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The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-focused services.
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Navigating the legal system
County’s Law Library provides helpful resources

Farm Family of Year
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A young man came into the Scott
County Law Library located in the
Government Center seeking information about making a motion to reduce his court-ordered probationary
period. When he left minutes later,
KH KDG WKH IRUP WR ¿OH WKH PRWLRQ
with District Court, a link to a video
to explain how to proceed, and additional information to help him understand the terms and questions on
the form provided by Mary Freyberg, the law librarian.
A while later, another man came
LQ WR VHH KRZ KH FRXOG ¿QG RXW
DERXWDMXGJPHQWWKDWKDGEHHQ¿OHG
against him when he refused to pay
his rent seven years earlier because
of a dispute with his landlord. He
wasn’t sure about the amount he
owed, or the date of the judgment
(they last for 10 years, and can
be renewed if not settled), but he
did know that it showed up on his
credit report every time he applied
for credit, and that was causing him
problems. Freyberg was able to help
KLP ¿QG WKH FDVH LQ WKH 'LVWULFW
Court records and explain to him
where to get additional information
about how to remove or challenge
the judgment.
“We’re here to offer resources,”
said Freyberg, who has worked as
the law librarian for 15 years. “People often come in here very frustrated because they have a crisis in their

Scott County Law Librarian Mary Freyberg provides resources and
referrals for patrons.

lives. They’re often referred here
when they go to district court administration looking for assistance. A lot
of them worry about asking questions
of an attorney because of the costs,
and we can provide resources to help
them navigate the legal system. However, there are many instances where
we still recommend an attorney because we don’t give legal advice.”
The Scott County Law Library is
one of the busiest in the state, even
though it is one of the smallest. It
RFFXSLHV D VPDOO VSDFH RQ WKH ¿UVW
ÀRRU RI WKH -XVWLFH &HQWHU DGMDFHQW
to District Court Administration. It
is solely supported by $10 fees that

DUHDGGHGWR¿QHVRQWUDI¿FWLFNHWVDQG
¿OLQJ IHHV IRU PDQ\ RWKHU FRXUW SURceedings. Law libraries are mandated
by state statute and must be located in
the county courthouse. “Ninety percent
of the people who come into the Law
Library are here because of a courtrelated proceeding, so it’s appropriate
to have it located in the courthouse,”
said Freyberg.
However, Law Library patrons can
DOVR ¿QG D YDULHW\ RI FRQVXPHU LQIRUmation, such as publications from the
0LQQHVRWD $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO¶V 2I¿FH
on topics such as credit, home selling, home building and remodeling,
LAW LIBRARY to Page 11

Met Council representation increases
Growth in County results in district changes
Growth in the southwest suburban area resulted in Scott County
being divided among two Metropolitan Council districts when the
Legislature completed redistricting
this spring.
Gary Van Eyll, a former city
council member and mayor of Chaska, continues to represent the majority of Scott County on the Metropolitan Council, but Wendy Wulff,
a former Lakeville City Council
member, now represents Elko New
Market and the townships of New
Market, Cedar Lake, Spring Lake,
and Credit River. (Previously, Van
Eyll represented all of Scott County
and Wulff represented only parts of
Dakota County.)
Van Eyll was appointed to the
Council in 2011 by Gov. Mark DayWRQ :XOII ZDV ¿UVW DSSRLQWHG WR
her position in 2009 by Gov. Tim
Pawlenty, and she was the only
Council member who was reapSRLQWHG DIWHU 'D\WRQ WRRN RI¿FH
Her redrawn district runs from Elko
New Market all the way to Hastings,
covering the southern part of Dakota
County.
Wulff and Van Eyll have been
attending the Scott County Associa-

Metropolitan Council member Wendy Wulff visited with Elko New Market
Mayor Tony Gabriel (center) and City Administrator Thomas Terry
following a recent SCALE meeting.

WLRQ IRU /HDGHUVKLS DQG (I¿FLHQF\
(SCALE) meetings each month in
order to learn more about the concerns and needs of their constituents. “Those are great meetings to
attend,” said Van Eyll. “They help

keep me informed about Scott County
issues, and there’s always time to visit
ZLWK ORFDO RI¿FLDOV DIWHUZDUGV DERXW
concerns that come up involving the
Met Council.”
MET COUNCIL REPS to page 13
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Encouraging economic development
In a recent opinion piece, Michael Langley (CEO for GreaterMSP) noted that
this region’s future is “bright and … poised for global success.” And Scott County
has positioned itself well to be a part of this success. Over the past several months,
there has been a lot to read in newspapers about some notable economic development achievements here. From major corporations like Emerson, Datacard, and
PRVWUHFHQWO\6KXWWHUÀ\WRDYDULHW\RIVPDOOHUEXVLQHVVHV HJ&RPSDVV0LOHstone AV, and My Pillow), we’ve seen dozens of businesses relocate to or expand
within Scott County… bringing more than $450 million in total investments and
providing more than 3,100 (direct) jobs.
:KLOHVRPHRIWKLVHFRQRPLFJURZWKLVQDWXUDOO\RFFXUULQJDVLJQL¿FDQWDPRXQW
is being encouraged by actions taken by local government. Over the past several
years, local governments have concentrated efforts through the Scott County AsVRFLDWLRQIRU/HDGHUVKLSDQG(I¿FLHQF\ 6&$/( RQWUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGHFRQRPLF
development. With a goal to position the County and our communities for the
eventual end to the Great Recession, the SCALE partners have worked diligently to
PDNHVLJQL¿FDQWLPSURYHPHQWVLQRXUWUDQVSRUWDWLRQV\VWHPVSDUWQHUZLWK*UHDWHU063WRPDUNHWRXUUHJLRQGHYHORSDXQL¿HGSODQWRSURPRWHHFRQRPLFGHYHORSment, and create a shared local resource – a.k.a., the First Stop Shop -- to provide
information and assistance to the private sector, our cities, and our regional partners. And as with any focused effort, these actions have prompted questions and
VWLUUHGVRPHGHEDWHDPRQJRXUFLWL]HQVDQGHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVDOLNH
)LUVW WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ  2U PRUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ SURMHFWV  1RZ WKDW
we’re winding out of the construction season, have the investments we’ve made
in transportation been valuable? Were those temporary commuter headaches and
WUDI¿FVQDUOVZRUWKLW"7KHVLPSOHDQVZHUDUHVRXQGLQJyes! Investments in transportation, whether through road construction projects or improvements to our pubOLFWUDQVLWV\VWHPSURYLGHJHQXLQHEHQH¿WVWRDOORXUUHVLGHQWV$ZHOOGHYHORSHG
transportation system is crucial to the economic vitality of our County; further, the
investments in our highways, trails, and public transportation systems both create
and provide access to jobs. The simple fact is that businesses (both commercial
and retail) are much more likely to locate and expand in areas that have regionally
linked, mature, multi-modal transportation systems… it allows them to tap into a
larger workforce (and increases property values to boot).
With improvements either completed or in process at 494 and 169; 13 and 101;
WKHULYHUFURVVLQJDQG&RXQW\5RDGVDQGDQGH[SDQVLRQLQRXUWUDQVLWV\VWHPZHKDYHVHHQVLJQL¿FDQWSURJUHVVZLWKLQRXUFRPmunities towards achieving this more robust, connected system. However, much
remains to be done. Interchange improvements at I-35 and County Road 2; 169
DQGDQGDQGQHHGVWREHHYDOXDWHGDQGSODQQHG$QGH[SDQGLQJDQG
providing more options, better trail connections, and improved public transit connections will all become increasingly important.
Second, public incentives. To be certain, public incentives – whether through
WD[LQFUHPHQW¿QDQFLQJWD[DEDWHPHQWGLUHFWDFFHVVWRSXEOLF¿EHULQIUDVWUXFWXUH
waiving of fees, or providing forgivable loans – have always been controversial.
How do you determine which companies should get tax breaks? And further, how
do these tax incentives impact the tax bills of other residents and businesses? Determining who gets what type of tax incentive is an issue that local governments
have struggled with for decades, and generally spur lots of debate in the larger
community.
:KLOH HDFK LQFHQWLYH LV D VSHFL¿F WRRO WKDW ORFDO JRYHUQPHQWV FDQ XVH WR DLG
or compel a project to move forward, they have different impacts to both the local government and other taxpayers. Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is generDOO\XVHGZKHUHWKHUHDUHVLJQL¿FDQWLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLPSURYHPHQWVWKDWQHHGWREH
completed, a need for senior housing, or a need for the revitalization of downtown
areas. The creation of a “TIF district” allows the taxes generated on the increase in
land value due to market adjustments and the new improvement values to be used
to offset the costs of the improvements.
Abatement is a more direct incentive to the business, as the taxes generated by
the new building construction (value) are abated (returned) to the business. The
land value is never abated, however, and all market adjustments to it are retained
locally (as they would have been without the project). The abatement dollars requested are reviewed by all government units that are a party to the abatement
agreement, as they need to be addressed during the budget process. Abatement is
Top of the SCENE to page 3

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through December 2013
October 15
October 22
October 29

----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

November 5
November 12
November 19
November 26

-----

County Board meeting
2014 County Board Planning Workshop
County Board meeting
no meeting

December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24
December 31

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
FRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on the
following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per
diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions
or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@
co.scott.mn.us RUYLDHPDLODW  )RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿F
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County
Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please
note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible for be reappointed for
another term.
All Hazards Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one at-large vacancy on this
committee. The All Hazards Committee was formed after the events of September 11,
2001 in order to bring various agencies and organizations throughout Scott County together
to discuss and plan for all types of emergency and/or disaster incidents and events. The
LGHQWL¿HG JRDOV RI WKH FRPPLWWHH DUH WKDW DOO VWDNHKROGHUV ZLOO XQGHUVWDQG WKH UROHV
responsibilities, limitations, and capabilities of each and all response agencies; to reduce
unnecessary duplication of services; and identify missing service gaps. The Committee
meets quarterly.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently,
there are seven vacancies, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large vacancies.
The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all
applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of
land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board for the
unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds
public hearings and makes decisions on variance requests. These Boards meet the second
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (3 vacancies). There are currently three
vacancies on this Board in Commissioner Districts 1, 2, and 3. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff,
MXGJHVDWWRUQH\VVRFLDOVHUYLFHVSHUVRQQHOHGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YHFLWL]HQ
members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed
to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from
various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other
month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Community Development Agency (CDA) (1 vacancy). Currently, there is a vacancy
on this Board in Commissioner District 2. The mission of the CDA is to strengthen the
communities of Scott County by providing affordable housing opportunities to low and
moderate income families, promoting economic development, and fostering coordination
of public and private resources. The CDA meets on the second Tuesday of each month at
4:00 p.m.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner
District 1. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists
in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional
staff to improve the quality of life and to enhance the economy and environment through
education, applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The
Committee meets four times per year (Wednesday evenings, 5:15 p.m.).
Human Services Resource Council (11 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three
representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are eleven vacancies on
the council, with vacancies in all the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation
of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and
services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the
Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans,
programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on
the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.

/RFDODQGVWDWHRI¿FLDOVJDWKHUHGODVWPRQWKIRUWKHJURXQGEUHDNLQJRIWKH
6KXWWHUÀ\ IDFLOLW\ LQ 6KDNRSHH 0RUH JURXQGEUHDNLQJV DUH H[SHFWHG LQ WKH
IXWXUHLQ6FRWW&RXQW\DVORFDORI¿FLDOVZRUNWRHQFRXUDJHHFRQRPLFJURZWK
Pictured above, left to right, are Commissioner Dave Menden, Rep. Mike
Beard, Commissioners Barbara Marschall and Jon Ulrich, Gov. Mark Dayton,
Sen. Eric Pratt, and Commissioner Tom Wolf.

Library Board of Advisors (2 vacancies). There are currently two openings on this Board,
one each in Commissioner District 4 and 5. The Library Board of Advisors consists of one
representative from each Commissioner District. Members serve three-year terms, and are
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Meeting set to
discuss fair farm
rental agreements

Property taxes due
Most second half property taxes are due
October 15, with taxes on agricultural properties due November 15. Taxes may be
mailed or dropped off at the Scott County
Government Center or the Elko New Market
Library/Service Center (see hours below). All
Scott County libraries will accept property tax
payments during regular hours through October. 15.

Elko New Market Service
Center open at library
Services offered at the Elko New Market
Service Center include:
0RWRUYHKLFOH
license tabs and title
transfers
'ULYHU¶VOLFHQVH
change of address
%RDWVQRZPRELOH
and ATV licenses
*DPHDQG¿VKOLFHQVHV
3URSHUW\WD[SD\PHQWV
0DUULDJHOLFHQVHDSSOLFDWLRQV
1RWDU\VHUYLFHDQGQRWDU\¿OLQJV
&HUWL¿HGFRSLHVRIELUWKGHDWKDQG
PDUULDJHFHUWL¿FDWHV
3XUFKDVHRIUDGRQWHVWNLWV
'URSRIIRIUHDOHVWDWHWLWOHGRFXPHQWV
+RPHVWHDGDSSOLFDWLRQV
%XLOGLQJSHUPLWSLFNXS XSRQUHTXHVW
9RWHUUHJLVWUDWLRQDEVHQWHHYRWLQJ
applications

Art Crawl display
Paintings, photography, sculpture, jewelry, glass
art, and more were on display during the annual
Scott County Art Crawl held Saturday, Oct. 5. Four
art stops, including one (pictured above) at the
Environmental Learning Center in Savage, and
nine artist studios attracted hundreds of visitors.





Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00 p.m. – 8:00
p.m. (closed for lunch from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.)
Tuesdays and Fridays 10:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m.(closed for lunch from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.)
Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Please call (952) 496-8337 with questions.

Landlords, farmers, and agri-business professionals should plan to attend a free informational meeting
VSRQVRUHGE\WKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD([WHQVLRQ
RQ:HGQHVGD\1RYDWSPDWWKH6FRWW&RXQty Extension and Conservation Building conference
room (located on the fairgrounds) to discuss how to
QHJRWLDWHDIDLUDQGSUR¿WDEOHIDUPUHQWDODJUHHPHQW
:LWKQHDUUHFRUGFRUQDQGVR\EHDQSULFHVDQGUHcord farm land values, farmland rental rates have never
been higher, so negotiating a fair rental agreement that
VDWLV¿HVWKHODQGRZQHUDQGWKHIDUPHUFDQEHDFKDOlenge. David Bau, Extension Educator in Ag Business
0DQDJHPHQW ZLOO SURYLGH SURYLGH LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG
assistance everal ways: providing examples, distributing factsheets, and working off of worksheets to determine a fair farm land rental rate for both parties.
:RUNVKHHWVZLOOH[DPLQHFRVWVDQGZKDWLVDIfordable rent that a farmer will be able to pay in 2014,
the rate of return to the landlord at current market valXHVDQGH[DPLQHÀH[LEOHUHQWDODJUHHPHQWV
&RQWDFW $EE\ 1HX DW    IRU IXUWKHU
details or other scheduling options.

What is MNsure, and what will it do?
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) expands health
insurance coverage to millions of Americans. As of
2FWHDFKVWDWHQHHGVWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQDQRQOLQHPDUNHWSODFH 01VXUHLV 0LQQHVRWD¶V RQOLQH PDUNHWSODFH
where individuals, families, and small businesses will
EHDEOHWRJHWTXDOLW\DIIRUGDEOHKHDOWKFRYHUDJHWKDW
¿WVWKHLUEXGJHW016XUHZLOORIIHU4XDOL¿HG+HDOWK
Plans for individuals who currently buy health insurance on their own, are looking for a more affordable
option, or are not currently insured. Some individuals
PD\TXDOLI\IRUQRFRVWRUORZFRVWFRYHUDJH
01VXUHRIIHUV DQ HDV\WRXVH ZHEVLWH ZKHUH \RX
can search and compare plans (www.mnsure.org); a
hotline you can call to talk with someone about your

Commissioners’ Corner
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RSWLRQV  DQGFRYHUDJHWKDWZLOOEHgin Jan. 1, 2014.
7KRVHZKRZLOOEHQH¿WIURP01VXUHDUHLQGLYLGXals who are not covered under an employer’s plan and
small businesses with up to 50 employees. Large emSOR\HUVZLOOEHDEOHWRDFFHVVWKHSURJUDPLQ
,QGLYLGXDOV ZKR DUH FXUUHQWO\ HQUROOHG LQ 0HGLFDO$VVLVWDQFH 0$ DQG0LQQHVRWD&DUHdo not need
WRWDNHDFWLRQWKURXJK01VXUHDWWKLVWLPH0$DQG
0LQQHVRWD&DUHHQUROOHHVZLOOEHPDLOHGDQRWLFHEHIRUH
their next renewal in 2014 advising them on what steps
WKH\QHHGWRWDNHWRFRQWLQXHWKHLUFRYHUDJH01VXUH
does not help veterans receiving care through the VetHUDQV$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRULQGLYLGXDOVRQ0HGLFDUH

