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The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Workshops
focus on
managing
County’s
future growth
While not everyone agrees about what Scott
County should look like in the year 2030, there does
seem to be consensus that major challenges are in store
for one of the fastest growing counties in the midwest.
Scott County is projected to reach 221,000 residents by 2030, essentially doubling the current population. This expected growth spurt would be unprecedented in the County’s history. “It took 150 years for
the County to reach its current population,” Planning
Manager Gary Berg told participants at a recent workshop, “and it is expected to only take the next 25 years
to double this population. This growth will have a
remarkable impact on the look and feel of the County.”
Recently, 260 citizens discussed the challenges and
opportunities associated with this projected growth.
They were asked to help “paint a picture” for the future of Scott County at a series of workshops. These
workshops are a part of the County’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update process.
Each workshop included a series of topics and
questions that gauged participant reaction to different
values and ideas. Questions ran the gamut from how
to best plan for an aging population to prioritizing values residents place on open space, rural development
options, and transportation investment priorities.
In response to these questions, participants identified and prioritized many of the challenges associated
with rapid growth: Traffic and congestion, rising crime,
increasing taxes, water quality, and diminishing access
to natural areas. But they also identified some opportunities if this growth is managed carefully: Better jobs,
protected open space, improved roads and transportation systems, and more trails.
This feedback is important to the planning process. “I believe the staff was able to gain valuable
insights about the strongly held views that exist within
different areas of the County,” said the County’s visioning facilitator Craig Rapp. “The [workshops] also
expanded the understanding that there are some value
conflicts that will have to be addressed as the process
moves forward,” Rapp added.
WORKSHOPS to Page 2

Summertime fun!
Scott County residents can enjoy
numerous attractions and events this
summer. From the community festivals in
each city, to church festivals, Valleyfair,
Historic Murphy’s Landing, parks and
campgrounds, the Scott County Fair, and
the Threshers Festival, there is an endless
supply of summertime entertainment
available! The Scott County libraries are
also featuring events and a summer reading
program, the Scott County Historical
Society will host a national exhibit and
events, and the 4-H program has camps and
activities planned. The inside pages of this
issue of the SCENE feature information and
dates on all of these activities. Check it out
and fill up your summer calendar with
activities right here in Scott County. At
right, a musician performs at the 2005 Scott
County Fair, and above, two girls in 1800s
attire enjoy a day at Historic Murphy’s
Landing.
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

SCALE marches on…
During the winter of 2002/2003, a group of local officials in Scott County got
together to talk about a better way of doing the people’s business. All of the
participants — from mayors, councilmembers, and County Commissioners to appointed staff — convened to share common concerns about decreasing state and
federal assistance, increasing demand for public services, and pressures from growth
and development. We quickly noted that that a common theme emerged: Doing
business together was far preferable to a “go it alone” strategy. What ultimately
emerged from these preliminary discussions was a formal organization, hence named
“the Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency.” (Quite a mouthful,
indeed. Thus it is more commonly referred to in acronym… SCALE.) The
organization’s mission is simple: By working together — sharing resources, enhancing communication, sharing information, and ultimately saving taxpayer dollars — we can build leadership in public service.
Now entering its fourth full year, SCALE is alive and thriving, with more
members and a new set of goals and expectations for the year ahead. Added to the
original list of the eight cities and the County, member partners now include all
school districts in Scott County, representatives from the townships, and the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. Our state House and Senate elected
officials are also considered members and frequently attend and participate in
SCALE. This expanded membership allows for much broader discussions and
creates far more new and creative opportunities in maximizing our partnerships.
Each March, new leaders are elected. For the first time in SCALE’s brief history, a non-city/non-county member is leading SCALE. Credit River Township
Clerk Jerry Maas was recently elected as the Chair. Each new Chair’s first priority is to adopt goals for the months ahead; thus, in April, SCALE adopted a new set
of expanded and exciting goals. Objectives for the year ahead are segmented into
eight categories: Communication; Higher Education and Vocational Training; Transportation; Transit; Crisis Education and Awareness; Joint Regional Training Facility; Strategic Regional and State Influence; and Governance. Space does not allow
me to highlight all the specific goals, however I will highlight and reflect upon a
few of them.
Transportation continues to be our number one public policy priority. As
such, SCALE has endorsed a study of our city and County highway priorities, with
a specific focus on developing a unified strategy that builds support for promoting
and funding our projects with non-local dollars. Included within this work is an
exploration of building business and community coalitions to help us become more
successful.
SCALE is interested in advocating and advancing greater post high school
educational opportunities for our citizens. To that end, we will assess what is
currently provided, and determine what opportunities may be available. Included
in this will be conversations with area vocational and technical schools as well as
four-year public and private institutions.
There has been considerable media coverage about the avian flu, pandemic
flu, and natural disaster planning and preparedness. Clearly, these issues are as
significant and consequential to local governments as they are to our state and
federal counterparts. As such, SCALE’s local officials need to become more knowledgeable about the plans in place and what roles and responsibilities we have. To
that end, discussions will take place throughout the year on topics such as managing local disasters, planning for pandemic flu outbreak, and cooperative planning
and preparation for disaster preparedness.
The most aggressive and public project pursued by SCALE to date has been
the Joint Regional Training Facility (to be located on the site of the old Jail
Annex in Sand Creek Township near Jordan). Thanks to the tireless efforts of our
legislators, the state will provide much-needed support for this regional facility.
For their part, SCALE members have been assessing their levels of financial support, and working on a capital and operational plan. Advanced, integrated, and
comprehensive training for our emergency personnel, public safety, public health,
and public works professionals is absolutely vital, now more than ever before. If
we can do this locally and with new features, our citizens and communities will be
direct beneficiaries.
Over the course of the past three years, SCALE has amassed regional and state
accolades no one anticipated, up to and including its designation as a “model” for
all local governments to consider adopting. Frequent guests from cities and counties throughout the area attend our once per month meeting to find out more about
SCALE, how it operates, and what makes it successful.
However, in the end, SCALE’s success will not be judged by awards, recognition, or publicity. It will — and should -- be judged by whether or not it has
accomplished its mission… e.g., have we saved tax dollars by sharing services and
information? Have we advanced local projects and activities at the regional, state,
and federal level by working together? Have we served the citizens better through
open communication? We know that it is less about who provides the service than
how – and how well — it gets done; it is our intention… actually, it is our responsibility… to make certain that we translate this into demonstrable action.

County Board meetings through August
County Board meeting
County Board meeting; Board of Equalization meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

—
—
—
—

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

—
—
—
—

no meeting; happy Independence Day!
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board satellite visit
County Board meeting

August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

—
—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting; County Board workshop

The Scott County Board meetings begin at 9 a.m. at the Government Center in
Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates
and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of the Board meeting in VHS or DVD
format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there
will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board
Brief” summaries are available on the County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or
by calling Recording Secretary Tracy Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Tracy Cervenka at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Community Health Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). A subcommittee
of the Human Services Resource Council, this Committee helps with planning and
community integration of public health services, and makes policy and budget
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets four
times per year.
New Options Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are two vacancies on this Committee representing the business community. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents
the individuals served by the program, the employers, applicable professions, and
the community at large. The Committee meets four times per year on Monday
evenings.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy in District 1) The Committee, which partners with the University of Minnesota to provide local services, meets five times
per year. Members serve three year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms.

Workshops

From Page 1

Based on written evaluations, many
participants liked the format of the workshops in which participants were able to
“vote” on certain issues using a remote
control device. “What a great way to
maximize audience input and confidentially in a way that respects everyone’s
time,” remarked one participant.
Others provided feedback on ways
the workshops could have been improved. “More discussion and clarification of key points and issues related
to specific questions should have occurred,” wrote another participant. Some
participants wanted to see small group
exercises for more interaction and indepth discussion. Participants also expressed interest in discussing more economic development issues as they relate
to Scott County’s future.
The County will next combine the
workshop results, along with results
from the recent 2006 Residents’ Survey,

and formulate the draft 2030 vision. A
steering committee member explained
the importance of this next step: “The
County needs to clearly articulate its vision for the future. This will provide
two benefits. First, it will create a foundation for decision-making. Second, it
will give residents something specific to
react to as the County tries to reconcile
the most difficult issues,” he said.
The County will conduct a public
Open House later this summer to communicate the results of the visioning process, and present draft vision statements
and supporting images for Scott
County’s future. Residents will have an
opportunity to evaluate the draft 2030
vision at this event and provide important feedback and reaction.
For future opportunities to provide
input on the Plan Update, please contact Gary Berg, Planning Manager, at
(952) 496-8651.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator,
at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have
questions you would like answered or a suggestion for a
future topic. All questions will be promptly answered.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Summer means yard work
and managing yard waste

The Ken and Linda Glisczinski family have been named Scott County’s Farm
Family of the Year by the University Extension Service. All members of the
family -- including children Elizabeth, Scott, and Sara -- help with chores
and field work on their dairy farm near New Prague.

Glisczinskis named
Scott County’s Farm
Family of the Year
The University of Minnesota Extension Service in Scott County recently
announced that the Ken and Linda
Glisczinski family, who own and operate a dairy farm in the New Prague area,
was selected as the 2006 Scott County
Farm Family of the Year. They currently
milk 130 head of Holsteins with a total
of approximately 320 head on the farm.
The Glisczinskis raise all of their own
crops on the 300 acres that they own and
rent, including corn for grain and silage,
soybeans, alfalfa, and oats.
Ken and Linda started the farm from
scratch in 1982-83. Most recently, they
built a compost barn for the cows. The
barn has “drive-by” feeding to help reduce the labor needed for feeding cows.
They also have built a 16-cow step-up
parlor with an eight-unit swing milking
system.
The entire Glisczinski family is very
active in their community. All of the

Glisczinski children – all either current
or past 4-H members — have graduated
from or are attending New Prague High
School. Scott, 19, works on and off the
farm. Elizabeth, 17, is involved with
the 4-H Shooting Sports program, and
will be attending the National Invitational in June. Sara, 12, is involved with
Scott County DHIA dairy promotion
activities as a Dairy Maid. Even with
all of these activities, the kids make it a
priority to help on the farm. They help
feed, water, and clean the livestock as
well as mix feed and milk cows. The
Glisczinski family also works together
to harvest their crops throughout the
year.
The family is also involved with
their church, St. John’s at Union Hill.
Congratulations to Ken, Linda and
their family for continuing to show the
value and importance of agriculture in
our community!

