The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Helping those in need
Project Community Connect to provide
services at one-day event November 23

Senior Expo planned
Entertainment at the Oct. 22 Senior
Expo will include a naturalist’s
presentation on bald eagles.
Page 4

Medical and dental care, legal assistance, housing information, veterans services, education and employment information, and even haircuts
will be available during the ScottCarver Project Community Connect
Nov. 23 at Canterbury Park in Shakopee. The event is being planned to
assist residents in
Scott and Carver
counties who are
homeless or at
risk of homelessness, those who
are having difficulty meeting basic needs, and others who are seeking employment. They are single
adults, families, and children.
In a study done in March 2009

by Heading Home Scott-Carver,
1,022 people (adults, youth, and
children) reported experiencing
homelessness in Scott and Carver
Counties. This number increases every day as our neighbors struggle
with economic challenges.
What is Project
Community Connect?
Project Community Connect is
a one-day, “one-stop shop” event to
provide information and resources to
individuals in need.
One of the many things that
makes Project Community Connect
unique is its ability to bring together
a variety of resources from local
governmental agencies, non-profit
PROJECT CONNECT to page 6

Haircuts, medical and dental care,
employment
and
housing
assistance, and many other
services will be offered free to
those in need during the Project
Community Connect event on Nov.
23 at Canterbury Park.

Absentee voting underway for Nov. 2 election
CAP welcomes new director
Carolina Bradpiece takes over the
helm as CAP celebrates its 45th year.
Page 11

Check it out!
The Scott County Historical Society’s
newest exhibit “Heroes Among Us:
Scott County World War II Veterans”
is based on oral histories from
local veterans.
Page 15

date, and address, the service
will quickly let you know if
you are registered, the date of
the next election, and the location of your polling place.
If you are not registered, links
are provided to assist you in
registering.
Locate your polling location… unsure of where you go to vote? It is very
important that you vote at the polling location based on
your address of residence. This ensures that you will
receive the correct ballot for the districts that represent
you. To locate your correct voting location, please visit
http://pollfinder.sos. state.mn.us.
Applications and information can be obtained from
the County website at www.co.scott.mn.us or by calling (952) 496-8560 or (952) 496-8140.

Jordan couple cares for land, water;
practices “human scale” farming
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Absentee voting… began Sept. 17 and will run
through Nov. 1, 2010. If you will be unable to vote at
your voting location on Nov. 2, you may apply for an
absentee ballot by mail or in person at Scott County
Customer Service/Elections, 200 4th Ave West - Room
GC102, Shakopee Minnesota, 55379.
Register to vote… you don’t need to wait in line
on Election Day; register now by completing a voter
registration application. If you are currently registered
to vote, you do not need to register again unless you
have moved to a different address, changed your name,
or have not voted at least once within the last four years.
Pre-registration closes 20 days before each election.
Check if you are a registered voter… this is a
new online service provided by the Secretary of State’s
Office at www.sos.state.mn.us. Select “Elections &
Voting,” and then under “Voter Information” is the link
“Am I Registered to Vote?” By entering your name, birth

Geis Lake in Sand Creek Township is well protected. Joe and Terrie
Adams are taking care of that. In
fact, they’ve installed conservation
practices all around it on their property east of Jordan and south of Shakopee. The couple operates
Marshwatch Farms, a Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) cooperative with almost 50 members…
and a waiting list of dozens more.
The CSA provides weekly delivery
of sustainably grown produce and
fruit to consumers from mid-June
through October. (Membership fees
help pay for seed and planting costs.)
In addition to the acres of organically grown fruit, vegetables, and
herbs, the couple has restored a native prairie and planted filter strips
with grasses and wildflowers. This
past year, the couple also installed a
living snow fence next to Highway
282 — one of the state’s high priority areas — to subdue the snow drift-

Joe and Terrie Adams

ing action for passing motorists. The
planting of cedars, dogwood, and
honeysuckle on CRP (Conservation
Reserve Program) acreage was made

possible through a partnership between the Minnesota Department of
Transportation, Farm Service
Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District in Jordan.
Most recently, Joe and Terrie also
began construction of a seasonal high
tunnel under the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).
This practice will be used at
Marshwatch Farms to create more
favorable growing conditions and
extend the crop growing seasons. Resembling a rounded green house, this
structure has been shown to improve
plant, soil, and water quality. (For
more information on the seasonal
high tunnel practice, contact the
NRCS office at (952) 492-5425.)
“We’re big into preserving our
land,” Joe explained. “By raising organic crops with no synthetic fertilMARSHWATCH FARMS to back page
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Autumn provides time for reflection, renewal
If asked what is the best day of the year, many people might say Christmas,
perhaps Thanksgiving, and kids might say it’s the last day of school. From my
perspective, it is the first day of autumn. Generally
speaking, it’s the day when we can shut the air conditioner down for the season and open up the windows. The summer heat is over, school is in session, and the trees begin the process of turning their
most brilliant colors. The cool, crisp air… the heady
scents of burning leaves mixed with the harvest as
the combines begin working the fields… it overwhelms the senses.
Like spring, autumn means glorious colors; but rather than the electric greens
and whites of a new growing season, fall brings scarlet and crimson, orange and
saffron, purple and the pure forest green of the fir trees. Bodies feel alive without
the heat and humidity sapping their energy, and it is the time of year where we
prepare to give thanks, celebrate, and begin anew. From the costumes and pranks
of Halloween to the special meaning of Veteran’s Day, from the noisy family gatherings that make up Thanksgiving to the onslaught of pre-winter holiday preparation, fall is a time to rejoice and take stock of all we have and who we are.
For many of us, autumn is both a time of ending and renewal. It’s a time to
take a good look at ourselves, our lives, and our environment, and acknowledge
our blessings while planning for the coming year. My wife and I have had the
great fortune to be able to travel through every part of the United States and to
many other countries. While we have seen many marvelous places throughout our
travels, we have found none that can surpass the richness of Minnesota, the Twin
Cities area, and — in particular — Scott County.
Admittedly, the difficult economic times of the last several years and the prospects for a slow recovery can make can make it difficult to appreciate all we have
or the richness of our surroundings. However, worry is always a losing proposition. As I often say to my friends, “It is what it is, and worrying won’t make it
better.” As Ryan Calhoun’s song “Who Are We” says, take these days one by one.
Moreover, the notion that simply having more “stuff” will bring happiness is essentially flawed: A study, conducted by Texas Tech University psychologist Jeff
Larsen and Amie McKibban of Wichita State University, found that a more nuanced approach to life was better. Simply stated, individuals who appreciate what
they have tend to be happier than others. Their research suggests one key to achieving greater happiness is to appreciate what we already have.
So I encourage you to sit back, have a cup of hot chocolate or apple cider, and
take stock of this wonderful place we call home. Our autumn blessings lay in the
safety and health of our communities… the beauty and cleanliness of our environment… and the warmth of our family and friends.

Public Safety Training Facility
offers public open shooting
100-yard and 200-yard rifle and shotgun slug range
Thursday, October 21, 5 – 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 23, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Thursday, October 28, 5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 30, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Facility,
17706 Valley View Drive, Jordan
(952) 496-8948
• Hearing and eye protection required at all times.
• Time will be allocated for the 100-yard and 200 yard target placement.
• Only cased legal firearms are allowed on the SCALE Training Facility
property.
• Shooting lanes may be rented by people who are 18 years of age or older.
• Shooters between the ages of 12 and 17 may shoot when accompanied by
a guardian or parent that has rented lane time.
• Range Rules and Policies will be posted and will be available on-site the
day of open shooting.
• $15 user fee per shooter/per gun per 20 minute shoot period.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions
or a suggestion for a future topic.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
October 12
October 19
October 26

County Board meetings through December 2010
—
County Board meeting
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting

November 2
November 9
November 16
November 23
November 30

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
2011 County Board Planning Workshop
no meeting
County Board meeting

December 7
December 14
December 21
December 28

—
—
—
—

no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for another term.
All Hazards Committee (2 vacancies). There are two at-large vacancies on
this committee. The All Hazard Committee was formed after the events of September 11, 2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout
Scott County together to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster incidents and events. The identified goals of the committee are that all stakeholders will understand the roles, responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of
each and all response agencies; to reduce unnecessary duplication of services; and
identify missing service gaps. The Committee meets on the third Thursday of every other month from 3-4:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (5 vacancies).
There are five vacancies on this commission, one in each Commissioner District.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on
amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and
plans for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven
townships). The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings and makes decisions
on variance requests. These Boards meet the second Monday of each month at
6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one at-large vacancy on this Board. This Board is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections
staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There
are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board
members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three
terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a
vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 1. The mission of the CDA is to
strengthen the communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and moderate income families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination of public and private resources. The CDA meets
the second Tuesday of each month.
Community Health Advisory Committee (4 vacancies). There are currently
four at-large vacancies on this Committee. This is a subcommittee of the Human
Services Resource Council. The Committee helps with planning and community
integration of public health services and makes policy and budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets four times per year.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy on this
committee in Commissioner District 1. In partnership with the University of
Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality
of life and to enhance the economy and environment through education, applied
research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets
four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5 p.m.)
COMMITTEE VACANCIES continue on next page
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Schwinglers named Outstanding Conservationists of the Year
Jim and Emery Schwingler, who farm in St.
Lawrence Township near Jordan, have been named
2010 Scott SWCD Outstanding Conservationists of the
Year. Chosen because of their involvement with and
support of numerous District programs, they will represent Scott SWCD at the Minnesota Association of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD)
Convention in December.
The two discovered first-hand what a torrential rain
can do to cropland. In July, they watched as four inches
of rain fell in less than two hours – washing out cornfields all around them. On their own farm? No permanent damage. The difference was a grass-covered
swale between their cornfields (called a grassed waterway) and a grade stabilization structure.
Prior to installing the waterway, the downpour
would have eroded their fields and caused significant
erosion in a nearby ravine. The cornfields were spared
because the conservation practices performed as they
were designed: The structure filled with five feet of
water during the downpour, yet the flow of rain was
slowed dramatically with a properly placed outlet pipe
system that conveyed the water safely to an intermittent stream. Thankful they had installed the waterway,
the Schwinglers watched as rotted timbers up to nine
feet in length and other large debris lumbered through
the temporarily raging water in the waterway. With
water more than a foot high in their cornfields, they
then watched as the water receded quickly, with the
corn crop surviving the unusually high rainfall episode.
“When people say these projects don’t work or that
they are a waste of money, I can definitely tell them
differently,” Jim noted.
This father and son team has farmed together for
many years. Emery now lives in Shakopee, and Jim
— a Supervisor on the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District Board — lives just outside of Jordan. They
believe in land conservation, the preservation of water
resources, and the protection of wildlife habitat near

Named Scott SWCD Outstanding Conservationists
of the Year, Emery Schwingler (left) and his son,
Jim, stand in the grassed waterway on their farm
that saved their cornfields from flooding during a
recent storm that dumped four inches of rain in
less than two hours.

their farm. In fact, both agree they’d rather shoot the
wildlife visiting their property “with a camera” than
hunt them with a gun. Their food plots and tree cover
create a welcoming habitat for all wildlife, from the
smallest birds to deer and wild turkeys.
Three generations of the Schwingler family have
worked with the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District through the years, all believing in their roles
as caretakers of the land. In the Civilian Conservation

Corps era of the late 1930s, Jim’s grandfather installed
contours on a farm spanning over 190 acres… a man
ahead of his time and focused on the future. Since that
time, the Schwinglers — who now farm 52 acres in St.
Lawrence Township — have carried on that philosophy with grassed waterways, diversions, water and
sediment control basins, grade stabilizations, and rock
inlets installed to protect the land from soil erosion
and water damage. Jim remembers that prior to the
conservation projects, the water in the creek resembled
“chocolate milk” during certain times of the year.
The two enjoy being outdoors, building walking
bridges over the creek, constructing bluebird houses,
and traversing the nature trails that course through the
backyard of the Schwingler property. They support the
habitat seed distribution program and add more acreage to their wildlife food plot areas each year. The
Schwinglers have worked technically and financially
with Scott County Pheasants Forever, the Farm Service Agency, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Scott Watershed Management Organization,
and Scott Soil and Water Conservation District. For
hobbies, the two recently restored an antique tractor
together, and Emery enjoys woodworking.
“Keeping our water clean, conserving our resources, keeping our soil from washing away – it’s
really about investing in the future,” Jim summed up.
“Whether you have a lot of acres or just a small piece
of land, you can make a difference. You don’t have to
have thousands of acres to do a project.” To say the
Schwinglers are pleased with their projects would be
an understatement; today, when the storm clouds gather
and heavy rain is in the forecast, they know they’ve
done what they could to help their land withstand these
elements.
For more information on grassed waterways and
other conservation projects, contact the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District in Jordan at (952) 4925425 or visit www.scottswcd.org.