Top of the SCENE

eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in the formation of the a tool that is usually reserved for larger
Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources on library services that meet projects and is targeted at businesses
the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future services; and guides the creation of that:
DEXGJHWWKDWUHÀHFWVLGHQWL¿HGFXVWRPHUQHHGV7KH%RDUGUHFRPPHQGVRSHUDWLQJSROLFLHV * Will actually grow the local
for the public library system and, by statute, is responsible for the content of the library economy by attracting businesses that
collection. The Board currently meets on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
generate their earnings from outside
Each year, one meeting is held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott County
the county, region, state, and nation.
Law Library and four meetings are held at Library Administration (Shakopee).
Mental Health Local Advisory Council (3 vacancies). Currently, there are three at-large
vacancies on this Council. Anyone with an interest in mental health services may apply.
Consumers or family members of consumers of mental health services, adults who received
mental health services as children or adolescents, and representatives of Scott County’s
minority population are particularly encouraged to apply. The Council meets every other
month on the fourth Tuesday at 4:00 p.m.
Parks Advisory Commission (7 vacancies). Currently, there are seven vacancies on this
Committee, one in each Commissioner District and two at-large positions. The purpose of
the Parks Advisory Commission is to provide leadership and direction to staff and elected
RI¿FLDOVLQWKHDUHDRISDUNVWUDLOVDQGRSHQVSDFHSODQQLQJDQGLPSOHPHQWDWLRQ0HPEHUV
advise the County Board on program priorities and planning for parks, trails, and open space,
and review and recommend proposed annual work plans and budgets. Commission members
represent the citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community ambassadors. The
3DUNV$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQW\SLFDOO\PHHWVWKH¿UVW:HGQHVGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDWSP
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (4
vacancies). Currently, there are vacancies representing the Southwest portion and the
&UHGLW 5LYHU :DWHUVKHG DV ZHOO DV WZR DWODUJH SRVLWLRQV  7KH 6FRWW :02 :DWHUVKHG
3ODQQLQJ&RPPLVVLRQUHYLHZVDQGPDNHVUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVRQWKH&RPSUHKHQVLYH:DWHU
5HVRXUFH 0DQDJHPHQW 3ODQ EXGJHWV DQG SURJUDP SULRULWLHV WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH
&RPSUHKHQVLYH :DWHU 5HVRXUFH 0DQDJHPHQW 3ODQ DQG DVVRFLDWHG SURJUDP JRUDOV DQG
SURMHFWV7KHFRPPLVVLRQFRQVLVWVRIVHYHQPHPEHUVUHSUHVHQWLQJVSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV
7KLV%RDUGPHHWVRQWKHIRXUWK0RQGD\RIHDFKPRQWKDWSP
Commissioner Districts:
x District 1, Commissioner Joe Wagner: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan
(precincts 1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and
Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
Creek Townships.
x District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The CiWLHVRI(ONR1HZ0DUNHWDQG3ULRU
/DNH SUHFLQFWVDQG DQG&HGDU/DNH&UHGLW5LYHU1HZ0DUNHWDQG6SULQJ
Lake Townships.
x District 3, Commissioner Dave Menden: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4,
$DQG%
x District 4, Commissioner Barbara Marschall: The Cities of Prior Lake
SUHFLQFWV$%DQG DQG6KDNRSHH SUHFLQFWVDQG 
x District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

The economy can only grow when
dollars are brought in from the outside;
* Aid a major business moving into
RUPDNLQJDVLJQL¿FDQWH[SDQVLRQ
in our community by offsetting a part
of the “start-up” costs that will allow
them to retain funds to invest in growth
– which is good for the business and
the community;
* Aid in further diversifying our
local economy so that we can better
withstand economic downturns;
* Brings livable wage jobs with
JRRGEHQH¿WV to the community, and
as such, will spur other economic
activity – what is referred to as “spinoff” jobs.
0LQQHVRWD¶VUDWKHUXQLTXH UHDGWRtally confusing for almost everyone)
system of taxing property within a jurisdiction provides for differing impacts
upon other taxpayers when a TIF or
DEDWHPHQWLVDSSURYHG:KLOHWKHLQGLvidual value of a property is important
LQWKHHTXDWLRQLQWKLVVWDWHWKHUHDOFDOculator is that value in comparison to
RWKHUSURSHUWLHVZLWKLQWKHDUHD2EYL-

From Page 2

ously, the size of the “value pool” plays
DVLJQL¿FDQWUROH
:KHQ D 7,) GLVWULFW LV FUHDWHG WKH
general impact to other properties is
neutral (as the value of the development is not included in the calculations
of the local government’s tax capacity).
In other words, it does not increase the
size of the “value pool,” so it does not
change the value relationship of other
properties within the pool.
However, the use of tax abatement
LV GLIIHUHQW IRU WKH WD[SD\HU  :KHQ D
development has its taxes abated, the
added valuation created by the development is added to the “value pool”
(known as tax capacity). Taxes are collected on the property and then returned
DEDWHG WRWKHEXVLQHVV2WKHUSURSHUties within the taxing jurisdiction benH¿W E\ WKH LQFUHDVHG VL]H RI WKH ³YDOXH
pool,” as the percentage of their values
within the larger pool are decreased
(which can result in a lowering of their
tax obligation).
As our national, regional, and local economies continue to slowly improve, it is imperative that we position
our communities to be competitive in
the global economy. A continued focus
on transportation, education, broadband
infrastructure, and collaborative and effective local governments will be essential to our future success.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.
mn.us.
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Healthy SCENE
By Merrilee Brown
Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Do it for others; do it for the herd!
My mother was a very caring woman. She cared a great deal for my dad, my
EURWKHUDQGPH6KHDOZD\VSXWXV¿UVW6KHDOVRWDXJKWPHWRFDUHIRUDQGDERXW
others. She taught me to care about “the herd.”
6ROHW¶VWDFNOHWKHWRSLFRIÀXYDFFLQDWLRQV:KHQPRUHSHRSOHDUHYDFFLQDWHG
the overall likelihood of people who aren’t vaccinated getting the disease goes down
VLJQL¿FDQWO\*HWWLQJYDFFLQDWHGDJDLQVWLQÀXHQ]DSURWHFWVWKRVHPRUHYXOQHUDEOH
in the community – your children, your grandparents, pregnant women, and those
with weaker immune systems. If you don’t want to get vaccinated for yourself, do
it for someone else and protect the herd!
:KDWLVLQÀXHQ]D ÀX "
,QÀXHQ]DLVDFRQWDJLRXVUHVSLUDWRU\GLVHDVHWKDWFDQEHSUHYHQWHGE\LPPXQL]DWLRQ,WLVQRWWKHVDPHDVWKH³VWRPDFKÀX´)OXLVFDXVHGE\DYLUXVWKDWDWWDFNVWKH
nose, throat, and lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness, and can lead to death.
:KDWDUHWKHV\PSWRPVRIÀX"
,QÀXHQ]DV\PSWRPVFRPHRQTXLFNO\LQWKHIRUPRIIHYHUGU\FRXJKVRUHWKURDW
headache, extreme tiredness, stuffed-up nose, and body aches. These symptoms can
be severe and put you in bed for several days.
+RZLVWKHÀXGLIIHUHQWIURPDFROG"
$FROGJHQHUDOO\VWD\VXSLQWKHKHDGZKLOHWKHÀXEULQJVERG\DFKHVIHYHUDQG
extreme fatigue. A person with a cold will usually keep up his or her normal activiWLHVZKLOHVRPHRQHZLWKWKHÀXZLOORIWHQIHHOWRRVLFNWRGRVR
,QRIWKHODVW86LQÀXHQ]DVHDVRQVWKHYLUXVHVLQWKHYDFFLQHKDYHEHHQ
ZHOOPDWFKHG WR WKH SUHGRPLQDQW FLUFXODWLQJ YLUXV 7KLV VHDVRQ WKUHH LQÀXHQ]D
YLUXVHVDUHFLUFXODWLQJ,QÀXHQ]D$ +1 ,QÀXHQ]D$ +1 DQG,QÀXHQ]D%
Massachusetts. The “trivalent” vaccine is formulated to cover these strains. The
QHZHU³TXDGULYDOHQW´YDFFLQHDOVRSURWHFWVDJDLQVWWKH,QÀXHQ]D%%ULVEDQHVWUDLQ
Over the course of the season, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) will evaluate
how close a match there is between circulating viruses and the vaccine.
7KH&'&UHFRPPHQGVLQÀXHQ]DYDFFLQHIRUHYHU\RQHZKRLVDWOHDVWVL[PRQWKV
of age. It is especially important for those who are considered high-risk for the illness, including:
x Those with chronic medical conditions, including asthma, diabetes, and
lung problems.
x Pregnant women.
x Those 65 years and older.
x Caregivers or household members of the above individuals, and infants.
7KH ³ÀX VKRW´ LV DQ inactivated vaccine containing killed virus that is given
with a needle, and is approved for those over six months of age, including healthy
people, and those with chronic medical problems.
&DQ\RXJHWWKHÀXIURPWKHÀXVKRW"
No.6RPHSHRSOHGRJHWPLOGÀXOLNHV\PSWRPVIRUDVKRUWWLPHDIWHUEHLQJYDFcinated, but this is a sign that your body is responding to the vaccine and giving you
protection. ,WLVQRWWKHÀX Also, because there are many cold viruses circulating
in the fall, it is possible that a person could be infected and become ill at the same
WLPHWKH\UHFHLYHWKHÀXYDFFLQH
There are a few individuals who should notJHWDÀXYDFFLQHZLWKRXW¿UVWFKHFNing with a physician. These include those with an allergy to chicken eggs (an inJUHGLHQWLQÀXYDFFLQH WKRVHZKRKDGDVHYHUHUHDFWLRQ QRWMXVWWHQGHUQHVVDQG
mild pain at the injection site, low grade fever, or aches), and those with a history
of Guillain-Barre Syndrome (a severe progressive paralytic illness).
7KH &'& UHFRPPHQGV WKDW SHRSOH JHW YDFFLQDWHG DV VRRQ DV ÀX YDFFLQH EHFRPHVDYDLODEOHLQWKHLUFRPPXQLW\,QÀXHQ]DYLUXVHVDUHXQSUHGLFWDEOHZLWKWKH
ÀXVHDVRQVRPHWLPHVVWDUWLQJDVHDUO\DV2FWREHUEXWPRVWRIWHQLQ)HEUXDU\RU
March. It takes about two weeks after vaccination for antibodies to develop in the
body and provide protection.
:KLOHWKHÀXYDFFLQHLVWKHVLQJOHEHVWZD\WRSUHYHQWWKHÀXSURWHFWLRQFDQYDU\
widely depending on who is being vaccinated (in addition to how well-matched the
ÀXYDFFLQHLVZLWKFLUFXODWLQJYLUXVHV ,QJHQHUDOWKHÀXYDFFLQHZRUNVEHVWDPRQJ
healthy adults and older children. (Remember, this is about protecting yourself and
the herd!) Some older people and people with certain chronic illnesses might develop less immunity than healthy children and adults after vaccination, but they
should still be vaccinated.
One special focus of the CDC is the vaccination of all health care personnel.
In the 2011 season, 63.5 percent of health care personnel were vaccinated against
LQÀXHQ]D±IDUIURPWKHQDWLRQDOJRDORISHUFHQW,QWKH0LQQHVRWD'HSDUWment of Health (MDH) developed the “FluSafe” program, helping hospitals and
nursing homes track their employee vaccination rates through the use of the state
immunization registry. Hospitals participating in FluSafe had an average vaccinaWLRQUDWHRISHUFHQWDQGQXUVLQJKRPHVKDGDUDWHRISHUFHQW$WWKHFORVH
of the most recent season, St. Gertrude’s Health and Rehab Center in Shakopee
received an award from MDH for attaining a rate between 70 to 79 percent.
Scott County Public Health would like to remind you of our immunization serYLFHV,QÀXHQ]DYDFFLQHLVDYDLODEOHWRFKLOGUHQDQGDGXOWVZKRGRQRWKDYHLQVXUDQFHRUWKRVHZKRDUHLQVXUHGEXWGRQRWKDYHFRYHUDJHIRULQÀXHQ]DYDFFLQH%RWK
WKHUHJXODUÀXVKRWDQGWKHQDVDOVSUD\LVDYDLODEOH2XUFOLQLFLVKHOGRQ0RQGD\
afternoons, except for legal holidays, from 1 - 5 p.m. at 792 Canterbury Rd South in
6KDNRSHH3OHDVHFDOO  IRUDQDSSRLQWPHQWRUZLWKTXHVWLRQV
Let’s keep Scott County a safe, healthy, and livable community! Vaccinate for
the person you love! Vaccinate for the herd!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Register online to vote
Do you need to register to vote or update your existing registration? You can
now do it online at mnvotes.org.
Thanks to an application developed
E\ WKH 2I¿FH RI WKH 0LQQHVRWD 6HFretary of State, the online process will
deliver convenience to voters, reduce
errors in voter rosters, and deliver sigQL¿FDQWFRVWDQGWLPHVDYLQJVIRUORFDO
HOHFWLRQRI¿FLDOV
“This will help us maintain accurate
voter rosters and reduce the time staff
spends on manual entry and processing,” said Cindy Geis, Scott County’s
FKLHIHOHFWLRQVRI¿FLDO³,W¶VH[FLWLQJWR
have this tool available.”
The state is also making absentee
ballot applications available online for
military and overseas voters. This will
allow those voters to apply for an absentee ballot quickly and easily without the
need to print, scan forms, and return by
mail, fax or email.
Voter registration online provides
another delivery method but will not replace paper applications, which will still
be available. The online tool was built
to ensure that only persons providing
YHUL¿DEOHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQQXPEHUVZLOOEH
able to register, and online applications
ZLOO JR WKURXJK WKH VDPH YHUL¿FDWLRQ
process as paper registration, according

to Minnesota Secretary of State Mark
Ritchie. Information provided on the
DSSOLFDWLRQ ZLOO EH YHUL¿HG ZLWK GDWH
from the state’s Driver and Vehicle Services or Social Security Administration.
&RXQW\ HOHFWLRQ RI¿FLDOV ZLOO FRQWLQXH
to review applications in the Statewide
Voter Registration System and be responsible for approving and application
or otherwise. If approved, the applicant
will be added to the voter roster, and a
postcard will be mailed to the voter to
verify their address and provide the location of their polling place.
(OLJLEOHYRWHUV 86FLWL]HQ\HDUV
old, resident for at least 20 days prior to
election, and have all felony convictions
discharged, expired, or completed) will
be able to register online up until 5 p.m.
on Oct. 15 for the Nov. 5 local elections.
Voter registration is also permitted on
Election Day, but lines move much
quicker when voters are pre-registered,
said Geis.
The Secretary of State encourages
Minnesotans to check their registration online to ensure it is up-to-date. In
Minnesota, a person must re-register to
vote if their address has changed, if they
have changed names, or if they have not
voted in the previous four years.

Mobile Health Clinic services
offered in October, November
Through a partnership with the Shakopee
Mdewakanton
Sioux
Community
(SMSC), Scott County
Public Health provides
services to individuals and families who
are uninsured, under- The Mobile Health will be visiting Jordan and Savage
insured, and under- in the coming weeks.
served. These services
include adult and child health screening,  Thursday, Dec. 19, Savage Library
preventative health care, health infor(13090 Alabama Ave., Savage)
mation and assistance with connecting
to ongoing health care and other local
The mission of the Mobile Health
resources. The partnership with SMSC Clinic partnership is to provide access
Mobile Health Unit allows services to to healthcare, health education, and
be brought to those in need at various outreach for health-related services to
locations within Scott County.
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken lanThe upcoming Mobile Health Clinic guages. With collaborative resources to
visits will be held from 2 to 5 p.m. on:
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health out Thursday, Oct. 17, Radermacher’s
comes of the uninsured, underinsured,
Fresh Market (500 2nd St. W.,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
-RUGDQ
Scott County.
 Thursday, Nov. 7, Savage Library
For more information on mobile
(13090 Alabama Ave., Savage)
health clinics, contact Scott County Pub Thursday, Dec. 5, Radermacher’s
OLF+HDOWKDW  RUYLVLWWKH
Fresh Market (500 2nd St. W.,
Scott County website at www.co.scott.
-RUGDQ
mn.us.
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^ĐŽƩŽƵŶƚǇ^ĞŶŝŽƌǆƉŽ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕KĐƚŽďĞƌϭϴ
ϴĂ͘ŵ͘ʹϭƉ͘ŵ͘
^ŚĂŬŽƉĞĞ,ŝŐŚ^ĐŚŽŽů
;ϭϬϬϭϳƚŚǀĞ͘t͘^ŚĂŬŽƉĞĞͿ
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͞WŚǇƐŝĐĂůĂŶĚDĞŶƚĂůŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐŝŶ
>ĂƚĞƌ>ŝĨĞ͟
DĞĚŝĐĂƌĞKǀĞƌǀŝĞǁƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚďǇ
ƚŚĞDĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶƌĞĂŐĞŶĐǇŽŶŐŝŶŐ
ŽƐƚ͗ΨϭϬ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚĂů
ďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ͕ůƵŶĐŚ͕ǀĞŶĚŽƌďŽŽƚŚƐ͕ĂŶĚ
ĂĐŚĂŶĐĞƚŽǁŝŶǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƉƌŝǌĞƐ͊
ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĂƚ^ŚĂŬŽƉĞĞŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚĞƌ͕
ϭϮϱϱ^͘&ƵůůĞƌ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕ŽƌĐĂůů;ϵϱϮͿϮϯϯͲϵϱϬϴ͘

Don Shelby
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Protect your credit cards
from high-tech criminals

