Vol. 16, No. 4

The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services to all citizens
in an effective, professional and efficient manner.

August/September 2004

CAP Agency collects
school supplies, seeks
CHORE volunteers
Supplying children with all the essentials to begin a new school year can
be quite costly, especially for families
with limited financial means. “We figure parents end up spending, per child,
a minimum of $100 each year on backto-school supplies,” said Linda Shelton,
CAP Agency Community Services Director.
The CAP Agency will combine its
annual Coats for Kids winter coat distribution with a school supply distribution scheduled for mid-August. Scott
and Carver County families eligible for
CAP Agency services may receive
school supplies as well as winter coats
for their children.
From kindergartners excited about
their first day in school to teenagers anxious to fit in with the crowd, donated
school supplies make a big difference
to these young people. The supplies include all the basics – notebooks, rulers,
pens, pencils, crayons, markers, folders,
scissors, glue, erasers, paper, and backpacks. There is always a great need for
supplies for older students, such as scientific calculators, metal compasses, and
protractors.
Any schools, churches, or organizations interested in hosting a school sup-

ply drive on behalf of the CAP Agency
are asked to contact Linda Shelton at
(952) 402-9856. Donations are accepted
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, at the CAP
Agency, 712 Canterbury Road South,
Shakopee, MN.
CAP Agency CHORE Service
volunteers help area seniors
The CAP Agency CHORE program
for senior citizens in Scott and Carver
counties is designed to support older
adults to remain living independently in
their homes. The CHORE Program uses
community volunteers and other contracted service providers to assist older
adults with seasonal yard work, snow removal, minor home maintenance, heavy
household cleaning, window washing,

Fair fun
The Scott County Fair attracted
approximately 40,000 visitors
during its five-day run from July
28 to August 1 at the fairgrounds
near Jordan. For many 4-H
members it is the highlight of
their summer as they exhibit their
projects.
Above,
several
Cloverbuds, 4-Hers in grades K3, participated in “show and tell”
conference judging with Orma
Kraai of Shakopee. At right,
youngsters enjoyed the “duck
pond” game in the expanded
Midway section of the fair.
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City to Country Tour set for Sept. 25
University of Minnesota Extension Service and
the Scott County Historical Society are proud to be
organizing the 6th Annual City to Country Tour
on Saturday, September 25. This drive-yourself
tour features visits to four different sites around Scott
County. It is free and open to everybody – the only
cost is the gas to drive from one place to the next!
The sites include Sailer’s Greenhouse, Rahr
Malting, Lenzmeier’s dairy farm, and the Historic
Stans House and Stans Museum. The tour begins at
noon, but you can begin your tour at any of the four
sites. Tour guides will be present to orient you to
each site and answer any questions you may have.
Refreshments will also be available at some of the
locations.
More details about the tour will be coming soon!

Stans House in Shakopee

For more information about the City to Country
Tour, or to volunteer to help with the event, please
call the Scott County Extension office at (952) 4925410.

Financial knowledge
could win contests
Scott County Extension Educator Susan Hooper
knows how difficult it can be to teach young people
how to handle money wisely. It seems that fewer and
fewer young people have the skills to manage credit
and debt before it becomes overwhelming. That’s why
she is helping to lead an effort exploring interest in a
consumer knowledge team through the 4-H program.
Throughout the summer, she has been visiting teachers in each Scott County school district with training
information about financial education resources. If
there is interest, 4-H will be holding project meetings
to build savvy consumers and will be participating in
a state judging tournament.
For more information, contact the Scott County
office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.

Where do you vote?

Free electronics recycling

Get Green!

Find your polling place for the upcoming Primary and General Elections, or else get an absentee ballot.
Page 3

Find out where to get rid of that old
computer and printer, or the broken
cell phone or TV set.
Page 9

Learn more about 4-H
during open houses set for
Sept. 20.
Page 16
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Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Great Scott! Who was that man?
Who among us hasn’t pondered life’s most difficult questions, hoping to find
that elusive answer that always seems to be just out of our reach? Who among us
hasn’t stared at a solid blue sky, and wondered about timeless mysteries that have
stymied philosopher kings and masters of science alike?
Me too.
I’m sorry to disappoint you, but I don’t have any grand answers to those really
complicated “why are we here” and “what’s the meaning of life” questions. If I
did, chances are good that I would not be a County Administrator. Add the full
summer mood to the mix, and pondering complex and multidimensional questions
seem best left to the school year. Nevertheless, I am not completely answerless —
but my response is to a far simpler question: how did Scott County get its name?
(This topic seems appropriate for a summer edition of the SCENE. Bear with
me, I only ask you to give me a few moments of your time… think of it like a
passing summer thunderstorm.) In first answering the question, we must — for the
record — identify which Scott County to which we are referring. You see, not all
of the eleven Scott Counties in this country were named after the same person.
Our own County was named after General Winfield Scott, officer of the war of
1812, Commander of the United States Army during the Mexican War, and an
unsuccessful Whig party candidate for President in 1852. As history shows, the
General actually never stepped foot in the area (although in 1824, he was only “a
few miles away when he made an official inspection of Fort Snelling”). I can only
imagine that he must have made quite an impression on the Minnesota locals to
have the permanency of a county named after him 29 years later on March 5, 1853.
Scott went on to serve under President Abraham Lincoln during the escalation of the secession crisis, ultimately leading to the Civil War; early in the war, he
personally oversaw the recruitment and training of the U.S. Capital’s defense. But
by then, age was taking its toll, and the General many called “Fuss and Feathers”
(due to his “punctiliousness in dress and decorum”) retired in the fall of 1861 and
passed away in 1866.
There is certainly much more to this American figure than a few words in a
summer column. A quick search of the internet will yield scores of information on
General Scott. A book I found of particular interest was Agent of Destiny: The Life
and Times of General Winfield Scott written by John Eisenhower, son of the former
General and President Dwight Eisenhower.
Ironically, searching for information on General Winfield Scott results in
more interesting tidbits and practical information than I had originally anticipated.
For example, from a casual search, I discovered that Iowa, Kansas, Tennessee, and
Virginia all have counties named for General Scott. (Not entirely coincidentally,
Tennessee’s Scott County is also the home to a city named Winfield.) Three other
states — Illinois, Kentucky, and Mississippi — have Scott Counties, but I couldn’t
find a specific correlation to General Scott. The state of Arkansas has a Scott
County, named for Andrew Scott (the first Judge of the Supreme Court of the
Arkansas Territories). Indiana has a Scott County named after General Charles
Scott, a Revolutionary War Hero who served with General George Washington at
Valley Forge. Not to be outdone, the state of Missouri also has a Scott County —
so named after John Scott, the state’s first Congressman.
So, in these glorious waning days of summer, as you ponder life’s most challenging questions, you can clip one off your list. Now you know how Scott County
got its name, and you can thank our ancestors who were thus impressed with a 19th
Century war hero.

Call 2-1-1 for your
“First Call For Help”
Formerly known as “First Call For
Help,” the United Way’s 2-1-1 service
is there to help you with community services when you need it, where you need
it, and whenever you need it.
What is 2-1-1?
The 2-1-1 service is a free community information and referral service that
connects people in need of help with the
appropriate community-based organizations and/or government agencies. The
Federal Communications Commissioner
(FCC) designated “2-1-1” for its exclusive use as of July 2000.
In short, 2-1-1 is an easy number to
remember, and provides a single point
of access for individuals and communities alike.
How Does 2-1-1 Work?
Currently, Minnesota is one of only
four states that provide 2-1-1 service
statewide; however, it is a growing network, now available to over 80 million

people through 105 call centers in 24
states and Canada. In fact, in 2003, more
than 400,000 referrals were made
through 2-1-1 in Minnesota alone.
The Minnesota 2-1-1 system is operated by the Greater Twin Cities United
Way, and it is:
• … staffed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week;
• … available in multiple languages, including Hmong, Laotian,
Russian, Somali, Spanish, and Vietnamese;
• … partnered with six 2-1-1
hub sites outside of the metropolitan
area to ensure universal coverage and
access; and
• ... the largest information and
referral service in Minnesota.
For more information, please visit
www.mnairs.org and click on “2-1-1 in
Minnesota.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioner’s Corner
Scott County Board Meetings Through October
August 17
August 24
August 31

—
—
—

no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board workshop

September 7
September 14
September 21
September 28

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board satellite visit
County Board meeting

October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings
are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer
to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary
Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE VACANCIES
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Tracy Cervenka at
tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
University of Minnesota – Scott County Extension Committee (2 vacancies). This Committee consists of one representative from each of the Commissioner Districts, and one at-large youth member. There is a vacancy in Commissioner District 5 and a vacancy for the youth member. In partnership with the
University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs,
establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve
the quality of life and enhance the economy and the environment through education, applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. Meets
five times per year.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. There are two
vacancies in Commissioner District 2, and two vacancies in Commissioner District 5. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for
the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the
County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs,
needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews,
and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding
Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. The Resource Council
meets quarterly on the third Monday of the first month of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
Mental Health Advisory Committee (2 vacancies) The Mental Health Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply. Consumers or family
members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received mental health
services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s minority
population are encouraged to apply. The committee meets the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m.
Library Board of Trustees. The Library Board has five citizen representatives, one from each Commissioner District. There is currently a vacancy on this
Board in Commissioner District 5. The Library Board participates in planning
library facilities and services, sets operating policies for the Library System, prepares the annual budget, and authorizes expenditures covering operation of the
Library System. The Library Board meets the fourth Thursday of each month at
5:30 p.m.

Scott County Historical Society
seeks directors for Board
The Scott County Historical Society is looking for people enthusiastic
about local history and willing to share
their time and talent with the organization by serving on the board of directors. Each of three positions is for a
single three-year term beginning in November 2004.
The Scott County Historical Society is a countywide professional institution taking a leadership role in the management of the historical resources of
Scott County. It serves its communities
through preserving and making information available through exhibits and educational programs for all ages. It strives
to make history fun. In short, the Scott
County Historical Society works to

search, save, and share the history of
Scott County.
The Board of Directors is responsible for developing the Society’s strategic plan, working to meet organizational goals, setting policy, overseeing
the financial development of the organization, and acting as ambassadors to
the community. A time commitment of
approximately four hours per month includes attending regular meetings and
Society-sponsored functions, and serving on special committees as needed.
For more information, stop by the
museum at 235 Fuller St. South in
Shakopee, call the museum at (952) 4450378, or visit our website at
www.scottcountyhistory.org.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Library News

Summer is
busy at
libraries
Summer is a very busy time at all of
Scott County’s branch libraries, and this
year they are busier than ever. If you
have visited the branch libraries recently,
you may have noticed the legions of kids
standing in line or checking out books.
If you’ve been lucky, you may have had
an opportunity to take your children to
an exciting program at the library, or to
attend a special storytime session. These
activities are very important for kids,
especially school-age kids. Reading is
an extremely important skill; after all, it
is not very easy to learn, and it is all too
easy to forget. The kids who are participating in the Summer Reading Program
are retaining their reading skills (while
having a great time!), and teachers tell
library staff that some kids read at an
even more advanced level when they go
back to school in September. Even for
preschool kids, exposure to words, stories, and books helps prepare them to
be successful later in school and in their
chosen work.
The Scott County Library System
has participated in the Summer Reading Program for many years as one of
the MELSA (Metropolitan Library Service Agency) libraries. For the last
couple of years, all the public libraries
in Minnesota have shared a Summer
Reading Program. Our ability to participate depends on contributions from local businesses, the contributions of time
and money from the local Friends of the
Library, the library staff, MELSA, and
you. Thank you all. The next time you
see the people who make the summer
fun for the kids in the library, please
thank them yourself.
In the midst of all the fun at the library, you may have missed one change.
We have some new electronic resources
available through the website (go to
www.scott.lib.mn.us and select “Online
Reference Collection”). With your library card and PIN, you will be able to
search some new magazine and business
indexes. If you have any problems,
please call your library for assistance.
You can also search Spanish language
databases, take practice tests, learn about
people and literature, check out your
portfolio (in the library), find out how
to fix your car (in the library), research
the issues (and the controversies), find
out the phone number and address of
businesses and people, or research your
ancestors (in the library). Many of these
resources can be used from your home
or office at any time of the day or night.
So go online at home or in the library,
and find out how much you can learn
using the library resources. Online reference resources are brought to you by
the Scott County library system,
MELSA, and the state of Minnesota
(ELM).
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Scott County polling locations for the
2004 Primary and General Elections
Your polling location is based on your address of residence. To locate your correct polling
location you may access the following website http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/ or contact Scott
County Elections at (952) 496-8560.
Belle Plaine City
Belle Plaine Twp
Blakeley Twp
Cedar Lake Twp
Credit River Twp
Elko
Helena Twp
Jackson Twp
Jordan P-1
Jordan P-2
Louisville Twp
New Market City
New Market Twp
New Prague P-2
Prior Lake P-1
Prior Lake P-2
Prior Lake P-3
Prior Lake P-4
Prior Lake P-5
Prior Lake P-6A
Prior Lake P-6B
Prior Lake P-7
Sand Creek Twp
Savage P-1
Savage P-2
Savage P-3
Savage P-4
Savage P-5
Savage P-6
Savage P-7
Shakopee P-1
Shakopee P-2
Shakopee P-3
Shakopee P-4
Shakopee P-5
Shakopee P-6
Shakopee P-7
Shakopee P-8
Shakopee P-9
Shakopee P-10
Shakopee P-11
Shakopee P-12
Spring Lake Twp
St Lawrence

Junior High Theater
Belle Plaine Twp Garage
Blakeley Twp Hall
St Patrick Social Hall
Credit River Twp Hall
Elko City Hall
St Benedict School
Jackson Twp Hall
Jordan High School
Jordan High School
Marystown Parish Center
New Market Area Hall
New Market Area Hall
New Prague City Hall
Holy Trinity Church
MN Valley Comm Church
Prior Lake Fire Hall
Friendship Church
Shepherd of the Lake
Holy Cross Church
Crossroads Church
Playworks Event Center
Jordan Govt. Center
Quentin Ave Fire Station
Hidden Valley Elem. School
Savage City Hall
Harriet Bishop Elem. School
Glendale Elem. School
Shepherd of the Lake
Bridgewood Church
Valley View Baptist Church
Shakopee Library
Central Family Center
Fire Station No. 51
Sweeney School
Community Center
Faith Lutheran Church
Calvary United Methodist
Cross of Peace Church
Red Oak Elementary School
Shakopee Area
Catholic Education Center
Presbyterian Church
Fish Lake Lutheran Church
St Lawrence Twp Hall

130 S. Willow Street
25130 Hickory Blvd (Co Rd 5)
15016 W 250th St (Hwy 169)
24425 Old Hwy 13 Blvd
7450 Credit River Blvd (Co Rd 27 /68)
26518 France Ave (Co Rd 2 & 33)
24981 St Benedict Rd (Co Rd 11 & 4)
1091 W 130th St (Co Rd 15 & 78)
600 Sunset Dr
600 Sunset Dr
15850 Marystown Rd (Co Rd 15 & 72)
601 Main St (Co Rd 2 & 91)
601 Main St (Co Rd 2 & 91)
118 N Central Ave
16150 Arcadia Ave SE (S. Of Dakota, N Of 21)
5995 Timber Tr SE (Hwy 13/Fish Pt)
16776 Fish Point Rd SE
17741 Fairlawn Ave
13760 McKenna Rd NW
14085 Pike Lake Trail NE
6880 Boudin St NE (Hwy 13 & 42)
2200 Trail of Dreams
210 First St E
12305 Quentin Ave S
13875 Glendale Rd
6000 McColl Drive
14400 O’Connell Rd–Upper Level (S Of 42)
6601 Connelly Parkway (Co Rd 27)
15033 S HWY 13, Prior Lake Mailing Address
6201 W 135th St
1980 10th Ave W
235 Lewis St S
132 5th Ave E (Enter North Door)
2700 Vierling Dr E
1001 Adams St (Enter East Door)
1255 Fuller Street
150 130 St W (Co Rd 78 & 79)
2488 Vierling Dr E.
1506 Wood Duck Trail E
7700 Old Carriage Court
2700 17th Ave E
(Enter Door No. N14)
909 Marschall Rd S (Enter East Door)
20200 Fairlawn Ave
7500 Old Hwy 169

Absentee Voting
When do you need an absentee ballot?
• If you are absent from your precinct on election day;
• If you have an illness or disability that prevents you from going to your precinct;
• Because of your religious discipline or observance of religious holiday; or
• If you are serving as election judge in another precinct.
If you are in need of an absentee ballot for the upcoming Primary Election (September 14, 2004) and/or
the General Election (November 2, 2004), an application may be obtained from the Scott County website
www.co.scott.mn.us or by calling Scott County Elections at (952) 496-8560. Military and overseas voters
may also obtain the appropriate application and instructions from our office or website.

