Vol. 17, No. 4

The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services to all citizens
in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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7th Annual City to Country
Tour planned for Sept. 24
Even as Scott County’s residential
and commercial-industrial sector grows,
the agricultural community here still
thrives. To help residents better understand what agricultural businesses offer
and where they are located, the University of Minnesota Extension Service and

the Scott County Historical Society will
host the seventh annual City to Country
Tour on Saturday, September 24, from
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
This “drive it yourself” tour will feature four sites: Kaos Kennels in New
Prague, Cedar Summit Dairy Farm in
New Prague, Crofut Family Vineyard
and Winery in Jordan, and the Stocker
Dairy Farm in Jordan. Each site leaves
visitors with a positive, lasting impression about agriculture in Scott County
and throughout Minnesota through demonstrations, hands-on activities, and educational displays.
This year, visitors will need to purchase a pass to participate in the tour.
There is no charge for children under age
5. Individuals can purchase a pass to
tour all four sites for $8, and families of
four to six people can purchase a pass
to tour all the sites for $20. As an added
incentive, passes purchased before September 24, 2005 will be sold at a reduced
CITY TO COUNTRY to back page
A variety of pets, as well as pet
training demonstrations, will be
featured at Kaos Kennels in rural
New Prague.

Cows graze in pastures at the grass-based organic dairy farm and
creamery, Cedar Summit Dairy, in rural New Prague.

At the fair with her fowl
Members of Scott County 4-H and other county residents exhibited a
variety of animals and projects at the Scott County Fair, held July 2731 at the fairgrounds in Jordan. See Page 8 for more photos.

Senior Expo 2005 set for
October 21 in Shakopee
After a one year hiatus, the Senior
Expo is back – and all Scott County area
seniors and residents are invited to join
the hosting committee for a day of exhibits, entertainment, food, and fun! The
2005 Senior Expo – scheduled for Friday, October 21 at the Shakopee Senior High School — will be hosted and
presented by a collaborative of organizations and providers dedicated to serving and celebrating seniors in Scott
County and surrounding areas. The
Expo has been designed to provide an
informative and entertaining event, highlighting various services available to
older adults in the Scott County area.
This year’s Expo will have a particular
focus on health and wellness information, but will have something for everyone, too – including enjoyable speakers
and activities. Lunch will be served, and

Roundabout ahead

Get Green on Sept. 20

Work continues on the new
roundabout interchange at
TH 13/CH 2.
Page 4

Scott County 4-H will host programs Sept. 20 to introduce area
residents to its programs.
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there will be live entertainment and
prizes.
The theme of the 2005 Senior Expo
is “Celebrate Long Term Living,” and
check-in will begin at 8:30 a.m. The
keynote speaker, Catherine R. Johnson,
PhD, will kick off the morning with a
dynamic, enthusiastic, and motivational
topic to help start a dialogue highlighting the contributions and capabilities of
older adults in later life. Ms. Johnson
comes to the Expo from the Metropolitan Area on Aging.
Following the keynote address,
Expo participants are invited to spend
the rest of the morning familiarizing
themselves with the array of exhibits and
service providers on hand to share information about their specialties and
services. Lunch, prizes, and entertainSENIOR EXPO to page 9

Historical Scene
The Sound of History:
Music and society in
Scott County.
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Understanding citizen expectations
It might appear somewhat obvious to think that one of local government’s
obligations is to understand the perspective of citizens. However, given the complexity, diversity, and ever-changing demographic profile of our County, the mantra “listen to the people” is often much easier said than done. Consequently, one of
the more significant of the County Board’s policy initiatives is to develop a participatory form of local government that encourages and supports an active and informed population. The question the Commissioners and County staff are pondering today is how best to achieve this policy priority within the context of the traditional and the current state of the citizen-local government relationship.
Of course, you can’t know where you’re going until you know where you’ve
been… and where you are. And frankly, everyone has an opinion. But while
we’re perpetually concerned about the opinions of our residents, what we are truly
seeking are the underlying expectations of government that they may have. That
knowledge – the understanding of the fundamental basis of citizen expectations —
is the most solid foundation for our efforts to engage an active and informed population.
In two recent presentations — the first with local business officials and the
second with members of our largest division within the County (Community Services) — I offered ideas that can help form the rudimentary beginning for our
discussions. In my opinion, I think these begin to articulate the general perspective
of our citizens and their feelings toward local government.
Citizens want the best “bang for the buck.” Over the years, I have often
heard this statement. While it remains relatively easy to say, it is elusive to define.
Ask any citizen in almost any context, and the definition typically will fall into the
category of “get me the most you can get for my money.” It is almost impossible
to universally define the best “bang for the buck,” but intuitively a property taxpayer knows it when he/she sees it. Frankly, citizens don’t have a lot of time for
public finance analysis and dissecting financial reports; as such, their judgment
will be somewhat instinctive.
Citizens want to trust their local officials. Although overall confidence in
government has faltered over the past several decades, I am a firm believer that
there is hope… and the possibility for changing that viewpoint for local government. Most local elected and appointed officials are our neighbors, friends, and
family members; inherently, we are given the benefit of the doubt (at least at first).
Building and maintaining trust over a long period is difficult to achieve, but our
citizens are fair and reasonable and want to be able to trust their local officials to
do the right thing. “Minnesota Nice”? Well, maybe not, but rare is the local
official found to be anything but sincere and forthright with their intentions. I
think the citizens understand that; it is up to us to prove it day in and day out.
Citizens want their local officials to be responsive. Frequently, after a difficult conversation over a controversial issue, a citizen will comment: “Say, thanks
for listening.” Another similar comment routinely heard is “I don’t know what you
can do for me, but I want to express my opinion.” Citizens know we cannot always do what they want us to do, but listening, responding, and engaging in a
respectful discussion over a given topic is essential. We realize that lending an ear
or a few minutes of our time goes a long way toward customer satisfaction.
Citizens want a reasonably constant or marginally changing property tax
burden. Through my 20 plus years of local government experience, I’ve certainly
found this point to be true. A dramatic change in property tax bills – either up or
down – is problematic and always raises a lot of questions. Our job in local government is not to assume that we can automatically raise (or lower) property taxes,
but to earn the trust and respect of the taxpayer so that we can be responsive to the
demands of our growing, changing community.
Citizens want the language of government to be less confusing and more
understandable. Governmentspeak can be confusing and difficult at times (even
to us in this business). Of course, those of us who work in the public sector have
learned to understand it and use it in our everyday conversation. However, for a
citizen unfamiliar with government, our language can be intimidating and confusing. Acronyms, abbreviations, and bureaucratic language may work in a staff
meeting, but in a citizen forum, we will serve best by making our words and language easier to understand.
Citizens want to know what is going on and have high expectations of
local officials. No one argues this fact that people may not have a lot of extra time
these days, but that does not diminish their “care quotient.” Look at our voting
records for evidence: We are a growing and expanding county, faced with many
new policy choices and priorities, but the fact remains that we have an interested
population that responds to our surveys, uses advanced technology to obtain information, and reads the publications we distribute. Our citizens have set a high bar
for our performance.
Citizens want different — and at times contradictory – outcomes. One
only has to sit in on a County Board or Planning Commission meeting and see this
fact play itself out again and again. With land use decisions and development
concerns dominating our agenda, someone often sees themselves as either a winner or loser. This point is also manifested in setting our budgets. Should we spend
money on parks, transit, roads, human services, or public safety? Citizens have
different opinions about what is a priority, and thus where we should be allocating
our resources. We have to realize that our job is to collect as much information as
possible prior to making our decisions.
Citizens run the business of government, and local officials have the same
expectations as the average person. The essential difference is that the obligation
of public service requires that elected and appointed officials learn and understand
citizen expectations. My list may not be exhaustive, but I believe it provides a
solid understanding of the basic wants and desires of our citizens. However, whether
or not I am on the right track is ultimately up to the residents of Scott County.

County Board Meetings Through October
August 16
August 23
August 30

—
—
—

no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board Workshop

September 6
September 13
September 20
September 27

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board satellite visit
County Board meeting

October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting; County Health Board
meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except where indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary Tracy
Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCIES
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Scott County advisory committee
members receive a per diem and mileage reimbursement. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Tracy Cervenka
at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Community Corrections Act Advisory Committee (5 vacancies). Scott
County is seeking citizen volunteers (one from each of the five Commissioner
districts) to serve on the Scott County Community Corrections Advisory Board.
This newly created Board will be responsible for making recommendations to the
Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections.
Additionally, the Advisory Board will assist in the development, implementation,
and annual update of the comprehensive plan for correctional programs and services. The Advisory Board will be comprised of law enforcement officials and
staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and
citizens. The committee will meet regularly throughout the year. Advisory Board
members will be appointed by the Scott County Board of Commissioners and
shall serve two-year terms (with a maximum of three appointments). Persons of
color and from various ethnic groups are encouraged to apply.
Community Health Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). The Community
Health Advisory Committee – a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource
Council — is comprised of at-large citizens and one youth-at-large representative.
Members are appointed for two-year terms. Currently, there are one at-large and
one youth-at-large vacancies on this Committee. The Committee helps with planning and community integration of public health services and make policy and
budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets
four times a year.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is
a vacancy in Commissioner District 5. The Resource Council participates in the
formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the
County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and
community-at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. The Resource Council meets quarterly on the third Monday of
the first month of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (3 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Currently, there are three vacancies on this Committee representing the business
community and parents of clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served
by the program, the employers, applicable professions and the community at large.
The Committee meets four times a year on Monday evenings.
Commissioner Districts:
District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County.
♦ District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; and the Cities of Elko, New Market, and precinct 6 in the City of Savage.
♦ District 3 – The City of Shakopee precincts 1-6, 8, and 10
♦ District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12 in the
City of Shakopee.
♦ District 5 – The City of Savage, except precinct 6.
♦
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Property information search Appropriateness of use

Scott County Jail, Law Enforcement
Center nears completion
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office would like to announce the opening of the
new Jail and Law Enforcement Center. Information about the Grand Opening
and public tours will be published in your local newspapers this fall. Please
watch for the announcement and plan a visit during the Grand Opening.

New life jacket law for
children takes effect
A new law went into effect on May
6, 2005 that requires children under
age 10 to wear a life jacket while boating on Minnesota waters. The new law
requires that a life jacket be worn by
children less than 10 years of age when
aboard watercraft in Minnesota whenever the craft is under way (not tied up
at a dock or permanent mooring).
Exemptions from this requirement: when in an enclosed cabin or below the top deck on a watercraft; when
on an anchored boat that serves as a platform for swimming or diving; and when
aboard a charter (passenger) craft with
a licensed captain.
A written warning will be issued for
the first offense only until May 1, 2006.
A petty misdemeanor with a $100 fine
will be issued for a second offense between now and May 1, 2006, and for
any offense on or after May 1, 2006.
Always keep your children safe on

The Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Department and County
Surveyor’s Office have been receiving
phone calls recently concerning the accuracy of the parcel line information
available on the Scott County website
(www.co.scott.mn.us). As such, Surveyor and GIS staff decided that it was
best to explain how the parcel line information was created and how it is used
appropriately.
A parcel line is a line that signifies
the boundary to a property. Our parcel
lines were created in the 1990s by converting hand drawn, half-section maps
into digital lines. Early half-section maps
were not meant to show parcel lines exactly – a very difficult task with only a
ruler and protractor. (New technology,
of course, is far more accurate.) Moreover, many of these half-section maps
were created without having created a
good section breakdown. The data represented on the maps are only as good
as the control information (section corners and section breakdowns) and as
good as the surveying techniques available at the time they were created.
In the earliest surveys of Scott
County (e.g., downtown Belle Plaine,
Shakopee, Prior Lake, et cetera), the survey techniques — if used at all — were
limited by the equipment available. The
monuments and other landmark evidence that remain today will determine
where the boundaries actually exist. So
the graphical representation on the Scott
County website may or may not accurately depict what is actually on the
ground — only a land survey can do that.
Without actually conducting surveys,
Surveying and GIS staff are limited to
computing the parcels per the recorded

document which does not always match
what is on the ground. (Clearly, the parcel data on the website will never replace
a land survey!)
There are a number of potential reasons why parcel lines might not be completely accurate:
1. The parcel lines and
orthophotos are different data sets, and
may have been created at different scales
and levels of accuracy.
2. The parcel lines, in some places,
can be accurate at any position at plus
or minus ten feet. The same can be said
for the orthophotography.
3. Surveying standards, accuracies, and equipment have improved
since the first plats and parcel lines were
drawn on maps.
4. Errors can occur, although they
are increasingly rare. But numbers can
get transposed and lines can get moved
unknowingly.
GIS and Surveying staff are continually working on improving Scott
County’s parcel lines and the spatial data
layers, and the layers of spatial data may
never match exactly. While there’s a lot
that can be attributed to growth and development, this is not a unique “growing pain” for Scott County. In fact, most
counties are dealing with this problem.
Ultimately, the best thing to do to
resolve any question about a property
boundary is to communicate with your
neighbor or other party and civilly discuss what you perceive exists. If that
doesn’t work, County staff suggests hiring a private surveyor to identify your
property corners.