Money still available for water quality improvement projects
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO) together offer a joint cost share
and incentive program for water quality improvement projects for residents
who live within the WMO. Over 20 different water quality practices are eligible,

such as wetland restoration, filter strips,
native plantings, and grade
stabilizations. With the addition of a
Federal 319 grant, the WMO has additional money this year for practices.
Scott County, cities, townships, associations, improvement districts, and

Committee vacancies
Human Services Resource Council (7 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are seven vacancies on the council, with vacancies in each of the Commissioner Districts. Members
serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three
terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations
concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives
to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large
input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and
consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There
are currently two openings on this board, one each in
Commissioner Districts 4 and 5. The Library Board
of Advisors consists of one representative from each
Commissioner District. Members serve three-year
terms, and are eligible to serve three consecutive terms.
The Board participates in the formation of the Library
Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources
on library services that meet the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and guides
the creation of a budget that reflects identified customer needs. The board recommends operating policies for the public library system and, by statute, is
responsible for the content of the library collection.
The board currently meets on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 5:30 p.m. Each year, one meeting is

others — including individual land owners — can submit applications for
projects and cost share funds. To be eligible, for the Scott WMO program the
land must be within the Scott WMO
boundary. However, both the Prior Lake
area and the Vermillion River areas have
similar programs and interested residents

are encouraged to contact the SWCD
about those programs.
Interested parties and organizations
with potential projects can contact the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or the
Scott WMO at (952) 496-8475 for additional information and application
materials.
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held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott
County Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration.
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (4 vacancies). Currently, there are four at-large vacancies
on this council. The Mental Health Local Advisory
Council is a subcommittee of the Human Services
Resource Council. Anyone with an interest in mental
health services may apply. Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults
who received mental health services as children or
adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority population are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (4 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council.
Currently, there are four vacancies on this Committee
representing the business community and families of
clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and
represents the individuals served by the program, the
employers, applicable professions, and the community at large. The Committee meets four times per year
on Monday evenings.
Parks Advisory Commission (3 vacancies).
Currently, there are three vacancies on this Committee, one each in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3 and
one at-large position. The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected officials in the area of parks,
trails, and open space planning and implementation.
Members advise the County Board on program priori-

ties and planning for parks, trails, and open space, and
review and recommend proposed annual workplans
and budgets. Commission members represent the citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community
ambassadors. The Parks Advisory Commission typically meets the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00
p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO) Watershed Planning Commission (1 vacancy). There is one at-large position vacancy on this
commission. All members must reside within the Scott
WMO boundaries. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program goals and
projects. The commission consists of seven members
representing specific watershed areas.
Commissioner Districts:
· District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence,
Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County.
· District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko
New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
· District 3 – The City of Shakopee, precincts
1-6, 8, and 10.
· District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and City
of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
· District 5 – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Suicide attempts and drug use:
The hidden threat to our youth
Recently, a Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) report was released regarding drug-related treatment in emergency departments. The DAWN report is
published by the Office of Applied Studies, Substance Abuse, and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA).
The report was on Emergency Department Visits for Drug-related Suicide Attempts by Adolescents: 2008 (May 13, 2010). Statistically, there are about 1,000
completed suicides a year among adolescents 12 to 17 years of age. Suicide is a
major public health concern, and ranks as the third leading cause of death among
adolescents. These are tragic events that leave a lifelong impact on family, friends,
neighbors, colleagues, and communities. The report identifies some astounding
facts:
 During 2008, nearly one tenth (8.8 percent) of drug-related emergency
department (ED) visits made by adolescents aged 12 to 17 involved suicide attempts.
 Almost three of every four (72.3 percent) ED visits for drug-related suicide attempts among adolescents were made by females.
 Pharmaceuticals were involved in 95.4 percent of drug-related suicide attempts among adolescents (some of the pharmaceuticals involved alcohol, sometimes alcohol combined with other drugs — 11.4 percent; illicit drugs — 8.8 percent; anti-anxiety drugs — 26.2 percent; antidepressants — 23 percent; narcotic
painkillers — 5.1 percent; and, attention-deficit stimulants — 1.5 percent).
 More than three fourths (77.0 percent) of the ED visits for drug-related
suicide attempts among adolescents ended with evidence of follow-up care.
The 2007 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System indicated that 14.5 percent
of all high school students (grades 9 through 12) seriously considered attempting
suicide in the past year, 11.3 percent made a suicide plan, 6.9 percent had attempted suicide, and 2 percent had their suicide attempt treated by a doctor or
nurse. (Full report available at http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm)
In comparison, the 2007 Scott County Minnesota Student Survey indicated
that students who thought about killing themselves represented 11 percent of 9th
grade males and 9 percent of 9th grade females; and 11 percent of 12th grade males
and 16 percent of 12th grade females. When asked how many ever tried killing
themselves, the survey indicated: 4 percent of 9th grade males and 4 percent of 9th
grade females; 3 percent of 12th grade males and 6 percent of 12th grade females.
As a serious public health issue, the Scott County Meth Task Force is promoting education around the impact of not only methamphetamines, but other gateway drugs such as alcohol, cocaine, and marijuana on our youth in Scott County.
Recently, with the increase of the misuse of pharmaceuticals among our adolescents, the Meth Task Force is developing education for parents around medications stored that adolescents may have access to and the potential consequences.
SAMHSA is recommending consideration of three intervention opportunities:

 First, a greater proportion of the ED visits for drug-related suicide attempts were made by adolescent females than males, and the types of drugs involved in the visits varied by gender. Therefore, it may be important to consider
these gender differences in managing crises, developing and using brief interventions, and planning aftercare.
 Second, an ED visit for a suicide attempt is an opportunity to intervene
with the parents/caretakers to educate them about the importance of monitoring
the medicines to which the child has access.
 Third, in the findings of the DAWN report, the ED follow-up visits entailing less dangerous drugs (e.g., ibuprofen products) received less follow-up than
visits involving prescription drugs such as antidepressants. This may indicate a
need to promote awareness among ED professionals and to develop more therapeutic interventions.
To access further information on this and other related subjects, go to http://
oas.samhsa.gov.

Payment options available for
second half property taxes
Second half property taxes are due
Oct. 15 and agricultural property taxes
are due Nov. 15. Scott County has several tax payment options for your convenience.
Payments can be made at Customer Service (Scott County Government Center) on Mondays and Thursdays, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
You can drive up to the designated
tent area near the entry of the Government Center on Friday, Oct. 15 and not
even leave your car. Staff will be available from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to take
your property tax payment.
Tax payment drop-off boxes are lo-

cated…

 Inside the Government Center
in front of Customer Service and near
the front receptionist desk.
 Outside the entry of the Government Center near the postal mailbox
Oct. 1- Oct. 15.
 At all Scott County libraries
from Oct. 8 - Oct. 15. (Please check local libraries for hours)
Direct payment — You can also
have your property taxes automatically
deducted from your checking or savings
account on the due dates that are shown
on your tax payment stubs. For more
information on direct deposit, please call
(952) 496-8153.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Clinic to
visit local communities
Scott County Public Health identified a need for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved.
Through an exciting, unique partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community, Scott County Public
Health has started to provide adult and
child health screening, preventative
health care, health information and assistance with connecting to ongoing
health care and other local resources.
The services are provided with the use
of the Mobile Health Clinic, owned by
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. This partnership enables
services to be brought directly to those
in need by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
The October Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
Thursday, October 14, at the Scott
County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension)
— 7151 190th St W, Suite 100, Jordan
Thursday, October 28, at the Savage Public Library — 13090 Alabama
Ave, Savage

The November Mobile Health
Clinics will be held:
Thursday, November 4, at the Russian Evangelical Baptist Church — 1205
10th Ave, Shakopee
Thursday, November 18, at the Scott
County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension)
— 7151 190th St W, Suite 100, Jordan
Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott
County
website
at
www.co.scott.mn.us.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County. For more information on
mobile health clinics, please contact
Scott County Public Health at (952) 4968555 or visit the Scott County website.

Scott County Senior Expo
set for Oct. 22 in Shakopee
Senior citizens are invited to join
with friends, family, and other Scott
County area seniors for a day of exhibits, speakers, entertainment, prizes, food,
and fun! The 2010 Scott County Senior Expo is scheduled for Friday,
October 22, at Shakopee High School
(100 17th Ave. West) from 8 a.m. to
1:15 p.m.
Check-in (complete with continental breakfast and beverages) will be from
8 to 8:45 a.m. After breakfast, the first
two speakers will present a segment on
healthy eating and healthy living. Gloria
Wolf from the University of Minnesota
Extension will talk about shopping and
cooking for one to two with pizzazz. She
will be suggesting ways to “spice up”
cooking using smaller portions. After
that, Ed Barron, LTP, Director of Rehabilitation at St. Gertrude’s Health and
Rehabilitation in Shakopee, will discuss
helpful hints about maintaining good
balance and preventing falls.
Beginning at 9:45 a.m., Expo participants are invited to spend some time
familiarizing themselves with an array
of exhibits and service providers on hand
to share information about their specialties and services.
At 11:15, Stan Tekiela will lead a
presentation on majestic eagles. Tekiela
— a naturalist, wildlife photographer,
and writer — is the originator of statespecific field guides, such as the “Birds
of Minnesota Field Guide.” Over the
past twenty years, Tekiela has authored
more than 100 field guides, nature appreciation books, and wildlife audio CDs

for nearly every
state in the nation. He also is
a newspaper
columnist and
radio personality. Following
this presentation, seniors will
A naturalist will be served a
provide a present- lunch at 12:15.
ation on eagles at During
the
the Senior Expo.
lunch hour, there
will be prize
drawings as well as musical entertainment.
New this year will be three musicians from Opus Ensembles in the Twin
Cities, who will entertain during the
meal. They will stroll from table to table,
and Expo participants will be invited to
“stump the band” by suggesting songs
for them to play.
The Senior Expo is designed to be
both informative and entertaining, highlighting various services of interest to
older adults in the Scott County area.
Transportation is available through
SmartLink transit by calling (952) 4968341.
Registration forms are available at
the Shakopee Community Center (1255
Fuller Street in Shakopee), Scott County
senior dining sites, or by contacting Brad
Eller at (952) 233-9507 or
beller@ci.shakopee.mn.us. The registration fee is $10, which includes the
continental breakfast and lunch; deadline to register is October 18.

Public Works Information
Call 952-496-8346
•
•
•
•

For Construction Updates
To Report Potholes
To Report Signal Issues
To Report Dead Animals

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Witnessing abuse leads to
abuse: Break the cycle
Witnessing violence between parents or caretakers is scary for everyone,
but it is also the strongest risk factor of
transmitting violence from one generation to the next. According to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse their
partners and children as adults. Violence
is often a learned behavior... learned
through families, observation, experiences, cultures, schools, and peer groups.
As such, it’s everyone’s responsibility to
teach our young people about domestic
violence — and how to prevent it.
The most sensible place to start
teaching our children is in the home. A
good starting point would be to adopt
the following family rules:
1. No name calling, put-downs,
or other messages that tell family
members they are not good enough.
Each person has strengths of his or her
own. Identify them and build on them.
Give each family member a reason to
feel important.
2. No using threats of violence as
a way to make others do what you
want them to do. Negotiate and work
out problems together. Look at alternative solutions and compromises. Make
it your goal to defeat the problem, not
the person.
3. No making fun of people who
are different from you. Learn about
your family’s history, culture, or race —

CH 8 - Camber Avenue to Union
Pacific Railroad
The existing bridge over Sand Creek
will be torn down and replaced. SM
Hentges and Sons, Inc. has been awarded
the project and started work in early July.
This section of roadway will be detoured
until the bridge is completed and reopened in late November.
CH 12 – Walnut Street to 500’ east
of the Spring Lake Regional Park
parking lot
CH 12 is being upgraded to an urban section with bituminous surfacing,
concrete curb and gutter, concrete walk
on the south side, bituminous walk on
the north side, storm sewer installation,
and replacement of the deficient bridge
(box culvert) over the stream that connects Spring Lake with Prior Lake. Construction also includes sanitary sewer
and watermain work for the City of Prior
Lake and private utility’s are replacing
and upgrading their services. This
project was awarded to Chard Tiling and
Excavating, Inc. and construction started
in late April.
The contractor has finished utilities
(storm, sewer, and water) and paved be-

By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Above ground storage tanks regulated

NO HITTING! EVER.
and celebrate them. Also learn about and
respect the cultures of others.
4. No hitting. Ever. Adults as well
as children should follow this rule — use
alternatives to spanking. Try using nonviolent strategies, such as time outs.
Ultimately, parents should model the
kind of behavior that is sought in their
children. Consider what attributes you
would like your children to have as an
adult, and demonstrate those attributes
every day. Be sure to spend time together, and never stop getting to know
your children. Most importantly, if you
grew up in home where violence was
common, make it your mission to break
the cycle of violence.
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women encourages you to consider
what you can start doing to prevent domestic violence during the month of
October and throughout the year. For
more information on how to be a violence-free family, please call (952) 8734214.

2010 road construction update
The 2010 road construction season
is still going strong — this summer saw
new surfaces (overlays) on the following County Highways (CH):
• CH 8 from Trunk Highway
(TH) 21 to CH 15 in Helena and Sand
Creek Townships;
• CH 23 from CH 8 to 0.1 mile
south of Village Lake Drive in Spring
Lake Township and the City of Prior
Lake;
• CH 42 from 0.1 mile west of
CH 27 to Glendale Road/Joppa Avenue
in the City of Savage; and
• CH 64 from CH 15 to CH 89
in Helena Township.

EmergenSCENE

tween the west end and Northwood Road
and also between Walnut Ave. and Sunset Trail. Work continues between
Northwood Road and Sunset Trail. The
entire roadway will be paved and open
to traffic by late November. Final
completion is scheduled for July 2011.
CH 21 – CH 42 to Southbridge
Parkway
This project — which had been in
the planning stage for many years — was
started late last fall. This section of CH
21 is being constructed on entirely new
alignment. The work includes grading,
curb and gutter, storm sewer, sanitary
sewer, watermain, and bridge construction (box culverts). A first for Scott
County will be concrete paving of the
roadway. This project will have a bus
only ramp constructed off of Stagecoach
Road for quick access onto TH 169 for
BlueXpress buses. A Transit Station
(Park &Ride) will be constructed at the
intersection of CR 21 and CR 16. The
prime contractor is Enebak Construction
Company. The projected opening of the
roadway will be summer of 2011 (with
a final completion date in 2012). The
contractor is finishing the grade to be
able to do the concrete paving early next
summer, and is currently working on the
CH 42 intersection and installing the
gravel base along the entire project.
CH 86 – CH 23 to CH 27
CH 86 is a two-lane rural roadway
that when completed will have two 12’
driving lanes with 8’ paved shoulders.
Other work included with the reconstruction is a roundabout at the intersection
of TH 19, CH 86, and CH 23, the replacement of two bridges and realignment of intersections with Rice County.
Friedges Contracting, LLC is the prime
contractor. CH 86 was opened to traffic
in September; the last lift of blacktop
will be installed mid- October or May.

