. If a resident lives
in one of the townships in Scott County, please apply at the Scott County Law
Enforcement Center.

Apply for
public assistance

The Scott County Income Maintenance/Financial Assistance Team determines
eligibility and issues benefits for all mandated public assistance programs; this
includes cash, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), child care,
and health care programs. They also determine eligibility for other Countyfunded programs. The team is located at: Scott County WorkForce Center, 752
Canterbury Rd So., Shakopee MN 55379. Hours of Service: Monday-Friday, 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (excluding legal holidays); (952) 496-8686; Toll Free: 1 (877)
445-7750; Team email: scottcountyincomemaintenance@co.scott.mn.us.

Dispose of old
medications

“Take It to the Box” sites are located in police stations throughout Scott County
and at the Law Enforcement Center, 301 S. Fuller St., Shakopee.

Apply for
heating assistance

CAP Agency, 712 Canterbury Road S., Shakopee; (952) 496-2125;
www.capagency.org.

Apply for a passport

Scott County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave. W., Shakopee, (952) 4968150

Get a building permit

City residents must apply for permits at their respective city halls; township
residents apply at Community Development on the first floor of the Scott
County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave. W., Shakopee.

Renew my driver’s
license

Scott County Government Center, 200 Fourth Ave. W., Shakopee; Prior Lake
License Bureau, 14033 Commerce Ave. NE, Prior Lake, (952) 447-8817.

Apply for housing/
shelter assistance

CDA, 323 S. Naumkeag, Shakopee, www.scottcda.org, (952) 402-9022; CAP
Agency, 712 Canterbury Rd. S., Shakopee, (952) 496-2125, www.capagency.
org; Families Moving Forward, (952) 230-2930, www.beaconinterfaith.org.

Set SMART New Year’s
resolutions with kids

It’s that time of year again for setting New Year’s
resolutions. We all set them, but do we all follow
through on them? It is important to teach your children how to set SMART goals (Specific, Measurable,
Action bound, Realistic, Time-bound). SMART goals
give your child a tool to help them tackle the increasing challenges they are facing, and a way for families
to come together and work on a few projects as a family unit. Kids can grow a feeling of ownership; they
are able to have a say in some of the adventures your
family may take this year. By setting realistic SMART
goals as a family, you are able to have discussions with
your children on what planning or savings needs to
happen to achieve the goals, how to work as a family
to agree on goals, and learning more about your children’s interests.
This year, consider setting a few goals for 2016.
Here are a few questions to ask your family:

2016 goals
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three places we would like to go this year
Two ways we can help others
One thing we want to do better
Two things we are looking forward to
Three new things you want to try
Two things you would like to stop doing or do
different this year

2015 reflection

Don’t forget to spend some time reflecting on 2015.
Here are some questions to ask your family:
• What were two of your favorite memories?
• What are three things you are grateful for?
• What was one hard lesson you learned this year?
• What is one thing you are proud of?
Display your goals where you can see them every
day. Remember to take time each month and reflect
on how your family is doing on these goals and what
you might need to do to help your family reach them!
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News you
can use...
SCALE’s mission statement is clear:
“To forge new and innovative ways
in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding
service while making the most
of limited resources.” So watch
this page for current and future
information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District:

Assistance available for
lakeshore owners who have
eroding shorelines

Almost 50 lakeshore residents from
Prior and Spring Lakes recently attended a shoreline stabilization workshop
held in Scott County. Many of these
landowners have also moved ahead in
the process to repair and strengthen their
shorelines. And the best news? There is
money available to help! Even if you
weren’t at the workshop, it’s not too late
to be considered for these funds.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan was
recently awarded a $136,000 grant to
help improve water quality in the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
(PLSLWD). The Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources awarded this
grant, using funds from the Clean Water,
Land and Legacy Amendment.
A significant portion of the grant is
earmarked for helping private landowners on Spring and Upper Prior Lakes stabilize eroding shorelines. Help includes:
1) Assessing causes and potential
solutions
2) Preparing project designs
3) Overseeing construction
4) Reimbursing project costs
Items 1 through 3 are services provided at no cost to the homeowner. Reimbursement covers up to 75 percent of
the total approved construction costs.
To be eligible, the homeowner must
first sign an application form and be
approved by the Scott SWCD Board
of Supervisors. Funds are limited, so a
scoring system will be used to select the
best possible projects. Priority will be

given to projects that provide the greatest water quality benefit at the most economical cost.
Projects will typically include removing existing plants, rocks, and other
debris; grading the shoreline to a stable
slope; and re-landscaping using native
grasses, flowers, and shrubs. Hard armoring, such as rock rip-rap, may be
used if these “soft,” more natural methods are determined insufficient to hold
up against wave action.
This grant initiative is part of a much
broader water quality program being
implemented by a partnership between
the PLSLWD, the City of Prior Lake,
Scott County and Scott SWCD. For
more details, call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 492-5425.
Since the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment was passed by Minnesota voters in November 2008, more
than $100 million has been invested in
“on-the-ground” projects. Citizens and
local governments have installed more
than 4,100 conservation practices to improve the quality in the state’s lakes, rivers, and wetlands.