CAP Agency celebrates 40
years of community service
The goal of CAP Agencies (Community Action Agencies) across the
country is to “change people’s lives, embody the spirit of hope, improve communities, and make America a better
place to live. We care about the entire
community, and we are dedicated to
helping people help themselves and each
other.
The CAP Agency was organized in
1965 as part of President Lyndon
Johnson’s “War On Poverty” effort.
Founded as the Scott-Carver Economic
Council, it provided co-op farming programs, Head Start, and Senior Citizen
Centers for residents in Scott and Carver
counties. In 1985, the Agency expanded
its service to include Dakota County, and
adopted its current name.
“The Agency certainly has evolved
since its creation. The growth and diversity of our services reflects the needs
of families and individuals in all the
communities we serve,” said Mary
Sullivan, the agency’s Executive Direc-

tor. Today, the CAP Agency provides
more than 20 programs to help reduce
poverty. Children, families, and senior
citizens participate in many of the CAP
Agency’s programs including Head
Start, WIC, Meals on Wheels, Crisis
Nursery, Energy Assistance Program,
Ways to Work, Senior Dining, Transitional Housing, and the Food Shelf.
Most people agree that it is unacceptable for a single mother’s cupboards
to be bare, a family to sleep in their car,
or for a child to not visit the doctor for
regular checkups.
“Our programs and services help
promote and sustain social and economic
self-reliance for the residents of Scott,
Carver and Dakota Counties,” said
Sullivan. “We believe we have had a
tremendous impact on many lives, and
look forward to continuing to meet the
needs of our communities. Every year,
we provide service to approximately
28,000 residents in the tri-county area.”

After a long winter spent dreaming
and planning for summer, we are now
finally able to spend time working and
playing in our yards. This summer, our
evenings and weekends might be consumed by digging, planting, moving, and
removing as we continue our quest for
the “perfect yard.” As you rake, mow,
plant, and pull weeds, you may find
yourself with ever-growing piles of yard
waste – and wondering how you can get
rid of it. State Statute 115A.931 prohibits the mixing of any yard waste with
your regular trash. As you are cleaning
your yard this summer, please remember to comply with this regulation. The
following items are considered to be
yard waste, so they can not be placed
with your regular household trash:
• Leaves
• Grass clippings
• Weeds
• Garden waste
• Tree trimmings
• Twigs and branches
Many local garbage haulers offer
curbside collection of your yard waste
for a small additional fee. Or, if you
wish, you can manage your own yard

NRG
NRG
NRG

waste through a simple process known
as composting.
Start a compost bin: Most yard
waste can be composted in a simple
backyard compost bin. Throughout the
year, you can continue to add grass clippings, leaves, weeds, and small twigs,
as well as vegetable scraps, egg shells,
coffee grounds and fruit peels from the
kitchen. Simply add water to the compost from time to time (not too much
water – just enough to keep the mix
damp), and turn (flip or stir) the
composting material on a regular basis
to supply oxygen to the inner portion of
the pile. The heat of the compost reaction should destroy any weed seeds that
are placed into the mix. A properly operated compost bin will not create any
odor complaints, but it will provide you
with a supply of rich dark humus for
your garden or flower beds! Take care
to avoid placing plant material with pesticide residue into your compost bin, as
the chemicals can poison the compost
process.
If you are unable to compost all of
your own yard waste, you can also bring
your materials to one of several area facilities for proper management:

TREE AND YARD WASTE COMPOSTING
14800 Highway 169, Shakopee
(952) 445-2139
1030 West Cliff Rd, Burnsville
(952) 736-1915
17750 Pilot Knob Rd, Lakeville
(952) 460-8332
WOOD (TREATED LUMBER)

Burnsville Landfill, 2650 Cliff Road, Burnsville (952) 894-4807
WOOD (UNTREATED)

Board Lumber
Chipped and used for animal
bedding or burned for energy

Wood Pallets - Pallets are
refurbished, or scraps are
chipped & dyed for landscaping,
used for animal bedding, or
burned for energy

NRG
Shakopee (952) 445-2139
Duham Brothers Wood
Recycling
Lakeville (952) 469-2427

NRG
Shakopee (952) 445-2139
Duham Brothers Wood
Recycling
Lakeville (952) 469-2427

SKB Environmental Inc
Inver Grove Heights (651) 4509022

Pallets Unlimited
Minneapolis (612) 331-7123
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

The “Bird Flu” –
Should you be scared?
Public Health has had an additional focus since 2001 that affects all residents
of Scott County. What began as bioterrorism planning has evolved into Public
Health Emergency Preparedness to address emerging public health issues. One of
the more recent and concerning events is the possible escalation of the avian influenza. Scott County Public Health has several staff dedicated to the planning efforts
to prepare our community for a potential outbreak. These planning efforts are in
conjunction with many of our community and jurisdictional partners.
Avian influenza (AI) — a.k.a., the “bird flu” — is a disease caused by a virus
that infects domestic poultry and wild birds (geese, ducks, and shorebirds). Each
year, there is a bird flu season just as there is for humans and, as with people, some
forms of the flu are worse than others.
The strain of the bird flu causing such concern – the H5N1 strain – has been
found in an increasing number of countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa. Currently, H5N1 avian influenza is not present in the United States; however, it is
likely that this highly pathogenic strain will spread to this country (through wild
bird migration, illegal smuggling of birds or poultry products, travel by infected
people or people traveling with virus-contaminated articles from other regions).
Thus, the U.S. Government is taking steps to prepare for and minimize the potential impact of this particularly nasty bird flu.
Historically, highly pathogenic strains of avian influenza have been detected
in domestic poultry populations three times in the United States: in 1924, 1983,
and 2004. There have been no occurrences of highly pathogenic avian influenza in
wild birds in the United States, and no significant human illness resulted from any
of these outbreaks.
What if somebody does find an infected bird… in North America, the U.S., in
the Upper Midwest, or here in Minnesota? Does that mean we’re having a “pandemic”?
♦ No. The H5N1 bird flu strain is still almost entirely a disease of birds.
Right now, this is still a “bird pandemic” – not a human pandemic.
♦ In rare cases, the H5N1 virus has caused human illness – but only in people
who have had extensive, close contact with infected domestic poultry or their droppings. As of March 10, only 176 human cases of this illness had been reported
worldwide over the last three years.
♦ No one has been infected through contact with wild birds or other people.
♦ Unless the H5N1 bird flu virus changes dramatically (so it can be passed
easily from person to person), we are unlikely to see widespread human disease.
Does that mean we don’t need to be concerned about a flu pandemic?
Public health officials remain concerned about the possibility of a future
pandemic. We need to be prepared for that possibility.
♦ Three worldwide pandemics have occurred in the last century, and scientists do believe that another pandemic will occur some day.
♦ If the H5N1 bird flu strain changes (so it can be passed easily from person
to person), it could end up causing a pandemic… this may or may not happen.
♦ A pandemic could also be caused by a completely different flu virus – one
that we haven’t seen yet.
♦ Public health officials at all levels of government are watching closely for
changes in the H5N1 bird flu virus, and any other potential pandemic threats.
♦ Having a household emergency stockpile of food and water is a good idea
in a generalized sense – useful if there’s a sustained power outage or a 100-year
blizzard, not just if there’s a pandemic outbreak and social distancing orders are
imposed. For planning guidelines for your family go to www.birdflu.state.mn.us
♦

Do you want us to report it if we see sick or dead wild birds, the way you
did with West Nile Virus?
♦ Neither the Minnesota Department of Health nor the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources will be testing wild birds or dead birds.
♦ MDH did test dead birds for West Nile Virus, but that was done to track
the presence of the virus in mosquitoes. This isn’t an issue with H5N1 bird flu.
♦ Wild birds can carry the H5N1 bird flu virus, but it usually doesn’t make
them sick. If you find a dead bird, it’s unlikely that it died from H5N1 bird flu.
♦ If you find a dead bird, simply put it in a plastic bag and put it in the
garbage – and then wash your hands thoroughly.
Should consumers be concerned about buying and eating chickens or turkeys? What can they do to protect themselves?
♦ Commercial poultry is monitored carefully for illness – including different strains of bird flu – by state and federal authorities.
♦ In Minnesota, chickens and turkeys are monitored for disease by the state
Department of Agriculture and the Board of Animal Health.
♦ Even if the H5N1 bird flu virus is present in poultry, it is extremely unlikely that you would ever be infected by handling, cooking, or consuming it.
♦ Normal precautions for handling and cooking poultry should make it safe
to prepare and eat. These precautions include…
♦ Cleaning all utensils and food preparation services thoroughly after working with raw poultry.
♦ Washing your hands thoroughly after handling raw poultry.
♦ Cooking poultry thoroughly – to an internal temperature of 165 degrees or
higher – before eating it.
♦ These precautions should be followed anyway, to prevent routine food-

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Filing opens in July for
SWCD supervisor positions
Minnesota citizens interested in influencing natural resource issues at the
local level are encouraged to run for
Supervisor of their local Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD). SWCD
Supervisor positions are filled through
general elections November 7, 2006.
The filing period is open from July 5
through July 18, 2006.
Interested citizens should file a Minnesota Affidavit of Candidacy (available
from the County Auditor), along with a
$20 filing fee. All candidates for state
and local offices must state on the Affidavit of Candidacy that they are eligible
voters, will be at least 21 years of age
when assuming office, and will have
been residents of their nominating district for at least 30 days before the general election. Supervisor candidates must
live in and file from a nominating district. Candidates are elected at-large on
the ballot, except for one conservation
district in the Twin Cities.
SWCD supervisor terms are staggered, and there are two positions that
are up for re-election this year. One of
the positions includes District 4, currently held by James Fitzsimmons,
which represents portions of the cities

of Shakopee, Savage, Prior Lake, and
Spring Lake Township. The other position is District 5, currently held by James
Schwingler, which represents portions of
the cities Jordan, Shakopee, Jackson
Township, Sand Creek Township, St.
Lawrence Township and Louisville
Township.
SWCDs are local units of government that manage and direct natural resource management programs at the local level. Minnesota’s 91 SWCDs cover
the entire state and generally follow
county lines. SWCD supervisors have
four main responsibilities during their
four-year terms. They set overall policy
and long-term objectives for their district; develop their district’s annual and
comprehensive plans; approve landowner cost-share contracts; and work
with SWCD staff to see that policies and
plans are implemented. They are not paid
a salary; however, they do receive compensation for attending meetings and are
reimbursed for expenses.
For more information about the
SWCD Supervisor positions or filing for
the election, contact the Scott SWCD at
(952) 492-5425.