THANK YOU
to the sponsors of
the Summer Reading
Program. Your generosity has encouraged
hundreds of local youth
to use the libraries this
summer.

County to host legislative candidate transportation forum
The Scott County Board of Commissioners and the
Metropolitan Inter-County Association (MICA) are pleased
to be hosting an upcoming Transportation Forum for state
legislative candidates on Thursday, October 7, in the
County Board Room at the Scott County Government Center, (200 West Fourth Avenue, Shakopee). The Transportation Forum will begin at 5:30 p.m., and is expected to conclude around 7:00 p.m. The evening’s agenda has been designed to feature brief legislative candidate introductions/

statements, a presentation on Scott County transportation issues, and 15 to 30 minutes of questions and answers.
For more information on the Transportation Forum
for legislative candidates, please contact Lisa Kohner,
Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 49688780, or Keith Carlson, MICA Executive Director, at
(651) 222-8737.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Boat maintenance = cleaner waters
The Twin Cities metro area has roughly 74,000
acres of boating water, which includes two large rivers and 102 lakes over 100 acres in size. There are
countless ways to enjoy these bodies of water. Whether
you’re boating, fishing, waterskiing, canoeing, swimming, or enjoying any other water sports, one thing
that we can all agree on is that cleaner water benefits
all of us. With a little maintenance on our motorized
watercraft and some environmentally sound management practices, we can help keep our lakes and rivers
clean of contaminants.
ENGINE MAINTENANCE
1. Tune your engine regularly per manufacturer’s
recommendations. This helps your engine run cleanly
and more efficiently.
2. Frequently inspect fuel lines for potential
leaks, such as cracks and loose connections; repair as
necessary. When the engine is not running, close the
portable tank air vent to save fuel from vapor loss.
3. Change the oil/lower unit oil with a spill-proof
pump or vacuum tank. Slip a plastic bag over the oil
filter before removal, and wipe up oil drops immediately with absorption pads.

4. Clean the engine and parts on land over a
leak-proof container, not over the water.
5. Keep, separate, and recycle used oil, solvents, cleaners, and antifreeze at the Scott County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility.
BOAT CLEANING
1. Look at product labels and try to buy “nontoxic” and “phosphate free” cleaners. Also, avoid
working with chemicals that warn users to “wear
gloves” and “do not get into eyes.” Generally speaking, if the chemical can hurt you, it can also hurt the
environment with improper disposal.
2. Clean boat bottoms ashore, over hard surfaces or a tarp, where all debris can be contained.
3. Buy only as much cleaner as you need to
avoid the need to dispose of leftover cleaning supplies.
4. Avoid use of bilge cleaners which are detergents or emulsifiers. These chemicals dissolve the
oil/fuel into water, so both can be pumped overboard
into the aquatic or marine environment -- your bilge
may be clean, but the water isn’t.
HELP PREVENT EXOTIC SPECIES

Choose fish, but choose wisely
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) issues fish consumption advisories to help people minimize the risks from consuming contaminants in fish.
While it is wise to include fish in your diet, you need
to be aware of the risks posed by contaminants in fish.
That’s the main message contained in the MDH annual fish consumption advisory, which is updated and
released each spring to help consumers make informed
choices about the kinds and frequency of fish they eat.
The advisory is available online, or in brochure format by contacting MDH.
“Fish is an excellent food source, high in protein,
vitamins and minerals and low in saturated fat,” said
Minnesota Commissioner of Health Dianne
Mandernach. “And studies have shown that eating fish
may help prevent heart disease in adults. However, even
fish should be eaten in moderation,” Mandernach said,
“because any fish could contain harmful chemicals,
such as mercury or polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).”
The advisory provides guidelines on how much
fish people can safely consume while minimizing their
risks from contaminants. The advisory contains guidelines for both sport-caught and commercial fish. Generally, the smaller fish are safer, but some species tend
to accumulate more contaminants than others.
“In terms of safety, not all fish are created equal,”
said Patricia McCann, an environmental scientist for
MDH who analyzes data on both Minnesota-caught
and commercial fish. “And good choices about fish
are not the same for everybody.”
Pregnant and breastfeeding women, women who
are planning on becoming pregnant, and children under 15 are more sensitive to contaminants and need to
take extra precautions to minimize their risks from
eating fish. This does not mean, however, that they
should stop eating fish, McCann said. The oils in fish
are important for brain and eye development. The advisory provides guidelines for people in these groups.
For example, while one meal a week of locally caught
panfish would not pose a health risk to people in that
group, they should not eat any large walleye, large

northern pike, shark,
or swordfish.
In March, the
Food and Drug Administration published new data on
levels of mercury in
commercial fish.
“We’ve revised our
advice in the ‘Expectant Mother’s Guide’ to reflect these changes in reported mercury concentrations,” McCann said. Of note
is the change in advice for canned tuna -- two meals
per week for canned “light” and two meals per month
for canned “white” tuna. “Unfortunately, mercury levels in canned ‘white’ (albacore) tuna are higher than
canned ‘light’ tuna,” she said.
MDH continues to recommend eating all types of
salmon (canned, fresh wild-caught and farm-raised).
Although the levels of contaminants in farm-raised
salmon are higher than wild-caught salmon, the levels
are still relatively low and it is a good food choice.
Contaminants are higher in farm-raised salmon because
of the processed feed that is used, McCann said.
For most people, two meals of fish per week are
generally considered optimal for balancing the health
benefits and the health risk from contaminants in fish.
People who need to be very careful about the amount
of mercury they consume, such as pregnant women,
may want to choose the “light” canned tuna instead of
albacore canned tuna and smaller locally-caught fish.
General statewide fish consumption guidelines are
available online at www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/
fish/index.html and in the form of an eight-page brochure, “Eat Fish Often?” that is available by contacting MDH at (651) 215-0950 or 1-800-657-3908.
MDH also has a separate publication that provides additional information for pregnant women. The booklet, entitled “An Expectant Mother’s Guide to Eating
Minnesota Fish,” is available from the MDH in both
English and Spanish.

Make sure septic tank is properly pumped
Do you have a septic tank that needs to be pumped?
Don’t be fooled by someone who is trying to rip you
off. Make sure the person you hire does a good job.
Your septic tank should be cleaned (inspected and
pumped) by a state licensed pumper once every three
years. The tank should be pumped through the 24 inch
tank maintenance hole (manhole) rather than through
one of the 4 to 6 inch inspection pipes (for old tanks
without manholes, you may have to remove all or part
of the tank lid). If the tank is pumped through the
inspection pipe, most of the solid material will remain
in the tank. Those remaining solids will often find their
way into your soil treatment (drainfield) system -where they will greatly shorten the lifespan of that
drainfield.
Insist that the pumper you have chosen pumps your
tank correctly, even if it costs a little more (and is more
work for the pumper). You will save money in the end.

We recently heard that a drainfield may have been ruined because the septic tank was pumped through the
inspection pipe, and the owner had to spend thousands
of dollars to install a new drainfield.
It is legal for you to authorize a pumper to pump
your sepctic tank through an inspection pipe rather than
through the maintenance hole, but you will just be paying to have the liquid removed and not properly maintaining your septic system. The pumper is required by
law to report how your tank was pumped. If they report that your septic was not pumped through the maintenance hole, we must assume it was not properly
cleaned and we will likely send you a postcard the next
year which says that it is time to have your spetic tank
pumped again.
For more information about septic systems, go to
the County website at www.co.scott.mn.us (and search
for “Understanding Your Septic System” ).

INFESTATION
1. After landing your boat, remove all weeds
from the trailer, boat, and motor. Discard them away
from surface waters.
2. Empty bilage and live wells before transporting your boat from a body of water.
3. Know which lakes are infested with non-native aquatic organisms. Go to www.dnr.state.mn.us
and click on “Lake Finder,” then click on “list of lakes
infested with invasive species.” There is one lake
listed here for Scott County -- Lower Prior Lake.
If you use this lake, be extra careful!
4. Become familiar with invasive species. These
various species can also be found on the Minnesota
DNR website above.
Clean water is very important for a number of
things, not the least of which is a good boating experience. By following a few of these simple guidelines,
we can all work together to have clean water for us
and for generations to come.
Visit
www.cleanboating.org or www.dnr.state.mn.us for
more information.

Water
conservation –
connecting the
drops
While estimates may vary on how much water
actually exists on earth, one fact is not in dispute: most
every living creature on earth needs water. As a human, clean fresh water is vital to our survival.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the earth
contains approximately 1.4
billion cubic kilometers of
water. This is the same
amount that existed around 4
billion years ago, and it is all
there will ever be. Over 97
percent of the water on earth
is salt water, which is not
readily available for human
consumption. This also
means that less than 3 percent
of the water on earth is fresh
water. Of this fresh water, almost 85 percent is locked in the icecaps or glaciers.
Just over 0.4 percent is available to us as groundwater
or surface water. Fresh water exists in our atmosphere
as water vapor, which condenses and falls as rain, where
it then circulates through our rivers, wetlands, and soil.
It quenches our thirst, irrigates our crops, serves our
industries, moves our products, supplies electricity,
absorbs our wastes, and provides us with recreation.
Due to our rapidly growing world population, our
fixed supply of water is increasingly taxed. Both government agencies and conservation organizations are
sounding warnings about the water issue. In 2002, the
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) produced a report titled “Population, Water and Wildlife: Finding a
Balance.” This report explores current trends in water
usage, examines several water-related issues, and outlines how the availability and quality of water has a
similar effect on the health of both humans and wildlife.
To see how seriously the U.S. Congress is viewing the water issue, read the May 2003 report from the
U.S House of Representatives Subcommittee on Water Resources and the Environment hearing entitled
“Water, Is it the ‘Oil’ of the 21st Century?” Simply
visit www.house.gov/transportation/water/05-22-03/
05-22-03memo.html to view or print the report. Many
experts from around the world are betting that the title
of that particular report is a prophetic statement. These
experts believe that fresh water will become more valuable than oil. As with energy, if an area has a plentiful
supply of water it can grow and develop. If it doesn’t,
it cannot.
It has been said that wars of the future will be over
water. Let’s not waste the fresh water that we have.
Instead, let’s practice conservation and pollution prevention!
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Free electronics
recycling offered
Recently, two new opportunities
have been announced that will allow you
to recycle your used electronics through
major retail outlets. Office Depot Inc.
and Hewlett-Packard Co. will be launching the first free nationwide electronics
recycling program in the United States.
Office Depot will accept any brand of
electronics at its 850 U.S. retail locations
from July 18 through Sept. 6 at no
cost. It is the company´s latest effort to
encourage environmentally preferable
products and services, said Tyler Elm,
director of environmental affairs for Office Depot. “We will continue to work
with our business partners, environmental organizations, and other stakeholders to provide our customers with the resources and knowledge they need to be
environmentally responsible.”
Hewlett-Packard will recycle the
material at its Roseville, CA, and Nashville, TN electronics recycling facilities.
“This unique program with an important
partner in the retail channel allows us to
bring in our recycling capabilities directly to consumers in a remarkably
easy-to-use way,” said Lee Ray Massey,
senior vice president for HewlettPackard´s Americas Imaging and Printing Group.
The two companies will collect and
recycle a variety of electronics, including computers, printers, fax machines,

cell phones, and televisions 27 inches
and smaller.
“We are excited about the partnership,” said Thomas P. Dunne, acting assistant administrator for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency´s Office of
Solid Waste and Emergency Response.
“We look forward to this program increasing convenient opportunities for
electronics recycling in the U.S. and
leading to other productive partnerships
among retailers, manufacturers and governments,” he said. For more information on this program, contact your
nearest Office Depot location (including
Bloomington, Minnetonka, or Eden
Prairie).
In addition to the Office Depot/HP
recycling program, Dell Computers Inc.
is now offering free computer recycling
for a limited time for customers buying
new Dell desktop or notebook computers. This service includes free home
pickup and recycling. Dell will include
prepaid shipping labels and instructions
with the new computer. The purchaser
simply places their old system in the new
computer´s box and attaches the shipping label. The company already offers
customers no-purchase-necessary home
pickup of old systems for $15 per unit.
For more information on all
Dell recycling programs, visit
www.dell.com/recycling.