From Savage:

Fresh Thyme approved for
vacated Rainbow Foods site

Fresh Thyme Farmers Market grocery chain will move into the former
Rainbow Foods site off County Road 42
and Highway 13, following approval by
the Savage City Council last month. The
store anticipates opening by fall 2016.
Fresh Thyme Farmers Market offers an abundance of organic fruits and
vegetables at competitive prices. The
store’s philosophy tries to source local
products and produce as part of supporting the local community. It also offers
natural and organic bulk items, meats,
seafood, gluten-free, dairy-free products, and bakery items. Shoppers will
also find prepared salads and meals, a
salad bar, and made-to-order sandwiches made by the Fresh Thyme Kitchen.

Fresh Thyme at-a-glance
• The store will employ 85 to
100 employees
• Hours will be 7 a.m. to 10
p.m.
• Offer fresh fruits and

vegetables as well as many
healthy food choices

Kelly, Johnson get top votes

Voters chose Christine Kelly and
Matt Johnson to fill two open City
Council seats on Nov. 3. Mayor Janet
Williams ran unopposed for a third term.
Kelly was re-elected to a new four-year
term. Johnson, who is currently serving
as Planning commissioner, will become
the newest member of the Savage City
Council. Johnson will replace Al McColl, who is retiring at the end of his
term.

Hy-Vee gets go-ahead for
County Road 42

Construction of a Hy-Vee grocery
store is moving forward after the project
recently received Council approvals.
The 98,000 square foot supermarket
will be located on the northeast corner
of County Roads 42 and 27, across from
the Savage water tower. Developers anticipate the store to open next summer
or early fall.
In addition to selling groceries, the
Hy-Vee store will offer a dry-cleaning
service, coffee shop, clothing, a full-service restaurant with an outdoor dining
area. Space also has been set aside for
medical services in conjunction with a
pharmacy. In addition to a prescription
pick-up lane, there will be a drive-thru
that in-store and online shoppers can
use to pick up their groceries.
The project plans include a proposal
to construct a 16-pump convenience
store and gas station on the east end of
the site. A coffee shop will be included
as well.

From Shakopee:

Enjoy winter fun with
Shakopee Parks and
Recreation

From skating to sledding, the Shakopee Parks and Recreation Department
has many ways to celebrate the season!
Skate with Santa from 2:30 to 5
p.m. On Sunday, Dec. 13 at the Shakopee Ice Arena, 1255 Fuller Street South
– admission and skate rental are free!
All winter long, residents and visitors

Skate with Santa from 2:30 to 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 13 at the Shakopee Ice
Arena.

can lace up their skates at one of several
outdoor ice rinks. Shakopee’s warming houses are open in late December,
weather permitting. Learn more at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/outdoorskating.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
Tis’ the season for giving

Searching for unique, handmade holiday gifts? Call off the hunt! Wozupi’s
Holiday Gift Sale (11 a.m. – 6 p.m.,
Dec. 14-18 and 20-23) has all you need
to treat your loved ones — or yourself!
— with a special, locally-crafted present. From honey to maple syrup, handmade beeswax candles to wild rice—we
have all you need to show your friends
and family how much you care. Browse
individual gifts, pick up gift baskets, or
add a special touch with a build-yourown basket at the Wozupi Cabin, blocks
from Mystic Lake Casino Hotel at 2041
140th St. N.W. in Prior Lake.

Kick off the New Year with
your kids!

Join us for Playworks’ New Year’s
Eve Party from 3 – 6 p.m. on Dec. 31.
The kids will have a blast making noise
makers, party hats, and a snowman
wrap. Our balloon walk will get the giggles going, too! Located at 2200 Trail of
Dreams in Prior Lake, we’re the place to
wrap up 2015 — family style.

SWCD tour highlights innovation

Each fall, Scott County Commissioners and conservation partners take a first-hand look at projects that
help the environment in Scott County. This year, the
field tour focused on innovations that improve water
quality, reduce stormwater runoff, and save soil in the
Credit River Watershed. Pete Young, Water Resources
Engineer with the City of Prior Lake, explained the
stormwater re-use system at Ponds Park Athletic Complex works at the first stop.
In 2010, the City of Prior Lake approached the
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO)
with an idea and a grant request for an innovative irrigation system to re-use stormwater. With the project, a new collection system was installed to capture
surface water runoff for re-use with watering some of
the park’s sports fields. Also installed were a floating
island surface water filter intake, a cistern that holds
water to supply peak pump rates and volumes, and a
pump manhole. This project reduces the City’s need to
pump and treat about 825,000 gallons of groundwater
per year.
Other stops and drive-bys included the streambank
and ravine stabilization projects at Hidden Valley Park

Need auto tabs? New law
requires proof of insurance
Pete Young, the Water Resources Engineer with
the City of Prior Lake (pictured center in vest),
explained the stormwater re-use system at the
Ponds Park Athlietic Complex at the first stop of
the SWCD tour.

in Savage and the Cleary Lake Raingardens that improve the quality of stormwater runoff from parking
lot and access roads at the regional park. The tour is
organized and sponsored by Scott WMO and Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District (SWCD) each year.