ATTENTION:
Scott County has several tax payment options
for your convenience!

the water by making sure they wear their
life jacket… and set a good example by
wearing one yourself!

PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE AT CUSTOMER
SERVICE IN THE GOVERNMENT CENTER ON:
Mondays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
DRIVE UP TAX PAYMENT DROP OFF: You can
drive up to the designated area near the entry of the Government Center on Friday, October 14th (as the 15th is on
Saturday) and not even leave your car. Staff will be
available from 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. to take your
property tax payment from you.
TAX PAYMENT DROP OFF BOXES are located:
Inside the Government Center in front of Customer
Service and near the front receptionist desk.
Outside the Government Center, October 1 - October 15.
At all Scott County Libraries, October 7- October 15.
(Please check local libraries for hours.)

Jailed for a cause
Scott County Public Works Director Lezlie Vermillion willfully
committed herself to “custody” as part of a Muscular Dystrophy
Association (“Jerry’s Kids”) fundraiser last month. For her part, the
intrepid Road Queen raised $668 for the event.

DIRECT PAYMENT: You can also have your
property taxes automatically deducted from your checking
or savings account on the due dates that are shown
on your tax payment stubs. For more
information on direct deposit,
please call (952) 496-8153.
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Roundabout: Coming soon to
TH 13/CH 2 intersection
The intersection of Trunk Highway (TH) 13 and
County Highway (CH) 2 — northeast of New Prague
— is currently being reconstructed as part of the process of installing Scott County’s first roundabout. The
project, led by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, will be the first intersection of the kind for
Scott County, but likely not the last.

roundabout are typically less severe than other intersection controls.
A 2001 study conducted by the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety considered 24 roundabouts installed across eight states in the 1990s. The study concluded that all injury crashes had been reduced by 76
percent, and that serious and fatal crashes were reduced
by an amazing 89 percent.

What is a roundabout?
A roundabout is a one-way, circular intersection
in which traffic flows around a center island. All
roundabouts are characterized by the following features:
♦ All traffic entering the circle yields to traffic already in the circle.
♦ Pavement markings and raised islands direct
approaching traffic into a one-way, counterclockwise
flow.
♦ The radius of the circular road and the angles
of entry are designed to slow the speed of vehicles.

Such injury crash reductions are why roundabouts
are becoming more common in California, Colorado,
Florida, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, South Carolina,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. The Medford exit off of
Interstate 35 has a roundabout at each of the ramp terminals, and several exist in the Clover Ridge neighborhood in Chaska. Washington County is currently
considering a multi-lane roundabout on County Highway 13 (Radio Drive) in Woodbury.

Why not install stop signs or a signal?
The main benefit roundabouts can provide at rural high-speed intersections such as TH 13 and CH 2
is safety. Unfortunately, stop signs, signals, and even
roundabouts don’t prevent drivers from making mistakes. At rural high-speed intersections, mistakes made
at stop signs or signals (e.g., running a stop sign, running a red light, misjudging a gap in traffic) can be
tragic. However, because the only movement allowed
upon entry or exit from a roundabout is a right turn,
and because speeds are greatly reduced (typically below 30 m.p.h.), the type of crashes that occur in a

Girl Scout Council
needs volunteers
The Girl Scout Council of Cannon Valley — serving 27 communities in a seven county area – also includes the Scott County communities of Belle Plaine,
Jordan, New Prague, Shakopee, New Market, Prior
Lake, and Savage. Any girl ages 5-17 can join the Girl
Scout organization, and any adult male or female over
the age of 18 may volunteer. (References are checked.)
The Girl Scout Council of Cannon Valley is recruiting adult volunteers in all communities. The
volunteer’s skills and availability can be matched to
the opportunities available. Examples of volunteer positions are leaders, service team members, chaperones,
drivers, event coordinators, public relations, fund development, guest speakers, translators, and more.
For more information about the volunteer needs
in your community, youth registration, or volunteering, please contact the Girl Scout Council of Cannon
Valley at (507) 645-6603 or via the web at
www.gsccv.org.

What are the disadvantages of roundabouts?
Pedestrians don’t have a signal to help them cross
and bicyclists must merge with motor vehicles to enter the roundabout. Construction costs for urban
roundabouts are generally comparable to a traffic signal, but rural roundabouts can be two to three times
the cost of a signal. In rural applications, roundabouts
can add delay for certain approaches, especially when
compared to two-way stop control.
Can roundabouts accommodate all types of vehicles?
Larger vehicles (semi-trucks, fire trucks, farm
equipment) may have to drive on the concrete apron
around the center island to navigate the roundabout.
Roundabouts are designed with this in mind.

Mid-season road
construction
update issued
CSAH 1 Blakeley Bridge over the MN River
Construction on this project has recently resumed.
The contractor, Lunda Construction of Black River
Falls, is currently completing the substructure (forming, pouring, and curing the last pier cap) before the
beams can be set to allow the bridge deck to be constructed. The bridge deck and approaches will take
about eight weeks to complete. Therefore, if the
weather cooperates, it’s possible the bridge could be
completed by late October and opened to traffic. Once
the CSAH 1 Bridge is open to traffic, MnDOT will
close the Trunk Highway 25 Bridge in Belle Plaine
and replace it with a new bridge.
CSAH 21 - CSAH 27 to Dakota County
This project – led by contractor SM Hentges of
Jordan — was started last summer. The contractor
has been working to complete the new westbound lanes
of CSAH 21. Traffic has been using the existing roadway during construction, except for about four weeks
in June when the road was closed to through traffic to
complete the lowering of the intersection of CSAH 21
(185th St.) and CSAH 91 (Natchez). The one-mile segment of 185th in Dakota County (between Judicial Rd.
and I-35) was also closed at that time to work on reconstruction of this segment involving installation of
city utilities (sanitary sewer and water). Once the westbound lanes are completed, traffic will be shifted to
these lanes and the contractor will reconstruct the south
half of the roadway for the eastbound lanes. This traffic switch is scheduled for late September. The project
is scheduled to be completed in July 2006.
CSAH 46 - Overlay
The entire six mile length of CSAH 46 will receive a bituminous mill and overlay this summer. The
contract for this work was awarded to Buffalo Bituminous of Buffalo, and they are scheduled to complete this work before September 2, 2005. Traffic will
be maintained during this work; however, drivers may
experience some delay.
CSAH 2 and TH 13 Roundabout
(see related article)
This MnDOT project was started on Tuesday, July
12 and this intersection is currently closed to traffic.
During this time, traffic on TH 13 is detoured to TH
21 and TH 282. Traffic on CSAH 2 is detoured to
CSAH 23, CSAH 86, and CR 89. This detour will be
in effect until construction of the roundabout is completed, estimated for August 26.
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Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about
Scott County government and the opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage
you to contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952-4968780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions you would like answered
or a suggestion for a future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.

CR 66, Sawmill Rd. and TH 21 — Jordan
The City of Jordan is currently reconstructing the
intersection of CR 66, Sawmill Rd. and TH 21. This
project will realign CR 66 and Sawmill Rd. so that
they will align with each other and provide a safer standard four-leg intersection. Currently, CR 66 and Sawmill Rd. are offset, creating a less than desirable intersection with several conflict points.
CSAH 2 - Church St. to I-35
CSAH 2 is being reconstructed from CSAH 91 to
I-35 as a four-lane rural divided roadway. From Church
St. to CSAH 91 (Natchez), CSAH 2 will transition from
a two-lane two-way undivided roadway to a four-lane
rural divided roadway. Construction of this project
will also include the first phase of the Met Council
Elko-New Market Interceptor, sanitary sewer, and
watermain work for the City of New Market and a lift
station and sanitary sewer work for the Elko-New
Market Joint Sewer Board.
The contract for this project has been awarded to
S.M. Hentges, with construction scheduled to start in
late August. This project will maintain traffic during
construction except for two short road closures between Church St. and CSAH 91 (Natchez). One road
closure will occur this year for up to one week and the
other road closure will be next spring and be up to
three weeks in length. This project is scheduled for
completion in late fall of 2006.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

August/September 2005 Scott County SCENE Page 5

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin; handle with care
Most of us remember using mercury
thermometers as children. If mom
thought we had a fever, she would grab
the thin glass tube from the medicine
cabinet, “shake it down” with her hand,
and place it in our mouth while instructing us to keep it under our tongue until
she told us it was done. For many years,
that was the standard way most people
determined if you had a fever. Consequently, most homes have always contained at least one mercury thermometer.
They were easy to use, inexpensive, and
accurate. However, the problem with
mercury thermometers was that, from
time to time, people would drop them.
When dropped, the thermometer would
usually break and release its mercury into
the home -- presenting a very dangerous situation to the family.
Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that
can cause permanent damage to the brain
and central nervous system, especially
among young children. In pregnant
women, mercury may pass through the
placenta and can harm the fetus. That is
why it is recommended that you replace
the mercury fever thermometer in your
home with a mercury-free one, such as
a digital, chemical strip, or a glass thermometer filled with a non-mercury liquid metal alloy.
The use of a mercury-free alternatives will prevent the release of mercury
into the environment when the family
breaks or otherwise discards the thermometer. In addition, digital thermometers are very accurate, work faster, and
will not contaminate your home if they
are dropped or broken. The chemical
“strip” thermometers and the non-mercury metal alloy thermometers do not
require a battery, which means they are
always ready to use. These various options are available at health and drug
stores everywhere, and are fairly inexpensive to purchase. When you replace
your old mercury thermometers, be sure
to bring them to your local Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility for
proper management and disposal.
But, let’s say that you have not replaced your mercury thermometer with
a mercury-free variety yet. And, unfortunately, you just dropped it on the floor
and watched helplessly as tiny beads of
mercury scattered around your bathroom
floor. Now what should you do? You
know that mercury is a potent neurotoxin. You know that mercury is toxic
to many organ systems, including the
central nervous system, and it can damage the brain, spinal cord, kidneys and
liver. What steps should you take to protect your family’s health?
Can you clean up the spill yourself?
You may be able to clean the spill
yourself if it was a small amount (such
as the amount of mercury contained in a
thermometer, or about the size of a pencil eraser), if it was confined to a small
area and has not been spread around, or
if it was spilled on either a smooth, hard,
surface (such as tile, linoleum, or wood)
or a small, porous item (such as an area
rug) that can be thrown away.
However, you should call for help
if the spill occurred on a warm surface, if it spilled into a device that vaporizes liquids (such as a humidifier),
or if a larger amount was spilled than
is in a thermometer (as would be the
case with antique instruments, home
or school laboratories, or old mining
supplies). Call the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) through the
Minnesota Duty Officer anytime at (651)
649-5451 (in the Twin Cities metro area)
or (800) 422-0798 for assistance with a
mercury spill.

cleaning mercury from carpet.
♦ Remove the item from the home
and store it in an unoccupied, warm,
ventilated place for several months to
allow the mercury to vaporize. Do not
put the item in an attached garage.
♦ Hire an environmental laboratory to test the item to see whether all
the mercury has vaporized.
Cleanup of broken fluorescent
and HID lamps
♦ If the lamp has just been broken, quickly open a window or exterior
door and leave the area for 15 to 20 minutes.
♦ Follow mercury cleanup instructions for the type of surface to be
cleaned.
♦ Label the outer bag “Hazardous
– Mercury Cleanup Waste.”
Gather the necessary cleanup supplies. First, open a window to bring in
fresh air...and do not use a vacuum
cleaner. Collect the supplies listed below. Remember, everything that becomes contaminated with mercury
should be disposed of.
♦

Gloves, preferably made of rub-

ber

♦ Small plastic bags, preferably
zipper style
♦ Large trash bags
♦ A large tray or box
♦ Paper towels (napkins, tissues or
toilet paper may also be used)
♦ Two index cards, stiff paper,
cardboard, single edge razor blades, or
a rubber squeegee
♦ Duct tape, packing tape, or
masking tape
♦ A wide mouth, screw-top container with a lid
A plastic dustpan, eyedropper, and
a flashlight may also be needed..

