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Take a bite out of summer

Farmer’s Markets provide local food, products
What could say “summer” more
than fresh, locally grown produce? What
a great experience: Biting into that first
juicy raspberry or crunchy corn on the
cob of the year, knowing where and who
it came from… now that’s summertime
in Minnesota.
If you don’t already grow your own,
there are still plenty of opportunities to
“eat fresh/eat local” through the various
Farmers’ Markets around Scott County!
The following is just a sample of the
events this summer:
Prior Lake Farmer’s Market (May
– October)
The sixth season of the Prior Lake
Farmer’s Market began on Saturday,
May 10, and the Market will continue
each Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon until
the middle of October.
Live music is provided almost every weekend, and breakfast is cooked
right on site. There are many more vendors this year, and crafts and projects for
kids are also provided by area Girl

Scouts. Located at Pleasant Street between Highway 13 and Main Avenue.
(Parking is available on Main Ave. and
in the municipal lot at 4635 Colorado
St.) For more information, please call
Karla Haugen at (952) 447-0263.
New Prague Farmers’ Market (May
- October)
New Prague Farmers’ Market (Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon; Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. [beginning
in mid-June]) is proud to provide fresh,
locally grown, high quality produce. A
variety of vegetables and fruits are available in season. Started plants, such as
tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, et cetera,
are available in the spring as well as perennial plants and some fruit trees.
Scrumptious baked goods, jellies and
jams, honey, and processed foods are
available all season long. A limited number of crafts (such as woodcrafts, lawn Farmer’s markets in Scott County offer a variety of locally grown produce
ornaments, hand embroidery, beeswax and plants, as well as crafts, beverages, and food cooked on site. Kay
candles, and soaps) are also available. Thibodeaux, of Savage, and her mother, Ellen Brody, of Prior Lake, checked
FARMER’S MARKETS to page 5

out the flowering plants May 24 at the Prior Lake Farmer’s Market.

Parks and Trails: Planning for the future
This is the third in a series of articles highlighting
key initiatives of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, which
will guide growth and development over the next 20
years. A different initiative will be discussed in each
SCENE issue throughout 2008. The 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update is anticipated to be adopted by
the County Board at the end of this year.
With a vision for
the future, Scott County
started purchasing land
for park purposes as far
back as 1967. Since that
time, the County and its
partner, Three Rivers
Park District, have acquired and protected
4,500 acres of land to
serve current and future residents.
The 2030 Comprehensive Plan continues past efforts by planning for the continued acquisition and
development of a natural resource-based parks system.
Consistent with policies for the metropolitan regional
parks system, the County focuses on lands that contain significant natural resources, and the proposed recreational use must co-exist without major disruption
to the natural resource that is being protected.

nas and other more traditional city facilities.) In addition, the Plan promotes connecting future parks with a
regional trail system that will provide additional recreational opportunities and connectivity throughout the
county.

Unique plants, such as this Jack-in-the-Pulpit, can
be found in regional parks within Scott County.

So what does this mean? Scott County will provide natural resource-based recreation opportunities
like biking, hiking, nature interpretation, picnicking,
swimming, and fishing. (The County will not provide
sports facilities like ball fields, soccer fields, ice are-

Regional Natural Resource-Based Perspective
Scott County is part of the Regional Parks System
which encompasses the seven-county metropolitan
area. In 1970, the State Legislature designated that a
regional park and open space system be developed to
protect important natural resources and to provide natural resource-based recreational opportunities. The State
Legislature also charged the Metropolitan Council with
responsibility for planning and assisting with funding
the system.
As a member of the Regional Park System, Scott
County is called an “Implementing Agency” (or “IA”).
Although Metropolitan Council assists with planning
and funding, IAs own and operate their system.
The Regional Parks System is a natural resourcebased system where parks and park reserves are located on lands that contain significant natural resources.
As a result, the County’s current and proposed future
parks are located in areas of significant natural rePARKS AND TRAILS to page 17

Summer fun for everyone!

Round and round we go!

Bored? There’s no excuse for that in Scott
County, where dozens of summertime activities
are taking place! See our summer section.
Pages 8-15

Confused by the new “roundabout”
intersections popping up around the County?
Learn some tips to help you drive them safely.

Page 16
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

Twenty-five years?! Really?
On Monday, April 5, 1983, I walked into Krants’ bar (now Neil’s Pub) in Belle
Plaine around 10:30 p.m. with a handful of people. I sat down, ordered a beer,
looked up at the television screen, and immediately watched North Carolina State
upset Houston in one of college basketball’s greatest NCAA Championship games.
I remember the game like yesterday… and not just because there is a now famous
television image of winning Coach Jim Valvano running around the court looking
for someone to hug. No, the memories are far more personal than that. It was my
first City Council meeting in Belle Plaine, on the first day of my first “real” job.
The people I walked into the bar with were council members and staff. We hurried
to the bar at the end of the meeting to watch as much of the game as we could, but
they were also there to meet the new kid on the block.
The bar owner, Neil Keohane, introduced himself, curiously looked at the new
kid in town, and dryly said, “Welcome to Belle Plaine, I sure as hell would not
want your job!” Better give me two beers, I said to myself. What have I gotten
myself into? I remember it like yesterday, but it really was 25 years ago in April.
Needless to say, Neil’s comment did not terrify the then-24-year-old kid from
Iowa back to DesMoines. As history shows, I stuck it out — and 25 years later, by
all accounts, I am no longer a kid nor on my first job. I’m still here.
Five jobs: Two cities, two counties. This track record is due to the support,
generosity, and patience of the citizens of Scott and Dakota Counties. In my current job, I have written often about how Scott County has changed over the years.
So, too, has the nature of my profession evolved. Whether the work is in city or
county government, the fundamentals of what I do matter not as to location; they
truly do transcend place. The number of changes is quite dramatic and due to
space constraints I can only touch on a few, to wit:
Communication. This is too obvious; the technological revolution we have
experienced has changed our form, pace, and means of communication forever.
Gone are the days when you place something in the mail and forget about it until
the receiver gets it to read and reply. Taking a page from my basketball opening
(and with apologies to the renowned personality Dick Vitale): “Instant messaging,
baby!”
Complexity. The job is harder today than it was yesterday. The threats of
legal liability and unintended consequences are far more real now. The job gets
done, but the litigious societal trend — especially in local government — can
hinder creativity and risk taking… just at the time when we need to be creative and
find new ways to do what we do.
News. Twenty five years ago, the regional print and television media only
cared about Belle Plaine if something dramatic or drastic happened — and the
Belle Plaine Herald came out once a week. Today, news and information is 24/7/
365. This has dramatically changed how we think and operate.
Destiny. We make local decisions that impact local people; in that, there is no
question. But do we really control our own future? We have a wonderful 2030
Comp Plan in the making, but ultimately our future will be shaped — significantly
more than 25 years ago — by decisions made by people in places we don’t even
know.
Polarized. More than ever, there seems to be two sides, and two sides only:
For or against. There is not as much “Sit down, roll up the sleeves, and figure it
out” as there was in the past. This trend mirrors our national and state political
scene, and we see it playing itself out on a local level too.
So, then, what hasn’t changed in the past two and a half decades? This is
actually an easy question for me. To this day, the work in local government management remains a people, process, politics, and policy business. (This could be a
future column in and of itself.) If, like me, you are motivated by the four “Ps,” then
you can both flourish and, at times, flounder in this line of work.
In retrospect now, looking back to 1983, could I have predicted the many
changes that have taken place in my business? Being very honest with you, the
answer is no. I lived through them, adjusted along with them, and adapted as
demanded. But there is a more fundamental question: Let’s fast forward to 2033,
and ask: What will our work culture, societal trends, and technological features be
that will be shape and influence our work? Since I will be retired by then, I will
save that column for someone else.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the
public with information about Scott County
government and the opportunities it offers its citizens.
We encourage you to contact Lisa Kohner, Scott
County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or a
suggestion for a future topic.

Board Meetings through August 2008
June 3
June 10
June 17

—
—
—

June 24

—

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting; County Board of Equalization
meeting
County Board meeting

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board workshop

August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Deputy Clerk to the Board
Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.

Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. There is currently
one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are
eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation
of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the
annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends
human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County
Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and
performance. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (3 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are three vacancies on this Committee; one business representative,
one community representative, and one parent of clients utilizing the New Options
Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents
the individuals served by the program, the employers, applicable professions and
the community at large. The Committee meets four times per year on Monday
evenings.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County
• District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage
• District 3 – The City of Shakopee precincts 1-6, 8, and 10
• District 4 – The City of Prior Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9,
11, and 12
• District 5 – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8

Volunteers recognized
Did you know… this past year,
nearly 300 citizens have volunteered in
areas such as the library system, emergency responders, volunteer drivers,
New Options, patrol and mounted reserves, gun safety classes, and through
the courts and human services as advocates or friendly visitors, tutors and mentors? In addition, there are nearly 100
Scott County residents who serve on
various Citizen Advisory Committees.
Scott County recognizes the importance of our citizen volunteers and the
many hours of time, talent, and expertise they give to serve others. Volunteers
expand and enhance the services provided by the County, are cost-effective
ways to help residents, and each volunteer brings unique skills and abilities to

their volunteer assignment.
Using an Olympic theme, the volunteer recognition breakfast was held on
Saturday, April 26 to honor volunteers
who have given of their time to help their
community over the past year. Recognition of the volunteers and musical entertainment followed the breakfast.
Guest speakers were Nick Rosen and his
father Jim Rosen.
If you are interested in finding out
what volunteer opportunities are available in Scott County, you may contact
Community Coordinator, Jane Wiley, at
(952) 496-8169 or access the volunteer
website at www.co.scott. mn.us. Just
click on “Volunteering” and you can register to become a volunteer – it’s just that
easy!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Jeurissens named 2008 Farm Family of the Year
The University of Minnesota Extension Farm Family recognition program
is designed to demonstrate the
University’s appreciation of agricultural
families living in Minnesota communities, to recognize the many contributions
of these families to their communities
and to agriculture, and to foster appreciation and understanding of the University and its research and extension missions related to agriculture.
These families contribute by producing the food all of us consume, but
just as importantly, they contribute to
their communities through the many organizations to which they belong and the
many activities and events in which they
provide leadership.Previous Scott
County families honored with this award
include Jim and Julie Dubbe, Ken and
Linda Glisczinski, and Rich and Karen
Lambrecht, just to name a few.
University of Minnesota Extension/
Scott County would like to recognize the
family of Rick and Mindy Jeurissen for
being selected for the 2008 Scott County
Farm Family of the Year. The immediate Jeurissen family consists of Rick,

Mindy, Genna, Grace, and Sam.
Rick’s father Bernard is also involved
with the farm.
The Jeurissen family operates a
dairy farm in Shakopee. Rick’s father
Bernard moved to the current farmstead
during the 1960s, and Rick and Bernard
have farmed together since 1987. The
family milks 60 cows and farms 350
acres. Rick milks cows, does fieldwork,
and oversees herd health on the farm.
Bernard fills in when needed during
planting season or other busy times of
the year. Mindy takes care of the calves
and helps with barn chores regularly in
addition to making sure everyone in the
family is doing well. Their oldest daughter Genna helps feed heifers and with
barn chores. With all of the hard work
being put in by everyone in the Jeurissen
family, they would like to see the farm
pass down to the next generation some
day.
Rick and Mindy are also very involved in their community. Rick helps
out at church, and Mindy volunteers at
Shakopee Area Catholic Schools, where
the children attend. Genna is also ac-

The Jeurissen family of Shakopee has been named the 2008 Farm Family of
the Year. They include (l. to r.) Genna, Bernard, Grace, Mindy, Sam, and Rick.

tive as a Scott-LeSueur Dairy Maid and
works hard on her 4-H projects.
Congratulations to Rick, Mindy,

Genna, Grace, and Sam for continuing
to show the impact and importance of
agriculture in our community!

Master Gardeners to host
2008 Master Garden Tour
The 2008 Master Garden Tour on
July 12 is a drive-it-yourself tour hosted
by the Scott/Carver Master Gardeners.
Sites include the gardens of:
Georgiann Keyport, Chaska.
Wander through the many “rooms” of
Georgiann’s formal yet inviting garden,
which features an espalier apple tree and
a unique feature called a “French drain”
to manage drainage problems.

Learn to design a raingarden on June 10 in Shakopee.

Raingarden Education
Workshops offered
The City of Shakopee and the Lower
Minnesota River Watershed District will
be holding a Raingarden Education
Workshop for local residents on Tuesday, June 10, 2008 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at the Lion’s Park Youth Building,
1101 Adam Street, Shakopee. The workshop will be taught and facilitated by
Metro Blooms, a nonprofit entity, with
local landscape ecologist Rusty Schmidt.
All attendees will receive Rusty
Schmidt’s state-of-the-art raingarden
design manual (a $25 value) for free as
well as information on cost share programs occurring within Scott County.
Raingardens are shallow basins
planted with native perennials that allow
rainwater to seep naturally into the
ground, preventing stormwater runoff
and helping to replenish our groundwater. In addition, raingardens provide vital wildlife habitat.
The “Part A” workshops will teach
attendees how to design and install
raingardens; effectively use native
plants, trees, and shrubs; and employ
eco-friendly lawn care practices, including redirecting downspouts and minimizing or eliminating fertilizers. Attendees will receive a packet of support material. The cost to attend the workshop
is $10 per person.

Small-group (“Part B”) seminars
will help those who have attended the
workshop get individual help with their
rain garden design. Metro Blooms Landscape Design Assistants and Master Gardeners will answer individual questions
about garden layout and plant selection.
The cost for the seminar is $10 per person. If desired, an on-site consultation
with a Design Assistant can be scheduled by workshop participants for $40.
Four special native plant sales, open
to all participants, will be held at various times and locations around the metro
area to help participants complete their
gardens. Check the dates and locations
of these sales at www.metroblooms.org.
(A 10 percent discount is available to
Metro Blooms members.)
Mail-in registration for the workshops and seminars began on February
1 and online registrations began March
1 (at www.metroblooms.org), but there
is still space available! To register by
mail, send a check payable to “Metro
Blooms”to: Noelle Hechtman, 3629
Quebec Avenue South, St. Louis Park,
Minnesota, 55426. Please include your
name, address, and zip code, phone
number with area code, e-mail address
(if available), and specify workshop
number A17.

Scott County Fairgrounds, Jordan. This site features 16 display gardens which illustrate styles and themes
suited to zone 4, such as Prairie, Butterfly, Xeriscape, Miniature, and Hummingbird gardens, to name a few.
Jackie Wicklund, Prior Lake.
Jackie’s garden is aptly named Belle
Terre (“beautiful land”). Her garden is
interspersed with artwork, antiques, and
a funky garden shed. But the highlight
of all is the large waterfall and pond.
Jane Horn, Prior Lake. No less
than ten garden rooms surround Jane’s
home. This wildlife oasis features sculpture and a pondless waterfall, not to
mention over 1,000 annual plants!

Martha Woofter, Prior Lake.
Bring your walking shoes! Martha’s
five-acre homestead, affectionately
named “Toad Hollow,” features vegetable, heather, and wildflower gardens,
and a Shakespeare garden. (You’ll have
to visit to find out what that means!)
Julie Kopf, Shakopee. Although
relatively young, Julie’s garden is a
must-see. Through the practice of
xeriscaping, she conserves water and
reduces run-off, all while creating a
beautiful wildlife habitat.
The July 12 tour will run from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Master Gardeners will be
present at each garden site to answer
questions. The advance registration fee
is $10 through July 11, $12 on the day
of the tour. Please note: The gardens
are not handicapped accessible.
Advance tickets are available at
Cal’s Nursery, Chaska Farm & Garden,
the Minnesota Valley Garden Center, or
the U of M Extension offices in Jordan
or Cologne. Call (952) 492-5410 (Scott
County) or (952) 466-5300 (Carver
County) for more information.