As of January 1, 2016, every owner applying for a
motor vehicle or motorcycle registration, re-registration, or transfer of ownership must provide proof of
insurance. This change was enacted during the latest
legislative session.
Information required under the new law consists
of the insurance company’s name, the policy number,
and the policy expiration date for the motor vehicle or
motorcycle.
Please ensure you are bringing this information
with you when you are renewing registration or transferring ownership so your paperwork can be processed
efficiently.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Donors sought for 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth programs

Today’s youth are growing up in a
very complex world. There are many
outside influences that make it difficult
to make the right decision about tough
issues. Parents try to teach their children to make the right choices and develop a strong value system, but external influences may have strong persuasive power. Sometimes other souces of
assistance are needed.
The University of Minnesota/Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth programs are helping in this mission. Youth
Teaching Youth has been in Scott County
classrooms for over 25 years, reaching
over 30,000 elementary students. The
program focuses on four major curricula
made available to elementary schools,
They include:
Alcohol/Tobacco Decisions – This
class for 4th and 5th graders focuses on
the effects of alcohol and tobacco, peer
pressure, decision making skills, and refusal skills.
Character Counts, Part I and
Part II – Designed for grades 2 and
3, this class helps students understand
that being a good person is a foundation to making and keeping friends as
well as being positive members of their
community.
Building Up: Building Communities in the Classroom - Building Up is
designed for youth in grades 2 and 3, and
focuses on defining feelings, sharing
positive conflict resolution strategies,
and appreciating differences. Building
Up supports the following social and
emotional learning skills: self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills, and responsible
decision-making.
Internet Safety teaches 5th graders
about being a responsible and respectful digital citizen, understanding why
communicating online is different than
in person, dangers associated with the
internet, and cyberbullying.
There is a small fee of $2 per student
(average of $50 per classroom) to have
the high school teen teachers visit one
hour, once a week, for three consecutive
weeks. Donations are needed to help
fund classroom scholarships for teach-

ers that would like to have the program
in their classrooms, but do not have the
funds.
Students and teen teachers need the
most up-to-date research information
and facts, and donations help in the development and updating of current curriculum and new programs. Funding is
also needed for continued training and
leadership opportunities for volunteer
high school teen teachers. Anyone interested in learning more about the program or how to donate should contact
Sara Wagner at the University of Minnesota/Scott County Extension at (952)
492-5388 or dunc0088@umn.edu.

Thank you to the
2014-15 donors
Thank you to our 2014-2015
donors that allowed many classrooms to continue programming
and allowed over 100 high school
teen teachers to complete training
and become positive role models to younger members in their
community!
•

•

•
•

•

•

Shakopee – American
Legion Aux #2, Shakopee
Rotatory Club, Shakopee
Eagle’s Club, Floors to Go,
Dr. James Arhart
Jordan – Complete
Transport Services, Jordan
Transformer, Cully’s Coin
Laundry, Home Town Bank
Belle Plaine – Devine Touch
Massage
Prior Lake-Savage – Prior
Lake Lions Club, Prior Lake/
Savage Rental Company,
American Legion Aux Post
643, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Ladies Aux to VFW
Post 6208
New Prague – New Market
– Dallas Bohnsack, Stasney
Electric, New Prague Back
and Neck Clinic
Scott County – Minnesota
4-H Foundation, Scott
County Pork Producers,
Fairmount Santrol
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Safety SCENE
By the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Sheriff says goodbye to retirees
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has said goodbye to
three long-time members recently. Chris Weldon, who has
been the County Emergency Management Director since
2007, retired on October 30. Chris came to us with a lot of
experience as the former Carver County Emergency Management Director, and as a long-time member of the Belle
Plaine Fire Department. As it turned out, that experience
was needed. Four of the thirteen Presidential Disaster Declarations that Scott County has ever had happened while
Chris Weldon was our Emergency Management Director.
Those disasters -- which were all flood-related -- closed New Chief Deputy
Luke Hennen
bridges and highways, damaged property, and led to the
evacuation of a small community. The impact of those disasters was felt by many people in this community, and we
were lucky to have Chris Weldon during those incidents.
Another longtime employee, Jan Nemanic, also retired
on November 30. Jan was a popular person within our office, not only because of her work ethic, but because of her
kindness. Jan was one of the many employees who have
retired from the Sheriff’s Records area in recent years who
was there through the careers of many of our deputies. For
many of us, it’s hard to imagine a records department without Jan Nemanic. Jan has primarily been working on gun
permits for the last seven years; while she was in that posiRetiring Chief
tion, we’ve seen the number of applicants for gun permits
Deputy Dean
increase dramatically.
Opatz
Finally, my longtime partner and friend Dean Opatz
is retiring in December. Dean has been my Chief Deputy
since I was elected Sheriff in 2006. Together, Dean and I
shared a vision for what the Sheriff’s Office should be in the
21st Century, and Dean was always the person I relied on to
ensure that vision was achieved and maintained. Today, the
citizens of Scott County can take comfort in knowing Scott
County is one of the safest places they can live, and Dean
Opatz is a primary reason for the success we’ve seen in the
combined law enforcement efforts in this County. I’ve been
Jan Nemanic
blessed to have a partner who is both creatively gifted while
also being a good steward of the taxpayer’ funds.
As we approach 2016, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office
has large shoes to fill, and will continue to face new challenges and situations that will require leadership and experience. I’m very proud to announce that longtime Sheriff’s
Deputy, Sergeant Luke Hennen, will be our new Chief
Deputy. Luke has worked his way up through the Sheriff’s Office, starting as a Corrections Officer in our jail, then
becoming a deputy, an investigator, and a patrol sergeant.
Chris Weldon
Luke brings a lot of experience along with a high level of
integrity and charisma that have made him one of our most trusted and liked coworkers. While it’s hard for me to say goodbye to Dean, I’m confident that Luke
Hennen is the right person to fill the important role of Chief Deputy in our office.
Finally, please accept our humble blessing over the holiday season. May you
and those you love enjoy peace, prosperity, and happiness in the coming new year.
Being the Sheriff of Scott County continues to be my honor, and I’m lucky to be
surrounded by capable, gifted staff who are committed to your safety and security.