Cleanup Instructions for Various
Types of Surfaces
Cleanup on hard surfaces, such as
countertops, linoleum or tile
1. Collect the glass (from the broken thermometer or other device):
♦ Place pieces of glass on a paper
towel.
♦ Fold the paper towel, enclosing
the glass shards, and place it in a plastic
bag and seal the bag.
2. Collect the mercury:
♦ Push all of the small beads of
mercury together using two razor blades
or stiff paper or cardboard. Use the flashlight to search for other glass shards and
mercury – the light will reflect off the
mercury, making it easier to spot.
♦ Pick up the beads of mercury by
pushing them into a dustpan or onto a
stiff sheet of paper or cardboard. You
can also try using an eyedropper to collect beads of mercury.
♦ Working over a tray or box,
slowly and carefully transfer the mercury
into a wide-mouth, screw-top container.
Put on the lid, and seal it with tape. Place
the wide-mouth container into a plastic
bag, and seal the bag. Place the bag inside a second plastic bag and seal. Label this bag: “Hazardous – Waste Mercury” and keep it separate from the other
bags of cleanup debris.
♦ Pick up any remaining droplets
of mercury and pieces of glass with tape.
A cotton ball or moist paper towel may
also be used to pick up mercury beads
from cracks and crevices, while using a
flashlight to look for small mercury
droplets. Working in a tray or box, place
the mercury-contaminated tape into a
plastic bag and seal.

♦ Label all of the cleanup bags
“Hazardous - Mercury Cleanup Waste.”
3. Collect the cleanup supplies:
♦ Place all items used for the
cleanup – the tray or box, dustpan, paper, cardboard, tape, cotton balls, paper
towels and eyedropper – into a plastic
bag.
♦ Carefully remove the gloves by
turning them inside out and place them
in the bag with the other cleanup supplies. Seal the bag.
♦ Place the bag containing the
cleanup supplies into a second plastic
bag and seal the outer bag.
♦ Label the outer bag “Hazardous
– Mercury Cleanup Waste.”

Proper disposal of your
cleanup debris
Take the mercury and your contaminated cleanup supplies to your local
household hazardous waste collection
site. Keep the liquid mercury in a sturdy
plastic container with a screw cap, and
label the container/bag “Hazardous –
Waste Mercury.” Keep your other
cleanup debris in bags labeled “Hazardous – Mercury Cleanup Waste,” including broken fluorescent and HID lamps,
soil contaminated with mercury, shoes
or clothing visibly contaminated with
mercury, and your contaminated cleanup
supplies.
Put these items into
your regular trash:
♦ Shoes and clothing that are not
visibly contaminated with mercury
♦ Items that have contacted mercury but are not visibly contaminated
with mercury (if your local household
hazardous waste collection site won’t
take them: for example, mercury will not
adhere to dry paper or cardboard, so
those can simply be thrown in your
trash).

Cleanup on carpet
Whenever possible, it’s best to cut
out the contaminated area of carpet and
pad. Fold the contaminated piece so the
mercury is trapped inside. Place the contaminated item and all items used for
cleanup in a plastic bag. Place the bag
into a second plastic bag and seal the
outer bag with tape. Label the outer bag
“Hazardous – Mercury Cleanup Waste.”
If you are unwilling to cut out the
contaminated area, you can try to use
cotton balls, moist paper towels, or an
eyedropper to pick up the spilled mercury. Place all items used for the cleanup
into a plastic bag. Place the bag into a
second plastic bag and seal the outer bag
with tape. Label the outer bag: Hazardous – Mercury Cleanup Waste. Then
contact Scott County Environmental
Health (952-496-8652) or call the Minnesota Duty Officer (651-649 5451 or
1-800-422-0798) who will connect you
with appropriate MPCA staff. Ask them
about testing the carpet for mercury contamination to determine if your cleanup
efforts were effective.
Cleanup on large, valuable,
porous items
If mercury has been spilled on a
large or valuable item, such as a sofa,
Oriental rug, or heirloom quilt, you
might be able to salvage the item with
the following steps:
♦ Clean the item as much as possible using the techniques described for

Things You Should NEVER Do
After a Mercury Spill:
♦ Never allow people who are
wearing mercury-contaminated shoes or
clothing to walk around the house, since
doing so will likely spread the spilled
mercury.
♦ Never heat liquid mercury.
When heated, mercury evaporates rapidly, causing it to go into the air as mercury vapor. Mercury vapor is dangerous
to breathe within your home, and bad
for the environment.
♦ Never use an ordinary vacuum
cleaner or a shop vacuum to clean up
mercury. The vacuum cleaner will heat
up the mercury, causing it to become
airborne mercury vapor. In addition, the
vacuum cleaner will become contaminated with mercury and may continue
to release mercury vapor into your home
for a long time.
♦ Never use a broom to clean up
mercury. It will break the mercury into
smaller drops and spread it around more.
The small droplets evaporate faster and
are more difficult to clean up.
♦ Never pour mercury down a
drain. The mercury can become lodged
in pipes, where it can pollute septic tanks
or wastewater-treatment plants.
♦ Never launder mercury-contaminated clothing in a washing machine. Doing so can contaminate the
washer. Dispose of mercury-contaminated clothing in the trash, or if it is visibly contaminated, take it to a household
hazardous waste collection site.
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Agency on Aging seeks
prospective Board members
The Metropolitan Area Agency on
Aging (MAAA) is developing a pool of
candidates for future board membership.
The Board of Directors is a policy-making governing board pursuing MAAA’s
mission: helping elders residing in the
seven-county Twin Cities Metropolitan
Area to age successfully.
The MAAA Board is responsible for
administering funding from the federal
Older Americans Act, managing the Senior LinkAge Line®, and developing
programs to meet needs in Anoka,
Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey,
Scott, and Washington Counties. The
Board meets monthly, and provides a stipend for members. MAAA is committed to a diverse workplace and governance.
Although MAAA will be happy to
receive applications from all interested
candidates, the Board’s Nominating
Committee will be paying special attention to the following attributes, to accommodate membership guidelines and
upcoming vacancies:
♦ Age 60 or over
♦ Persons adding diversity to the
board

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Residents of Carver, Dakota,
and Scott Counties
Knowledge of communitybased health care
Knowledge of marketing/entrepreneurship
Experience in research and
planning
Knowledge of services for persons with disabilities

In addition to administering the
Older Americans Act program, the
MAAA provides information and assistance services to seniors and caregivers
through the Senior LinkAge Line® (1800-333-2433). More than 42,000 persons were served in 2004. The MAAA
also serves as a convener, facilitator, and
service developer, working in partnership with community groups and organizations.
To apply to become a member of
the Board, request and complete the
Application Form and send to the
MAAA on or before September 30. For
more information, call (651) 917-4601
or via e-mail at gail@tcaging.org.
Website: www.tcaging.org.

Use safe disposal options
for needles and syringes
It is very important to manage and
dispose of used needles, lancets and syringes (also known as “sharps”) safely
to prevent injury and disease transmission from needle-sticks. Never discard
used needles or syringes where someone could find them and become injured.
To safely store used needles, purchase a sharps disposal container from
a pharmacy or disposal company, or use
an empty laundry detergent bottle (or
plastic pop bottle) with a screw-on lid.
Do not store used sharps in glass bottles,
aluminum cans, or coffee cans. When
taking used sharps to a clinic, hospital,
or some other collection site (or using a
mail-back program), follow their specific requirements. This may include
using a pre-purchased sharps container.
Always keep all used sharps storage
containers out of the reach of children! If plastic containers are used to
hold your sharps, be sure to label the
bottle “Do Not Recycle – Household
Sharps” and always keep the lid on when
not putting in needles. Never place containers with used needles or syringes
in a recycling bin!
A home destruction device that will
melt used needles and lancets may be a
good option. These small portable devices can be used right in your own home
to destroy needles immediately after use.
They use a few seconds of high heat to
melt needles and reduce them to a small
“BB” shaped ball. Then the remaining
syringe and melted needle can be put in
the garbage. Previously used only in
healthcare facilities, these devices are
now available in smaller, less expensive
models for home use. A needle cutter
that automatically stores the cut needles
is useful when traveling or away from
home. The clipped needles should then
be disposed of at a sharps collection site
or through a mail-back program.

There are additional easy options for
disposing of used needles, lancets, and
syringes. Some clinics, hospitals, or
pharmacies may offer collection programs for used needles, lancets or syringes. Ask your healthcare provider if
they offer such a program and about their
collection procedures. Mail-back programs will allow home sharps to be sent
to licensed disposal facilities for proper
disposal. Some U.S. Postal Service-approved providers include:
Medadyne Biomedical, Inc 714887-0315 www.medadyne.com
Safe Medical Systems 877-7223633 www.safemedical.com
Sharps Compliance, Inc 800-7725657 www.sharpsinc.com
Stericycle, Inc 651-644-1480
www.stericycle.com
UniMed Midwest 952-895-5030
www.unimed-midwest.com
Waste Management 877-927-8363
www.wastemd.com
Information for this article was
gathered from a variety of sources, including the MN Office of Environmental Assistance.

The Gardens at St. Gertrude’s features 40 assisted living units. It
opened August 1, and provides a wide range of services for residents.

New assisted living facility
located in Shakopee
Home.
It’s an amazing word; it conjures up
something different for everyone, but it
means the same thing to us all. It’s a
powerful word; it’s laden with images
of personal history, a sense of community, and family. It can also be an anxious word when a loved one is in need
of something more than in-home assistance, but something less intensive than
long-term care. But some places like
The Gardens at St. Gertrude’s in
Shakopee are changing the dated and
sterile images of senior care and replacing them with facilities that look… and
feel… like home.
While St. Gertrude’s Health and
Rehabilitation Center has operated a
long-term care facility for over nine
years, they recently opened a brand-new,
40-unit assisted living addition called,
appropriately enough, the Gardens.
These modern, light-filled apartments
range from studio size to two bedroom
“deluxe” units; each has its own kitchen
and bathroom (and more closet space
than most pre-1940s homes!), wall to
wall carpeting, large windows with window treatments, and varying floor plans
and views. Each resident’s basic assisted
living fee includes three meals a day
(plus snacks!), weekly housekeeping and
linen service, all utilities (except telephone and cable), and 24-hour nursing
assistants on-site. What’s more, it does
feel like home… plus.
Even one look around The Gardens
attests to their emphases on social connection, maintaining independence, and
the provision of a continuum of care:
from the restaurant-style menu choices

offered in the spacious, gracious congregate dining area to a beautiful, on-site
interfaith chapel (to be officially dedicated by Archbishop Harry Flynn on
August 18), nothing has been overlooked. Additional services available
include comprehensive rehabilitation,
guest meals, laundry service, and other
professional health services (such as
pharmacy, dental, optometry, and podiatry).
“An individual can receive a wide
range of services in an apartment,” said
Lee Larson, CEO/Administrator,
“Through this, they achieve an independent quality of life.”
“Each resident’s personal care needs
are fully evaluated by trained staff,”
noted marketing director Barb Grohs,
“so that every person’s level of care is
individually tailored to them.” Moreover, residents will have round-the-clock
access to one of the most esteemed medical facilities in the region: St. Francis
Medical Center. “Whatever your health
care needs are,” said Larson, “you can
access them all under one roof.”
Decisions about changing a home
environment are difficult and emotional
ones, and – increasingly — families are
looking for options and alternatives to
more traditional senior care. The Gardens at St. Gertrude’s is one of a growing number of assisted living facilities
in and around Scott County. For more
information about The Gardens, please
contact Barb Grohs at (952) 233-4488.
For more information about other care
facilities and service options in Scott
County, please contact Scott County
Public Health at (952) 496-8555.