Scott County is fortunate to have a diversity of amenities — both urban and
rural – such as restaurants, many retail options, and various types of recreational
and business venues. As I have mentioned before, we are also fortunate to have
some great first responders in our fire, law enforcement, and EMS community.
One type of incident that can cause a great deal of problems for residents and
responders involves a leak of a hazardous substance or chemical from one of our
many Aboveground Storage Tanks (or AST). These types of tanks serve a necessary function in a variety of businesses and — with proper planning, good maintenance, and careful use — will cause very few problems. More information can be
found by going to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) website at
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/. Extensive information regarding tanks, notification
forms, and regulations is available at this site. For AST assistance click on “Waste,”
then “Waste and Cleanup,” then “Waste Management,” then “Tank Compliance”
(or call 651-296-6300 and ask for assistance with AST compliance).
Storage tanks in Minnesota, both above and below ground, are regulated by
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). Regulations for these tanks
differ depending on size; this article will deal with the smaller storage tanks, from
500 to 1,100 gallons. An AST is defined in Minnesota law as “…a container, vessel, or enclosure designed to contain substances and is constructed of materials
such as concrete, steel, plastic, or fiberglass reinforced plastic, provides structural
support, and is located aboveground. A tank includes bladders, rail cars, and trucks.”
The MPCA must be notified about all ASTs within 30 days of installation or
change in tank status by completing and submitting an “AST Notification Form”
to the MPCA. This form can be found on the website or by calling (651) 2966300. MPCA considers the smallest AST requiring registration to be a tank that is
500 gallons or greater in capacity.
Some of the tanks excluded from registration include:

• Farm or residential tanks that are 1,100 gallons or
•
•
•
•

less storing motor fuel used for non-commercial use;
Heating oil tanks that are 1,100 gallons or less;
Agricultural chemical tanks;
Tanks less than 500 gallons in size; and
Tote tanks or temporary tanks.

If your tank is not excluded from registration, you must also follow Minnesota
Rules, Chapter 7151 to be in compliance. Many tanks currently in use are considered to be exempt from these rules. Please keep in mind if you store more than
1,100 gallons additional rules apply.
If your tank is not exempt and the storage capacity is 1,100 gallons or greater,
you need to submit the “Aboveground Tank Facility Notification Form,” provide
secondary containment measures, conduct leak/monitoring tests, provide spill/overfill containment, provide corrosion protection, and follow other applicable tank
requirements as outlined by the MPCA. Examples and explanations of all these
additional protective measures can also be found on the MPCA website.
Different requirements are in place if you have a small tank near surface water.
A regulated tank with a capacity of greater than 500 gallons but less than or equal
to 1,100 gallons that are within 500 feet of a class 2 surface water (water that can
be used for recreational purposes) are required to be registered with the MPCA, be
labeled, provide secondary containment, have a sign at the facility, and be constructed using appropriate industry standards.
In addition to these requirements, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has a program called the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure
(SPCC) rule. This rule includes requirements for oil spill prevention, preparedness, and response to prevent oil discharges to navigable waters and adjoining
shorelines. According to the EPA, before a facility is subject to the SPCC Rule, it
must meet three criteria: 1) it must be non-transportation-related; 2) it must have
an aggregate aboveground storage capacity greater than 1,320 gallons or a completely buried storage capacity greater than 42,000 gallons; and 3) there must be a
reasonable expectation of a discharge into or upon navigable waters or shorelines.
How are the first responders impacted?
In the event law enforcement, fire, or emergency management responds to a
leak or discharge, certain rules and regulations are in place for mandatory reporting. Responders will attempt to mitigate the spill or leak using resources available
to them at the time. As the incident progresses, someone needs to ask if this spill
has been reported. Remember, every person who has “any substance or material
under its control” must report spills.
Any petroleum spill that may cause pollution of an amount that exceeds five
gallons is required to be reported. Spills of any quantity of all other substances
should also be reported. These substances include things such as toxins, flammables, corrosives, and dangerous industrial chemicals or environmentally damaging materials (including milk, coal, animal parts, batteries, et cetera). If the spill
hasn’t been reported yet, we will call the Minnesota Duty Officer who will in turn
notify MPCA. MPCA will call the reporting party and ask several questions —
they will want to know the material spilled, quantity spilled, location, name of the
responsible party, if any surface water or sewers are impacted, and what is being
done to stop and contain the leak. They can also provide technical assistance.
Because Minnesota law provides for penalties of up to $10,000 per day for
violations, the best way to approach this is to simply report all spills. It is the
responsibility of the spiller to ensure an effective cleanup and proper management
of all wastes generated.
Spills or leaks can have very serious consequences. Proper maintenance, training with employees, and some pre-planning can help deal with leaks, large or small.
For more information on this subject go to http://www.pca.state.mn.us/, or for
information on federal regulations, try http://www.epa.gov/oilspill/ .
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Consider the Source
As I was considering what to write this month, I looked back at the topics I’ve
addressed in the past. I’ve always tried to stay focused on topics that relate to
environmental stewardship in SCENE articles. In large part, the SCENE is funded
through an annual grant from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
that is derived from a surcharge on solid waste disposal. Thus I have written more
about solid waste than any other theme… so I don’t immediately take offense
when people tell me my articles are garbage!:) (For those of you who didn’t understand why I punctuated that last sentence with a colon and closing parentheses
symbol, you’re probably not keeping up with technology’s influence on our means
of communication or fact gathering.)
The SCENE is 21 years old with this edition, and it started out with funding
from the MPCA as the Scott County Environmental News Educator. I looked back
at the first article I wrote, and it was about solid waste. The topics haven’t changed
much over the years, and neither has my primary source – the MPCA. Back in the
fall of 1989, when the first SCENE was published, the additional sources of information I used were from things I read on paper or heard from people that knew
more about a topic than I did. The sources for information for my articles were
recognized as reputable: colleges, universities, government agencies, and noted
experts in their field. I have never strayed from my goal to write using reliable
sources, so even though I was writing about garbage, I wasn’t writing garbage.
Times have changed and the sources for information are now quite overwhelming, but when I write an article for the SCENE I still rely primarily on the MPCA
for my basic message. However, to support or enhance that message, I take advantage of the internet and use other sources for information that are recognized as
reputable. I still use colleges and universities (as well as government agencies),
but since I have easy access, I also use professional associations such as the American Academy of Sciences or Union of Concerned Scientists, reputable journals,
governmental agencies in different states, and internationally recognized reputable
organizations. Many of these sources were not readably available to me 21 years
ago. As such, I’m really appreciative of the tremendous advantage the internet has
provided in learning about new things and gathering facts from reliable sources.
But sometimes the proliferation of “information” available is not helpful.
There have always been people with selfish interests who try to persuade others into believing something that isn’t true. Now, however, their websites can look
just as legitimate as those of a reputable source. Trying to determine the truth has
thus become more difficult. I still rely primarily on the sources I have always
trusted and which are recognized as sources of truth and integrity. But how does
someone without decades of experience gathering information and ferreting out
truth go about finding out what is true and what isn’t?
There are two axioms that I rely on: “Consider the source” and “follow the
money.” These are more important now than ever before. When I am researching
a topic and come upon a new source through a Google search, I check out the
organization including their source of funding. If that information isn’t provided,
I don’t use the source. Often, I can discover that their funding is from sources with
vested interests in the topic. I’ve also discovered that some websites with official
sounding names (suggesting they are a “foundation” or “institute”) are nothing
more than a single person with an agenda.
The source of money — and most of the information — I use for my SCENE
articles is the MPCA. The MPCA was established by the state Legislature in 1967,
to clean up and protect the state’s land, air, and water resources. They are subject
to oversight by the legislature and a citizen board. You can check out what they
have to say about recycling and the environment on their website. (They have just
released a new Metropolitan Solid Waste Policy Plan for public comment. The
new plan focuses on the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions related to the
way solid waste is managed.)
Scott County will be amending the County’s Solid Waste Management Master
Plan next year in accordance with the policies and goals in this new plan. I will
write more about this in the coming editions of the SCENE. In the meantime,
however, I hope you check out my source of information on their website at
www.pca.state.mn.us.

Homeowners, builders to use
new process to settle disputes
A new law taking effect Jan. 1, 2011
creates an “early neutral evaluation”
(ENE) process for the review of
homeowners’ claims against a builder.
Under this new law, homeowners must
submit their warranty claim to the ENE
process before they can file a lawsuit
against the builder. A neutral panel reviews all of the information submitted
by the homeowner and builder, and then
provides a report that suggests an appropriate scope of repair to be performed.
The panel’s report is not binding for
either party, but is intended to give the
parties a quick and inexpensive review
of the merits of the case from an informed but unbiased third party. While
this ENE process is underway, the new
law also “stops the clock” on any time
limits for lawsuits against the builder for

any type of claim.
Another important provision in the
law is the requirement that builders include written performance standards as
a part of their contract with their customers. The law does not specify what
the standards must be, but does require
that they be reduced to writing and be
made a part of the contract.
To help avoid getting into this situation, Scott County Community Development recommends that homeowners
always acquire the proper building permits and withhold final payment until
the final inspection is completed. This
standard business practice will help to
resolve the outstanding issues the homeowner may have during the construction
process by using the local building inspector to help resolve problems.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County businesses help
increase recycling rates
In early January of each year, the
Scott County Environmental Health Department contacts local businesses to
determine how much they recycled during the previous year. A voluntary form
— asking for recycling information
about paper products (such as cardboard
and office paper), used oil and oil filters, fluorescent lamps, and automobile
batteries – is issued. Also included in the
questionnaire are inquiries about the recycling of various types of metals, glass,
and plastics; some businesses recycle
other materials, such as electronic equipment and appliances.
This information is used to calculate the “recycling rate” for Scott County.
Although there is no obligation for them
to submit any information, the past efforts of area businesses have helped
make Scott County a recycling leader in
Minnesota! This information is part of
an annual report the County submits to
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) called the “Governor’s Select
Committee on Recycling and the Environment” (the “SCORE Report”).
Minnesota’s statewide recycling efforts began in earnest in 1989, when the
Legislature adopted comprehensive legislation based on the recommendations
of the SCORE. The state provides funding from dedicated state tax revenue that
provides a stable funding source for recycling and waste reduction programs,
and the County must provide at least a
25 percent match of state funds. Funding from the SCORE program can be
used for a wide range of activities at the
local level, including recycling, waste
reduction, operating a household hazardous waste (HHW) facility, and educational programs. Each county is free to
use the tools that they feel are appropriate for their demographics and for the
challenges of the local waste stream.
In 2009, the total amount of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) collected in

Scott County
w
a
s
126,907.81
tons;
the
amount of
material recycled was
60,748.76
tons — which calculates to 47.9 percent.
With credits given by the state for yard
waste collection and various County
solid waste reduction programs, the final recycling rate for Scott County in
2009 was 55.9 percent.
Because of the recycling by area
businesses, everyone in Scott County
benefits from funding that is used to further educate the public on solid waste
issues. Scott County Environmental
Health would like to acknowledge the
following businesses that submitted data
on what they recycled beyond what is
normally recycled from residential collections in 2009. Thank you for your
efforts!
ADC Telecommunications
Alloy Hardfacing
Associated Mechanical
BASF Construction Chemicals
B F Nelson Corporation
Canterbury Park
Chart, Inc.
Conklin Company, Inc.
Datakey Electronics, Inc
Fremont Industries, Inc.
Imagine! Print Solutions
K-Mart Distribution Center
Phillips & Temro Industries
Temple-Inland
Ziegler, Inc.
If your business would like to submit information about your recycling activities, please contact Steve Steuber
from Scott County Environmental
Health at (952) 496-8473.

Project Connect
organizations, and the community itself
to address the issue of homelessness and
poverty. Project Community Connect
not only has the ability to direct services
to individuals in need while minimizing
bureaucratic red tape, but also provides
a powerful civic engagement opportunity for community members to assist
people transition out of homelessness
and poverty.
We need your help. There are
multiple ways to support Scott-Carver
Project Community Connect. Your generous support can be accepted in the following ways:
• Provide services: Is there a
service that you can offer to someone
struggling to meet basic needs? Do you
know of someone who would like to
offer services? Please contact us at
scottcarvercommunityconnect@gmail.com
• Sponsorship: Project Community Connect recognizes sponsors
with a donation valued at $250 and
above. Sponsorship includes company
name on all printed materials and rec-

From Page 1

ognition at volunteer training and the day
of the event.
• Gifts and donations: Donations make Project Community Connect
possible. Funding for Project Community Connect is raised privately. All donations are 100 percent tax deductible,
and 100 percent of donations go directly
to the event and services. For sponsorships and donations, please contact
scottcarverpccdonations@gmail.com
• Volunteering: Project Community Connect brings volunteers of all
ages, backgrounds, and experience levels together to serve people facing economic challenges in our community.
There are a variety of volunteer opportunities. All volunteers are required to
attend a training and orientation session.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years of
age. To volunteer, please contact
Carla.Kress@safehavenmn.org
Please join us in reaching out to
those in need in our community. For
more information, please contact
scottcarvercommunityconnect@gmail.com

Scott SCENE available online
The Scott SCENE can be viewed online through a
link on the Scott County homepage:
www.co.scott.mn.us
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Follow tips to reduce energy costs this winter
Temperatures are dropping, costs are
rising, and budgets are tight. What can
you do to stretch your money? Fortunately, there are a number of things we
can do to save both energy and money
this winter.