Ten steps to maintaining a safe kitchen and food
Stay safe over the holidays by following these
kitchen safety tips:

Step one: Keep your refrigerator at 40° Fahrenheit
(4° Celsius) or less. A temperature of 40°F or less is
important because it slows the growth of most bacteria.
Step two: Refrigerate cooked, perishable food as
soon as possible within two hours after cooking to
slow the growth of bacteria – one hour in hot weather.
Date leftovers so they can be used within two to three
days. If in doubt, throw it out!
Step three: Change out your dishcloth daily, and
replace sponges frequently. Wash your kitchen
dishcloths in the washing machine in hot, soapy water.
Sponges can be washed in the dishwasher. Many cooks
use dishcloths or sponges to mop up areas where they
have worked with uncooked meat and then reuse the
cloth or sponge in other kitchen areas after minimal
rinsing. A contaminated dishcloth can house millions
of bacteria after a few hours. Consider using paper
towels to clean up after raw meat, and then throw
them away immediately.
Step four: Wash your cutting board with soap and
hot water after each use. Never allow raw meat,
poultry, and fish to come in contact with other foods.
Washing with only a damp cloth will not remove

bacteria. Periodically washing in a bleach solution
(one teaspoon of bleach to one quart water) is the
best way to prevent bacteria from remaining on your
cutting board.

Step five:  Cook ground beef, red meats, and poultry
products to a safe internal temperature. Use a meat
thermometer. Cook ground meat patties to an internal
temperature of at least 160°F; pork and beef to 145°F;
and poultry to 165°F. The USDA Food Safety and
Inspection Service advises consumers to use a meat
thermometer when cooking hamburger and not rely
on the internal color of the meat to be sure it is safe
to eat.
Step six: Don’t eat raw or lightly cooked eggs.
Many older cookbooks have recipes for ice cream,
mayonnaise, eggnog, and some desserts that call for
raw eggs. These recipes are not recommended unless
you use pasteurized eggs found in
the dairy section, due of the risk
of Salmonella. The commercial
versions of these products are
made with pasteurized eggs
(eggs that have been sufficiently
heated to kill bacteria) and are not a food hazard.
Remember—this means no sampling of cake batters
and cookie dough before they are baked!

Step seven: Clean kitchen counters and
other surfaces that come in contact with
food with hot water and detergent, and
sanitize with a solution of one teaspoon
bleach and one quart water. Hot water
and detergent do a good job, but may
not kill all strains of bacteria. In place
of the bleach solution, you can purchase
unscented, prepared cleaning sprays or
wipes that can be used on food contact surfaces.
Step eight: When washing dishes by hand, allow
dishes and utensils to air-dry in order to eliminate recontamination from hands or towels.
Step nine: Wash hands with soap and warm water
immediately after handling raw meat, poultry, or fish.
Wash for at least 20 seconds before and after handling
food, especially raw meat.
Step ten: Defrost meat, poultry, and fish products in
the refrigerator, microwave oven, or cold water that is
changed every 30 minutes. Follow package directions
for thawing foods in the microwave. Cook microwave
defrosted food immediately after thawing.
Source: Iowa State University Extension and
Outreach: http://z.umn.edu/106f
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Jerry Brua
Director of Veterans Services

Benefit programs assist veterans

With holidays here, many look at how blessed they are and turn their thoughts
to the less fortunate. The Scott County Veterans Office gets some offers from community members to assist veteran families in need with a holiday meal or other
assistance. I encourage you to contact our office if you know of an individual or
family that could use some holiday cheer. We will try to assist in any way possible,
if the resources are available.
The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) has benefit programs
available to assist veterans and their dependents. These programs are for people in
financial need and some have income and asset limits.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Dig up some fun at
upcoming SCHS events
X Marks the Spot: Mapping Scott
County – Discover the wealth
of information available in maps!
Whether showing the County’s growth,
industries, dislocation of Native
peoples, recreation areas, or highways,
maps tell us much about this place we
call home. This exhibit features plat
maps (dating back to 1854), Sanborn
Insurance maps, topographic maps,
maps used in advertising and tourism,
and more! Exhibit runs through August
2016.

Dental assistance:
Up to $1000 of dental work once per year for veterans
and dependents. The income limit for a single veteran is $1789 per month for
those with less than $3000 in assets. Income and asset levels are increased based
on family size.
Up to $400, including the optical exam and eyeglasses
Optical assistance:
once per year. The income and asset levels are the same as for the dental
program. Both of these programs are for veterans and their dependent spouse and
children. Widows and widowers of veterans are also eligible to apply.
Aid for subsistence: This program is for veterans who are temporary disabled
due to physical or mental conditions and cannot work for at least 30 days up to
six months. A physician medical report is required and financial criteria must
be met. MDVA will provide housing assistance, utility assistance, and a small
personal needs payment for a person who meets the eligibility criteria for the
program.
Special needs grant: This is a one-time-only grant for up to $5000 for veterans
who face a significant financial event. The MDVA will not consider credit card
debt for this program, but many other circumstances will be judged on a caseby-case basis. The applicant will be required to demonstrate that, if aided by the
grant, they will then be able to be financially self-sufficient going forward.
LSS CORE: MDVA has an agreement with Lutheran Social Services to
provide counseling services to veterans and their families. LSS can provide
individual, family, and couples counseling, including services for youth and
families, budget and debt management counseling, respite care and caregiver
support, and anger and stress management services.
The point of contact for information and application assistance for all of these
programs is the County Veterans Service Office. In Scott County, we are located in
the Government Center, Room 212, at 200 4th Ave W, Shakopee. Our phone number is (952) 496-81786. Please call for an appointment.