While many consumers still like to
use paper money and coins, more and
more people are pulling out credit or
debit cards to make purchases. And as
the popularity of payment cards has
Lately, there seems to have been a lot of news regarding “cyber security.” As grown, so has the number of criminals
we become more and more dependent on computers, smart phones, and tablets in trying to steal very valuable details-our day-to-day activities, we run the risk of having our online activity subjected to including the cardholder’s name, the
an emergency situation. Any online activity can inadvertently open the door to a card’s account number, and expiration
cyberthreat, and unlike physical threats that prompt immediate action (like “stop, date, which are printed on the card itself
GURSDQGUROO´LQWKHHYHQWRID¿UH F\EHUWKUHDWVDUHRIWHQGLI¿FXOWWRLGHQWLI\DQG as well as encoded (for machine readcomprehend.
ability) in the magnetic stripe or a comIf you frequently use the internet, you should learn about the dangers that can puter chip.
occur online, and take precautions to protect yourself and your information. Some
If you’re ever the victim or target of
of the dangers that can occur as the result of a cyberthreat are viruses that can credit or debit card theft or fraud, catcherase your entire computer system, ining it fast and reporting it to your card
truders breaking into your systems and
issuer are key to resolving the situation.
DOWHULQJ ¿OHV VRFLDO PHGLD IUDXG DQG
And while federal laws and industry
phishing.
practices protect consumers in these sitTo address the evolving threats
uations, there are important differences
and increased risks of cybercrimes,
depending on the type of card.
the Department of Homeland Security
In general, under the Truth in Lendsuggests that citizens promote cyber
ing Act, your cap for liability for unausecurity awareness, especially among
thorized charges on a credit card is $50.
internet users. If you are a frequent
But under the Electronic Fund Transfer
user of the internet, odds are you’ve
Act, if your debit card or ATM card is
already encountered a virus on your
lost or stolen or you notice an unaucomputer at one time or another. You
thorized purchase or other transfer usknow how irritating they can be, and the possibility exists for some viruses to take ing your checking or savings account,
your personal information. Botnets are a form of virus that harvests data, such your maximum liability is limited to
as passwords, Social Security numbers, credit card numbers, and other personal $50 only if you notify your bank within
information. Knowing how to increase your security on the internet is extremely two business days. If you wait more
important in an age where most people own multiple computing devices.
than two business days, your debit/ATM
7KH¿UVWVWHSWRDYRLGLQJDYLUXVLVWRNHHSDclean machine. By a clean ma- card losses under the law could go up
chine, we are referring to ensuring your devices have the latest security software, to $500, or perhaps much more. With
updated web browsers, and operating systems that were built to block most online either card, though, industry practices
threats. Losing $40 to purchase good security software is much better than losing may further limit your losses, so check
your credit card numbers if you don’t.
with your card issuer. So what else can
Another preventative measure is to screen your messages. If you received an you do to keep thieves away from your
e-mail, tweet, or a social media post that looks suspicious, it is best to delete the cards…and your money?
message, even if you think you know the person who sent it. If you’ve received
the suspicious message from someone you know, once you’ve deleted the message
Never give out your payment card
contact your friend and let them know about the message they sent as your friend numbers in response to an unsolicited
may have a virus and be unaware of it.
e-mail, text message, or phone call, no
Remember to protect all devices that connect to the internet, including smart matter who the source supposedly is.
phones, tablets, gaming systems, and other web-enabled devices. If it connects to An “urgent” e-mail or phone call appearthe internet, the device will need protection from viruses and malware. If any of ing to be from a well-known organiza\RXUGHYLFHVVHHPVLJQL¿FDQWO\VORZHUVXGGHQO\OHDG\RXWRZHEVLWHVZKHUH\RX tion is likely a scam attempting to trick
had no intention of visiting, or suddenly stops working, you may have a virus and you into divulging your card informayou should have a technician look at your device if you are unable to remove the tion. It’s called “phishing,” a high-tech
virus on your own.
YDULDWLRQRIWKHFRQFHSWRI³¿VKLQJ´IRU
If you believe your account has been compromised, take the following steps:
DFFRXQW LQIRUPDWLRQ ,I WKH\ JHW FRQ¿dential details, the criminals can use the
x Notify all of your contacts that they may receive spam messages that
information to make counterfeit cards
appear to come from your account. Tell your contacts they should not
and run up charges on your accounts.
open messages or click any links from your account and warn them of
the potential for malware.
Take precautions at the checkout
counter, ATM, and gas pump. “Be
x Be sure your security software is up-to-date and scan your system for
on the lookout for credit and debit card
malware. You can also use other scanners and removal tools.
reading devices that look suspicious,
such as a plastic sleeve inside a card
x Change passwords to all accounts that have been compromised and
slot,” Benardo said. “Crooks are getting
other key accounts. Ensure your password is “strong” and at least eight
characters long. Try to mix in upper and lower case letters, numbers, and very good at attaching their own devices
over legitimate card readers and gathersymbols. It is also recommended that you have a unique password for
ing account information from the cards
every account you utilize.
that consumers swipe through those
If you cannot access your account because a password has been changed, con- readers.”
tact the web service immediately and follow any steps they have for recovering
Also be alert when you hand your
your account.
payment
card to an employee at a resWhen dealing with cybercrime, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.
taurant
or
retail establishment. For
&\EHUFULPHFDQKDYHPDQ\QDPHV RQOLQHLGHQWLW\WKHIW¿QDQFLDOIUDXGVWDONLQJ
example,
if
he
or she swipes your card
EXOO\LQJKDFNLQJVSRR¿QJDQGPRUH DQGLWFDQZUHDNKDYRFLQWKHOLYHVRILWV
through
two
devices
instead of one, that
YLFWLPV$WZRUVWF\EHUFULPHFDQOHDGWR¿QDQFLDOUXLQWKUHDWHQDYLFWLP¶VUHSXWDsecond
device
could
be recording your
tion, and affect their personal safety, which is why staysafeonline.org says it is wise
account
information
to
make a frauduto do as much as possible to prevent cybercrime.
If you believe you’ve been the target of a cybercrime, contact your local law
enforcement agency and make a formal report. Report your situation as soon as
you become aware of it. You should also submit a complaint to the Internet Crime
Complaint Center (IC3) and they will refer it to the appropriate federal, state, or
local law enforcement agency. To get to IC3, visit www.ic3.gov/default.aspx.

Understanding cyber security

lent card. Report that situation to a manager and your card issuer.
Closely monitor your bank statements and credit card bills. “Look at
your account statements as soon as they
arrive in your mailbox or electronic
inbox and report a discrepancy or anything suspicious, such as an unauthorized withdrawal,” advised FDIC attorney Richard
M.
Schwartz.
“While
federal
and state
laws limit
your losses if you’re a victim of fraud
or theft, your protections may be stronger the quicker you report the problem.”
These days, it’s also easy to monitor
your accounts using online banking or
even your mobile phone.
Also, don’t assume that a small
unauthorized transaction isn’t worth
reporting to your bank. Some thieves
are making low-dollar withdrawals
or charges in hopes those will go unnoticed by the account holders. In one
recent example, a federal court temporarily halted an operation that allegedly
debited hundreds of thousands of consumers’ bank accounts and billed their
credit cards for more than $25 million
— all in small charges — without their
consent.
And contact your institution if your
bank statement or credit card bill
doesn’t arrive when you normally expect it because that could be a sign that
an identity thief has stolen your mail
and/or account information to commit
fraud in your name.
Periodically review your credit
reports for warning signs of fraudulent activity. Credit reports, which are
prepared by companies called credit bureaus (or consumer reporting agencies),
summarize a consumer’s history of paying debts and other bills. But if a credit
report shows a credit card, loan, or lease
you never signed up for, this could indicate you have become a victim of ID
theft.
You are entitled to at least one free
credit report every 12 months from each
of the nation’s three major credit bureaus. To request your free report, go to
www.AnnualCreditReport.com or call
WROOIUHH  
For additional information on
how to protect your credit or debit
card from fraud, start with consumer
information about identity theft on the
Federal Trade Commission Web site
at
www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/
feature-0014-identity-theft. Resources
from other federal agencies can also be
found at www.mymoney.gov.

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK!

Do you have a yard or garden question?
Contact the Carver/Scott Master Gardeners
at mastergardeners@co.scott.mn.us

Scott County’s Facebook page will provide
you with the latest updates on events, road
projects, and a variety of news affecting
County residents.
Check us out!

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN
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Diabetics must plan for
holiday meals, snacks
$K WKH KROLGD\V« ¿OOHG ZLWK SDUties, celebrations, and family gatherings. But the spotlight on eating during
the holiday season can be challenging,
especially for people dealing with diabetes. Thanksgiving, in particular, can
be a time of great anxiety for diabetics because it is so focused on food. If
\RX¶UHRQHRIWKHHVWLPDWHGPLOOLRQ
Americans living with diabetes, plan
in advance to take the guesswork and
stress out of holiday eating.
Meal timing matters.
Many families eat holiday meals at
odd times of the day. Plan in advance
and make adjustments if the meal
doesn’t line up with your regular meal
schedule. If you take insulin injections
or a pill that lowers blood glucose, a
snack may be needed at your normal
meal time to prevent a low blood glucose reaction.
*ORULD:ROI8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD([WHQVLRQ&RPPXQLW\1XWULWLRQ(GXFDWRU Don’t skip meals.
provides instruction on consuming and making healthy food during a Simply
Don’t skip meals or snacks earlier
Good Eating program.
in the day to “save” calories and car-

Simply Good Eating improves health
By Gloria Wolf, U of M Extension Community Nutrition Coordinator
Nancy (not her real name) was a participant in the Simply Good Eating I & II
classes held at the Scott County Workforce Center. According to Nancy, she never
ate or drank anything from the dairy group, and she never ate breakfast. She did,
however, drink several high-caffeine energy drinks throughout the day.
During the class series, Nancy learned the importance of including variety in her
diet; the need for breakfast; and basic, easy, healthy recipes taught in class and then
tried at home. By the end of the classes, she noted that she had begun to make the
following changes:
 Now eats a bowl of cereal in the morning.
 Stops drinking energy drinks three hours before bedtime.
 Drinks a lot more water.
 Makes “real” dinners that contain selections from all the food groups.
Nancy now feels a lot better about herself -- and a lot healthier. She also feels
like she is becoming a real cook! Good nutrition does make a difference.
Here in Scott County, Simply Good Eating is University of Minnesota Extension’s nutrition education program for people with limited income. Participants
learn to make the most of their food support dollars and other food resources
through our delivery of USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Ed). We work to empower individuals and families to make healthy
food and physical activity choices by:
 Teaching the USDA’s “MyPlate” concept for eating a variety of foods each
day.
 3URYLGLQJLQIRUPDWLRQRQDQGLGHDVIRUIUHVKÀDYRUIXOORZFRVWPHDOVDQG
snacks.
 Teaching hands-on, safe food preparation practices.
 Identifying active lifestyle choices for people of all ages.
This work would not be possible without the participation of Scott County partners who reach eligible participants and enthusiastically support the work of Simply
Good Eating:
 Scott County Workforce Center
 River Valley Nursing Center
 CAP Agency WIC/Food Shelf
 New Options
 Southwest Metro Educational Co-op
 Prior Lake-Savage School District
 Head Start of Shakopee and Prior Lake
 Loaves & Fishes
 Valley Green English Language Learner Program
 Mobile Medical Clinic
 Sweeney Elementary/New Creation Church Summer School Lunch Program
If you have any questions about the Simply Good Eating program, please contact Gloria Wolf, University of Minnesota Extension Community Nutrition EducaWRUDW  

The Yard and Garden Line…
Have a question on gardening or landscape
plants? Insects or wildlife? Diseases or plant
selection? Call the Carver-Scott Extension
Master Gardeners Yard and Garden Line
year-round at (952) 466-5308. Leave a brief
message with your phone number, and an
Extension Master Gardener should get back to
you within 24 to 48 hours.

bohydrates for the feast later on. Skipping meals makes it harder to keep your
blood glucose in control and arriving
hungry may increase your chances of
overeating.
Be more active.
One reason people have problems

managing diabetes and weight during
the holidays is a lack of physical activity. A good way to make up for eating
more than usual is to be active. Start a
new tradition this year that involves getting more physical activity and doing
things that don’t involve food. Aim for
30 minutes on most days.
Bring what you like.
Bring what you like to the party or
gathering. Instead of spending time getting worried about what will be on the
menu, offer to bring your favorite diabetes-friendly dish.
Be selective and downsize portions.
This year, try picking out your favorite foods or dishes and pass on the
RWKHURSWLRQV,IVWXI¿QJLV\RXUIDYRUite, then pass on the rolls. Have sweet
potatoes or mashed potatoes instead of
putting both on your plate. If you want
to sample more than just your favorites,
make your portions smaller. If you plan
on having dessert, reduce or cut out another carbohydrate food during the main
course. Remember not to pile up your
SODWHRQWKH¿UVWURXQGHDWVORZO\HQjoy the meal, and resist going back for
more.
Source: Lisa Franzen-Castle, PhD,
RD, Extension Nutrition Specialist

Attention property
oZnerV« KDYe yoX ¿OeG
yoXr KoPeVteDG notiFe"
This will affect the amount of property tax you pay in 2014, and
It may affect your eligibility for a property tax refund
Have you purchased or acquired property this year? Or was your property
SUHYLRXVO\FODVVL¿HGDVQRQKRPHVWHDG"<RXPXVW¿OHDKRPHVWHDGDSSOLFDWLRQ
with Scott County on or before December 15, 2013, if one of the following
applies:
x You purchased a property in the past year and you, or a qualifying relative,
occupy the property for homestead purposes on December 1, 2013; or
x You, or a qualifying relative occupy a property for homestead purposes
RQ'HFHPEHUDQGWKHSURSHUW\ZDVSUHYLRXVO\FODVVL¿HGDVQRQ
homestead.
A qualifying relative for homestead purposes depends on the type of property.
For residential property, a qualifying relative can be a parent, stepparent, child,
stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of the
owner. This relationship may be by blood or marriage. For agricultural property, a
qualifying relative can be a child, grandchild, parent, or sibling of the owner or of the
spouse of the owner.

2QFH \RX KDYH EHHQ JUDQWHG WKH KRPHVWHDG FODVVL¿FDWLRQ QR IXUWKHU
DSSOLFDWLRQV DUH QHFHVVDU\ XQOHVV WKH\ DUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ UHTXHVWHG E\ WKH
county assessor.
Applications may be obtained by stopping into Customer Service or being
printed from the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us.
You must also contact the taxation department by December 15, 2013 if you
are the property owner, or a qualifying relative of the property owner, and the
use of the property has changed during the past year.
If you should sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead
FODVVL¿FDWLRQ \RX DUH UHTXLUHG WR QRWLI\ WKH FRXQW\ ZLWKLQ  GD\V RI WKH
change in homestead status. A form is available in the Taxation Department or
on their website (co.scott.mn.us) to request the homestead be removed from a
property for the next assessment. Failure to notify the county assessor within
this 30-day period is punishable by recalculation of the tax as non-homestead;
LQDGGLWLRQWRDSHQDOW\HTXDOWRSHUFHQWRIWKHKRPHVWHDGEHQH¿WV
Scott County Government Center
Taxation Department
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379
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4-H Junior Leaders recognized Donors needed for “Hope
Natalie Wideman

:KHQ\RXKHDUWKHQDPH³+´ZKDW¶VWKH¿UVWWKLQJ
that comes to your mind? Most likely, you think about
the County Fair, the State Fair, animals, or farm living.
Well, Natalie Wideman of Shakopee is breaking those
stereotypes.
Natalie lives in Shakopee and does not show livestock;
KRZHYHUVKHLVH[FHOOLQJLQSURMHFWVOLNHÀRZHUJDUGHQLQJ
FUDIWV DQG ¿QH DUWV FORWKLQJ IDVKLRQ UHYLHZ SHUIRUPLQJ
arts, needle arts, photography and youth leadership. This
past summer, Natalie participated in the Scott County 4-H Natalie Wideman
Share the Fun performance in which youth from Scott County came together to
perform a short, 20-minute musical at the Scott County Fair and the Minnesota
State Fair. Natalie had fun meeting new people while learning new songs, dance
moves, and lines.
She also helped lead summer enrichment programs this summer in the 4-H Mini
Daycamps in Shakopee. Natalie does a great job with younger members of the
community, and the participants had a great time spending the week with her. Natalie -- the daughter of Cathy and Rod Wideman  LV DQ th grader at Shakopee
-XQLRU+LJK6FKRRO

for the Holidays” project

We are all connected. It is a phrase
that you may have heard before, but at
the Scott, Carver, Dakota CAP Agency,
it is a theme that we infuse into everything we do. Whether we are providing
community services, developing new
community partnerships, or welcoming
new volunteers – it is a thread that runs
through the heart of our agency.
It is also a thread that we encourage
in the community as a whole. To offer
your neighbor a helping hand. To make
the community a better place to work
and live. Maybe you give time at your
church, or at a local senior center. We
see you here, at CAP, volunteering at
our food shelf or on our Crisis Nursery
hotline. We see your name on donations
in support of our efforts. For your serKendra Klecker
vice and generosity, we thank you.
Kendra Klecker from Shakopee came to 4-H as a shy
In the coming months, our agency
little girl that clung to her mom and would not let her leave.
will continue our regular work – providThis summer, eight years later, that shy little girl is one of
ing safe and stable housing, food secuScott County’s strongest 4-H youth leaders!
rity, crisis prevention, and other comKendra has taken a leadership role in her community
munity services. But fall brings an even
by helping lead afterschool and summer enrichment probusier time to CAP, with multiple opgrams for elementary students in Shakopee and other Scott
portunities for the community to particiCounty communities. She shares her knowledge of the
pate through volunteerism or donations.
clothing, rabbit, and youth leadership projects with others. Kendra Klecker
While most
The daughter of Jennifer and Jeff Klecker.HQGUDLVDQWKJUDGHUWKLV\HDUDW of us prepare for
6KDNRSHH-XQLRU+LJK6FKRRO
cooler days and
Thank you, Kendra and Natalie, for all your hard work.
fall colors, the
Scott,
Carver,
Dakota
CAP
Agency is already
moving forward
with their annual Hope for the
Holidays and toy distribution programs.
Our Hope for the Holidays program is
an adopt-a-family program that allows
individuals and organizations an opportunity to “adopt” families who are cli-

ents of CAP. Participating families will
receive gift cards that can be used for
groceries and other staples, while children will receive two gifts. And this
year, more than ever – we need your
help! For more information about our
Hope for the Holidays program, please
FDOORXUKRWOLQHDW  
The toy distribution program will
distribute a large collection of toys to
children who are not participating in the
Hope for the Holidays program. To donate toys, or organize a toy drive at your
school, church, or business, please conWDFW/LQGD6KHOWRQDW  
In 2012, thanks to community supSRUW IURP RYHU  LQGLYLGXDOV FRPpanies, and civic groups, we were able
to provide over 4,000 individuals with
gifts throughout the holiday season.
This year, the need in our community
for this support is even greater.
If you work at an organization that
can host a toy drive, belong to a civic or
religious group that would be interested
in participating, or want to use the coming holiday season as an opportunity to
give back as a family, we want to hear
from you. In order to ensure success of
these annual programs, we look to you
– as community members and neighbors
– to help make it possible.
For more information, or visit our
website at www.capagency.org. Both
volunteer opportunities will take place
DWRXURI¿FHVDW&DQWHUEXU\5RDGLQ
Shakopee.