♦ Install a programmable thermostat in your home, and set it to lower
the temperature at night and whenever
the house is unoccupied. Lowering your
thermostat by 10 degrees at night can
reduce your heating bill by 10 to 20 percent.
♦ Lower your thermostat
throughout the day, and wear socks and
a sweater inside your home. Remember,
lowering your thermostat by just one
degree can reduce your energy use by
three percent.
♦ Make sure your programmable thermostat is installed properly, programmed appropriately (a programmable thermostat only saves energy
when it is programmed), and located in
the correct place (don’t place your programmable thermostat in an unheated
space, a poorly-sealed or seldom-used
room, or in direct sunlight near a heat
source). Your thermostat must be able
to sense the average temperature in your
home. If it is not located in the right
place, ask a heating and air conditioning professional about having your thermostat moved.
♦ If you have a forced air furnace,
inspect your filters at the beginning of
the heating season and monthly during
the season. Clean or replace them if there
is significant dust build up.
♦ Use a humidifier to add moisture to the air. The air inside your home
can be very dry, especially in the winter.
Moister air feels warmer, so a humidifier can help you feel comfortable even

Old Man Winter will be blowing his
frosty breath on us soon. Make sure
your home is ready.

though your thermostat is set at a lower
temperature.
♦ Install foam insulation gaskets
behind electric outlets and switch plate
covers.
Windows and doors
♦ Keep doors and windows
closed as much as possible — this includes overhead doors on attached garages.
♦ Install do-it-yourself plastic
film storm windows, which can be
found at a local hardware store.
♦ Seal off unused floors or
rooms (as long as the room is less than
100 square feet and isn’t the room where
the thermostat is located). Close the
floor or wall registers and return air
vents, and keep the doors closed.
♦ Open south-facing window
curtains, drapes, and blinds during the
day. Close window coverings at night to
keep the heat in.
♦ Caulk and weatherstrip your
windows. Check window frames for
cracks and fill them with a caulk that
contains silicon. Putty-like “rope caulk”
can help seal large cracks and save you

up to five percent on your energy bill.
♦ Check all exterior doors for
air leaks and caulk and weatherstrip as
needed. A one-eighth-inch gap around a
door is equivalent to a six-inch-square
hole in the side of your house and causes
a lot of energy loss. You can check your
doors two ways:
o Have someone stand on the
other side of the door and shine a flashlight around the door’s perimeter. If you
can see light through the cracks, your
door needs sealing.
o Hold a piece of paper between
the door and the frame and shut the door.
If you can pull the paper out without tearing it, you should weatherstrip around
the door.

Et cetera…
♦ Turn off the lights whenever
you leave a room.
♦ Clean out your refrigerator.
Food blocking the fan in the freezer
means that the unit has to work harder
to cool. Simply moving items away
from the fan will save energy. Cleaning
the grate at the bottom of the refrigerator will help as well.
Coming in the next edition of the
SCENE: More energy savings tips,
along with some holiday suggestions!
Fireplaces can suck heat out of your
home. Make sure dampers are shut
when not in use.

Fireplace
♦ Never rely on a traditional
fireplace for supplemental heating. A
fireplace sucks heated air out of your
home to fuel the fire and exhausts that
heat through the chimney. That means
your furnace has to turn on to replace
that warm air.

Household Hazardous Waste Facility
RE-USE Room has great FREE stuff
What is a Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Reuse Program?
Our HHW Program is designed for residents – providing a place for you to bring in your household products
and other hazardous materials and items to be properly managed. Once the HHW staff has gone through all products
that are brought in the facility, those that are still in good
shape will be placed in the RE-USE Room and made available without charge. (All paint cans have a dot on the top
and side to indicate the color of the paint inside the can.)
When residents use the RE-USE Room, thousands of
pounds of good materials are prevented from ending up in
our landfills, thus helping to save our environment. The
RE-USE Room has also has saved many people hundreds

♦ Close the fireplace damper
and seal the opening shut when not in
use.
Water heater
♦ Make sure the water heater is set
no higher than 125 degrees.
♦ Drain off a bucket of hot water
from your water heater annually to remove sediment that will interfere with
the heater’s long-term use.
♦ Install a water heater blanket
if your water heater is older than five
years, and/or feels warm to the touch.
♦ Insulate the pipes around the
water heater with inexpensive, easy-toinstall pipe insulation. This is particularly helpful if the water heater is in an
unheated space.

of dollars from not going out and paying full price at a
store. Finally, Scott County saves money by not having to
dispose of those good materials, thus helping to keep your
taxes low!
The RE-USE Room has a variety of products that you
can take home and re-use. The list below contains some
examples of what is accepted for disposal, as well as items
you might find on the shelves in the RE-USE Room (*). In
addition, the RE-USE Room is organized so that it is easy
to find a specific product that you might be looking for.
So come in the RE-USE Room and help yourself to
some treasure. You never know what you might find!

Paint and Paint-Related
Products
* Turpentine, paint stripper
* Latex/water-based paint
* Oil-based paint
* Rust remover
* Paint thinner
* Varnish

Lawn/Garden-Care Products
* Pesticide/insecticide
* Weed killer
* Bug spray
* Fungicide
* Herbicide
* Fertilizer

Beauty Products
* Products in aerosol cans
Alcohol-based lotions
* Nail polish remover
Isopropyl alcohol
Hair relaxers
Deodorizers
Nail polish

Household Cleaners
* Ammonia-based cleaners
* Tub & tile cleaners
* Toilet bowl cleaners
* Floor care products
* Aluminum cleaners
* Window cleaners
* Aerosol cleaners
* Furniture polish
* Metal polishes
* Oven cleaners
* Drain cleaners

Automotive Fluids and Batteries
* Windshield washer solution
* Auto body repair products
Metal polish with solvent
Fuel
Lead acid batteries
* Transmission fluid
* Brake fluid
* Antifreeze
Diesel fuel
* Motor oil
*Kerosene
Gasoline
* Car wax

Miscellaneous
Cell phone rechargeable batteries
* Swimming pool chemicals
Photographic chemicals
Mercury thermometers
Dry cleaning solvents
Mercury vapor lights
Mercury batteries
Fluorescent lights
Fiberglass epoxy
*Lighter fluid
*Shoe polish
* Glue
Floor adhesives

Plastics create
Great Pacific
Garbage Patch
There is a huge collection of small
pieces of plastic accumulating in the
northwest Pacific Ocean, about a thousand miles west of California. It’s called
the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch,” and
it covers a vast area roughly the size of
Texas. The Patch contains approximately 3.5 million tons of trash, including shoes, toys, bags, pacifiers, wrappers, toothbrushes, and bottles. Most of
the plastic accumulated in the patch has
broken down into smaller bits which
float just under the water’s surface.
Plastic trash has trapped birds and
turned up in the bellies of fish. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) estimates 100,000
marine mammals die of trash-related
deaths each year. Researchers find a lot
of skeletons of seabirds on islands with
their gut content filled with plastic —
and they’re wondering how many other
animals may be eating this plastic.
Plastic, which makes up a large portion of our trash today, is made mostly
from petroleum and thus is not biodegradable. Nearly every bit of plastic that
has been created still exists, except for
the small amount that has been incinerated (releasing toxic chemicals).
Powerful ocean currents can carry
large loads of trash great distances, and
plastic trash from Minnesota could easily float down the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers and into the Gulf of
Mexico. High on the list of plastic items
found in the ocean today is the flip flop
shoe. Plastic items like this are very persistent in the environment and they compose a large part of the litter found on
beaches and in the sea.
Seeing all of this plastic just floating in the middle of nowhere makes our
human footprint painfully obvious.
Aldo Leopold — considered the father
of wildlife ecology — once said, “The
oldest task in human history: to live on
a piece of land without spoiling it.”
The following websites — The New
York Times, CNN, Think Beyond Plastic, and The Discovery Channel — were
used as references for this article.
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4-H explores kitchen concoctions

Protecting your teens from hazing
by Sara Wagner, 4-H Program Coordinator

When we listen to the news reports about high school hazing, we like to think
that it would never happen to our children… or that our children would never be
the ones committing the act. Some people even think that some hazing is just a rite
of passage. Yet often, parents and teens don’t realize the implications — both to
the ones being hazed and the “hazers.” According to Dr. Susan Lipkins, 1.5 million high school students are hazed each year.
What is hazing? Hazing is based on a tradition used by groups to discipline
or maintain a pecking order. The rituals either use activities that cause physical or
psychological stress in the person being hazed. These activities can make a person
feel:
• Humiliated – making person wear unusual clothing or a sign.
• Demeaned – having underclassmen carry books for upper classman, acts
that are sexual.
• Intimidated – Upper classman telling underclassman what to do, telling
them they will not be allowed in the group if they do not do as they are told.
• Exhausted – running extra miles, not sleeping for extended periods of
time.
Why is hazing hazardous? Hazing becomes dangerous when the rite becomes out of control and causes significant or lasting physical or psychological
damage. This may occur to those that are the victim, bystanders, or even the
perpetrators. Victims may become anxious while they are waiting for the hazing
to happen, or even after the act has been committed. Students may not want to
attend school or the program related to the hazing.
Is hazing the same as bullying? Hazing is not considered the same as bullying because the hazing perpetrators are not intentionally planning on hurting the
victims, and they plan on accepting them into their “group.” Unlike bullying,
hazing is a tradition that many of the perpetrators themselves went through to
become a part of this group.
What are the consequences of hazing? For the victims, the consequences
can be loss of sleep, a slip in grades, and physical or psychological harm. For
bystanders and perpetrators, it can be suspension from sporting/extracurricular
events, suspension from school, and even legal consequences. Adults that are
aware of hazing going on can also be disciplined depending on their knowledge
and participation of the hazing events.
What do parents need to do? Make sure to talk to your children about the
consequences of them conducting and participating in hazing. Many teens may
feel that what they are doing is not a big issue, because they went through the
hazing themselves and nobody was harmed or got in trouble. But we want our kids
to have a great experience with organized groups, and we want them to feel connected to their peers… and as parents we need to help educate our teens to the
dangers of hazing. For more information about hazing and helping to find positive
youth programs, contact Sara Wagner, University of Minnesota Extension/Scott
County 4-H, at dunc0088@umn.edu .
Source: Preventing Hazing: How Parents, Teachers, and Coaches can Stop
the Violence by Susan Lipkins.

4-H: A little something for everyone
Youth development is the process of
growing up and developing one’s abilities in positive ways, and youth development organizations exist to promote
the positive, healthy development of
young people. 4-H is the oldest and largest publicly funded youth development
organization reaching over 113,000
young people across Minnesota. In just
Scott County alone, 4-H reaches over
5,000 youth.
No matter what you are interested
in, 4-H has a project area for you. 4-H
uses a unique “learn by doing” youth
development model, which allows youth
to design and participate in their own
programs and activities, reflect on the
process, draw conclusions, and relate the
learning to future experiences in their
lives. This process helps youth develop
essential, transferable life skills that
they’ll use throughout their lives, such
as problem solving, decisionmaking,
coping, communicating, and responding
to the needs of others. 4-H has programs and activities in a wide range of
areas, including expressive and communication arts, family consumer science,
natural resources, mechanical sciences,
and animal sciences.

Today’s project
areas include the traditional (and still
popular!) animal science projects that are
generally associated
with 4-H. But 4-H youth also work on
cutting-edge technology projects (such
as robotics, GPS, GIS, and video production), environmental projects, and
community service projects. 4-H is continually working to reach new audiences
and groups of youth in rural, suburban,
and urban communities.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and —
most of all — have fun! 4-H offers
programming for youth in kindergarten
through one year past high school. The
Scott County 4-H Program currently
offers 4-H clubs throughout all of Scott
County. To find out how to start or join
a 4-H club in your area, or for more information on 4-H, call the Scott County
Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.
Enrollment starts this fall, so don’t wait
to sign up!

All youth in grades K-5 are invited
to learn how to turn ordinary kitchen
supplies into extraordinary projects and
potions on Saturday, October 16, 2010
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the Scott
County Extension Office in Jordan.
During the morning of kitchen, science participants will make groovy lava
lamps, glittery hair gel, “bee-utiful” lip
balm, pretty plastic light catchers, and a
mixed-up snack. We’ll also play some
games and end with a special guest
speaker from the “Mad Science” program.
Families are invited back at 11 a.m.
for our guest speaker. Cost is $10 for
4-H members and $15 for non-members.
Call the Scott County Extension office
to register at (952) 492-5410.

Fun kitchen science will be the focus
of an Oct. 16 program for youth at the
Scott County Extension Office in
Jordan..

County youth participate in Shooting
Sports and Wildlife Invitational
Scott County
4-H sent 32 participants to the 2010
State
Shooting
Sports & Wildlife Invitational on September 10-13 at the
Beaverbrook Sportsman Club in Cedar,
Minnesota. The 4-H
Shooting Sports &
Wildlife Invitational
event involves ap- Scott County was well represented at the state
proximately 800 invitational.
young people from across the state who wildlife project. More than 16 events are
participate in the following discipline awarded to 10 places.
areas: archery, muzzle loader, shotgun,
If you would like more information
air rifle, .22 rifle, air pistol, silhouette about joining the Scott County 4-H
“fun shoot,” and a skill-a-thon. It is the Shooting Sports Program, please call
final event of the year-long shooting and (952) 492-5410.

4-H Youth In the Spotlight
Spencer Kubista
School: Jordan High School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Helping Hands 4-H Club
Years in 4-H: Nine years
Parents: David and Mary Kubista
Projects of Interest: Photography, Computer, Citizenship,
Global Connections, Self Determination
What a summer it has been for Spencer Kubista! He has
travelled to Washington D.C. with the Minnesota 4-H Wash- Spencer Kubista
ington Citizenship Focus delegation; volunteered many hours at the Scott County
Fair helping with tours, lunch, stand shifts, and the 4-H Information Booth; and
has spent three days at the Minnesota State Fair exhibiting his Global Connections Project. On top of all that, he helped lead many of the summer 4-H
Adventures!
Spencer has demonstrated great personal growth by learning to meet new
friends in Scott County and throughout Minnesota. He’s enjoyed his many
experiences this summer, and has come back to the County to report what he
has learned. He encourages other youth to participate in different 4-H opportunities. We appreciate all the hard work and time he has given to the Scott
County 4-H Program and to the community. Keep up the great work!
Vonnick Boyogueno
School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 11th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Years in 4-H: Three
Parents: Marie and Andre Boyogueno
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
Energy and leadership are the first two words that
come to my mind when one thinks of Vonnick
Boyogueno. Vonnick brings great excitement into the
Vonnick Boyogueno
classrooms she visits through the University of Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Youth Teaching Youth program. She is always
thrilled to meet new students and talk about the importance of making positive
choices.
Vonnick is a positive role model and leader to younger students as well as her
peers. She encourages her peers to participate in the Youth Teaching Youth program and volunteers to help new teen teachers in the classroom.
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Top ten questions about
SmartLink Dial-A-Ride
A lot of people have questions about
our SmartLink dial-a-ride service. Let’s
take a look at the “top ten” Q and As:
The dial-a-ride bus is reserved for
handicapped or senior citizens only.
False. Anyone residing in Scott or
Carver County can schedule a ride.
You can schedule your ride up to
five business days ahead of time.
This is true! (This does not include
weekend days.) Our office is open
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 4
p.m.