Farmers should check grain
bins for proper moisture levels
With warmer than normal temperatures forecasted for this winter, it is time
for Minnesota producers to focus on
managing the grain in storage. North
Dakota State University Extension Service agricultural engineer Ken Hellevang recommends producers check the
moisture content of the grain at a few
locations in the bin because this will
determine the management steps they
need to take to preserve the stored grain.
Dr. Hellevang recommends the following management practices: Producers should follow the moisture meter
manufacturer’s recommendations to
obtain an accurate reading. They can
verify the meter’s reading by warming
the grain sample to room temperature in
a sealed plastic bag or other sealed container before measuring the moisture
content. Here are other grain management suggestions from Hellevang:
• Check the grain temperature.
Warm grain creates conditions
conducive for insect infestations.
Reducing the grain temperature
reduces insect activity; insects
in stored grain become dormant
below about 50° F. In addition,
the allowable storage time, which
is related to mold growth, is
approximately doubled for each
10 degrees the grain is cooled.
For example, cereal grains such as
corn at 16 percent moisture content
can be stored about 70 days if
maintained at 70° F, and about 230
days at 50° F.

•

Grain temperature should be
cooled to within about 20 degrees
of the coldest average monthly
temperature or below 40° F for
winter storage. To estimate the
cooling time of 56 pounds-perbushel grain, divide 15 by the
airflow rate. For example, about 75
hours of fan time is required to cool
the grain using an airflow rate of
0.2 cubic feet per minute per bushel
(cfm/bu).
• Check stored grain biweekly until
it has been cooled to the winter
storage temperature. Check and
record the grain’s temperature
and condition at several locations.
Look for indications of problems,
such as condensation on the roof or
crusting of the grain surface. Probe
to examine grain below the surface.
.
Hellevang says corn moisture content may be an issue this year. Corn at
moisture contents up to 20 percent was
harvested and placed in bins with natural-air drying fans sized to provide an
airflow rate of at least 1.0 cfm/bu. Even
though the outdoor temperature and
relative humidity were conducive for
drying last fall, the drying zone may not
have moved through all the grain.

For more information, contact
Colleen Carlson, Interim Extension
Educator - University of Minnesota, Extension Scott County at (952)
492-5410.

Games and Chores: Growing Up in
Scott County -- Children’s games
and chores are integral elements of
human history. “Games and Chores:
Growing Up in Scott County” is the
story of hard work, fun play, and
education through the eyes of children
who grew up here. Using photographs,
objects, and interactives, this exhibit
shows different times and different
lifestyles through labor and recreation,
confirming how very different
childhood used to be. Exhibit runs
through March 2016.
Note: The Scott
County Historical
Society is closed
on December
25 and 26 for
Christmas and
January 1 for New Year’s Day.They
will also close at 4 p.m. on Christmas
Eve and New Year’s Eve.
Genealogy 101, Saturday, January 16,
10 a.m. - 12:00 noon. Want to learn
more about your
family history, but
don’t know where
to start? Register for
Genealogy 101 and
discover the clues
contained in Census schedules and
courthouse, church, and naturalization
records. The class is taught by local
genealogist Betty Dols; the fee is
$13 for SCHS members and $15 for
non-museum members (fee includes
course, handouts, and museum
admission). Register through Shakopee
Community Education.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet
the fourth Thursday of each month at
6 p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.

Valentine’s Day Kids Kraft, Saturday,
January 30, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m.
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with stories
and crafts! We’re reading Happy
Valentine’s Day, Curious George by
N. Di Angelo and The Day it Rained
Hearts by Felicia Bond, then making
our own special Valentine’s collages
and cards to take home! Free, but
registration is required for craft
supplies (call 952-445-0378 or email
sherrick@scottcountyhistory.org).
Youth Archaeology Workshop,
Saturday, February 6, 1 -3 p.m.
For ages 11 and up. Discover the
wonders of archaeology with local
archaeologist, Dr. Jeremy Nienow!
Participants will learn how to clean
and catalog artifacts and
more as Dr. Nienow guides
the class through two fun
and exciting archaeology
activities. Materials
are provided. Free, but
registration is required;
register through Shakopee Community
Education. Note: participants under
age 16 must attend with a parent or
guardian. Parent or guardian may
observe the class or visit the museum.
All Things
Minnesota Book
Club – meets at
6:30 p.m. on the
third Thursday
of each month at
SCHS.
“Ugly” Holiday sweater offer runs
until Dec. 31. Free admission when
you wear your amazing holiday
sweater to the Museum, plus..share a
selfie from the museum #scottmuseum
and get a free cookie!
Check us out on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and
follow us on
Twitter @
ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise
noted, events
take place at
SCHS. Fees may
be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378,
email info@scottcountyhistory.org, or
visit www.scottcountyhistory.org for
more information. The Scott County
Historical Society is located at 235
Fuller St. S., Shakopee.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Scott County and the Civil War