Protect your teens from hazing
When we listen to the news reports
about high school hazing, we like to
think that it would never happen to our
children… or that our own children
would never be the ones committing
the act. But according to reports, 1.5
million high school students are hazed
each year, so the odds of it happening to
someone you know are higher than you
may think.
Some people consider hazing to be a
simple rite of passage, but parents and
teens often do not realize the implications for both the victim and perpetrator.
What is hazing? Hazing is used by
groups to discipline or maintain pecking order. The rituals either use activities that cause physical or psychological
stress in the person being hazed. These
activities can make a person feel humiliated (e.g., making a person wear
unusual clothing or a sign), demeaned
(such as having underclassmen carry
books for upper classman, acts that are
sexual), intimidated (e.g., upper classman telling underclassman what to do,
threatening that they will not be allowed
in the group if they do not do as they are
told), and exhausted (through running
extra miles, not sleeping for extended
periods of time).
Why hazing is hazardous? Hazing
becomes dangerous when the rite beFRPHVRXWRIFRQWURODQGFDXVHVVLJQL¿cant or lasting physical or psychological
damage. This may occur to those that
are the victim, bystanders, and even
the perpetrators. Victims may become
anxious while they are waiting for the
hazing to happen, or even after the act
has been committed. Students may not
want to attend school or the program re-

lated to the hazing.
Is hazing the same as bullying?
Hazing is not considered the same as
bullying because the hazing perpetrators are not intentionally planning on
hurting the victims -- they actually plan
on accepting them into their “group.”
And unlike bullying, hazing is a tradition that many of the perpetrators themselves went through to become a part of
this group.
What are the consequences of hazing? For the victims, the consequences
can be loss of sleep, slip in grades, and
even physical or psychological harm.
For bystanders and perpetrators, it can
be suspension from sporting/extracurricular events, suspension from school,
and/or legal consequences. Adults that
know of hazing going on can also be
disciplined, depending on their knowledge of and participation with the hazing events.
What do parents need to do? Make
sure to talk to your children about the
consequences of them conducting and
participating in hazing. Many teens may
erroneously feel that what they are doing is not a big deal, because when they
themselves went through the hazing,
nobody was harmed or got in trouble.
We all want our kids to have a great
experience with organized groups and
we all want them to feel connected to
their peers, but as parents we need to
help educate our teens to the dangers
of hazing. For more information about
KD]LQJ DQG KHOSLQJ WR ¿QG SRVLWLYH
youth programs contact Sara Wagner,
University of Minnesota Extension,
6FRWW&RXQW\+DWGXQF#XPQ
edu.
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Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County youth place high at
state shooting sports event
By Kaitlin Weckman
4-H Shooting Sports Ambassador
Usually when you think of a bunch
RI NLGV UXQQLQJ DURXQG ZLWK ¿UHDUPV
you get kind of scared, right? But that
ZDVQ¶WWKHFDVH6HSWDWWKH0LQQHsota 4-H State Shoot and Wildlife Invitational held in Alexandria.
Youth from all over the state – including 27 from Scott County -- competed in shooting and wildlife compeWLWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ %% JXQ DLU ULÀH DLU
SLVWROULÀHDUFKHU\VKRWJXQEODFN
powder, silhouettes, wildlife calling,
and skill-a-thon.
Many Scott County participants
placed at the top in these disciplines.
7KH\LQFOXGHG-DFRE%UHNNHWKLQ,Qtermediate three position air; Seth Palmer, 7th in senior air pistol; Dillon Bauman, 5th in senior black powder; Sean
Weckman, 2nd in junior wildlife calling;
:HVWRQ'XVRVNLUGLQ-XQLRUZLOGOLIH
calling; Tyler Schmidt, 3rd in Intermediate wildlife calling and 6th in Interme-

diate skill-a-thon;
-DVRQ
+DUWZLJ
7th in senior skilla-thon; and Katie
Weckman, 1st in
intermediate wildlife calling, 5th in
intermediate skilla-thon, and 2nd in pistol silhouettes.
Placing in the team competition
ZHUH -DFRE %UHNNH 7KRPDV .HRKQ
and Trevor Klippen, 3rd on a intermeGLDWH VWDQGDUG DLU ULÀH WHDP DQG -DFRE
Brekke, Thomas Keohen, and Abbie
:HFNPDQUGDVDULÀH¿HOGWHDP
For more scores and information
on the event visit the state 4-H Shooting Sports website at www1.extension.
umn.edu/youth/mn4-H/events/shootingsports-invitational/index.
For more
information on the Scott County 4-H
Shooting Sports and Wildlife Program,
FDOOWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQRI¿FHDW
(952) 492-5410.

SWCD will assist with
prairie restoration
When you think of prairies, images
of Laura Ingalls Wilder and other early
settlers might come to mind. Yet native
prairies can be -- and are! -- a reality
WRGD\ ,I \RX¶YH GULYHQ SDVW D ¿HOG RI
QDWLYHVKUXEVZLOGÀRZHUVDQGJUDVVHV
you’ve seen these “new” colorful and
sustainable plantings. And even better,
your property can look like this too!
Alyssa Alness, Scott SWCD Resource Conservation Technician, wants
to visit with you. In fact, she will be visiting many landowners this fall to talk
about the possibility of restoring prairie.
(If you live in Credit River, you may
even be eligible for grant funds to convert part of your lawn into prairie.)
Native prairie establishment is one of
two programs being promoted through
the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
'LVWULFW RI¿FH LQ -RUGDQ WKLV IDOO 7KH
other is the addition of green, living
EXIIHUV RI WUHHV DQG VKUXEV DORQJ ¿HOG
borders, ditch banks, and streams.
Native Prairie Program
Native plants are popular because
of their low maintenance, yet resilient
qualities:
* They have deep roots to withstand
drought and anchor soil in place.
* Their blooms and foliage draw
VRQJELUGV EXWWHUÀLHV EHHV GHHU WXUkeys, et cetera.
 7KH\ DFW DV ¿OWHUV IRU SROOXWDQWV
helping to keep our waters cleaner.
* They can thrive without fertilizers
or watering.
* They are mostly resistant to weeds
Alyssa Alness, SWCD Resource
and bugs!
Forested Buffer Program
Alyssa is also available to guide you
with your forested buffer projects, from
drawing up plans to ordering materials
and preparing your site. She will also be
available to provide ongoing advice on
maintenance, ensuring your stream or
ditch restoration is successful. “It’s very
exciting to be able to help landowners
green up their properties with native
trees and shrubs,” she explained.
For more information, Alyssa would
be happy to explain both of these programs. Funding is also available to help
you establish your native prairie or forested buffer. In fact, Scott Watershed
Management Organization (SWMO)

Conservation Technician, is available
to visit with county landowners about
prairie restoration projects.

is offering up to $2,500 per acre (plus
the expertise of trained specialists), for
native prairie plantings, and up to 100
percent of the costs for planting materials. Up to $1,000 per acre is available
for planting forested buffers that will
help reduce erosion and provide wildlife
habitat along streams and ditches.
Alyssa welcomes general questions
on establishing native prairie or forested
buffers. Contact her at (952) 492-5414
or via e-mail at aalness@co.scott.mn.us.
If you’re interested, call to schedule a
time to meet her on your property and
discuss your potential project.

Les and Sue Quatmann of St. Lawrence Township were recognized as
Scott County’s 2013 Farm Family of the Year by the University of Minnesota
([WHQVLRQ 3LFWXUHG ZLWK WKHLU DZDUG DUH O WR U  &KDUOLH 3RVWHU 0LQQHVRWD
Department of Agriculture; Chris, Sue, and Les Quatmann; and Bev Durgan,
'HDQRI8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD([WHQVLRQ

Quatmanns recognized as
Farm Family of the Year
In August, Les and Sue Quatmann
were recognized as Scott County’s 2013
Farm Family of the Year by University of Minnesota Extension. The Farm
Family Recognition Program has honored farm families all over Minnesota
for more than twenty years for their active roles within their communities and
contributions to agriculture.
The St. Lawrence Township residents purchased their farm over two
decades ago from Les’ grandparents,
Harry and Alice Quatmann. Les’ father and mother also assisted with dayto-day operation of the farm until they
retired in 1991. Currently, Les and Sue
-- along with nephew Chris -- naturally

UDLVH DQG ¿QLVK 6LPPHQWDO FDWWOH DQG
grow many cash crops (such as corn,
soybeans, alfalfa, oats, and wheat) in
Scott and LeSueur counties.
7KH 4XDWPDQQV DUH YHU\ LQYROYHG
with the community they live in as well
the agriculture community. Sue is inYROYHG ZLWK WKH -RUGDQHVV /LRQV &OXE
and Les is a St. Lawrence Township
Supervisor (and former Board Chairperson for the Scott County Farm Service Agency). Together, they are also
members of the Scott Carver Threshers,
Minnesota Corn Growers, Minnesota
Soybean Growers, and the Scott County
Ag Society.

Orders being taken for prairie
VHHGZLOGÀRZHUPL[HV
For the fourth year, the Scott Soil and
:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFWLQ-RUGDQLV
VHOOLQJSUDLULHVHHGDQGZLOGÀRZHUPL[es through its annual tree program. The
goal of the program is to convert lawn
and fallow acres into bursts of color and
cover for wildlife and birds. A variety of
mixes are available:

WLYH ZLOGÀRZHUVQDWLYH JUDVVHV KDYH
been selected for this mix. For moist
VLWHV  VSHFLHV RI QDWLYH ZLOGÀRZHUV
native grasses have been chosen for this
mix. Both of the Native Prairie Mixes
are sold in 2.3 pound bags, estimated to
cover up a planting of up to one-quarter
of an acre.

%LUGDQG%XWWHUÀ\0L[ 
Perennials in this mix will attract
ELUGV EXWWHUÀLHV DQG KXPPLQJELUGV
to your yard. Formulated for most soil
conditions, the mix includes 25 species
RIQDWLYHZLOGÀRZHUVDQG¿YHVSHFLHVRI
native grasses.

7DOOJUDVV3UDLULH0L[ 
The beauty and versatility of these
natural grasses are in demand now more
than ever for everything from erosion
control to wildlife habitat enhancements. This mix includes six species of
grasses. Sold in 2.3 pound bags, it covers approximately one-quarter acre.
1DWLYH3UDLULH0L[HV 
For more information and a full-col&RQWDLQLQJ FRORUIXO ZLOGÀRZHUV or fact sheet and photos of the species
and attractive tall prairie grasses, these offered in each mix call Scott SWCD at
plants, once established, provide food (952) 492-5425 or visit www.scottswcd.
and nesting cover for wildlife, birds and org for more details on the prairie seed
insects. For dry areas, 15 species of na- and tree and shrub programs.

Time to order young trees, shrubs
Orders are now being taken for the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) young tree and shrub sale.
This year, 29 deciduous and coniferous seedlings will be
sold, along with four native seed mixes, rain barrels, and
various tree supplies. The sale continues through mid-April,
DWZKLFKWLPHFXVWRPHUVFDQSLFNXSWKHLURUGHUVRQ$SULO
RUDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\)DLUJURXQGVLQ-RUGDQ
Whether you live in the country or city, natural screenings with trees and shrubs have many benH¿WV 7KH 6FRWW 6:&' VWDII FDQ HYHQ KHOS \RX GHFLGH ZKDW WR SODQW
Call (952) 492-5425 or send an e-mail to dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us if you’d like
to receive 2014 tree materials. Like last year, you can complete your entire order
online, including payment with either Mastercard or VISA. Useful information
and tree descriptions can be found at www.scottswcd.org/ programs_tree.html.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County’s 4-H youth shine
at Minnesota State Fair
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Farm SCENE

$QLPDOH[KLELWRUVGHPRQVWUDWHSUR¿FLHQF\
By Jacob Brekke
Scott County 4-H Member
7KH ¿UVW ZHHNHQG RI WKH 0LQQHVRWD
State Fair is special to 4-H members all
around the state. It is known as LiveVWRFN :HHNHQG 1HDUO\  \RXWK
representing counties all over Minnesota come with their animals, in hope of
competing at the highest level possible.
This year, forty of these 4-H’ers represented Scott County. The youth from
Scott County showed rabbits, poultry,
goats, sheep, swine, beef cattle, and
dairy cattle. They all put in hours of
hard work to prepare themselves and
their animals for their show. Besides
their animals, 4-H members get judged
on how clean they keep their areas, how
well they show their animal, and their
overall knowledge of their species.
These are the contests of herdsmanship,
showmanship, and livestock interviews.
For herdsmanship, an anonymous
judge checks each county’s area for
cleanliness and care of their animals.
This happens in each barn twice a day.
At the end of the weekend, each county’s scores were added up. Scott County
did a great job with herdsmanship, but
unfortunately it wasn’t enough to win in
any of the species.
Showmanship takes place as it’s own
competition during that species’ show. It
is judged based on how well prepared
for the show the animal and the exhibitor are, how well the showman shows
the animal, and the knowledge of their
animal. Our county has a few great
showmen. Kirsten Barott won Champion in senior showmanship for dairy
goats. Paige Pitlick won champion meat
goat doe senior showmanship. Many
other members from Scott County did
excellent in showmanship, but none of
them won such prestigious awards.
Livestock interviews test a participants knowledge of their species. It is a
requirement for all livestock exhibitors
to take the livestock test on their species on a computer. Then they are interviewed by experts on that animal. Finalists and champions are picked based
on their performance in the test and
the interview. Gabby Vigliaturo, Molly
O’Hern, and David Steinhagen were all
¿QDOLVWVLQWKHUDEELWLQWHUYLHZFRPSHWLWLRQ.LUVWHQ%DURWWZDVD¿QDOLVWLQWKH
dairy goat interviews.

First Autumn Fare a rousing success

Despite (or maybe
because of?) unseasonDEO\KRWZHDWKHUWKH¿UVW
Autumn Fare event on
Sept. 7 was an unquali¿HG KLW« HVSHFLDOO\ IRU
three-year-old city girl,
Rory Kigin. Walking
with a llama, cuddling a
baby chick, petting a calf,
and riding Big Eli (the
Ferris wheel)… what
more could a kid want?
Oh yeah, delicious food
– courtesy of the Local
Harvest Alliance, who
provided a scrumptious
farmer’s breakfast from
organic, locally sourced
4-H members demonstrate knowledge ingredients.
Autumn Fare was the
of their animals in the show ring,
through tests and interviews with brainchild of Lori Pint Rory Kigin and buddy Sullivan Twill (above, right)
judges, and in demonstrations for -- Farm Advisory Board got up close and personal with Doolittle, the
the public. Above, Kendra Klecker member, Fair Board Autumn Fare mascot.
of Shakopee gave a demonstration member, New Prague-area farmer, and
about caring for rabbits.
one tired lady – who likened the event
Overall, Scott County was extremely to a double wedding: “One in the barn,
well represented at the 2013 Minnesota one in the Creative Arts building,” she
State Fair. Almost all of the 4-H mem- laughed.
In and around the livestock building,
bers will agree that they had a blast making the trip to St. Paul. They were able a variety of farms were represented:
to make friends, enjoy the end of sum- enormous Percheron horses, tiny chicks,
pillowy alpacas, and adorable sheep,
mer, and learn more about livestock.
Congratulations to all the youth from goats, cows, and the Autumn Fare mas4-H that participated in the Livestock cot Doolitte, the miniature horse. (DooEncampment at the 2013 Minnesota little was appropriately festooned for
State Fair, including: Matthew Adkins, the occasion with seasonal colors and
A delicious breakfast was sponsored
Michael Adkins, Rebecca Adkins, foliage.)
In the Creative Arts building, ap- by the Local Harvest Alliance,
Kirsten Barott, Amber Gliscinski, Sara
*OLVFLQVNL7ULVWDQ+HLQ-RQDWKDQ+XVV proximately 20 vendors displayed their and showcased locally sourced,
Parker Huss, Kendra Klecker, Bradley wares, from crafts and art to produce organically grown ingredients.
Kubes, Calvin Menke, Hannah Morlock, and prepared goodies. Outside, Barten
-RKQ0RUULVRQ.HOO\0RUULVRQ$VKOH\ Pumpkins and Belle Plaine FFA featured their exhibits, and music wafted from the
Nye, Austin Nye, Molly O’Hern, Alexis gazebo.
%XWIRUQDWLYH6DLQW3DXOLWH-HQQLIHU-RUGDQ7ZLOOWKHVWDURIWKHVKRZZDVWKH
O’Loughlin, Ashlyn O’Loughlin, Erica
O’Loughlin,
Kelson Oram, Mason food. As a local foods supporter, culinary connoisseur, and sustainable ag booster,
Oram, Branden Pickar, Nick Pitlick, she was not only impressed by the tastiness of the meal, she was thrilled to meet
Paige Pitlick, Gabrielle Ryan, Kyila several of the farm operators responsible for producing it. “That had to have been
Schiell, Tyler Schmitt, Marcus Schoen- the best yogurt I’ve ever had,” she told Cedar Summit Dairy’s Dave and Flo Minar.
,I\RXPLVVHGWKLV\HDU¶V$XWXPQ)DUHFURVV\RXU¿QJHUVIRUQH[W\HDU±/RUL
bauer, Matthew Schoenbauer, Megan
Schoenbauer, David Steinhagen, Emily hopes it will be an annual event!
Stocker, Angie Tell, Gabby Vigliaturo,
-DFRE :DFNHU $ELJDLO :HFNPDQ DQG News from the FAB
Kaitlin Weckman.
Did you catch the recent editorial by Gary Van Eyll who represents Scott County
on the Metropolitan Council? Gary stressed the Council’s commitment to preservaWLRQRIDJODQGIRUWKHEHQH¿WRIWKHUHJLRQ¶VHFRQRP\DVZHOODVWRSURPRWHORFDO
food production...something the Farm Advisory Board certainly works toward!
Interested in attending a FAB meeting? The next meeting is scheduled for NoForty-four Scott County 4-Hers were OLIHELRORJ\¿QHDUWVDQGPXFKPRUH
vember
7 at 9:30 a.m. at the County Highway Facility, and the guest speaker will be
DPRQJ WKH 0LQQHVRWD +HUV IURP 
This year’s Scott County particiMark
Themig,
Scott County Parks Manager, to discuss the County’s parks planning
FRXQWLHV H[KLELWLQJ  SURMHFWV WKDW pants included: Kirsten Barott, the Belle
process.
were judged in the 4-H Building at 3ODLQH + &OXE -XVWLQ %LUHQ %UDGHQ
the 2013 Minnesota State Fair. These Bizal, Leigh Braun, Peter Braun,
4-Hers had all placed high at their re- $QQD %UHNNH -DFRE %UHNNH /LOOLDQ
spective county fairs with their projects, Davis, Madison Deile, Sarah Farmer,
thereby earning them the top honor of Katie Gauquie, Gunther Grinde, Tristan
“Youth development” describes the
members and 100 adult
showing at the State Fair this year.
Hein, Mason Henke, Shelby Henke, Al- process of growing up and developing
volunteers!
Education is essential to the “learn by lison Hinrichs, Noelle Hinrichs, Alayna one’s abilities in positive ways. 4-H –
No matter what indoing” philosophy of 4-H. Though the Hoehn, Thea Iverson, Thomas Keohen, the oldest and largest publicly funded
terests you, 4-H has
projects and animals shown at fairs get Kendra Klecker, Melissa Laabs, Han- youth development organization -- bejust the right project
a lot of attention, 4-H is really about de- nah Lindgren, Grace McAleer, Cath- lieves that there is a richness and mutual
area! Some project arveloping “purple ribbon kids” through- erine McComas-Bussa, Ashley Nye, EHQH¿W LQ TXDOLW\ UHODWLRQVKLSV VKDUHG eas include wildlife, veterinary science,
out the entire year. Participation in 4-H Austin Nye, Mason Oram, Seth Palmer, between youth and caring adults along clothing, wood science, small engines,
provides all participants with important Trevor Prelesnik, Claire Schmitt, Karli with peers and families.
computer, gardening, food and nutrition,
experiences and vital skills -- such as Schmitt, Tyler Schmitt, Theressa SchulKids join and enjoy the 4-H program animal science, technology, and much
communicating, problem solving, and tz, the Shakopee Super Seekers, Emily because it gives them a chance to learn more! 4-H projects are fun, hands-on
decision making – which will serve 6WRFNHU2OLYLD7D[GDKO-DFRE:DFNHU new things, develop new skills, travel learning activities that challenge youth
them throughout their lives.
Austin Warner, Abigail Weckman, Kai- to new places, experience new situa- to explore different areas of interest.
The spectacular array of 4-H proj- tlin Weckman, Alyssa Wentworth, Te- tions, make new friends and -- most of
The Scott County 4-H Program ofects exhibited this year spanned a wide resa Wentworth, Natalie Wideman, and all – have fun! Membership is open fers 4-H clubs throughout all of Scott
range of topic areas, including robotics, Catherine Younger.
WR DOO \RXWK NLQGHUJDUWHQ WR ¿UVW \HDU &RXQW\7R¿QGRXWKRZWRVWDUWRUMRLQ
alternative energy, aerospace, photograMore Minnesota State Fair results after high school, whether they live in a 4-H club in your area (or for more inphy, performing arts, clothing, small en- and photos can be found at www.4-H. cities, towns, or rural areas. The Scott formation on 4-H), call the Scott County
JLQHVJHRORJ\ÀRZHUJDUGHQLQJZLOG- umn.edu/fair-results.
County 4-H program has nearly 500 ([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW  