Calling all history buffs!
The Scott County Historical Society is looking for people enthusiastic
about local history and willing to share
their time and talent with the organization by serving on the Board of Directors. These two positions are for a threeyear terms, beginning in November
2005.
The Scott County Historical Society is a Countywide professional institution taking a leadership role in the
management of the historical resources
of Scott County. It serves its communities through preserving and making information available through exhibits and
educational programs for all ages. It
strives to make history fun. In short, the
Scott County Historical Society works

to search, save, and share the history of
Scott County.
The Board of Directors is responsible for developing the Society’s strategic plan, working to meet organizational goals, setting policy, overseeing
the financial development of the organization, and acting as ambassadors to
the community. A time commitment of
approximately four hours per month includes attending regular meetings and
Society-sponsored functions, and serving on special committees as needed.
For more information, stop by the
museum at 235 Fuller St. South in
Shakopee, call the museum at (952) 4450378, or visit our website at
www.scottcountyhistory.org.
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Library News

There’s a new dog in town...hanging around libraries
There’s a new dog in town, and his name is Scott
T. MacReader. He’s been seen in New Market, Savage, and Belle Plaine promoting libraries, reading, and
the Summer Reading Program. Please watch for him
at library events because you just never know where
he will appear!
And speaking of new, the new Scott County Library information and renewal line is ready for service at (952) 890-9184. The new system will allow
you to renew your Scott County library books and other
materials interactively. You will know immediately if
your material successfully renewed and when it will
be due. In addition to renewing items, you can get a
list of items you have checked out (limited to 20 titles),
find out what items you have on hold, and find out if
you have any fees or fines on your library card. However, the computer system will not be able to figure
out who you are without your library card number, so
please remember to have it with you when you call.
The old renewal line number is no longer in service.
As always, items can be renewed online at the Scott
County Library website at www.scott.lib.mn.us (first,
select “Web Catalog and Account Information”; second, sign in with your user name [library card number] and PIN; and third, select “My Account”) or by
calling your local Scott County Library.
Quick quiz: What do fishing and libraries have
in common? For the next several months, a display
about fishing in Scott County will travel throughout
the Scott County Libraries. The display, prepared by
curator Patrick Rodgers of the Scott County Historical Society, includes fishhooks made in Belle Plaine
and pictures of the resort in Prior Lake. The Scott
County Historical Society is currently featuring a large
display of fishing artifacts at the Stans Museum located near the Shakopee Branch Library. Please check
our website (www.scott.lib.mn.us) for the complete
schedule and additional information. And while you
are visiting the library, check out the assortment of

A display about fishing in Scott County will travel
throughout the Scott County libraries during the
next several months.

books that instruct you in the art of fishing, or perhaps
the art of cooking the fish you catch!
As of this writing, we are anxiously awaiting the
new Harry Potter book. We hope that it will be on our
shelves (or rather in your hands) by the time you read
this article. If you have to wait, here are a couple of

other suggestions:
♦ So You Want to Be a Wizard by Diane
Duane. This is the first in a series of books featuring
Nita and Kit, who find a manual teaching them to be
wizards at their local library.
♦ The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper. The
second in a series of books about an 11-year-old Welsh
boy who finds that he is a wizard and must fight to
protect the world from evil. Note: this Newbery award
winning book can be a little intense for younger children.
♦ The Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin.
Ursula LeGuin is a wonderful writer who has created
a land of islands, where Ged learns to be a powerful
wizard.
♦ Andre Norton has written many fantasy and
science fiction books for younger readers. Seven Spells
to Sunday is one of over 80 books she has written.
♦ Another Newbery award winner is the Hero
and the Crown by Robin McKinley. She has also
written several books based on fairytales and folk tales.
Beauty, a retelling of Beauty and the Beast, is always
a favorite.
♦ Jane Yolen, Madeleine L’Engle, C.S.
Lewis…thee list goes on too long for this article, but
give the Scott County Library System a chance to help
you find an entertaining fantasy!
Please visit our Scott County libraries. It’s a great
place to spend a hot summer afternoon, or a rainy summer morning, or really any time at all!
Belle Plaine branch library – 952.873.6767
Jordan branch library
- 952.492.2500
New Market branch library – 952.460-3491
New Prague branch library – 952.758.2391
Prior Lake branch library - 952.447-3375
Savage branch library
- 952.707.1770
Shakopee branch library - 952.233-9590 (new)
Law Library
- 952.496.8713

Use fewer chemicals to make your home safer
How safe is your home? A recent
EPA survey concluded that indoor air is
often more polluted than outdoor air
(from three to 70 times more polluted,
in fact). Some of the pollution inside
your home may be chemicals that are
given off by items in your home, such
as formaldehyde from new carpeting or
processed wood. It may also be from
cleaning chemicals that are used within
your home. These can present real
threats to the health of your family, as
the following numbers show:
• Americans spend up to 90 percent of our time indoors, with at least
65 percent of our time being spent in
our own home.
• The National Cancer Association released results of a 15 year study
concluding that women who work in the
home are at a 54 percent higher risk of
developing cancer than women who
work outside the home.
• Cancer is the number one noninjury cause of death for children.
• Cancer is the number one killer
of women between the ages of 35 and
54.
• There has been a call from some
U.S./Canadian health professionals to
ban bleach in North America. Bleach has
been linked to increasing rates of breast
cancer in women, reproductive problems
in men and learning and behavioral problems in children.
• There are more than 3 million
poisonings in the U.S. every year.
Household cleaners are the number one
cause of poisoning among children.
• Since 1980, asthma has increased by 600 percent. The Canadian
Lung Association and the Asthma Society of Canada have identified common
household cleaners and women’s cosmetics as likely triggers.
• Formaldehyde, phenol, benzene, toluene, and xylene are found in

many household cleaners, cosmetics,
beverages, fabrics, and in cigarette
smoke. These chemicals can cause cancer, and are toxic to the human immune
system.
• There are over 4,700 separate
chemicals that have been identified in
tobacco smoke.
Certainly, cleaning chemicals and
personal care products aren’t the only
dangerous chemicals in your home, but
they may be some of the easiest ones to
replace. How can we begin to de-toxify
our homes? The answer is to start small!
Dr. George Grant, a Toxicologist/
Analytical Chemist/Microbiologist and
Founder of the International Academy
of Wellness, has assembled a very interesting website on healthy living. Visit
their web page at: www.academyof
wellness.com to learn more about
healthy habits.
There are many environmentallysafe cleaning products that you can make
at home or purchase at your local health
food store. Many of these products will
work as good or better than those that
are made with dangerous chemicals, but
yet they are much safer for your family.
Safe substitutes in the
kitchen and bath
One shelf of simple and relatively
safe ingredients can be used to perform
most home cleaning chores. All that’s
needed is some knowledge of how they
work and how different ingredients
should be combined to get the cleaning
power needed for a specific job.
Baking soda is sodium bicarbonate. It has a number of useful properties: It can neutralize acid, scrub shiny
materials without scratching, deodorize,
and even extinguish grease fires.
Baking soda can be used as a deodorizer in your refrigerator, or on
smelly carpets, upholstery, or vinyl. It

can help deodorize your drains or garbage disposal. It can clean and polish
aluminum, chrome, jewelry, plastic, porcelain, silver, stainless steel, and tin. It
will also soften fabrics and remove some
stains. Baking soda can soften hard water and make a relaxing bath time soak.
It can be used as an underarm deodorant and even as a toothpaste.
Borax is a naturally occurring mineral that is soluble in water. It can deodorize, inhibit the growth of mildew
and mold, boost the cleaning power of
soap or detergent, and remove stains. It
is often mixed with insect attractants
such as sugar and used to kill ants or
cockroaches.
Diatomacious earth -- otherwise
known as diatom, DE, or silicon dioxide -- is a great way to safely rid your
home of a variety of pests including ants,
bedbugs, fleas, beetles, bugs, ticks, cockroaches, earwigs, millipedes, centipedes,
silverfish, clothes moth, woodlice,
greenfly, blackfly, aphids, red mites, etc.
Diatomaceous earth can also be used to
control grain mites, saw-toothed grain
beetles, and other insects in grain storage areas. When treating your home for
fleas, simply sprinkle DE in your carpeting, onto your pet’s fur, or around
your yard.
Isopropyl alcohol is an excellent
disinfectant around your home.
Lemon juice, which contains citric
acid, is a deodorant and can be used to
clean glass and remove stains from alu-

minum, clothes, and porcelain. It is a
mild lightener or bleach if used with
sunlight.
Mineral oil, derived from seeds, is
an ingredient in several furniture polish
and floor wax recipes.
Soap (not detergent) is made in several ways. Castle soap can be used as a
shampoo or as a body soap. Olive-oil
based soap is very gentle to the skin. An
all-purpose liquid soap can be made by
simply dissolving the old ends of bar
soap (or grated slivers of bar soap) in
warm water.
Steel wool is an abrasive that is
strong enough to remove rust and stubborn food residues, and helps to scour
barbeque grills.
TSP is trisodium phosphate, a mixture of soda ash and phosphoric acid.
TSP is toxic if swallowed, but it can be
used on many tough jobs (such as cleaning drains or removing old paint) that
would normally require much more
caustic and poisonous chemicals. In
addition, it does not create any fumes.
Vinegar is made from soured apple
juice, grain, or wine. It contains about 5
percent acetic acid, which makes it rather
mild. Vinegar can dissolve mineral deposits and grease, remove traces of soap,
remove mildew or wax buildup, polish
some metals, and deodorize. Vinegar can
clean brick or stone, and is an ingredient in some natural carpet cleaning recipes. Use vinegar to clean out the metallic taste in coffeepots and to shine windows without streaking. Vinegar is normally used in a solution with water, but
it can be used straight from the bottle.
Washing soda or SAL soda is a sodium carbonate decahydrate, a mineral.
It can cut stubborn grease on grills,
broiler pans, and ovens. It can be used
instead of laundry detergent, and it will
also soften hard water. It is available
from drug and chemical-supply stores.
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Fair fun
Favorable weather and a large variety of exhibits,
programs, and shows brought out a great crowd
for the Scott County Fair, held July 27-31 at the
county fairgrounds in Jordan.

SWCD News

Township resident restores
wetland with help from SWCD

Mary Sullivan

CAP Director wins
statewide award
At the recent Minnesota CAP Association Annual
Conference, CAP Agency Executive Director Mary
Sullivan received the Steve Chadwick Advocacy Award
— the Association’s highest honor. The award is given
each year to a Community Action Agency person in
memory of Steve Chadwick, former Executive Director of the Duluth Community Action Program.
Sullivan was recognized for devoting her career
toward the goal of reducing poverty and for her work
as an advocate in addressing the root causes of poverty. Executive Director of the CAP Agency since
1981, Sullivan was instrumental in adding CAP Agency
services for Dakota County to the agency’s service area.
The CAP Agency provides services to more than
28,000 people in Scott, Carver, and Dakota Counties.
“Mary has been successful in her life’s work because of her unwavering respect for all individuals in
the community,” stated the award nomination. “She
has a genuine interest in the people she serves and is
equally respectful of program participants, staff, board
members, and public officials. She is as comfortable
at a Head Start Policy Council meeting as she is testifying at the state legislature. She truly believes in the
value of every community member contributing to the
solutions.”

During the fall of 2003, Gary Staber of Cedar
Lake Township approached the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD). He had recently purchased close to 50 acres adjacent to his existing ten
acres, which had been previously farmed with a cornsoybean rotation on marginal to extremely hilly land.
The majority of the land had ten percent slope, and it
eroded quite a bit when the rains came. In the middle
of the new land were large, drained wetland basins
that were excessively tiled in 1951.
Gary – an avid outdoorsman — wanted some other
alternatives for his new land. He wanted to see and
hear wildlife in his new backyard. With the assistance
of numerous agencies and programs, three wetland
restorations covering nine acres were restored, and 27
acres of native grasses and wildflowers were planted.
Five species of native grasses and two wildflowers were
planted adjacent to the restored wetlands. Now in the
second year of a 15-year contract, water is standing at
its maximum occupancy and signs of the native grasses
presence are showing.
Gary has created a wildlife paradise where waterfowl, pheasants, turkeys, deer, and other species can
benefit in a county where a sprawling population is
putting more strain on the environment.
Partners:
• U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service(NRCS)/Farm Service Agency
(FSA)
 Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) – 15 year contract
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS)
 Wetland Restoration Program
• 2003 MEP Grant
 Grass Filter Strip Program
• Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
If you would like more information on this project,
or if you would like assistance on conservation practices on your land, contact Darren Carlson with the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District at (952)
492-5414.

Gary Staber of Cedar Lake Township created
this wildlife paradise with the assistance of
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

By the numbers
Environmental issues -- whether they are local, regional, state, national or global -- are often decided by a combination of science, economics, and personal
philosophy. Quantifying the benefits for preventing something from happening is
not an absolute science. Some things are difficult to quantify in terms of numbers.
For example, what price do you place on being able to enjoy an outdoor adventure
with your children without being plagued by foul odors and air pollution? And
sometimes issues relate not only to dollars, but whose dollars. Global warming,
which is a hot topic in the news these days, is a good example. The August edition
of Popular Science has some good articles as well as a message from the editor on
this topic. I have included several websites that I have used as references.
Global warming is a very complex issue. The vast majority of world scientists
agree global warming is real and the result of the rapid increase of C02 (carbon
dioxide), nitrogen dioxide, and methane in the atmosphere from the burning of
fossil fuels like coal and oil. According to the US Department of Agriculture
global atmospheric CO2 concentration is expected to be double sometime between
the middle and the end of this century. This means that the balance established in
the earth’s ecosystems over thousands of years has been disrupted quickly.
What are impacts from global warming? A recent study stated that the climate
in Minneapolis will, within the next 50 years, resemble the current climate in St.
Louis. Having been stationed just across the river from St. Louis when I was in the
military, I can attest that the summers were not conducive to enjoying the out-ofdoors. We are beginning to see more of that weather here now. I find myself
dreading the chore of cutting the grass in stifling heat and humidity. The major
impacts to Minnesota from global warming predicted by the EPA are increased
public health problems due
Possible future changes in forest cover
to heat-related deaths; increases of disease-carrying
and crop-damaging insects
that could not previously survive long winters; increased
air pollution; increased soil
erosion; and changes of
wildlife and vegetation. One
prediction suggested drier
weather, which would devastate our forests, dry up our
waterfowl-producing wetlands, and reduce lake quality. Global warming has
caused an increase in violent
storms and destruction to
property. Because of the
melting of polar and glacial ice (and subsequent rise in ocean levels), Florida,
Louisiana, Texas and other low-lying population centers will experience increased
flooding and displacement of communities. We are beginning to get an understanding of the costs associated with the increased numbers of violent storms through
increases in our property insurance premiums. See www.epa.gov/ (select “global
warming”), www.pca.state.mn.us/hot/globalwarming.html or www.ucsusa.org/
greatlakes/glregionmin_agr.html.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has some interesting information
gathered by some of the nation’s top scientists. They even had discussions of what
impacts are predicted for individual states. (I just looked at Minnesota). The U.S.
EPA predicted that Minnesota’s agricultural industry could see between a 10 – 25
percent loss in production as a result of warmer temperatures (this did not include
additional losses due to increased insect damage). With agriculture now being a
$7 billion annual industry in this state, that could mean up to $1.75 billion in lost
revenue for Minnesota Agriculture. Minnesota agriculture accounts for about five
percent of the nation’s agriculture, but since the impacts from global warming will
vary from place to place, it isn’t fair to use the same statistics across the nation.
Some places may benefit, while others suffer.
Yet I think it is good for us to factor in other issues besides cost when we make
decisions. For example, when my wife and I shop for a car, color is an important
factor. When I buy food, flavor is often more important than nutritional value, and
sometimes even more than cost. And our environmental health is worth considering more than dollars and cents.