By Brian Stroinski
Education Intern
As we near the end of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, we’re taking one more look at Minnesota’s, and
specifically Scott County’s, role in the
bloody conflict. While no battles took
place on Minnesota soil, the people of
Minnesota and Scott County played a
huge role, both at home and on the battlefields. Scott County soldiers served
in the 1st Infantry Co. A and C, 2nd
Cavalry Co. L, 4th Infantry Co. A, 5th
Infantry Co. E, 8th Infantry Co. I, 9th
Infantry Co. I, and Brackett’s Battalion Co. C.1 Soldiers from Scott County
were also involved in the battles at Bull
Run, Gettysburg, Corinth, and countless
more.
While the soldiers were fighting
bravely on the battlefields, it is also interesting to explore what was happening on the home front. People in Scott
County at the time were united behind
the Union cause, particularly when
Minnesota regiments played a key role
in victories, such as the capture of Fort
Donelson, in which Bracket’s Battalion was integrally involved.2 I studied
two Scott County newspapers in particular for this article: the Scott County
Journal, based in Belle Plaine, was a
Republican paper; while the Shakopee
Argus was decidedly Democratic. Despite these differences in their political
agendas, they both supported the Union
unequivocally. The header for the Scott
County Journal read “Union Now and
Forever,” while the Argus header read
“Liberty and Union, Now and Forever, One and Inseparable.” The stories
found inside the papers also reflect this
general viewpoint, although each newspaper has its own unique perspective on
the issues of the time.
While both papers were pro-Union,
the editors made it very clear where
their political allegiances rested. Fred-

Shakopee Argus editor
J.L. MacDonald

The Shakopee Argus was decidedly a Democratic newspaper that blamed
the abolitionists for starting the war, and the Scott County Journal, based in
Belle Plaine, was a Republican-leaning newspaper that supported President
Abraham Lincoln and viewed slavery as an evil that must be ended.

erick Driscoll, editor of the Journal, put
total trust in the government and President Lincoln. He felt that Congress
would weed out the traitors.3 He also
put forth the idea that people should not
question the President in wartime. J.L.
MacDonald, editor of the Argus, had
a different view on matters. He stated
that, while he supported the Union effort and any steps the federal government took to end the conflict, he felt that
criticizing certain aspects of the Lincoln
administration was not only fair, but a
given right. The difference between the
two newspapers was highlighted when
discussing General Shields. The Journal said he was a poor leader following
a defeat, while the Argus defended him,
saying he was a victim of “Republican
Press.”4
The differences between the newspapers presented themselves many times.
The Journal viewed slavery as an evil
and the abolition of slavery as a way to
destroy the “Rebel’s way of life.”5 One
speech printed in the Journal states,
“[The southerners] will see the benefits
of free schools, free press, [. . .] without
the fear of being tarred and feathered.”6
The Argus, on the other hand, blamed
the abolitionists for starting the war, and
said the abolitionists were “worse than
secessionists.”7 While they were not
for slavery, the Democratic authors of
the Argus felt that slavery was not the
biggest issue facing the nation and that
the problem would take care of itself. It
was interesting to see that, just like today, Democrats and Republicans rarely
saw eye to eye.
This was particularly evident when
the papers were discussing the coming
elections of 1862. The Argus argued
that people should only vote for Democrats and blamed Lincoln and the Republicans for getting the United States
into the war.8 On the other hand, the
Journal argued that everyone should

support Lincoln and the Republican
cause. The paper expressed disdain for
Democrats for not supporting the cause,
arguing that they were essentially prosoutherners living in the north.9
While there were certainly differences in the papers, both papers were extremely pro-Union. Whenever discussing military action, Union soldiers were
always considered brave—whether in
victory or defeat. Defeats were never
the Union’s fault; for example, the Journal’s correspondence with a member of
Minnesota’s Second stated that one of
their members got shot in the fingers
by “skulking devils,” while the return
fire only missed because of “darkness
and distance.”10 In both newspapers,
the Confederate soldiers and allies are
referred to in derogatory terms like “sesesh” and “traitors,” while Union men
and women were considered heroes.
The Journal included a story entitled
“Mothers and Daughters of ‘76 Continued,” which argued that this was the
biggest test for the new nation since the
Revolutionary War.12 The Argus ran the
story of a fallen soldier named Thomas
Jackson who, after losing his leg, was
only concerned with the Union victory
and the “dear old flag.”13
The papers also reflected societal
gender roles and ideas of what men
and women could do to help the Union;
specifically that women and men alike
should be willing to sacrifice for the
good of the Union. One story from the
Journal describes a daughter who sacrificed her last dollar to send it to her
brother in the war.14 Mothers were asked
to give their love and care to the soldiers.
The Argus included an article about how
to write letters to the soldiers. Writers
were encouraged to be cheery and to
show the soldiers that people at home
cared for them.15 Women were encouraged to serve as nurses; if they could not
do that, they were urged to sew blankets