HHW facility is busy
serving County residents
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility serves
County residents with their hazardous
waste disposal needs. The facility is located at 588 Country Trail East (MN
Highway 282), just ½ mile west of the
intersection of MN Highways 13 and
282 and Scott County Highway 17. The
HHW facility is open Wednesdays from
12 noon to 6 pm, and Saturdays from 8
am to 12 noon. The facility will be closed
over the holiday weekends which in
clude Labor Day, Veterans Day, and
Thanksgiving. In addition, it will be
closed Dec. 20 to Jan. 6.
The Scott County HHW Facility will
accept various hazardous materials from
your home (but not from a business),
including paints and paint strippers,
stain, polish, automotive chemicals,

charcoal lighter fluid, adhesives, aerosol products, used fluorescent lamps,
yard and garden chemicals, and pool
chemicals, as well as any other household chemicals that are flammable, corrosive, toxic, poisonous, or reactive. All
automotive fluids must be in containers
that are 2-1/2 gallons or smaller in size.
The RE-USE Room contains a variety of good, usable items that are available for free, including various colors
of paint (both interior and exterior),
stains and varnish, putty, adhesives,
household cleaning chemicals, automotive chemicals, as well as yard and garden chemicals. The RE-USE Room
closes 15 minutes before the HHW Facility. Stop by and see what you can find
for your next home-improvement
project!

related diseases like salmonella.
What about eating eggs? Is there a special way eggs should be prepared?
♦ There are no known cases where people have gotten H5N1 bird flu from
eating eggs.
♦ Cooking should kill any bacteria or viruses that may be present in eggs.
♦ Eggs should be cooked thoroughly, so the yolks are not runny or liquid.
Planning information specific to Scott County will be distributed over the next
several months. Of course, these are just a few of the commonly asked questions
about avian influenza; if you have additional concerns, please visit
www.birdflu.state.mn.us. Information courtesy of the Minnesota Department of
Health, the Center for Disease Control, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
Scott County Public Health
General Health Department Information
Intake Line – Referrals
Family Health and PCAs
Long Term Care
Disease Prevention and Control
Other County Services
Environmental Health
General Human Services
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
Minnesota Department of Health
Acute Disease Epidemiology
Food, Beverage, and Lodging Hotline
AIDS/STD Prevention Services
Office of Emergency Preparedness

(952)
(952)
(952)
(952)
(952)

496-8555
496-8556
496-8577
496-8556
496-8274

(952) 496-8177
(952) 445-7751
(952) 496-2125
(651)
(651)
(652)
(651)

201-5414
201-4500
201-5414
201-5700

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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The benefits of mulch

Master Gardener Linda Dvorak worked at the Help Desk at the Prior Lake
Farmer’s Market.

Master Gardeners
offer free Help Desks
Scott County gardeners can get answers to their plant questions at no cost
from experts during the 2006 growing
season. This service is provided at the
Yard & Garden Help Desk, sponsored
by Scott/Carver Master Gardeners. The
Help Desks are held every Saturday from
8 a.m. to noon at the Prior Lake Farmer’s
Market from May 13 through September 30.
The Master Gardener Help Desks
have been in existence since 2000, and
are a wonderful service to county residents, according to Jackie Smith, Carver/
Scott Master Gardener program coordinator. “The help desks enable anyone
to bring in plant samples, insects, or
plant disease questions, which are then
evaluated by trained Master Gardeners
at no cost,” she said. “Master Gardeners
are also available to discuss plant selection and garden design with individuals,

time permitting.”
The Master Gardener program in
Minnesota is an outreach of the University of Minnesota Extension Service.
There are 100 active Master Gardeners
in Scott and Carver Counties. For more
details about the Master Gardener program, contact the Scott County Extension office at (952) 492-5410, or the
Carver County Extension office at (952)
466-5300.

By Jackie Smith, Carver/Scott Master
Gardener Program Coordinator
Mulch helps keep out weeds, conserves moisture, and protects roots from
compaction and temperature extremes.
There are many mulch choices available,
and each has an appropriate use in the
landscape.
Wood chips or shredded bark may
be used around trees or shrubs. Besides
the benefits listed above, mulching
woody plant material helps prevent injury from lawn mowers or string trimmers. Do not use wood mulches
around vegetables or non-woody ornamentals. There have been incidences
of plants being injured or outright killed
by wood mulches. In addition, wood
mulches are very slow to decompose, so
they’re best applied where they can stay
in place for several years.
Sawdust – another wood product –
is difficult to use as mulch unless it is
composted. If you attempt to use fresh
sawdust, be sure to provide additional
fertilizer to the mulched plants since the
sawdust will often rob the plants of nitrogen as it decomposes.
Plastic mulches will warm the soil
beneath them, and thus are best used only
around such heat-loving plants as eggplant, pepper, and tomato. For maximum heating, clear plastic warms the
soil more than black plastic, but will not
prevent weed growth. Since plastics do
not breathe and are impermeable to rain,
avoid using them elsewhere in the landscape. If a gravel mulch is desired
around the house foundation, do not use

plastic underneath, but instead opt for
landscape fabric. These fabrics serve the
same purpose as a plastic weed barrier
but since they are woven, will allow the
passage of moisture and air.
Many other organic materials may
be used to cool soil and prevent weeds.
Good choices include straw, hay,
chopped leaves, dry grass clippings,
ground corncobs, or — best of all —
compost. For best weed control, these
mulches should be applied four inches
thick and replenished during the summer if they settle.
Although there are many instances
where mulching is beneficial, there are
a few disadvantages of mulch. In cool,
damp areas, mulch encourages pests
such as slugs by offering them a dark,
protected area to hide. In the vegetable
garden, mulch may encourage squash
bugs on squash, zucchini, and pumpkins.
If applied too early to heat-loving
plants, organic mulches may delay plant
growth by keeping the soil too cool.
Lightweight mulches such as straw may
blow around in high winds before
they’ve been rained on a time or two.
Plastic mulches must be applied only
over damp soil; but in very wet seasons,
they will not allow the soil underneath
to dry out quickly, which can cause problems with root rots on sensitive plants.
Also, unless they’re covered with gravel
or stones, the plastic edges must be buried to keep the sheets in place during
windy weather. But despite these few
disadvantages, mulch is a good, hardworking choice for most of your garden!

Gardening tips for June, July
Vegetables
• Finish harvesting asparagus in
mid-June. It’s best to weed the asparagus bed and apply mulch to help control
new weeds before the ferns grow too tall.
• If you apply organic mulch such
as straw or hay, wait until at least midJune to mulch heat-lovers such as tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, okra, or sweet
potatoes.
• Many vegetables may be
planted mid-July through the end of the
month for a second crop. Try bush
beans, beets, carrots, broccoli, cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, summer
squash, and cucumbers
• The end of July is still fine to
plant peas, kohlrabi, lettuce, radish, and
spinach.
• Water potatoes regularly
through dry spells to prevent hollow
heart or knobby tubers.
• Pull spent vegetables for the
compost pile, or till them into the soil
when they are still green. They will decompose much more quickly than if allowed to become dried out.
Fruits

• Mulch the root zone of fruit
trees to help maintain soil moisture, and
prevent damage to the trunk from lawn
mowers.
• Remove the flower stalks on
rhubarb plants before seeds form. It is
wise to quit harvesting leaf stalks by
early July.
• Prune off any water sprouts or
root suckers as they appear on fruit trees.
These are undesirable, rapidly growing

branches that shoot straight up.
• If you did not thin your fruit
earlier, the trees will often shed a lot of
fruit in the “June drop.” This is a natural reaction to lighten the load, and the
trees generally shed the misshapen and
insect-infested fruit first.
• Prune out and discard any raspberry canes when they finish fruiting in
mid-summer. They will die after fruiting, and the longer they remain standing, the more likely they are to attract
insects and diseases to the patch.
• Apple maggot flies appear after July 1 if the soil is moist. Plan your
spray program accordingly.
Ornamentals
• Annual bedding plants bloom
better and look nicer if they are “deadheaded” frequently. This simply means
snipping off the faded blooms, or pinching them off with your fingers. If you’d
like to save seeds from select annuals,
allow a few blooms to fade and carefully remove the seed heads once they
are dry. Spread the seeds out on a paper
towel for a few days to finish drying,
then store in a paper envelope for planting next season.
• Perennials also benefit from
deadheading. Once the plant is finished
blooming, remove the faded flowers by
cutting just below the bloom – be careful to leave as many leaves as possible
to feed the plant. If the perennial is allowed to set seed, the process can drain
the plant and cut down on the amount
of bloom next year.

Sailer’s Greenhouse is one of several dozen Scott County
homegrown agribusinesses listed in the Minnesota Grown directory.

2006 Minnesota Grown
directory available
The new 2006 Minnesota Grown
directories are available from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and
the University of Minnesota Extension
Service in Scott County. These publications are available free of charge, and
list over 600 of Minnesota’s homegrown
agribusinesses (at least two dozen in
Scott County alone!), farmers’ markets,
and products available in every county
throughout the state. The products and
services index features a large variety of
items, ranging from alpacas to organic
products, petting zoos to yaks.
There’s no scarcity of reasons to
look for Minnesota Grown agricultural
products. Supporting the local community, helping to protect the environment,
and promoting healthy eating are just a
few; but a much simpler motivation often comes into play: Minnesota Grown
means fresh, quality, and fun!
Fresh! First and foremost, Minnesota Grown means fresh from the farm.
The fresher taste of local products —
such as vine-ripened tomatoes and mel-