Make sure your building
permit file is closed
Owning a home is a major, lifechanging investment. As a homeowner,
you take all the precautions to protect
your investment. Insurance is purchased,
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
are installed, and repair and improvements are done to ensure the safety of
your family, friends, and the general
public that have a need to visit you on
your property. You’ve taken every measure to ensure that you can sit back, relax, and take pride in your slice of
heaven. If you’ve been living there for
a while, you may be ready for a change
-- an addition, a swimming pool, or adding that deck you’ve always wanted.
When purchasing a home, for the
first time or the last time, it’s exciting.
You’ve finally saved enough to find that
perfect piece of property located in a
nice area, close to the school your children attend, convenient to shopping areas, stores, and work. The seller has
dropped the asking price, and now
you’re thrilled about getting started on
your new beginning.
But wait! An important part of purchasing a new home is to make sure that
any work done requiring a permit had
all inspections done, and that the building permit is closed. A potential buyer
should make it an important part of their
buying steps to stop in and review the
files for any property that they are considering to buy.
Once an inspection has passed on a
new construction home, a Certificate of
Occupancy will be issued by the building inspector. There are two types of
certificates:
Certificate of Occupancy (Conditional with an Expiration Date) – This
is a temporary certificate that can be issued before work covered by the permit
is completed, provided that the portion
or portions of the building can be occupied safely. There is a set time that the

certificate is valid and it does have an
expiration date.
Certificate of Occupancy (Final)
– Once the building or structure is inspected by the official, and he or she
finds that there are no building code violations, a certificate finalizing the project
will be issued.
By having a final Certificate of Occupancy, it is assumed that -- as buyer
or seller -- your home complies with
building code guidelines for the State of
Minnesota. For a seller, having a copy
of all building permits and the final inspection results can be a major selling
point. By not having a final inspection,
you are subject to penalties as prescribed
by state law, and your liability as a homeowner increases significantly without
one.
There are over 200 temporary Certificates of Occupancy in Scott County
that have expired and not received a final inspection. Could your home be one
of them? Or is it one of the hundreds of
decks, pools, pole barns, basement finishes, or remodeling projects that still
needs a final inspection to close the permit and ensure that your project meets
building code?
If you’re not sure about the status
of your certificate, contact your contractor. If your contractor doesn’t have the
final Certificate of Occupancy, they can
obtain a copy of it at Scott County Community Development Building Inspection Department. The permit applicant
is required by law and state building
code to ensure all work done is inspected
and completed. Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Building inspections are
scheduled between the hours of 9:30
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. If you need to schedule an inspection, call 952-496-8475.
Remember: “No job is complete
until the paperwork is done.”
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Data-based decisions aren’t easy or quick
Every year at this time, I gather the data our department has carefully collected
over the past year to prepare next year’s budget. I suppose it is my science training
that urges me to collect the best possible data before making a decision. To prepare our annual budget, I collect the information that identifies every one of the
over 100 tasks performed by each of my eight staff members. I must determine
how much revenue we will need from 14 different revenue sources. Of course,
there is a bit of educated guessing needed to foresee changing demands for the
next year. However, I have found that my process has been a fairly accurate, databased decision approach.
Data-based decisions are seldom the easiest or quickest to make. Collecting
facts and comprehensively analyzing them can be both costly and time consuming.
On the other hand, making rapid decisions with poor data can be much more costly
in the long term. Legal guidelines, public opinion, existing policy – all of these are
absolutely critical to making sound, reliable decisions; yet if the decisions at hand
have serious implications and far-reaching impacts, accurate data must be collected and scrutinized by as many experts as possible.
I recognize that sometimes decisions can’t wait for good data. I saw such
situations frequently in my earlier medical career. When a patient comes in and is
seriously ill, doctors must decide if and how to treat that patient immediately or
risk them dying. I recall one incident when I was on night laboratory duty in an Air
Force hospital and a very sick child was brought in. The doctor quickly recognized that this child was close to death. He called for me to run samples on the
child’s spinal fluid but I was elsewhere in the hospital tending to another emergency. Rather than page me, he decided to go into the lab and perform a quick test
himself. When I got back to the lab, I could see the mess the doctor had left trying
to perform a test with which he was clearly not familiar. I noted his scribbled
diagnosis. He made a decision to treat the child for bacterial pneumonia based on
what he thought were correct results. I immediately re-ran the test, and concluded
that the child actually had bacterial meningitis, a much more dangerous illness.
Precious time had elapsed when I ran in with the correct analysis. I was afraid of
what I would find. Fortunately, the antibiotic administered was also suitable for
meningitis, and the child lived. I learned early from this lesson that while some
decisions cannot wait for the best data to be analyzed, good data and careful analysis almost always result in better decisions.
In my budget I am asking for funding for the collection of better data about the
County’s ground water. I have mentioned this in previous articles. The Minnesota
Geological Survey and a collaborative group of local governments, the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, and state agencies (under the coordination of
the Metropolitan Council) will be participants in this effort. We anticipate the
analysis will take two years and could run over $200,000. But the risk of making
land use decisions without this data would jeopardize our precious ground water
resources. Without an adequate supply of drinking water, future generations in
Scott County would be faced with considerable costs and limitations.
The Scott County Planning Commission and County Board of Commissioners
demand good data from County staff to enable them to make good decisions.
Local governments generally function in that way quite well. Many of the issues
they deal with directly affect citizens who, in turn, are encouraged to be active
participants in the process. I can’t say enough about the positive influence that
local citizen involvement has on the decision making process at the city and county
level. In the past, citizen involvement in the affairs of government was difficult, if
not impossible, for most of us. Frequently, we weren’t informed or aware of the
issues they were dealing with, and it wasn’t easy to effectively become involved.
Now, with the Internet and great non-partisan sites like the Federal Elections Commission site (www.fec.gov/), the Voter Information Services site (http://vis.org/)
and the E-Democracy (http://www.e-democracy.org), citizens can become more
informed and involved in the decisions being made in their townships, cities, counties, states, and country. Our environment is impacted by the decisions made at all
levels of government. The phrase of the past was “think globally, act locally.”
Today, the concept has been updated to reflect our Internet age: “think globally, act
locally...and globally.”

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott county government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.
This newsletter was produced in part with funding from
the Office of Environmental Assistance. It is printed on
recycled paper. Please recycle it again.
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Extension Service to begin assessment process
By Jayne Hager Dee, Extension Regional Director

On January 5, 2004, the University of Minnesota Extension Service initiated a
new delivery system for its educational programs connecting the University and
communities throughout Minnesota. Eighteen Regional Centers have been established throughout the state, funded with state and federal dollars, providing educational programming in the areas of: Land, Food and the Environment; Community
Development and Vitality; and Youth Development and Family Living. In addition, Scott County has chosen to closely link with the University of Minnesota by
committing County resources to provide trained Extension staff in the areas of
youth development, family financial education, agriculture, nutrition education,
and home horticulture. From the Extension Service office in Jordan, Scott County
citizens can easily access research-based educational programs to help meet their
needs.
Later this year, Extension will be conducting a formal Needs Assessment Process that will guide the organization’s future programming. As Regional Director,
I will have responsibility for this process in Scott County. The process is built on
five principles:
1. Citizen Input – Stakeholders and audiences will be asked for input, with
many citizens engaged.
2. Quality and Focus – Extension will seek to match community and citizen
needs with organizational capacity to provide quality programming.
3. Access – The goal is to make programming accessible throughout the state
and will explore creative uses of technology for educational delivery.
4. Partnerships – New partnerships between local government, non-profit
organizations, local and state agencies, and business will be formed to bring education to citizens.
5. Transaction Costs – The process will be cost-effective.
6. Transparency and Accountability – Data will be transparent for all Minnesotans to see.
As we move into the Needs Assessment Process this fall, many of you will be
asked to give input and to share your thoughts about issues that you feel are important. In addition, you will learn what programs Extension currently offers and how
best these programs can be useful to citizens. If you are asked to participate,
please say “yes” and help the University of Minnesota Extension Service to continue to provide relevant, high quality, timely, and economically sustainable educational programs to Minnesota citizens.

www.co.scott.mn.us
has more features
than ever before
You know about the amazing GIS
and property information capabilities.
You know about the up-to-date transit
information. You know about the Board
meeting agendas and minutes. You
know about the jail project “webcam.”
But if you haven’t visited
www.co.scott.mn.us lately, you may
have missed some of these great additions to the site!

tion results, the County’s website has a
direct link to the Secretary of State’s
website (www.sos.state.mn.us) for realtime, up-to-the-minute updates on campaign filings and election returns. It’s
faster than waiting for the evening news!
Just go to the County’s website and click
on “elections” (along the left-side menu).

Property Tax Statements Online
In addition to the cool new “property tax estimator” function, website
visitors can now reprint a tax statement
from the County’s website. Now, instead
of having to call Scott County for a duplicate tax statement at a fee of $3.00,
you can simply follow these fast and
simple steps:

The SCENE – Now Online!
You’ve asked for it… time and time
again. And finally, our technology has
caught up with your preferences – the
Scott County SCENE is now available
online! So if you want to share the
SCENE with someone who doesn’t currently receive a copy, you want to check
out the archive of past editions, or just
want to check out this cool new feature,
all you have to do is:

• Go to www.co.scott.mn.us.
• Click on “property tax” (located
along the left-side menu).
• Click on “property tax statement.”
• Enter either your PID or your
name, and the tax statement will appear.

• Go
to
our
website
(www.co.scott.mn.us).
• Click on “News and Events.”
• Then click on “Scott County
SCENE.”
• Finally, click on “2004 Scott
County SCENE.”

It’s fast. It’s easy. And it’s free!
Election Information in Seconds
In addition to providing useful information about voter registration, election dates, polling locations, and elec-

That’s it. That’s all. Nothing else.
While we will continue to distribute printed copies for everyone, we hope
you enjoy this new way of getting caught
up on all the County news!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Youth Teaching Youth
program begins 16th year
Because of the number of alcoholrelated traffic accidents involving 16 to
21 year olds, the Youth Teaching Youth
Program started in 1989 in selected Minnesota metro area counties. Working
with the Center for 4-H Youth Development and the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety, a group of teens and Extension Educators developed a curriculum for preventing underage alcohol use.
Originally called Alcohol Decisions,
the program focused on positive youth
development, refusal skills, the effects
of alcohol on the body, and traffic safety.
Over the years, the curriculum has
been updated several times. Today, the
curriculum focuses on the effects of alcohol and tobacco on the body, facts
about advertising, peer pressure, decision-making skills, and refusal skills.
The program also discusses building students’ self-esteem.
The Youth Teaching Youth Program
utilizes local teens to teach younger students. Teens that teach the program are
required to attend training sessions to
learn the curriculum and the characteristics of elementary students.
The curriculum is presented to
fourth or fifth grade students in three
one-hour sessions. Each session focuses
on a different aspect, such as the facts
of alcohol, peer pressure, advertising,
and wise decision making. Elementary
students are actively involved in each
session through educational activities,
group discussions, and role-playing.
Over the past sixteen years, Scott
County expanded this program to encompass a greater age range and a more
diverse range of educational topics. Currently, the program has three major curricula available to elementary schools:
“Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions,”
“Talking with TJ,” and “It’s Your
Choice.”
“Talking with TJ” is a program for
second and third graders. The teens
teach the students to understand other
peoples’ points of view, identify ways
to control anger, and develop healthy
ways to work out problems.
The “It’s Your Choice” program puts
teens into fifth and sixth grade classrooms. In nine sessions throughout the
school year, they teach about issues such
as cliques, bullying, peer pressure, tobacco, depression, and stress, as well as
many more important issues for middle
school students.
The “Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions” program focuses on self-esteem

building and building decision-making
skills for all who teach and are taught in
the program. It is based on the theory
that children and adolescents are most
influenced by their peers. The teen teachers also serve as role models for the elementary students.
The Youth Teaching Youth Program
originally started with ten teens teaching 325 students in five elementary
schools. This past school year (20032004), there were 63 trained teens teaching almost 2000 elementary students in
16 schools and 86 classrooms throughout the County.
The upcoming school year promises
to be an exciting one, and the University of Minnesota Extension Service is
looking for teen teachers to be a part of
the Scott County Youth Teaching Youth
Program. To become a teen teacher for
the Youth Teaching Youth programs, you
must be in 9th through 12th grade at a
Scott County high school, be chemically
free (no alcohol, tobacco, or drug use),
be capable of making up school work
missed due to participation, receive parental permission, and be willing to work
with elementary students and with other
teens as a team.
If you or someone you know is interested, please call the Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.

Adele Christensen & Amanda Ferraro,
Shakopee, are Youth Teaching Youth
teen teachers

Tom and Ben Loonan, Shakopee,
discuss the chemicals found in
tobacco.

Jenny Swenson and Kyle Gambone,
Prior Lake, talk about how peers
influence decision making.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Enjoy trails, golf, programs at Three Rivers parks
Three Rivers Park District is a natural resourcesbased park system located in the suburban metro area
that manages more than 27,000 acres of park reserves,
regional parks, regional trails, and special-use facilities. In Scott County, the Park District operates Cleary
Lake Regional Park, Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve,
and Historic Murphy’s Landing.
General Information: (763) 559-9000
Trail Hotline: (763) 559-6778
Program Hotline: (763) 559-6721
TDD: (763) 559-6719
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org
Free Quarterly Program
Guide Available
For a free copy of the “Discoveries” quarterly program guide, call (763) 559-9000 or e-mail feedback@
threeriversparkdistrict.org.
Weekly E-News Available
Get the latest news from the parks by signing up
for “Weekly E-News” at www.threeriverspark
district.org.
Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake
(763) 694-7777
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org
Located on Cleary Lake, 1,045-acre Cleary Lake
Regional Park features a par 3 golf course and driving
range, a 3.5-mile paved bike-hike trail around the lake,
a swimming beach, fishing pier (lake restocked in
2004), canoe rentals, 1.3-mile nature/pet trail, off-leash
pet exercise area (permit required), and several hikein/canoe-in campsites.
Parking is free Monday-Thursday, and $4 daily
Friday-Sunday and holidays. An annual Park Patron
Pass is $25. The park is open from 5 a.m. to sunset.
Visitor center hours vary by season; call (763) 6947777 or visit www.threeriversparkdistrict.org. For golf
tee-times, call 763/694-7777 or visit
www.teemaster.com.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park will host the Murphy
Mountain Bike Sprint Series on Wednesday
evenings from Aug. 18-Sept. 8

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
Trailhead: 15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage
Horse Trail Parking Lot: 9501 Sunset Lake
Road, Savage
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org
Notorious for its lung-busting cross-country ski
trails and heart-pumping mountain-bike paths, glacierformed Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve features some
of the toughest recreational trails in the Twin Cities.
The 2,400-acre heavily wooded park also offers excellent horseback riding trails and is one of the best
places in town to view songbirds.
Parking is free Monday-Thursday, and $4 daily
Friday-Sunday and holidays. An annual Park Patron
Pass is $25. The park is open from 5 a.m. to sunset.
Upcoming Programs
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint Series: 5:30-9
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 18 and 25; Sept. 1 and 8,
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve.
Mountain bike on one of the Twin Cities’ most
challenging courses! There is a series of four 10K sprint
races with a mass start, awards and door prizes each
week. Registration is at 5:30 p.m., mass start at 6:30
p.m. Helmets required, and the cost to participate is
$10. Ages 14+.