or send materials to the soldiers. As the
Argus states, women were encouraged
to be “giving and procuring.”16 The paper also included ads for pills and blood
rejuvenation for anxious mothers and
daughters.17
Men were encouraged to serve in
the army. If they were too old to serve,
they were exhorted to send supplies. If
they could stand and shoot, they were
pummeled by advertisements to join the
Union effort. (Right next to one such ad
was another one for rifle lessons, so that
even if one did not know how to use a rifle, he could learn and help the Union.18)
Boys and men were encouraged to put
the Union before everything else. The
Argus praised a boy who, instead of
helping his father with the farm, felt the
need to enlist and help Uncle Sam first.19
While calling for the sacrifices of
men and women, the papers also stated
the need to continue live as regularly as
possible in order to maintain the “moral fiber” of the Union.20 Both papers
thought the North was morally superior
to the South, and perpetuating that superiority was a key to victory in the war.
The papers called women of the North
“patriotic and Christian,” hailed the
influence of new immigrants, and contended that the North was the skilled and
enlightened area of the United States.21
In doing this research, it became
clear to me that people thought the war
would be over quickly. However, even
when they realized it was going to last
longer than they originally thought, the
people of Scott County remained committed to the cause. Local newspapers
like the Journal and Argus both encouraged and reflected this commitment.
To learn more about the Civil War and
Scott County’s role in the conflict, visit
or contact the Scott County Historical
Society.
(Endnotes)
1 FamilySearch.org
2 Shakopee Argus, Feb. 22 1862
3 Scott County Journal, Dec. 5 1861
4 Shakopee Argus, July 12 1862
5 Scott County Journal, Nov. 28 1861
6 Ibid. Dec. 7 1861
7 Shakopee Argus, Nov. 14 1861
8 Ibid. Feb. 22 1862
9 Scott County Journal, Jul. 3 1862
10 Ibid. Dec. 5 1861.
11 Ibid. Nov. 28 1861, Shakopee Argus,
Dec. 14 1861.
12 Scott County Journal, Dec. 5 1861.
13 Shakopee Argus, Dec. 7 1861.
14 Scott County Journal, Dec. 12 1861.
15 Shakopee Argus, July 12 1862.
16 Ibid. Dec. 7 1861
17 Ibid. Nov. 14 1861
18 Scott County Journal, Nov. 28 1861
19 Shakopee Argus, Nov. 14 1861
20 Ibid. Jan. 11 1861
21 Ibid. Nov. 14 1861, Scott County
Journal, Nov. 28 1861.

Remove sparkle, recycle your fresh-cut Christmas tree
Once the upcoming holiday season
is over and you’re putting your decorations away for the year, your fresh-cut
Christmas tree can still continue to serve
a useful purpose. Old Christmas trees
can be processed and turned into wood
chips, or even mixed with active compost, and then used in your landscaping
projects next summer. Most garbage
haulers offer a special curbside collection service, usually for several weeks
after Christmas. In order to participate,
you must keep your tree separate from
your regular household garbage. You
will also need to remove metal tree
stands, tree ornaments, lights, and tinsel from the tree. Trees with wooden

tree stands can be recycled as-is, but
do not place your tree in a plastic bag.
You should check with your contracted
waste hauler for specific details, since
individual waste haulers may vary in
their pick-up requirements. Be aware
that some haulers do charge an additional fee for this service.
Even if your hauler does not offer
curbside recycling for your old Christmas tree, you still have a couple of local options. The Mulch Store is planning to accept Christmas trees again this
year, for a charge of just $1.50 per tree.
The Mulch Store is located four miles
southwest of Shakopee, along the west
side of Highway 169 near the intersec-

tion with County Road
14 (between Jordan
and Shakopee). They
will be open to accept
your tree for recycling,
from January 4 to
January 16, from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Monday - Friday, and 8 a.m. to 12 noon
on Saturday. For more information,
you can call The Mulch Store at (952)
946-6999 or visit their website at www.
mulchstoremn.com.
In addition, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC)
Organic Recycling Facility in Prior
Lake will also take your old Christmas

trees for recycling. The SMSC site will
accept your tree at no cost, 8 a.m. -- 4
p.m., Monday – Friday, as well as the
first two Saturdays in January. For more
information, you can visit their website
at www.smscorf.com.
The same advice applies with both of
these mulching options, as applies with
the curbside pickup: please remove all
tinsel, lights, ornaments, and the metal
tree stand. Please note: you may wrap
your old tree in plastic to prevent the
needles from shedding in your car or
truck as you transport, but you must remove the plastic bag before you leave
the tree at their locations.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Master Gardeners schedule
classes at local libraries
Already dreaming of spring planting? Plan ahead and attend one or more
of these free classes at hosted by the
Carver-Scott Master Gardeners at Scott
County libraries!
Jordan Library
275 Creek Lane
(952) 496-8050
Monday, March 7, 6:30 p.m. –
Vegetable Gardening: Old Favorites
and New Ideas
New Prague Library
400 East Main Street
(952) 758-2391
Wednesday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. -Vegetable Gardening: Old Favorites
and New Ideas
Prior Lake Library
16210 Eagle Creek Avenue
(952) 707-1770
Monday, February 22, 6:30 p.m. –
Vegetable Gardening
Monday, February 29, 6:30 p.m. –
Small Space Vegetable Gardening
Monday, March 7, 6:30 p.m. –
Managing Pests in the Vegetable
Garden
Monday, March 21, 6:30 p.m. –
Gardens for Butterﬂies, Bees, and
Other Pollinators
Monday, March 28, 6:30 p.m. –
Container Gardening
Monday, April 4, 6:30 p.m. – Native
Alternatives for Popular Plants
Monday, April 11, 6:30 p.m. – Special
Topic: Emerald Ash Borer*
Shakopee Library
235 S. Lewis
(952) 233-9590