ons — provides an obvious example.
But have you considered that ornamental and nursery products, like cut flowers, bedding plants, and Christmas trees,
also provide a fresh alternative to
shipped-in products?
Quality! Growers who use the Minnesota Grown logo take great pride in
the quality of their products, and you’ll
taste and see the difference. The Minnesota Grown program is a hallmark of the
inherent quality of products grown and
sold by Minnesota farmers.
Fun! A family outing to a farm can
be fun, educational, and rewarding.
Many farms host educational tours and
school visits. The local apple orchard,
berry patch, or Christmas tree farm can
offer family fun and great adventure.
For more information on University
of Minnesota Extension programs, or to
obtain a 2006 Minnesota Grown directory, contact the Extension office at
(952) 492-5410. Agriculture Educator,
Laura Kieser, can also be contacted by
e-mail at torb0022@umn.edu.
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Summer is a good
time for home repairs
Warm summer days are the perfect
time to repair any damage that may have
occurred to your home during the previous winter. If your house wasn’t properly sealed last fall, a few problems may
have become self-evident (particularly
problems pertaining to moisture intrusion). Following are 10 post-winter repairs you should tackle now. If any of
these are beyond your ability, you may
want to call a contractor. You can find
qualified roofers or contractors in your
local phone book, or by talking to your
friends and neighbors.
1. Repair water-stained ceilings.
When a roof leak occurs, there will
usually be a yellow or brown stain on
the ceiling below the leak. Don’t just try
to paint right over the stains—they will
likely show through the paint. First, seal
a stain with a stain sealer, then repaint
the ceiling (you can try to touch up the
area, but for uniformity, you may find
that the entire ceiling will need to be repainted).
2. Fix missing or damaged roofing.
Look for trouble spots on top of the
roof (but only in good weather, and only
if you can do this safely). Or during the
day, go into the attic with a bright, portable light to check for signs of wetness
or water marks. You can also look for
pinpoints of daylight showing through
(on a wood shingle roof, you’ll probably see many such places, but these tend
not to leak because they’re protected by
the shingles’ overlap.) When in the attic, step only on secure framing members—never on the insulation or topside
of the ceiling below—this won’t support
you!
3. Fix leaking roof flashing.
Many serious roof leaks are not
caused by missing or damaged shingles.
Rather, they’re due to broken or improper roof flashing. For information on
fixing flashing, go to your local library
or search on-line.
4. Fix siding leaks.
If you’ve discovered any areas
where your home’s siding isn’t keeping
moisture out, you’ll need to make repairs. For more about siding and how to
repair it, go to your local library or search
on-line.
5. Clear gutters and downspouts.
Water damage frequently occurs as
a result of clogged gutters and downspouts. Dry weather offers a good op-
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Small community sewage treatment
systems require governmental oversight

portunity for cleaning them out to allow
water to drain properly. For information
on cleaning or repairing gutters, go to
your local library or search on-line. To
replace your gutters, see your local yellow pages.
6. Eliminate water in the basement or crawl space.
Has your basement or crawlspace
become flooded? If so, it’s important to
dry it out quickly and thoroughly. Doing so will help to protect against dry
rot, prevent moist air from being drawn
up into the living space, and prevent the
growth of mold within your home. Installing a sump pump might help to keep
this from happening again in the future.
7. Repair storm doors.
Gusting winds can cause damage to
storm doors. Often, the door closing
mechanism will bend, break, or pull
away from the doorjamb. For information on fixing a storm door, go to your
local library or search on-line.
8. Block air leaks.
Inside of your home, you may notice cold drafts caused by air leaks
around doors and windows. One way to
slow down drafts and save energy is to
install or repair weather stripping.
9. Repair rotted woodwork.
When wooden sills or sashes have
taken serious abuse from weather (resulting in wood rot), you can use an epoxy wood filler to repair the area. Epoxy wood fillers are available at most
home repair centers or hardware stores.
Use a chisel to dislodge most of the
loose, rotted wood. Drill a few 1/4-inch
holes into the damaged wood. Soak the
entire rotted area with liquid epoxy
“consolidant” to transform the area into
a sturdy base for filler. Let the wood
absorb it for about five minutes, then reapply, wait, and apply again. Continue
this process until the wood ceases to
absorb any additional consolidant.
Knead a batch of epoxy filler according to label directions, and mold the
repair. As the material cures, dip a putty
knife in solvent, and use it to sculpt and
shape the repair. Sand, file or rasp as
needed. Paint the area within three days.
If large areas are affected, talk with
a carpenter or cabinetmaker.
10. Service your furnace and/or
air conditioner.
With forced-air systems, air returning to the air handler’s blower first
passes through an air filter designed to
catch dust and debris and help clean the
air before it’s recycled to your home. A
good furnace filter can help reduce allergens. When filters become clogged
with dust, they cut down on a furnace’s
efficiency. Change your filters quarterly,
or sooner if they look dirty. For other
repairs or maintenance, call a professional heating-and-air (HVAC) contractor or furnace repair technician.

For decades, rural homes have relied upon individual sewage treatment systems (ISTSs). Generally, these systems consist of a septic tank (in which solids
settle out and scum floats to the top) and a drainfield where the remaining sweage
water is treated. For the most part, these systems are very reliable. They must,
however, be regularly maintained. The solid sludge and floating grease must be
removed periodically to prevent them from filling the septic tank and moving into
the soil treatment component and plugging it up.
In 1997, Scott County started mailing out periodic reminders to notify
homeowners with ISTSs that they should check and/or pump their septic tanks.
Unfortunately, only about 65 percent of the people we contact actually have their
tanks pumped every three years as recommended. Some people may be falling for
the false advertising about septic system additives (by the way, all are worthless)
while others may be simply forgetful. It was this lack of our ability to assure that
ISTSs would function properly for the life of a dwelling that encouraged the County
to consider an alternative. Thus, we investigated the concept of community sewage treatment systems (CSTSs) for use with new cluster developments. We saw
more benefits in smaller lots served by a community system rather than in large
lots with individual systems. We had experience with large sewage systems for
mobile home parks and campgrounds, so we knew that — if constructed and maintained properly —they could work. We decided to assure proper maintenance by
requiring that CSTSs be operated by a public entity. Townships have the statutory
authority to own and operate CSTSs, and this arrangement assures that CSTSs will
have sufficient management oversight.
CSTSs seemed like a perfect solution to the problem of demand for development in areas which lacked municipal sanitary services. As applications for CSTSs
slowly came in, we began to recognize a problem: The designers and developers
were trying to consolidate the sewage treatment components into as small an area
as possible. Where we once had the sewage systems for 40 homes spread over
more than 100 acres, we were now seeing the area concentrated onto several acres.
The ability for soil to accept treated water is generally limited. Sandy soils (like
they have in Anoka County) generally accept water quite well. The heavy clay
soils common in parts of Scott County do not accept water as well. (On the other
hand, clay soils do a much better job of purifying the water that passes through it
than sandy soils.) The trick is to make sure that the capacity of the soil to accept
water is not exceeded, and this is accomplished through careful testing and design.
For individual septic systems, this is done with percolation tests and soil borings,
which generally provide sufficient information to properly design a small single
family system. However, when a number of individual systems are placed close
together (which may be proposed for CSTSs), then the potential for compound
affects must be considered. This makes designing a CSTS more difficult.
Another concern is that data collected on soil conditions are representations of
what exists at the time of the tests. New development will almost always change
how storm water runoff is managed, including new drainage ways and storm water
ponds. These new water features will have an impact on the surrounding soil
hydrology, which must be factored in when designing sewage systems. In response, we consulted an expert in hydro-geology (the science of water movement
through soil). We asked him to design computer models to help us assess the
ability for different soil types to accept varying amounts of water and to evaluate
changes from new stormwater drainage features.
Recently, the University of Minnesota and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
held a workshop on computer modeling of the ability of soil to accept large and
continuous inflows of water from large sewage treatment systems. The computer
models that Scott County had developed were discussed, and it became clear that
Scott County is leading the way in our search for methods to better design CSTSs.
Furthermore, current figures show that Scott County has the highest demand for
community sewage treatment systems in the region. Certainly, large sewage treatment systems are common in the resort areas of the state, but clay soils in Scott
County present some unique challenges. This has encouraged us to research the
best information available to ensure that community sewage systems being approved for rural cluster developments will function safely and economically.
There are several major advantages to CSTSs over ISTSs. They are a more
efficient use of the land for homes and community open space, they ensure better
and more professional management and thus protection of the environment, they
afford some economies of scale for residential developments, and they relieve
home owners of the hassles associated with system maintenance.

Stop and visit County’s fair booth
As you’re whiling away the hours at
the Scott County Fair (July 26 – 31),
don’t forget to stop by and see the Scott
County booth! Our booth is always
fabulous, but there are new and exciting
features this year. In 2006, Scott County
will “highlight” one area of expertise:
Wednesday will be “Earth Day,” featuring park information, environmentally
friendly displays, and home testing kits...
and even a Master Gardener Help Desk
session from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday has
been designated “Public Safety Day,”
which will feature kids’ fingerprinting

and photo IDs, a jail cell exhibit, and
information about public works. Friday
is “Senior Day,” with special features
from public health, veterans’ services,
and the Historical Society. Saturday is
“Kids’ Day,” with cool library
storytimes, coloring/poster contests, and
other kid-friendly activities. Finally, on
Sunday, it’s “Scott County Day” – just
in case you’ve been wondering about a
career in public service or what “big issues” Scott County has been working on
lately. So many reasons to stop by – we’ll
see you at the Fair!
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SCOTT COUNTY RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
— SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE —
Scott County is home to several major regional
parks and family entertainment attractions which
provide area residents with many opportunities to
explore nature and enjoy outdoor recreational
opportunities. In this special pull-out section of The
Scott County SCENE, these parks, programs, and
attractions are featured in order to provide you with
information so you can explore and enjoy Scott
County this summer!

swimming, boating, and fishing in the summer.
Golfers find challenge in the par 3, 9-hole course
and driving range. Large groups gather at the threeseason pavilion, group picnic areas, and group camp
sites. Group facilities are available on a reservation
basis by calling (763) 559-6700 on weekdays.
Facility highlights include:
• Visitor Center/Clubhouse with concessions
• Par 3, 9-hole golf course
• Public and group picnic areas
• Three-season picnic pavilion
• Group and family camp sites
• Sandy swimming beach
• Boat launch and fishing pier
• 3.5 miles of paved bike and hike trails
• 2.4 miles of unpaved trails; dogs allowed on 1.1
miles
• Boat and tandem bike / child trailer rentals
• Twenty-eight acre dog off-leash area

has lots of special events, summer day camps, and
it’s a great place to host your next celebration! For
more details on all the possibilities, visit
www.murphyslanding.com or call (763) 694-7784.
Military Life in Minnesota
May 27, 28, 29, 10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Saturday and
Monday; noon – 5:00 p.m. Sunday.
Guided Tours
Every weekend in June, Saturdays: 11:00 a.m., 1:00
p.m., and 3:00 p.m.; Sundays: 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.
Glorious Fourth Celebration
July 1, 2, 3, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Saturday and
Monday; noon – 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Live It History Weekends
July 8-30 and August 12-27, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays; noon – 5:00 p.m. Sundays
Guided Tours
Every weekend in September, Saturdays: 11:00 a.m.,
1:00 p.m., and 3:00 p.m.; Sundays: 1:00 p.m. and
3:00 p.m.

Horseback riders enjoy beautiful scenery as they
ride the trails at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve.