General exhibitors show array of projects

4-H program is for whole family
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Getting the biggest bang for the buck
Currently, Scott County departments are going through a process designed to
help us better understand our resources and adjust our efforts. This will help us to
assure that we provide the services that matter most to County residents. This process has been called “Delivering What Matters,” and it’s designed to help us reach
our overall goal of creating “safe, healthy, and livable communities.” This isn’t the
¿UVWWLPHWKDWWKH&RXQW\KDVJRQHWKURXJKVXFKDVHOIHYDOXDWLRQSURFHVVDQGLW
won’t be the last. In fact, self-evaluation should be an ongoing process to ensure
that resources are focused on the most important needs for residents.
We can measure costs relative to service, but determining what really matters
is more challenging. Most of the programs and services provided by the Environmental Health and Inspections Department are mandated by the state. Of course,
WKHOHYHORIHIIRUWGHOLYHUHGE\HDFKFRXQW\LQ0LQQHVRWDWRIXO¿OOWKHVHPDQGDWHV
varies. Counties have some latitude in determining the appropriate level of effort.
)RU H[DPSOH WKH 6WDWH /HJLVODWXUH PDQGDWHG WKDW ³«E\ -XQH   HDFK
metropolitan county shall develop and implement a permanent program to manage household hazardous waste (HHW) consisting of at least quarterly collections
RIZDVWHVFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKHPHWURSROLWDQSROLF\SODQ´)RUWKH¿UVWQLQH\HDUV
Scott County conducted two one-day collections per year, while also working with
neighboring counties to allow residents to bring waste to each other’s collection
VLWHVRUIDFLOLWLHV7KLVVDWLV¿HGRXUEDVLFPDQGDWHIRUTXDUWHUO\++:FROOHFWLRQ
opportunities. However, as participation in these one-day events grew, it became
clear that one-day events were becoming overwhelming.
We experienced
several minor personnel injuries and other
incidents, as well as
increasingly longer
wait lines for citizens.
Recognizing that our
level of effort needed
to be stepped up, the
County Board autho- Long lines formed at past one-day HHW events.
rized staff to apply for
a state grant to help construct a permanent HHW facility. That facility opened in
the fall of 2001.
Initially, we contracted with a private vendor to operate the facility, which was
open on Wednesday afternoons and Saturday mornings only. After a year, we evaluated the costs and service level, and the Board decided to hire one additional employee and operate the facility with County staff. Further, since we were already
seeing longer and longer lines on Saturdays, we decided to open it on Thursday
afternoons as well. These moves reduced our overall program costs while also
increasing the levels of service provided to our residents.
Over the years, we made additional changes to accept more “problem wastes,”
such as tires, appliances, lead acid batteries, and electronic waste items (including
computer-related equipment and TVs). We also offer service to small businesses
that wish to transport small amounts of hazardous waste to our facility to take adYDQWDJHRIRXUEXONSULFLQJ9LVLWZZZFRVFRWWPQXV964*IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
We’ve adjusted our other programs as well. Recognizing that the days of local
businesses dumping their hazardous waste or burning it are long gone, we relaxed
our enforcement efforts related to business hazardous waste, reduced our inspection frequency, and focused our staff resources on the highest risk wastes and businesses. Our on-site sewage treatment system program has also matured. Initially,
we trained and licensed people who designed, constructed, and pumped septic systems. We encouraged and provided assistance to the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency to take on that responsibility for the entire state and eliminate the multiple
MXULVGLFWLRQDOGXSOLFDWLRQRIHIIRUW6LQFHZKHQZHDGRSWHGWKHVWDWH¶VRQ
site sewage treatment regulations, we have eliminated thousands of failing septic
systems and ensured that new homes and replacement systems have been designed
DQGFRQVWUXFWHGSURSHUO\:H¶YHDOVRHVWDEOLVKHGDURXWLQHUHPLQGHUQRWL¿FDWLRQ
process to ensure that septic systems are properly maintained. As I noted in my
last SCENE article, we continue to adjust our focus on the septic system program
in recognition of more pressing priorities.
Thirty years ago, most of the rural community burned their solid waste or
dumped it somewhere. We’ve eliminated those practices, and established ordinance provisions and programs to ensure that all residents have access to garbage
collection service that includes recyclable collection. Scott County has generally
led the metropolitan area in the percentage of our waste being recycled.
Are we delivering what matters to achieve the County’s goal of a safe, healthy,
and livable community? As I noted in response to an internal survey recently, it
depends largely on what people perceive is safe, healthy, and livable. Residents
who have moved here bring with them their perceptions of how Scott County contrasts with where they had come from. Some will appreciate the more rural setting;
others will be upset with some of the rural smells and lack of certain programs and
VHUYLFHV/RQJWLPHUHVLGHQWVPD\QRWDSSUHFLDWHWKHVSUDZODQGLQFUHDVLQJWUDI¿F
or they may welcome the new energy young families and children bring to the area.
As for our Environmental Health programs, there are a couple of services we
don’t provide, such as local food, beverage, and lodging inspections or rental
housing inspection programs like our neighbors across the river. We don’t provide services for lead paint or residential mold evaluation, like some communities
with relatively older housing. Our focus has been to address the needs of a rapidly growing county with the resources we have had. As Scott County matures,
needs and services will undoubtedly change. For a better appreciation of what we
have been prioritizing, check our posting on this subject at www.co.scott.mn.us/
ParksLibraryEnv/Environment.
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A frozen septic system is a big
problem; learn to prevent it
Freezing may be good for ice cream
cakes and skating ponds, but it’s no
good at all for septic systems. If you
own one of the many County homes
that are serviced by a septic system (or
“SSTS”), autumn is the right time to
prepare for the upcoming winter season. Cold temperatures, combined with
a lack of snow, is a prime situation for
septic system freeze-ups.
Prevent septic system freezing in
WKH¿UVWSODFH
A good insulator for septic system
GUDLQ¿HOGV DQG VHSWLF WDQNV LV D layer
of mulch (straw, leaves, or hay) eight
to 12 inches deep over the entire system, including piping, tanks, and drain¿HOGIf your system is already frozen,
do not place this layer over it -- it will
take longer to thaw. Compacted snow
or compacted soil do not insulate very
well, and driving any type of equipment
over the system compacts snow and soil
and sends the frost down deeper. Cars,
trucks, and livestock should stay off the
system all year long, but especially in
the winter. A general rule: Don’t drive
anything larger than a lawn tractor on
any part of a septic system.

A lack of plant cover is also a problem, although this is mainly an issue for
newly installed systems put in late in the
year with little time to establish a vegetative cover. Allowing grass to grow an
extra six inches over all parts of the system this time of the year will give a little
extra insulation during winter months.
Freezing can occur with irregular
use of a system or when homes are unoccupied for extended periods of time.
Plan accordingly by having someone
run warm water in your home. If you
suspect that your system may be freezing, use plenty of warm water. Spread
out your laundry to one load per day using warm/hot water, take hot baths, and
run the dishwasher, but don’t leave the
water running all the time, as this will
hydraulically overload the system.

/HDNLQJ SOXPELQJ ¿[WXUHV and
KLJK HI¿FLHQF\ IXUQDFH GULSV FDQ DOVR
present problems. If you can prevent
small trickles of water from entering the
pipes, you can avoid freezing this slow
PRYLQJ WKLQ ¿OP RI ZDWHU 7KH ZDWHU
IURP KLJK HI¿FLHQF\ IXUQDFHV DPRXQWV
WR DERXW ¿YH WR  JDOORQV SHU GD\ RQ
a cold day. This water is clean (i.e.,
not considered sewage) and should be
GLYHUWHGDZD\IURPÀRRUGUDLQVDEHW
ter choice is to have it drain into a sump
basket, or install a small condensate
pump that holds and discharges two gallons per cycle.

search.”
,W LV LPSRUWDQW WR ¿QG RXW ZK\ DQG
where the system froze to get to the root
of the problem: is it simply a lack of
snow cover/insulation, or is it a larger
LVVXH WKDW QHHGV WR EH ¿[HG WR SUHYHQW
freezing in the future? There are four
major areas where freeze ups occur:
1. The pipe from the house to the
tank: If this is the area of freezing
there are two major causes -- a low
wastewater generating device (such
DVDKLJKHI¿FLHQF\IXUQDFH RUDQ
improperly sloped pipe leading to the
septic tank.

2. The septic tank or pump tank:
,IWKHWDQNIUHH]HVWKHEDIÀHVFRXOG
be damaged and should be checked
or repaired. Once it’s thawed out,
the tank itself should also be checked
for cracks. Insulating can be done
by using styrofoam that is designed
to be buried. It can be placed on the
tank by removing the soil and adding
one to three inches of styrofoam and
replacing the soil cover. If there is a
SXPSRQ\RXUV\VWHPWKHÀRDWVVKRXOG
be checked for damage as well. The
pump should always be accessible, so
it may be necessary to install a riser.
(Risers should always have acceptable
insulated lids as well as be installed in
a way to prevent unauthorized access.)
7KHSLSHWRWKHGUDLQ¿HOG If
this becomes frozen, the remedies
are similar to the pipe from the house
to the tank freezing (see above). In
addition, if you have a pump or a
pressurized system, it’s important that
this pipe has drainback to prevent
water from stagnating in this pipe.
'UDLQEDFNLVWKHÀRZRIZDWHUIURP
the pipe draining back into the lift tank
after the pump shuts off. Two common
problems are pump tanks with check
valves (which do not allow drainback)
and pumping systems designed to
drain back through the pump.
7KHGUDLQ¿HOG (mound, trench,
EHGHWFHWHUD ,IWKHGUDLQ¿HOGLV
frozen, the system may be able to be
jetted out with a high temperature
water or steamer. Don’t let the sewage
come to the surface! This creates a
health risk to people or animals that
come in contact with it. If this is the
FDVHWKHVLWXDWLRQVKRXOGEH¿[HGLW
may be as simple as additional topsoil
or an extensive repair of this part of the
system.
There are a few things that one should
never do to thaw out a septic system:
never add antifreeze or salt, never pump
raw sewage onto the ground or into a
GLWFKQHYHUVWDUWD¿UHRYHUWKHV\VWHP
to thaw it.
If all else fails, use the tanks as holding tanks and have a pumper empty out
the tanks when they are full until the
system thaws naturally.

If your septic system freezes:
,I \RX ¿QG \RXUVHOI LQ D VLWXDWLRQ
of a frozen septic system or pipes, it’s
advisable to contact a licensed septic
professional. The MPCA website has a
VHDUFKWRROIRU¿QGLQJFHUWL¿HGSURIHV
Information for this article supplied
sionals in your area. Search the inter- by the Univeristy of Minnesota and the
net for “MPCA SSTS licensed business MPCA.
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3ODVWLFUHF\FOLQJH[SDQGV
There are 1.5 billion (that’s billion
with a “B”!) plastic beverage bottles
purchased each year in Minnesota
alone, but only one out of 4 bottles are
being recycled. Maybe that’s because
a lot of people are confused about
what kinds of plastic can be recycled.
Hint: Look on the bottom!
The system of coding plastics with
the “chasing arrows” on containers
ZDVGHYHORSHGLQDQGLVYROXQtary for plastic manufacturers. These
codes are to indicate the type of plastic the container was made from, not
to show that the container is recyclable. This helps the people who market
recyclable plastic to keep the types of
SODVWLFVVHSDUDWHGZKLFKKHOSVWR¿QG
the right buyers for the various types
of plastics.
Until recently, the only plastic containers that were being collected for
recycling by most haulers were the
ones labled #1 (PET) and #2 (HDPE).
And only those containers that had a
neck were accepted. But most haulers now accept plastics 1 through 7,
which includes yogurt cups, plastic
tubs of various sizes, and lids.

Law Library

Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Safety of children is a priority

And with the use of single-sort
recycling (that is, all materials going
into a single cart) increasing, it is so
much easier to recycle! If you have
any questions on recycling, just call
your hauler or Scott County at (952)


A little over a month ago, the youth of our area returned to school. This season
is exciting for many children, but it can also be dangerous one if the public doesn’t
take steps to work together to enhance the safety of our children. The safety of our
children should be a priority for every member of our community, which is why we
can never forget proper safety precautions with each other and with our children
throughout the school year.
One of the most dangerous times of the school day is the time before and after school. As many people are backing out of driveways or driving through the
County on their way to or from work, small children are walking either to school,
home, or to the nearest bus stop. If you are a parent of a school-age child, do not
underestimate the danger your kid faces on his or her way to school. Please take
time with your kids and review these rules:
x Always walk on the sidewalk if there is one available. If there is
no sidewalk, teach your children to walk on the side of the road facing
WUDI¿F
x Before your child crosses the street, teach them to stop and look both
ways to see if there are any cars coming.
x Make sure your child understands that during their walk to school or the
bus stop, there should be no horseplay or running near the streets.

From page 1

probate and planning, Minnesota car
laws, and landlords’ and tenants’ rights
and responsibilities (information is
also available online at www.ag.state.
mn.us). They can have access to booklets on adoption law, Social Security, or
Minnesota frac sand mining law. There
are reports from the Minnesota Supreme Court, American Law, and U.S.
Supreme Court; and books on trusts, divorce, child custody, family wills, Medicare, government pensions, and immigration. On the lighter side, patrons can
check out the shelves of DVDs related
to courtroom drama, such as “12 Angry
Men,” “Presumed Innocent,” “The CliHQW´RU³5XQDZD\-XU\´
In recent years, Freyberg has set up
special programs in areas where she
has noticed unusually high interest. For
example, recently she has seen a lot of
grandparents seeking information about
caring for their grandchildren when they
did not have custodial rights, so in September she coordinated a legal workshop for non-custodial relatives who
were raising children.
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paid, but there are forms that can be
¿OOHGRXWIRUIHHZDLYHUV

Assistance in Spanish
The law library also has a volunteer
division of lawyers who can Skype with
Spanish speaking attorneys. Clinics are
held every other month using the computers at the Shakopee Library, and
there are legal programs for Spanish
speakers held at New Creations Church
in Shakopee.
Clinics are also held every other
month to help people learn about expunging criminal records which often
hamper them while searching for jobs
and housing, and senior legal fairs are
held at least annually.