Senior Expo

Continued from Page 1

ment provided by Mr. Shawn Sweeny
and his “Music That Tickles” will follow, and the event will wrap up around
2:00 p.m.
Registration for the Senior Expo will
begin Tuesday, August 30, 2005. The
forms are available at the Shakopee
Community Center (located at 1255
Fuller Street in Shakopee), and in other
Scott County cities on or before August
30, 2005. The cost of the event is $10.00
– and participants are urged to register

by Wednesday, October 12 (as space is
limited, and only a handful of walk-ins
can be accommodated).
Please mark your calendars, and
look for more information regarding the
Senior Expo 2005 soon. For registration questions or information, please call
Brad Eller, Recreation Supervisor, City
of Shakopee, at (952) 233-9507. For
general questions and information,
please call Denise Loesch, CAP Agency,
at (952) 402-9855.

Enjoy coneflowers and other flowers on walks through the parks.

News from the Three Rivers Park District

Parks offer summer, fall
recreational opportunities
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
Mountain Bike Trail is Now Open
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve’s
six-mile turf mountain bike trail is now
open for the season! The trail is open
through Oct. 31. For more information,
or for a trail map, visit
www.ThreeRiversParkDistrict.org or
call (763) 559-9000.
Get Ready for the Mountain Bike
Sprint Series!
Attention mountain bikers: Put your
mettle to the pedal at the 10K MurphyHanrehan Mountain Bike Sprint Series,
Wednesdays, Aug. 24 and 31 and Sept.
7 and 14 at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in Savage.
Traversing the toughest trail in town,
this race series is not for wimps! The
racecourse whips through jagged treecovered hillsides, wicked switchbacks,
heart-pumping climbs and jaw-dropping
descents.
If you are up for the challenge, registration begins at 5:30 p.m. each day,
with a mass start at 6:30 p.m. Awards
and door prizes will be awarded each
week. Entry fee is $10 per race. Participants must be age 14 or older. Helmets and nerves of steel are required.
The Murphy-Hanrehan Mountain
Bike Sprint Series is co-sponsored by
REI.
Prairie Seed Collecting —
Volunteers Needed
August 16 - October
Help restore prairie by collecting
prairie seed at Murphy-Hanrehan Park
Reserves on Tuesdays and Saturdays in
August, September, and October. Learn
about the prairie’s rich history and how
to identify many of the plants, while
helping restore land to its pre-settlement
state. To volunteer, call (763) 559-6706
or e-mail volunteer@ThreeRivers

ParkDistrict.org.
Historic Murphy’s Landing,
Shakopee
Full Moon Hayrides
Celebrate the full moon with an oldfashioned horse-drawn hayride 7-10
p.m., Friday, August 19, or Saturday,
Sept. 17, at Historic Murphy’s Landing.
A bonfire and refreshments round out a
magical moonlit evening with family or
friends. All this fun is just $7 per person! Call (763) 559-6700 for reservations,
or
check
out
www.MurphysLanding.org.
Harvest Festival
September 3-5, Labor Day Weekend
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and Monday
Noon – 5 p.m. Sunday
Join the farmers and townsfolk of
Eagle Creek as they celebrate the fruit
of their hard summer labors. Enter a pie
or handicraft in the fair or help judge
the competition. Ride the horse-drawn
trolley, earn prizes in games of skill and
chance, and enjoy music by Ross Sutter.
Visit the military and civilian encampments of the 5th Minnesota Infantry to
hear about the 1862 battle defending
Fort Ridgely. On Sept. 3 only, visit with
guest author Sandy Brummer, who will
sign copies of her young adult novel
“Bound for Minnesota,” based on the
emigration of her grandmother to Minnesota at age twelve. Adults $8.50;
Youth (3-11) and Seniors $7.
Cleary Lake Park Reserve
2 for 1 Golf Special
It’s time to hit the links with your
favorite golf partner. Starting Sept. 6,
Cleary Lake Golf Course is offering twofor-one green fees. This special price is
good for play Monday-Friday, any time
before 3 p.m. Call (763) 694-7777 for
tee time reservations.

The mountain bike trail is open at Murphy-Hanrehan Park.
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4-H offers youth summer adventures
the three-day teen camp session Wednesday, June 15,
to Friday, June 17. They enjoyed many of the same
camp activities, as well as a dance and a community
service project. Interest sessions focused on archery,
painting, and building and launching rockets, studying entomology, and learning how to cook over a campfire.

What is a 4-H Adventure?
A 4-H Adventure is a short-term activity for all
youth, including youth not enrolled in a 4-H Club. It’s
a way to learn something new, meet friends, have fun,
and see what 4-H is like. The activity can involve staying overnight or be shorter than an afternoon.
Everyone is welcome, whether or not they have
farm animals. Would you believe that in 2004, only
76 of 322 kids involved in Scott County 4-H lived on
farms? Statewide, half of 4-H members live in towns,
suburbs, or cities.
The 4-H focus is on learning. 4-H continues to
reach youth through agriculture, but this summer, Scott
County youth enjoyed 4-H opportunities in the arts, in
natural resources, and in many more areas.

4-H at Local Libraries
Dozens of youth in grades K-6 explored 4-H
through crafts, foods, games, and other activities for a
few hours one day at each of the seven county libraries.
Arts-In
Sixteen youth in grades K-12 received theatrical
training in songs and choreography at several evening
rehearsals and an overnight throughout July. They performed a 20-minute production at the Scott County
Fair in Jordan the last weekend in July.

Learn to Paint Workshop
Twenty-one youth in grades 1-12 created landscapes with clouds, trees, water, and flowers in just
three hours on Tuesday, June 14. An art instructor demonstrated techniques for each step, then sent the students back to their canvases. Youth brought only their
willingness to learn to paint and left with finished paintings.

Community Day Camp
About 50 youth in grades K-4 met at Cleary Lake
Park in Prior Lake on Thursday, Aug. 4, to participate
in a variety of crafts, snacks, songs, and games.

David Marschall of Shakopee paints plants into his
landscape at the “Let’s Paint Workshop.”

the theme of the day camp. In small groups led by teen
4-H leaders, they played games, sang songs, and made
a ladybug craft and two butterfly crafts.

Liz Carpenter of Belle Plaine supervises Belle
Plaine participants Seth Meyer and Blake Marshall
in making the ladybug craft during Cloverbud Days.

Cloverbud Day
Thirty-six youth in grade K-3 met at Lagoon Park
in Jordan on Monday, June 20. “Fun with Bugs” was

Interested?
Part of the University of Minnesota, 4-H is the
largest youth organization in the state. Don’t miss out!
You can find out about the 4-H Adventures planned
for this fall at a Get Green Night open house on Sept.
20. See the article on page 11 for times and locations,
or call the Scott County 4-H office at (952) 492-5410,
or visit www.mn4h.org.

Youth 4-H Camp
Scott County campers joined participants from
surround counties at 4-H Camp Patterson on Lake
Washington, near Mankato. Thirty-five youth in grades
3-6 attended the three-day youth camp session Wednesday, June 22, to Friday, June 24. In addition to swimming, canoeing, campfires, games, and songs, interest
sessions focused on launching rockets, studying entomology, and learning how to cook over a campfire.
Teen 4-H Camp
Several Scott County teens in grades 6-8 attended

Brenda Harder, a veterinarian and leader of the
Lucky Stars 4-H Club, taught youth about the vet
science project.

Positive teen role
models needed
Scott County youth campers make silly faces after posing for a group picture by Lake Washington
during 4-H Camp.

Thanks, 4-H Livestock Auction Buyers!
Scott County 4-H would like to thank the buyers who supported our 4-H
members in the 2005 4-H Livestock Auction at the Scott County Fair. With
your support, the members will be able to improve their projects and
continue their development as future leaders through the 4-H program. The
funds also help with educational programming in all areas of 4-H.

Scott County 10th – 12th graders — are you looking for a positive way that you can volunteer in your
community? Do you enjoy teaching younger students?
The Scott County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth Program
is looking for you. Youth Teaching Youth is a program
that trains high school age teens in three programs —
Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions, Talking with TJ, and
It’s Your Choice.
The teens then go to local elementary schools in
Scott County and teach younger students. Alcohol and
Tobacco Decisions teaches 4th graders how to make
positive decisions when faced with peer pressure.
Talking with TJ helps 2nd and 3rd graders to be positive classmates and help prevent bulling. It’s Your
Choice helps 6th graders learn about being a positive
person. They look at preventing bullying, being a
friend, and dealing with peer pressure.
If you attend Belle Plaine, Jordan, Shakopee, or
Prior Lake High School and you are interested in being a teen teacher, or if you would like more information, contact Sara at the Scott County office of the
University of Minnesota Extension office at (952) 4925410.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Scott County Will Get Green Sept. 20
Get Green. What is green? It’s a
color, of course. It’s also the way kids
feel in 4-H – that they’re part of something alive and moving.
Youth and their families in Scott
County are invited to discover the exciting things happening in 4-H today at
Get Green events scheduled for September 20th at sites all around Scott County.
All across Minnesota, 4-H is helping youth see their potential. 4-H is for
all kids in kindergarten through one year
past high school, whether they live in
cities, towns, or in the country. 4-H welcomes boys, girls, and adults from all
backgrounds. 4-H uses fun, hands-on
activities where you learn by doing.
There are more than 100 projects to explore — like photography, foods, wood
working, leadership, art, plants, fashion,
or animals of all kinds (from guinea pigs
to dogs and cats to horses, pigs, and
cows)! You don’t even have to own an
animal or live on a farm to sign up.
There’s a project for almost every interest.
But 4-H teaches you more than how
to take good photographs or care for an
animal. In 4-H, you learn how to work
with others, solve problems, speak in
public, be a leader, and enjoy life. These
skills can be used over and over again
to help you be successful in school and
life.
There are many ways to get involved
in 4-H in Scott County. 4-H Adventures
are mini-blasts of fun! You can try something in a few hours, an afternoon, or a
day. For an even more intense experience, there are 4-H Clubs – where you
meet throughout the year and have time
to hang out, get to know each other, and

Become a
4-H Leader
learn new things.
Looking for a family activity with
something for every child? On September 20, youth and their families can visit
a neighborhood site, speak with members and non-members, and learn about
what 4-H has to offer including projects,
community involvement, and youth
leadership programs.

Savage Library
13090 Alabama Ave, Savage
(952) 707-1770
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Scott County Get Green Open
House Sites:

New Market Library (Tentative)
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

September 19
Prior Lake High School - Fall
Community Fest
7575 W 150th St., Savage
(952) 440-2930
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

New Prague Library
400 Main Street East, New Prague
(952) 758-2391
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

September 20
Belle Plaine Library
125 W Main Street, Belle Plaine
(952) 873-6767
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
Prior Lake Library
16210 Eagle Creek Ave. SE,
Prior Lake
(952) 447-3375
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Jordan Library
230 S. Broadway St.
(952) 492-2500
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Shakopee Library
235 Lewis St. S., Shakopee
(952) 233-3851
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
Find out more about 4-H at
www.mn4H.org, or call the Scott County
Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.
4-H Youth Development is part of the
University of Minnesota Extension Service.

Do you like kids? Are you interested in helping youth learn new
skills and knowledge? Would you
like to be part of America’s largest
out-of-school youth organization – 4H?
If you answered yes, why not
consider volunteering your time as a
4-H Leader? Adults are needed to
offer guidance and leadership for the
4-H program in Scott County. We
are especially looking for leaders to
help start a new club in the New
Market area, but new clubs would be
welcomed in any area of the County.
To start a new club, a leader – along
with at least three families and six
youth — is needed. 4-H membership includes youth in grades 1 – 12,
plus one year after high school graduation.
All potential leaders need to
complete an application, be screened,
and have an interview with Extension
staff. It is not necessary to have
been a 4-H member to become a
leader. Leader training will be held
this fall for new leaders. If you have
an interest in becoming a 4-H leader
in Scott County — or if you have
further questions — contact the Extension Office at (952) 492-5410 or
via e-mail at scott@extension.
umn.edu.