Harvest Festival
September 2, 3, 4, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Saturday and Monday; noon – 5:00 p.m. Sunday

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
(952) 447-6913
The glacial ridges and hilly terrain of northwest
Scott County make Murphy-Hanrehan one of the
most picturesque areas found in the Twin Cities.
The terrain is also popular with horseback riders,
mountain bikers, and hikers. With the exception of
the trails, this 2,786-acre park remains undeveloped.
The park also features 200 acres of restored prairie
within a 450-acre prairie management area. The best
way to view the prairie is to park at the horse trailer
parking lot and walk in. (Volunteers are needed in
the fall to collect prairie seeds. To volunteer, call
(763) 559-6706.) In 2004, Murphy-Hanrehan was
designated as an “Important Bird Area” by the
National Audubon Society. The park is the only
known breeding population of hooded warblers in
the state, as well as blue-winged warblers, Acadian
flycatchers, yellow-crowned night herons, loons,
red-shouldered hawks, Cerulean warblers (a species
of special concern in Minnesota) and Henslow’s
sparrows (an endangered species in Minnesota).
Facility highlights include:
• Twenty one miles of turf hiking trails,
including 4.2 miles of dog walking trails.
• Fourteen miles of scenic horseback riding
trails with trailer parking
• Six miles of mountain bike trails (open
August 1 through October 31)
• Boat launch (gas motors not permitted)
• Two hundred acres of restored prairie
• Group horse camp that can accommodate 20
horses
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint Series
5:30 – 9 p.m., Aug. 23, 30 and Sept. 6, 13
Mountain bike on one of the Twin Cities’ most
challenging courses during this series of four 10K
sprint races. There are mass starts, awards, and door
prizes each week. Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.,
start times at 6:30 p.m. Co-sponsored by REI. $10.
Ages: 14+.
Cleary Lake Regional Park
(763) 694-7777
The 1,186 acre Cleary
Lake Regional Park is
one of the most
popular year-round
recreation spots in the
southern metro area.
Park guests enjoy

Full Moon Hayride
September 9, 7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Full Moon Hayride
October 7, 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.

The sandy beach at Cleary Lake Park is always a
popular attraction.

Cleary Lake Golf Course
The Cleary Lake Golf Course is a par 3, 9-hole
course that offers lessons, equipment rental, a
driving range, merchandise, food, and discounts for
juniors and seniors. Call (763) 694-7777 to reserve
your tee time.
Green fees:
• Regular 9 holes: $13.50
Tour Card rate/$11.50
• Junior/senior rates (before 4 p.m., Monday Friday): $11.50; Tour Card rate/$10.50.
Golf Leagues
Cleary Lake Golf Course offers leagues for families,
adults, seniors, and women. For more information,
call (763) 694-7777 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf.
Historic Murphy’s Landing
(763) 694-7784
Discover what life was like for Minnesota’s early
European settlers along the Minnesota River by
experiencing it yourself during a visit to Historic
Murphy’s Landing in Shakopee! There are several
new programs this summer. Guided tours will be
offered every weekend in June, September, and
October. You can explore the living history park on
your own any day of the week with a self-guided
tour. Be sure to check out the new Pioneer Kids Play
Area that features a washtub, building blocks, cool
costumes to try on, and even a print shop to make
your own newsprint. Live it up during “Live It”
History Days weekends, July 8-30 and August 1227. During these fun programs, you can live the life
on the New Frontier or in the growing village of
Eagle Creek. You can visit with farmers, traders,
and townspeople, enjoy horse-drawn trolley rides,
demonstrations, and crafts. Murphy’s Landing also

A “Pioneer Play” area is featured in one of the
historic homes at Murphy’s Landing.

Old-Fashioned Trick or Treat
October 28, 5:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Folkways of the Holidays
Weekends, Dec. 2-31, closed on Dec. 24, 10:00 a.m.
– 5:00 p.m. Saturdays, noon – 5:00 p.m. Sundays;
New: Holiday Hayrides on Thursdays, Dec. 7, 14
and 21 from 5 - 8 p.m.; Tea Parties on Saturdays.
Dec. 2, 9 and 16, and a special “Folkways by
Candlelight” program on Friday Dec. 22.
For more information about Three Rivers Park
District facilities or summer activities, please call
(763) 559-9000 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.
Spring Lake Regional Park
(undeveloped)
Located on the northern edge of Spring Lake, this
undeveloped 351-acre park features mature maplebasswood forests, wetlands, and lakeshore.
Currently, Scott County is preparing a master plan
update for the park. The Spring Lake Regional Park
master plan update will be complete by the end of
2006, and its purpose will be to guide future park
development, programming and operation at the
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE to next page
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Something for everyone in Scott County
park. Please call the Scott County Natural Resources
department at (952) 496-8752 with any questions or
comments about the plan or planning process.
County Road 12, at the southern end of the park, is
being realigned. The road is being moved several
hundred feet to the north from its current alignment
along the shores of Spring Lake. This adjustment
creates more space along the lakeshore for a safe,
comfortable park experience.

An 1800s barn and home still mark the homestead
at the Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park.

Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
(undeveloped)
This future 900-acre park is located in Cedar Lake
Township between St. Catherine and Lenin Lakes.
The Park contains a mix of biologically rich oak
forests and woodlands, a maze of wetlands and
ponds, farm fields, and an original 1800s farmstead.
The Park’s cultural and natural resources will offer a
wide variety of recreational opportunities. Within the
next two years, a master plan will be created for the
Park through a planning process that will involve the
local public, elected officials, and additional
stakeholders.
Cedar Lake County Park
(undeveloped)
This future park is located in Helena Township on
the western shore of Cedar Lake. The Park
encompasses 172 acres, including lakeshore, stands
of maple-basswood forest cropland, old fields, and
wetlands. In the coming years, the focus for this
park will be acquisition of additional acreage and
eventual designation as a Regional Park.
Blakelely Bluffs Regional Park Reserve
(proposed future park reserve)
This proposed 1,500 – 2,000-acre Park Reserve will
be located in Blakely Township, along the
Minnesota River. The Park Reserve would provide
scenic bluff views and opportunities for interesting
and challenging hiking experiences afforded by its
dramatic bluff landscape. The flatter upper bluff
areas will offer stellar landscape views for
picnicking and more leisurely biking and hiking
experiences. In the coming years, the focus for this
park will be to work with landowners, developers,
and other stakeholders to acquire park lands and
narrow the park search area.
Scott County Regional Trail
(partially developed)
When completed, this 8.5 mile paved trail will
connect the Minnesota Valley Trail in Shakopee to
Spring Lake Regional Park, the City of Prior Lake,
Cleary Lake Regional Park, and the MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve. The trail will traverse
gently rolling terrain and will accommodate biking,
hiking, and in-line skating. To date, the completed
portions of the trail include a 2.5 mile lighted
segment that begins at County Road 82 and County
Road 21 in Prior Lake and runs to the south edge of
the city, and a one-mile section along County Road
79 between 10th Avenue and Hwy 169 in the City of
Shakopee. A new section of the Scott Regional Trail
will be constructed as a part of the County Road 82
upgrade in 2006-2007. The road upgrade is a
cooperative project among Scott County, the City of
Shakopee, the City of Prior Lake, and the Shakopee

Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
Minnesota Valley National Refuge
For information on federally-owned parks, including
the Louisville Swamp, Rice Lake, and Wilkie Unit,
call (952) 854-5900 for the visitor center.
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
(952) 492-6400
The Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and
Federal Refuge was established by State and Federal
Legislatures to provide recreational travel routes
“..through areas which have significant scenic,
historic, scientific, or recreational qualities and to
provide wildlife habitat.” Scott County is home to
four units of the recreational area. For further
information, please call (952)-492-6400.

From Page 7

corridor trail, which is designed for snowmobiling,
horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking.
Chaska/Shakopee Bike Trail
Parking in Chaska at Courthouse Lake (near the
Carver County Courthouse), and in Shakopee at the
Huber Park trail head. This four mile paved trail is
popular with bicyclers, joggers, hikers, bird
watchers, and many others. This scenic trail lies on
an old railroad bed. Anglers can find big catfish
near the site of the old railroad swing bridge near the
Chaska end of the trail. Other features include
scenic Nyssen’s Lake and the remains of an old
brewery. There are benches along the trail for
resting and observing wildlife. Until a new bridge is
constructed to cross the river, the trail currently ends
at the river.

Headquarters (Lawrence)
Located between Jordan and Belle Plaine on
Township Road 57, which is just north of Highway
169. Highlights include the only remaining building
from the 1850s town of St. Lawrence as well as the
following recreational opportunities:
Camping
• 25 scenic, well-spaced family campsites
• 8 secluded, walkin campsites
• 1 canoe campsite
• 1 walk-in/canoe
campsite (by
Paine Pond)
Note: Camping
headquarters
(Lawrence) are rustic,
which means that picnic tables, firerings, drinking
water, and pit toilets are available.
Picnic Area
Available for group use.
Trail Center and Trail Access
Twenty two miles for horseback riding, mountain
biking and hiking; four mile loop for hiking; and a
“rustic” group camping area, ideal for adult and
youth groups. Call the park office for reservations.
Fishing: Try fishing at Bearson Lake — near the
Quarry Campground — or on the Minnesota River.
(A public access to the Minnesota River is located
two miles north of Jordan on County Road 9 and
north of Belle Plaine on County Road 25.)
Carver Rapids/Louisville
Parking is located two miles south of the junction of
Highways 41 and 169 (south of Chaska, southwest
of Shakopee). The trails in this area meander
through Carver Rapids and the Louisville Swamp,
which is part of the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge.
Here, you’ll find
seven miles of
hiking on the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service Mazomani
Trail. Highlights
along the trail
include the
Historic Jabs Farm
and a rustic trail shelter. The main corridor trail for
snowmobiling, horseback riding, mountain biking,
and hiking starts at the north end of the parking lot
and follows an old road. Two canoe campsites
overlook the historic “Little Rapids” on the
Minnesota River.
Gifford Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. The public access at Gifford Lake is
popular with anglers.
Nyssen’s Lake
Parking is located just south of Chaska off of State
Highway 41. This gives you access to the main

Flying high at Valleyfair!