Historic Murphy’s Landing
2187 East Highway 101, Shakopee
(952) 445-6900
www.murphyslanding.com
Discover what life was like for Minnesota’s early
European settlers along the Minnesota River -- visit
Historic Murphy’s Landing! At Historic Murphy’s
Landing, costumed characters reenact the day-to-day
life of Minnesota’s European settlers, from early fur
traders to sod busters to busy townsfolk. Historic
Murphy’s Landing is open to the public on weekends
and for scheduled weekday programs. Special evening
programs are offered on the second Saturday of each
month during the summer. On weekends in late November through December, Historic Murphy’s Landing reenacts the holiday traditions of Minnesota’s European settlers during “Folkways of the Holidays.”
Adult admission: $7.50 Patron Rate/$8.50 Regular Rate
Youth and Senior Admission: $6 Patron Rate/
$7 Regular Rate
Upcoming Programs at
Murphy’s Landing:
Woodworking Weekend: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14 and noon-7 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 15. Long
before the lumber barons of the 1870s, early settlers
sought the forests and wooded river valleys of Minnesota for the precious resources they provided. From
shingles to spoons, fence posts to furniture, wood was
cut and carved by hand to build and sustain life on the
frontier. Build a cabin of your own or try the tools of
the trade alongside expert woodworkers during demonstrations and activities. Extend your fun into the
evening with a Hog Roast and Barn Dance from 8-10
p.m.
Hog Roast and Barn Dance: 8-10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14. Enjoy an evening out on the town, 1800s
style! Kick up your heels at an old-fashioned barn
dance following a picnic-style hog roast under the oak
trees. Bring a blanket and your dancing shoes! Ages
10 and up $15; Ages 5-9 $10; Ages 4 and under free.
Minnesota Frontier Life: 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 28 and noon-7 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 29. Experience the challenges and changes in daily living
brought by each new decade to the Minnesota frontier.

Please clean up after your pet
Have you ever found yourself enjoying a pleasant afternoon in the park,
soaking in the sunshine and soft breeze?
You are sitting on a blanket in the green
grass, watching the children play and the
people walking their dogs. Suddenly,
one of the dogs stops to “relieve itself.”
While most pet owners are responsible
and clean up after their pets as they
should, you notice that this person just
walks on… leaving their dog’s “souvenir” lying on the grass. Suddenly, your
pleasant afternoon in the park is spoiled,
as you realize that one of the children
who are playing in the park might step
in or touch that dog waste. Or perhaps
you yourself have stepped into some dog
waste left along a trail or in a park.
Clearly, its more than just a grossout, there are some very real health concerns with untended dog waste. A study
by the American Pet Products Manufacturers Association found that 68 million
American people own a dog. Regrettably, almost 40 percent of those people
say they do not pick up after their dog,
either because they feel the waste will
eventually just go away or it is too much
of a hassle.
What happens to that waste when the
pet owner simply walks away with their
offending pet? It is not magic that makes
the pet waste disappear on the ground,
but rather rain and/or melting snow.
Then, when a storm occurs, the discarded stuff is washed away into nearby
rivers, lakes, and streams, where it pol-

lutes our environment. When pet waste
enters our waterways, it introduces excess nutrients. Those nutrients can increase algae growth in the warm summer months. That increased algae makes
local waterways look dirty, degraded,
and unattractive for fishing, swimming,
and nature observation. As the waste
breaks down it can also release toxic
chemicals, such as ammonia, that can kill
fish.
In addition to causing negative impacts on our lakes and streams, pet waste
can also cause public health concerns
through the spread of illness and disease.
Improperly disposed pet waste carries
many diseases that can cause humans to
get sick. Young children, for example,
can be infected by toxocara if they play
in an area which has been fouled by dogs
and then put fingers in their mouths (as
children are often known to do). This
infection is very serious and can cause
eyesight damage or even blindness. And
anyone who plays outside, works outdoors, hikes, swims at public beaches
or at pools, or just likes to take a walk

around the block can be at risk for infection from the bacteria or parasites
contained in pet waste. Indeed, just a
single ounce of dog feces contains about
23 million microorganisms of bacteria.
Perhaps that wasn’t a simple cold you
were suffering from last week, but an
illness caused from pet waste bacteria.
The germs carried by your pet can cause
diarrhea, stomach cramps, nausea, dehydration, fever, or a cough. In some
severe cases, parasites in pet waste can
even cause vision loss or birth defects if
a pregnant woman were to be become
infected.
Fortunately, the solution to this
problem is easy. Take along a paper bag,
a pooper-scooper, or an old plastic shopping bag for this purpose, and pick up
the waste from your pet. Then either
flush it down the toilet or throw it in your
garbage can. Always remember to
wash your hands afterwards.
The bottom line is this: when you
don’t clean up after your pets, it makes
a bad impression on everyone. It fosters a perception that our community
doesn’t care about how it looks in the
eyes of others. We want you and your
pets to enjoy our parks and open spaces.
However, we also want to reduce the
amount of pet waste which can spoil the
enjoyment of our parks and trails by
other users. Let’s work together to keep
our community clean!

Recycle your
old phone
books
Soon you will be receiving your
new 2004-2005 phone books. What
should you do with your old phone
books? If you recycle your old
phone books, you save valuable resources while you make more room
in your closets by getting rid of your
old unneeded books. More and
more people recycle their old phone
books every year. New phone books
are usually printed on recycled directory-grade paper, often containing around 50 percent post-consumer content. This is an important
trend!
Most local garbage haulers will
now take your old telephone books,
along with your newspapers, magazines, and other papers, when deposited in your curbside recycling bins.
You can also bring your phone
books and other recyclable materials to Buckingham Recycling Center in Prior Lake. If you have any
questions about recycling your old
phone books, please contact your
garbage hauler for more information
on their recycling policy.
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SWCD News

SWCD protects variety of wetlands
When most people think of wetlands, they think
of swampy, marshy areas complete with ducks and
cattails. While those areas are indeed wetlands, many
other wetlands look quite different and may even be
completely dry for the majority of the year. Some
wetlands support trees and shrubs and some may even
be farmed. Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
provides technical support and serves as the “clearinghouse” for local governments, County departments, and
citizens with wetland and water related questions.
Historically, wetlands were considered wasted
space and drained and filled for development and crop
production. In Minnesota, an estimated 11 million acres
of wetland areas have been lost over the last hundred
years, leaving about 7.5 million acres (representing a
60 percent loss!). It is estimated that there may have
been 60,000 acres of wetland in Scott County prior to
settlement (based on hydric soils), but recent inventories indicate only 25,000 acres of shallow water habitat wetland remain, some of which have been partially
drained. Wetlands provide many important benefits
which have become apparent only recently, and only
as wetland numbers have declined. Wetland benefits
include providing storage areas for excess water during flooding; filtering of sediments and nutrients before the enter lakes, rivers, and streams; providing habitat for fish and other wildlife; and affording both public recreation and commercial uses.
Recognizing the important benefits of wetlands,
in 1991 the Minnesota Legislature enacted the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA). The WCA gives administrative authority to local governments. The Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District is available to
assist cities, townships, and individual landowners to
determine if an area is a wetland and administer the
provisions of the WCA.
If you are working in or around a wetland, you
should consider the following:
• Contact the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District. Our office has been designated the “clearinghouse” for wetland information.
• Find out if the land you want to alter is a wetland. Remember, an area can be wetland even if it does

Pictured above is a Type IV wetland in Scott
County.

This is a wetland, too, although most people would
not think of it as such. However, it is a seasonally
flooded basin or floodplain wetland in Scott
County.

not hold standing water.
It is important that you consider possible wetland impacts early in your planning process. Contact the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
at (952) 492-5425 with any of your wetland issues.

SWCD monitors water quality
You may have noticed Scott
SWCD vehicles stopped near local
streams during the spring and summer months. The reason? SWCD
staff is busy collecting water samples
and data from area rivers and streams.
Currently, the District is monitoring
a total of five stations: two sites located in the Vermillion River Watershed, two in the paired watershed
West Raven Stream and Ditch 10, and
one along Eagle Creek. Three new
sites – two in Porter Creek and one
in Sand Creek — are planned for
monitoring by the Scott Watershed
Management Organization.
The District is monitoring water
quality and quantity for the Vermil- Scott Schneider, SWCD staff member, takes a rating curve
lion River Watershed Joint Powers measurement. A rating curve measures the velocity (cubic feet
Organization, the Lower Minnesota per second) of the stream. After taking enough rating curve
River Watershed District, and the measurements, a formula can be used to estimate the velocity of
Metropolitan Council. Water the stream by determining the depth.
samples are taken during periods of
low flow when there is no influence of runoff from
So, then what happens to the data once they are
rain or snowmelt, and during “runoff events” when collected? Once the data are retrieved, samples are
rivers and streams receive rainwater or melting snow delivered to the laboratory at the Metropolitan
from surrounding landscapes.
Council’s Wastewater Treatment Facility in St. Paul,
District staff monitors the water quality sites after where they are tested for nutrients such as phosphorus
each rain (or each week, depending on rain events). and nitrogen, bacteria such as fecal coliform, and solStaff is able to dial up to each individual station and ids such as sediment. The data collected over a period
get readings for samples remotely; this allows the Dis- of years can indicate trends or changes in water qualtrict to get timely readings for the various agencies ity and help determine if changes in land use and condepending on accurate information. The sampler sta- servation practices are having a positive — or negations are programmed to take samples from the tive — impact on water quality. The results will ultistreams/creeks based on water flow. If there is an in- mately help plan for smart development and assist in
crease in the depth of the water, it triggers the sampler conservation efforts.
station to extract a sample of water and store it until
Please contact Scott Schneider or Jaime Rockney
staff is able to retrieve it. The sampler is able to store at (952) 492-5425 for more information on water qualup to 96 samples.
ity monitoring in Scott County.

Tips for maintaining
a healthy lawn
Everyone loves the look of a nice green lawn.
According to the Professional Lawn Care Association,
Americans spent $17.4 billion on lawn care, landscaping, and tree care services in 2000. We also use an
estimated 8 billion gallons of water to water or irrigate our lawns each summer.
What is the best way to care for your lawn? Watering your lawn in the early morning will be much
more efficient, as mid-day heat will cause much of
your water to be lost to evaporation. Watering in the
evening on a regular basis is asking for trouble. Fungi
thrive on cool temperatures and moisture. During the
peak of the summer, you should give your lawn 1” to
1.5” of water each week, minus any rainfall that was
recevied. Deep and infrequent watering is much better for your lawn than shallow and frequent waterings,
as the deep soaking waterings will help to promote
deep root growth, thus making your lawn more resistant to drought.
Exercise care when feeding your lawn. If you
overstimulate the grass with too much nitrogen, you
will eventually cause thatch problems. Thatch is a
prime habitat for the fungi that feed on decaying organic material. Thatch also forms a hydrophobic layer
that interferes with the transfer of moisture and nutrients. Fertilize at the right time of the year for your
grass, using complete fertilizers that satisfy the nutrient needs of the grass. Before you purchase your fertilizer, you might want to have your soil tested first to
determine which nutrients your lawn needs. When buying your fertilizer, make your decision on the basis of
its quality, not the size of the bag or the price. The
value depends on the amount and source of nutrients
in the bag. Fertilizer labels have three numbers that
designate the percentages of nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potash in the bag. A 30-3-10 analysis, for example,
means that the product contains 30 percent nitrogen, 3
percent phosphorus, and 10 percent potash. Your soil
test report will provide information on which fertilizer is best for your lawn.
Please note that as of January 1, 2004, fertilizers that contain phosphorus cannot be used on
lawns in the seven county metro area. For more
information on the phosphorus fertilizer restriction,
visit the Scott County web at www.co.scott.mn.us (and
type “fertilizer ban” into the search box), or visit the
University Extension Service website at:
www.extension/umn.edu.
Some products contain “slow-release nitrogen” or
“water insoluble nitrogen.” It’s a good idea to have
some slow-release nitrogen fertilizer in the bag. This
will provide longer lasting green-up and reduce the
chance of fertilizer burn. However, if all or most of
the product is slow-release nitrogen, green-up of the
lawn can be very slow. It may take weeks or even
months for that to occur. However, slow-release nitrogen is less likely to burn your grass if over-applied.
Finally, when mowing your grass, be sure to never
remove more than 1/3 of the canopy height of your
grass. Do not mow during the heat of the day, and
always use a sharp blade on your mower. Also, be
sure to leave your grass clippings on your lawn when
you mow -- they will decompose and add nutrients to
your lawn.

Phosphorus lawn
fertilizer ban in effect
Unless you are establishing a
new lawn, or you have had your
soil tested and found deficient
of phosphorus, it is now illegal
in the metropolitan area to use
lawn fertilizers that contain
phosphorus. This same ban will
become effective statewide on
January 1, 2005. Help protect
our lakes and streams by obeying the law! Use only fertilizer
that has a “zero in the middle.”
(See above article for details.)
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Fun at the fair
There’s always plenty to do and see at the Scott County
Fair. Marsha and Jenni Bartholomay (below) of the
Helping Hand 4-H Club sold malts at the ADA malt
stand, while others had the chance to view a fire truck
brought by the Shakopee Fire Department. The midway
was a popular attraction, while other fairgoers showed
their rabbits.