Pro bono services

Freyberg is always encouraging attorneys to donate their time for the programs. Last year, she became involved
in developing and passing legislation
which allows attorneys to receive continuing legal education credits through
law librarians for pro bono work
through the law libraries. She is hopDivorce, family law clinics
ing it will encourage more attorneys
The Law Library also coordinates throughout the state to get involved in
free divorce and family law clinics with their programs.
volunteer attorneys. The divorce clinics
The law library carries lists of atare held on the fourth Saturday of every torneys registered with the Minnesota
month during the school year to assist Bar Association, and it also has a list
with divorce paperwork for people who of attorneys who have reduced fees for
do not qualify for legal aid. Registra- criminal and civil cases, largely because
tion is required. (Call the Law Library they will “unbundle” charges for cases
DW  IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ if they are only needed for certain asor to register.)
pects of it.
“We try to help people get started in
Members of the legal profession, as
the legal process,” said Freyberg, who well as members of the public, often
has won a variety of awards for her in- pass through the law library as they do
novative programming. She said indi- research. “We have some resources,
viduals who were married 20 years ago such as West Law and West Next, that
but haven’t seen their “married” partner VRPHRIWKHVPDOOHUODZRI¿FHVFDQ¶WDIfor 19 years come in to start a divorce ford, so they come here and use ours,”
proceeding, as well as many others. said Freyberg.
“It might have been that they hadn’t
Others come to the Law Library bewanted to remarry or couldn’t afford cause their computers have a “courtto go through the process so they never house view” of cases, including adlegally divorced the person, but then dresses and dismissed and pending cassomething changes and they need help es within Minnesota courts which can’t
getting started,” she said.
be viewed from computers outside of
Even if they still can’t afford an at- courthouses.
torney, the volunteer lawyers can help
“We help people navigate the legal
them with the paperwork. However, process, and if we can’t do it, we know
WKHUH DUH ¿OLQJ IHHV WKDW VWLOO PXVW EH where to refer them,” said Freyberg.

If your child rides a bike to school, make sure they always wear a helmet.
Teach your children the “rules of the road” they will need to know as they ride their
bicycles. If they must ride on the road, they should always remain on the right side
RIWKHURDGDQGLQVLQJOH¿OH. You should also make sure your children know to
come to a complete stop before crossing the street.
On the bus, make sure your kids not only know the rules, but go over them
frequently so they do not become complacent. Make sure your children remain at
least six feet away from the curb when waiting for the bus and teach them the correct way to get on and off the bus. As a rule, your child should always be able to
see the bus driver and the bus driver should always be able to see your child if the
child crosses in front of the bus. If you have any concerns regarding your child’s
safety during the school year, please share those concerns with school personnel.
As a driver, you need to also take precautions during the school year. Please pay
extra attention to your surroundings in the morning and afternoon, and do so now
when the mornings are still light. Become cognizant of the children in your area,
make sure you take extra time when backing out of your driveway, and drive
slower when children are present.
7KH¿UVWIHZPRQWKVRIVFKRROFDQEHFKDRWLFWRDFKLOGDQGWKHUHDUHPDQ\
things for them to remember. By taking the time to go over safety with your child
repeatedly and making sure you’re taking the right precautions, you may reduce the
risk of your child suffering a major injury during the year.
For the most part, many of these same rules apply to Halloween. Halloween is
an exciting evening for kids, and they can usually be found running from house to
house in search of treats. Halloween is a great time to go over many of these safety
concerns again. It is also a great time to ensure your child has the proper clothing
or costume to be easily seen at night. Teach your child to not run during Halloween and to be cautiously looking for vehicles. Never, under any circumstances,
should a child partake in Halloween trick or treating alone. $OZD\V¿QGDWOHDVW
one friend who can accompany your child.
Let’s work together to make sure our children have a safe, productive year. Take
these tips into consideration, and please go over them frequently throughout the
year. If you have any questions or concerns regarding school safety or Halloween
safety, please contact your school or visit www.nsc.org and look for the “back to
school safety” section.

1HXLVQHZ([WHQVLRQHGXFDWRU
The Scott and Carver County ExtenVLRQRI¿FHVZHOFRPHAbby Neu as Extension Educator, Agriculture Production Systems. Abby started the CarverScott position in late August and will be
providing education, programming, and
support in the areas of crops, livestock,
agriculture business, and commercial
horticulture.
Professional and personal experiences have provided Abby with well-rounded exposure to Minnesota’s agriculture.
She comes to Extension from the seed
production industry; prior to that, she
ZDVDOLYHVWRFNQXWULWLRQLVWZLWKD¿UP
in Dakota County.
Abby will be focusing her efforts on
continuing successful programming (including the City to County Tour) as well
as building new programs to serve area
residents. Programming scheduled includes land rent seminars in both counties on Nov. 6, a regional horse owner

education program on Nov.
19,
private
pesticide applicator trainLQJLQ-DQXDU\
and the annual
Dairy Expo in
Carver County
on Feb. 17.
Abby
is
a University
of Minnesota
graduate and
Abby Neu
a
long-time
supporter of Extension, having served
on the state equine advisory board and
volunteered with 4-H programs.
Please feel free to stop by the
6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQ RI¿FH WR PHHW
Abby! She can also be contacted diUHFWO\DW  RUE\HPDLODW
neux0012@umn.edu.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND6&$/( DOLWWOHPRUH
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know – such as how your tax
GROODUVDUHEHLQJSXWWRXVH$IWHUDOO
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty
clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited
UHVRXUFHV´6RZDWFKWKLVSDJHIRUFXUrent and future information from us and
our many SCALE partners!

From Prior Lake:
Community’s free Autumn
Gathering set for Oct. 12
Come for the free Autumn Gathering, featuring family fun, music, horse
drawn wagon and pony rides, pickleball, Chuckles the Clown, kettle corn,
LQÀDWDEOHV JRXUG SDLQWLQJ DQG PRUH
RQ 6DWXUGD\ 2FW  IURP    SP
at Lakefront Park, 5000 Kop Parkway,
LQ 3ULRU /DNH 1HZ WKLV \HDU D SKRWR
scavenger hunt! Bring your camera or
VPDUWSKRQHWRSDUWLFLSDWH7DNHWKHUHquired pictures with RECS the Duck
and receive a special gift and a chance
DWDJUDQGSUL]H

From Savage:
Savage Fire offers
Halloween party
Celebrate Halloween with the SavDJH)LUH'HSDUWPHQWIURPWRSPRQ
7KXUVGD\2FW&KLOGUHQDQGDGXOWV
are encouraged to come in costume and
enjoy free games and candy while meetLQJORFDO¿UH¿JKWHUV

Hear from Savage Council
Candidates on October 22
The Savage Chamber of Commerce
will host a candidate forum on Tuesday,
2FWIRUWKHVL[SHRSOHUXQQLQJ
IRUWKH6DYDJH&LW\&RXQFLO7KHPRGerated forum will provide time for each
FDQGLGDWH WR ¿HOG SUHSDUHG TXHVWLRQV
from the public and local businesses,
ZKLFK ZLOO JLYH 6DYDJH UHVLGHQWV ¿UVW
KDQGH[SRVXUHWRWKHFDQGLGDWHV
The forum, which will be open to the
SXEOLFZLOOEHJLQDWSPLQWKH&LW\
&RXQFLO &KDPEHUV DW &LW\ +DOO 7KH
event will be broadcast live on Savage
79  7KH JHQHUDO HOHFWLRQ LV 7XHVGD\
1RYHPEHU   7KH FDQGLGDWHV LQFOXGH
incumbents Gene Abbott and Jane Victorey, with challengers Shaun Alexander, James “Chuck” Boisvert, Jeremy
6H\NRUDDQG-RVK:HOWHU

Learning about development opportunities
7KH6FRWW&RXQW\$VVRFLDWLRQIRU/HDGHUVKLSDQG(I¿FLHQF\ 6&$/( ZLWKWKHOHDGHUVKLSRIWKH)LUVW6WRS6KRS
KHOGLWV¿UVWHYHU³%URNHUVDQG'HYHORSHUV'D\´HYHQWRQ6HSWFRKRVWHGE\WKH6KDNRSHH0GHZDNDQWRQ6LRX[
&RPPXQLW\DQG&DQWHUEXU\3DUN&LW\DQG&RXQW\RI¿FLDOVVXFKDV6DYDJH&LW\$GPLQLVWUDWRU%DUU\6WRFN XSSHU
OHIW DQG6FRWW&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWRU*DU\6KHOWRQ ORZHUOHIW ZHUHRQKDQGWRYLVLWZLWKODQGGHYHORSHUVUHDOHVWDWH
DJHQWVDQGEXLOGHUVDERXWWKHRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWLQ6FRWW&RXQW\

KDSSHQLQJLQ6DYDJHWKHVHGD\V
The list of work that has kept staff
busy over the past year includes City
initiatives such as construction of the
Savage Sports Center, renovation of
Savage City Liquor’s Marketplace
store, expansion of the Public Works
building, acquisition of the Savage Post
2I¿FH EXLOGLQJ DQG WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ RI
WKHIRUPHURI¿FHVSDFHDWWKHOLEUDU\WR
accommodate Savage Social Club and
WKH6DYDJH$UWV&RXQFLOPHHWLQJV
Endeavors by other entities, too,
have required the City’s attention to
ensure the projects are done in accordance with existing ordinances, policies
DQGSURFHGXUHV7KHVHLQFOXGHSURMHFWV
that have become reality, like Beckhoff
Automation and Aspen Academy, and
several other commercial development
concept plans that have yet to break
JURXQG 5HVLGHQWLDO SURMHFWV ± WKUHH LQ
all across the city – have added to the
OHYHORIDFWLYLW\LQ6DYDJHDVZHOO
,Q DGGLWLRQ 6WRFN WRXFKHG RQ SURMects that he expects will get underway
LQWKHFRPLQJ\HDU$UHVLGHQWLDOGHYHOopment featuring assisted living apartments and memory care units has been
SURSRVHGIRUWKHDUHDEHKLQGWKHOLEUDU\
He’s also heard from developers contemplating a higher-end apartment comSOH[ QHDU /LIH7LPH )LWQHVV7KH FRPplex may have its own pool, recreation
FHQWHUDQGGRJSDUN
The complete State of the City adGUHVVLVSRVWHGDWFLW\RIVDYDJHFRP

Savage administrator
presents City update
The lull in development activity that
forced the City of Savage to trim costs
a few years back is being replaced with
proposals and projects that now have
VWDIIKRSSLQJ,QKLVDQQXDO6WDWHRIWKH
City address to businesses, City Administrator Barry Stock said much is

4-Mile Halloween Run
and Youth Fun Run
Savage Recreation will host a 4-Mile
Halloween Run and Youth Fun Run on

6DWXUGD\ 2FWREHU  DW 6DYDJH &RPPXQLW\3DUN5XQQHUVDUHHQFRXUDJHGWR
GUHVVLQFRVWXPH7KHHQWU\IHHLQFOXGHV
WVKLUW UHIUHVKPHQWV DQG DZDUGV 7KH
youth Fun Run will immediately follow
WKH PLOH UXQ ZKLFK EHJLQV DW  SP
(DFK FKLOG ZLOO UHFHLYH D UDFH ULEERQ
5HJLVWHUDWFLW\RIVDYDJHFRPUHF7KRVH
UHJLVWHULQJ EHIRUH 2FW  ZLOO UHFHLYH
D  GLVFRXQW 6DPH GD\ UHJLVWUDWLRQV
will be accepted; however, we cannot
JXDUDQWHHDWVKLUW

From Shakopee:
City of Shakopee hires four
IXOOWLPH¿UH¿JKWHUV
Over the last few years, the Shakopee Fire Department has been looking for
ways to improve its daytime response to
ensure residents and businesses receive
WKHIDVWHVWVHUYLFHSRVVLEOH
,Q 6HSWHPEHU WKH 6KDNRSHH &LW\
&RXQFLOYRWHGWRKLUHIRXUIXOOWLPH¿UH¿JKWHUVWRSURYLGHGD\WLPH¿UHUHVSRQVH
LQWKH&LW\RI6KDNRSHH7KHQHZIXOO
WLPH¿UH¿JKWHUVZLOOSURYLGHHPHUJHQF\
response Monday through Friday, when
WKH&LW\¶VSDLGRQFDOO¿UH¿JKWHUVDUHDW
their full-time jobs and not able to leave
ZRUNRUZRUNRXWVLGHWKHFRPPXQLW\
7KHVH IXOOWLPH ¿UH¿JKWHUV ZLOO EH
able to leave the station or assigned duties for the day as soon as the emergency
call comes through, thus improving the
City’s response times in many cases by
DQ HVWLPDWHG ¿YH WR VL[ PLQXWHV 7KH\
will also be responsible for maintaining the department’s equipment, asVLVWLQJ ZLWK ¿UH SUHYHQWLRQ DQG SXEOLF
education efforts and inspecting local
EXVLQHVVHV
Four previously paid-on-call ShakoSHH¿UH¿JKWHUVZHUHVHOHFWHGIURPPRUH
WKDQ  DSSOLFDQWV WKURXJK D FRPSUHhensive, four-step hiring process, which
included a written test and two rounds
RILQWHUYLHZV

QHZ PDQXIDFWXULQJ IDFLOLW\ RI¿FH DQG
call center in the Deans Lake Business
3DUN 6HSWHPEHU   7KH WZRVWRU\
VTXDUHIRRW IDFLOLW\ LV VFKHGXOHGWREHFRPSOHWHGE\-XO\
6KXWWHUÀ\ LQWHQGV WR EULQJ DSSUR[LPDWHO\  SHUPDQHQW MREV WR WKH DUHD
RYHUWKHQH[WWZRWR¿YH\HDUVZLWKDQ
DYHUDJHZDJHRISHUKRXU+XQdreds of seasonal jobs are also expectHG 0LQQHVRWD *RYHUQRU 0DUN 'D\WRQ
DWWHQGHGWKHJURXQGEUHDNLQJFHUHPRQ\
The groundbreaking follows Datacard Group’s announcement that it
plans to move its corporate headquarWHUV IURP 0LQQHWRQND WR 6KDNRSHH
Datacard, one of the largest global proYLGHUVRIVHFXUHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQGFDUG
issuance solutions, plans to renovate a
VTXDUHIRRW IDFLOLW\ DW 
Park Place in Shakopee for its more than
HPSOR\HHV,WVPRYHLVSODQQHGWR
WDNHSODFHLQ
7KH IRUPHU RZQHU RI  3DUN
Place, TE Connectivity, also announced its intention to move into a
QHZVTXDUHIRRWRI¿FHODEDQG
warehouse building, which is currently under construction at the corner of
)RXUWK$YHQXH DQG 6KHQDQGRDK 'ULYH
The building is expected to be completHGLQDQGZLOOKRXVH7(&RQQHFWLYLW\¶VDSSUR[LPDWHO\HPSOR\HHV

Register for Jack-O-Lantern
5K, Kids Pumpkin Run

Dress in costume and join us for
WKH ¿IWK DQQXDO -DFN2/DQWHUQ .
DQG .LGV 3XPSNLQ 5XQ 6DWXUGD\ 2FW
  +DOORZHHQ
costumes are enFRXUDJHG ZLWK
prizes for best
FRVWXPH  SOXV
awards for the top
three male and fePDOH ¿QLVKHUV LQ
HDFKDJHJURXS
7KH.VWDUWVDWDPZLWKWKH.LGV
6KXWWHUÀ\EUHDNVJURXQGRQ 3XPSNLQ5XQWRIROORZ%RWKUDFHVEHa new Shakopee facility
gin and end at Shakopee Community
6KXWWHUÀ\ ,QF D &DOLIRUQLDEDVHG &HQWHU  )XOOHU 6WUHHW 6 6KDNRcompany that offers free online photo SHH 5HJLVWUDWLRQIRUWKH.LVXQstorage and produces and sells photo- WLO2FWRURQUDFHGD\5HJLVWHU
based merchandise, broke ground on a 6&$/(WRQH[WSDJH
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86'$SURJUDPSDUWLFLSDQWV 0HW&RXQFLOUHSV
Both Met Council memserve on several commust pay attention to rules bers
mittees that have been espe-

With current crop prices, it appears
landowners are now making decisions
that are not only affecting their families but their neighbors as well when it
FRPHV WR VHOOLQJ DQG UHQWLQJ FURSODQG
Over the last few years, more acres are
being brought into agricultural production, and fewer acres are remaining in
conservation programs like the ConserYDWLRQ 5HVHUYH 3URJUDP &53  7KHUH
are more producers who are becoming
ODQGRZQHUV DQGRU UHQWLQJ QHZ ODQG
and fewer landowners who have any say
LQZKDWKDSSHQVRQWKHLUIDUPV
³,WVHHPVDVLISUHVHUYLQJZRRGODQG
acres and native grass plantings are no
longer needed but considered more of a
nuisance,” says Katundra Shears, DisWULFW &RQVHUYDWLRQLVW ZLWK WKH 1DWXUDO
Resources Conservation Service in JorGDQ7KHUHDUHFRQFHUQVWKDWPDQ\IDUPers today aren’t thinking about possible
consequences as it relates to water quality, soil health, erosion, and even proJUDPHOLJLELOLW\DVD86'$SDUWLFLSDQW
,I \RX DUH D 86'$ SDUWLFLSDQW ZKR

SCALE

From page 12

WKURXJKDFWLYHFRP
3XPSNLQ5XQUHJLVWUDWLRQLV5HJLVWHURQOLQHDWZZZFLVKDNRSHHPQXV
RQOLQHUHJLVWUDWLRQFIP ZLWK SURJUDP
FRGH³-DFNR´.LGV3XPSNLQ5XQ
registration will not be taken day of
UDFH  )LQG PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DW ZZZ
FLVKDNRSHHPQXV-DFNRODQWHUQNFIP

)URPWKH606&
Volunteerism is more than just a
concept at the Shakopee Mdewakanton
6LRX[&RPPXQLW\)RRGGULYHVIXQGraisers, and volunteering time support
the SMSC’s cultural and social traditions
RIDVVLVWLQJWKRVHLQQHHG7KHHIIRUWVRI
members and employees pitching in to
contribute their time and resources is
KHOSLQJRWKHUVLQYDULRXVZD\V