Valleyfair!
(952) 445-6500
valleyfair.com
Celebrate Valleyfair’s 30th Anniversary. Enjoy more
than 75 rides and attractions, including six thrilling
coasters, the 275-foot Power Tower, a variety of kid
and family rides, live toe-tapping entertainment and
a feature film in the six-story Pepsi IMAX® Theater.
Plus… stay cool in Whitewater Country Waterpark –
it’s included in your admission! New in 2006 is
Xtreme Swing — not your typical backyard swing
set. Kid and senior admission are only $9.95 all
season long. And cotton candy is only 25 cents! For
more information, call (952) 445-6500 or visit
www.valleyfair.com. Plan for a full day…you’ll
need it!
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Summer programs planned at
Historic Murphy’s Landing
June 18 – Sunday
Pa and Me Day
Noon - 5 p.m.
Treat your “Pa” and the whole family to a day of old-fashioned frontier fun!
Dance and swing your partner to music
by the famous Whistle Pigs String Band,
team up with a pal for a three-legged race
or enjoy a horse-drawn carriage ride.
Bring along a picnic lunch to enjoy in
the shade while you enjoy a unique game
of 1850s baseball. Guided tours will be
available. Dads get in free with one paid
admission!
July 1-2, Saturday & Sunday
Glorious Fourth Celebration
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday
Noon - 5 p.m., Sunday
Join the festivities as the village of
Eagle Creek prepares for the Fourth of
July! Practice marching for the parade
or hang flags and decorations in Town
Square. Ride a horse-drawn trolley, play
a game of croquet, throw horseshoes or
churn ice cream as you join the
townsfolk in preparing for the big day.

Engaging exhibits, handson activities planned by
Historical Society
The Scott County Historical Society has scheduled a variety of exhibits,
hands-on activities, and exciting events
over the summer months. The public is
invited to participate.
♦ June 15 – Last day for the From
the Ground to the Gut: Agriculture &
Industry in Scott County exhibit!
♦ June 24 – Corn Husking Contest – Dan Patch Days – Residents can
try their hand at corn husking, and kids
will enjoy making dolls out of the husks!
♦ July 1 – Grand Opening
Smithsonian Exhibit Key Ingredients:
America by Food - Old Fashioned
Fourth-of-July Celebration! Free admission, tasty food, toe-tapping music,
contests, and much more! 10 a.m. – 3
p.m.
♦ July 1 – Opening Reception
for Juried Art Show, 9 a.m.
♦ July 1-29 – Food Drive: Share
some Key Ingredients. Drop off a nonperishable food item for distribution by
the CAP Agency.
♦ July 1-31 – Cookbook Swap at
all Scott County libraries.
♦ July 15 -- Corn Husking Contest – Belle Plaine BBQ Days – Residents can try their hand at corn husking.
Kids will enjoy making dolls out of the
husks!
♦ July 26-30 — Corn Husking
Contests at the Scott County Fair!
♦ Coffee Klatch! Meet with
friends and neighbors on Wednesday
mornings for good coffee, tasty rolls,
and lively discussions on a different
topic each week. There is a small fee to
cover coffee and rolls. Register through
Shakopee Community Education. 9:30
a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
July 5: A Land of Plenty – hunting,
berry picking, fishing, tall tales, and stories of camping and fishing

July 12: Local Flavors – shopping
for food, farmers’ markets, vegetable
gardens, butchering
July 19: Dynamic Delivery – life
before refrigeration, microwaves, ovens
and running water
July 26: Festival of Feasts – travel
dining, BBQ memories, “the best and
worst meal I’ve had”
Aug 2: Home Cooking – picnics,
weddings, manners and mistakes, eating
“fancy” at home
♦

Aug.5 - ICE CREAM SOCIAL – Key Ingredients: America by
Food closing celebration. Celebrate
Shakopee Derby Days with food, music
and good ol’ fashioned fun! 10 a.m. – 3
p.m.
♦ Aug. 5 - Raffle Drawing for a
Quilters Alphabet-Block Quilt – 2 p.m.
♦ Aug. 5 - Show Us Your Fair
Food at Lakefront Days! Have your
photo taken with your favorite fair food
and see yourself in the paper! This is a
fundraiser for the Scott County Historical Society in collaboration with the
Prior Lake American newspaper.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society, 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee, 55379.
You can reach them at (952) 445-0378,
on the web at www.scottcounty
history.org, or via e-mail at info@scott
countyhistory.org. Events are subject to
change. Fees for some events -- please
call ahead.
Key Ingredients is part of Museum
on Main Street, a collaboration between
the Smithsonian Institute and the Minnesota Humanities Commission. Key
Ingredients is sponsored in part by
Cargill, Mosaic Crop Nutrition, Scott
County Pork Producers, Bryan Rock
and Lion’s Tap.

Weekends, July 8 – August 27
Live It History Weekends
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturdays
Noon - 5 p.m., Sundays
Live the pioneer life on the Frontier
or in the growing village of Eagle Creek.
Experience the changes and challenges
of everyday life for immigrants and settlers of the Minnesota River Valley during the mid to late 1800s, while learning how the Civil War, the railroad and

Youngsters learn about chores in the
1800s at Murphy’s Landing.

Minnesota statehood affected pioneer
life. Live It History Weekends include
demonstrations, crafts, horse-drawn trolley rides and the Pioneer Kids Play Area.
Learn and have fun!
August 5-6, Saturday & Sunday
Woodworking Weekend
10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday
Noon - 5 p.m., Sunday
Coinciding with the Live It History
Weekend, take advantage of the knowledge and skill of local expert woodworkers! Try your hand at tools of the woodworking trade, while guest woodworkers make everything from shingles to
spoons to furniture. All Live It History
Days activities will be available during
Woodworking Weekend.
Admission to Historic Murphy’s
Landing: Adults $8.50, children ages
3-11 and seniors, $7.

Summer events plentiful in
Scott County this summer
Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivities, get acquainted
with other Scott County residents, or spend time with family and lifelong friends.
Below is a schedule of a few upcoming events you may want to check out.
Check your local newspapers for more details.
Sunday, June 18
June 23-25
June 24-25
June 24 -25
Monday, July 3
Tuesday, July 4
July 14-16
Sunday, July 23
July 26-30
July 29-30
August 3-6
August 1-6
August 4-6
Sunday, August 13
August 25-27
Sunday, August 20
Saturday, Sept. 9
Sunday, Sept. 10
Sept. 15-16
Sunday, Sept. 17

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas Catholic Church,
New Market
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including a parade on
Sunday at 1 p.m.
Jordan Pork in the Park; Art Festival; Bike Tour
New Market Fire Rescue Days, including a parade at
1 p.m. Saturday, events at Wagner Park, Firemen’s
Dance, and breakfast on Sunday..
Fireworks at New Prague Middle School
Fireworks over Prior Lake
Bar-B-Que Days in Belle Plaine, including a Grande
Day parade on Saturday at 1 p.m. and fireworks
Sunday evening
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in
Cedar Lake Township
Scott County Fair
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring oldtyme German music and German and Mexican food
Saturday evening and Sunday
Derby Days in Shakopee, including a parade on
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. Fireworks Sunday evening
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including fireworks
on Friday and Saturday evenings and a parade on
Saturday at noon
43rd Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and Gas
Engine Festival
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New Prague
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Wacipi
or Pow Wow
Parish Festival at St. Mary’s in Marystown
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan; 11 a.m.
parade, fireworks in the evening
Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle
Plaine
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car cruise
Friday evening and parade at noon Saturday
St. John’s Fall Festival in Jordan
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Libraries offer summer reading program, events
All programs have been designed for school-aged
kids, unless noted by “all ages welcome.” To avoid
disappointment, please arrive early for programs as
attendance may be limited for safety reasons. Please
note that programs may change or get added; for the
most up-to-date schedule of events, visit the website
at www.scott.lib.mn.us/SRP.html
* Programs sponsored by MELSA and Scott
County Library unless otherwise indicated.

Magician Norm Barnhart presents The Reading Magic
Show – all ages welcome; Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Charlotte’s Web Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular book!
Belle Plaine, 3 p.m.
Wednesday, June 28
Catch the Beat Family Storytime – all ages welcome;
New Market, 6:30 p.m.

Weekly Events
Savage -- Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., June
12 – August 8; Celebrity Storytime with local notables
– all ages welcome.

Thursday, June 29
Make-A-Book - make a musical book with Mary Jo
Pauly; New Prague, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Jordan -- Tuesdays, at 11 a.m., June 20 – August 8;
Catch the Stories Family Storytime – all ages welcome.

Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Shakopee -- Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 14 –
August 9; Celebrity Storytime with local notables – all
ages welcome.
Fridays from 1:30-2:30 p.m., June 16 – August 11;
Craft Fridays – drop-in program; all ages welcome.
Belle Plaine -- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Fridays at
11a.m., June 14 – August 9; Catch the Stories Family
Storytime – all ages welcome.
Prior Lake -- Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., June 15 –
August 10; Celebrity Storytime with local notables –
all ages welcome.
Book Clubs
(signup required; visit or call your branch)
Belle Plaine (952-873-6767)
2-4th Grade Book Club
Free copy of the books to each participant! Sponsored
by the Belle Plaine Friends of the Library (FOL).
Friday, June 2 at 12:00 noon: Meet and pick up first
book
Friday, June 23 at 12:00 noon: “Mercy Watson to
the Rescue” by Kate DiCamillo
Friday, July 14 at 12:00 noon: “I, Freddy” by Dietlof
Reiche
Friday, August 4 at 12:00 noon: “The Great Escape:
Upchuck and the Rotten Willy” by Bill Wallace
4-6th Grade Book Club
Free copy of the books to each participant! Sponsored
by the Belle Plaine Friends of the Library.
Thursday, June 1 at 2 p.m.: meet and pick up first
book
Thursday, June 22 at 2 p.m.: “Chasing Vermeer” by
Blue Balliett
Thursday, July 6 at 2 p.m.: “Winter Room” by Gary
Paulsen
Thursday, August 3 at 2 p.m.: “Library Card” by
Jerry Spinelli
New Market (952-461-3460)
1-2nd Grade Book Club
Free copy of the books to each participant (“The
Reluctant Dragon” and “The Magician’s Boy”).
Wednesdays, June 14 and July 12 at 6 p.m.
3-5th Grade Book Club
Free copy of the books to each participant (titles to be
announced).
Wednesdays, June 14 and July 12 at 7 p.m.
Savage (952-707-1770)
Alternate Realities Book Club for 4-6th graders
Sign up and receive your own free copy of the
discussion books.
Monday, June 19 at 1:30 p.m.: “Running Out of
Time” by Margaret Peterson Haddix
Monday, July 10 at 1:30 p.m.: “Gregor the
Overlander” by Suzanne Collins
Monday, July 24 at 1:30 p.m.: “The Anybodies” by
N.E. Bode
School Age and Family Events
Saturday and Sunday, June 3 and 4 – 10 a.m. – 6
p.m.; Metro-wide Summer Reading Program Kickoff
at Flint Hills International Children’s Festival, (Rice
Park, St Paul — www.ordway.org/festival for more
information), all ages welcome!
Thursday, June 8 -- Catch the Beat Family Storytime
– all ages welcome; New Prague, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 14 -- The Scott County Historical
Society presents the story of Burma-Shave roadside
ads! Help create a series of three signs! New Prague,
10:30 a.m.; New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 6
Scott County 4-H Summer Fun Days – Drop-in demos
and activities; Savage, 10:30 a.m.-12 noon; Shakopee,
2 - 3:30 p.m.