Protecting yourself against West Nile Virus
West Nile Virus (WNV) was first
identified as a human virus in the West
Nile District of Uganda in 1937. In
1999, the first outbreak of WNV was
detected in the U.S. when 62 human
cases and seven deaths were reported in
New York. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) now
reports that the virus is spreading quickly
throughout the United States. The map
below shows just how far the virus has
spread in only five years.
In the past, mosquito-borne diseases
were limited by the boundaries of animal and bird travel. With world trade
and travel now common, these boundaries have been eliminated. Studies are
currently being conducted to determine
whether or not the virus can survive in
dormant mosquitoes during the winter.
WNV was first studied in Egypt in
the 1950s, where it became recognized
as a cause of severe human meningoencephalitis in elderly patients during an
outbreak in Israel in 1957. Encephalitis, or inflamation of the spinal cord and
brain, can be caused by viruses or bacteria. West Nile encephalitis is caused
by an infection with the West Nile Virus, which is but one of several mosquito-borne viruses which can cause
human illness.
Wild birds are the primary hosts of
WNV. The virus circulates in the blood
of birds for a few days after the initial
infection. Mosquitoes become infected
when they feed on the blood of infected
birds. The infected mosquitoes can then
transmit the virus to humans and animals
through their bites. The illness is not
spread person-to-person. Most humans
infected by the virus show very mild
symptoms, or no symptoms at all. These
symptoms generally include a fever,

headache, backache, fatigue, and nausea. Most people recover from the infection within two weeks, but approximately 10% of the clinical cases are fatal. Fatal cases, as well as symptomatic
cases, are more prevalent in people older
than 50 years of age. While there is no
cure for the virus, symptoms can be
treated. Treatment includes hospitalization, use of intravenous fluids and nutrition, respiratory support, prevention
of secondary infections, and good nursing care. Medical care should be sought
as soon as possible for persons who have
symptoms suggesting severe illness.
So far, the best way to detect WNV
in an area is to watch for birds that have
been bitten by infected mosquitoes, and

then killed by the virus. Several public
health agencies are collecting reports of
dead birds from around the state, and
testing some of the birds for the presence of the virus.
People should submit reports of
dead birds from late May through early
September (the mosquito season).
WNV-infected birds are more likely to
be found in July through early September. Report only birds that died under
unusual circumstances (do not report
birds that were hit by cars, hit windows,
or died from other obvious causes).
While all species of birds should be reported, they are especially interested in
reports of dead American crow and blue
jays. Call the Minnesota Department of

Health (612-676-5414) or Metropolitan
Mosquito Control District (651-6459149) to report your dead bird sighting.
They will ask you for information such
as the species of bird (if known), where
and when it was found, and if any unusual circumstances were observed.
They may make arrangements to pick
up and test some birds for WNV. Currently, there is no evidence available
suggesting that humans can get West
Nile virus from touching sick or dead
birds. However, it is strongly recommended, for sanitary reasons, that you
use protective gloves or a plastic bag
when handling any sick, injured, or dead
bird.
Health officials offer the following
suggestions to reduce your risk of exposure to West Nile Virus:
• Avoid outdoor activities at dusk
and dawn when mosquitoes are most active.
• When you are outside, reduce
your risk by covering your skin with
long-sleeved shirts, pants, shoes, and
socks.
• Use a mosquito repellent. Always read and follow label instructions.
• Eliminate mosquito breeding
sites such as standing water in tires,
buckets, cans, plugged rain gutters, or
similar water-holding containers.
Change water in birdbaths on a weekly
basis.
For more information on West
Nile Virus, visit the following sites:
• www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/
westnile
• http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/research/west_nile/west_nile.html
• http://www.health.state.mn.us/
divs/idepc/diseases/westnile/index.html
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Look for ways to reduce dependency on foreign oil
Increasing transportation fuel needs
have caused our nation to become dependent on foreign oil. Our sources for
foreign oil are not always politically
stable, and sending vast amounts of
money overseas each and every day to
purchase more oil has a detrimental effect on our economy.
Why should we be concerned
about dependence on oil and petroleum?
• The United States spends nearly
$200,000 per minute overseas to buy
foreign oil. Much of that oil comes from
parts of the world that are controlled by
unstable or less-than-friendly governments.
• Instead of sending that kind of
money overseas to purchase oil, imagine the impact that $200,000 per minute
would have on our local economy if that
money stayed in our country. That kind
of money being spent locally would create new jobs and strengthen existing
jobs.
• The current fleet of gasoline and
diesel engines on the road are inherently
dirty and horribly inefficient. Today’s
automobiles use less than one-third of
the energy contained in a gallon of gas,
the rest is simply wasted as heat and
pollution.
• The price of oil fluctuates all the
time, costing you money at the pump and
hurting our economy. Over the last three
decades, each of the four major spikes
in oil prices (1973, 1979, 1990, and
2000) has been followed by an economic
recession.
• Domestic oil production is expensive. Deepwater drillers like Exxon
Mobil or Conoco spend roughly $6 to
$8 to produce a barrel of oil from the
Gulf of Mexico or the North Sea, while
oil producers in Saudi Arabia or Kuwait

spend $1 or less.
• Domestic oil infrastructure is
vulnerable to terrorism. A single bullet
shot into the trans-Alaska pipeline in
October 2001 caused a spill of 6,800
barrels — more than 250,000 gallons of
oil. A more coordinated effort could easily disrupt domestic supplies and have
serious negative economic consequences.
• The United States can’t drill its
way out of dependence on foreign oil
— we just don’t have enough oil. The
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, for
example, has been mentioned as a solution to our oil problems That Refuge,
if developed as a source of oil, would
likely yield less than a six months’ supply for our nation. We need a better
long-term solution.
There is good news: We can break
the chain of dependence on oil. Hybrid
cars are becoming more common. Hybrid cars feature a combination of gas
and electric power, and some current
models offer fuel efficiency of up to an
incredible 70 mpg! Some look futuristic, while others look just like a regular
vehicle. Visit www.hybridcars.com for
information on the most common hybrids currently available. More
automakers are entering the hybrid market every day. Ford recently announced
that they will soon be offering a sedan
and SUV hybrid. The hybrid Ford Escape has everyone excited, as it will offer the full size and convenience of an
SUV -- but the ability to get over 40
mpg on the road! In a recent competition with current and future hybrid models to see who could get the best fuel
economy, a Volkswagen hybrid imported from Europe for this competition
startled everyone by getting over 100
miles per gallon! This particular model

Many new vehicles use alternative
fuels, such as a combination of gas
and electric power, or a combination
of ethyl alcohol, made from corn, and
gas. Fuel efficiency is as high as 70
mpg in some hybrid cars.

burns European diesel (“European diesel” burns better, as it is refined to a
higher level than “American diesel”). It
is exciting to think about the technology that already exists and is ready to
be used.
In addition to hybrid technology,
other options exist to reduce our dependency on oil. There is a company in
Eagan that has developed a kit that can
easily allow a standard gasoline engine
to burn propane. (Bi-Phase Technologies began in Lake Lillian, but after being purchased by Schwans Foods, the
company moved to a new facility in
Eagan.) Schwans discovered the small
company as they researched for options
to reduce their expenses and the impact
of rising gas prices with their large fleet
of delivery trucks. The propane retrofit
is working well for the Marshall, Minnesota food giant. Bi-Phase is working
with Ford to produce new trucks of all
sizes in the future. The Bi-Phase retrofit is a new and unique approach. While
past propane-powered vehicles have utilized propane gas, the Bi-Phase approach keeps the propane in liquid form,
and thus they can use fuel delivery rails

County benefits when local
businesses increase recycling
In early January of each year, the Scott County
Environmental Health Department contacts Scott
County businesses to ask what had been recycled the
previous year. A form is sent out that asks for recycling information for paper products, such as cardboard
and office paper, used oil and oil filters, fluorescent
lamps, and automobile batteries. Also included are
various types of metals, glass, plastics, electronic
equipment, and appliances. This information is used
to calculate the recycling rate for Scott County. There
is no obligation for them to submit any information,
but the past efforts of area businesses have helped demonstrate that Scott County is a recycling leader in Minnesota. This information is part of an annual report
the County submits to the Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance (OEA) called the “Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment.” known as
“SCORE.”
Minnesota’s statewide recycling efforts began in
earnest in 1989, when the Legislature adopted comprehensive legislation based on the recommendations
of the SCORE. The state provides funding from dedicated state tax revenue that provides a stable funding
source for recycling and waste reduction programs,
and the County must provide at least a 25 percent match
of state funds. Funding from the SCORE program
can be used for a wide range of activities at the local
level, including recycling, efforts to reduce waste
(source reduction), operating a household hazardous
waste (HHW) facility, and educational programs. Each
county is free to use the tools that they feel are appropriate for their population and for the challenges of
the local waste stream.
In 2003, the total amount of Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) collected in Scott County was 124,583.47 tons.
The amount of material recycled was 69,644.55 tons,
which calculates to 55.9 percent. With credits given
by the state for yard waste collection and various

County solid waste programs, the final recycling rate
for Scott County in 2003 was 63.9 percent.
Because of the high rates of recycling by area businesses, in Scott County benefits from funding that is
used to further educate the public on solid waste issues. Scott County Environmental Health would like
to acknowledge all the following businesses that submitted data on materials that they recycled in Scott
County during 2003:
ADC Telecommunications
K-Mart Distribution Center
Appliance Recycling Centers of America
Material Handling Group, Inc.
Ashland Chemical
Metro Auto Salvage
Associated Mechanical
Phillips & Temro Industries
Bor-Son Construction
Prior Lake Rental
Canterbury Park
Laser Quipt
Certainteed Corporation
Rubber Industries, Inc.
Chart, Inc.
Seagate Technology
Fremont Industries Inc.
Shakopee Valley Printing
Highway 101 Auto Salvage
Silgan Containers Corporation
Inland Paperboard and Packaging, Inc.
Toro Company
J R’s Appliance Disposal, Inc.
Ziegler Inc., GTE
These businesses have helped to make Scott
County a leader in Minnesota. If any other businesses
would like to submit information about their recycling
activities, please contact Steve Steuber from Scott
County Environmental Health at (952) 496-8473.

similar to the existing fuel injection system that is currently on your car or truck.
Propane burns cleaner and cooler than
gasoline. This means that not only is
less pollution produced as you drive, but
your engine life is extended due to the
lower operational temperatures (less
combustion byproducts are forced into
the engine oil). Visit www.bi-phase.com
for more information.
And, alternative fuels are available
to reduce our reliance on oil and petroleum. E-85, for example, is a mix of 85
percent ethyl alcohol and only 15 percent gasoline. The ethyl alcohol can be
produced locally, from corn. Flexible
fuel vehicles can burn any combination
of E-85 and gasoline, so you don’t have
to worry if you need fuel but can’t find
a station that sells E-85. You can simply fill your tank with gasoline and drive
away, with no adjustments or conversions required. However, more and
more stations are selling E-85, including locations as close to us as Shakopee,
Bloomington, and Lakeville, so it is becoming easier to use (see
www.e85fuel.com/refueling for more
locations). As we use more E-85, our
dependence on oil is reduced, which allows us to keep more of our transportation dollars in our own communities.
After all, when we send our petroleum
dollars overseas, we never see that
money again. On the other hand, your
local corn farmer buys their groceries,
furniture, and cars from the same businesses where you work, thus helping to
keep jobs in our local communities!
Let’s begin thinking about our energy independence. It would be good
for our economy, good for our environment, and good for our country!

How are speed
limits set?
There’s a lot more to setting speed limits than you
might think – in fact, the Commissioner of Transportation sets regulatory speed limits on state and local
roads based on a thorough engineering and traffic investigation. This investigation considers factors such
as:
• Road type and condition;
• Location and type of access points (intersections, entrances, etc.);
• Sufficient length of roadway (1/4 mile minimum);
• Existing traffic control devices (signs, signals,
etc.);
• Accident history;
• Traffic volume;
• Sight distances (curves, hills, etc.);
• Test drive results; and
• The results of a speed study.
The most important part of the traffic investigation is the speed study. When choosing a speed, drivers take many roadway environment factors into consideration. Therefore, the speed that the majority of
people consider prudent is an important value. Data
are collected by performing radar checks at selected
locations on the roadway under ideal driving conditions. A technical analysis is done on the results to
determine the 85th percentile. (This is the value indicating the speed at which most — 85 percent – of the
drivers are traveling under.) Experience has shown
that a posted speed limit near this value is the maximum safe and reasonable speed. Studies have shown
that traveling much faster or slower than this value
can increase your chance of being in a crash.
Engineering judgement is an important tool. The
traffic investigator must use his or her knowledge of
nationally accepted principles combined with experience to assign the safe speed.
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Code enforcement in rural Scott County

A focus on home businesses
This is the third in a series of articles that will
spotlight issues of code enforcement topics within Scott
County. Our goal is to educate the public about the
variety of violations that exist within the eleven Scott
County Townships.
A rapidly growing concern in the eleven Scott
County townships is the use of homes and/or accessory buildings for the operation of a business or company. Scott County intends to ensure that the integrity
of the residential neighborhood or agricultural area is
kept intact by limiting the extent of problems that can
be associated with operating a commercial business
within these areas. Typical concerns reported to this
office regarding home businesses relate to noise, equipment stored outside, business supplies/merchandise
stored outside, junk accumulation, customer and employee traffic, or hazardous waste concerns.
There are two classifications of businesses in Scott
County townships:
1. Home Occupations: This is defined as an
occupation or profession engaged by the occupant of
a dwelling, which is clearly secondary to the principal
use when carried on within the dwelling unit and not
in an accessory building, and which shows no activity
other than activity normally present in a residential
dwelling unit. Home occupations are allowed in residences in all zoning districts.
This classification applies to occupations that have
do not have stock in trade visible from the street, have
no outside storage, have not made alterations to the
exterior of the residence changing the residential character, do not generate more than three customers at the
same time, and have adequate onsite parking. The
property owner must also be the only employee, and
the occupation must not exceed 25 percent of the gross
floor area of the house.
Some examples of acceptable home occupations
would be home based beauty salons, an office for an
accountant/tax preparer, an attorney, etc. A home occupation does require an administrative use permit from the Scott County Planning Department.
2. Home-Extended Business: This is defined
as an occupation or profession engaged in by the occupant of a dwelling unit within the dwelling unit or
accessory structure, which involves the storage of a
limited amount of vehicles and equipment, repair, service, or assembly, requiring equipment not customarily found in a home, or the storage of stock in trade
incidental to the performance of a service. The proposed activity shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the residential use of the premises, and shall
only include the sale of merchandise incidental to the
home-extended business.
Some examples of home-extended businesses
would include auto mechanic shops, auto body shops,
landscape companies, building contractors, etc.
The particular zoning district in which a property

Call Before
You Dig!
is located regulates whether or not a home-extended
business would be allowed.
Home-extended businesses require either a conditional use permit or an interim use permit (temporary permit). These permits must meet approval
from the Scott County Planning Commission and the
Scott County Board of Commissioners. The permit
issued to a property owner will stipulate conditions
about how the business can operate from the home.
Under current ordinance, a home-extended business may not exceed one non-resident employee, there
can be no more than three business-related vehicles
on site, the business must be located on the homestead
property of the business owner, and the business must
be in an appropriately zoned location. In addition to
these minimum standards, there are other regulations
in place that are required for the approval of a homeextended business.
Property owners who only park or store at their
home one business-related truck and one business-related trailer, along with associated equipment in the
trailer, are not required to obtain a permit. However,
the property owner must be the only employee. In
addition, on non-agricultural lots less than ten acres,
the vehicle parked at the home must not exceed a oneton capacity.
It is considered a violation of Scott County Ordinance to operate a business without the required use
permit granted by Scott County. Violations of Scott
County Ordinance are considered misdemeanor violations, and owners of properties with violations can
expect to receive a citation if they fail to correct a request to obtain an approved permit or relocate the nonpermitted business activity.
All regulations regarding home occupations and
home-extended businesses can be located on the Scott
County website, www.co.scott.mn.us. The regulations
can be found in Scott County Zoning Ordinance #3,
Chapter 8. You may also contact the Scott County
Code Enforcement Office at (952) 496-8876 to obtain more information on obtaining an appropriate
permit for a business or if you wish to file a complaint
about a non-permitted business.