City to Country Tour attracts over 500
On September 25, over 500 visitors participated in the City to Country Tour,
a drive-it-yourself event now in its twelfth year. Despite chilly, damp weather,
visitors enjoyed fun and educational visits to a local sheep farm, a dairy
farm, and a pumpkin patch. Above, the cattle at the Ken and Linda Glisczinski
farm in rural New Prague eat contentedly as visitors pass by.

Scott County 4-Hers enter
State Fair competition
4-H at the Minnesota State Fair is
not merely a fun annual event. Every
summer, thousands of 4-H youth participate in the State Fair to showcase the
knowledge and skills they’ve gained
throughout the year, and to continue their
learning experiences.
4-H youth spend months working on
projects designed to equip them with
essential life skills such as problem solving, decisionmaking, project management, communications, and public
speaking. 4-Hers then share their accomplishments and educate the public about
their subject at their local County Fair.
Those who demonstrate the highest
achievements are then selected to participate in 4-H
at the Minnesota State Fair!
At both
County and
State Fairs, 4Hers
meet
one-on-one
with experts to
have
their
projects evaluated, discuss
what they’ve
learned, and
identify future
learning opportunities.
This year the Katelynn Nohner with
Scott County her championship
4-H Program exhibit.

Paige Pitlick received a purple ribbon
for her goat project.

If you are going to cancel your ride,
you must speak with a customer
service person.
False. You can choose to leave a
message on the “advance cancel” line
or be connected to dispatch for same
day cancellations.
If you decide to go to another
location, you can simply tell the
driver when you get on the bus.
False. Rides are scheduled and placed
together based on timing and location.
All changes must be called in ahead
of time.
It is important to know the correct
address for a location before calling
customer service.
This is true. The customer service
person may not know about previous
rides or locations. You will need that
information when you call.

Jason Stocker showed
championship beef steer.

his

sent on 37 youth who entered general
projects and 38 youth who exhibited
livestock projects. These 4-H members
took in the whole State Fair experience… conference judging their
projects, staying overnight in the 4-H
dorms, and having fun with the other
6,271 youth across the state of Minnesota who participated in the Great Minnesota Get Together.
4-H not only helps make great
memories, it helps 4-H youth grow into
successful adults. 4-H is a publicly
funded program of University of Minnesota Extension. For more information about joining 4-H, call (952) 4925410.
For a complete listing of how the
youth in Scott County did at the 2010
Minnesota State Fair, please check out
the website at:
http://www1.extension.umn.edu/
youth/mn4-H/state-fair/fair-results/current-results/index.html.

Jacob Braun was a champion in the
rocket science competition.

If you have a pick up scheduled at
11:30, you should call to check on
the status of that ride right away at
11:31 if it’s not there yet.
False. We have a 30 minute window,
which applies to all rides. That means
the bus could be there as early as 15
minutes before your scheduled pick up
time to as late as 15 minutes after your
scheduled pick up time. In this case,

the pickup could happen between
11:15 and 11:45.
When leaving a message on the
customer service or dispatch line, it
is very important to speak clearly
and use your first and last name
with the correct phone number.
This is true. It is critical to leave the
right contact information.
It is very important to call and
cancel your ride if you decide you
do not need it.
This is true. When you call to cancel
your ride, it opens up time and space
for another passenger to use. Also, if
you do not cancel your ride and are
not there when we arrive, it gets
entered as a no-show. Three no-shows
and you may lose the ability to use our
service for 30 days.
If my appointment runs late, the
bus will wait for me.
False. Because SmarkLink is a
“public transit” service, we cannot
wait. There are other passengers
scheduled to ride, and if we waited we
would throw everyone else off
schedule. It is the responsibility of the
passenger to schedule enough time for
their appointments or call to reschedule if you are running late.
The bus driver will wait for a total
of three minutes when they arrive to
pick you up.
This is true. The driver starts a timer
when they arrive at your address.
Once three minutes are up, they can
move on without you — and you will
receive a “no-show.”

CAP Agency seeks
sponsors for Hope for
the Holidays program
The CAP Agency is kicking off its 2010 “Hope
for the Holidays” program with a request for sponsors. The Hope for the Holidays program is available to families in Scott and Carver Counties who
are unable to provide gifts for their families during
the holidays. Sponsors are community members with
a desire to open their hearts to local families during
the upcoming holiday season. Many people join
together with family, friends, neighbors, faith communities, schools, coworkers, and other group members to become a sponsor. Each sponsor can elect
the number of children they want to help. They agree to purchase gift(s) valued at approximately $50 per child in the family. The Agency will provide the
age, gender, and a few suggestions for gifts for each child sponsored to help
guide the sponsor in making purchases.
The sponsor will package and label the gifts before dropping them off to
the designated location in mid-December. Both sponsors and recipients will
remain anonymous. People or groups interested in being a sponsor should
contact the Hope for the Holidays Hotline at (952) 402-9871 to learn more.
Printable sign-up forms will also be available online at www.capagency.org/
pages/hope.htm.
Families wanting to become a sponsored family should call (952) 4962125 before October 22 to schedule an appointment to review their needs.
The appointments will be scheduled for late October/early November.
In conjunction with the Hope for the Holidays program, the CAP Agency
will also collect toys during the first three weeks of December. Toys can be
dropped off in December at various drop boxes in churches and other community locations as well as at the CAP Agency’s Shakopee office at 712 Canterbury Road. Drop-offs can be made Monday through Friday at the Administration entrance between 8 am and 5 pm.
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Where’s a cop when you need one?
You’re driving home from work, thinking about what to have for supper while
you sing along with the radio, when suddenly some car flies past you going way
over the speed limit — and then, just as suddenly, swerves in front of you, slams
on the brakes, and makes a left turn without signaling. You slam on your brakes
too, narrowly avoiding a rear end collision. You look up in your rear view mirror
to make sure no one is going to rear end you before waving at the other driver
using only one finger. As you continue on your journey home, you wonder, “Where
the heck is that cop who wrote me a speeding ticket last week now?”
There are all kinds of bad drivers out there. Some drivers are speed demons
who couldn’t care less about speed limits; others are “swerve specialists,” weaving
in and out of traffic. Some drivers are just plain distracted – doing just about anything but driving – behind the wheel. Lastly, there are those drivers who are impaired, whether by alcohol, medications, illegal drugs, drowsiness, or illness.
Bad driving is something most of us encounter every day. When another
motorist’s dangerous actions put us or our loved ones in danger, we really want the
jerk to get in trouble. For many of us, our response is to speed up to the driver’s
side of the offending car and yell, swear, or use gestures to let the other driver
know of our displeasure. We may even try to pull the same maneuver on the
offender, just so he or she can know how it feels. However, this doesn’t make the
road any safer, nor teach any lessons. It just makes the situation more dangerous
and explosive.
What can you do?
Stay as far away from a bad driver as you can. The further you are from a
bad driver, the safer you’ll be. Most bad drivers are unpredictable, so it’s better to
be behind than in front of one.
Report bad driving behavior to law enforcement. Dial 911 from your cell
phone anytime and anywhere. Although it’s best to pull over and not operate your
cell phone while in a moving vehicle, sometimes you may want to keep following
the driver so you can update the police. Be prepared to provide the following
information as best as you can:
• Your name
• Your location
• The offense
• Make, model, and color of the vehicle
• License plate number
• Other identifying marks, such as dents or broken windshields
• Driver description
Law enforcement might be limited in what they can do in response to your
complaint. For most moving violations, officers must, by law, witness the violation. Although this may be frustrating, it safeguards against false accusations,
especially in road rage cases where a reporting party may want revenge.
However, even if the officer can’t ticket the offender, he or she can pull over
the alleged offender to investigate. If you call in a driver who’s weaving all over
the road and law enforcement is in the area, they can stop the vehicle and investigate the cause of the behavior. There are any number of reasons why an individual
may be driving poorly; maybe the driver just spilled hot coffee, maybe the driver
has a cold and just sneezed, or maybe the driver is drunk. If law enforcement isn’t
in the area or busy on another call, it might be that nothing will happen – this time.
But if you don’t call, then law enforcement won’t know if there is an issue.
Before we end, let’s go back to the scenario in the very beginning of this
article. You’re driving
along, minding your
own business, singing
to the radio, trying to
decide what to have for
dinner. You never noticed the car that ends
up buzzing by you until it does just that.
Why? Always be alert
and aware of your surroundings as you’re
driving.
• Check your
Stay as far away as possible from bad drivers, and side mirrors and rear
report them to police if you have the opportunity. The view mirrors every
best way to get rid of a bad driver is if you are a well- three to five seconds
mannered, level-headed driver.
for any signs of a bad
or dangerous driver.
• Always keep your mirrors, windshields, sensors, and other safety and
warning devices working properly and in good condition.
• Allow a minimum three second following distance behind another vehicle. In bad weather or hazardous conditions, increase your following distance.
There’s no better way to get rid of a bad driver than if you behave like a wellmannered, level-headed driver on the road. Use your turn signals, obey the speed
limit, and don’t tailgate. Set a good example. Maybe those other drivers will
decide to be like you!

Give highway workers a “brake”
Travel slowly through construction zones

Sheriff’s Office receives national award
On behalf of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office, Sergeant John Kvasnicka
(center) and Captain Greg Muelken (right) accepted the 2010 Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Program (OJJDP) Law Enforcement Agency of the
Year Award from OJJDP’s Deputy Administrator Marilyn Roberts (left) on
August 20 in Anaheim, California. The Sheriff’s Office was honored for its
efforts in reducing underage drinking in the community, particularly in helping
advocate for and enforcing the now-Countywide social host ordinance.

Over the summer, people travelling on Highway 13 or Highway 101 may have
spotted the Scott County Meth Task Force’s newest advertising campaign –
“Be The Parent.” The new campaign has been designed in an effort to bring
awareness to the important influence that parents have over their teen’s
decisions. For more information on this or any of the Task Force’s outreach
efforts, please visit ChooseLifeNotMeth.com or find them on Facebook by
searching “Scott County Meth Task Force.”
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CAP welcomes new director
Child prodigy? Check. Graduate
of Macalester College at age 20? Check.
Tripled the budget and doubled program
delivery while leading Big Brothers Big
Sisters and the YMCA? Check. Oversaw millions of dollars in fundraising
and grantmaking for SpectrumTrust of
the Saint Paul Foundation? Check,
check.
Is there nothing Carolina Bradpiece
can’t do?
Born in El Salvador, Bradpiece relocated to Minnesota as a 15-year-old
college freshman because her family was
under constant threat as a consequence
of political unrest during the country’s
many years of civil war.
Indeed, Minnesota was a logical
place; members of her family had started
relocating here since the 1960s. “I have
deep roots in Minnesota… My aunt was
the first Latina school principal in the
state; my father, Mario Duarte, started
the state’s first bilingual Spanish language newspaper, La Prensa de Minnesota, and we have three generations of
Macalester graduates,” she noted.
Bradpiece initially took her love of math
and science to a year of medical school
before she decided that sociology was
her true passion. “I was always observing and analyzing human behavior and
societal dynamics,” she explained.
After a brief stint at the Urban Coalition of Minneapolis upon graduating
from Macalester, Bradpiece set off for
New York City, where she became certified to teach organizational development at Buffalo State College. She also
researched, wrote, and taught curricula
in pediatric HIV infection for foster and

Carolina Bradpiece is the new CAP
Agency Executive Director.

adoptive parents and the staff who supported them. “I still loved science, and
developing the curricula allowed me to
mix the scientific and the social implications of the epidemic,” she said.
Her work in organizational development was soon noticed by the Girl
Scouts of the USA, which recruited her
as a national management consultant.
Bradpiece was then snapped up as president and CEO by Big Brothers Big Sisters and later the YMCA.
It was her marriage to Paul
Bradpiece and the birth of their two children, Nathaniel and Naomi, that brought
her back to Minnesota. “My husband
had absolutely fallen in love with Minnesota when we’d come to visit my family; it was that and our great educational
system that brought me back home,” she
noted. Thus, Bradpiece applied for –
and won – a director’s position with the
St. Paul Foundation, where she was happily ensconced until the position of CAP
Agency Director was suggested. “Life’s

opportunities have a way of presenting
themselves,” she smiled. “CAP’s mission to promote and sustain social and
economic self-reliance for people in our
community is what attracted me to the
position. It seems to me I have been
working for, and working toward, helping to fulfill that mission my entire life.
I am honored to have joined an organization that fights to build a safety network for people, creating resources for
people in need, giving a voice to the
voiceless and a face to the faceless.”
Thus, in August, Bradpiece officially inherited CAP’s leadership role
from a retiring Mary Sullivan, who had
served as Executive Director for forty
years. “And I can’t say enough about
what a wonderful person — and what a
wonderful mentor -- Mary is to me. In
the fundraising world, the word ‘legacy’
means to bequeath something. And I’m
so humbled to be part of Mary Sullivan’s
legacy with CAP,” Bradpiece stated.
Coming into this Executive Directorship during such a time of transition
and opportunity will be a challenge, she
admitted: “But that is a part of what attracted me to the CAP Agency: the
breadth of services and resources we
provide, a growing and diversifying
community, a new economic reality that
is forcing so many people and organizations to reevaluate and connect in new
ways… I am prepared to lead the
agency’s effort to continue to meet individuals’ needs now and in the future.”
In her spare time, Carolina loves to
spend time with her family, attend theatre productions, travel , and volunteer
in a number of different capacities.
“And I still like science,” she laughed.

CAP Agency
celebrates 45th
anniversary
In 1965, the federal government
established a Community Action Program (CAP) in each county in the
United States as part of its War on
Poverty. Over the last 45 years, the
local CAP agency has evolved to
serve Carver, Dakota, and Scott
Counties, and has expanded to provide a broader array of services.
The Agency serves children,
families, and older adults using an
integrated approach to reducing poverty through case management and
self-reliance. Programs range from
Head Start early childhood education
to senior dining, from a variety of
food assistance programs to housing
programs, from energy assistance to
holiday toy drives. Last year, the
Agency provided services to over
40,000 people, using 94 percent of
the funds generated to provide direct
services. On October 12, the CAP
Agency celebrates 45 years of serving the community. The agency will
also publicly welcome its new executive director, Carolina Bradpiece,
who assumed her role in August.
Mary Sullivan, recently retired
CAP Executive Director, commented, “As we reflect on 45 years
of service, we are grateful for the
support we have received from volunteers, donors, churches, and community organizations. We want to
celebrate and acknowledge that support with this event.”