Master Gardeners
offer “Help Desks”
Scott/Carver Master Gardeners are
dedicated to spreading research-based
gardening information to the public, and
are happy to announce the summer
schedule for their Help Desks. These
Help Desks are open to the public and
are free of charge. The public is encouraged to bring samples of insects, diseased plant materials, and plants for
identification. Time allowing, the Master Gardeners will also be happy to discuss plant selection and design principles.
The Scott County Help Desk is
open from 8 a.m. to noon at the Farmer’s
Market in downtown Prior Lake, on Saturdays through September 27.
The Carver County Help Desk is
held on Mondays from 11:30 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. at the Carver
County Extension office,
11360 West Hwy 212, Cologne. The
Help Desk begins June 2 and runs
through September 28 (except Labor
Day).
The Arboretum Help Desk is
staffed by Scott/Carver Master Gardener
on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through October 12. Although there is
no charge for the Help Desk, admittance
fees to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum at Chaska will apply.
For those who are unable to make a
personal visit, the “Yard & Garden
Line” is available to residents 24/7. Call
(952) 466-5308 and leave a detailed
message — a Master Gardener will return your call within 48 hours.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Facts about tuberculosis (TB)
March 24, 2008 was designated as World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, a day set
aside to commemorate the date that the TB bacteria was identified. World TB Day
is a reminder to the world that the risk of TB transmission still exists. The theme
for 2008 is “TB Elimination – Now is the Time.”
TB is an infectious disease formerly known as “consumption.” TB continues
to be prevalent around the globe.
z Someone in the world dies of TB every 15 seconds.
z Eight million people develop active TB disease every year.
z The disease has a 50 percent mortality rate if not treated.
z Each year, there are over 2 million TB-related deaths world wide.
z TB causes more death among women worldwide than all causes of maternal mortality combined.
z The primary risk factor for TB is birth in a country where TB is common
– a factor over which an individual has no control.
TB is a serious infectious disease caused by a bacterium. TB can attack any
part of the body, but most frequently affects the lungs. TB can be spread when
someone with active TB of the lungs or voice box coughs, yells, sneezes, or talks
and others breathe in the bacteria. To be infected with TB, a person would most
likely have to spend many hours in close contact with someone with active TB;
brief contacts usually do not lead to infection. There are two phases of TB: latent
TB infection and active TB disease. Both phases can be treated with medication.
Only individuals with active TB disease can spread TB bacteria to others.
Nationally, the number of TB cases has decreased since 1993, but in Minnesota, our incidence has increased significantly. The national average of TB cases
identified among foreign-born individuals is 45 to 50 percent. Minnesota reports
higher statistics, showing 86 percent of TB cases occur among the foreign-born.
The most common regions represented in the state are persons born in sub-Saharan
Africa (Somalia/Ethiopia) and the countries of South/SE Asia. In 2007, 29 counties in Minnesota reported at least one case of TB disease. Olmsted County ranked
highest for the year, a change from the usual Hennepin or Ramsey having the top
spot. Scott County now ranks fourth in the state for TB cases.
In Minnesota, 237 cases of TB disease were reported in 2007. This represents
an increase of nine percent over the last two years. The “peak” in Minnesota was
239 cases in 2001. In Scott County there were three individuals diagnosed with
active TB in 2007. Public Health also continued to follow three additional clients
who were diagnosed with active TB in 2006.
Medication is prescribed to kill the TB bacteria in an individual’s body. TB
disease can be cured by taking medication to kill the TB bacteria, but TB bacterium is strong. Medication must be taken on a daily basis as prescribed. The
average length of treatment is six to nine months, during which time most clients
are visited daily, Monday through Friday, for Directly Observed Therapy (DOT) –
that is, a public health staff person visits the client to ensure that medications are
taken. Completing medication as prescribed drastically affects the outcome of the
disease. In Scott County the rate of treatment completion is 100 percent. Public
Health staff work very closely with individuals and families to have successful
healthy outcomes which also improves the outcome of an entire community by
reducing the risk of spreading the disease.
Most of our clients have private health insurance and are followed by private
medical providers. For those that are uninsured, medication and a health care provider is provided for all clients. The Scott County Community Health Board Medical Director, Dr. Michael Wilcox, is available for consultation to staff and medical
providers on all TB cases and medication treatment.
Scott County Public Health is responsible for local TB disease investigations
reported to us by the Minnesota Department of Health. In 2007, public health staff
completed a work site contact investigation at a large, local company. 2007 was
also a record year for Scott County Public Health following more than 50 clients
with latent TB infection, and six to seven individuals with active TB.
The age range of Scott County TB clients over the years has ranged from less
than one year of age to 85 years old. The bulk of our clients are young adults, 25
to 45 years old. Scott County follows the national trend with the highest populations represented being African and Asian. Scott County, like all counties, faces
the possibility of the challenge of multi-drug resistant TB cases. Clients would
possibly need intravenous therapy on a daily basis for six months in addition to
oral medication that would continue for 12 to 18 months.
How is TB Determined?
Several tests may be used to determine if an individual has TB disease. A
Mantoux skin test is the only way to tell if you have breathed in TB bacteria. This
test is usually given in the arm with a small needle to inject a Tuberculin fluid just
under the skin. A bump or redness may develop at the site of the injection. A health
care provider must read the results in two to three days. When a skin test is considered positive, a chest x-ray is used to determine if TB bacteria has caused any
damage to your lungs. Some times you also may be asked to cough up sputum for
a laboratory test to evaluate if TB bacteria are present in your lungs.
Preventing the Spread of TB…
What can you do to be part of the solution? Always cover your mouth with a
tissue when you cough, properly throw away the tissue, and wash your hands. This
is always good practice to help prevent the spread of any disease that is spread
when you spray bacteria into the air through coughing, shouting, or sneezing. Be
FACTS ABOUT TUBERCULOSIS Continued at right
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Heed warning signs of
carrying too much debt
Debt is like many other problems…
it sneaks up on you, and by the time you
admit the problem, it’s overwhelming.
Try to be realistic about debt and make
a plan to get in control of your debt. Do
any of these apply to you?
z I cannot stop myself from buying things I don’t need or cannot afford.
z I avoid looking at my bills and
credit card statements.
z I pay my mortgage, rent, car
loans, or utility bills late at least once a
year.
z I have gotten a phone call about
an overdue credit payment.
z I keep purchases secret from my
partner.
z I have taken a cash advance on
a credit card to pay monthly bills.
z I do not know how much I owe
in total on my debts.
z I depend on extra income —
such as overtime — to make ends meet.
z I usually pay only the minimum
on my credit cards.
z I spend more time worrying
about my bills than paying them.
z More than 15 percent of my
take-home pay goes to credit payments
(excluding mortgage).
z I would like to consolidate my

loans or extend my current loans.
z I owe money to more than seven
creditors.
If you checked three or more of
these items, you are getting to a point
where debt can cause serious financial
issues in the near future. It is time to
talk about solutions to the debt buildup.
Call Sue Hooper at (952) 492-5383 for
planning information or to look at your
spending habits and find some solutions.
Sue will share resources, or meet with
you directly to help sort out the issues
and discuss options for eliminating your
debts before they cause serious financial or relationship strain.

Money issues often cause
tension in families
Talking about money and financial
issues is a leading factor in family tension. We need to be able to discuss these
critical issues in a way which respects
all the people involved. How can some
of the conflict be avoided? Follow the
steps below to focus on the financial issue:
• Face the problem. Let everyone share their feeling without comments from others.
• Find the real problem. Talking honestly may indicate personal emotions of feelings that make the problem
solution seem clearer.
• Talk only about the problem
itself. This isn’t a time for blame, bringing up “old baggage” or other battles.
Focus and bring the discussion back to
the financial issue.
• Brainstorm the choices or
options. Make lists of all suggested solutions. When you brainstorm, write
down all suggestions, serious or funny,

without judgment
or evaluation.
Just write them
down.
• Discuss
the choices and
agree on a plan.
Discuss the pros
and cons. Take everyone’s suggestions
seriously. Is there a compromise, or
combination of solutions? Decide on
one plan to try for a period of time.
• Support the plan. Make sure
everyone knows the plan, supports it,
and sticks to it for the trial period.
• Keep talking, and evaluate
the solution. After a period of time, discuss how the plan is working. Decide
on adaptations, agree to continue or try
another solution.
• Continue to talk about financial decisions, goals, and options. It’s
a good habit to develop!

FACTS ABOUT TUBERCULOSIS Continued from left
watchful for symptoms of active TB disease (prolonged cough, fever, weight loss,
night sweats, and bloody sputum) and encourage a medical evaluation for persons
exhibiting any of these signs. Encourage anyone who has a positive skin test reaction to complete a course of medication treatment for latent TB infection to minimize the risk of developing active TB disease in the future. Be informed and help
us educate others about current, accurate TB information.
We are making progress in TB. However, TB will never be eliminated without new and more effective drugs, diagnostics, and vaccines. Today’s most commonly used TB diagnostic — sputum microscopy — is more than 100 years old
and lacks sensitivity. Today’s TB drugs are more than 40 years old. Today’s TB
vaccine, which is more than 85 years old, provides some protection against severe
forms of TB in children, but is unreliable against pulmonary TB. This vaccine is
no longer used in the U.S. Simpler, faster drug regimens that treat all forms of TB;
rapid, more accurate diagnostic tools to quickly detect TB; and a vaccine that will
be effective in preventing TB in people of all ages are urgently needed.
Help Scott County Public Health to “Eliminate TB – Now is the Time.” If
you have any questions or would like to discuss this in further detail, contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Peers, schools, parents serve as
powerful communicators on teen sexuality
“Where have you received most of your information about sex?” This was the
question asked of 9th and 12th graders in Scott County on the 2007 Minnesota
Student Survey. Sixty three percent of 9th graders and 79 percent of 12th graders
first mentioned friends or peers. Next, they mentioned school, teachers or counselors at 60 percent and 44 percent, respectively. Thirdly, Scott County students
stated that parents (48 and 38 percent respectively) are also powerful communicators. Note that information from adults is sought out more at the 9th grade level
than for 12th graders. This information is extremely important when we consider
factors that cause our rates of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) to rise.
According to same survey, 22 percent of Scott County students claim to have
had sex three or more times, and an additional 10 percent admit to having had sex
once or twice. The following chart describes the trend data since 1992 at the 9th and
12th grade levels for the question “Have you ever had sexual intercourse (had sex)?”

In a report released by the Minnesota Department of Health about sexually
transmitted diseases in the state in 2007, it was noted that young adults and adolescents accounted for 68 percent of the chlamydia cases and 56 percent of gonorrhea. Fortunately, in 2007, there were only 15 cases of syphilis reported for suburban metro counties, excluding the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. However, the
chlamydia trend in Scott County increased 79 percent during the year 2004, and
has remained stable since that time. Gonorrhea cases have been fewer in quantity,
but nonetheless increased 183 percent during the years 2004-06. The charts below
provide data on the rate per 100,000 population.

“Routine testing by physicians, even in the absence of symptoms, is the only
way to detect these cases,” said Peter Carr, epidemiologist from the Minnesota
Department of Health. “About three out of four females and one of two males will
show no symptoms once infected.”
Consequences of STDs can be serious if they are left untreated. They can
cause permanent damage to reproductive organs, and can lead to infertility in men
and women in adulthood. They can also infect newborns, and lead to serious complications for the infant. STDs can also infect other body parts, and cause heart
disease, blindness, arthritis, or brain damage.
Guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) call
for annual screenings of all sexually active women aged 25 and under and for
women over 25 that have risk factors such as a new sexual partner. “Guidelines
and screenings are only a part of the solution,” said Carr. “A missing piece is that
not enough sexual partners of those already diagnosed are being notified about
their need to be tested and treated. Untreated partners remain reservoirs for spreading the disease.” In the Minnesota Student Survey completed in Scott County in
2007, 49 percent of the students who claimed to be sexually active never discussed
STDs or HIV with their sexual partner or partners.
Further information on a wide range of issues related to sexually transmitted
diseases can be found at the Minnesota Department of Health website at http://
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/dtopics/stds/index.html. This would be an excellent place for parents to start in finding accurate information for discussing
consequences of early sexual experiences with their children. Included is a section
on resources for teachers, and information about notifying your partners if you
have been diagnosed with an STD.
For confidential information about the prevention, testing locations and treatment of STDs, call the Minnesota Family Planning and STD Hotline, toll free, at 1
(800) 78-FACTS (voice or TTY) or (651) 645-9360 (Twin Cities metro area).
Data from the most recent Minnesota Student Survey became available several
months ago. Schools were required to notify parents of the survey, of their right to
decline their child’s participation, and of their right to review the survey. The
parents needed to take the initiative to opt their children out of the survey, otherwise the students were automatically in. Four of the five districts in Scott County
participated in the survey and had high participation rates:

Belle Plaine School District
Jordan Public School District
Prior Lake – Savage School District
Shakopee School District

9th grade

12th grade

87%
80%
88%
88%

74%
74%
74%
66%

For further information, about STDs or the Minnesota Student Survey, residents may call Scott County Public Health at (952) 496-8584.

Farmer’s markets
The New Prague Farmers’ Market is held
in the parking lot of the Community
Baptist Church (500 County Road 37,
New Prague). For more information,
please call Jim Slinkard at (952) 7583717.
Savage Farmers’ Market – operated
by the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets
(June – October)
In addition to their flagship market
in downtown St. Paul, the Saint Paul
Farmers’ Markets run 17 satellite markets in the metro area—one right in the
heart of Savage! The association allows
only fresh, locally grown produce to be
sold — directly from the grower to the
consumer. Located at 123rd Street and
Highway 13, the Savage Farmers’ Market opens on June 22 and will be held
on Sundays, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
through October 12. The market
staff can be reached at (651)227-8101
or by e-mail at spmkweb@aol.com.

From Page 1

Jordan Farmer’s Market (June 21 Oct. 25)
Jordan’s Farmer’s Market (Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon) is located in
the parking lot at the old St. John’s
Catholic School,
Highway 282 and
Highway 21 in
Jordan). The market will feature
fresh fruit and vegetables, crafts, plants, baked goods and
more. Both vendors and buyers are
sought by the sponsors at St. John’s
Catholic Church. For more information,
contact Kathy Lapic at (952) 492-2445,
Lucy Wagner at (952) 492-6553, or
Helene Schmitt at (952) 492-2675.
If you have any information on
other Farmers’ Markets in Scott County,
please contact Lisa Kohner at (952) 4968780 or via e-mail at lkohner
@co.scott.mn.us to be included in an
upcoming issue of the SCENE!