2004 Road Construction Update
• County Highway (CH) 1 bridge over the Minnesota River in Blakeley — Construction started on August 2. Currently working on driving pile and construction piers; due to the long weather-related delay (5/20 8/2), the bridge may not open to traffic this year.
• Overlay projects on the following roads should be
completed by late August:
a) CH 4 from CH 7 to CH 1
b) CH 27 from CH 2 to 230th Street E
c) CH 64 from Trunk Highway (TH) 169 to 2000
feet east of TH 169 -- not yet started.
d) CH 79 from CH 78 to 11th Street
e) CH 89 from TH 13/19 to CH 2
• CH 21 from CH 27 to Dakota County line — scheduled to begin in early
September.
• CH 23 from 1/2 mile south of TH 13 to TH 13 in Prior Lake — opened to
traffic the second week of July. Single at SCAH 23/TH 13 should be operational
by August 12.

State law requires that homeowners and contractors must have all underground utilities marked before they begin to dig. In Minnesota, there is a nonprofit agency that acts as a
central clearinghouse for this
type of information, contacting the utility companies to
have their lines located and
marked. This agency is
known as Gopher State One
Call (often simply referred to
as “Gopher State”).
Gopher State One Call grew out of a response to a
serious pipeline accident in the northern Twin Cities
in July of 1986. After this accident, Governor Rudy
Perpich created the Minnesota Commission on Pipeline Safety to review and recommend law and/or
changes at the federal and state levels that would enhance public safety. Thus, in October 1988, Gopher
State was born. Since that time, Gopher State One
Call has served as Minnesota’s One-Call notification
center, helping to reduce third party damage to underground utilities while at the same time protecting
homeowners and excavators from injury and possible
death. Gopher State handled 780,000 communications
during its first year of operation, and topped one million in its second year. Today they handle more than
five million communications each year.
Gopher State must be notified 48 hours prior to
the commencement of digging, and the proposed digging project must be completed within 72 hours. These
time restrictions are important, in part because the lines
are marked with spray paint that can easily fade or be
removed with a lawn mower. In order to be safe, digging should not take place closer than 2 feet from any
markings. Since Gopher State One Call will only locate public utilities, the homeowner or a private locating service should locate private services such as sprinkler systems, gas grill lines, or invisible fencing.
An Example of the Possible Dangers: A frightening example of the importance of caution and safety
when dealing with underground utilities recently occurred in Scott County. Earlier this spring, a Scott
County homeowner cut through an underground power
line while installing a fence in his backyard, and as a
result of the accident almost 400 utility customers were
without power for almost two hours. The line that
was cut was a three-phase main feeder line that supplied power to several neighborhoods. Local emergency responders have commented that the homeowner
was very lucky he was not injured or killed, having cut
through a line of that size. In addition to the obvious
dangers, a homeowner can also be held responsible
for any costs associated with the repair of the impacted
utility when digging in an area that is unmarked or
where the markings are considered expired.
Be sure to call Gopher State One Call before you
begin your next digging project. They can be reached
at (651)454-0002 within the Twin Cities, or (800) 2521166 throughout Minnesota. Visit www.gopher
stateonecall.org for more information on this FREE
but valuable service!

Tennis anyone?
There’s still time to enjoy the great
outdoors – and get some great
exercise to boot — before summer
fades away! Through the end of
September, you can join your friends
and fellow tennis aficionados every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
morning (from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.) at
Lake Front Park in Prior Lake.
Interested? Want more information?
Call Jack Hansen at (952) 447-4872.

Page 12 Scott County SCENE August/September 2004

Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Is an alarm the answer to your
residential security needs?
Police studies show that homes without alarms are about six times as likely to
be burglarized as those with them. Current systems have built-in flexibility that
lets you combine intruder detection with smoke and fire alarms and the ability to
call automatically for emergency medical assistance. But… you’ll have to hassle
with arming and disarming the system every time you go in and out of the house.
Residential burglar alarms are not an “end all” solution to preventing home burglaries. They are not substitutes for locked doors and windows, or for precautions
such as Neighborhood Watch or Operation ID. However, if you are interested in
purchasing a residential burglar alarm, make sure you understand some basic concepts.
Alarm systems come in many varieties, but they all have three specific purposes. Alarms deter potential intruders. Most burglars would reconsider forced
entry if they knew an alarm system was in place.
Secondly, alarms warn occupants an intruder is
present. Finally, alarms alert police in order to apprehend the burglar.
From ancient times, humans have devised alarm
systems to detect trespassers. Early Romans placed
geese on the perimeter of the homes to announce the
arrival of intruders. In fact, geese reflect the three
basic parts of all alarm systems in use today:
• Sensors or detectors (eyes and ears of the goose),
• Control unit (the brain of the goose), and
• Enunciator, or sounding device (the goose’s squawking).
The sensing cycle involves a series of electronic components designed to establish a secure perimeter, space, or point. The alarm emits a signal if an intruder
enters the space. The signal can either sound at the site (local alarm) or at some
remote location or both.
Who will receive the alarm signal and their expected response are important
design considerations. Alarms must have an on-site signal if they are to alert occupants to an intrusion. But if a house is in an isolated area, it makes little sense to
depend solely on a local alarm to alert neighbors or scare off the intruder. In this
case, a remote signal is needed. Even in residential areas, a local alarm is often
ignored and considered a nuisance by neighbors. Before purchasing an alarm, you
must be thoroughly familiar with the system’s operation and its available options.
The most crucial segment of the alarm cycle is the human element. Improperly designed, installed, or maintained alarm systems lead to frequent false alarms,
inconvenience, disenchantment, and eventually system abandonment.
Common Alarm Systems
A residential perimeter system provides a number of sensing devices which
attach to doors and windows leading into the home. These devices are wired to
sound an alarm if entry is attempted when the system is on. Magnetic contacts are
the most widely used perimeter sensors. Attached to entry points, magnetic contacts sound an alarm when an entry is attempted. Plunger contacts, generally used
on doors, are concealed contact buttons. They operate the same way as hidden
light switches on automobile and refrigerator doors. Vibration detectors react to
vibrations like those made when exterior windows are broken. Sound activated
systems are sensitive to the noises created by someone breaking into your home.
Dual technology window contacts aid in reducing false alarms by using two different sensing technologies to sense an intrusion – one senses vibration and one senses
the sound of breaking glass.
Space and point protection are limited in their residential use. Motion detectors are extremely sensitive, so attention must be given to where and how they are
installed to avoid false alarms. Air conditioning, heat vents, telephones, loose
fitting windows, house pets, even home decorations must be considered before a
decision to use motion detectors. Passive infrared measures infrared heat generated within the protected area. An individual’s body heat can be detected by the
sensor. Proximity devices are very effective in protecting safes, file cabinets, artwork, or gun cabinets. They cannot provide personal safety since the intruder
must either touch or come within inches of the protected object before the alarm is
triggered. Panic buttons are small buttons located within the home, usually alongside entrance doors and next to beds. They are manually activated if you suspect
an intruder, or if an intruder tries to force entry when you answer the door. (Care
must be given to proper installation so they aren’t pushed by children or other
curious people.) Unless you are under direct attack by an intruder, calling 9-1-1 is
much more effective in quickly summoning police help. Pressure mats, generally
used under rugs or carpets, are really flat “switches” that react to pressure from
footsteps. Placed in doorways, hallways, window areas and staircases, they can be
used to isolate specific areas. Exercise care in using pressure mats in areas where
large pets and small children might trigger an alarm as they wander through the
house. Photoelectric beams, when designed for residential use, are small and
unobtrusive. Sometimes they resemble standard electric wall outlets. They cast an
invisible infrared light beam across hallways, rooms, and stairwells. When the
beam is broken, the alarm sounds.
What to look for in an Alarm System
An alarm system is only as good as its power supply. The most dependable
system operates on household current with emergency battery power. If batteries
alone power the system, there should be a way for the system to automatically
report battery failure. Systems which use an actual alarm signal to report battery

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

failure should be avoided.
• Any component that can turn the system on or off should be completely
tamper proof. As an added safeguard, your alarm panel should be locked and the
keys removed and concealed elsewhere.
• A quality system should carry a reasonable warranty covering parts and
labor from both the manufacturer and the installer.
• Since any system eventually requires service, be sure the company you
deal with can provide prompt service.
• Make sure you understand how to arm/disarm your system. This includes anyone who is authorized to be in your home. Be aware of what the system
can do and cannot do. Receive verbal and written instructions covering all components of the alarm system and how it operates.
• Many insurance companies offer a 5 – 15 percent discount on home insurance policy rates for a monitored alarm system.
• Take advantage of an alarm’s deterrent value. Lawn signs and stickers
should be conspicuously displayed to warn intruders than an alarm is in operation.
Choosing your alarm company
By selecting a reputable, well established company when buying an alarm,
you’ll get satisfactory protection at a price you can afford. The failure rate among
companies entering the burglar alarm business field has been high. When buying
an alarm from a company, be sure they will be able to service the system. A
“bargain” system could turn out to be an expensive system.
Before buying a system, obtain cost and installation estimates from three reputable companies who are insured and bonded. Make sure the contract specifies the
points of protection, relevant equipment and the schedule of maintenance. Make
sure the contractor is in compliance with local and state licensing laws. Some
cities and counties require a permit to install an alarm system in your home. Select
a system listed and approved by Underwriters Laboratories. This agency sets standards for product reliability. For more information on alarm systems and company reliability, contact the Minnesota Burglar and Fire Alarm Association (MBFAA)
at www.mnbfaa.org or 651-291-1900.
False Alarms
Alarms were originally designed to protect lives and property. Properly installed, used, and maintained, alarms are a valuable safety asset. When misused,
they become a liability. False alarms do not reduce crime and can cause a certain
level of complacency among all concerned parties. They also increase the liability
and endanger the safety and welfare of the public, responsible parties, and responding agencies. In August 1997, Scott County Deputy Brian Wondra was seriously injured responding to a residential burglary alarm. The alarm turned out to
be false. A false alarm is any alarm caused by human error or equipment problems
requiring police response, with no evidence of an actual crime having been committed. Deputy Wondra wasn’t ever expected to work in law enforcement again
and has since retired from the Sheriff’s Office. In response to more and more
close calls while responding to alarm, the Sheriff’s Office has changed its alarm
response policy.
The most frequent human errors causing false alarms are:
• Use of incorrect key pad codes,
• Failure to train other users (i.e., babysitters, relatives, children, visitors,
contractors, etc.),
• Failure to secure doors and windows before turning on the alarm,
• Failure to cancel the alarm with the monitoring facility.
The most frequent equipment problems causing false alarms are:
• Improper application or installation of interior motion detectors,
• Improper application or installation of outdoor beams,
• Improper charging or checking of batteries,
•Faulty equipment (i.e., panels, detectors, key pads, etc.).
When an officer responds to a false alarm, it means he or she is not available to
do routine patrol or answer other calls. False alarms create a potential danger to
citizens and officers responding to the call. With the population in Scott County
growing at a rapid rate, so too are residential dwellings and alarm systems. Nationally, it is estimated that an average of two false alarms occur during the course
of the calendar year for each alarm site. It is also estimated nationally that 98
percent of all alarms responded to by law enforcement are false. All across the
country, law enforcement jurisdictions are faced with the fact that valuable resources are being wasted on false alarms. To combat the number of false alarms,
many law enforcement agencies have established False Alarm ordinances. False
Alarm ordinances are created to reduce the number of false alarms, along with
protecting public safety by minimizing unnecessary use of limited law enforcement resources.
Currently, Scott County does not have a false alarm ordinance. However, if
you live in the cities of Savage, Prior Lake, or Shakopee, these communities do
have false alarm ordinances. If you have an alarm system or are considering purchasing one, and aren’t familiar with the false alarm ordinance, contact the appropriate police department for more information.
Preventing False Alarms
• Understand how your system works.
• Lock and secure all doors and windows.
• Know cancellation code.
• Make sure people who have access to the system are trained.
• Follow all instructions furnished by your alarm company for use, maintenance, service, and repairs.
• Call your alarm company before you start any remodeling, add or change
a new authorized alarm user or emergency contact, change your phone number or
phone service, or add a pet to your home.
Preventing residential burglaries and keeping your loved ones safe involves
more than just an alarm system. Alarm systems can deliver security… but only if
they are operated, installed, and maintained properly. Additional security measures are needed if you’re truly going to protect your home. Make sure your alarm
system doesn’t provide you with a false sense of security. Use it as one of many
tools to protect yourself against crime.
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Senior SCENE

Caring for an aging driver: When is it time for concern?
together and illustrate strength and love;
conversely, it can drive a wedge of resentment between
members. The difference is often found in the approach. Know your facts, then plan the conversation,
the participants, location, and timing carefully to minimize stress and agitation and maximize results.