Library News

What does MELSA mean to library patrons?
Some of you may have noticed a line on your library card that says “A MELSA Library” — or your
librarian may have mentioned that you can return your
library books anywhere because we are a “MELSA
library.” Just what is MELSA, what does it mean to
be a MELSA library, and more importantly, what does
it mean to you?
MELSA – or the Metropolitan Library Service
Agency — is a federation of Twin Cities metropolitan
city and county public libraries that benefit all members by providing cooperative and cost-saving programs and services. MELSA was formed in 1969 and
serves as one of twelve regional library systems in the
state. The state of Minnesota mandates that all counties in Minnesota must provide library services; as such,
federal and state funding is provided to all of the regional systems. MELSA is responsible for distributing a portion of these funds to member library systems, and for using some of the funds for region-wide
services.
There are nine member library systems, including
Anoka County, Carver County, Dakota County,
Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, Ramsey
County, the City of St. Paul, Scott County, and Washington County. Together, the member library systems
operate over 100 library facilities and serve more than
52 percent of the state’s population.
What does this mean to the operation of the Scott
County Library System? Essentially, we are eligible
to receive money for enhancements to our catalogs,
computer equipment, and to our automation system
through MELSA funding. MELSA purchases online
premium resources and services for use by all the public
libraries in the metro region. These resources include
Mango languages, Homework Rescue, Novelist, and
downloadable e-audiobooks, among many other valuable resources. (See www.scott.lib.mn.us and select
“online resources” to see the complete list of resources
available to you.)
MELSA supports the Summer Reading Program,
and has allocated funding for our Legacy Amendment
programs. The Museum Pass program is also managed
by MELSA. In addition, the library system receives
specialized software that enables us to provide en-

hanced services to the
public. The total value of
the services provided to
the Scott County Library
System and Scott County
residents in 2009 was
$372,371. We also receive a basic support grant each year from the state
that is administered by MELSA – last year we received
over $67,000 in direct support.
So what does this mean to you? Being a member
of MELSA means that you can use your library card at
any public library in the Twin Cities area to check out
books and other materials. It means that you can receive reference assistance and can request books and
other materials at any Twin Cities public library. It
means that, with very few exceptions, you can return
library materials from any public library in the Twin
Cities area to any other public library in the Twin Cities area. You can request a book that Hennepin County
owns and pick it up at your branch library, and you
have access to online resources (such as Standard and
Poor’s financial databases, Alldata car repair database,
the Biography Resource Center, Reference USA, the
Star Tribune archives, genealogy databases), and many
other resources in the library. Many of these online
resources are also available for you to search from your
home or office. These are resources that the Scott
County Library System could not afford to purchase
on our own.
Summer Reading Program
The Summer Reading Program is one of the most
visible ways that MELSA enhances library programs
for
customers
throughout the Twin
Cities area. Educators agree that keeping kids reading over
the summer is vital to
their educational development. The artwork by nationally known illustrators and other professionally designed materials are made available

through a group purchasing
plan that allows Scott County
to offer the kids more incentives than we could otherwise.
The performers that appear at
the libraries during the summer
and during special events like
Children’s Book Week are
made available through contracts with MELSA.
Homework Rescue
Homework Rescue provides live, online assistance
to anyone with a valid library card seven days a week
from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. in both English and Spanish. In
addition, you can submit written work to them for
evaluation.
In all, MELSA has reduced barriers between library systems and created a regional cooperative in
which all of the libraries benefit from the experience
and resources of all the other libraries. A small library
system such as ours is no longer isolated and limited
to the resources we can purchase. We can offer our
customers more access to the larger world because we
participate actively in that larger world.
If you haven’t visited the new Scott County Library System online catalog lately, please visit
www.scott.lib.mn.us and click on “Web Catalog” and
“Account Information.”
Please call or visit any of our branch libraries if
you have any questions, or if you would like to share
your ideas.
Library Administration, 952-707-1760
Renewal Line, 952-890-9184
Reference Center, 952-707-1770
Belle Plaine Library, 952-883-6767
Elko New Market Library, 952-461-3460
Jordan Library, 952-492-2500
New Prague Library, 952-758-2391
Prior Lake Library, 952-447-3375
Savage Library,
952-707-1770
Scott County Law Library, 952-496-8713
Shakopee Library, 952-233-9590
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From the Scott County Townships:

Townships with November
elections may have six-year
supervisor term on ballot
Townships are governed by
a Board of Supervisors elected
by residents of the township;
townships may hold March or
November elections. If you live
in Blakeley, Helena, or Spring
Lake Township, you will see this
question on your ballot: “Shall
the term of office for a town supervisor be for six
years?”
Effective August 1, 2010, Minnesota Statutes allow townships with November elections to change
supervisors’ terms from four to six years (to avoid a
majority of the Board from being on the ballot every
other election year). After a Board of Supervisors
passes a resolution and a proposed transition plan, the
question is then placed on the ballot. Voters in these
Townships will be asked to ratify the resolution by a
simple majority of those voting on the question at the
next General Election. Clerk and treasurer terms are
excluded because they are elected at alternating elections. In addition, townships may have appointed
clerks and treasurers.
Townships that have not yet moved to November
elections may not adopt six-year terms.

From the City of Shakopee:

City strives to improve
walking, biking routes
Walking and biking are two great forms of transportation and exercise. However, if there aren’t safe
places to walk or bike, the likelihood of residents engaging in these activities
decreases greatly. Although Shakopee currently offers 48 miles of
walking and biking trails,
the City of Shakopee recently decided to put its
“walkability” to the test.
In June, the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Department partnered
with the Carver-Scott Statewide Health Improvement
Program (SHIP) of the Minnesota Department of
Health to host a Walkable Community Workshop.
About 20 residents and representatives from local
businesses, the City, Scott County, Shakopee Public
Schools, and St. Francis Regional Medical Center participated in the workshop, which helped to assess how
“walkable” a portion of Shakopee is. The evening
started with a one mile walk that began at Shakopee
City Hall, traveled south and east to cross Hwy 101 at
1st Avenue, went through Huber Park, up Fillmore
Street, again crossed Hwy 101 and continued through
neighborhoods and over the railroad tracks back to City
Hall. During the walk, participants looked for barriers
or concerns with sidewalks or paths, crossings, traffic
behavior, safety, ambience, and maintenance.

When the walk ended, the participants broke into
small groups to discuss what is working well and what
could be improved, as well as ideas for how to make
all of Shakopee more walkable. While the group was
pleased with some of the aesthetics in the downtown
area — including the quaint streets, side shops, and
flowers — several opportunities for improvements
were identified:
• Safer crossings on busy roadways
• Uneven sidewalks
• Lack of sidewalks or trails
• More seating or areas to rest
• Additional lighting
• More crossings over Hwy 169
Many of these areas of opportunity already have
been identified and are currently being addressed or
are included in Shakopee’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan.
In fact, one of the City’s long-term goals is to “keep
Shakopee a safe and healthy community, where residents can pursue active and quality lifestyles.” In addition to policies requiring new neighborhoods to include sidewalks or trails along collector streets, the
City is also working to connect park trails and open
spaces. It is working closely with the school district to
ensure safe routes to area schools. Workshops, like the
one held in June, provide information that helps the
City fine tune its plans and make sure it is meeting the
needs of Shakopee residents.

Shakopee sets winter
parking restrictions
From Nov. 1 through
March 31, there is no parking
on any Shakopee city street
from 2 to 6 a.m. any day of
the week, regardless of the
presence or absence of snow.
Odd/even parking rules
apply in the area bordered by
the Minnesota River on the
north and 10th Avenue on the south, and by Marschall
Road on the east and County Road 69 on the west.
Between 2 and 6 a.m. on even numbered days, parking is allowed on the even-numbered side of the street.
On odd numbered days, parking is allowed on the oddnumbered side of the street.
After a snowfall of two inches or more or during a
snow emergency, the parking restrictions are effective
24 hours a day or until the snow has been plowed from
curb to curb.
Vehicles parked in violation of these rules shall be
tagged and subject to towing at the owner’s expense.
For more information, visit the City of Shakopee’s
website at www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/parking.cfm.

News from Prior Lake:

Native gardens protect
environment, prevent work
Are you tired of mowing your lawn, chasing the
sprinkler around the yard, and spending your hardearned money on lawn fertilizer? Instead of running
in circles fertilizing, watering, and mowing, turn some
of your lawn into a native garden this fall. A native
garden is nearly maintenance-free and only needs occasional watering and weed pulling during the first few
years after it is planted. With a native garden, you’ll
save time and money by reducing the amount you are
watering, mowing, and fertilizing your lawn. The benefits of a native garden are plentiful:

• Lawn care: Native plants will easily survive
our harsh winters and hot summers. Once a native
garden is established, it needs very little weeding,
watering, and mulching... no fertilizer required. Creating a native garden will reduce the amount of lawn
you mow and the time spent on the lawn mower.
• Money savings: Once established, native
plants do not need watering – saving you thousands of

gallons of water each year. You’ll save money by not
buying fertilizers, pesticides, and annuals. You’ll also
save on gas for the lawn mower!
• Clean water: Native plants have deep root
systems that act as filters, collecting dirty stormwater
run-off from streets and rooftops. They also help absorb the stormwater runoff and decrease flooding.
• Stabilizing shorelines: The deep root systems
of native plants can help stabilize eroding lakeshore.
The plants will also slow down incoming waves and
anchor the soil in place on the shoreline.
• Adding beauty to your landscape: Native
plants will add variety and interest to your landscape
with plants that bloom at various times throughout the
growing season and in a number of colors and shapes.
• Critter friendly: Native gardens provide habitat and food for bees, butterflies, birds, and other wildlife. Native gardens can also discourage geese from
congregating and leaving their dirty messes behind.
Interested in learning more about lawn chair lawn
care and native gardening? Visit www.bluethumb.org
or contact Dan Miller with the Scott Clean Water Education Program at (952) 492-5424 or
dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Important Property Tax
Homestead Notice:
This will affect the amount of property tax you
pay in 2011, and it may affect your eligibility
for a property tax refund
You must file a homestead application with
Scott County on or before December 15,
2010 if either of the following applies:
♦ You purchased a property in the past year
and you, or a qualifying relative, occupy
the property for homestead purposes on
December 1, 2010; or
♦ You or a qualifying relative occupy a
property for homestead purposes on
December 1, 2010, and the property was
previously classified as non-homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of property. For residential property, a qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent,
child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the owner. This
relationship may be by blood or marriage. For agricultural property, a qualifying relative can be a child,
grandchild, parent, or sibling of the owner or a child,
grandchild, or sibling of the spouse of the owner.

Once you have been granted the homestead
classification, no further applications are
necessary unless they are specifically
requested by the County Assessor.
Applications may be obtained by stopping into
Customer Service or being printed from the Scott
County website www.co.scott.mn.us.

If you should sell, move, or for any reason no
longer qualify for the homestead classification,
you are required to notify the county within
30 days of the change in homestead status.
A form is available in the Scott County Taxation
Department or through the website
(www.co.scott.mn.us). Failure to notify the County
Assessor within this 30-day period is punishable by
recalculation of the tax as non-homestead; in
addition, to a penalty equal to 100 percent of the
homestead benefits.

Scott County Government Center
Taxation Department, 200 Fourth Ave. W.
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379-1220
(952) 496-8974

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Fungi sprouting on trees
have a scary story to tell
With this autumn’s frequent rain,
many gardeners have noticed fungi
sprouting from some landscape trees.
These fungi may be any number of
shapes, sizes, and colors; they may arise
from the trunk itself, from the root flare
of the tree, or from the roots. In all cases,
fungi growing directly on a live tree tell
the tale of “heart rot” within.
Many different fungi can cause heart
rot. These fungi are often seen on rotting logs or dead trees as well as on living trees. The mushrooms, shelf fungi,
and other interesting fungal structures
that emerge in wet weather are spore
producing structures of the fungus, and
their presence indicates that there is rot
within the tree.
How the invasion begins
Heart rot fungi are not aggressive
pathogens and are unable to infect a tree
through intact bark. Instead, heart rot
fungi take advantage of wounds from
lawn mowers, weed whips, fire scars,
deer rubbing, rodent chewing, frost
cracks, broken branches, and other injuries to access the sapwood and heartwood. Some heart rot fungi can also
enter a tree through an old branch stub
or through the trees roots. Once inside
the tree, the fungi use a variety of enzymes and other chemicals to breakdown the wood for food.
The progress of decay
Trees suffering from white rot have
soft white wood that is stringy, spongy,
or crumbly to the touch. Trees suffering
from brown rot will have brown decaying wood that breaks apart into cube like
chunks. (This type of rot is often called
“brown cubical rot.”) In both cases, advanced decay can significantly reduce
the strength of the tree, resulting in fallen
branches or trees that break or fall over.
Trees often survive many years with
heart rot. Internal rot often goes unnoticed for years because the tree can con-

Fungi indicating butt rot on a maple.

tinue to grow with no symptoms of disease or decline in the canopy. If fungal
structures are observed on the tree, it is
likely that the tree has already been infected for several years. The decay
caused by many heart rot fungi
progresses very slowly, often at a rate of
about three inches per year.
Assessing damage in an infected tree
A tree with signs of heart rot does
not need to be immediately removed, but
it should be further examined to determine how structurally sound it is. Special care should be taken with trees that
are located near people or property that
could be damaged by fallen branches or
trees. In natural areas, trees with heart
rot serve a valuable function in providing nesting sites for birds and animals
and should be left undisturbed if possible. The stability of a heart rot infected
tree will vary depending on the type of
tree that is infected, the extent of the
decay, the type of rot, and if other defects like cracks or cavities are present.
The USDA Forest Service (http://
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/
ht_haz/ht_haz.htm) recommends that
action be taken to stabilize or remove a
tree if it has signs of a heart rotting fungi
and a crack, open wound, or other defect that is present and/or less than 1 inch
of solid wood for every six inches of tree
diameter.