Residents asked to complete
Community Health Assessment
Scott County Public Health is
requesting anyone 18 or older, single
or with a family, long-standing resident or a new resident, to participate
in a web-based survey.
State law requires local public
health to assess each community every few years to identify, analyze, and
prioritize community health needs in
the County. One of the assessment
tools that will give the County valuable information regarding community health needs is a resident survey.
This survey was designed to
gather information on two specific
areas of public health responsibility:
healthy behaviors and accessing the
health care you need. The survey will
take about ten minutes to complete
online, and all of the information

gathered will be kept confidential.
The survey will be available starting May 15th on the Scott County
website at the following link:
www.co.scott.mn.us/
communityhealthsurvey.
Please call Scott County Public
Health at (952) 496-8274 for further information about the survey.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

I never thought I would model…
In the past five years, Scott County was leading the state in the development of
large on-site sewage treatment systems serving small rural communities. Large
on-site systems resemble individual septic systems in many respects, only larger.
Since some of these large systems would be serving over 30 homes, it became
increasingly important that these systems be dependable. We attended numerous
conferences and workshops to learn more about large septic systems and began to
understand their technology, risks, and benefits. At one of these workshops, a
professor from the University of Minnesota noted that the drainfields for these
large systems were being designed to infiltrate up to 20 times more water into the
soil than natural precipitation. Recognizing that drainfields are sized and designed
largely on an analysis of how soils have responded to past natural precipitation
conditions, it became clear that we needed a more rigorous evaluation of soilwater infiltration capabilities since we were expecting the soil to absorb considerably more water than nature.
We discussed this concern with experts at the University of Minnesota and the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and learned that there were complex computer models available to help soil scientists and hydro-geologists evaluate water
infiltration capabilities of soils. Unfortunately, these computer models necessitated hiring experts who could run the models — and the models weren’t really
designed to determine the compounding affect of infiltrating water from several
adjacent drainfield systems in close proximity with differing soil conditions. We
concluded that we needed a cost effective model that could be used to both evaluate a proposed design and to help screen a possible site for suitability.
The concern we had was that, because the upper soils are generally more permeable than subsoils, water could percolate downward faster than it could move
away from the site laterally. The result could be mounding of ground water under
a drainfield which might get high enough to result in surface discharge of untreated sewage water. Obviously, it would be preferable to evaluate this potential
before a system was built — and 30 or more homes were relying on it.
We contacted a respected expert in hydrogeology at Barr Engineering that we
had worked with previously and discussed what we were looking for. He confirmed that such a computer model didn’t exist as far as he knew either, but he
thought he could develop something for us based on a standardized model. That
was the beginning of a four year project for us. We received advice from the
University of Minnesota, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and even shared
our early model with a national expert from the Colorado School of Mines. We
received funding from the Metropolitan Council, who expressed interest in ensuring that large community systems would be dependable and not fail, necessitating
the extension of regional sewage pipes into rural areas.
We were successful in developing a model to not only help predict ground
water impacts from drainfields, but also to predict changes in background groundwater hydrology from proposed new surface water drainage features (such as storm
water ponds, which are required for most rural residential developments). We’ve
called our computer models “GMound” and “GPond.” GMound predicts ground
water mounding potential from large drainfields; GPond predicts similar impacts
from storm water ponds.
Last summer and fall, with financial assistance from the Metropolitan Council, a team consisting of Credit River Township, the University of Minnesota, the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and professional consultants from Barr Engineering and Jacques Whitford NAWE Inc., we conducted a proofing study at
South Passage, a residential development in Credit River Township. South Passage’s
sewage treatment system is physically interconnected with neighboring Monterey
Height’s system. This enabled us to divert the flow of wastewater from South
Passage to the system in Monterey Heights to allow the groundwater to return to
normal levels and then to turn the flow back on and run it at close to design capacity to observe the results in strategically placed monitoring wells. When we completed the field observations, we ran the computer model GMound to determine
whether the model could accurately predict what we had observed. The model
successfully predicted what we observed actually happened.
Generally, there are two ways to proof a computer model. The first (which we
used) is to collect the parameters needed to run the model, establish monitoring
points, and reproduce the conditions to be modeled to see how accurately the model
predicts what is observed. The second, which is what is being done to proof weather
prediction models, is to run the model backwards to see how well it predicts what
has already happened from the parameters that went into the model. Computer
models are only as accurate as the information entered into them, so another goal
of our study was to determine the most cost effective soil information needed to
run the model. Several different tests were run and we determined which soil tests,
when entered into the model, most closely resulted in the observed results.
We have shared our computer models with the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency and University of Minnesota, sewage system design engineers, and others
with the hope that our efforts will improve large system designs and benefit the
environment in Minnesota. (By the way, the intensive test of the large sewage
system at South Passage demonstrated that it could take the load without problems.)

Picnickers at Cleary Lake Regional Park wisely brought plenty of coolers to
keep food fresh and safe.

Keep foods cold in
summer to keep them safe
We will soon be enjoying the best
— and the hottest! — days of summer.
For many of us, these next few months
of summer will be filled with trips to
the beach and family picnics in the park.
That makes this the perfect time to learn
more about the proper storage of food.
Did you know that improper handling and/or storage of food can create
an ideal environment for bacteria? It’s
true — bacteria can quickly multiply in
various types of food. Be sure you don’t
leave food sitting at room temperature
for too long, or you may hear loved ones
saying, “It must have been something I
ate” as they suffer from gastro-intestinal ailments.
It is important to cool your food
quickly when finished serving and eating. It is hard to believe, but, an eightinch pot of steaming chicken soup can
take up to 24 hours to cool to a safe temperature
inside
of
your
refrigerator…which can mean a lot of
bacterial growth!
To protect your family, simply follow these five steps:
Refrigerate perishable foods
promptly. Even hot, steaming foods can
go directly into your refrigerator. It
won’t hurt the refrigerator, and it will
help to keep
your food safe.
Remember to
store your hot
foods in shallow
containers to
quicken
the
cooling process.
When outside for a picnic, be sure to keep your
foods “on ice” in a cooler when you are
not eating. Place all remaining food
back into the cooler when you are finished eating.
Always be sure to thaw frozen foods
in your refrigerator rather than on the
counter at room temperature. And marinate foods in the refrigerator as well in
order to minimize bacteria growth.
Get a refrigerator thermometer.
They aren’t expensive, and you can pick
up one at your local grocery store. Then
you will know if your refrigerator’s temperature is too cool, too warm, or just
right. For home refrigerators, the safe
temperature is at or just below 40 degrees Fahrenheit, while your freezer
should maintain a temperature at around
0 degrees Fahrenheit.
Don’t pack your refrigerator full
of food. If you pack your refrigerator

full of food and fill every nook and
cranny, the air won’t circulate properly
and the food won’t cool quickly. Make
sure there is enough room for air to circulate. Use storage bins for fruits, vegetables, meats, and cheeses. Newer refrigerators are especially designed to
maximize the shelf life and safety of
these foods. Eggs, however, are best
stored in their original containers.
Keep it clean. Most people wash
almost everything in their kitchens on a
regular basis – everything except the inside of their refrigerator, that is. Clean
up spills right away, and regularly wash
your refrigerator out with hot soapy
water.
Pitch it out. Don’t keep food too
long. If you are in doubt, throw it away
rather than jeopardize your health.
Good general guidelines for keeping
leftovers:
z Fresh poultry and ground
meat can be kept
in the refrigerator
for up to two days
z Fresh
meat should keep
for up to five days
z Leftovers are usually safe for
three to four days
z Vacuum-packed meats should
last up to two weeks if left unopened;
five to seven days if opened
Do you have questions regarding
food safety? The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has the “Meat and
Poultry Hotline” available to answer
your food safety questions, in addition
to a relatively new system that operates
24/7 called “Karen – the USDA Virtual
Food Safety Information Specialist.”
The hotline offers the chance to speak
with food safety experts during limited
weekday hours, as well as an extensive
menu of pre-recorded information that
is available around the clock. “Karen”
is available to answer any question you
might have at any time of day, whether
at noon or midnight, weekday or weekend. To find out more, visit the USDA
Food
Safety
website
at:
www.fsis.usda.gov/Food_Safety Education/usda_meat_&_poultry_hotline/
index.as for more information, or go to
www.co.scott.mn.us and then look for
“Environmental” and “Hot Topics.”
Now, go out there and enjoy a nice
Minnesota summer!
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Pre-disaster planning for pet owners
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Fertilizer tips help keep
lawns green, healthy
Few soils have enough natural fertility to sustain good turf grass quality. Fertilizer can provide essential nutrients to maintain optimum (not necessarily maximum) turf grass growth. Nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K) are the three elements usually
applied as supplemental fertilizers. Of
these three, nitrogen (N) is the nutrient
that most often needs to be supplemented.

ing turf or soil.
z Never apply fertilizers directly into surface water or onto frozen ground.

Over the past few months, we have identified some of the steps you can take
with regard to personal preparedness. Making a list of items you should have availApplying Nitrogen to Your Lawn
able in the event you need to shelter in your home is important. A “go-kit” of items
The amount of nitrogen your lawn
to take with you should you need to leave your home during an incident is also
needs depends on what type of grass you
something you can do proactively to prepare yourselves and family members.
have and how you maintain it. HighIf you have pets, there are additional steps you should take to help insure their
maintenance lawns often contain vigorsafety and survival. Of course, not all pets have the same needs. You are in the best
ous Kentucky bluegrass and turf-type
position to determine these needs and take the proper action. The planning process
perennial rye grass varieties. These
we will describe below pertains to small animals such as dogs, cats, or birds.
Proper supplies of nutrients are lawns perform better with regular appliThese tips come from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). essential for a healthy lawn. Your main cations of water and fertilizer. LowSome may pertain to your situation, and some may not. It’s much the same as your objective in applying fertilizer should be maintenance lawns usually contain comemergency plan; you should tailor your planning to your own unique situation.
to add necessary nutrients in the required mon types of bluegrass combined with
amounts and at the proper time to a mixture of other grasses. These lawns
Plan for Pet Disaster Needs
achieve good quality turf. Organic fer- grow and spread more slowly than high• Identifying shelter. For public health reasons, many emergency shelters tilizers will help to maintain healthy soil, maintenance lawns without requiring
cannot accept pets. Find out which motels and hotels in the area you plan to evacu- and a healthy lawn is able to recover much extra water or nitrogen fertilizer.
ate to allow pets — well in advance of needing them. There are also a number of from insect and disease attacks. It will
guides that list hotels/motels that permit pets and could serve as a starting point. compete better with weeds, thereby reThe amount of nitrogen your lawn
Include your local animal shelter’s number in your ducing the need for pesticides.
needs also depends on what type of soil
list of emergency numbers — they might be able to
you have. Soil tests are available through
provide information concerning pets during a disas- Fertilizing Your Lawn
the University of Minnesota or through
ter.
z Fill granular fertilizer spread- private firms.
• Take pet food, bottled water, medications, ers on a hard surface where spills are
veterinary records, cat litter/pan, can opener, food easy to clean up. Never wash fertilizer
Don’t over-water your sandy
dishes, first aid kit and other supplies with you in spills into the street or other hard sur- soil—you’ll increase the risk of nitrocase they’re not available later. While the sun is still face areas where they can easily enter gen loss to groundwater.
shining, consider packing a “pet survival” kit which storm sewers and eventually end up in
Daily watering during cool, moist
could be easily deployed if disaster hits.
surface water. Clean granular fertilizer periods will also increase leaching po• Make sure identification tags are up to date spreaders and liquid fertilizer applica- tential. Watering techniques that meet a
and securely fastened to your pet’s collar. If possible, attach the address and/or tors over grassy areas to prevent runoff grass plant’s needs during any particuphone number of your evacuation site. If your pet gets lost, his tag is his ticket of fertilizer from hard surfaces.
lar climate condition are more effective.
home. Make sure you have a current photo of your pet for identification purposes.
z Close the gate on your fertil- To minimize nitrogen leaching, water
• Make sure you have a secure pet carrier, leash or harness for your pet so izer spreader when crossing hard sur- just enough to compensate for moisture
that if he panics, he can’t escape.
face areas. If fertilizer falls on a hard removed by plant uptake and evaporasurface, sweep it up, and use it later.
tion. Sloped areas may require more frePrepare to Shelter Your Pet
z Leave a buffer zone of quent but smaller amounts of water per
• Call your local emergency management office, animal shelter, or ani- unmanaged grasses or natural vegeta- application.
mal control office to get advice and information.
tion along a shoreline. This will help
• If you are unable to return to your home right away, you may need to prevent soil erosion and retain some of Applying Phosphorus to Your Lawn
board your pet. Find out where pet boarding facilities are located. Be sure to the nutrients that might otherwise enter
As of January 1, 2005, fertilizers
research some outside your local area in case local facilities close.
a lake or other water resources. Never containing phosphorus cannot be used
• Most boarding kennels, veterinarians, and animal shelters will need your deposit fertilizer into lakes, streams, on lawns in Minnesota unless a soil test
pet’s medical records to make sure all vaccinations are current. Include copies in wetlands, or other bodies of water. When shows a need for phosphorus, or if a new
your “pet survival” kit along with a photo of your pet.
applying fertilizer near a body of water, lawn is being established. Look for the
• NOTE: Some animal shelters will provide temporary foster care for owned it is better to use a drop spreader. Drop middle number in the string of three
pets in times of disaster, but this should be considered only as a last resort.
spreaders are more precise but slower numbers on a fertilizer bag — it should
• If you have no alternative but to leave your pet at home, there are some than rotary-type spreaders. The rest of read zero. These restrictions do not apprecautions you must take, but remember that leaving your pet at home alone can the area further away from the shoreline ply to fertilizers used for agricultural
place your animal in great danger. Confine your pet to a safe area inside – never may be fertilized with either a rotary or crops, flower and vegetable gardening,
leave your pet chained outside! Leave them loose inside your home with food drop spreader.
or on a golf course by trained staff.
and plenty of water. Remove the toilet tank lid, raise the seat, and brace the bathz Don’t apply fertilizer in natuA soil test will inform you of the
room door open so they can drink. Place a notice outside in a visible area, advising ral drainage areas. Though they might amount of phosphorus in your soil
what pets are in the house and where they are located. Provide a phone number not be hard-surfaced, these areas can still and the appropriate application rate.
where you or a contact can be reached as well as the name and number of your vet. channel fertilizer directly into the sur- Soil tests are available through the Uniface water before it infiltrates surround- versity of Minnesota or through private
During a Disaster
• Bring your pets inside immediately.
• Have newspapers on hand for sanitary purposes. Feed the animals moist
DISASTER PLANNING FOR PETS Continued from left
or canned food so they will need less water to drink.
• Animals have instincts about severe weather changes and will often iso- animals may be brought into flood areas. Downed power lines are a hazard.
• The behavior of your pets may change after an emergency. Normally quiet
late themselves if they are afraid. Bringing them inside early can stop them from
running away. Never leave a pet
and friendly pets may become aggressive or defensive. Watch animals closely.
outside or tied up during a
Leash dogs and place them in a fenced yard with access to shelter and water.
storm.
• Separate dogs and cats.
Animal issues can impact public health and safety. According to the Chemical
Even if your dogs and cats norStockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP)/FEMA, website, some of
mally get along, the anxiety of an
the reasons why preplanning for animals is important include:
emergency situation can cause
• The average household is estimated to have 1.2 pets, excluding wild or
pets to act irrationally. Keep small
exotic pets;
pets away from cats and dogs.
• Treating domesticated or rescued animals may spread zoonotic diseases if
• In an emergency, you
personnel are not properly protected;
may have to take your birds with
• And decontaminating animals is difficult to manage if community plans
you. Talk with your veterinarian
and necessary resources are lacking.
or local pet store about special food dispensers that regulate the amount of food a
bird is given. Make sure that the bird is caged and the cage is covered by a thin
There is a video available for downloading on the Chemical Stockpile Emercloth or sheet to provide security and filtered light.
gency Preparedness Program (CSEPP)/FEMA website titled “Animals in Emergencies for Owners.” It is intended to help pet and livestock owners prepare to
After a Disaster
protect their animals during emergencies. This video can be found at http://
• If after a disaster you have to leave town, take your pets with you. Pets emc.ornl.gov/CSEPPweb/animals/animals_emergencies_owner.htm,
are unlikely to survive on their own.
• In the first few days after the disaster, leash your pets when they go outAccording to the “The Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act of
side. Always maintain close contact. Familiar scents and landmarks may be altered 2006,” local emergency plans are required to address the needs of individuals with
and your pet may become confused and lost. Also, snakes and other dangerous household pets and service animals. The metropolitan region and Scott County are
working towards developing these types of plans. As a pet owner, you can also
DISASTER PLANNING FOR PETS Continued at right
take steps to insure your pet is properly cared for in times of disasters.
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Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight
Sarah Martel
Go Green with 4-H Adventures this summer
By Abby Torgerson, 4-H Program Coordinator