Tuesday, February 16, 6:30 p.m. – Tree
Pruning**
Tuesday, February 23, 6:30 p.m. –
Vegetable Gardening
Tuesday, March 1, 6:30 p.m. – Small
Space Vegetable Gardening
Tuesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m. –
Managing Pests in the Vegetable
Garden
Tuesday, March 15, 6:30 p.m. –
Gardens for Butterﬂies, Bees, and
Other Pollinators
Tuesday, March 22, 6:30 p.m. –
Container Gardening
Tuesday, March 29, 6:30 p.m. – Native
Alternatives for Popular Plants
Tuesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m. – Special
Topic: Emerald Ash Borer**
Savage Library
13090 Alabama Avenue South
(952) 707-1770
Wednesday, February 17, 6:30 p.m. –
Container Gardening
*EAB class in Prior Lake will be
presented by Kathy Gehler, Public
Works and Natural Resources Director,
Prior Lake
**Pruning and EAB classes in
Shakopee will be presented by Jacob
Bushian, Natural Resource Technician,
ISA Certiﬁed Arborist, Shakopee
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Children’s mental health matters

In September 2014, staff from Children’s Mental Health (CMH) confronted
some disappointing ﬁgures about case management services. Of all families who
made a request for mental health services for a child, only about 50 percent of the
families had a case opened in the County. Of course, staff had known there were
some that “fell through the cracks,” but 50 percent was jaw-dropping. The real
numbers were not merely disappointing, they were frightening... and the Delivering What Matters way of doing business shook out the data and magniﬁed a serious
ﬂaw in the department’s service approach.
On one hand, CMH was busy being very focused on the high quality of service
to the children and families who were being served by case management. On the
other hand, they learned there was a blind spot: The children and families who took
a direct impact as they got caught spinning in the intake process, never to receive
CMH support. The story told was that their own processes created barriers for
children who suffer from a severe emotional disturbance (SED) and their families
from receiving CMH services.
The department was challenged to do something more. The gap needed to be
closed.
Fast forward one year to September 2015: CMH staff were happy to present
much more positive results of renewed efforts. They had implemented a “presumptive eligibility” intake process driven by the data revealed the previous year.
“Presumptive eligibility” means families make a phone call to make a request to
CMH, and a case manager is assigned to assist the family within a couple days.
Families are no longer required to complete a lengthy application form, and the
CMS team no longer requires a diagnostic assessment in hand verifying the child
is SED. There are no more long waits for those that get opened to CMH. They
completely eliminated the barriers and inconvenience to families so they can easily
access mental health services. In short, the burden shifted to the case managers to
schedule intake meetings, obtain diagnostic assessments to verify eligibility on all
new clients, and serve more children with higher efﬁciency – all while maintaining
good outcomes.
It’s no cake walk, to be certain – it demands the best of all of them. But kids
matter. While it’s too early to tell what CMS’s numbers will be come September
2016, last year’s results are quite promising. Tellingly, there have been no staff
resignations, meltdowns, or complaints, and the efforts paid off. As the former Gopher’s football coach, Glen Mason, said on a recent Dan Barreiro radio show: “You
cannot develop character and integrity, you can only hire it.”
Conceptually, all CMS staff agreed that the data in 2014 signiﬁed a problem and
that it conﬂicted with their identity and purpose. Yet having an intellectual conversation is one thing, but unifying everyone to making real changes is completely
different. What, aside of staff integrity, made the difference?
Conceptually, they “got it” – they understood the data and need to change the
intake process.
•
Change was not imposed; the problem was exposed, and understanding
explored.
•
The purpose of the change was illuminated so all understood “why.”
•
Everyone was allowed to express any concern, and barriers were identiﬁed.
•
The team understood individually what personal changes were needed to
be successful.
•
The team understood the needed effort and collectively the team agreed
and committed.
•
The team was involved in designing the process of how they would carry
out their new responsibilities.
•
The team genuinely felt supported and believed that change was possible
with the proposed plan – that is, having conﬁdence that the resources and planning was adequate to implement the change successfully.
•

And that, as they say, is the rest of the story…
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Household Collections: Wed (12-6 p.m.), Thurs (12-4 p.m.), and Sat (8 a.m.-12 noon)
Small Business fluorescent bulb collection: (9 a.m. to 12 noon, 1st Tue of each month)

Green = Household, Red = Small Business, White = Facility is closed that day
PLEASE NOTE: Plans to improve the HHW Facility during 2016 could result
in some unexpected facility closures during the coming year, especially in
early January, and again toward the middle of 2016. Please visit our HHW
web site at www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for the latest information on our
operational schedule, as well as details on how the construction will impact
that schedule. Thank you patience and understanding, as we work to serve
your family better!

Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW or www.co.scott.mn.us/VSQG for more info
including lists of acceptable materials, prices (where applicable), and
information on emergency closings and schedule adjustments.

Garden Fever set for March 5
Save the date, give as a gift
The Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners announce their 18th annual horticulture day with this year’s
overall theme “Gardening For All
Ages.”
The event will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2016, from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Oak Ridge Conference Center in Chaska. Featured “Gardening for All Ages” will be
speakers include Melinda Myers, the theme for Garden Fever 2016.
author of Midwest Gardeners Handbook and writer for Birds and Blooms on “Designing a Garden that will Age
with You.” along with Karl Foord, U of M Extension Educator, on “Up Close
and Personal with Insects.” Other topics include “Gardening with Children,”
“Gardening Through the Ages,” “Caring for a Home Vineyard,” “A Lifetime
of Trees,” and “Getting in Shape to Garden.”
The cost to participate is $42 by February 26, $47 after – this fee includes
a continental breakfast and buffet lunch. Register at www.carverscottmastergardeners.org, or call (952) 466-5300 for more information.