This is an article in a series in which we hope to
educate people in our community about the problems
faced by the elderly and adults with disabilities and
how to prevent their abuse.
As the overall population in America ages, the topic
of elderly drivers has become a pressing concern. Statistically, the majority of both fatal and non-fatal accidents involve young drivers age 16 to 25. However,
the increasing frequency of fatal accidents involving
older drivers makes us all wonder — when is it dangerous to drive, and how do you manage all the emotional and logistical issues around such a weighty issue?
While there is no “one-size-fits-all” solution, the
following five steps can serve as a guide through the
process of making good driving decisions and doing
your part to protect yourself, your loved ones, and others on the road.
Step 1: Begin The Dialogue
We know that independence, activity, and social
involvement enhance health and quality of life, but
are the risks associated with driving “worth it” for an
older person? To gain peace of mind and safety for
yourself and your aging loved one, it is best to address
this important issue before a crisis or tragedy occurs.
It is never too early to begin dialogue and create a plan
for success. Having a plan will help reduce anxiety
and empower aging people to make their own health
decisions.
• Choose a safe, comfortable time and location
to begin the conversation. Do not discuss driving while
in the car or in other stressful or threatening environments.
• Use current events to open the discussion: “Did
you hear about the accident in…? Can you imagine
how they must feel? How about you — have you ever
thought about how long you would like to continue
driving?”
• Ask the older driver what their plans are in a
non-threatening way. Have they ever been afraid driving? What do they like best/worst about driving? Gently guide the conversation toward healthy options. Be
encouraging and supportive of the variety of tools,
training, and alternatives available to decrease their
anxiety and increase their awareness.
• If appropriate, suggest a driver-safety course
or evaluation. Recommend talking with their doctor
about health concerns or medications that could increase their risk. Talk about limiting driving to familiar areas during safer times of the day. Suggest therapy
for physical limitations affecting driving.
• Expect some irritation, because it is a touchy
subject for most. Use gentle words, a calm tone, and
caring “I” statements to get beyond the discomfort and
move toward solutions. If severe stress or agitation
occurs, try to determine why — is it the environment?
Are they afraid? Is it a bad time? Or is there reason to
be concerned? Use good judgment, though, if the conversation becomes heated. Change the topic and pursue the conversation at another time after gathering
additional facts.
Step 2: Gather Facts
Do not dismiss your concern and regret it later
after an accident or injury. Trust your instincts and
gather information that will allow you to make educated choices and enhance everyone’s safety.
• Take a drive with the person in question.
• Respectfully talk to friends or neighbors that

may have information on driver’s ability.
• Talk to a doctor about factors that could influence driving.
• Look at the car regularly for signs of damage
or repair. Talk to their auto mechanic, car insurance
provider, and the DMV to review their driving history.
• Have a professional driving assessment done.
Things To Watch For — Does the Driver:
• Wear appropriate eyewear?
• Pay attention to other vehicles, pedestrians,
etc.?
• Use safety belts on their own?
• Stop or slow inappropriately?
• Sit at least 10 inches from wheel airbag?
• Drive too slowly or too fast?
• See the road properly?
• Merge safely; staying in the lane?
• Twist around when reversing or rely on mirrors?
• Cancel directional signals?
• Stop at all signs and actually look both ways?
• Appear disoriented or confused about directions?
• Yield right-of-way, or drive aggressively?
• Appear overly anxious or frustrated?
Step 3: Acknowledge and Act on Facts
Warning Signs — Causes for concern and reasons to take closer look .
• Changes in health or disposition
• Changes in medication
• Forgetfulness/confusion
• Fatigue, sleeping more
• Slower responses
• Vision/hearing difficulties
• Dizziness when changing positions
• Accidents at home, abnormal clumsiness
• Changes in grooming/dressing
Danger Signs – Action is needed immediately to
avoid a potential crisis.
• Memory loss (not occasional forgetfulness,
combined with other signs)
• Problems with judgment
• Indecisiveness
• Disorientation
• Inadaptability
• Disinhibition/dysmobility
• Functional losses, such as trouble walking, incontinence, swallowing, etc.
Whenever a loved one’s health, safety or well-being becomes a concern, it is important to be proactive
and address your loved one’s issues in a well-planned,
respectful manner. A problem can bring a family closer

Step 4: Most Importantly, Offer Solutions
• Volunteer to help with shopping, errands, etc.
• Volunteer to recruit friends or family members to for social activities, as seniors have a hard time
asking for help.
• Call the local Area Agency on Aging for a list
of transportation resources at (800) 333-2433.
• Consider turning to a professional caregiver
to ease the transition and provide flexibility and independence.
• Provide gift certificates for various services
to help them overcome fear/lack of familiarity.
Thankfully, we live in a time where there are many
transportation options available. Driving retirement
does not have to be a life sentence of solitary confinement. You can serve as an important source of information and encouragement connecting them to the
options that exists. Show them how to keep active without the stress of driving and expense associated with
owning a car. You can show that there is life after
driving, and play an important role in keeping your
loved ones and everyone on the road safe!
Step 5: Draw in the Experts When Safety is a
Concern
Unfortunately, there are times when even the bestlaid plan does not work. A person may choose to continue driving even when there is clear danger and risk.
If you have done all that was suggested in steps one
through four and the dangerous driver continues to
operate a vehicle, it may be necessary to draw in experts and consider reporting the driver to the authorities. When reporting a dangerous driver to the police
or Department of Motor Vehicles, your name will be
kept confidential and they will review the case and act
accordingly. Any information you can provide about
medical concerns, history, or physician recommendations will be helpful in determining their actions. If
they perceive a risk, the driver could receive a request
to undergo a driving test, and have their license suspended or even revoked.
Determined drivers may find ways to drive even
with a suspended or revoked driver’s license. In these
situations, especially if dementia or physical ailments
make driving a direct risk, it may be appropriate to
disable a vehicle, hide keys, have locks changed, or
remove the car. While these measures may seem drastic, they may prevent severe injury or even death and
should be considered seriously.
In our culture, most consider driving to be a “right”
just under “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
However, we need to remember that driving is actually a privilege to be taken very seriously. By regularly assessing our own driving ability and respectfully
assisting others to evaluate themselves we contribute
to safer roads for all to enjoy. While it may be uncomfortable to address concerns, your actions may save
someone you love from serious harm. Begin the dialogue, gather the facts, act on the facts, offer solutions,
and draw in experts. Show those you love that you
care enough to do what’s best!

Adults should receive booster shots every 10 years
Did you know that even adults need
a booster shot every ten years to maintain protection against tetanus and diphtheria? In addition, there may be adults
over the age of 60 who have never completed a primary series of three tetanus
and diphtheria shots. (These vaccines
were not routinely given to children until the late 1940s.) Thus, Scott County
Public Health is encouraging everyone
to update their Tetanus/Diphtheria immunization status.
Because tetanus bacteria are wide-

spread in the environment, they are frequently present in the soil. Gardeners
are especially susceptible to tetanus bacteria exposure as they work in their yards
or gardens. The bacteria can enter the
body through a small cut, scrape, or
splinter. Although tetanus occurs rarely
in the United States, it is fatal — even
with treatment — for one in 10 people
infected.
Diphtheria is still common in many
countries. The Tetanus-diphtheria (Td)
booster protects people who travel to

Public Health News
and Updates

countries where diphtheria still occurs
and keeps the disease from recurring in
the United States.
Scott County Public Health encourages everyone to review their immuni-

zation status and update their Td vaccination if it has been 10 years or more
since their last Td shot. If you are unsure if you are up-to-date on your tetanus/diphtheria series, you may contact
your health care provider or call Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
for more information.
Td vaccine is available at all Scott
County Immunization Clinics. There is
a charge of $20 per dose for adults over
the age of 18.
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Veteran’s SCENE
By Roger Willmore
Scott County Director of Veteran’s Services

Commonly asked questions about U.S. flag
Over the past several months, numerous questions have come into our
office about the United States Flag. Here is Part One (of two parts) addressing some of the commonly asked questions and a few facts. Watch for Part
Two in the next issue of the SCENE.
Frequently asked questions about the United States Flag
Q: How are unserviceable flags destroyed?
A: The Flag Code suggests that “…when a flag has served its useful purpose,
it should be destroyed, preferably by burning.” For individual citizens, we would
ask that this be done discreetly. Many VFW
and American Legion Posts conduct Disposal of Unserviceable Flag Ceremonies on
June 14 (Flag Day). This ceremony creates
a dignified and solemn occasion for the
retirement of unserviceable flags.
Q: What is the significance of displaying the flag at half-staff?
A: This gesture is a sign to indicate the nation mourns the death of an
individual(s), such as death of the President or former President, Vice President,
Supreme Court Justice, member of Congress, Secretary of an executive or military
department, et cetera. Only the President of the United States or the Governor of
the State may order the flag to be half-staffed.
On Memorial Day, the flag is flown at half-staff until noon, when it is then
hoisted to full staff. Whenever the flag is raised, it should be done briskly. When
lowering the flag, it should be brought down slowly.
Q: What do the colors red, white, and blue signify?
White: Signifies purity and innocence
Red: Signifies valor and bravery
Blue: Signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice
Q: Can a flag that has been used to cover a casket be displayed after its
original use?
A: There are no provisions in the Flag Code to suggest otherwise. It would be
a fitting tribute to the memory of the deceased veteran and their service to a grateful nation if their casket flag were displayed.
Q: Can the United States Flag be displayed on days when the weather is inclement?
A: The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement,
except when an all weather (nylon or other non-absorbent material) flag is displayed. However, most all flags are made of all weather materials.
Q: When the flag is not flown from a staff, how should it be displayed?
A: It should be displayed vertically, whether indoors or out, and suspended so
that its folds fall free as though the flag were staffed. The stripes may be displayed
either horizontally or vertically against a wall; the union should be uppermost and
to the flag’s own right (that is, to the observer’s left). When displayed in a window
of a home or a place of business, the flag should be displayed in the same way
(with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the street).
Q: Can the flag be washed or dry-cleaned?
A: Yes. There are no provisions of the Flag Code, which prohibit such care.
The decision to wash or dry-clean would be dependent on the material.
Q: Are you required to destroy the flag if it touches the ground?
A: Flag Code section 176b states that the flag should not touch anything
beneath it, such as the ground. This is stated to indicate that care should be exercised in the handling of the flag, to protect it from becoming soiled or damaged.
You are not required to destroy the flag when this happens. As long as the flag
remains suitable for display, even if washing or dry-cleaning (which is acceptable
practice) is required, you may continue to display the flag as a symbol of our
country.
Q: What is the proper method for folding the flag?
A: The Flag Code does not require any specific method; however, there is a
tradition that has developed over time. This method produces a triangular shaped
form — like that of a three-corner hat worn by the revolutionary war soldiers —
with only the blue union showing.
Q: May a person, other than a veteran, have their casket draped with the flag
of the United States?
A: Yes, although this honor is usually reserved for veterans or highly regarded
state and national figures, the Flag Code does not prohibit this use.
Q: What is the significance of the gold fringe, which we see on some American flags?
A: Records indicate that fringe was first used on the flag as early as 1835. It
was not until 1895 it was officially added to the National flag for all regiments of
the Army. For civilian use, fringe is not required as an integral part of the flag, nor
can its use be said to constitute an unauthorized addition to the design prescribed
by statute. It is considered that fringe is used as an honorable enrichment only.
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Small business
fluorescent lamp
collection set for Oct. 12
In order to help small businesses
properly recycle used fluorescent lamps
(fluorescent bulbs or tubes), Scott
County will once again be sponsoring a
used fluorescent lamp collection on the
second Tuesday of October. This collection will be held in the parking lot
of the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste Facility, at 588 Country Trail East (Highway 282), from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on October 12.
The Scott County HHW Facility is
located on Hwy 282, just west of the
intersection of County Road 17 and
MN Highways 13 and 282.
Businesses will once again be
charged low rates for the disposal of their
items. Payment will be required at the
time of collection (make checks payable
to Retrofit Recycling, Inc). As with past
collections, Minnesota Valley Electric
(MVEC), New Prague Public Utilities,
Shakopee Public Utilities, and Xcel Energy have all agreed to pay for the disposal of up to 10 lamps from each of
their commercial/industrial customers
who provide proof of their business account, such as a billing statement or receipt. Be sure to transport your used
lamps to the collection in their original
cartons (or similar containers) as this will
help to minimize or prevent breakage.

CAP AGENCY
and other home services.
“We know that many seniors are
happier if they can maintain a safe and
healthy environment in their homes,”
said Tamala Nelson Hagen, Director of
Community Outreach Services for the
CAP Agency. “We provide year-round
services, as well as those that are more
seasonal in nature.” Right now, the
CHORE program is planning for a fall
yard clean-up and is looking both for seniors who need the service as well as
community volunteers to do with the
work.
CHORE services offer the opportunity for community members to volunteer for a one-time project, or to “adopt

Broken lamps are considerably more
expensive to recycle, and they release
mercury vapor when broken. Do not use
duct-tape to group your bulbs together,
as the tape is difficult to remove at the
collection event. Instead, use a box, or
masking tape to hold the bulbs together
during
transport.
Scott County is pleased to offer this special collection in conjunction with Retrofit Recycling Inc, Minnesota Valley
Electric, New Prague Public Utilities,
Shakopee Public Utilities, and Xcel Energy. This collection offers an affordable option for local businesses to properly dispose of their used fluorescent and
HID lamps. Participation by local units
of government, churches and other civic
groups is strongly encouraged.
Please note: this collection is the
only time this year that business waste
of any kind will be accepted at the
Scott County Household Hazardous
Waste Facility. If you have large quantities (over 1000 lamps), please contact
Retrofit Recycling directly at 1-800274-1309 to arrange for an on-site
pickup. If you have other hazardous
business waste, or would like more information about this collection, please
call Scott County Environmental Health
at (952) 496-8475.

From Page 1

a senior” by committing to ongoing support. This experience is appropriate for
individuals, families, and service groups
that want to make a difference in the lives
of their older neighbors.
Seniors (age 60 and older) interested
in receiving CHORE services as well as
individuals and groups willing to volunteer should call the CAP Agency at
(952) 496-2125. There is no charge for
the service; however, contributions are
requested based on a sliding fee scale
for the type of service.
For more information, contact the
CAP Agency at (952) 496-2125, or visit
its website at www.capagency.org.

Q: Is it proper to fly the flag of the United States at night?
A: The Flag Code states it is the universal custom to display the flag only
from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours
a day if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. The American Legion
interprets “proper illumination” as a light specifically placed to illuminate the flag
(preferred) or having a light source sufficient to illuminate the flag so it is recognizable as such by the casual observer.
Q: What should be the position of the flag when displayed from a staff in a
church, public auditorium, or other public meeting place (whether indoors or outdoors), on platform, or on the floor at ground level?
A: When used on a speaker’s platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be
displayed above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a church,
public auditorium or meeting place, the flag should hold the position of superior
prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the
clergyman’s or speaker’s right as he faces the audience. Prior to the Flag Code
changes in 1976, the display procedure was somewhat different. Now, the staffed
flag should always be placed to the right of the speaker (observer’s left) without
regard to a platform or floor level.
Q. Can my company decide to fly our flag at half-mast for a former employee?
A. No. Only the president of the U.S. or your state governor can order the flag
lowered to half-staff.
Q. Upon the death of a sitting or former President, how long does the flag fly
at half-mast? For a Vice-President?
A. Thirty days for the death of a sitting or former President. Ten days for the
death of a Vice President.
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Historical Scene

Fred, Joe, “Omy,” Gene, “Minnow,” Marty, and Two Games
Game 2
Winsted 6-Belle Plaine 4

This is the twenty-first in a series of
articles about baseball in Scott County by
Tom Melchior. The following items are
from his book, Belle Plaine Baseball
1884 to 1960.

Hall of Fame Players

Gene O’Brien, St. Thomas College

Fred Keup, Sr., circa 1920
Belle Plaine’s “Mr. Baseball,” stepped
on the diamond for the first time in the spring
of 1916. He also played during the 19181924, 1928-1934, and 1937-1941 seasons.
Fred recorded 214 hits in 816 at bats
for a .262 average. He handled 1910 put outs
and 50 assists while committing 62 errors
for a fielding average of .969.
In 1966 Fred Keup was named to the
Minnesota Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame.

Gene O’Brien played for and managed
the Belle Plaine team from 1947 to 1954.
O’Brien began his career at Cretin High
School in St. Paul and played college baseball for St. Thomas. He also played professional ball for Fargo-Moorhead, Norfolk,
Virginia, and Quincey, Illinois.
O’Brien’s career batting average as a
Tiger was .376. He had 328 hits in 874 at
bats. Among his hits were 59 doubles, six
triples and 61 home runs. O’Brien had 1719
put outs and 123 assists with 21 errors for a
lifetime fielding average of .989.
Gene O’Brien entered the Minnesota
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1994.
Two Big Games in 1947 and 1948
If Belle Plaine had a “golden age” before its extraordinary teams in the early
1990s, it would have been the six year span
from 1946 to 1952. In 1946 Belle Plaine
joined the Scott-Carver-Sibley League and
defeated Norwood to win the championship.
The 1947 team finished the season with
20 wins and four losses. They lost the regional playoff for the second straight year,
but at the end of the season they challenged
the barnstorming Minneapolis Millers from
the American Association (class AAA, one
step below the major leagues).