&$3$JHQF\%HQH¿WVIURP
Successful Partnership
The SMSC has been able to donate
DVLJQL¿FDQWDPRXQWRIIRRGWRWKHORFDO
&$3$JHQF\RYHUWKH\HDUV'RQDWLRQV
EHQH¿W FKLOGUHQ DQG IDPLOLHV LQ 6FRWW
Carver, and Dakota counties who are in
QHHG/RFDWHGQH[WWR&DQWHUEXU\3DUN
WKHQRQSUR¿WDVVLVWVSHRSOHZLWKIHHGing their families, feeding senior citizens, school readiness, crisis childcare,
parenting education, heating homes,
DQGKROLGD\WR\GLVWULEXWLRQSURJUDPV
Each year, Mystic Lake Casino Hotel
holds a fundraiser for the CAP Agency
DURXQGWKHKROLGD\V,QWKHHYHQW
UDLVHG  (PSOR\HHV RI WULEDO
enterprises donated the items for this
HYHQW ZKLFK KDV UDLVHG  IRU
&$3VLQFH7KH606&KDVGRQDWHGDQDGGLWLRQDOVLQFHWR
the CAP Agency, primarily to its food
VKHOIDQGIRULWVKROLGD\SURJUDPV
'XULQJ WKH VXPPHU RI  &RPmunity members and staff collected and
GRQDWHG  SRXQGV RI IRRG DQG
 LQ GRQDWLRQV LQ D IRRG GULYH
FRQGXFWHGDWWULEDOHQWHUSULVHVWREHQH¿W
&$3$VRIODVWVXPPHUSURGXFHIURP

&$3 $JHQF\ EHQH¿WV IURP IRRG
FROOHFWLRQVKHOGE\WKH6&0&

From Page 1

has recently purchased or rented crop
ground, here are a couple of things you
should know:
 &KHFNZLWK\RXUORFDO15&6RI¿FH WR VHH LI WKHUH DUH ZHWODQG
DFUHV DQGRU +LJKO\ (URGLEOH
/DQG +(/ RQWKDWFURSJURXQG
,IWKHUHDUHPDNHVXUH\RXDUHLQ
compliance with the wetland and
HEL provisions as a program
SDUWLFLSDQW
1RQFRPSOLDQFH
could jeopardize your program
EHQH¿WV
 Make sure you submit requests
to your local Farm Service
$JHQF\ )6$ ZKHQSHUIRUPLQJ
any drainage work, tree removal,
et cetera at least three months in
DGYDQFHRIWKHZRUNWREHGRQH
 /DVWO\ 15&6 VWDII LV KHUH WR
provide assistance to you as it
relates to conservation on your
ODQG
&RQWDFW WKH -RUGDQ 15&6 RI¿FH
LI \RX KDYH DQ\ TXHVWLRQV DW  


FLDOO\DFWLYH:XOIIVHUYHVDV
the liaison from the Council
on the Metropolitan Parks
and Open Spaces CommitWHH 7KLV JURXS SURYLGHV
recommendations for grant
funds for regional parks
and helps with parks and
WUDLOV SODQQLQJ 6KH LV DOVR
*DU\9DQ(\OO
Wendy Wulff
working on the Transportation Policy Plan, and she has worked ZKR SUHYLRXVO\ ZRUNHG IRU WKH 86
on implementing some changes in the &HQVXV%XUHDX
VHZHU DFFHVV FKDUJHV 6$&  WKDW PXVW
Van Eyll and his wife, Barbara, have
be paid for any expanded use of the three adult children and seven grandregional wastewater treatment system children that he is pleased to have living
ZKLFKLVRYHUVHHQE\WKH0HW&RXQFLO QHDUE\
She recently helped get SAC charges for
Wulff and her husband, Daniel, a foroutdoor seating reduced by 75 percent; mer Sergeant on the Minneapolis Police
a change which she believes helped IRUFH¶VERPEVTXDG ZKRZDVVHULRXVO\
VRPHEXVLQHVVHVRSHQSDWLRVHDWLQJ+HU LQMXUHGHLJKW\HDUVDJRLQDQH[SORVLRQ 
Council assignments include the Envi- KDYHWKUHHVRQV7KHLUVRQ5REHUWDQG
ronment and Community Development his wife, Megan, live in Scott County,
FRPPLWWHHV
another son is active duty military, and
9DQ (\OO D 86 0DULQH &RUSV YHW- the youngest is attending Lakeville
eran, serves on the Management and 1RUWK+LJK6FKRRO
(QYLURQPHQWDO FRPPLWWHHV 7KH IRUAn Army veteran, Wulff and her
mer Chaska Fire Chief chairs the Audit husband met in the military; after active
&RPPLWWHH DQG WKH 7KULYH 063  duty, she served in the Army Reserve
WKHWULEH¶V:R]XSL JDUGHQ ZDVGRQDWHG Committee, which is working with lo- IRU\HDUV7KHLUROGHVWVRQIRUPHUO\
ZHHNO\7RLQVWLOOYROXQWHHULVPLQ\RXQJ cal units of government to develop an in active duty, is now in the Guard, and
tribal members, children and youth per- updated regional development plan for their middle son is currently in active
sonally delivered produce to the CAP WKH PHWUR DUHD ³, UHDOO\ HQMR\ ORRNLQJ GXW\
at and being the organization that forms
<RX PD\ UHDFK :XOII DW ZHQG\
$JHQF\
a plan to help determine what our met- ZXOII#PHWFVWDWHPQXV RU   
DUHD ZLOO ORRN OLNH LQ   9DQ (\OO FDQ EH FRQWDFWHG DW
Volunteers make an impact URSROLWDQ
Chairing that committee has been very JDU\YDQH\OO#PHWFVWDWHPQXVRU  
SMSC member John Vig, Sr LV interesting and exciting,” said Van Eyll, 
demonstrating the importance of volunteering through a long-time friendship with SMSC Gaming Enterprise
employee Wallace (“Jack”) Jackman
Through their relationship -- which
started when Jack was a bingo caller in
WKHRULJLQDO%LQJR+DOOGXULQJWKHV
and continuing over the years -- a strong
IULHQGVKLSKDVGHYHORSHG-DFNZKRKDV
been involved as a volunteer with Project Sweetie Pie for many years, encourRecently, the Air Expo – an event his wings were ripped off, leaving just
aged his friend John to also get involved about military veterans and the aircraft KLPDQGWKHIXVHODJH+HVWDUWHGWRVSLQ
-- so over the past few years, John has WKH\ ÀHZ ZKHQ VHUYLQJ RXU FRXQWU\  when the tail hit a boulder, ripping the
donated his time and his tractor to till ZDV KHOG DW WKH )O\LQJ &ORXG $LUSRUW WDLO RII  7KLV VSXQ WKH SODQH WKH RWKHU
 LQQHUFLW\ JDUGHQV Project Sweetie Showcased were vintage aircraft from ZD\WHDULQJRIIWKHHQJLQH+HHYHQWXPie helps youth and their families grow ::,, DQG RWKHU ZDUV WKDW KDYH EHHQ ally glided to a stop with just the cockproduce on formerly unused land, par- NHSW LQ À\LQJ FRQGLWLRQ EHFDXVH RI WKH SLW&KLQHVHIDUPHUVKHOSHGKLPRXWRI
ticipating in all aspects of growing veg- GHGLFDWLRQ RI PDQ\ YROXQWHHUV  0DQ\ the plane and hid him until dark, later
etables in scattered gardens in their own veterans were on hand to speak of their UHWXUQLQJKLPWRKLVXQLW
QHLJKERUKRRGV )RU KLV ZLOOLQJQHVV WR H[SHULHQFHV
7KH VDFUL¿FH WKLV SHUVRQ DQG VR
help, John was presented with a Project
2QH IDVFLQDWLQJ VSHDNHU D ::,, PDQ\ RWKHUV PDGH ZDV LQFUHGLEOH 6R
Sweetie Pie t-shirt, a sense of accom- veteran from Minnesota, was one of you may ask, what does this amazing
SOLVKPHQWDQGORWVRIVPLOHV
only three still living survivors of the story have to do with recycling? Simply
IDPRXV³)O\LQJ7LJHUV´ WKHVW$PHUL- put, patriotism
SMSC member Joanne Zacharias can Volunteer Group of the Chinese
'XULQJ :RUOG :DU ,, D ORW RI WKH
volunteers her time for Simply Out- $LU)RUFHLQ± 7KHVHSLORWV waste stream was recycled and reused…
door Experiences 62(  D QRQSUR¿W volunteered before the United States en- UHF\FOLQJZDVFRQVLGHUHGSDWULRWLF7KH
organization which creates opportuni- WHUHG::,,WR¿JKWWKH-DSDQHVHLQYDG- reason “The Greatest Generation” reties for families, veterans, and people LQJ &KLQD  +H GHVFULEHG  RQH SDUWLFX- cycled was not for personal gain, but
ZLWK VSHFLDO QHHGV 6KH XVHV KHU RZQ ODUPLVVLRQKHÀHZDWWDFNLQJ-DSDQHVH IRUDJUHDWHUFDXVHWRZLQWKHZDU$QG
ERDWDQGHTXLSPHQWWRWDNHSHRSOH¿VK- planes on the ground – disabling many UHF\FOLQJLVVWLOOSDWULRWLFWRGD\,WJHQing who might not otherwise have the E\ VWUD¿QJ WKHP  7KH 7LJHUV ZHUH VR HUDWHV$PHULFDQMREVDQGORFDOUHYHQXH
FKDQFH2QHPHPRUDEOHH[SHULHQFHLQ proud of the job they had accomplished, ,QIDFWODQG¿OOLQJWRQVRIZDVWH
WDNLQJDJURXSRIYHWHUDQV¿VK- WKH\GHFLGHGWRJREDFNDQGGRLWDJDLQ FUHDWHV VL[ MREV EXW UHF\FOLQJ 
ing for four days, funded by an SMSC 1RWDJRRGLGHD
WRQVRIZDVWHFUHDWHVMREV
JUDQW &DOOHG Heroes on the Water, the
event drew veterans from all branches
Their commanders had always told
The County Solid Waste Manageof the service, including two World War the pilots never go in for a second time PHQW0DVWHU3ODQ 6:003 DSSURYHG
,,YHWHUDQV
DQGWKH\VRRQIRXQGRXWZK\7KH-DSD- LQKDVQHZJRDOVLQZDVWHUHGXFnese saw them coming back around and tion by increasing the County’s recyPolar Plunge 2014
now were able to focus their antiaircraft cling rate and decreasing the amount of
Although it’s still early, we encour- JXQV RQ WKH SODQHV  7KLV SLORW¶V SODQH ZDVWH EHLQJ ODQG¿OOHG  7KHVH DFWLRQV
age local residents to Save the Date – was hit, damaging his engine’s coolant in waste reduction are now being con6DWXUGD\ )HEUXDU\    IRU WKH OLQHV +H UHDOL]HG KLV SODQH ZDV JRLQJ nected to reducing greenhouse gases by
Polar Plunge at Sandy Point Beach on to become disabled, but he didn’t want the Minnesota Pollution Control AgenPrior Lake! Last year 70 plungers from WREDLORXWDQGULVNEHLQJFDSWXUHG+H F\ 03&$  ZKR KDG WR DSSURYH WKH
WKH606&UDLVHGPRUHWKDQIRU GHFLGHGWRÀ\EDFNWRWKHVDIHW\RIKLV &RXQW\¶VPRVWUHFHQWSODQ5HF\FOLQJ
6SHFLDO 2O\PSLFV 2XU JRDO LQ  LV EDVH$IWHUPLQXWHVKLVHQJLQHTXLW today is so simple, especially with most
WRGRXEOHWKDWDPRXQW,I\RXWKLQN\RX VRKHQHHGHGDSODFHWRODQG+HVSRWWHG haulers providing single-sort collection
can beat that, then start putting your Po- a road and glided down to land but now VHUYLFHV6ROHW¶VSLWFKLQE\UHF\FOLQJ
lar Plunge team together, raising pledge could see large boulders lining both just like our parents and grandparents
dollars, and planning team costumes! VLGHVRIWKHURDG8SRQODQGLQJERWKRI did, for the greater good!
/HW¶VVXSSRUW6SHFLDO2O\PSLFVLQ

Past generations did
amazing things; we can do
the same with recycling
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services
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Prepare your lawn and
garden for winter now

With the arrival of chillier weather,
it’s important to take steps to complete
your harvest and keep your yard and
Veterans will continue to receive health care garden protected through the next several months. Prepare shrubs, trees, and
through VA rather than Affordable Care Act
grass now so that they will return lush
The Department of Veterans Affairs has launched an awareness campaign and a and healthy in the spring.
new website, www.va.gov/aca, to let veterans know what the Affordable Care Act Turf
According to Bob Mugaas, former
(ACA) means for them and their families. Veterans receiving health care from the
University
of Minnesota Extension Ed'HSDUWPHQWRI9HWHUDQV$IIDLUVZLOOVHHQRFKDQJHLQWKHLUEHQH¿WVRURXWRISRFNHW
ucator,
a
healthy
spring lawn begins the
costs when portions of the ACA take effect next year.
previous
fall.
Successfully
preparing
“VA wants all veterans to receive health care that improves their health and wellthe
lawn
will
help
it
survive
the
upcombeing,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “If you are enrolled in
ing
winter
months,
while
also
encouragVA health care, you do not need to take any additional steps to meet the health care
law coverage standards. If you are not enrolled in VA health care, you can apply ing a healthy start for next spring. October can be one of the best times for grass
at any time.”
“VA encourages eligible veterans who are not enrolled in VA’s health care sys- growth and recovery.
Reduce mowing heights to two to
tem to take advantage of the world-class care we provide to the men and women
2½
inches for the last part of the season.
who have served this nation in uniform,” Shinseki added. Veterans can apply for
Cease
lawn mowing when temperatures
9$KHDOWKFDUHDWDQ\WLPHE\YLVLWLQJWKHLUORFDO&RXQW\9HWHUDQV6HUYLFH2I¿FH
are
cooler
and the grass shoot growth
VA’s health care system for veterans has no enrollment fee, no monthly premihas
essentially
stopped.
ums, and no deductibles. Most veterans also have no out-of-pocket costs, though
some may have small copayments for some health care or prescription drugs. “VA
will continue to provide veterans with high quality, comprehensive health care and
RWKHUEHQH¿WVWKH\KDYHHDUQHGWKURXJKWKHLUVHUYLFH´VDLG'U5REHUW3HW]HO9$¶V
chief physician and undersecretary for health.
Not too long ago, veterans who were receiving healthcare through the VA were
mailed information regarding the ACA and its impact on VA healthcare. If you are
actively enrolled in the VA health care system, there is nothing you need to do. You
DUHDOUHDG\FRYHUHG,I\RXKDYHDQ\TXHVWLRQVDWDOOSOHDVHFRQWDFWRXURI¿FHDW
 DQGZHZLOOJHW\RXWKHLQIRUPDWLRQ\RXQHHG

Minnesota Military Radio Hour
The Minnesota Military Radio Hour is a one hour weekly program that discusses veterans and military issues. The host is Tom Lyons, a US Air Force veteran
who served in Vietnam and a strong advocate for all things military and veteran.
He is involved with the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Campaign and the Minnesota
Military Families Foundation.
7KHSURJUDPDLUVRQ6XQGD\VIURPWRDPRQ$0.7&17KLVSURgram can be heard locally on Saturdays from 6 to 7 a.m. on AM 1350 KCHK and
FM KRDS 95.5 in New Prague. On this program, you will hear weekly from the
Adjutant General of the Minnesota National Guard, Rick Nash, and the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, Larry Shelito. You will
also hear from a vast array of people dedicated to serving our great country, our
state, and our veterans.

Prepare garage for winter
by properly storing items
By now you may have begun to winterize your home, your lawn and garden
are likely nearing the end of their growing season, and your summer toys will
soon be put away until spring. However, there is still one more job remaining before winter sets in: organizing and
properly storing your home and garden
chemicals. Proper chemical storage is
important for protecting the health of
homeowners and their families. In addition, storing paints and pesticides correctly will also protect the environment
and preserve the quality of the products
themselves.

Most latex products (paint, caulk, et
cetera) will be rendered useless by exposure to freezing temperatures, even
for just a short period of time. Thus,
if you have unused latex paint in your
garage, store it in your basement over
the winter or bring it to the Scott County
HHW Facility for proper management.
By bringing it to the HHW Facility before it freezes, you can keep those products in a usable condition – and that will
help to keep your taxes lower by allowing the products to be reused by some-

one else through our RE-USE Room.
Visit our HHW website at www.co.scott.
mn.us/HHW for more information on
managing hazardous household chemicals in Scott County.
Always store your leftover chemicals in a secure, dry, well-ventilated
area that is protected from large swings
of temperature.
Storing chemicals
in a hot area can create unsafe conditions, while freezing temperatures can
often reduce the effectiveness of those
chemicals. There should always be
enough room to keep your fertilizers,
fungicides, insecticides, and herbicides
separated. Always store your chemicals
in their original containers, with legible labels. Your storage area should be
enclosed so leaks or spills can be contained or cleaned without affecting surrounding soil or ground water. Be sure
WR VWRUH ÀDPPDEOH OLTXLGV DZD\ IURP
any potential ignition sources, like your
furnace or pilot light.
Experts also recommend that homeowners keep basic cleaning supplies
near their pesticide storage area, so that
spills or leaks can be quickly addressed.
At a minimum, these cleaning supplies
should include rubber gloves, absorbents such as kitty litter or paper towels,
and a container to seal the used cleanup materials. Now that your garage is
ready for winter, you can sit back and
relax – and wait for the arrival of those
¿UVWJDUGHQLQJFDWDORJVLQWKHPDLOQH[W
-DQXDU\

Early October can still be an excellent time for controlling those pesky perennial broadleaf weeds, such as dandelion and creeping Charlie. Best control
with most available herbicide products
is achieved when daytime temperatures
are above 50 degrees Fahrenheit, but
OHVVWKDQDERXWGHJUHHV%HVXUHWKDW
neither the grass nor the weeds you are
intending to treat are under any drought
stress.
In the Twin Cities, a late season application of nitrogen fertilizer should
be put down around Halloween. At this
time of year, the nitrogen is taken up
into the plant and stored where it can
be quickly accessed next spring by the
growing grass plant. Follow this application with about ¼ to ½ inch of water
to move the nutrients into the soil where
they can be taken up by the roots. Never
apply fertilizer to frozen ground.