Charlotte’s Web Party – activities, crafts, and prizes
based on the popular book! Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.

Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! New Prague, 2 p.m.

Thursday, June 15 -- The Scott County Historical
Society presents the story of Burma-Shave roadside
ads! Help create a series of three signs! Shakopee,
10:30 a.m., Jordan, 1:30 p.m.; Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

Monday, July 10
Brodini Comedy Magic Show – an audience
participation show! All ages welcome; Shakopee, 6:30
p.m.

Magician Norm Barnhart presents “The Reading
Magic Show”; All ages welcome (sponsored by Savage
Friends of the Library, Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 11
Make-A-Book - make a musical book with Mary Jo
Pauly (sponsored by Belle Plaine FOL); Belle Plaine,
11 a.m.

Schiffelly Puppets
Fun and laughs with these popular muppet-style
puppets! All ages welcome; sponsored by James Perry
Dental; Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 12
Science Museum of Minnesota: “Motion Mayhem”
program; Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Monday, June 19
Ross Sutter — Catch the beat with interactive songs,
games and stories! All ages welcome; Jordan, 4 p.m.
New Market, 6:30 p.m.
Junie B Jones Party – activities and prizes based on
the popular books! Must pre-register (call 952-2339590) – sponsored by Shakopee FOL; Shakopee, 6:30
p.m.
Tuesday, June 20
Schiffelly Puppets - Fun and laughs with these popular
muppet-style puppets! All ages welcome; Belle Plaine,
10:30 a.m.
Ross Sutter – Catch the beat with interactive songs,
games, and stories! All ages welcome; Shakopee, 10:30
a.m.; New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 21
The Scott County Historical Society presents the story
of Burma-Shave roadside ads! Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 22
Make-A-Book - make a musical book with Mary Jo
Pauly; Savage, 10:30 a.m.; Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! Must pre-register (call
952-233-9590); Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
“Vacation Fun” Family Storytime – all ages welcome;
New Prague, 6:30 p.m.

Name That Tune – Game show program with prizes
and fun tunes! Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.; Jordan, 4 p.m.
Thursday, July 13
Scott County 4-H Summer Fun Days – Drop-in demos
and activities; Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon; New
Prague, 1:30 - 3 p.m.
Science Museum of Minnesota: “Motion Mayhem”
program; Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
Thursday, July 13 and Thursday, July 27
Guitar Paper and Book Project – make paper and a
guitar-shaped book with local artist Mary Jo Pauly; (2
sessions); Jordan, 1 p.m. both days.
Friday, July 14
Scott County 4-H Summer Fun Days – Drop-in demos
and activities; New Market, 10:30 a.m.-12 noon.
Monday, July 17
Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! Must pre-register (call
952-233-9590); Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 18
Storyclay Teller: Help Maureen build a story and a clay
character – all ages welcome! Jordan, 11 a.m.
Charlotte’s Web Party – activities, crafts and prizes!
Savage, 1:30 p.m.
SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS to next page

Monday, June 26
Meet the Author: Jane St Anthony!
She will read and discuss her new middle-grades book,
“The Summer Sherman Loved Me”; Prior Lake, 4 p.m.
Bob Gasch, Storyteller
Come hear the fun “Best Bike” story – all ages
welcome; Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Meet the Author: Anne Ursu
She will read and discuss her new middle-grades and
up book, “The Shadow Thieves”; Shakopee, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 27
The Drumming Librarian – catch the reading beat!
All ages welcome; Savage, 1:30 p.m.

4-H Summer Fun Days at the libraries include
demonstrations and activities.
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Library programs and events
Scott County 4-H Summer Fun Days – Drop-in demos
and activities; Belle Plaine, 1:30 - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, July 19
The Girl Who Struck Out Babe Ruth! Author Jean
Patrick acts out this true baseball story with the help
of the audience! Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.; Prior Lake,
1:30 p.m.; New Prague, 4 p.m.
Brodini Comedy Magic Show – an audience
participation magic show! All ages welcome. New
Market, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 20
Scott County 4-H Summer Fun Days – Drop-in demos
and activities; Jordan, 10:30 a.m.-12 noon
Schiffelly Puppets — Fun and laughs with these popular
muppet-style puppets! All ages welcome (sponsored
by Savage FOL); Savage, 6:30 p.m.
“Fractured Fairytales” Family Storytime – all ages
welcome; New Prague, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, July 24
Junie B Jones Party – activities and prizes based on
the popular books! Must pre-register (call 952-2339590) – sponsored by the Shakopee FOL; Shakopee,
10:30 a.m.
Ross Sutter – Catch the beat with interactive songs,
games and stories! All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 4
p.m.
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based on the popular books! Belle Plaine, 3 p.m.
Remarkable Reptiles – Informative program with live
reptiles! New Prague, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 10
Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! Jordan, 1 p.m.
Friday, August 11
Ventriloquist David Sleeper – Unique ventriloquism
show! All ages welcome (sponsored by the Belle Plaine
FOL). Belle Plaine, 11 a.m.

Magician Norm
Barnhart will
present “The
Reading Magic
Show” at the
Savage Library
on June 15 at
6:30 p.m. and on
June 27 at 1:30
p.m. at the Prior
Lake Library.

New Market End of Summer Reading Party – Inflatable
jumper and beverages! Sponsored by the New Market
Bank. New Market, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, August 12
Bill the Juggler – comedy and juggling! All ages
welcome; sponsored by Alan Perry Dental. Shakopee,
10:30 a.m.

Monday, July 24, 6 p.m.: “Island of the Blue
Dolphins” by Scott O’Dell
Monday, Aug 28, 6 p.m.: “The Princess Diaries” by
Meg Cabot

Wednesday, August 16
Magician Brian Richards – fun magic show! All ages
welcome (sponsored by Belle Plaine FOL). Belle
Plaine, 6:30 p.m.

Ham Lit Book Club – for boys 10-15 – get a free copy
of June and July’s books!
Signup required (visit or call 952-758-2391)
Wednesday, June 28, 6 p.m.: “My Side of the
Mountain” by Jean Craighead George
Wednesday, July 26, 6 p.m.: “War of the Worlds” by
HG Wells
Wednesday, Aug. 30, 6 p.m.: “Hatchet” by Gary
Paulsen

Thursday, August 24
“Naughty Kids” Family Storytime – all ages welcome.
New Prague, 6:30 p.m.

Teen Events (Finished 6th
grade and up)

Name That Tune – Game show program with prizes
and fun tunes; New Prague, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee, 1:30
p.m.

Prior Lake
Teen Book Club – everyone gets a free copy of each
book. Sign up required (visit or call 952-447-3375).
Wednesday, June 28 at 6:30: “Heir Apparent” by
Vivian Vande Velde
Wednesday, July 12 at 6:30: “City of the Beasts” by
Isabel Allende
Wednesday, July 26 at 6:30: “The Shadow Thieves”
by Anne Ursu (author visit on July 31!)

Wednesday, July 26
Name That Tune – Game show program with prizes
and fun tunes. Savage, 10:30 a.m.; New Market, 1:30
p.m.; Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.

Meet the Author: Jane St Anthony. She will read and
discuss her new middle-grades book, “The Summer
Sherman Loved Me” – sponsored by the Prior Lake
FOL; Monday, June 26 at 4 p.m.

Thursday, July 27
Remarkable Reptiles – Informative program with live
reptiles! Sponsored by James Perry Dental. Shakopee,
6:30 p.m.

Meet the Author: Anne Ursu. She will read and discuss
her new book “The Shadow Thieves” – sponsored by
the Prior Lake FOL; Monday, July 31 at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, July 25
Storyclay Teller – help create a story as Maureen
Carlson builds a clay character! All ages welcome.
Sponsored by Belle Plaine FOL; Belle Plaine, 11 a.m.

For the most current schedule of events, check the web
page at www.scott. lib.mn.us/teen.html

Savage
Manga Party – activities, prizes and more for manga
and anime fans! Signup requested – visit or call 952707-1770. Wednesday, June 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Monday, July 31
Remarkable Reptiles – Informative program with live
reptiles! Savage, 4 p.m.
Meet the Author: Anne Ursu! She will read and discuss
her new middle-grades and up book, “The Shadow
Thieves” – sponsored by the Prior Lake, FOL; Prior
Lake, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, August 1
Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular books! Prior Lake, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, August 2
Storyclay Teller – help Maureen build a story and a
clay character! All ages welcome. New Market, 1:30
p.m.
Charlotte’s Web Party – activities, crafts and prizes
based on the popular book! New Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Stephanie the Bat Lady – Informative show with a live
bat! Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.; Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, August 4
Teddy Bear Picnic – bring lunch and a favorite bear
for stories and fun at this popular annual Lakefront
Days event! All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 12 noon
Monday, August 7
Bill the Juggler – comedy and juggling – all ages
welcome! Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 8
The Drumming Librarian – catch the reading beat!
All ages welcome, Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Magic Tree House Party – activities, crafts and prizes

Teen Movie Night – free snacks and a movie! Thursday,
July 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Belle Plaine
Teen Book Club – everyone gets a free copy of each
book! Signup required (visit or call 952-873-6767)
Wednesday, May 30 at 3:30 p.m.: Meet and pick up
first book.
Wednesday, June 14 at 3:30 p.m.: “Skellig” by David
Almond
Wednesday, July 9 at 3:30 p.m.: “Woodsong” by Gary
Paulsen
Wednesday, August 12 at 3:30 p.m.: “Heir Apparent”
by Vivian Vande Velde
Jordan
Books-to-Movies Teen Book Club – everyone gets a
free copy of each book! Signup required (visit or call
952-492-2500)
Monday, July 10: “Holes” by Louis Sachar
Monday, July 24: “Second Summer of the Sisterhood”
by Ann Brashares
Monday, August 7: “Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy” by Douglas Adams
New Market
Visit or call library for information on teen programs
(952-461-3460).
New Prague
Chick Lit Book Club – for girls 10-15 – get a free
copy of June and July’s books!
Signup required (visit or call 952-758-2391)
Monday, June 26, 6 p.m.: “Ella Enchanted” by Gail
Carson Levine

Shakopee
Dance Dance Revolution Contest with prizes. Signup
required (call 952-233-9590 on June 12 or after) –
sponsored by the Shakopee, FOL; Wednesday, June
21 at 5:30 p.m.
Meet the Author: Anne Ursu. She will read and discuss
her new book “The Shadow Thieves”; Monday, June
26 at 7 p.m.
Teen Chick Lit and Smoothie Club – join us for a free
copy of each book and a different smoothie every
meeting! Signup required (call 952-233-9590).
Tuesday, June 27 from 4-5 p.m.: “The Second
Summer of the Sisterhood” by Ann Brashares.
Tuesday, July 11 from 4 – 5 p.m.: “Frozen Rodeo”
by Catherine Clark (author visit being scheduled!)
Tuesday, July 25 from 4 – 5 p.m.: “The Princess and
the Pauper” by Kate Brian.
Teen Movie Nights with free snacks. Signup required
(call 952-233-9590 on 6/12 or after) – sponsored by
the Shakopee FOL; Wednesday, July 19 at 5:30 p.m.;
Wednesday, August 9 at 5:30 p.m.
So You Wanna Be a Rock Star? Starting a band, getting
booked locally, how to start a band web site and put
your music on MySpace, and more. Sponsored by the
Shakopee F OL; Saturday, August 12 at 2 p.m.
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SUMMER
READING PROGRAM ON PAGE 14
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Couples should add
financial resolutions
to wedding vows

4-H members (l. to r.) David McComas Bussa, Kaitlyn Kuske, Jennifer
Carpenter, and Timothy McComas Bussa displayed the trophies they won
last year at the Scott County Fair.