Game 1
Belle Plaine 3-Minneapolis Millers 0
Joe Hahn, 1923
Joe Hahn played for the Belle Plaine
town team when he was a high school sophomore. He played with the Tigers during the
1923-1925, 1928, 1930-1934, and 19361939 seasons. He played professional ball
for Marshalltown and Davenport, Iowa, in
the Mississippi Valley League. In 1933 Joe
played for the Shakopee Indians and hit .450.
Joe Hahn had 179 hits in 651 at bats for a
Belle Plaine career average of .275. He had
34 doubles, 16 triples, and five home runs.
Joe Hahn was inducted into the Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame in 1982.

Jerome “Omy” Hahn, 1938
In 1930 “Omy” Hahn led the Belle
Plaine Tigers with a season average of .477.
In 1933 he hit .446, and in 1937 he again led
the team with an average of .468. In 586 at
bats “Omy” belted 210 hits, including 31
doubles, 15 triples, and 21 home runs, an
extraordinary number since many of the
parks had no fences.
In his 11 seasons with the Tigers, “Omy”
had 433 put outs, 246 assists, and 45 errors
for a career fielding average of .938.
Jerome “Omy” Hahn followed his
brother Joe into the Hall of Fame in 1984.

Charles “Lefty” Johnson, Belle Plaine’s
hired pitcher and former Minneapolis Miller,
defeated Steve Gerkin, American Association pitcher of the year.
From the Belle Plaine Herald: “The
O’Brien brothers, Manager Gene and his
brother Bob, drove in all three Belle Plaine
runs. Bob caught one of Steve Gerkin’s fast
balls in the second inning and hit a terrific
line drive over the right field fence for the
first run. The next two runs came in the
fourth stanza. Minnow Meyer led off the inning with a sharp single down the third base
line and was sacrificed to second by Bob
O’Brien. Gene, not wanting to be outdone
by his younger brother picked on Gerkin’s
second pitch and hit it over the fence, scoring Meyer in front of him.”
Minneapolis
Genovese, cf
Trechock, ss
Barnacle, lf
Barna, 1b
Dannecker, 2b
Aragon, c
Meyer, 3b
Clark, rf
Gerkin, p

AB
4
3
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
33

H
0
0
0
0
1
1
2
1
0
5

PO
0
0
1
11
5
6
0
0
1
24

A
0
3
0
1
3
0
3
0
3
13

Belle Plaine
Erickson, Tex ss
Weldon, Red cf
Meyer, Minnow 2b
O’Brien, Bob lf
O’Brien, Gene c
O’Connell, Jack 1b
Mickus, rf
Schmitt, Norb rf
Westphal, Orv 3b
Donovan, Marty 1b
Jackson, rf

AB
4
4
4
2
3
3
2
0
1
2
3
28

H
0
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
5

PO
2
1
4
3
10
5
1
0
1
0
0
27

A
2
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
7

Mlps. Millers
Belle Plaine

000
010

000
200

000
000

0
3

SO-Johnson 10, Gerkin 5; BB byJohnson 4, Gerkin 1; LOB-BP 3, Millers 10;
Time-1:32.

In 1948 Belle Plaine won the Minnesota River League pennant and played
Winsted for the Class A (two hired players)
championship.
A crowd of 7,513 fans jammed Riverside Park in Shakopee for the championship
game. Fans stood in the outfield in front of
the fence, held back by a single rope. This
situation led to two of the most controversial umpire’s decisions in Belle Plaine baseball history.
First call: With Red Weldon on second,
Bill Boland sent the ball into the outfield
crowd. Winsted’s Romanchuck fell into the
crowd and claimed he caught the ball. Before the game the umpires had informed the
managers that any ball that went into the
crowd was a ground rule double. The rule
was not enforced.
Second call: Winsted’s right fielder was
given credit for an “exceptional” catch in the
crowd. Again the ground rule was ignored.
Belle Plaine players and fans claimed Keating
never did catch the ball, but the umpire’s
decision stood.
A few years later Red Weldon’s sister
was working at the Belle Plaine milk plant
and talked to a guy who said he was from
Winsted.
“Oh, we played them in the state tournament” said Red’s sister.
“Ya, I know,” said the man. “My name
is Keating. I was the right fielder who was
supposed to have caught the ball, but I never
caught it.”
Winsted
Seymour, lf
Romanchuck, cf
Keating, rf
Wallner, c
Lundeen, p
Norman, ss
Williamson, 2b
Wroge, 3b
Haase, 1b

AB
4
5
5
4
5
4
5
5
4
41

H
2
2
1
1
3
2
0
2
1
14

PO
0
1
1
16
0
1
0
0
8
27

A
0
0
0
0
1
0
3
2
0
6

Belle Plaine
Boland, Bill ss
Wettergren, Bill c
O’Brien, Jack lf
O’Brien, Bob 1b
O’Connell, Jack 3b
O’Brien, Gene cf, c
Meyer, Bob 2b
Johnson, Lefty p
Donovan, Marty p
Weldon, Red cf

AB
5
5
5
3
4
3
4
1
1
3
35

H
0
0
0
2
1
1
0
0
0
1
6

PO
2
10
4
4
1
2
3
0
0
2
27

A
2
0
0
0
2
1
0
0
0
0
5

Winsted
Belle Plaine

010
030

130
000

010
010

6
4

Errors-Boland, Norman, Lundeen,
Romanchuck; RBI-Romanchuck, Wallner,
Lundeen, Williamson, Johnson 2, G. O’Brien;
2B-Wroge, Weldon; Home run-G. O’Brien,
Wallner, Lundeen; LOB-Winsted 12, Belle
Plaine 8; SB-Johnson, G. O’Brien; BBLundeen 4, Johnson 1, Pederson 2, Donovan
1; SO-Johnson 6, Lundeen 16, Pederson 3,
Donovan 1; Attendance 7,513. T-2:10

Home Grown and Two of the Best
Marty Donovan
In 1946 and 1947 Marty Donovan’s left
arm helped the Belle Plaine Tigers win two
Scott-Carver-Sibley league championships.
In 1948 the Tigers were state runners-up.

Marty, 1942, Belle PlaineHigh School

In 1946 Marty completed his submarine
duty in World War II and joined the Belle
Plaine Tigers. He and his ragtag teammates
defeated Norwood to win the league playoffs.
“We didn’t even have uniforms,” said
infielder Fran Huber. “ We wore jeans and
old tee-shirts.”
“When we won the championship, they
weren’t going to let us play in the regional
tournament,” said outfielder “Red” Weldon,
“so we had to borrow uniforms from Jordan
and other teams.”
Belle Plaine’s success in 1946 rode on
Donovan’s pitching. “He had good control
and a good curve ball,” said Weldon.
Donovan pitched 108 innings, gave up
48 runs, walked 45, and struck out 136 batters, winning eight and losing six. In 1947
he pitched 89 innings, gave up 40 runs,
walked 41, and struck out 110 batters, winning nine and losing two. In 1948 Marty won
six and lost five. He pitched 90 innings, giving up 58 hits and 43 runs. He walked 37
and struck out 82.
On June 13, 1946 Donovan threw a nohit, 1-0, shutout against Norwood. He repeated the no-hitter feat on July 15, 1948,

when he pitched a 2-0 no-hit shutout
against Waconia.
Marty Donovan had a career batting
average of .354 with 81 hits in 229 at bats.
In 1946 he had 32 hits in 69 at bats for a
.464 average.

Robert “Minnow” Meyer, 1948
On May 15, 1941, teenager Bob “Minnow” Meyer appeared in Belle Plaine lineup
for the first time, rapping a single to left as a
pinch hitter. Meyer returned to the lineup in
1946. Minnow played for ten more seasons,
missing only 1947 and 1954.
“Minnow” had 942 at bats, more than
any other Belle Plaine player. He had 220
hits for an average of .234. Unfortunately
no statistics are available for walks and stolen bases. “Minnow” was threat to steal every time he reached base. His most wellknow steal was a theft of home in the 10th
inning against Fulda to tie the score in the
1952 state tournament.
“Minnow” pitched 392 innings for the
Tigers, winning 23 and losing 13. He gave
up 225 runs, 328 hits, walked 179, and struck
out 249 batters. Few batters “dug in” against
“Minnow.” Right-handed hitters “hung
loose” against his wicked sidearm fastballs
and slicing curves.

Belle Plaine Baseball 18841960 includes game summaries
and box scores from games against
rivals Jordan, New Prague,
Shakopee, and other teams. The
book includes game summaries,
box scores and statistics of the
1991 Class C Runners-up and the
1994 Class C champions. It can be
purchased for $22 at the Stans
Museum in Shakopee and the
Belle Plaine Chamber of Commerce or by mail for $25 from Tom
Melchior at 1901 125th St. W.,
Shakopee, MN 5379.
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Scott County will “Get Green” on Sept. 20
Over 300 youth in Scott County already know what
Green means. Green means “4-H” to the 170 families
meeting friends, learning, and leading in Scott County
4-H.
On Monday, September 20, the rest of Scott
County will be invited to Get Green at open houses
held in every community as part of a statewide 4-H
recruitment effort.
Last year, Get Green! See Your Potential events
were held in seven metro counties to attract more suburban youth to 4-H. Due to the success of these events,
the recruitment night is taking place across Minnesota
this fall.
“We want to make sure [Minnesota families] know
that 4-H is not just for rural families,” said Dorothy
McCargo Freeman, Minnesota State 4-H Youth Development Program Leader.
“4-H includes short-term adventures for youth of
all ages. There are also clubs in many urban areas.
Projects like photography and creative arts are very
popular.”
On September 20, youth and their families can visit
a neighborhood site, speak with members and nonmembers, and learn about what 4-H has to offer (including projects, community involvement, and youth
leadership programs).

Prior Lake High School - Fall Community Fest
6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
7575 W 150th St., Savage, MN 55378
(952) 440-2930
Prior Lake Library, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
16210 Eagle Creek Ave. SE, Prior Lake, MN 55372
(952) 447-3375

Scott County Get Green…See Your Potential open
house sites include:
Belle Plaine Library, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
125 W Main Street, Belle Plaine, MN 56011
(952) 873-6767
New Market Community Room (Tentative)
New Prague Library, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
400 Main Street East, New Prague, MN 56071
(952) 758-2391

Savage Library, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
13090 Alabama Ave, Savage, MN 55378
(952) 707-1770
Scott County Extension and Conservation Center
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
7151 190th Street W, Suite 100, Jordan, MN 55352
(952) 492-5410
Shakopee Library, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
235 Lewis St. S., Shakopee, MN 55379
(952) 233-3851
For more information about Get Green: See Your
Potential, call the Scott County office of the University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5410.

4-H Adventures: What we did on our summer vacation
Minnesota Extension employees. Watch for advertisements next year for this annual event!

Youth learn to paint
On Thursday, June 17, sixteen young painters created their own landscapes, learning to paint clouds,
trees, rivers, and rocks in just three hours at a Scott
County 4-H painting workshop.
Joe Piatt, nationally known art instructor with Let’s
Paint Run-A-Ways, helped the youth follow the 4-H
motto, “Learning by Doing.” He demonstrated techniques for each step, then sent the students back to
their canvases to paint.
Piatt provided all the supplies. Youth brought only
their willingness to learn to paint and left with finished paintings at the end of the workshop.
This 4-H adventure took place at the Scott County
Extension and Conservation Center in Jordan.

More than 200 camp at Lake
Washington through 4-H
The week of June 14-18 was a week of good
weather and camping for more than 200 youth and
some adults who made the annual 4-H camp a starting
point of their summers. Twenty-eight youth from Scott
County participated in every aspect of the camp program.
Eighteen Scott County youth in grades 3-6 attended
the three-day youth camp session filled with swimming, canoeing, campfires, games, and songs. Interest sessions focused on making crafts such as rain
sticks, learning about water pollution, animal tracks,
hides and antlers, and learning how to cook over a
campfire.
Seven Scott County teens joined the three-day teen
camp that included many of the same activities, as well
as a dance, “Fear Factor”-style Olympics, and a community service project. A total of four youth counselors also from Scott County provided strong youth leadership for the week.
This week of camp was hosted by the 4-H Camping Association, a cooperative group of University of

Joe Piatt demonstrates how to load paint on a
brush to create a sky blue color to (from left) Hallie
O’Neill, Christina Wheeler, Erica Selly, and Lydia
Houle.

Bugs and Creatures at
Cloverbud Day
From a visit by older 4-H entomology experts to a
snack that depicted the four stages of a bug’s life on
graham crackers, Cloverbud Day centered on bugs.
On June 29, a group of enthusiastic young 4-Hers
and their friends gathered at Lagoon Park in Jordan
for a fun-filled day of activities. Fifty-nine participants came from all over the county to learn and play.

Participants of the “Let’s Paint” group included:
(back row) Jackie Murphy, Ashley Murphy, Sammy
Will, Katie Worm, Aaron Althoff, Laura Althoff,
Jinniece Kalal, (middle row) Erica Selly, Molly
O’Neill, (kneeling) Nick Hunstad, Alexandra
Brooks, Lydia Houle, Chelsi Pauly, Emma Beatrez,
Christina Wheeler, and Hallie O’Neill.

Thanks, 4-H Livestock Auction Buyers!
Scott County 4-H would like to thank
the buyers who supported our 4-H
members in the 2004 4-H Livestock
Auction at the Scott County Fair. With
your support, the members will be
able to improve their projects and
continue their development as future
leaders through the 4-H program. The
funds also help with educational
programming in all areas of 4-H.

Bailey Fries, Prior Lake, and Ben Althoff, Jordan,
decorate pop-up cards at Cloverbud Day.

Attention Property
Taxpayers
The second half of your property taxes are due
on Oct. 15, 2004 — the following options will be
available for payment of taxes:
• You may pay in person at Customer Service (located in the Government Center) during
the following hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 8
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• You may mail your taxes. If mailed, they
must be postmarked on or before Oct. 15, 2004.
• You may drop off your payment at the
drop box in front of Customer Service during
business hours, or at the drop box located at the
back (south) entrance to the Government Center
from Oct. 1, 2004 through Oct. 15, 2004.
• There are also payment drop boxes
available at all Scott County libraries from Oct.
8, 2004 to Oct. 15, 2004 – please check with your
area Library for their hours of operation.
• Curbside drop off available at the Government Center on Oct. 15, 2004 from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the front (north side) parking lot at
the Government Center.