Are you racking your brains, trying to think of summer programs and events
for your kids that are both enjoyable and educational? The Scott County 4-H
Program has a huge menu of events coming up this summer that may fit your
needs, and your child’s wants!
What is a 4-H Adventure?
A 4-H Adventure is a short-term activity for all youth, including youth not
enrolled in a 4-H Club. It’s a way to learn something new, meet friends, have fun,
and see what 4-H is like. The activity can involve staying overnight or be shorter
than an afternoon. Everyone is welcome to attend, whether or not you are an
enrolled 4-H member, or even if you would just like to be a friend of the 4-H
program for a day. 4-H is open to all youth in grades kindergarten through their
first year into college.
The 4-H focus is on learning by doing. Participants will have opportunities to
learn about different project areas by exploring short bursts of fun in the adventure
program. Please call the Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410 to sign
up.
Cloverbud Day Camp
This event will be held in Jordan on Tuesday, June
24 from 10 a.m. - 2: p.m. at the Scott County Fairgrounds. The program is open to all youth in kindergarten through those who have completed 3rd grade. At
this Day Camp, youth will have a day packed with activities involving crafts, games, songs, and much more.
The cost is $10 for 4-H members, and $15 for friends
of 4-H.
4th through 6th grade Adventure Exploration Day
This event will be held in Jordan on Thursday, June 26th from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
at the Scott County Fairgrounds. At this Day Camp, youth will have the opportunity to dig deep into the different project areas and will go home with a finished
product of the highlighted 4-H project that day. Youth will also have the opportunity to play games, hang out with friends, and just have fun! The cost for this
program is $10 for 4-H members, and $15 for friends of 4-H.
4-H at Local Libraries
4-H will be visiting the local libraries this summer “cooking up a little fun!”
At the libraries, youth will make a food product with the 4-H junior leaders, participate in a fun fitness challenge, and also have the opportunity to listen to a
couple of stories. There is no charge for this program, and you do not need to be a
4-H member to attend. See Pages 14 and 15 for more information.
Project in the Park
Project in the Park is back by popular demand! The 4-H program will again
be visiting both Memorial Park in Shakopee and Lake Front Park in Prior Lake.
The dates and topics for these events are August 5 — Eco-Friendly — exploring
recycled art; August 12 — Explore Minnesota — celebrating Minnesota’s 150th
birthday! on August 19 — Grow Green with 4-H — we will be exploring the
gardening project area and making worm hotels; and August 26 is Mystery Madness. (The class is a mystery and you just have to wait to see what is in store for
that day!) Times for these workshops are from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. in Shakopee and 1
p.m. – 3 p.m. in Prior Lake. The cost for this program is $5 per class, or $15 for all
4. This program is open to everyone, but classes fill up fast!
Interested?
4-H is part of the University of Minnesota and is the largest youth organization
in the state. Don’t miss out on being a part of this fun! You can find out more
about the 4-H program by checking out the website at www.mn4h.org or by calling
the Scott County 4-H office at (952) 492-5410.

School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 10th grader
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Tom and Wanda Martel
Years in 4-H: One year
Years as a Junior Leader: One year
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
When the call goes out for teen teachers,
Sarah is one of the first to volunteer. This is
Sarah’s first year teaching, and she is
demonstrating strong leadership skills and is a
positive role model in her community.
Sarah Martel
Sarah can be matched with teens that are
new to teaching, and she has an excellent talent for helping them learn teaching
skills as well as keeping the students entertained.
Sarah just visited with 4th graders at Jordan Elementary, where she taught the
students the truth about alcohol and tobacco, helped them practice saying no to
peer pressure, and taught them the truth about advertisements.

Leigh Braun
Grade: 7th grade
4-H Club: Independent
Parents: Pete and Sandy Braun
Years in 4-H: Six years
Years as Junior Leader: One year
Projects of Interest: Clothing, Crafts and Fine Arts,
Scrapbooking, Performing Arts, Photography, Video,
Child Development, Clothing, Quilting, Shop,
Entomology, Safety, Health, Youth Leadership,
Gardening
Look out, here comes Leigh Braun – and she’s ready
to have fun and demonstrate positive leadership to
younger 4-H members! Leigh has been in 4-H for six
years and has become a strong leader in the club
community. Leigh is full of energy and laughter, yet
Leigh Braun
she knows when to help get the work done.
This is Leigh’s first year as a Junior Ambassador, and she has been helping to
lead the group through games, songs, and team building activities. Last month,
Leigh helped teach participants how to make balloon animals at the Spring has
Sprung Day Camp. Watch for Leigh at the Scott County Fair, showing others
how to make balloon animals and face painting!

Earth Team volunteers needed
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is looking for
volunteers. Earth team volunteers
play an important role in helping
NRCS fulfill its commitment to
working with people to protect and
conserve our Nation’s natural resources. It offers outstanding and
exciting opportunities for students
who need professional work experience or academic credit.
As an Earth Team volunteer, you
can help professional conservationists put conservation practices on the

land as well as help to improve
wildlife habitat or inventory natural resources. Volunteering can
make a world of difference. Volunteers receive no salary from
NRCS, but may be reimbursed for
incidental expenses including local
transportation to and from work as
well as meals while on duty. If you
are interested in becoming an Earth
Team volunteer, contact your local
NRCS office for further details at
(952) 492-5425.

Watch for emerald ash borers; report suspicious symptoms
By now, most people, if not everyone, have heard about the emerald ash
borer and the threat it represents to
Minnesota’s large population of ash in
our urban landscapes and forests. This
exotic beetle attacks all species of ash
trees in North America, including green,
black, and white ash as well as all sizes
from small (1/2 inch diameter) trees to
large, mature trees. Emerald ash borer
prefers stressed ash, but can also successfully attack healthy ones as well.
Unfortunately, our ash trees have little
or no resistance to this insect, which
means that no ash tree is safe from this
invasive species.
Emerald ash borer is currently found
in seven states in the U.S.: Michigan,
Ohio, Maryland, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia, as well as

in Ontario, Canada. To date, it has not
been discovered in Minnesota. This
beetle only travels about 1/2 to two miles
on its own each year, which would take
this insect decades before it could reach
Minnesota on its own. However, emerald ash borer is artificially spread by
people when it is accidentally transported in ash firewood, nursery stock,
and wood objects such as planters. It’s
not a matter of if emerald ash borer will
be found here, but when it will be discovered in Minnesota. Unfortunately,
that is a question no one knows the answer to.
With all the uncertainty over emerald ash borer’s arrival and how devastating it will be once it gets a foothold
here (think Dutch elm disease, only
worse), Minnesotans wonder what they

should or should not be doing until it
actually gets here. The following are
answers to some of your most common
questions.
What does it look like?
It is a relatively slender beetle, iridescent green with a somewhat coppery
colored head that measures between 1/3
and 1/2 inch long. For more information on look-a-likes and native borers,
go to the following Minnesota Department of Agriculture website at
www.mda.state.mn.us/news/publications/ext/eablookalikes.pdf.
How do I know if my tree is infested
with emerald ash borer?
The first symptom is dieback in the
tree’s crown. If you see dieback, look
for the characteristic “D-shaped” exit
holes in the trunk and branches. Emer-

ald ash borer also creates a characteristic series of “S-shaped” criss-crossing
tunnels, although this is under the bark
and normally not visible.
What should I do if I think I have
an emerald ash borer problem?
First be sure you have an ash tree
(and emerald ash borer symptoms). If
you are still not sure, contact a certified
arborist, your local extension office, or
other trained professional. If you still
suspect emerald ash borer, contact the
“Arrest the Pest” Hotline immediately.
In the metro area, call (651) 201-6684.
How can I help prevent the spread
of Emerald ash borer?
Don’t transport firewood, even
within Minnesota. Buy the wood you
need locally from an approved vendor.
Don’t bring firewood home, burn it all.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Scott County Recreational Facilities
— SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE —
Scott County is home to several major regional
parks and family entertainment attractions which provide area residents with many opportunities to explore
nature and enjoy outdoor recreational opportunities.
In this special pull-out section of The Scott County
SCENE, these parks, programs, and attractions are featured in order to provide you with information so you
can explore and enjoy Scott County this summer!

Minnesota Off-Road Cyclists (MORC) volunteers
assist Park District Maintenance and Public Safety staff
in maintaining and patrolling the trail.

Facility highlights include:
• 21 miles of turf hiking trails, including 4.2
miles of dog walking trails.
• 14 miles of scenic horseback riding trails
with trailer parking
• Sustainable unpaved mountain bike trail
featuring 10-mile series of loops. Open
year-round. Includes 7-mile Advanced Loop,
2-1/2 mile Intermediate Loop, and .8-mile
Easy Loop.
• Boat launch (gas motors not permitted)
• 200 acres of restored prairie
• Group horse camp that can accommodate 20
horses.

Mountain biking at Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve
In 2007, Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in Savage opened a single-track sustainable mountain bike
trail, unlike any other trail found within Three Rivers
Park District. The footprint of the trail is relatively
narrow to provide for a very intimate experience with
the natural surroundings. Mountain bike and hiking
trails throughout the rest of the park district are wider.
The trail’s design incorporates three key sustainable-design principles: Gentle grade, grade reversals,
and an out-sloped tread. These elements work together
to allow water runoff to flow across rather than down
the trail, significantly reducing the potential for erosion. This also helps keep the trail surface dry, allowing for the trail to open earlier in the season and sooner
after a large rain event.
The trail offers a seven-mile advanced loop, twoand-a-half-mile intermediate loop, and eight-tenths of
a mile easy loop. The course allows a wide range of
mountain bikers to use the system and expand their
skills. The trail offers sustained climbs through a
wooded area and several interesting views of the wetland complex tucked between the more difficult trail
loops. Trail visitors should use caution while riding
and hiking the trail.
The single-track trail adds diversity to types of
trails available to metro mountain bikers. Roughly twothirds of the single track is designated as ‘Advanced
trail,’ rare in the Twin Cities area. Murphy-Hanrehan
is popular with more skilled riders looking for a challenge, while still satisfying beginner and intermediate
riders with the first two loops.

(formerly Historic Murphy’s Landing)

(763) 694-7784
Minnesota Heritage Weekends — weekends
May 31 through August 24
10 a.m.-5 p.m. – Saturdays
Noon-5 p.m. – Sundays

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
(952) 447-6913
The glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northwest
Scott County make Murphy-Hanrehan one of the most
picturesque areas found in the Twin Cities. The terrain is also popular with horseback riders, mountain
bikers, and hikers. With the exception of the trails,
this 2,786-acre park remains undeveloped. The park
also features 200 acres of restored prairie within a 450acre prairie management area. The best way to view
the prairie is to park at the horse trailer parking lot and
walk in. (Volunteers are needed in the fall to collect
prairie seeds. To volunteer, call 763-559-6706.) In
2004, Murphy-Hanrehan was designated as an “Important Bird Area” by the National Audubon Society.
The park is the only known breeding population of
hooded warblers in the state, as well as blue-winged
warblers, Acadian flycatchers, yellow-crowned night
herons, loons, red-shouldered hawks, Cerulean warblers (a species of special concern in Minnesota) and
Henslow’s sparrows (an endangered species in Minnesota).

“The Landing”

Cleary Lake Regional Park features a fishing pier
and a boat launch. There is also a sandy swimming
beach, boat and bike rentals, and picnic and
camping areas.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

(763) 694-7777
The 1,186 acre Cleary Lake Regional Park is one
of the most popular year-round recreation spots in the
southern metro area. Park guests enjoy swimming,
boating, and fishing in the summer. Golfers find challenge in the par 3, 9-hole course and driving range.
Large groups gather at the three-season pavilion, group
picnic areas, and group camp sites. Group facilities
are available on a reservation basis by calling (763) 559-6700
on weekdays.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Facility highlights
include:
• Visitor Center/Clubhouse with
concessions
Par 3, 9-hole golf course
Public and group picnic areas
Three-season picnic pavilion
Group and family camp sites
Sandy swimming beach
Boat launch and fishing pier
3.5 miles of paved bike and hike trails
2.4 miles of unpaved trails; dogs allowed on
1.1 miles.
Boat and bike rentals
28-acre dog off-leash area

Visit the Landing (formerly Historic Murphy’s
Landing) and experience the excitement and challenges
of life along the Minnesota River in the 1800s! Meet
the residents of Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help with
their daily chores, play games, attend school and participate in 1800s-era craft demonstrations. Ride the
trolley pulled by Percheron draft horses. Many buildings open for touring. Food service available on most
weekends. Cost is $8.50 for ages 12 and older; $7 ages
3 to11 and seniors; ages 2 and under, free.

Sunday, June 15
12:00 noon - 5 p.m.
“Pa and Me” Day
Treat your Pa and the whole family to a day of
old-fashioned frontier fun. Swing your partner to the
music of the Whistle Pigs String Band. Enjoy an 1860s
“baseball” game between the Quicksteps and Rochester Roosters. Take a ride on a wagon pulled by
Percheron draft horses. Gift shop and food available
for purchase. Dads get in free with one paid admission. Cost is $8.50 for ages 12 and older; $7 ages 3
to11 and seniors; ages 2 and under are free.

Friday and Saturday, July 4-5
10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Sunday, July 6
12 noon - 5 p.m.
Independence Celebration
Celebrate America’s birthday with the settlers of
Eagle Creek. Experience festivities of the 1800s by
marching in a parade, playing croquet, throwing horseshoes, churning ice cream and much more. Defend the
town’s honor in a “baseball” match against the mighty
Quicksteps (July 4 only). See live raptors from
Richardson Nature Center (July 4 only). Gift shop and
food available for purchase. Cost is $8.50 ages 12 and
older; $7 ages 3-11 and seniors; ages 2 and under, free.

SUMMER CAMPS AT THE LANDING
“Pioneer Life”: Grades 1 - 6
•
June 11 - 13, Wednesday–Friday #33841013
•
July 9 - 11, Wednesday–Friday #33841014
July 23 - 25, Wednesday–Friday #33841015
Cleary Lake Golf Course
The Cleary Lake Golf Course is a par 3, 9-hole August 13 - 15, Wednesday–Friday #33841016
course that offers lessons, equipment rental, a driving
range, merchandise, food, and discounts for juniors
and seniors. Call (763) 694-7777 to reserve your tee
time.
Greens fees:
• Regular 9 holes: $14; Tour Card rate/$12.
• Junior/senior rates (before 4 p.m., Monday Friday): $12; Tour Card rate/$10.
Golf Leagues
Cleary Lake Golf Course offers leagues for families, adults, seniors, and women. For more information,
call
(763)
694-7777
or
visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf.