1
2

A new
crossword
puzzle to
test your
knowledge
of the
Jessica George
environment,
George named state science
4-H ambassador
Scott County 4-H member Jessica George of Belle
Plaine has been named to the 2005-2006 state 4-H
youth leadership team. She began her duties as one of
29 state 4-H ambassadors after orientation July 11-14.
State 4-H ambassadors have a three-fold role as
teachers, spokespeople, and facilitators. As a teacher,
Jessica will work throughout the state fulfilling requests
for leadership trainings and retreats, educating youth
and adults about such topics as service, diversity, and
teamwork. As a spokesperson, she will represent and
promote Minnesota 4-H at various events, including
the Minnesota State Fair. As a facilitator, Jessica will
work with 4-H staff to plan events such as the annual
4-H regional retreats (BLU) and statewide 4-H conference (YELLO!).
Jessica, who will be a junior this fall, is an active
Scott County 4-H leader as a county ambassador and
Youth Teaching Youth teen teacher. She has participated in many 4-H events, such as Fashion Review
and Demonstration Day, and she is enrolled in a diverse array of projects. Jessica is a positive role model
for all 4-H youth!

ACROSS
3. The study of the
relationships between
living organisms and their
environment.
6. _______prevention:
Practices of prevention,
reduction, and reuse.
8. _______efficiency:
designed to reduce the
amount of fuel consumed.
10. Any substances in
water, soil, or air that
degrade the natural quality
of the environment.
11. Physical, chemical, and
biological. characteristics
of water and how they

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
15
16

17

relate to a particular use.
13. System of transportation where
Mom ends up going the furthest,
with the biggest bunch of kids who
have the most sugar.
14. Gaylord ______: the founder
of Earth Day.
15. Federal agency charged with
protecting the environment.
16. Oak, ash, mulberry, pecan.
17. Farmer’s _____: good place to
buy direct from the grower.
DOWN
1. Air ______: a measure of the
health-related and visual
characteristics of the air.

2. To reclaim or reuse old materials
in order to make new products.
4. An increase in the average
temperature of the Earth’s surface
which occurs following an increase
in greenhouse gases.
5. Buses, trains, subways.
7. A form of energy derived from
the sun.
9. External conditions and
influences that affect an organism.
10. Yosemite, Yellowstone, Glacier,
Grand Canyon.
12. Third planet from the Sun.
13. Use wisely.

See Page 4 for answers
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Businesses, citizens can sign up for
Minnesota Crime Alert Network
In previous centuries, when there was no organized police force, the job of
fighting crime fell mostly on ordinary people. If somebody robbed you, or if you
saw a murder or other crime of violence, it was up to you to raise the alarm… the
“hue and cry.” Everybody in the neighborhood was then obliged to drop what they
were doing and help pursue and capture the supposed criminal. A modern equivalent of the ancient “hue and cry” is a program called the Minnesota Crime Alert
Network, a broadcast fax/electronic mail system that enables law enforcement to
quickly warn you if there is a crime happening in your community that may affect
you.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office
and the Minnesota Department of Public Safety are inviting anyone with a fax
machine, fax modem, or e-mail to join
a network of retailers, property managers, apartment managers, hospitals,
schools, and others in the community
who are sharing information about
crime.
Most of us in law enforcement recognize the importance of involving the
public in solving and preventing crimes.
Our efforts to do that have ranged from “wanted” posters in the town square,
Sheriff’s posses, Neighborhood Watch, Crime Stoppers, and television programs
like “America’s Most Wanted.” Even our local evening news broadcasts requests
for public assistance in fighting crime.
The Minnesota Crime Alert Network is another communication tool, enabling
any law enforcement officer in the state to use any fax machine to send a crime
alert to any selected group of businesses or organizations. The alerts go instantly
to dozens, hundreds, or even thousands of locations. Alerts can be targeted to
specific types of Network members, such as general retailers, office property managers, jewelers, liquor stores, or schools, as well as particular geographic areas.
You receive only the alerts that are most relevant to your organization.
The purpose of the Minnesota Crime Alert Network is to help:
♦ Prevent a crime;
♦ Resolve a crime;
♦ Identify or apprehend a criminal;
♦ Recover stolen property; and/or
♦ Locate a missing and/or endangered person.
Participating law enforcement agencies agree that hospitals, schools, media
outlets, pawn shops, and auto repair shops (for hit and run alerts) are high priority
groups to include in the Network because of the urgency with which alerts may
need to be sent to them. There are currently approximately 7,000 Network members statewide.
Registering for the Minnesota Crime Alert Network is easy. Businesses can
sign up through the Minnesota Department of Public Safety online at
www.dps.state.mn.us/mcan, your local police department, or through Detective
Bob Mulvehill at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office (rmulvehill@co.scott.mn.us or
952-496-8300.) There is an annual membership fee of $12.00. New members
will receive the services of the Crime Alert Network for an initial 90-day trial
period. At the end of the trial period, if you are satisfied with the services the
network provides, you will be billed the $12 annual fee by the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension.
Those registering choose a category that most appropriately describes their
business or organization. Examples include retailers, property managers, banking
institutions, apartment managers, restaurants/bars, farm supplies, Neighborhood
Watch, and transportation. The alerts are then tailored to the specific types of
network members. Alerts vary from shoplifting to missing persons, bad checks to
robbery.
If you’re interested in registering for the Minnesota Crime Alert Network, you
need to have a fax machine, have access to one through a neighboring business, or
have electronic mail service to receive the crime alerts. Private citizens can join
the Crime Alert Network too.
The Minnesota Crime Alert Network is not a “tip line” such as Crime Stoppers, although both programs promote communication between law enforcement
and the community to solve crimes. In contrast to the Crime Alert Network, the
Crime Stoppers Program offers cash rewards to anonymous persons who telephone the Crime Stoppers hotline with information which leads to the arrest and
indictment of the person(s) responsible for felony offenses. Crime Stoppers is
based on the principal that “someone other than the criminal has information that
can solve a crime.” Three major problems face law enforcement in generating that
information: fear of reprisal, an attitude of apathy, and a reluctance to get involved. Crime Stoppers resolves these problems by offering anonymity to people
who provide information about crimes, and paying rewards when the information
supplied leads to arrest.
We all know that the police can’t be everywhere, and screaming “Stop thief!”
from your office door might not exactly bring the assistance you want. Consider
joining the Minnesota Crime Alert Network. The more you know about current
crimes and criminals, the less chance you’ll be a victim — and the greater the
likelihood offenders will be caught. Working together, we can make Scott County
a safer place to live and work!

Law enforcement scholarship winners
Scott County Law Enforcement Memorial Scholarships were awarded during
the May 12 banquet. Scholarship winners are citizens who live or work in
Scott County and are pursuing careers in law enforcement. Scott County
Administrator Dave Unmacht (lower left) was the guest speaker at the event,
and Joan Heise (upper left) served as the committee chair. Scholarship
recipients for 2005 include (front row, left to right) Nicholas Anderson, Brett
Hayes, Amanda Kasten, (back row, left to right) Monica Godinez, Travis
Goerish, and Marcus Hoffer.

Public Health News and Updates

High school students
at risk for Hepatitis B
Hepatitis B is a serious disease
caused by a virus that attacks the liver.
Infection with hepatitis B may become
chronic, eventually causing cirrhosis or
scarring of the liver, liver cancer, and
liver failure. Someone who is infected
with hepatitis B can spread it to others
through contact with blood and body fluids containing blood.
Anyone can get hepatitis B. Injecting drugs and having unprotected sex
increases the risk, but the infection can
be spread from unclean tattooing or body
piercing equipment, sharing razors, or
accidents and injuries involving blood.
Children are now required to get
hepatitis B shots or show proof of exemption before starting seventh grade.
However, current high school juniors
and seniors were not affected by that law
and may have missed getting the shots.
It is recommended that all adolescents
get hepatitis B shots. Nearly 20 percent
of new hepatitis B infections in Minnesota last year occurred in people 15 to
25 years old.
Protecting yourself from hepatitis B
involves a series of three shots. Parents
should check their teenager’s immunization record or contact the teenager’s
doctor to be sure that the teen has received a series of three hepatitis B shots.
A teen who has started the series of shots
but didn’t finish can continue the series
without starting over.
Hepatitis B shots are available at
your medical clinic. Hepatitis B vaccine is also available at the four Scott
County immunization clinics provided
by Scott County Public Health each
month. Vaccine at these clinics is available to children without health insurance
or with insurance that does not cover
vaccines, are on Medical Assistance or
Minnesota Care. For more information
call Scott County Public Health at (952)
496-8552.

Chickenpox vaccine rates
for County children lag
State average
Scott County children are not receiving vaccination against Varicella
(chickenpox) as often as other children
across the state. A report recently released by the Minnesota Department of
Health shows that while 80 percent of
children attending childcare centers
statewide have been appropriately vaccinated for chickenpox, in Scott County
the rate is less than 71 percent.
Varicella vaccine has been incorporated into routine childhood immunizations since 1995. It is currently required
for children attending licensed daycare,
Head Start, preschool, as well as children entering kindergarten and 7th grade
(unless the child has already had
chickenpox disease). The vaccine is safe
and effective, providing 97 to 100 percent protection against moderate-to-severe chickenpox, and 83 to 86 percent
protection against all forms of the disease. Varicella vaccine does not contain thimerosol, which is a mercurybased preservative that is still found in
some vaccines. Children between 12
months and 12 years of age require one
dose, while adolescents and adults over
the age of 13 years require two doses
four to eight weeks apart.
Parents are encouraged to vaccinate
any child over the age of 12 months who
has not received Varicella vaccine and
has not had chickenpox. The vaccine is
available at local medical clinics that
provide childhood immunizations, and
is also available at the Scott County immunization clinic held monthly on the
second Monday of the month at the
Shakopee Workforce Center, 752 Canterbury Road from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
The Scott County clinic provides vaccine for children who are uninsured,
underinsured, or on Medical Assistance.
If you have any questions, call Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8552.
Make sure your child is protected and is
in compliance with Minnesota laws.
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CAP CORNER

Finding money to make
CAP Agency needs
dreams come true
Do you want a house, a boat, a vacation, or more education? Sometimes,
dreams like these won’t come true without planning and making them priority
in your financial life.
Often we don’t realize dreams because we don’t really look for funding
sources. It is easier to say “I’ll never
have that kind of money!” How can the
ordinary person gather the funds to reach
their dreams?
First, don’t waste money! Pay your
bills on time, don’t get overdraft charges,
pay more than the minimum amount due
on credit card bills. If you must carry
over a balance, shop carefully for low
interest credit.
Another major money waster is going over your plan minutes on your cell
phone. Shop carefully, but don’t waste
gas running from store to store for a few
cents off an item with a coupon. Ask
your insurance company about any discounts that might apply for you.

Saving for goals
usually means giving
up some other things.
This is called the
opportunity cost.
Make some changes in your spending habits. Ask yourself if you really
need an item. Don’t buy it immediately;
often the “need” fades and you discover
it isn’t worth walking the length of the
mall again to purchase the item. Find
lower cost entertainment by cutting back
on costs or how often you spend money
on entertainment. Cut back on snacks
you buy each day. If you spend $2.25 a
day on pop and chips, you’re spending
$11.25 a week — or $45 a month —
which totals $585 a year. That is real
money. If it were also gaining interest
in a savings account or CD, your dream
would be closer to becoming a reality.
Can’t give up all those snacks? Try cutting back by half. Buy snacks in quantity and bring them from home.
Some other ways to save money toward your priority goals includes setting
spending limits on clothing and lunches.
Eat foods that are in season, when they
are less expensive. Turn down the heat
in winter, raise the room temperature in

school supplies

the summer. Use the library instead of
buying books and CDs, or try swapping
books with friends. Have a clothing
exchange party to stretch your work
wardrobe and have a new look. And try
swapping skills with friends: You could
trade child care for an oil change, or a
ride for hemming a pair of slacks.
Maybe you can swap garden weeding
for cooking a meal for the freezer.
Turn your dreams into goals! Set a
date for beginning or completing your
goal. Perhaps you need to break it into
a series of goals. For example, clean up
your credit rating in the next twelve
months so that your credit score will
qualify you for a lower mortgage interest rate and better terms. Then determine where you want to live and begin
researching possibilities. Set a date to
have your current home or apartment
ready to show. Continue setting these
goals, but put actual dates on them.
Work hard to keep those as priorities in
your life.
Saving for goals usually means giving up some other things. This is called
the opportunity cost. If you are going
to save enough for tuition by a year from
September, you will probably need to
put off the purchase of a large screen
TV or an expensive vacation. This is a
good test of how important your goal
really is for you!
Last, increase your income. You can
take on another job, or possibly add
overtime. You might consider charging
adult children rent for their living expenses. If a priority is important, you
must focus on it. Dreams do come true,
but only if you make them important
enough to make it financially possible.
For more information contact Susan
at the Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service
at (952) 492-5410.