Enjoy healthy red and green
fruits and vegetables year-round
Eating several servings of a variety
of colorful fruits and vegetables a day
helps maintain good health, protect
against the effects of aging, and reduce
the risk of cancer and heart disease.
Have some fun with the red and green
colors during the winter season. Here’s
a list of red and green fruits and vegetables from the National Cancer Institute at www.bodyandsoul.nih.gov.
Red
* Tomatoes * spaghetti sauce * tomato juice * tomato soup * red peppers
* red onion beets * red cabbage * kidney beans * apples * pink grapefruit *
red grapes * strawberries * cherries *
watermelon * raspberries *cranberries
* pomegranates
Green
* Leafy greens * asparagus * green
peppers * broccoli * green beans * peas
* cabbage * green onion * Brussels
sprouts * okra * zucchini * Chinese
cabbage *green apple *¦ green grapes
¦honeydew melon * kiwifruit * limes
Some quick red and green fruit/
vegetable combos include:
• Red and green apple slices surrounding your favorite fruit dip like a
wreath
• Cole slaw with red apple chunks
• Cole slaw with cherry tomato or
grape tomato halves

• To mato soup
garnished
just before
serving with
a sprinkle of
green onion
stems, sliced
into rings
• Small sprigs of red and green
grapes used as an edible garnish around
a holiday meat platter
• Peas garnished with bits of pimiento
• Pomegranate juice garnished
with a slice of lime
• Juicy pomegranate seeds tossed
atop a green salad – for information on
how to eat a pomegranate, visit the
Pomegranate Council’s website at
www.pomegranates.org/nomess.html
• Pizza with a tomato sauce topping and chopped green peppers
To find recipes featuring red and
green colored fruits and veggies:
• Search by color on the Produce
for Better Health Foundation’s “Fruits
and Veggies – More Matters” website at
www.fruitsandveggiesmorematters.org
• Check out the recipes on the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website at www.fruitsandveggies
matter.gov
Source: University of Nebraska
Extension

Photo by Shannon Fiecke, Shakopee Valley News

Focusing on Cedar Lake water quality
How is the health of Cedar Lake near New Prague… and what can be done to
improve it? Those were the questions discussed among County and state
agencies, the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District Board, and the Cedar
Lake Improvement District at this year’s Scott Watershed Management
Organization and Scott SWCD tour at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park near
New Prague. Scott County Natural Resources Manager Paul Nelson and Parks
and Trails Department Senior Planner Patricia Freeman reviewed plans to
partner on improving water quality with projects on the land while adding
amenities to the park. Invasive curlyleaf pondweed, high phosphorus levels
in the sediment (lake bottom), and carp were issues identified as problems
in a recent water quality study. More information on Scott County lakes is
available at www.co.scott.mn.us.

Fall lawn care tips: October
• Cease lawn mowing when
temperatures are cool to cold and the
grass shoot growth has essentially
stopped. Reducing mowing heights to
two or 2½ inches for the last two or three
lawn mowings of the season will reduce
the amount of leaf tissue present over
winter and can reduce the amount of
snow mold that may occur. It is not necessary to collect clippings as long as they
can filter down into the turfgrass canopy
at the soil surface. Excessive amounts
of grass clippings should not be left on
the lawn surface in the fall or at any other
time of the year.
• A thin layer of leaves can be
left on the lawn as long as they are ultimately chopped up as the lawn is mowed
through the fall.
• When confronted with several
inches of leaves over the lawn, it is best
to rake off the majority of those leaves
before mowing and either compost them
or use them as mulch material in other
parts of the landscape. A thick layer of
leaves left on the lawn blocks out sunlight to the grass and may even smother
the existing grass beneath that layer, resulting in large areas of thin or even dead
grass come next spring.
• Early October is still an excellent time for controlling those pesky
perennial broadleaf weeds such as
dandelions and Creeping Charlie. The
best control with most available herbicide products is achieved when daytime
temperatures are above 50° Fahrenheit,
but less than about 80° Fahrenheit.
(That’s usually not a problem at this time
of year.) Always follow product label
directions for proper use whether in the
fall or any other time of the year.
• In the Twin Cities, a late season
application of nitrogen fertilizer should
be put down around Halloween. At this
time of year, the nitrogen is taken up into
the plant and stored in the crowns, rhizomes, tillers, and/or stolons where it
can be quickly accessed next spring by
the growing grass plant. Follow this application with about ¼ to ½ inch of water to move the nutrients into the soil
where they can be taken up by the roots.
Never apply fertilizer to frozen ground.
You would like about two to three weeks
of unfrozen ground following this fer-

tilizer application to allow for root uptake of the nutrients.
• Any reseeding of the lawn
should have been completed by midSeptember in the Twin Cities area. It is
best to avoid seeding during the early to
mid-October period, as the very young
seedlings that do emerge often have poor
survival over the winter. If you would
still like to do some seeding, you can do
what’s known as dormant seeding. Before the ground is frozen, but while the
soil is cold (so as to not encourage seed
germination in the fall), incorporate the
seed into the soil surface. Incorporating
the seed into the soil surface will help
protect it through winter. Seed remaining in that “dormant” condition until next
spring, can get a head start on germination and growth for the next growing
season. In the Twin Cities area, dormant
seeding is usually done in early to midNovember (depending on weather conditions).
With a little effort and planning this
fall, successfully preparing the lawn will
help it survive the upcoming winter
months while also encouraging a healthy
start for next spring. It may seem a little
backwards, but preparation of a healthy
spring lawn begins the previous fall. For
additional information on any of the topics mentioned here, please see the lawn
care section in our “Sustainable Urban
Landscape Information Series” website
at www.sustland.umn.edu.
Source: Bob Mugaas, University of
Minnesota Extension Educator
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Expanded VA health care, benefits
provided for some Vietnam veterans
Veterans exposed to herbicides while serving in Vietnam and other areas will
have an easier path to access quality health care and qualify for disability compensation under a final regulation that was published August 31, 2010 in the Federal
Register by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). The new rule expands the
list of health problems VA will presume to be related to Agent Orange and other
herbicide exposures to add two new conditions and expand one existing category
of conditions.
“Last October, based on the requirements of the Agent Orange Act of 1991
and the Institute of Medicine’s 2008 Update on Agent Orange, I determined that
the evidence provided was sufficient to award presumptions of service connection
for these three additional diseases,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K.
Shinseki. “It was the right decision, and the President and I are proud to finally
provide this group of Veterans the care and benefits they have long deserved.”
The final regulation follows Shinseki’s determination to expand the list of
conditions for which service connection for Vietnam veterans is presumed. VA is
adding Parkinson’s disease and ischemic heart disease, and expanding chronic lymphocytic leukemia to include all chronic B cell leukemias, such as hairy cell leukemia.
In practical terms, veterans who served in Vietnam during the war and who
have a “presumed” illness don’t have to prove an association between their medical problems and their military service. By helping veterans overcome evidentiary requirements that might otherwise present significant challenges, this “presumption” simplifies and speeds up the application process and ensure that veterans receive the benefits they deserve.
The Secretary’s decision to add these presumptives is based on the latest evidence provided in a 2008 independent study by the Institute of Medicine concerning health problems caused by herbicides like Agent Orange.
The VA will review approximately 90,000 previously denied claims by Vietnam veterans for service connection for these conditions. All those awarded service-connection who are not currently eligible for enrollment into the VA healthcare
system will become eligible.
This historic regulation is subject to provisions of the Congressional Review
Act that require a 60-day Congressional review period before implementation.
After the review period, VA can begin paying benefits for new claims and may
award benefits retroactively for earlier periods. For new claims, VA may pay
benefits retroactive to the effective date of the regulation or to one year before the
date VA receives the application, whichever is later. For pending claims and claims
that were previously denied, VA may pay benefits retroactive to the date it received
the claim.
VA encourages Vietnam veterans with these three diseases to submit their applications for access to VA health care and compensation now so the agency can
begin development of their claims. Please contact our office at (952) 496-8176
for assistance in filing your claim or to get more information regarding your benefits.
Source: VA website.

RADON TEST KITS!
Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.
Testing for radon is important for your family’s health and well being.
Testing for radon is easy… and now you can save money by purchasing a
test kit from Scott County.
To receive your test kit, simply send this completed coupon and your
check or money order to the following address:
Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Department
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee MN 55379-1220
______ Short-term kits @ $10 per kit
______ Long-term kits @ $20 per kit
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: ___________
Name____________________________________
Address__________________________________
City _________________________________ Zip Code _______________

Radon test kit prices are subject to change without notice.
For more information on Radon, call or e-mail us at:
Scott County: (952) 496-8652, gboe@co.scott.mn.us
MDH Radon Info: (651) 215-0909 or 1-800-798-9050

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Three Rivers Park District

Autumn Hiking Adventures,
holiday celebrations planned
The Landing – Minnesota River
Heritage Park, Shakopee (formerly
“Murphy’s Landing”)
Saturday, October 23, 4 – 8:00 p.m.
Old-Fashioned Trick or Treat
Trick-or-treat along candlelit paths to
20 historic buildings. Begin your
journey on the trolley pulled by
Percheron draft horses. Collect a
variety of traditional treats and toys.
Finish your celebration with cider,
cookies, and entertainment in the
Town Hall. Costumes are encouraged!
Cost: $9, ages 2 and up; children
under 2 free (or $9 with treat bag).
Ages: All. Reservations required;
please call (763) 559-6700 and
reference activity #438407-32.
Saturday, October 30, 5 – 9 p.m.
Ghost Walk
Follow your guide along candlelit
streets in the
Village of
Eagle Creek.
Visit historic
buildings and
hear costumed
interpreters
share folktales, legends, superstition,
and history. Enjoy refreshments and
the warmth of a campfire. Enter park
through the West Entrance. Cost: $5.
Ages: 12 and older. Reservations
required; please call (763) 559-6700
and reference activity #438407-20.
Saturday, November 6,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Veterans’ Remembrance Day
Honor America’s military veterans at
The Landing. A special program at 1
p.m. will feature speeches, music and
Abraham Lincoln reciting the
Gettysburg Address. Tour several
historic buildings in the Village of
Eagle Creek and observe Thanksgiving
preparations. View military displays
and enjoy refreshments served in the
Town Hall. Enter park through West
Entrance. Cost: $5; veterans and
children under 2 admitted free.
Saturday, November 20, 1 - 4 p.m.
Victorian Thanksgiving
Enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving meal
and live music in the Town Hall.
Afterwards, enjoy a special program
about Thanksgiving. Food service is
from 1 to 2 p.m. Bring your own

wine if you wish (must be 21 or
older). Cost: $25. Ages: 18 and older.
Reservations required; please call
(763) 559-6700 and reference activity
#438407-42.
Hiking Adventures at Cleary,
Murphy-Hanrehan, and the Landing
Through October 31, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
39th Annual Autumn Hiking
Adventures
Celebrate
Minnesota’s
glorious
autumn and
enjoy the
fall colors
with family
and friends.
Hike any
four of 11 designated trails to become
eligible to purchase this year’s
medallion and be entered in a drawing
for a beautiful 5”x7” photo of an
idyllic park landmark. Complete eight
or more trails to be entered in a
drawing for one of three 8½” x 11”
photos. Stamped verification cards
must be turned in by Nov. 10. Hiking
verification cards and maps are
available at Three Rivers’ visitor and
nature centers. You may also want to
check at the nature centers for autumn
color updates. Check out the cell
phone stop at trailheads for
information. This is a free program
open to all ages. Join the generations
of park visitors that have made this an
annual success!
¾ Cleary Lake Regional Park:
Hike the 1.3-mile lighted
Creek Trail, starting at the
visitor center.
¾ Murphy-Hanrehan Park
Reserve: Hike the two-mile
Wood Duck Trail, starting at
trailhead building.
¾ The Landing: Hike the onemile River Trail, starting at the
visitor center.
Three Rivers Park District has 16
autumn hiking trails, some with “Trails
at Your Pace” designation for less
challenging hikes. Visit the website at
www.ThreeRiversParks.org; search for
“autumn hiking adventures.” For a
brochure with a listing of parks with
autumn hiking, click on “verification
card.”