When applying fertilizer to your
lawn, remember that the use of
phosphorus fertilizer is restricted in
Minnesota.
Fertilizers containing phosphorus
may be used only if one of the following situations exists:
x A soil test or plant tissue test
shows a need for phosphorus.
x A new lawn is being
established by seeding or
laying sod.
x The fertilizer is being applied
on a golf course by trained
staff.

x The fertilizer is being applied
on farms that grow sod for sale.
When these situations do not exist,
state law requires that a phosphorus-free
lawn fertilizer must be used. The nutrient value of a fertilizer is indicated by
a series of three numbers printed on its
container. The numbers represent percent nutrient content of nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium, in that order.
Thus, a fertilizer marked with 22-0-15
is phosphorus-free, as the middle number is zero.
A thin layer of leaves can be left on
the lawn as long as they are ultimately chopped up as the lawn is mowed
through the fall.
Fruits and Vegetables
Clean up and compost windfall or
un-picked fruit to avoid spreading diseases and pests in your orchard over
winter. Be sure to send diseased foliage
to a commercial composting operation
-- do not place it into your home compost bin.
Dig up remaining root crops (like
parsnips, fall radishes, and carrots) before the ground freezes. Cold-tolerant
crops like Brussels sprouts, Chinese
cabbage, spinach, and some other greens
will tolerate temperatures in the mid- to
upper 20s, but harvest them when colder
temperatures threaten.
Those full compost bins can be emptied onto garden beds in fall. Compost
can be worked into the soil in the fall, or
left to be tilled in spring.

Woody Plants
Make sure trees and shrubs go into
winter well-watered. It’s easy to stop
focusing on watering after September,
but plants need at least one inch of water
every couple of weeks through the fall
until the ground freezes.
Some shrubs need to be wrapped
with burlap to protect them from frost. If
you’ve experienced frost damage in the
past, make sure to protect these plants
before the temperature dips. Spread a
layer of mulch around the base of plants
to provide insulation for the winter. Wait
until spring to fertilize shrubs and trees.
Perennials
0DQ\ RI RXU SHUHQQLDO ÀRZHUV EHQH¿WIURPDWOHDVWDWKLQOD\HURIZLQWHU
SURWHFWLRQMXVWDWRUDIWHUWKH¿UVWIURVW
just in case we have early or late cold
snaps without adequate snow cover.
If you have excess leaves to remove
from your lawns, why not rake them
RQWR \RXU ÀRZHU EHGV UDWKHU WKDQ EDJging and disposing of them? The thick,
wet layer can be an excellent source of
moisture and weed control through the
spring, and the earthworms and other
invertebrates take care of breaking it
down in time for summer growth. A
layer of organic material in your beds
or woodland makes a cozy winter bed
IRUVRPHRIRXUEHQH¿FLDOQDWLYHLQVHFWV
and amphibians.
Consider waiting until spring to cut
down tall perennials that can also provide habitat, as well as adding height
and interest to your winter landscape.
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Historical SCENE

Artifacts tell stories, help us understand history
Storytelling is powerful. The stories
associated with objects -- what they are,
how they were used, who owned them,
and what they mean -- helps bring them
to life. Whether the object is a book,
a suit of clothing, or a souvenir from a
special event, it can document a city’s
growth or decline, tell us what people
used to wear, or describe what was once
considered fun. Most importantly, obMHFWVDUHVLJQL¿FDQWSLHFHVRIRQH¶VSHUsonal history.
When an object’s story is lost, replacing the human connections it once had
FDQ EH GLI¿FXOW  ,PDJLQH D WLPH ZKHQ
no one recognizes the people in your
family portrait, or your grandmother’s
wedding dress is just another example of
Victorian outerwear. The Scott County
Historical Society, through the preservation of artifacts and their stories, exists to save and share our community’s
history. That mission is a link to your
story. It is a link to your family. It is a
link to you.
On Sept. 26, the SCHS opened its
newest exhibit titled Storied Treasures;
Highlighting the Collections of the Scott
County Historical Society. Here are
some of our community’s stories on display in the exhibit:

St. Ben’s Ballot Box
Saint Benedict’s Catholic Church
was founded in Helena Township on

6HSWHPEHU    7KH FKXUFK ZDV
originally organized as a Benedictine
mission by Reverend Cornelius Wittman and, in its early days, Benedictine
SULHVWVIURP-RUGDQWUDYHOHGWRWKHSDUish for weekly Mass.
Services were held in private homes
XQWLOZKHQDORJEXLOGLQJPHDVXULQJ  IHHW E\  IHHW ZDV EXLOW 7KDW
same year, a priest from the recently
formed Saint Paul diocese was assigned
to Saint Benedict’s. The congregation
PRYHGLQWRDQHZFKXUFKLQDQG
DJDLQLQZKHQDEULFNEXLOGLQJZDV
constructed. Franciscan priests were
placed in charge of Saint Benedict’s in
 DQG WKH\ DOVR RSHUDWHG D VFKRRO
cemetery, and residences for nuns and
priests.
%\ WKH ODWH V 6DLQW %HQHGLFW¶V
KDG¿UPO\HVWDEOLVKHGLWVHOIDVDFORVH
knit, rural church community. While
the town eventually boasted a creamery,
VDZPLOODQGSRVWRI¿FHWKHFKXUFKZDV
the center of activity. Virtually everyone
was Roman Catholic, children attended
the church’s school, and the most exciting local entertainment was the church
baseball team. Saint Benedict’s Catholic Church was also the meeting and
polling place for Helena Township. The
ballot box seen here was used for every
type of election, until the church closed
its doors in 2011 and merged with Saint
Wenceslaus Catholic Church in New

Prague as part of the archdiocese’s reorganization plan.

USS Carl Vinson Tablecloth
The USS Carl Vinson is a nuclear
class supercarrier named after Carl
Vinson, a Congressman from Georgia (1914-1965) and Chairman of the
House Naval Affairs and Armed Services Committee (1949-1965).
/DXQFKHGLQCarl Vinson par-

for making 1,000 loaves of bread and
12,000 donuts each day in order to feed
a crew of over 6,000 sailors. The tablecloth seen here was used in the supercarrier’s main galley.

&KLHI6KDNRSHH¶V5LÀH

Before we were entertained by the
Renaissance Festival and Mystic Lake
Casino, there was the Stagecoach Museum. Founded in 1951 by Ozzie and
Marie Klavestad, the Stagecoach was
located on Highway 101 between Savage and Shakopee. Ironically, it was the
site of an actual stagecoach line known
as the Gallenbeck Stagestop, and is today just west of where Highways 101
and 169 intersect.
At its height, the Stagecoach included the museum and restaurant, the Bella
Union Opera House, a wax museum,
DQG6DQG%XUU*XOFKDQGDQEXLOGing “Old West” town with 75 life-sized
PRYLQJ¿JXUHVDQGIDVWGUDZVKRRWRXWV
every Sunday.
But the biggest lure by far was Ozzie
A USS Carl Vinson (nuclear class
supercarrier) tablecloth is one of the and Marie’s priceless collection of
artifacts at the museum with a story over 2,000 weapons, mainly guns, datbehind it.
ing back to the 1400s. A lifelong collector, Ozzie amassed an assemblage
ticipated in Operation Desert Strike, RI ¿UHDUPV LQFOXGLQJ HQJUDYHG ULÀHV
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation formerly owned by Annie Oakley and
Southern Watch, and Operation En- Buffalo Bill Cody, a Smith & Wesson
during Freedom. In addition to these SLVWROGURSSHGE\)UDQN-DPHVDIWHUWKH
deployments, the Carl Vinson was in- 1RUWK¿HOGEDQNUREEHU\JXQVIURPWKH
volved in a number of notable events. It American Revolution, a Paterson Colt
KRVWHGWKH¿UVW1&$$EDVNHWEDOOJDPH presented to Tsar Nicholas II of Russia,
played on an aircraft carrier (between and Chief Shakopee’s four-barrel, perNorth Carolina and Michigan State in FXVVLRQSODLQVULÀH,Q2]]LHDQG
2011) and later that same year, the body Marie sold their interests in the Stageof Osama bin Laden was disposed from coach and the site went into a steady
the ship’s deck after religious rites were decline. Within two years, the museum
performed in accordance with Muslim was operating as the Stagecoach Gun
tradition.
Shop, and Sand Burr Gulch was a ghost
Tom Albrecht of Belle Plaine town. The collection was eventually
served aboard the Carl Vinson and was sold off and much of the Stagecoach
in charge of the supercarrier’s bakery. was razed in 1996.
During Tom’s time on the ship (mid-toThis exhibit runs through August
ODWHV WKHEDNHU\ZDVUHVSRQVLEOH 2014.

&KLHI 6KDNRSHH¶V IRXUEDUUHO SHUFXVVLRQ SODLQV ULÀH ZDV SUHVHUYHG DW WKH
IRUPHU 6WDJHFRDFK 0XVHXP LQ 6KDNRSHH 7KH PXVHXP KDG DQ H[WHQVLYH
$EDOORWER[WKDWZDVXVHGDWQXPHURXVHOHFWLRQVLQ+HOHQD7RZQVKLSZDV FROOHFWLRQRIJXQVZLWKJRRGVWRULHVEHKLQGWKHP1RZ&KLHI6KDNRSHH¶VULÀH
recovered from St. Benedict Catholic Church before it closed in 2011. It is an LVSDUWRIDQHZH[KLELWDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\0XVHXP
artifact that helps tell a story about elections in Scott County.

1HZH[KLELWSKRWRSUHVHUYDWLRQZRUNVKRSRIIHUHGE\6&+6
“Outside the Law” exhibit -- runs
through March 2014. This exhibit offers a glimpse into Prohibition-era Scott
County. See fascinating photographs
and artifacts from the time, including a
VORW PDFKLQH JUHQDGHVW\OH ¿UH H[WLQguisher, and a shot glass from the Riviera Night Club.
“Storied Treasures” -- Through the
preservation of artifacts and their stories, the Scott County Historical Society exists to save and share our community’s history. Come share and remember Scott County’s stories at our newest
exhibit. (See article above.)
Photo Preservation Workshop -Thursday, Oct.
  SP
Learn how to
preserve your
treasured family photos in
this workshop
taught by SCHS Executive Director

Kathleen Klehr. Participants may bring
photographs and albums to the program
for preservation advice. Free!
Kids Kraft -- Saturday, October 26,
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Special guest Cristina Oxtra will read her story Mookie’s
Teeth. Participants will also
make
their
own
paper
bag monsters,
just in time
for Halloween! Free, but
registration is
required (e-mail Stephanie at sherrick@
scottcountyhistory.org).
Veterans Day Program -- Saturday,
Nov. 9, 12 noon
– 2 p.m. Program
includes patriotic
crafts for kids from
noon to 1 p.m. and a presentation by
Tom Melchior, author of Never Forgot-

ten: Stories by Scott County, Minnesota
WWII Veterans, from 1 - 2 p.m.. Free.

quired (e-mail Stephanie at sherrick@
scottcountyhistory.org).

Kids Kraft -- Saturday, Nov. 23,
10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Children and families
are invited to the SCHS for an engaging
story and fun craft! Free, but registration is required (e-mail Stephanie at
sherrick@scottcountyhistory.org).

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.

Scott County Historical Society
Holiday Open House -- Friday, DecemEHUSP6WRSE\WKH6&+6IRU
holiday treats and activities! Free!
Family Christmas Tea -- Saturday,
Dec. 14, 1-3
p.m. Make your
own Christmas
ornament and
enjoy tea and
treats in the
Stans
house!
&RVW  SHU
person.
Registration is re-

Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All types of handcrafters --from
beginners to masters -- are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.
Check us out on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise
noted, events take place
at SCHS. Fees may be
charged for some events.
&DOO    H
mail info@scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.scottcountyhistory.org for more information. Scott
County Historical Society is located at
235 Fuller St. South in Shakopee.
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Delivering
What
Matters
Water matters
Water. It’s the one thing all known living organisms need to survive. And we’re
fortunate to be living in an era where the importance of clean water has been long
recognized and in an area where property owners have a strong conservation ethic. For its part, the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) has been
measuring and tracking how well it delivers its programs and services for nearly a
decade.
Each year, Scott WMO publishes a report on the progress made toward realizing its overarching vision: “To compile a system of well-buffered water courses,
wetlands, and lakes surrounded by an upland where storm water runoff is managed
WR UHGXFH YROXPHV FRQWURO SHDN ÀRZV DQG WKHLU WLPLQJ DQG PLQLPL]H SROOXWDQW
generation and export; and where aquatic resources meet local expectations.”
The annual report contains nearly 25 short-term and long-range measures covering topics such as wetland protection, surface water quality, groundwater managePHQWÀRRGFRQWURODQGSXEOLFHGXFDWLRQDQGRXWUHDFK
One key measure that is tracked each year is how well the watershed organization maximizes public dollar investments. Most of the WMO’s annual operating
budget comes from property taxes, but increasingly, grant dollars are being used to
PHHWEXGJHWREOLJDWLRQV%HORZLVDFKDUWVKRZLQJWKH:02EXGJHWIURP
to 2012, with the amount of money levied through property taxes and the amount
leveraged from state and federal grants.
According to Paul Nelson, Natural Resources Program Manager, the Scott
WMO and the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District have done a good job leveraging funding. “We locally levy about $1 million dollars annually, but between
the levy, grants, private land owner contributions, and other state and federal assistance we are putting more than $1 million dollars’ worth of conservation practices
on the ground every year.”

A 50-foot area of vegetation between cropped areas and waterways is required
by state law. Funds are currently available to help establish buffer strips.

SWCD will help fund, install
required buffer strips
Did you know that if you’re planting
crops right up to streambank or ditch
borders on your property, you’re not
complying with Scott County’s shoreland ordinance? A 50-foot area of vegetation between your cropped area and
that waterway is required by Minnesota
Rule 6120.
The Scott Soil and Water ConservaWLRQ'LVWULFW 6:&' LQ-RUGDQFDQKHOS
you fund and install these buffer areas,
thereby putting you in compliance. With
this ordinance in place, we hope to improve water quality by reducing herbicides, pesticides, and runoff related to
agricultural activities.
Now is the time to establish a 50foot permanent vegetated buffer along
the water body on your property before funding is no longer available. The
SWCD has programs available to help
you pay up to 100 percent of the costs
involved to be 100 percent compliant in
Scott County. But it’s not only the funding that’s important -- vegetation along
streams, ditches, or tributaries is the
right thing to do for the environment.
%HQH¿WVRIDYHJHWDWHGEXIIHU
 Traps sediment and reduces runoff
 Filters nutrients, pesticides, and
other harmful pollutatnts

This farm operator is not complying
with shoreland laws requiring a 50foot buffer strip along waterways.





Physically stregthens soil
Reduces bank erosion due to less
ditch cleaning
Improves wildlife habitat and food
sources

General questions are always welcome, and a time can be scheduled to
meet on your property to discuss the
ordinance and talk about your options
for adding vegetation along your water
body. Feel free to call the Scott SWCD
DW    2I¿FH KRXUV DUH
Monday through Thursday from 7 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. and Fridays from 7 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Hillside erosion claims cow’s life; owners respond
Rain is often a blessing when crops are droughtstressed. But when torrential rains come, it’s the muddy hillsides, slopes, and washouts that wreak havoc.
Maynard, Ruth, Dale and Sam Schmidt of Blakeley
Township can attest to that. For years, their cattle used
a gravel path to connect them to lush grazing areas
downhill in the valley surrounding the Schmidt farm.
Unfortunately, after heavy rains last year, one of their
cows got stuck in the unexpected slough and muck;
sadly, the animal didn’t make it out alive. In fact,
through time, the hillside along this slope had become
less stable, with a 25-foot-high drop on the outer edge.
Through the years, Maynard said they’d tried dikes,
UHWDLQLQJZDOOVGURSSLSHVDQGRWKHU¿[HVRQWURXEOH
spots on their 176-acre property, property that lies less
than two miles from the Minnesota River. Because of
the proximity to the river, they have paid close attention
to their farming operation as it relates to water quality,
OHDYLQJUHVLGXHRQWKHLU¿HOGVWRDQFKRUVRLOIHUWLOL]LQJ
at appropriate levels, et cetera… and they’ve noticed a
difference. But with the extreme washout on the cattle
path, they realized that this area of their farm -- the hill
-- had to be re-sloped and re-built or they would no
longer be able to use one of the grazing areas.
7KHIDUPKDVEHHQLQWKHIDPLO\VLQFH1RZ
living on the farm with Maynard and Ruth are sixthgeneration grandsons Adam, Sam and Levi and their
parents Dale and Gail. The family has been interested
in conservation for decades, putting in more than 12
DFUHV RI KDUYHVWDEOH ¿OWHU VWULSV LQ DUHDV WKH\ FRXOG
have farmed, because they knew these vegetative arHDVZHUHEHQH¿FLDOLQFDWFKLQJSROOXWDQWVDQGVORZLQJ
large rainfalls. Maynard and Ruth have farmed for all
of their married life. Maynard worked off the farm too,

as a livestock hauler and then custodian with the Belle
Plaine School District for 25 years. They have taught
their family to love the land and take care of their liveVWRFNVRWKHÀRRGLQJRIDFRXSOH\HDUVDJRPDGHWKHP
realize that damaging heavy rains and steep terrain can
and do lead to devastating consequences.
7KH\FRQWDFWHGWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHWRJHWKHOS
with stabilizing the hillside along the cattle path. Today, from above ground, the elements of a grade stabilization project are almost invisible except for the
seep drain. This project included water bars, strips of
gravel every 10 feet to hold the soil and slow the water,
fencing, regrading of the slope, a seep drain, and rocklined check dams. Now the cattle are grazing downhill
again, thanks to this grade stabilization project and a
A grade stabilization project was completed with
much safer, more stable path to get to those pastures.
assistance from the Scott SWCD.
For more information on ravine and gully repair projects, available funding and techniFDO DGYLFH FDOO WKH 6FRWW 6:&' RI¿FH LQ -RUGDQ
to schedule a free site visit at (952) 492-5425.

Hillside erosion was a major problem.

One year later, the family’s cattle have a path to
take (background) when grazing on areas in the
valley.