Experience the life of a pioneer child. Build a log
cabin, cook over a fire, make old-fashioned toys, and
play 19th Century baseball. Gather firewood, haul water, feed farm animals and churn butter. Visit the General Store to get supplies. Campers are encouraged to
wear pioneer style clothes. Reservations required; call
(763) 559-6700.
(10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $140)

“Civil War Camp”: Grades 4 - 6
June 18 - 20, Wednesday-Friday #33841006
July 14 - 16, Monday–Wednesday #33841007
Go from civilian to “soldier” in the 5th Minnesota
Infantry and relive the Civil War. Activities include
19th Century baseball, rope making, one-room school,
military drill, marching, and camp life. Learn about
Minnesota’s role in the Civil War and participate in a
simulated skirmish. Recruits may be male or female.
Reservations are required; call (763) 559-6700.
(10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $150)

“Frontier Adventure”: Gradess 4-6
July 29 – Aug. 1, Tuesday–Friday #33841004

Golfers enjoy the 9-hole course at Cleary Lake.

Do you have what it takes to survive on the frontier? Try starting a fire with flint and steel. Learn skills
such as archery, orienteering, and climbing. Build a
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES to Page 12
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This drawing is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not
intended to be used as one. This drawing is a compilation of records,
information, and data located in various city, county, and state offices, and
other sources affecting the area shown, and is to be used for reference
purposes only. Scott County is not responsible for any inaccuracies herein
contained. If discrepancies are found, please contact the Scott County
Surveyors Office.
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Scott County Recreational Facilities
wilderness shelter, live off the land, and fire a blank
musket charge. Meet the country peddler and trade for
prizes. Reservations required; call (763)559-6700.
(10 a.m. - 4 p.m., cost is $186)
For more information about Three Rivers Park
District facilities or summer activities, please call (763)
559-9000 or visit www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.

Carver Rapids/Louisville
Parking is located two miles south of the junction
of Highways 41 and 169 (south of Chaska, southwest
of Shakopee). The trails in this area meander through
Carver Rapids and the Louisville Swamp, which is part
of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
Here, you’ll find seven miles of hiking on the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Mazomani Trail. Highlights
along the trail include the Historic Jabs Farm and a
rustic trail shelter. The main corridor trail for
snowmobiling, horseback riding, mountain biking, and
hiking starts at the north end of the parking lot and
follows an old road. Two canoe campsites overlook
the historic “Little Rapids” on the Minnesota River.

Spring Lake Regional Park
(undeveloped future park)
Located on the northern edge of Spring Lake, this
undeveloped 351-acre park features mature maplebasswood forests, wetlands, and lakeshore. Scott
County recently completed a park development master plan for the Park, which can be viewed on the
County’s website. The purpose of the master plan is
to guide future park development, programming and
operations. Please call the Scott County parks department at (952) 496-8752 with any questions or comments about the plan. At this time, development of
Spring Lake Regional Park is likely more than five
years away.

Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
(undeveloped future park )
This future 900-acre Park is located in Cedar Lake
Township between St. Catherine and Lenin Lakes. The
site contains a mix of biologically rich oak forests and
woodlands, a maze of wetlands and ponds, farm fields,
and an original 1800s farmstead. The park’s cultural
and natural resources will offer a wide variety of recreational opportunities. A development master plan will
be created for the park through a planning process that
will involve the local public, elected officials, and additional stakeholders. At this time, the creation of the
plan is likely three to five years away and development of Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park is likely more
than ten years away.

Continued from Page 9

The proposed Blakeley Bluffs Regional Park will
provide scenic views of the Minnesota River Valley.

Gifford Lake

Scott County Regional Trail
(partially developed)

Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. The public access at Gifford Lake is
popular with anglers.

When completed, this 13.5 mile paved regional
trail will connect the Minnesota Valley Trail in
Shakopee to Spring Lake Regional Park, the City of
Prior Lake, Cleary Lake Regional Park, and the
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve. The trail will traverse
gently rolling terrain and will accommodate biking,
walking, and in-line skating. The majority of the trail
will be located parallel to county roads, with a little
over a mile running through natural landscapes in the
northern part of Cleary Lake Regional Park. To date,
completed portions of the trail include a one-mile section along County Road 79 between 10th Avenue and
Hillwood Drive in the City of Shakopee and a 5.3mile segment extending from Bobcat Trail on CR 82,
along CR 21 and through Cleary Lake Regional Park,
to CR 27/Texas Avenue. (An additional 2.6 miles of
County trail continues along CR 21 to the Scott /Dakota County line.) In 2008, a new 1.3 mile section of
the regional trail will be constructed along CR 82 extending between CR 17 and Bobcat Trail.

Nyssen’s Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. This gives you access to the main corridor trail, which is designed for snowmobiling, horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking.

Chaska/Shakopee Bike Trail
Parking in Chaska at Courthouse Lake (near the
Carver County Courthouse and throughout the downtown area), and in Shakopee at the Huber Park trail
head. This four mile paved trail is popular with bicyclers, joggers, hikers, bird watchers, and many others.
This scenic trail partly follows an old railroad bed.
Anglers can find big catfish near the site of the old
railroad swing bridge. Other features include scenic
Nyssen’s Lake and the remains of an old brewery.
There are benches along the trail for resting and observing wildlife.

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
For information on federally-owned parks, including the Louisville Swamp, Rice Lake, and Wilkie Unit,
call (952) 854-5900 for the visitor center.

Minnesota Valley State
Recreation Area
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and
Federal Refuge was established by State and Federal
Legislatures to provide recreational travel routes
“...through areas which have significant scenic, historic, scientific, or recreational qualities and to provide wildlife habitat.” Scott County is home to four
units of the recreational area. For further information, please call (952)-492-6400.

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
(undeveloped future park)
Located on the western and southern shore of Cedar Lake in Helena Township, this future 300 acre park
will offer expansive views of and opportunities to get
up close to Cedar Lake. The site contains a mix of
forested and pastoral landscape areas. Over 60 acres
of native maple-basswood forest and small forest wetlands buffer 1800 feet of Cedar Lake, providing wildlife habitat and natural scenic views. The pastoral landscape overlooks an additional 1800 feet of shoreland
offering sweeping views. A development master plan
will be created for the park through a planning process that will involve the local public, elected officials
and additional stakeholders. At this time, the creation
of the plan is likely two or more years away and development of the park at least five years.

Headquarters (Lawrence)
Located between Jordan and Belle Plaine on Township Road 57, which is just north of Highway 169.
Highlights include the only remaining building from
the 1850s town of St. Lawrence as well as the following recreational opportunities:
The “Renegade” at Valleyfair.

Camping
• 25 scenic, well-spaced family campsites
• 8 secluded, walk-in campsites
• 1 canoe campsite
• 1 walk-in/canoe campsite (by Paine Pond)
Note: Camping headquarters (Lawrence) are rustic, which means that picnic tables, firerings, drinking
water, and pit toilets are available.

Blakeley Bluffs Regional Park Reserve Picnic Area
Available for group use.
(proposed future park reserve)
This proposed 2,000-acre park reserve will be located in Blakeley Township along the Minnesota River.
The park reserve would provide scenic bluff views and
opportunities for interesting and challenging hiking
experiences afforded by its dramatic bluff landscape.
The flatter upper bluff areas will offer stellar landscape
views for picnicking and more leisurely biking and
hiking experiences. In the coming years, the focus for
this park will be to work with landowners, developers,
and other stakeholders to acquire park lands and narrow the park search area.

Trail Center and Trail
Access
Twenty two miles for
horseback riding, mountain biking and hiking; four
mile loop for hiking; and a “rustic” group camping
area, ideal for adult and youth groups. Call the park
office for reservations. Fishing: try fishing at Bearson
Lake — near the Quarry Campground — or on the
Minnesota River. (A public access to the Minnesota
River is located two miles north of Jordan on CR 9
and north of Belle Plaine on CR 25.)

Valleyfair!
(952) 445-6500; valleyfair.com
Valleyfair is the largest amusement park in the
upper Midwest! Enjoy over 75 rides and attractions,
including eight thrilling roller coasters, the 275-foot
Power Tower, a variety of children’s and family rides
and energizing live entertainment. New in 2008 – check
out the regional premier of “Wild Ocean” in our sixstory Pepsi IMAX Theater! This action-packed film
plunges viewers into a spectacular underwater adventure where Africa meets the sea.
Valleyfair also offers cool waterslides and tube
rides in Whitewater Country Waterpark – included with
your admission. (And don’t forget to visit the park
this fall for even more thrills and chills during the
Halloween Haunt at ValleySCARE! This year’s event
features seven terrifying haunted attractions, spellbinding live shows, thrill rides and daytime family fun.)
Valleyfair is open May 10 through November 1,
2008. For more information, call (952) 445-6500 or
visit www.valleyfair.com. Plan for a full day...you’ll
need it!
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Celebrate the “Five Best Days of Summer”
at the Scott County Fair, July 23-27
The Scott County Fair, located just north of Jordan, Minnesota, is right around the corner (July 2327)! Come out to the Fair with your families for some
old fashioned fun, as well as a variety of new activities and entertainment for all ages to enjoy!
Back again this year by popular demand is the
Showboat Marionettes Show. This high-energy comedy show of puppetry combines ventriloquism,
stringed marionettes, hand puppets, and more! The
show will happen three times a day every day of the

Numerous participants and spectators attend the
Fair’s three demolition derbies.

Fair, and is free of charge to Fairgoers. The star of the
show is master ventriloquist/puppeteer Nancy Mitchell
who, together with her husband and partner Jack and
their troupe of hand-made puppets, present a fast-paced
and highly comic marionette show aimed at both adults
and children. Nancy’s credits include working with
the late Jim Henson on his first and last Muppet movies, performing for over four million students in schools
throughout the country, entertaining at fairs and festivals across the nation, and appearing at Disneyland
and other major amusement centers.
Don’t miss our latest event, the Tug-of-War Challenge, where teams from the area communities will
face off in a test of strength and endurance. Come out
Saturday from 4 to 6 p.m. to cheer on your favorite
team and see who will take home the traveling trophy
and prize money. (There is still time to sign up your
team for the Tug! Consider participating in this fun
and challenging event — put together your team now
and contact the Fair office or visit our website for registration information!)
Do you know of a Scott County Senior Volunteer
Citizen who excels at giving their time back to the
community? Submit their name for the award of Outstanding Scott County Senior! The awards ceremony
to honor the winners is on Wednesday, July 23, at 3:00
p.m. at the Fair Gazebo. Two winners in Scott County
will be honored at the Fair — and are then invited to
compete for the Outstanding Minnesota Senior Vol-

Clip and Save

Summer Festivals Abound
Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivities, get acquainted with other Scott
County residents, or to spend time with longtime friends. Below is a schedule of some of the
local events. Contact the SCENE next April at (952) 496-8780 if you would like your
organization’s activities and special events listed in next year’s summer issue. Check your
local newspapers or community websites for further details.
Sunday, June 15
June 19-22
June 21-22
June 21-22
June 28-29

Friday, July 4
Friday, July 4
July 18-20
Sunday, July 20
July 23-27
July 26-27
July 31-August 3
July 28-August 3
August 1-3
August 9-10
August 15-17
Sunday, August 17
Sept. 5-6

Sunday, Sept. 14
Sept. 19-20
Sunday, Sept. 21

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Elko New Market
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including fireworks at dusk Saturday and a
parade on Sunday at 1 p.m.
Jordan Art Festival; Pork in the Park beginning at 11 a.m. June 21; Bike
Tour June 21
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Jordan 150th Anniversary
Celebration
Elko New Market Fire/Rescue Days, including a Kiddie Parade and
Community Parade at 1 p.m. Saturday followed by games and food at
Wagner Park; Elko New Market Fire Department annual dance in the
evening at the fire hall; Sunday morning Lions’ pancake breakfast at fire
hall
Fireworks at New Prague Middle School
Fireworks over Prior Lake
Bar-B-Q Days in Belle Plaine, including a Grande Day parade on
Saturday at 1 p.m. and fireworks Sunday evening
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Cedar Lake Township
Scott County Fair (see article in this issue of the SCENE)
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring old-tyme German music
and German and Mexican food Saturday evening and Sunday
Derby Days in Shakopee, including a parade on Sunday at 1:30 p.m.
Fireworks Saturday evening at Huber Park.
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including fireworks on Friday and
Saturday evenings and a parade on Saturday at noon
45th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas Engine Festival
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Wacipi (Pow Wow)
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s in Marystown
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; car cruise and street
dance Friday evening; parade at 11 a.m. Saturday and fireworks at 9
p.m. Saturday
Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise Friday evening and
parade at noon Saturday
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Fall Festival in Jordan.

Draft Horse Shows and the Ranch Rodeo are
popular attractions at the Fair.

unteer Award at the Minnesota State Fair. Nomination
forms are available on the Scott County Fair website,
nominate someone you know today!
Plan on seeing one of our grandstand events, including the Wednesday Motorcycle Supercross; the
Thursday Tractor, Semi, and Pickup Pull; and the
Demolition Derbies on Friday and Saturday evenings
and Sunday afternoon.
Many fantastic entertainers will be at the various
fair stages to provide free entertainment for our guests.
Visit our newly relocated Entertainment Garden hosting a variety of great country, classic rock, blues, and
“old time” music throughout the Fair. The lineup includes an “All Star Karaoke” Wednesday evening,
“Lyndon Peterson’s One Man Band” on Thursday
late afternoon, “Westbound” or Friday evening, the
“Tim Chlan Band” on Saturday afternoon, “Shane
Wyatt” on Saturday evening, and “20 Stories High”
on Sunday afternoon.
The Battle of the Bands and Talent Show will
return to the fair this year; come out and support our
local entertainment as they begin their rise to the top
of the charts! Or take a break from the sights and rest
in the gazebo area, where free entertainment will be
ongoing, including the Wild Rose Cloggers, 4-H ArtsIn Performances, and more.
When you come to the Fair, bring your children
and grandchildren for a day of fun! Climb, swing,
and slide on the Rainbow Playsystem at the Fair this
year, and try your skill at the new Speedboat Racing
game! The barns are full of animals to see, smell,
and touch. Remember to check out Merriam’s Midway, which will have even more rides this year. Make
sure to have the kids compete in the Children’s Pedal
Tractor Pull on Saturday afternoon!
Thursday is Kids’ Day at the Fair, additional special events are planned all day long for kids to enjoy!
Visit the 4-H building for face painting and clowns,
look for vendor Kids’ Day specials, and catch one of
the shows of Lyndon Peterson, the One Man Band,
with a special Kids’ Day show from 3 to 4 p.m. in the
gazebo and a regular show from 5 to 7 p.m. in the beer
garden. Make sure to check out the Coloring Contest, available on our website. Kids ages 4 through 10
can bring the completed coloring page into the Fair
Office on Wednesday, July 23 or Thursday, July 24 to
receive one free ride ticket, a coloring book, and a fair
ribbon. Pages will be displayed by age in the Creative Arts Building during the fair.
Visit the commercial buildings and go and see
the 4-H and open class exhibits. Don’t miss the floral arrangement competition in the Creative Arts building; place your vote for the best arrangement by area
floral shops. Of course, make sure to enjoy our cheese
curds, cotton candy, elk burgers, malts, and many more
tasty treats.
Other events returning to the fair include the Upper Midwest Stock Dog Challenge, the Draft Horse
Shows, the Ranch Rodeo, the Chainsaw
Woodcarver, and the Celebrity Milking contest.
Do you have a unique skill or craft? Submit an
entry to the open class exhibits! See the website below for information on what you can bring to the fair
and how to enter it to be judged. Entry deadline is
July 15, 2008. Watch your newspaper in mid-July
for a flyer showcasing all activities at the Fair. For
more information and a full Fair schedule, please visit
our website at www.scottcountyfair.com or call the Fair
Office at (952) 492-2436.
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Library Summer Reading Program heats up