Good financial information
available from local source
Are you wondering how to choose
a credit counseling firm, or how to get
rid of all those telemarketing calls that
come the minute you sit down to dinner? Head to the webpage of the Attorney General for publications dealing
with financial, information safety, and
consumer protection.
Here are just a few of the titles of
free fact sheets available:
• E-Mail Banking Scams
• Identity Theft
• Scholarship and Financial Aid
Scams
• Reducing Junk Mail and
Telemarketing Calls
• Online Shopping
• Home Equity Stripping
The URL is www.ag.state.mn.us.

Some of the fact sheets can be downloaded to your printer, others can be ordered online. Most of the fact sheets
are free.
Check out this source of excellent,
reliable information to protect you from
financial problems. The brochures are
written in a very readable, understandable format you will find easy to use.
For more information on personal
financial help, contact Sue Hooper at the
Scott County office of the University of
Minnesota Extension Service at (952)
492-5383. Sue can help you plan a
monthly spending plan, help you sort out
debt issues, and listen to your financial
concerns as we look for solutions to your
money or debt issues.

Supplying children with all the essentials to begin a new school year can
be quite costly, especially for families
with limited financial means. “We figure parents end up spending, per child,
a minimum of $100 each year on back
to school supplies,” said Linda Shelton,
CAP Agency Community Services Director.
From kindergartners excited about
their first day in school to teenagers anxious to fit in with the crowd, donated
school supplies make a big difference
to these young people. The supplies include all the basics – notebooks, rulers,
pens, pencils, crayons, markers, folders,
scissors, glue, erasers, paper, and backpacks. There is always a great need for
supplies for older students, such as scientific calculators, metal compasses, and
protractors. The project expects to serve
over 800 children this year.
Any schools, churches, or organizations interested in hosting a school supply drive on behalf of the CAP Agency
are asked to contact Linda Shelton at
(952) 402-9856. Donations are accepted
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:30
p.m., Monday through Friday, at the
CAP Agency at 712 Canterbury Road
South, Shakopee, MN.
The CAP Agency is a private, nonprofit organization serving children,

families, and senior citizens of Scott,
Carver, and Dakota counties. Service
areas in Scott and Carver Counties include early childhood and nutrition education, food and clothing assistance,
transitional housing, childcare referral,
crisis nursery, energy assistance, congregate dining and home-delivered meals,
and chore services for seniors. For more
information contact the CAP Agency at
(952) 496-2125 or visit their website at
www.capagency.org.

Parents need to model,
teach financial responsibility
A survey of parents of university
freshman indicated 85 percent of respondents felt it was the parents’ job to teach
financial management skills to youngsters. Yet many of our young adults are
getting into serious debt problems at a
very young age: In fact, the Jumpstart
Coalition for financial education shows
that 25 percent of bankruptcy filings are
from young people below 25 years of
age.
Students are receiving — and taking advantage of — all the low cost
credit card specials. They have been targeted for marketing. And they make
constant consumers, because many of
them are used to all their income being
“disposable”… solely for whatever they
choose. They aren’t learning the skills
of budgeting, saving, and debt repayment.
Parents can start early by helping
children save money to buy something,
rather than buying and then paying off
(or worse, incurring growing debt). Help
children establish the habit of putting
some money aside for savings, school
needs, giving to others, and then spending money. Teach them to take pride in
saving for future spending goals.
Make sure these goals are reachable,

not too far in the future, and measurable.
Children do best when they can actually
see that they can reach a goal.
Children learn what they see. If parents are often using credit cards to buy
first/pay later, that’s what they learn. If
you don’t teach them that there is a high
cost associated with purchasing on credit
(and that the debt often lasts longer than
the goods purchased), a message is given
which may haunt their financial picture
early in life. Think carefully about what
you are teaching your children and teens
about money management. Talk to them
about paying bills and saving ahead in
age appropriate ways.
For more information on helping
teach children useful money management skills, contact Sue Hooper, Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5383.

20 children are waiting for an
adult friend in Scott County
Become a Big Brothers Big Sisters volunteer
Call (651) 789-BIGS or visit
www. bigstwincities.org
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Veteran’s SCENE
Benefits for National Guard,
Reserves, and their survivors
Part Two of Two:
The primary factor in determining basic eligibility for VA benefits is “veteran’s
status,” which is established by active military service and a discharge or release
from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable. Reservists who served
on active duty establish veteran’s status — and therefore may be eligible for veteran’s
benefits — depending on the length of active military service and the character of
discharge or release. In addition, reservists who are never called to active duty may
still qualify for some benefits. National Guard members can establish eligibility
for benefits only if the President activated them for federal service.
HOME LOAN GUARANTEE: VA guarantees loans to purchase a home,
manufactured home, certain types of condominiums, or to build, repair, and improve homes. This benefit may be used to refinance an existing loan. When eligibility is based on reserve service, the individual must have completed six years of
honorable service. If discharged due to a service-connected disability, the required
service time could be less. When eligibility is based on current active duty, eligibility begins after 181 days of service (or 90 days during the Gulf War). To obtain
a certificate of eligibility those veterans living east of the Mississippi can call toll
free 1-888-244-6722; west of the Mississippi, call 1-888-467-1970.
BURIAL BENEFITS: Burial benefits available include a gravesite in any of
the 120 national cemeteries with available space. These include opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care, a government headstone or marker, a burial flag,
and a Presidential Memorial Certificate at no cost to the family. Cremated remains are buried or inurned in national cemeteries in the same manner and with the
same honors as casketed remains. Burial benefits available for spouses and dependents buried in a national cemetery include burial with the veteran, perpetual care,
and the spouse or dependent’s name and dates of birth and death will be inscribed
on the veteran’s headstone at no cost to the family. VA can pay a $2,000 burial
allowance for veterans who die of a service-connected cause. For other veterans
receiving benefits, VA can pay $300 for burial and funeral expenses and a $300
plot allowance.
DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION: Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is paid to surviving spouses and dependent children when the service member dies while on active duty; or when death occurs
after military service if a service-connected disability either directly caused or contributed substantially and materially to the death of the veteran. DIC can be granted
if the veteran dies from medical treatment received through the VA medical system
or from Vocational Rehabilitation training. The current rate payable is $993 plus
an additional $247 for each child under the age of 18. Public Law 108-454, the
Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2004, contained a provision that increases
Dependency Indemnity Compensation to surviving spouses with one or more children under the age of 18 by $250, regardless of the number of children. These
payments are effective just for the two years beginning on December 10, 2004,
and is prorated for those DIC recipients prior to the effective date and are with in
the two-year effective date period.
DEPENDENTS AND SURVIVORS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE:
Dependents’ Educational Assistance (38 U.S.C. Chapter 35) provides education
and training opportunities to eligible dependents of certain veterans. The program
offers up to 45 months of education benefits. These benefits may be used for
degree and certificate programs, apprenticeship, and on-the-job training, or — in
the case of a spouse —correspondence courses. Remedial, deficiency, and refresher courses may be approved under certain circumstances.
ELIGIBILITY: Applicants must be the son, daughter, or spouse of:
A veteran who died or is permanently and totally disabled as the result of
a service-connected disability. The disability must arise out of active service in the
Armed Forces.
♦ A veteran who died from any cause while such service-connected disability was in existence.
♦ A service member missing in action or captured in line of duty by a hostile
force.
♦ A service member forcibly detained or interned in line of duty by a foreign
government or power.
♦

PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY: Survivors who wish to receive benefits for attending school or job training must be between the ages of 18 and 26. In certain
instances, it is possible to begin before age 18 and to continue after age 26. Marriage is not a bar to this benefit. Members of the Armed Forces may not receive
this benefit while on active duty. To pursue training after military service, the
discharge must not be under dishonorable conditions. VA can extend your period
of eligibility by the number of months and days equal to the time spent on active
duty. This extension cannot generally go beyond your 31st birthday. If you are a
spouse, benefits end ten years from the date VA finds you eligible or from the date
of death of the veteran.
DEPENDENTS AND SURVIVORS HEALTH CARE UNDER
CHAMPVA: Under CHAMPVA, VA shares the cost of covered health care serVETERANS SCENE Continued at right
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Celebrate history at the Scott
County Historical Society
Don’t miss the chance to explore the
engaging fishing exhibit at the Scott
County Historical Society. Discover
some of Scott County’s greatest natural
resources – its lakes, streams, and the
Minnesota River. Hook, Line, & Sinker
looks at the way people in this County
have fished, from the Dakota to early
County settlers, from subsistence fishing to sport fishing, and from solitary
angling to large scale tournaments. Get
to know the types of fish in the area, and
the resorts that provided lodging, recreation and good fishing for people from
all over Minnesota and the U.S. See how
fishing changed whole communities and
shaped the way the County is today.
Hands-on activities will have you
casting for mystery fish, exploring our
“historian’s tackle box,” sneaking a peek
at lures underwater, and more! This exhibit will close Sept. 30.
All Things Minnesota Book Club
The SCHS has partnered with the
Scott County Library system to develop
a special Minnesota Focus book club.
Join us September 15th at 6:30pm for the
initial meeting of the Book Club in the
historic 1908 Stans House. Space is limited, and registration is required. For
more information, a book list, or to register, please contact Vicki at (952) 7582391.
City to County Tour
September 24, 2005
Enjoy a drive-it-yourself tour of four
sites highlighting the importance of
agriculture in Scott County. In
partnership with the University of
Minnesota Extension Service, SCHS
provides a display on the unique
history of the Stocker Dairy farm.
An Historically Funny Evening
Join us Friday, October 14th for an
evening of music, dancing, and peals of
laughter! Start stretching your smile
muscles, get a tight girdle, and bring tissues– the Scott County Roast
Fundraiser headlined by Dick
Jonckowski will have you laughing until you cry.
This evening of fun begins with a
social hour at 6:30 p.m. (cash bar), including music by the Paul Heffron Orchestra and dancing. The headliner, Dick
Jonckowski, aims his hilarious wit at
Scott County for a thorough roasting,
followed by more toe-tapping music.
Additionally, historic prints of Scott
County will be available for purchase.
For more information or to purchase
tickets, call (952) 445-0378. Tickets are
$10 each, and all proceeds benefit your

Scott County Historical Society.
Halloween Family Day
Saturday, October 29th
Spend a spooooooky Saturday afternoon at the museum decked out in your
costume enjoying special Halloween
crafts and activities, plus some eerie stories from the County!
The Smithsonian is coming to
Scott County!
Coming July 2006 — Key Ingredients: America by Food, a traveling
Smithsonian exhibit, in partnership with
the Minnesota Humanities Commission,
is coming to the Scott County Historical Society. We are looking for County
residents to help us plan and develop preand post-exhibits as well as a variety of
events to complement Key Ingredients.
If you are interested in participating
on the planning committee, please contact Kathleen Klehr at (952) 445-0378,
at info@scottcountyhistory.org, or just
stop in the Museum at 235 S. Fuller St.,
Shakopee.
SCHS is Always Collecting
We never stop collecting items that
help tell the Scott County story. Before
you pitch that old piece of “junk,” please
consider calling the Scott County Historical Society. Right now, we are particularly interested in collecting souvenir items from Scott County (such as
postcards and business “giveaways”),
personal items that remind you of home,
and items related to agriculture in Scott
County.
Donations become a permanent part
of the Historical Society’s collection,
which means we carefully preserve and
maintain the item according to strict
museum standards. It is catalogued, inspected for preservation needs, and
placed in environmentally secure storage until needed. Items loaned for exhibits receive the same careful handling.
The Historical Society uses its collection to develop exhibits and enrich
research projects. Items that may not fit
in the collection are used in education
programs.
For more information, or to donate,
please contact the Scott County Historical Society at (952) 445-0378 or
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or drop by
at 235 South Fuller Street, Shakopee.
Through engaging exhibits, educational programs for adults and youth, an
extensive research library, and much
more, the SCHS searches, saves and
shares the history and cultural heritage
of Scott County.

vices and supplies with eligible beneficiaries. CHAMPVA is a health care benefits
program for the spouse or widow/er and for the children of a veteran who:
♦ Is rated permanently and totally disabled due to a service-connected dis
ability by a VA regional office; or
♦ Was rated permanently and totally disabled due to a service-connected
condition at the time of death; or
♦ Died of a service-connected disability, or died on active duty; and
♦ Dependents who are not otherwise eligible for DoD TRICARE benefits.
The administration of CHAMPVA is centralized to the Health Administration
Center in Denver, Colorado. Due to the similarity between CHAMPVA and the
Department of Defense (DoD) TRICARE program, the two are often mistaken for
each other. CHAMPVA is a Department of Veterans Affairs program whereas
TRICARE is a regionally managed health care program for active duty and retired
members of the uniformed services, their families, and survivors.
In the June/July issue of the SCENE, eligibility for health care, health
care for combat veterans, disability benefits, education and training, vocational training and employment, and VA life insurance were covered. As always, you may contact the Scott County Office of Veterans Services at (952)
496-8176 for more information.
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Historical SCENE