A Big Thank You…
To the hundred or so golfers, the scores of volunteers,
and the following individual donors for their
incredible contribution to the success of the fourth
annual Tee It Up For The Task Force – a golf
fundraiser for the outreach and educational activities
of the Scott County Meth Task Force. For a listing of
the event’s generous corporate sponsors,
please see page 10.
Leesa Ablin
Janine Alcorn
Roxana DeMers
Michelle Jungels
LuAnne Lemke

Susan Moravec
Perry Mulcrone
Tony & Anne Newman
Stephen Odierna
Dean Opatz

James Taglia
Tom Theis
David Unmacht
Lezlie Vermillion

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Stories need to be collected, preserved
By Kathleen Klehr
SCHS Executive Director
People love stories. Whether you’re
three years old listening to storybooks
read by Mom or Dad, a pre-teen getting
scared by ghost stories told around a
campfire, a thirty-something hearing
your parents yet again relate embarrassing stories from your youth, or a grandparent relishing telling stories to grandchildren, stories are our way of passing
on knowledge, sharing fun, remembering great or sad times, and keeping us
connected to family, friends, hometowns, and special events. Stories are
also the hardest thing to save.
At the Scott County Historical Society, our mission is to preserve the past.
We do a good job with tangible items
such as clothing, photographs, tools, and
the like, and we wanted to apply that
principle to the stories of our communities. To that end, in 2006 we began asking local residents “…Do you remember when...?” in an effort to preserve the
intangible — their stories. Since then,
the Society has collected stories (oral
histories) of the 1930s through the 1950s
from Scott County residents. Many of
the stories were collected from World
War II veterans.
At the museum, we are surrounded
with items from the past, such as a cool
army helmet. A helmet is easily identifiable and has a familiar shape and
weight. Most people know immediately
it is part of a soldier’s equipment. However, if you add a story from the owner
of the helmet, the object takes on greater
meaning. Perhaps the soldier wore the
helmet when his unit stormed the
beaches at Normandy, or was part of the
invasion force at Bougainvillea. The
soldier may relate that the small dent on

Stories create an emotional
connection between tangible items
like this helmet, the soldier who wore
it, and you.

the side of the helmet was where a bullet hit, or the scrapes on the side were
when he slid down a ditch to evade a
sniper, or the water stains inside are from
his attempt to shave in the field. The
helmet is still a cool looking item, but
the stories create an emotional connection between the helmet, the soldier, and
you. In other words, stories breathe life
into objects — they help to make connections.
When the Scott County Historical
Society began its oral history project, our
goal was to collect and preserve the stories for future use. At that time, we envisioned transcribing them and placing
them in our research library. To achieve
that goal, we developed a collaboration
with the Shakopee Women’s Correctional Facility to transcribe the oral history tapes, a huge undertaking. The
women listen to the tapes and type,
word-for-word, the conversations between interviewers and narrators. This
is a time-consuming and frustrating task;
not only do they need to capture each

word, they need to double check the
spelling of proper names. In our County,
that can be difficult with all the Czech
and German names, not to mention the
spelling of cities and places around the
world. Once the transcriptions are completed, the Society sends a copy to the
narrator for review, and then places a
hard copy in its research library.
However, access to these stories is
limited to the Society’s research library
visitors. To increase access, the Society
applied for and received a Minnesota
Grant-In-Aid to digitize the oral history
tapes — another time consuming project.
We enlisted the help of a college intern
to organize paperwork, make sure transcriptions were completed, properly
digitize the tapes, and organize the digitized stories for use. Early on in this
project, we decided to focus on digitizing World War II veterans’ tapes first to
make them available for use in an upcoming exhibit. Those tapes are mostly
completed, but we still need help completing the digitizing project. (See below to volunteer for this project.)
We achieved our goal to save stories of Scott County between 1930 and
1950. The stories we collected are preserved as cassette tapes, hard copy transcriptions, and in digitized electronic
files. You can read the stories in our research library, hear segments of some
stories in exhibits, and soon be able to
listen to them online. Listening to those
stories is very moving; however, they
become even richer with a better understanding of the history of World War II
and that time period.
To add that richness, the Society
entered into a collaboration with Tom
Melchior to bring the World War II
veteran’s stories together in a book. By

choosing a book format, we are able to
add context to the stories and present a
local, personal perspective to the war.
The book includes an overview of World
War II and its significant battles while
at the same time weaving local veterans’
personal stories into that history. From
retrieving human remains from the
battleship Oklahoma, to serving meals
under fire on the island of Peleliu and
more, these stories bring a personal dimension and deeper understanding to
this period in history. It records youth
at home before the war, entry into the
armed forces, heroism of local men, their
service experiences, and return to civilian life. Creation of the book was funded
in part by a Minnesota Historical and
Cultural Heritage Grant (Legacy Grant),
awarded by the Minnesota Historical
Society. The Society is currently working to secure funding to publish the
book, titled Never Forgotten: Scott
County Minnesota World War II Veterans in late fall.
The Scott County Historical Society has come a long way toward achieving its goal to save Scott County stories
from 1930 to 1950. Since that time, the
Society has not only preserved the stories, it also entered into new collaborations, learned new technologies, shared
its expertise with students, and increased
access to some fantastic stories on the
history of Scott County and its relation
to the wider world.
Anyone interested in helping the
Society complete these projects, please
contact SCHS at (952) 445-0378 or
info@scottcountyhistory.org. All that is
needed is some time to spare, willingness to learn, and a desire to pitch-in to
preserve the past!

Historical Society plans Christmas teas, Kids Kraft
“Heroes Among Us: Scott County
World War II Veterans” — Exhibit
runs through August 2011. In this exhibit, you can listen to stories told by
WWII veterans, watch WWII video, and
gain an understanding of the experiences
these young men and women endured
during a pivotal period in our country’s
history. The exhibit is based on oral histories collected by County residents
since 2006. Regular admission, free for
members.
“GREAT SCOTT! Mysteries of
Scott County” Exhibit — Runs through
December 24, 2010. Through stories,
photographs, artifacts, and hands-on
interactivities, we delve into the questions of where Dan Patch is buried, why
holes were being dug on farms in Belle
Plaine during the 1950s, whether an
earthquake struck New Prague in 1860,
and just how many ghosts, goblins, and
other spooky folks are roaming around
the County!
History Hunt Geocaching -- Spend
some time this
fall as a “History
Hunter” in Scott
County. Join in
the search; information available
on the geocaching websites.
National Quilt Show will be held
Friday, October 14 &15: In collaboration with the National Quilt Show, visitors may view a variety of handcrafted
quilts on display in the Stans Museum
and Stans House.

Estate Planning Essentials -- Preserving Scott County history for the next
generation. Join us for coffee, dessert,
and an informative talk about how to
create your own legacy. Financial advisor Paul Youngs and estate planning expert Mike Cleary will take us from the
basic to the complex as we explore the
most efficient strategies for remembering your family and charitable organizations, including SCHS, in your estate.
Nov. 4 and 9 at p.m. at the Stans Museum. Please call (952) 445-0378 to
RSVP.
Make A
Face! Saturday, October
23. Create
your own
Halloween
mask at a
hands-on
workshop at
the Stans Museum from 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Register through Shakopee Community Education. (Small fee applies.)
Kids Kraft – On Saturday, October
30, Kids Kraft returns for another year
of great reading and crafts! Grab the
kids and head to the Stans Museum for
some Saturday morning family fun, including a rousing good story and a craft,
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. This event
is free, but registration is required.
Clue Tournament – Saturday, November 6, 1 - 4 p.m. Match your sleuthing wits in our first-ever SCHS Clue
Tournament. Register through Shakopee Community Education, or call (952)

445-0378. (A small fee applies.)
Kids Kraft — Saturday, November
20 (before Thanksgiving). Grab the kids
and head to the Stans Museum for some
Saturday morning family fun, including
a rousing good story and a craft, from
10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. This event is
free, but registration is required.
SCHS is closed Thursday and Friday, November 25 and 26 for the
Thanksgiving Holiday.
Girl’s Christmas Tea — Thursday,
December 9, at 6:30 p.m., and Saturday
morning, December 11, at 10:00 a.m.
Enjoy holiday fun learning about a
Czech Christmas and enjoying a relaxing cup of tea. Reservations required,
and a small fee applies.
Adult Christmas Tea — Thursday
evening, December 16, at 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of holiday fun learning about a Czech Christmas and enjoying a relaxing cup of tea. Reservations
required, and a small fee applies .
SCHS is closed on Friday December 24 for the Christmas holiday, and
December 31 for the New Year’s holiday.
“Picture This: Then & Now” —
Exhibit opening, Thursday evening,
January 6. Students from Scott County
high schools display artwork created
from photos of historic sites in Scott
County. Look for more information in
the coming months.

All Things Minnesota Book Club
– meets at 6:30
p.m., the third
Thursday of
each month at
SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters…
Crochet/Knitters Welcome Too! Return to SCHS September 23! Meets the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. Bring your needles, yarn, fabric,
and trim for a fun evening of needlecraft.
Beginners, masters, and all handcrafters
welcome!
*** Check us out on Facebook at
Scott County Historical Museum, and
follow us on twitter@ScottCountyHist
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the
Scott County
Historical Society. Fees
may
be
charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378 or email info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
Become a Member!
Membership benefits include:
Free admission to the museum, research
library, and select programs; your donation is 100 percent tax deductible; quarterly Connections newsletter; 10 percent
discount on copies and museum store
purchases; invitations to special events,
exhibit openings, and lectures; and your
preservation support of Scott County
history!
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Marshwatch Farms
izers, no insecticides, and no herbicides,
we are keeping the land in its natural
state… Prairie grasses and wildflowers
once covered vast areas of Minnesota,
providing abundant habitat for wildlife,
preventing soil from eroding and protecting water quality and aquatic environments. We are hoping to bring the
land back into balance.”
And the birds and wildlife have already taken notice. Both Joe and Terrie
said it is common to see Bald Eagles,
red-tailed hawks, trumpeter swans, and
sand hill cranes nesting and flying over
the small lake. When they say
Marshwatch Farms is a place “…where
farming and nature work together,” they
are not exaggerating. Walking trails
weave through the property as well.
The key to their approach to conservation is that it must be sustainable.
“As the season turns, so does the soil at
the Adams farm,” Terrie said. “Several
of the beds have been tilled, and the
fields that were fallow in the summer
months have been plowed.” She has
planted some of the beds in salad greens
in hopes for a late frost and more salads
close to the end of the growing season.
Joe’s next project is caring for the rest
of the beds, planting white and red clover for winter mulch in the fallow fields.
“If the weather cooperates, the clover will grow well into December and
renew the soil,” he explained. When precipitation is needed, the couple uses a
drip irrigation system where each 250foot bed has one or two independently
controlled drip tapes. “Not a drop of
water is wasted,” Joe added.
Joe and Terrie are not only living a
life that emphasizes balance and land
care. They also belong to several farm
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networking groups and are always open
to new ideas and opinions – Minnesota
Grown, the Land Stewardship Partnership, and Sustainable Farming. Joe became so involved with conservation that
he now serves as a member of the Watershed Planning Commission for the
Scott Watershed Management Organization and monitors the Farm Advisory
Commission of the Scott County Board.
A tranquil setting
Looking around, there are blooming gardens everywhere – a memorial
garden in honor of some friends who’ve
died, a sunflower garden, an herb garden, a butterfly garden, and a children’s
garden. Down the hill near the lake, berries grow next to bee hives that belong
to a local beekeeper. All in harmony.
They hope their conservation efforts and
cooperative strategies will catch on and
other organic cooperatives will start popping up throughout Scott County.
Terrie summed it up best. “We are
into human development – through conservation and education.” A former
teacher and executive coach, she always
stressed partnerships as her philosophy
in life. “Now Mother Nature is our partner – and boy, does she teach?” Both
laughed, because they know how unpredictable farming can be… too much or
too little rain, insects, soil conditions,
wind, and other elements. Joe said they
always kid each other, saying, “If you
want to make God laugh, tell Him your
plans.”
They believe their operation is “human scale,” connecting personally with
others to promote healthy lifestyles, education, and produce. The couple hopes
to hold a member potluck, canning
workshops and a fall cleanup event.

SWCD Tree Program expands
Sale includes prairie seed mixes, rain barrels
Since the 1940s, the Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) in
Jordan has been selling high-quality
seedlings to Scott County residents. In
the last 20 years alone, the District has
sold more than 1.275 million young
starter trees and shrubs. In fact, many of
the mature windbreaks you see throughout Scott County are plants purchased
through this program. Whether you own
a small lot or large acreage, we have the
quality and selection you need to add
fruit and seed-bearing trees for wildlife,
start an ash tree replacement plan, or
establish a windbreak for beauty and
home energy savings. This year, the program has been expanded to include not
only 37 varieties of deciduous seedlings,
conifers, and shrubs, but also three kinds
of native prairie seed mixes and rain
barrels. We have everything you need to
help beautify your landscape, attract
wildlife and promote a healthy environment!
Trees and Shrubs
Deciduous - $30/25 seedlings
Aspen, Quaking; Birch, Paper and
River; Cherry, Black; Crabapple, Flowering; Hackberry Hawthorn; Washington (new!); Linden, American; Maple,
Rubrum (Red), Silver, and Sugar; Oak,
Mixed (Red, White, and Burr), Northern, and White; Plum, American; Poplar, Siouxland; Walnut, Black; Willow,
Laurel Leaf
Conifers (Evergreens) $35/25 seedlings
Cedar, Eastern Red and White; Fir,
Balsam; Pine, Norway and White;
Spruce, Black Hills and Colorado;
Tamarack (new!)
Shrubs - $30/25 seedlings
Chokeberry, Black; Cranberry,
Highbush; Dogwood, Red Osier and
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Silky (new!); Elderberry; Hazelnut,
American (new!); Lilac, Common
Purple; Nannyberry; Ninebark, Common; Serviceberry (Juneberry); Sumac,
Smooth (new!)
Native Prairie Seed Mixes (great
for small acreage landowners)
Convert part of your lawn to a beautiful, natural landscape that helps wildlife and protects natural resources. Three
types of seed mixes are available. Call
(952)
492-5425
or
visit
www.scottswcd.org for more information and prices.
Rain Barrels gaining popularity
Collecting rainfall from your roof
helps reduce
stormwater runoff and conserves our water
resources. Last
year alone, the
Scott SWCD
sold 225 of
these attractive,
plastic brown
barrel
rain
catchers. Naturally soft rain
water is perfect for everything from
watering your potted and bedded flower
plants to car and window washing. The
rain barrels come with all parts and are
easy to install.
For order forms and additional details on this year’s program, call the Scott
SWCD office in Jordan at (952) 4925425 or visit www.scottswcd.org for
photos and specifics. Customer order
pickup will take place in mid-April at
the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.

Native prairies include native grasses and flowering plants.

Funds available for native
prairie restoration projects
Scott County landowners interested
in restoring cropland to native prairie can
now take advantage of a program offered
by the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO).
Through 2011, the Native Grass
Prairie Program is providing up to $175
per acre per year (for 10 years) and 50
percent of costs for establishing native
grasses. Seeding can occur as early as
this fall, after existing crops are harvested. The seed mix includes 15 species of native grasses and flowering
plants. This program is available for
landowners in select areas within Scott

County where prairie restoration was
identified as a cost-effective solution to
protecting and improving local streams
and lakes. These areas include land that
is currently being farmed in the Townships of Belle Plaine, Sand Creek, Helena, Cedar Lake and Louisville, as well
as in portions of Spring Lake and New
Market Townships.
This program is made possible by a
Clean Water Fund grant awarded to the
WMO. To find out if you are eligible or
for more information, contact Dave
Rickert at the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425.

Help brighten the holidays for others
The Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women needs your help to make
sure that the holidays are as bright as they can be for families dealing with
domestic violence in Carver and Scott Counties. Through the Gifts of Hope
event held each December, the Alliance is able to assist parents with holiday
gifts for their children and see the wonder and excitement of the season.
Please consider donating a gift or two to this event. Gift cards, cash,
electonic games, jewelry, watches, DVDs, tool sets, perfume, snow sleds,
snow boards and makeup sets are all popular gifts. Call (952) 873-4214 for
more information. Donations need to be received by December 8, 2010.