Look What’s Cookin’ At Your
Library! That’s this year ’s
theme for the Scott County
Library’s Summer Reading
Program at all seven of our
branches, starting Monday,
June 9 and running until
Saturday, August 9. Studies
show that kids who don’t read
regularly over the summer often
read at a lower level when they
return to school in the fall. To
help keep that from happening,
the Scott County Libraries offer
this free reading incentive
program for kids of all ages,
separated into three groups:
Preschool Program
♦ For kids who haven’t yet
been to kindergarten
♦ Sign up June 9 or later.
Receive a reading record, and
color in a circle for each library
book read to you. Bring
completed record to library to
receive a sticker for every five
books you read and a prize for
each completed record
• 1 st reading record: Old
Country Buffet free kids meal
coupon
• 2nd reading record: Papa
Murphy’s mini-pizza coupon
• 3rd reading record: “Look
What’s Cookin’” plastic tote bag
School-Age Program

♦ For kids who have finished

kindergarten through 5th grade
♦ Sign up June 9 or later.
Receive a reading record, and
color in one clock for every hour
you read library materials (or
have them read to you). Bring
reading record back to the
library for prizes:
• 2 clocks: “Look What’s
Cookin’” bookmark
• 4 clocks: Old Country Buffet
free kids meal coupon
• 6 clocks: “Look What’s
Cookin’” plastic tote bag
• 8 clocks: Papa Murphy’s
mini-pizza coupon
• 10 clocks: “Look What’s
Cookin’” recipe card
• 12 clocks: “Look What’s
Cookin’” pencil
• 14 clocks: Fruit eraser
• 16 clocks: Local branch prize
• 18 clocks: “Look What’s
Cookin’” library card holder
• 20 clocks: State Fair ticket or
Underwater Adventures Pass
• After completing 20 hours,
keep reading for a chance to
win “Look What’s Cookin’”
drawstring backpacks
“Plug Into Your Library” Teen
Program
♦ For kids who have finished
6th grade and up
♦ Sign up June 9 or later and
receive a color change cup
♦ Earn rewards every four
hours you read (up to 20
hours). Four hours: pencil
sharpener; Eight hours: $2
Scott County Library coupon for
fines or printing; 12 hours:
picture frame keychain; 16
hours: free book; 20 hours: CD
rack
♦ Earn additional prizes with
the weekly challenges. Answer
each week’s trivia question
posted in the library and online
at
www.scott.lib.mn.us/
teen.html. Turn in or mail in your
completed answer sheet to be

entered in drawings for great
prizes. During three weeks of
the summer, teens can earn
instant prizes by answering the
challenges correctly
* All prizes are subject to
availability; some prizes may
have substitutions
For more information on our
summer reading programs, visit
your local Scott County Library
branch or our website at
www.scott.lib.mn.us. Many
thanks to MELSA, Old Country
Buffet, Papa Murphy’s, and
Minnesota State Fair for
generously providing Countywide prizes for the summer
reading program, and to the
many local businesses who
kindly donate prizes and
sponsor performances for
individual branches.

LOOK WHAT’S COOKIN’
PERFORMERS and
PROGRAMS
Along with prizes for reading,
each library will also have lots
of free and fun programs and
performances, including book
clubs, science programs,
magicians, book parties, and
plenty more. More programs
may be added throughout the
summer – for the most current
and complete listing of
performance times and
locations, check our website at
www.scott.lib.mn.us and click
“Summer Reading Program.”
Programs sponsored by
MELSA and the Scott County
Library
System
unless
otherwise noted.
Here’s a peek at the programs
which will be available:
Scott County Historical
Society Seed Art Program:
Celebrate Minnesota’s 150 th
birthday and make your own fun
picture using seeds!
“I Like Pancakes” – Songs
and Games with Ross Sutter:
Ross sings songs about food,
invites children up on stage to
play various instruments
including food shakers, and
involves the whole audience in
singing, clapping, and even
dancing along including the title
song game: “I Like Pancakes.”
All ages welcome.
Simply Good Eating
Storytime
Gloria Wolf from U of M
Extension’s Simply Good
Eating Program will read stories

and do a children’s activity
promoting healthy eating.
Participants are invited to bring
a donation to the CAP Agency
Food Shelf.
All ages welcome.
Kitchen Science
Cook up some summer fun with
Kate!
Join
us
for
fascinating demos, shocking
science facts, and take-home
instructions
for
simple
experiments you can try with
materials found in your kitchen!
Spiderwick Party
Enjoy
monstrously
fun
activities, challenges, and
treats based on the Spiderwick
Chronicles movie and books!
Mike the Baker
Enjoy
this
fast-paced
interactive program with Mike
and his oversized baking tools
– kids can even join the Bakery
Bowl Band! All ages welcome.
Cook Up a Book with Mary Jo
Make your own food-themed
book to take home and fill with
stories, pictures, or even
recipes!
Dr. Seuss Party
Welcome to all “Horton Hears
a Who” fans – we’re having a
party filled with fun games,
activities, and snacks based on
the ever-popular Dr. Seuss
books! All ages welcome.
Illustrator Debra Frasier
Wow! Enjoy this very special
opportunity to see Debra
Frasier, the illustrator of our
“Look What’s Cookin’ at Your
Library” materials and the book
A Birthday Cake is No Ordinary
Cake.
StoryClay Teller
Help local artist Maureen
Carlson create a story and a
clay character! All ages
welcome.
4-H Fun, Food, and Fitness
4-H is cooking up some
excitement at the library! 4-H
will be offering free adventures
at the libraries; we will be
mixing up a treat, running a fun
fitness Olympics, and reading
a few books. Drop-in format;
open to youth who have
completed K-6th grades.
Schiffelly Puppets
Humorous and fun-filled puppet
show, “Capt. Schnook, Stinker
Bell and the High Frying
Adventures of Peter Pan”. All
ages welcome.
Birthday Cake in a Box!
Do something special for a
hungry kid! Bring a cake mix,
frosting, and candles (or a $5
donation) to fill a cake box, then
decorate the cake box for a
special birthday surprise. We’ll
deliver the filled and decorated
boxes to the CAP Agency Food
Shelf. All ages welcome.
Star Michaelina Magician
Original magic, wacky comedy,
high energy performer, and a
dash of cooking…Mix these
ingredients together for an

interactive magic show that
truly promotes reading.
Juggling Workshop –
Beginners
Join Tim for a crash course in
juggling, including how to make
inexpensive
juggling
equipment.
2nd grade and up; registration is
required.
Juggling Workshop – Level 2
If you’ve been to Tim’s
Beginning Juggling Workshop
or have some juggling
experience, join Tim to take
your juggling to the next level.
2nd grade and up; registration is
required.
Magical Mia
A mystifying show featuring the
magic and culture of Asia.
“Look What’s Cookin’”
Summer Reading Schedule
of Events:
Weekly events are free and
open to the public – registration
not required unless indicated.
Please arrive on time, as staff
may need to limit attendance for
safety reasons. All programs
are designed for children ages
kindergarten through fifth
grade, unless indicated as “all
ages welcome.”
WEEKLY STORYTIMES –
June 9 through August 9
All ages welcome
Belle Plaine
Stories and rhymes with a
different theme each week!
Tuesdays and Fridays at 11:15
a.m.
Elko New Market
Stories and rhymes with a
different theme each week!
Fridays at 11 a.m.
Jordan
Stories and rhymes with a
different theme each week!
Tuesdays at 11 a.m.
Prior Lake
Celebrity Storytimes – join local
notables for stories and fun!
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Savage
Celebrity Storytimes – join local
notables for stories and fun!
Mondays and Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m.
Shakopee
Celebrity Storytimes – join local
notables for stories and fun!
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
PERFORMERS, PROGRAMS
and PARTIES
Monday, June 9
Summer Reading Program
begins! Sign up any time today
or after to earn fun prizes just
by reading library materials!
Tuesday, June 10
Seed Art Program
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 11
Seed Art Program
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 12
Seed Art Program
Jordan, 1:30 p.m.

Friday, June 13
Seed Art Program
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Monday, June 16
”I Like Pancakes”
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, June 17
Simply Good Eating Storytime
Jordan, 11 a.m.
Kitchen Science
Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Spiderwick Party
Jordan, 3 p.m.
Poetry Potpourri
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, June 18
Mike the Baker
Elko New Market, 4 p.m.
Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Spiderwick Party
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Thursday, June 19
Paul Bunyan Museum
Paul Bunyan stopped by Prior
Lake and forgot some of his
gadgets and gear, so we’re
putting them on display!
(Courtesy of Hidden Oaks math
students). Drop in and tour the
museum anytime from 10:30
a.m. to 8 p.m.; “gigantic” stories
and activities from 10:30-11:30.
All ages welcome.
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m. -8 p.m.
Cook Up a Book with Mary Jo
Savage, 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Mike the Baker
New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Monday, June 23
Big Fun Family Circus
Comedy, juggling, and magic
show! Sponsored by James
Perry Dental.
Shakopee, 2 p.m.
Tuesday, June 24
Cook Up a Book with Mary Jo
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Poetry Potpourri
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, June 25
Mike the Baker
Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Savage, 4 p.m.
Dr. Seuss Party
Elko New Market, 2 p.m.
Kitchen Science
Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 26
Spiderwick Party
Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
READING PROGRAM
Continued on next page
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Library Summer Reading Program
Friday, June 27
Illustrator Debra Frasier
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Monday, June 30
Tea Party
Shakopee, 2 p.m.
Mr. Tea Party
No crumpets and Darjeeling
here! Guys are invited to a
special event with snacks and
activities just for them.
Savage, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, July 1
Cook Up a Book with Mary Jo
Prior Lake 10:30am
Jordan 3pm

Simply Good Eating Storytime
Belle Plaine 11:15am

Star Michaelina Magician
Savage, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 17
4-H Fun, Food. and Fitness
Jordan, 10:30 a.m. - Noon
Prior Lake, 1:30-3 p.m.
Friday, July 18
Dr. Seuss Party
Shakopee, 2 p.m.
Monday, July 21
Dirt Worms and Mudpies
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 22
Kitchen Science
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Poetry Potpourri
Belle Plaine 4pm

Wednesday, July 23
Simply Good Eating Storytime
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 2
Simply Good Eating Storytime
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Juggling
Workshop
Beginners
Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Monday, July 7
StoryClay Teller
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Dr. Seuss Party
Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, July 8
4-H Fun. Food, and Fitness
Belle Plaine, 1:30-3 p.m.

Friday, July 25
Birthday Cake in a Box!
Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Dr. Seuss Party
Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, July 28
Juggling Workshop -- Level 2
Prior Lake, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, July 9
Schiffelly Puppets
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Spiderwick Party
Savage, 6:30 p.m.

–

Tuesday, July 29
Magic Norm the Reading
Magician
Join author Norm for a special
program in celebration of his
new series of 4 books for kids
on doing magic!
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Jordan, 1:30 p.m.
Savage, 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 10
4-H Fun, Food, and Fitness
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m. -Noon
Savage, 1:30 – 3 p.m.
Cook Up a Book with Mary Jo
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Birthday Cake in a Box
Prior Lake, 4 p.m.
Monday, July 14
Juggling
Workshop
-Beginners
Prior Lake, 4 p.m. Call (952)
447-3375 to register.
Jordan, 6:30 p.m. Call (952)
492-2500 to register.
Tuesday, July 15
Simply Good Eating Storytime
All ages welcome.
Savage, 10:30 a.m.
Kitchen Science
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Star Michaelina Magician
Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.
Pirate Party
Join Tim for pirate lore, stories,
and activities!
Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 16
Simply Good Eating Storytime
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
4-H Fun, Food, and Fitness
New Prague, 10:30 a.m. - Noon
Elko New Market, 1:30-3 p.m.

Monday, August 4
Fudgemania Party -- based on
Judy Blume’s “Fudge” series
Before Greg and Roderick, and
Junie B. and Ollie, there were
Peter Hatcher and his brother
Fudge. We’ll celebrate sibling
rivalry and reading with fun and
games and, of course,
chocolaty-treats. Fun for kids
who have finished kindergarten
through 4th grade.
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.

3 rd -4 th Mixed Book Club:
Fridays at 1 p.m. – June 6, June
20, July 11, Aug. 1

Kitchen Science
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.

ELKO NEW MARKET
(952) 461-3460
“Magical Reads” 2 nd -3 rd
Grade Book Club: Mondays at
12:30 p.m. – June 23, July 7.

Tuesday, August 5
Birthday Cake in a Box!
Savage, 11:30 a.m. (after
storytime)
Jordan, 2 p.m.

Spiderwick Party
New Prague, 1:30 p.m.

Magical Mia
Prior Lake, 4 p.m.
Magical Mania with Tim
Learn about magic and even
practice a few good tricks!
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, July 30
Tea Party with Miss Julie
Savage, 10:30 a.m.
Magical Mania with Tim
Learn about magic and even
practice a few good tricks!
New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Jordan, 4 p.m.
Junie B Jones Party
Games, activities, crafts, and
snacks based on the popular
books!
Elko New Market, 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 31
StoryClay Teller
Jordan, 1:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

Simply Good Eating Storytime
All ages welcome.
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Friday, August 1
Teddy Bear Picnic
Bring your lunch to the library
(outside, if weather permits)
and enjoy stories, activities,
and prize drawings after you
eat (inside the library)!
Prior Lake – lunch at 11:30,
storytime at approx 12:15

Continued from previous page

Poetry Potpourri 2
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, August 6
Dr. Seuss Party
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Magic Tree House Party
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Thursday, August 7
Dr. Seuss Party
Jordan, 10:30 a.m.
StoryClay Teller
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Magician Matt Dunn
Fast-paced, interactive magic
show with a humorous touch!
Belle Plaine, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, August 9
Summer Reading Program
ends! Be sure to pick up any
prizes on or before this date!
Tuesday, August 12
End of Summer Reading Party!
Fun, games and refreshments.
New Prague, 1-3 p.m.
Sponsored by State Bank of
New Prague and New Prague
Friends of the Library
“It’s Party Time”
Storytime, games, cake, and
prizes!
Belle Plaine, 2 p.m.

5 th -6 th Mixed Book Club:
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. – June
11, June 25, July 9, July 23.
Teens “Mix it Up” Book Club:
For guys and girls who have
finished 6 th grade or higher;
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. – June
18, July 9, July 23.

“First in a Series” 4 th -5 th
Grade Book Club: Mondays
at 12:30 p.m. – July 14, July 28.
“He Said/She Said” Book
Club – for guys and girls who
have finished 6 th grade or
higher; Wednesdays at 12:30
p.m. – July 23, August 6.

Guys Read Book Club: For
guys who have finished 3rd-5th
grade; Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
– July 8, July 22.

Teen Guys Read Book Club:
For guys who have finished 6th
grade and higher;
Wednesdays at 3 p.m. – July
9, July 23.