The Sound of History: Music and Society in Scott County
When it comes to history, it’s easy to see how
people’s clothing has changed, how houses look different, or even how social customs evolve. We often
take it for granted that life sounds much different than
it did 100 years ago.
Remember that old episode of The Twilight Zone
in which a scientist experimenting with time travel in
1961 brings a violent cowboy from the 1880s into his
present? The cowboy, a master of his environment in
the 19th Century, is nearly driven mad when he walks
out onto the New York street and hears cars honking
their horns, jukeboxes blaring from diners, sirens whizzing by, and the dull roar of the city crowds. The difference in sound between his world and the modern
world was overwhelming.
Today, we can walk into virtually any business and
hear music piped throughout the store or restaurant.
Our cars are equipped with radios, tape decks, CD players, or even DVD players, turning them into portable
sound machines. And our homes have just as many, if
not more devices that emit constant streams of sound,
television being chief among these. In the pioneer days
of Minnesota history, long before these technological
and cultural innovations enveloped our everyday
worlds in sound, music was a much more powerful
social force.
Social connectedness was one of the underlying
purposes of music for a long time, and still is among
those who go to concerts, play in bands, or sing in
choirs. Just as music was an important part of individual expression and entertainment, live musical performance was an important social activity that brought
individuals together and connected them to their communities. At the Scott County Historical Society, we
have a number of items that illustrate this important
musical legacy throughout the County.
The earliest Anglo and European pioneers brought
their musical instruments, skills, and traditions with
them from the eastern U.S., Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, Bohemia, and other countries. In those heady
days of land-grabbing and town-founding, dances and
parades were some of the few occasions when settlers
could enjoy themselves and interact with one another.
Maine native Daniel Storer kept an extensive journal
of his migration to Scott County in the early 1850s
and his new life in Shakopee. Like many pioneers,
Storer was multi-skilled and held numerous positions
in the new town: carpenter, justice of the peace, town
clerk, as well as fiddler and singer. His journal, published by the Shakopee Heritage Society, gives a
glimpse of Storer’s success as a fiddler. It also hints at
the social interactions of others during such festive
occasions:
December 14, 1854: Went to a party in the hall in
the eve. Gates and I played for them. A good many
got drunk. I took Dr. Ripley’s lady home, and he was
so mad that he set out to shoot me. He was so drunk
himself that she would not go with him.
December 19, 1855: Went to Mrs. Holmes’
birthday party the night of the 19th. There was a large
crowd of people there. Douglas and I played for them.
John McCormick, whom I used to know in Stillwater,
was after me to go to Eden Prairie the same night and
play for a dance there.
Storer’s talents were much in demand, and the playing provided him with a little extra income. More
importantly, he and other pioneer musicians brought
townspeople together. Young men and women could
court at such functions and strengthen their relationships with dance and conversation. Business might be
conducted, or neighborly disputes settled (or commenced, in Dr. Ripley’s case). For many, town hall
dances and concerts would simply be a much-needed
reprieve from their daily toil.
Storer also witnessed several dances and songs
performed by the Mdewakanton Dakota (Sioux) of
Chief Sakpe’s village. Like Samuel Pond in his recollections of the Dakota in 1834, Storer was entranced
by Dakota music, yet failed to understand it as a vital
part of Dakota culture. Dakota traditions emphasized
connectedness and kinship, and dances and singing
were a way of reinforcing stories and memories from
their history.
Browsing through the Historical Society’s photograph catalogue, a researcher might find any number
of images of marching bands parading through the
streets of downtown Shakopee, Main Street in Belle

Plaine, or Water Street in Jordan. Many of the occasions for which bands played in small towns and cities
were tied to community or national celebrations, such
as Independence Day, or Armistice Day. One photo
from 1925 shows band leader extraordinaire Hubert
Stans with his Shakopee band during the annual picnic of the American Range Corporation.

The annual picnic of the American Range
Corporation in 1925 featured band leader
extraordinaire Hubert Stans with his Shakopee
band.

Bands were an effective way to create fanfare to
advertise businesses or products. Two photos from
Belle Plaine in the early 1900s bear this out. “Plano
Day” on June 19, 1901, took place along Main Street.
The marchers advertised machinery made by the Plano
Company and sold in town. American flags waive
and signs read “Plano Plano” and “Plano Leads the
World.” The band in the middle of the photograph is
the Valley Coronet Band of Belle Plaine led by Matt
Hally and Barney Kirchoff. The band is headed straight
for a muddy patch at the intersection of Main and
Meridian (or else a large pile of horse manure).
In a second photograph, this one from 1904/5, we
are back on the same corner in Belle Plaine with the
same Valley Coronet Band, but a different product and
different advertising scheme. Rather than a march,
we have a stunt, with six men on a makeshift stage
pulling on a pair of overalls to demonstrate their durability. At such parades one might hear rousing songs
with names like, “Robinson’s Grand Entrée,” “The
Explorer March,” or “March Independentia.”

The six members of the Valley Coronet Band
performed in their overalls on a makeshift stage
in Belle Plaine in 1904 or 1905.

The coronet was a smaller version of the trumpet,
and coronet bands were popular throughout the County.
Hubert Stans was an accomplished coronet player in
his Shakopee band and Chaska Sodality Band.

The coronet was a popular instrument played by
musicians in bands around Scott County.

In Jordan, the Germania Band, the Jordan Coronet Band, and the Jordan Imperial Band, all made use
of this light and loud instrument. Most cities proudly
built bandstands in public parks and other gathering
places to accommodate the growing number of musical groups. The resorts around Prior Lake and Spring
Lake always promoted their band pavilions and Saturday night dances to vacationers as their main social
events.
While bands played at civic occasions and for advertising purposes, other people voiced their opinions
about important political and social issues through
song. The anonymous writer of a temperance song
from 1880 probably intended his song to be circulated
among others who supported the prohibition of alcohol. The lyrics come from an older temperance song
that may have been written by New England poet and
abolitionist John Pierpont. The song is scribbled on a
scrap of lined paper, and the author must have had
some formal training in music to be able to put notes
to the lyrics. One verse captures the crusading spirit
of their movement: “No alcohol we’ll buy or sell/ Away,
away the bowl./ The tippler’s offer we repel,/ Away,
away the bowl./ United in a temperance band,/ We’re
joined in hearts,/ We’re joined in hand./ Goodbye to
rum and all its harms,/ Farewell the winecup’s boasted
charms,/ Away, away the bowl,/ Away, away the bowl.”
Throughout the history of the County, communities have produced musicians and forms of music that
helped strengthen social ties. Music and performance
had a way of bonding people together and bridging
the gaps between communities. It is a rich area of
historical research that can lend perspective to the way
that we experience musical performances today. How
is music a part of our lives in a way that connects us to
one another? Do we recognize and respect local musicians or musical traditions with the same pride that
communities did in the past? How has technology
changed public and ceremonial forms of music?
Whether music brings us together for a local festival,
a family celebration, or a social cause, it is a significant historic source of heritage, entertainment, and
social well-being.
If you would like to know more about this topic,
visit the Scott County Historical Society on the web
and
search
our
catalogue
at
www.scottcountyhistory.org, or email us at
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Scott County
Historical
Society/
Stans Museum
235 South Fuller St.,
Shakopee, MN
General Admission: Free
for SCHS members,
$4 adults, $2 students,
and children under 5 free.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m.-4
p.m.; Thursday 9 a.m.-8
p.m.; and Saturday
10 a.m. -3 p.m.; Closed
Mondays and
major holidays.
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City to Country Tour
rate: Individual passes will be discounted by $1,
and family passes will be discounted $2. Passes can
be purchased at the University of Minnesota Extension Service in Jordan, the Scott County Historical
Society, Cedar Summit Farm, and Kaos Kennels. For
more information, please call the Extension office
at (952) 492-5410.
For this tour to be successful, financial support
and sponsorship is needed from area businesses and
individuals. Financial contributions will be used to
help offset costs for publicity and advertising,
signage, educational activities, and required facili-
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From Page 1

ties at each site. The major expense for this event is
advertising to more than 30,000 households in Scott
County. If your business is interested in supporting
the tour, please call Laura Torbert, County Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5410. We look forward
to seeing you this fall!

Grapes and winemaking will be featured at Crofut Visitors to the Stocker Dairy Farm will see cows,
barns, farm equipment.
Family Winery & Vineyard.

A big thank you to our 2005 Scott County City to Country Tour sponsors!
Platinum Level - $500
Dairy Profitability Enhancement Program
Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative
Gold Level - $250
New Market Bank
Scott County Pork Producers
Scott-LeSueur County American Dairy Assoc.

Silver Level - $100
ADM Alliance Nutrition, Inc. – Frank Gaudin
Community Bank – Minnesota Valley
New Prague – Ceska – Louisville Mutual
Insurance Company
Prairie Farm Supply
S & R Construction

South Metro Federal Credit Union
Investment Services
State Farm Insurance – Brett Holbrook
Bronze Level - $50
Bongards Creameries
Dallas Bohnsack
Genex Cooperative, Inc.

Ruck’s Meat Market & Processing
Center
Scott-Carver Threshers
Siemon Implement
Wells Fargo Bank

Surgeon General releases radon health advisory
Earlier this year, the U.S. Surgeon
General issued a National Health Advisory warning Americans about the risks
presented by breathing radon gas. Dr.
Richard H. Carmona issued the advisory
during a two-day Surgeon General’s
Workshop on “Healthy Indoor Environments.”
“Indoor radon is the second-leading
cause of lung cancer in the United States,
and breathing it over prolonged periods
can present a significant health risk to
families all over our country,” Dr.
Carmona said. “It’s important to know
that this threat is completely preventable.
Radon can be detected with a simple test,
and levels can be reduced through inexpensive, well-established venting techniques.”
Radon is an invisible, odorless, and
tasteless gas that comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in our soil.
Exposure to radon will cause no immediate health symptoms, but can cause
lung cancer to occur many years later.
The only way to determine if you have
a radon problem in your home or office
is with a radon test kit. Any building
found to contain high levels can be fixed
with simple and affordable venting techniques. According to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates,
one in every 15 homes nationwide has a
high radon level at or above the recommended radon action level of 4
picoCuries (pCi/L) per liter of air. In
Scott County, around 40 percent of all
homes tested are found to contain high
levels of radon.
20,000 deaths per year
Radon gas in the indoor air of
America’s homes can pose a serious
health risk. It has been estimated that
more than 20,000 Americans die of radon-related lung cancer every year. Mil-

lions of homes have an elevated radon
level. In addition, if you also smoke and
are exposed to radon, your risk of lung
cancer is much higher than with either
exposure by itself. It is recommended
that you test your home for radon every
two to three years, whenever you move
into a different home, make structural
changes to your home, or occupy a previously unused level of your house. If
you find that your home has a radon level

of 4 pCi/L or above, take steps to remedy the problem.
A national Public Service Announcement (PSA) was released to television stations across America in January reinforcing the importance of testing your home for radon. The television
PSA can be viewed at: www.epa.gov/
radon/rnpsa.html. For more information
about radon, you can go to EPA’s website
www.epa.gov/radon, visit Scott

RADON TEST KITS
Testing for radon is simple! And now you can
save money by purchasing your test kit from the
Scott County Environmental Health Department.
These radon detector kits meet Federal standards
under the Radon Measurement Proficiency Program.
Just follow the directions on the package. Mail the
entire kit back to the manufacturer in the postage
paid envelope provided. Analysis will be done at no
extra charge. (Note: The MN Department of Health
does recommend that you use a long-term detector
to obtain the most accurate results.)

County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us
(and then search for radon or IAQ), call
your state radon office, or call the national toll-free hotline at 1-800-SOSRADON (1-800-767-7236).
See the accompanying radon coupon for your chance to purchase lowcost radon test kits for your home or
office. Order your test kit today...your
family will breather easier tomorrow!

YES! I want to test my
home for RADON!
Two types of kits are available:
___ Short-term kits cost $9.00 per kit
___ Long-term kits cost $20.00 per kit
To purchase radon test kits, simply fill
out this coupon and mail it, along with
your check or money order, to the
address below. You may also stop by
our Office to pick it up (Monday-Friday
8:00-4:30).

Remember that radon is the second leading cause
of lung cancer in the United States. Testing for radon
is important for your family’s health and well being.

Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Department
200 Fourth Ave. W., Room A104
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

For more information on radon call or e-mail us at:

Name_________________________

• (952) 496-8652; (952) 351-5225
gboe@co.scott.mn.us
• Or call the MN Department of Health at
(651) 215-0909 or 1 (800) 798-9050

Address_______________________
City_______________ Zip________
Prices good through December 31, 2005