Teens “Mix it Up” Book Club:
For guys and girls who have
finished 6 th grade or higher;
Thursdays at 4 p.m. – July 10,
July 24.
NEW PRAGUE
(952) 758-2391
“First in a Series” Guys Read
Book Club: For guys who
have finished 3 rd -5 th grade;
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. – June
12, July 10, August 14.
“Chocolate Fever” Girls
Book Club: For girls who have
finished 3rd-5th grade;
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. –
July 2, July 30, August 27.

PRIOR LAKE – (952) 447-3375
Guys Read Junior Book Club:
For guys who have finished 1st2nd grade; Tuesdays at 1:30
p.m. – June 17, July 8, July 22.

King of the Kitchen Chess Party
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.

“Chocolate Fever” 3 rd -5 th
grade Book Club: For girls
and guys who have finished 3rd
through 5th grade: Mondays at
4:30 p.m. – June 23, July 7,
July 21.

1 st -2 nd Girls Book Club:
Fridays at 12:30 p.m. – June 6,
June 20, July 11, August 1

SHAKOPEE – (952) 233-9590
“Mad About Maud” Girls
Book Club: For girls who have
finished
3 rd -5 th
grade;
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. – June
19, July 17.

“Eat ‘Em Up” 3 rd-5 th Grade
Book Club: For guys and girls
who have finished 3rd-5th grade;
Tuesdays at 2 p.m. – July 8,
July 22.

Friday, August 15
End of Summer Reading Party!
Fun, games, and refreshments.
Elko New Market, 10 a.m. – 5
p.m.

BELLE PLAINE
(952) 873-6767
1 st -2 nd Boys Book Club:
Fridays at noon – June 6, June
20, July 11, Aug. 1

“Future Shock” Teen Book
Club: For guys and girls who
have finished 6 th grade or
higher; Thursdays at 2 p.m. –
June 26, July 17

Teen Girls Book Club: For
girls who have finished 6 th
grade and higher; June 20,
10:30 - 12:30, July 25, 11:30 12:30.

Poetry Potpourri 2
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

BOOK CLUBS – take a break
from school books and enjoy
some fun summer reads!
Registration required; please
call or visit your local branch for
more information. As a bonus
– all book club kids get to pick
out a free book at each session!

Guys Read Book Club: For
guys who have finished 3rd-5th
grade; Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. – June 18, July 9:, July 23.

JORDAN – (952) 492-2500
“Magical Reads” 1 st -2 nd
Grade Book Club: Tuesdays
at 2 p.m. – July 15, July 29.

Teens “Mix it Up” Book Club:
For guys and girls who have
finished 6 th grade or higher;
Thursdays at 2:30 p.m. – June
19, July 10, July 24.

Tuesday, August 19
Poetry Potpourri 2
Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

SAVAGE – (952) 707-1770
“Adventure” Girls Book Club:
For girls who have finished 3rd5th grade; Tuesdays at 3 p.m. –
June 24, July 8, July 22.

Teens “Mix it Up” Book Club:
For guys and girls who have
finished 6 th grade or higher;
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. –
June 18, July 9, July 30, August
6.

PLUG IN AT YOUR LIBRARY
SUMMER READING EVENTS
FOR TEENS
Leave your little brothers and
sisters at home, these events
are for “Plug In To Your Library”
participants! You can come to
events at any location, not just
the library where you pick up
prizes – just call or visit the
library where the events are
held to sign up.
SPECIAL TEEN PROGRAMS
Many of the local branch
libraries will be holding
programs designed especially
for teens. Examples of
programs include:
Birthday Cake in a Box!
Do something special for a
hungry kid! Bring a cake mix,
frosting, and candles (or a $5
donation) to fill a cake box, then
decorate the cake box for a
special birthday surprise. We’ll
deliver the filled and decorated
boxes to the CAP Agency Food
Shelf.
Sketchbook/Journal Making
– join local artist Mary Jo and
make your own customized
journal or sketchbook!
Manga Artist Workshop –
Beginners and pros are invited
to polish their skills with manga
artist Erik Lervold. “Erik Lervold
was born some time ago in a
small island in the Caribbean.
Chocolate Tasting Party –
Enjoy samples, activities, and
contests based on chocolate!
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Roundabouts provide safer intersections
Most of the time, when we talk about going in circles, we usually mean we’re
aren’t accomplishing anything. Sometimes, we’ll refer to politicians as talking in
circles when they don’t appear to be taking a definitive stand on a topic. When
young people are in trouble, we’ll say they’re traveling in the wrong circle. With
more and more circular intersections known as “roundabouts” on our Scott County
roadways, a person has to wonder, “Are there benefits to driving in circles?”
A modern roundabout is not a traffic circle or a rotary. It is a one-way, circular intersection without traffic signal equipment in which traffic flows around a
center island. Although they’ve been used successfully all over the world, including Australia, Canada, and the Czech Republic; roundabouts have only recently
been implemented in the United States.
Although roundabouts are not suitable for every intersection, they often have
several advantages over signals and stop signs. A signaled intersection has 32
conflict points whereas a roundabout only has eight conflict points, as the illustrations below demonstrate.

Features of a modern roundabout

Navigating a Roundabout
To navigate properly in a roundabout, a motorist needs to know the difference
between yielding to traffic and pedestrians and merging.
To merge: Vehicles combine, blend, or unite gradually onto the same roadway. You may need to speed up or slow down according to traffic. In this situation, traffic should not stop.
To yield: Slow down or stop, if necessary. Give the right of way to all other
vehicles and pedestrians, and wait until it is safe to proceed.
At a roundabout, you need to yield to other vehicles, not try to merge in with
them. Also, you are required to always stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk.
General Rules for Motorists
• Do not stop in the roundabout, except to avoid a collision.
• Do not overtake other vehicles or bicyclists when in the roundabout.
• Do not enter the roundabout when emergency vehicles are approaching on another leg or are in the roundabout. If inside the roundabout, exit the
roundabout at the first opportunity to exit and pull to the side.

What does this mean? For one thing, roundabouts save lives:
• Up to 90 percent reduction in fatalities,
• A seventy-six percent reduction in injury crashes, and
• A thirty to forty percent reduction in pedestrian crashes.
Because the only movement allowed upon entry or exit from a roundabout is a
right turn, the occurrence of crashes that result in injury is substantially reduced.
Head-on crashes and left-turn-across-oncoming-traffic crashes are all but eliminated. Pedestrians using roundabouts cross a much smaller roadway, have to deal
with traffic from only one direction, and are exposed to traffic traveling at much
slower speeds.
Roundabouts mean slower vehicle speeds (under 30 mph), consequently:
Drivers have more time to judge and react to other cars or pedestrians,
Advantages to older and novice drivers,
Reduces the severity of crashes, and
Keeps pedestrians safer.

•
•
•
•

I know what you’re thinking! If traffic is moving more slowly, doesn’t this
mean more congestion on our roadways? In fact, roundabouts typically carry 30
percent more vehicles than similarly sized signalized intersections during peak
flow times. During off-peak times, roundabouts have minimal delay, while traffic
signals can cause delay to side streets and left-turning traffic from the major street.
Think of the last time you sat at a stop sign for what felt like hours… waiting to
make a left turn onto a busy street. The increased capacity at roundabouts is due
to the continuously flowing nature of yielding only until a small gap is available
versus waiting for a large break in traffic.
Roundabouts also reduce pollution and fuel use, as well as “calming” traffic
and creating a more aesthetic landscaping for communities. Although it may sound
odd when you think about it, wouldn’t you rather look at a center island with
flowering bushes and groomed lawn rather than a concrete intersection and skid
marks?
Lastly, roundabouts save money:
No signal equipment to install and repair,
Savings estimated at an average of $5,000 per year in electricity and maintenance costs, and
• Service life of a roundabout is 25 years versus the 10 year service life of
signal equipment.

•
•

All roundabouts have these features:
• Yield at entry – traffic entering the circle yields to traffic already in the
circle,
• Traffic deflection – pavement markings and raised islands direct traffic
into a one-way counterclockwise flow, and
• Geometric curvature – the radius of the circular road and the angles of
entry can be designed to slow the speed of vehicles.

Going Left or Making a U-Turn
• If there is more than a single lane, you must be in the left lane unless
otherwise marked on the road.
• Yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk and then to traffic in the roundabout.
• Enter the roundabout when there is a safe gap in the traffic.
• Use your left turn signal when going around and stay in the left lane if
there is more than one lane.
• Use your right turn signal and exit the roundabout.
Going Right
• When approaching the roundabout, you must be in the right lane unless
otherwise marked on the road.
• Yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk and then to traffic in the roundabout.
• Enter the roundabout when there is a safe gap in traffic.
• If there is more than one lane, stay in the right lane, use your right turn
signal and exit the roundabout.
Going Straight
When approaching the roundabout, you can be in either lane if there is
more than one lane, unless otherwise marked on the road.
• Yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk and then to traffic in the roundabout.
• Enter the roundabout when there is a gap in traffic.
• Do not change lanes.
• Use your right turn signal and exit the roundabout.

•

Large Trucks/Buses
The roundabout lane is designed to accommodate large vehicles such as
trucks and buses.
• Prepare for your entry into the round about by hugging the left side of the
entry lane.
• Use the specially provided concrete apron for your rear wheels to track
over.
• Continue to hug the left side of the lane as you exit the roundabout.

•

Bicycles
• Bicycles using the street should follow the same rules as motorists. Be
assertive and occupy the middle of the driving lane.
• Bicycles may exit the roadway and use the crosswalk as a pedestrian.
Pedestrians
Always use the crosswalk.
Approach the crosswalk and look to your left for approaching vehicles.
When safe, cross the street to the median island, it provides refuge between lanes.
• Then look to your right for approaching vehicles and cross the remaining
lanes of traffic when safe.
• Never walk inside the roundabout or cross to the center island.

•
•
•

Although modern roundabouts are not a “magic bullet” to cure all existing
problems in intersections, if used appropriately, they can have substantial safety
and traffic operation benefits. Apparently, there are benefits to driving in circles!
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Register to vote now
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Parks and Trails
Continued from Page 1

sources, and not necessarily geographically disbursed.
Don’t wait in line on Election Day; register now
to vote. Pre-registration closes 20 days before each
election. If you have questions or need forms, please
call (952) 496-8560 or stop by the Scott County Government Center. You may also download the form at
www.co.scott.mn.us.
Please return your registration to:
Scott County Elections
200 Fourth Ave West
Shakopee, Minnesota 55379
Voter Registration Information

You are eligible to register and vote if you are:
z a citizen of the United States of America, and
z a resident of Minnesota at least 20 days before
election day, and
z at least 18 years old on Election Day.
If you are currently registered to vote, you do not
need to register again unless you have moved to a different address, changed your name, or have not voted
at least once within the last four years.

Important Election Dates 2008
July 1
July 15
July 17
August 8
August 19
August 26
September
September
September
September

Candidate filings open, including the City of Belle Plaine
Candidate filings close at 5:00 p.m.
Last day for candidates to withdraw
Primary Election absentee ballots available
Voter registration closes for the Primary Election at 5:00 p.m.
Candidate filings open for city offices (Elko New Market, Jordan, New Prague)
6
8
9
9

Open Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
Open until 5:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
Candidate filings close for city offices
Primary Election - Polling locations open
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
September 11 Last day for city candidates to withdraw
October 3
General Election absentee ballots available
October 14
Voter registration closes for the General Election at 5:00 p.m.
November 1 Open Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
November 3 Open until 5:00 p.m. for Absentee Voting
November 4 General Election - Polling locations open
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Election judges sought for this
fall’s elections; apply now
Election judges are responsible for the administration of election procedures in the voting place on
Election Day. Serving as an election judge provides
an opportunity to learn about the election process and
is a great service to our community. If appointed,
you must attend training conducted by Scott County
Elections in August. Appointments are made locally
by the city council or township board.
Required qualifications to be an election judge:
• You must be eligible to vote in Minnesota
• You must be able to read, write, and speak
English
• You cannot be a spouse, parent, child, or sib-

ling of any election judge serving in the same precinct
• You cannot be a candidate or the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of any candidate on the ballot in
that precinct
If you are interested in becoming an election judge,
please complete the form below and mail to:
Scott County Elections
200 4th Ave W
Shakopee MN 55379
For questions or further information please call 952496-8560

Election Judge Application
Name: ___________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________
Cell Phone Number: _______________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________
Party Affiliation: ____________________________________________

Planning for the future
The 2030 Parks and Trails Plan helps guide future acquisition and development of the County’s natural resource-based park system over the next 20 years.
This plan outlines acquisition and development opportunities, operations and management principles, financing sources and strategies, partnership opportunities, and sustainability. In addition, the 2030 Parks
and Trails Plan places equal focus on parks and trails
as important components of a comprehensive system.
Parks
In addition to Cleary Lake, Spring Lake Regional
Park and Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve, the 2030
Parks and Trails Plan identifies two regional parks
and a future park reserve that will serve current and
future residents:
z Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park, in Cedar
Lake Township: This park (currently undeveloped)
was created with the first acquisition of land in 2005.
The County owns 450 acres of what could be a 900
acre park. The land consists of significant woodlands,
wetlands, and rolling hills.
z Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, in Helena
Township: Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park was created in 2007 with the acquisition of approximately 230
acres. The former day resort “Fun on the Farm” is a
focal point for this park. It is anticipated that this park
will provide significant recreation opportunities when
developed and open to the public in the future.
z Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve, Blakeley Township: This future park reserve would follow the Minnesota River Bluffs from Blakeley south to the County
line. Estimated to be 2,000 acres, it would forever protect some of the most important natural resources and
habitat in the county and provide access to spectacular
bluff views and recreational activities.
Trails
The 2030 Parks and Trails Plan refocuses on the
importance of trails as part of the overall system. The
plan identifies two primary trail categories:
z Regional Trails: Regional trails are identified
as destination trails or connections between regional
facilities. These trails
are typically not associated with roadways.
The 2030 Parks and
Trails Plan identifies
several regional trails
that make important
connections to regional parks, the Minnesota River, cities,
and other destinations.
z Transportation Trails: Part of the County’s
transportation system, transportation trails are typically
found adjacent to roads. The transportation chapter of
the 2030 Comprehensive Plan identifies two new policies that will help guide future trail development:
z Provide paved shoulders or separated trails as
a regular component of highway improvements on both
sides of the highway where possible in the urban area,
and on targeted County roads in the rural area.
z Provide paved shoulders to serve bicycle and
pedestrian modes on rural road projects.
Recreation Services
The 2030 Parks and Trails Plan reinforces the role
of the County in providing natural resource-based outdoor recreation opportunities such as bird-watching,
hiking, nature interpretation, picnicking, and fishing.
Interim Opportunities
Over the next year, the County will examine a combination of interim operations and partial development
opportunities to provide public park services. A big
part of this will include exploring partnerships with
both private and public entities.
For more information, visit the “2030 Comp Plan”
section of the County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Governor, Legislature act on veterans issues
On Friday, March 7, Governor Tim Pawlenty signed into law the Omnibus
Technical Corrections Tax Bill. This bill had two provision of significant interest
to veterans.
First, the bill provides full or partial valuation property tax exclusion for
homesteads of disabled veterans with a disability rating of 70 percent or greater, as
determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. This new benefit consists of two tiers:
z $150,000 market value exclusion, for a veteran with a service-connected
disability rated at 70 percent to 100 percent; or
z $300,000 market value exclusion, for a veteran with a service-connected
disability rated as being total and permanent.
Upon the death of a veteran qualifying for the exclusion because of a total and
permanent disability, the market value exclusion carries over to the person’s spouse,
if the spouse co-owns or inherits the home and permanently resides in the home.
For an agricultural homestead, the market value exclusion applies to only the house,
garage and surrounding one acre of land.
This is effective for assessment year 2008, taxes payable in 2009, and thereafter. The property owner must apply to the assessor each year, unless the veteran’s
disability is rated permanent and total. All applications must be submitted prior to
July 1 for each assessment year. Every veteran must apply in order to qualify.
The VA regional office will be sending out a letter that you can use as proof of
your disability. You will need to submit that letter along with form CR-DVHE 70
(for veterans who are 70 to 100 percent, not permanent) or CR-DVHE 100 (for
veterans who are totally and permanently disabled) to the county assessor to receive the homestead tax exclusion.
Vietnam Veterans Day — Both branches of the state legislature approved the
bill and on March 27, 2008, Governor Pawlenty signed a new law designating
March 29 as “Vietnam Veterans Day.” March 29, 2008 was the first observed
Vietnam Veterans Day.
Korean War Veterans Day — A bill which designates July 27 as “Korean
War Veterans Day” passed the Senate and the House and was signed into law by
the Governor. This date signifies the signing of the armistice in 1953.
Targeted income tax relief --Included in the tax bill which passed the last day
of the 2008 Legislative Session is a provision which will provide income tax relief
for approximately 15,000 retired or disabled military veterans. The package includes a new tax credit of up to $750 per person annually for those who served
more than 20 years or were disabled in service, a doubling of the existing overseas
deployment tax credit to $120 per month deployed, and an exemption from state
income taxes for drills and similar activity.
Time off for families -- The Omnibus Agriculture and Veterans Policy bill
requires employers to provide up to a week of unpaid leave to allow soldiers’
family members to take time off for military events.
Education benefits -- Expanded educational benefits are included in recently
passed new state laws, including a provision which changes the definition of resident student for purposes of determining eligibility for state financial aid for higher
education to include a spouse or dependent of a Minnesota veteran
Other provisions -- Veterans license plates for motorcycles and legal protections against civil claims for businesses owned by reservists who are called up are
permitted under laws passed in the 2008 Legislative Session. A transfer of land at
Jay Cooke State Park near Duluth could also provide for a proposed new state
veterans’ cemetery.
If you have any questions regarding any veterans benefits, please call our office at (952) 496-8176.

June is Dairy Month -- a perfect
time to recognize and appreciate
Scott County dairy farmers.
They are....
Dedicated -- cows need care around the clock, and healthy cows mean
wholesome milk.
Responsible -- they produce food for your family as well as their own.
Neighbors -- their business relies on good stewardship of the land.
The Future -- They are a family business vital to Scott County’s -- and
Minnesota’s -- economy.
Visit the website www.dairyfarmingtoday.org, and receive a virtual
tour of life on the farm. Video footage guides viewers through each aspect of a dairy, including cows giving birth and environmental practices
that help grow healthy crops for cows to enjoy.
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Cops will help kids catch
catfish at annual contest
What do cops, kids, and catfish have
in common? One fun-filled day on the
Minnesota River!
Youth 12 to 16 years of age who live
or attend school in Scott County are invited to go catfishing on the Minnesota
River with a public safety professional.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office
is holding its Eighth Annual Youth Cat
fishing Tournament on Monday, August
4. The event will start at 7 a.m. and end
with an awards ceremony at approximately 4 p.m. The event will be “staged”
at the Scott County Fairgrounds, but
most of the day will be spent on the Minnesota River trying to catch one of the
biggest fish in North America!
Top prizes will be awarded, and all
participants will receive a prize. Fishing gear and other supplies for the day
will be supplied -- all free! Watch your

local newspapers and the Scott County
website near the end of June for more
information about the tournament. See
you on the River!

Celebrate National Night Out
On Tuesday, August 5th, from 6 –
10 p.m., people across the nation will
lock their doors, turn on outside lights,
and spend the evening outside with their
neighbors. To celebrate National Night
Out, many neighborhoods host special
events such as block parties, cookouts,
and visits from local public safety agencies. National Night Out is designed to:

• Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness,
• Generate support for and participation in local anti-crime programs,
and
• Strengthen neighborhood spirit
and police/community partnerships.
The benefits your neighborhood will
derive from National Night Out will
extend well beyond the night. For more
information or to register an event, call

your local police agency or the Scott
County Sheriff’s Office at (952) 4968722.
Let’s send criminals a message that
our neighborhoods are organized — and
we’re fighting back against crime!

Tips will help reduce water
usage during summer
Much of our region has experienced
drought conditions during parts of the
last two summers. In addition to the
relatively common “odd/even” restrictions that are used to reduce water usage peaks, a few communities in the
Twin Cities have begun to enforce outdoor watering bans in an effort to assure adequate water supplies to meet all
potential regular and emergency demands. Although it is still too soon to
tell if this year will have the same hot,
dry weather as the last two years, it is a
good idea to implement water conservation practices around your home
whenever possible.
In an average year, the Twin Cities
metropolitan area uses about 20 percent
of its treated drinking water for outdoor
purposes – such as lawn and garden
watering and car washing. During dry

years, that figure can climb to well over
30 percent. However, this amount could
be reduced significantly through a few
simple water conservation steps. Here
are some tips to reduce your outdoor
water use this summer:
z Convert part or all of your lawn
to native landscapes;
z Water your lawn and garden
early in the morning, rather than during
the heat of the day;
z Clean your sidewalks and driveway with a broom instead of a hose;
z Collect rainwater in a rain barrel for watering both house and yard
plants;
z Cut your grass no shorter than
two inches, to reduce evaporation and
promote deep root growth; and
z Use shut-off nozzles on your
garden hose when washing your car.
Additional ideas and resources can
be found in the Metropolitan Council
Conservation
Tool
Box
at
www.metrocouncil.org/environment/
WaterSupply/conservationtoolbox
_residential.htm
For more information on water conservation programs and practices, contact Sara Bertelsen with the Met Council at (651) 602-1035 or by e-mail at
sara.bertelsen@metc.state.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Reunions -- Mining family history
Excerpts from Research Library articles by Betty
Dols, printed in the Scott County Historical Society
newsletter
Summer is here – the season when many families
begin to schedule their family reunions. When you
are making preparations for the big day, plan to gather
family history by preparing a three-ring binder with
an ancestor chart (download a chart from the Scott
County Historical Society website, www.scottcounty
history.org) along with the potato salad and hot dogs.
Start with yourself, your parents, grandparents, greatgrandparents… include dates and places of events.
Bring several copies to pass around at the reunion and
ask family members to add to or correct your information.
Everyone has great family photos – most likely
the older ones with unidentified people. Now is the
time to make copies of those photos and add them to
your three ring binder. Some of your relatives may
have the same photos and theirs may be identified.
Bring attention to the ancestor chart and photo
binder. Take a large sheet of poster-board and create
an outline of the main branches of the family tree. Be
sure to place it prominently (on a tree or post) to draw
attention to the location of your three-ring binder.
Another fun idea is to provide a blank notebook where
relatives can jot down family stories to share.
Some families use the parish festivals of their
“home” church to schedule their reunions. If an immigrant couple arrived in Minnesota in the 1850s or 60s,
it is possible for them to have literally thousands of
descendants. In some of the close-knit communities
of Scott County, many families have annual reunions.
In 1980, the Schoenecker family had a reunion
and over 1,000 descendants came. The Lenzmeier clan
had a reunion in 1983 for over 300. Also in 1983, the
Klehr families counted 1,834 descendants of their
immigrant ancestors — and over 1,000 of them attended the reunion. In 1979, the Wermerskirchens
had a reunion in Jordan and 900 came. Members of
the Lenz family estimated 600 came to their reunion
in 2001.
These are just a few ideas that come to mind, but
the point is these reunions are a wonderful opportunity to connect with various branches of the family,
and to fill in blanks and update information on births,
deaths, marriages, et cetera.
After the reunion, with your ancestor charts filled
in with new information and photos identified, you
can dig deeper and hopefully fill in more blanks using
federal and state Census information. The Census has
always been a valuable tool for anyone doing genealogical or family history research. Although the various Census schedules contain valuable clues, it was
once drudgery to track a family through the schedules. But the advent of the computer has changed that,
making it possible to search the federal census schedules and many of the state schedules from the privacy
of one’s own home or most public libraries. It is important to be aware of the information contained in

Show off your American dream at the Scott County Historical Society’s genealogical research library.
Family photo, circa 1915.

the schedules.
The first federal Census was taken in 1879 in the
eastern states, and was taken every ten years thereafter. The early information on individuals was limited,
but the family information was quite good… and got
better as the years went by. For anyone with colonial
ancestry, these schedules have been studied and information extracted has often been published.
The first Census available for Scott County is the
1850 Territorial Census, listing a very limited population. In 1857, there was a special federal Census in the
Minnesota Territory to ascertain if there was sufficient
population for statehood. It was very thorough, listing
the dwelling number; the number of people in the family; and the age, sex, occupation, birthplace of every
individual, including educational information and citizenship status. Often, one can follow a family’s journey from the east coast by the births of the children in
the various states along their way. It supplies the birth
order and ages of the children so family group charts
can be set up.
In addition to the decennial federal schedules, there
are Minnesota state Census schedules taken in 1865,
1875, 1885, 1895, and 1905, making it possible to

view a family unit every five years. In the 1870 Census, for the first time persons of foreign birth were
asked for the state they were born, in addition to the
country. Before that year, immigrants often said Germany or Norway or whatever country they came from.
When they gave the German state of Bavaria or
Pommerania, it narrowed the search area considerably.
Also in 1870, relationship to the head of household is
given for members of the household other than children.
In the 1900 Census, one of the questions was year
of immigration. This date is more apt to be remembered accurately by the individual who immigrated than
by the children or grandchildren giving the information years later in an obituary. In the 1900 Census, the
month and year of birth in addition to age was asked
of each member of the household as well.
The 1920 and 1930 Censuses continued to add
questions that provided additional clues. Census schedules are not released for 72 years, so the latest schedules available to us are 1930. The 1940 Census is scheduled to be released in 2012. The research library at the
Scott County Historical Society has all of the census
schedules for Scott County on microfilm.

Upcoming events at the Scott County Historical Society
Seed Art (MN 150th Activity): June 1013. Creatively decorate the State of
Minnesota with seeds! Hands-on
children’s seed art activity presented at
Scott County Libraries – check your
local library for date and time.
Scott County Fair: July 23 – 27. Take
the “History Challenge” to identify
objects from the SCHS collection,
located in the Education building.
Scott County Fair: July 23 – 27. View
the Main Street to Statehood exhibit at
the Scott County booth, and at the
SCHS booth.
History Day at Canterbury Park:
June 29. Experience a fun family
carnival and enter in a “cuddle” quilt
raffle at a special History Day at
Canterbury Downs. Proceeds benefit
the Minnesota River Valley History
Round Table.

Strait House Picnic Party (MN 150th
Activity): July 12, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Tour the historic Strait house, take part
in DNR naturalist led nature walks,
enjoy a “Coming to Scott County”
puppet show, and more. (Requires
state park admission fee.)
Ice Cream Social:
August 2. Nothing
tastes better in the
dog days of summer
than a cool ice cream
cone or a frothy root
beer float. Stop by
the SCHS booth in
Huber Park during Shakopee’s Derby
Days for your treat! Proceeds benefit
the Scott County Historical Society.
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets in the historic Stans House the
third Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m.

Movie in the Park in Shakopee:
Throughout the summer enjoy family
movies at Huber Park in Shakopee,
courtesy of Shakopee Park &
Recreation. The Scott County
Historical Society is selling soda and
chips at the movies as a fundraiser for
the Society. Movie dates: June 7, June
28, July 26, August 30, September 29.
Scott County Crazy Quilters –
Knitters Welcome Too! – meets the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical
Society. Fees may be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378 or
e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.

Scott County
Historical
Society/Stans
Museum
235 Fuller Street, Shakopee
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Thursday
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.; and Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Closed Sundays,
Mondays and major holidays.
General Admission: Free for
SCHS members, $4 adults, $2
students, children under 5 free.
Call (952) 445-0378 for more
information
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2008 Scott County Highway Construction Projects
Preservation*
1. County Highway (CH) 6 in Blakeley Township —
Replace bridge
2. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
3. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
4. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
5. CH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace bridge
6. CH 8 in Helena Township — Replace bridge
7. CH 23 in Cedar Lake Township—Replace bridge
8. CH 56 in Cedar Lake Township—Replace bridge
9. CR 66 in St. Lawrence Township – Replace bridge
10. CH 101 from Bridge #5944 to west of CH 83—
Replace bridge and overlay
11. CH 101 at railroad crossing – Reconstruct crossing
*1-9 are subject to availability of state bridge bonding
funds.
Management
12. CH 2 from 1000 feet west of Idaho to Church Street
– Reconstruct two and three lane segments
13. CH 16 at CH 79 – Install traffic signal
14. CR 66 at CR 61—Install trails
15. CH 77 from Vierling to 1/8 mile south of 17th Avenue
– Install trails
Studies
16. CH 9 at Trunk Highway (TH) 169/TH 282—
Geometric layout for right of way preservation
17. CH 10 at CR 66 – Corridor study
18. CH 2 and CH 86 at I-35—Geometric layout for right
of way preservation

The highway construction season is well underway. Motorists are reminded to drive safely through
highway construction areas. Fines are double for speeding in construction zones.

Poster contest focuses on nutrition, exercise
Students in the Prior Lake-Savage
and Shakopee area school districts demonstrated their creativity, love of athletics, and appreciation for nutritious foods
in a recent drawing contest sponsored
by Scott County Public Health. The
theme of this year’s contest was healthy
nutrition and exercise. “A healthy diet
and exercise are really important for our
kids,” said Merrilee Brown, Scott
County Public Health Nursing Director.
“This drawing contest is a fun way to
get kids thinking about how to stay
healthy and fit.”
The students used a variety of approaches for the posters they created.
Some displayed their knowledge of the
food pyramid; others showed off their

outstanding artistic skills; still others
demonstrated their sense of humor.
Many of the posters depicted the students’ love for sports and physical activity.
The drawing contest was judged by
the Scott County Public Health Department. There were prizes given for first,
second, and third place in every grade
kindergarten through fifth. There were
also “Commissioner’s Choice Awards”
given to those selected by our Scott
County Commissioners and the Scott
County Administrator. These are the
winners from the 2008 Healthy Weight
Drawing Contest:
Kindergarten:
1st place – Will Gilbert

1st Grade: 1st place – Ellen Rausch; 2nd
place – Daniel Grinberg; 3rd place –
Reagan Dahl
2nd Grade: 1st place – Alisa Robbins;
2nd place- Carlee Savoie; 3rd placeLuke Weherell
3rd Grade: 1st place – Nicole Tiritilli

4th Grade: 1st place – Michaela
Douglas; 2nd place – Jose Luis Lopez ;
3rd place – Terrance Gavic
5th Grade: 1st place – Anusha
Dhamera; 2nd place – Dmitriy Pankov;
Three-way tie for 3rd place – Anna
Huy, Theresa Phung, Dannick
Boyogueno.

Alisa Robbins of Five Hawks Elementary in Prior Lake took first place in the
second grade competition.

Anusha Dhamena of Eagle Creek Elementary was first among fifth graders.