“Camp Fair” offers day
of fun at the County Fair
The Scott County Fair (July 26 – 30,
2006) is right around the corner! What
could be better? Rides, delicious food,
and – of course — 4-H! This summer,
4-H will be sponsoring a new program
called “Camp Fair.” Camp Fair will be
open to all youth in Scott County in
grades K-6th (completed). Camp Fair
will be held on July 27 and 28 from 13 p.m.
Youth who participate will have the
opportunity to meet 4-H teen ambassadors, go on a fair tour, visit the livestock
barns, do a fair project, enjoy a
milkshake from the 4-H malt stand, and

much more!
Don’t wait – space is limited to the
first 50 youth. The cost of the program
is $10. Call the Extension office at (952)
492-5410 for more information.
Some other highlights of 4-H at the
county fair will include the pet and livestock shows, the 4-H member exhibits
in the 4-H building, the delicious 4-H
food stand, Arts-In theater performances,
4-H fashion review and much more. For
a complete schedule of 4-H events at the
County Fair, visit the Scott County Fair
website at www.scottcountyfair.com.

4-H offers “Project in the
Park” series for youth
Hey, kids! On August 1, 8, 15, and
22, Scott County 4-H will be offering a
“Project in the Park” series at Memorial
Park in Shakopee (from 9-11 a.m.) and
at Lakefront Park in Prior Lake (from
1-3 p.m.). You can sign up for one, two,
three, or all four sessions. The cost per
session is $5 or $15 for all four. This
program is open to the first 50 youth in
grades K-5th (completed). Don’t wait to
sign up!

August 1 – Jump Into Space
This session will be all about rockets. We will be making two different
kinds of rockets and we will actually
launch them that day and have contests.
August 8 – I Scream, U Scream, We
All Scream for Ice Cream!
This session will be dedicated to that
yummy summer favorite, ice cream!
We will learn how to make ice cream
two different ways, and we’ll also learn
about the wonderful world of dairy and
how ice cream is made.
August 15 - The Wonderful World of
Birds
This session will be all about nature
and birds. We will make a birdhouse
that you can take home and hang in your
backyard to sit and watch the birds. We
will also learn about the different types
of birds that live in Minnesota and the
ones that you can find in your backyard.
August 22 – Get Into the Garden
This session will be geared towards
gardening. We will make a stepping
stone that you can put in your garden,
and we will also be making “chia” pets
that you can keep in your house all year
long.

Scott County Historical Society
Museum, 235 Fuller St. S.,
Shakopee
(952) 445-0378

For more information about these
programs or to register, call the University of Minnesota Extension Service at
(952) 492-5410.

Ah, June… the season of weddings.
Most newlyweds naturally assume
they’re headed for marital bliss after they
toss the bouquet and return the tuxedos.
However, according to Cora FrenchRobinson with the Ohio State University Extension Service, studies show that
over half of newly married couples report serious marital problems within a
year.
Sometimes discord is caused by
poor communication and financial
stress. Communicating effectively is the
key for newlyweds as they strive to manage their money. Sue Hooper, Scott
County Extension Educator, points out
that often people come into a marriage
with very different values about money
management, saving, and spending. Insights come from discussing each other’s
goals… the statements of what one
wants to achieve in life.
Spending goals should be set early
in a marriage, and be based upon shared
values. These goals can serve as a guide
to help the couple spend their money for
things that are most important to both
individuals. Studies show that couples
who write their goals on paper are more
likely to achieve those goals than those
who do not. Goals should be specific
(including a time frame) and attainable,
such as: “We will save $150 a month
for 36 months for a down payment on a
house.”
For richer or poorer, in good times
and bad, it’s possible for spouses to
avoid — or at least defuse — many of
the most common disputes about money
by adding the following resolutions to
their wedding vows:
• Talk about money openly and
matter-of-factly. Silence is not always
golden, and could lead to unpleasant
surprises later.
• Settle the issue of joint versus
separate checking accounts. Either sys-

tem can work if both individuals accept
it. Alternatively, both spouses could contribute to fund a third account for household expenses.
• Designate which spouse will
pay bills, balance the checkbook(s), and
handle investments, or determine how
those duties will be shared.
• Know where your money is.
Even if one spouse handles the finances,
the other spouse needs to touch base
periodically so everyone knows how
much is owed on credit cards and how
much is in retirement accounts.
• Don’t begrudge your spouse
small indulgences. Each of you should
have some money to spend, in an amount
that fits into your budget, with no explanations needed.
• Consult with each other on
large purchases over a certain amount,
such as $100 or $500, depending on
what your budget or reserve fund can
handle. Your partner deserves a say on
big indulgences.
• Don’t criticize your spouse
about money in front of others. Talk
openly, but talk privately.
• Coordinate your responses
when children ask for something, so they
don’t play one parent against the other.
• Discuss your goals regularly,
preferably at a time when you’re not
under pressure to solve a money problem. Even when a couple keeps separate accounts, they still need to coordinate financial plans if they hope to retire together.
This information is from Sara
Croymans of the University of Minnesota Extension Service. If you need help
communicating some of your money
concerns to a partner or working on a
spending plan, call your local financial
educator, Sue Hooper, at the Scott
County Extension office at (952) 4928324 for an appointment.

Control spending -- don’t
let spending control you
A spending plan can help you balance expenses with income as you spend
money, and is one tool in putting you in
control of your money to meet family
needs, wants, and family goals. For any
family, there are three basic strategies
for dealing with a red bottom line:
Change income, change expenses, or
change income and expenses to create a
balance.
If your family would like to learn

how to plan for spending rather than let
it dribble away, call Sue Hooper at the
Scott County Extension office at (952)
492-5383. She will help you set up a
basic spending plan based on your needs,
and explain how to alter the plan to fit
your goals. She can also help with family disagreements over where cuts and
changes in spending should occur. Planning your spending can bring satisfaction and a feeling of being in control.

Don’t let debt collectors harass you
Using your credit card or taking out
a loan creates a debt that you have promised to repay. But if you end up dealing
with collection agencies, knowing your
legal rights can help you cope with this
sometimes stressful and expensive experience.
Both state and federal laws set tough
limits on those who collect debts for others. For example, if you have a dispute
with a collection agency over the amount
of the debt or whether you have a debt
at all, you can require the agency to provide proof of the debt. Just send a written request for the information and the
collection agency must stop collection

efforts until the debt is verified.
For more information, contact the
Minnesota Attorney General’s Office at
(800) 657-3787, or (651) 296-3353 in
the Twin Cities area. Ask for the publication “The Credit Handbook.” This
booklet includes information on your
rights when faced with debt and debt collectors. It also provides ideas for contacting creditors and working out a way
to get your debts paid off. Another publication to order is a fact sheet on debt
counseling: This fact sheet discusses
how to evaluate debt counseling businesses. The publications are free of
charge.
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Assessing at-risk drivers
Did you ever hear the story from your grandpa about how he ordered his driver’s
license through the mail for 25 cents? In the early days of motoring, Americans
learned to drive without any assistance from local, state, or federal government. In
fact, as of 1909, only 12 states and the District of Columbia required all automobile drivers to obtain licenses. The states of Massachusetts and Missouri were the
first to establish drivers’ licensing laws in 1903, but Missouri had no driver examination law until 1952. In some states, the county seat issued driver’s licenses for
50 cents. In Missouri, gas stations sold driver’s licenses for 25 cents. Minnesota
required driver’s licenses in 1933, but didn’t require driver’s license examinations
until 1948.
Today, as we all know, valid driver’s licenses are required to drive a motor
vehicle. Although many of us think driving in Minnesota is a right, it is, in fact, a
privilege. You can also lose your driving privileges if you break certain laws or
fail to meet certain requirements. According to Minnesota law, some people cannot be licensed. Included in this category are those people who have been determined by the Commissioner of Public Safety to be incapable of driving a motor
vehicle safely, either because of a physical or mental disability, or if permitting a
particular person to operate a motor vehicle would be detrimental to public safety.
An “at-risk driver” is one who no
longer has the ability to safely operate a
motor vehicle. Although many of us automatically think “old,” age alone does
not make an individual an at-risk driver.
Some health problems that would affect
driving ability are:
• Seizure or loss of consciousness
• Stroke/arthritis – inability to
tightly grip a steering wheel, reduced
physical strength, inability to easily
move foot from gas to brake pedal, and/
or inability to look over shoulder
• Various forms of dementia – reduced ability to react quickly and decisively to traffic conditions and confusion
• Severe eye ailments – lessened ability to focus on object and shift focus
quickly, lessened ability to focus on fine details, reduced peripheral vision, poor
night vision, sensitivity to glare, and/or weakened depth perception
• Medication side effects/drug interaction (including over the counter) –
drowsiness, blurred vision, dizziness, muscle relaxation
• Hearing loss – inability to hear high-pitched sounds, hearing loss that
leads to inattentive driving, poorly maintained or incorrectly worn hearing aids
If you are concerned that a family member, friend, or acquaintance can no
longer safely operate a motor vehicle, you may request an evaluation of the at-risk
driver. If you are related to the driver, your statement is confidential and the evaluator will not reveal your identity, unless ordered to do so by a court of law.
Your request should be sent to Driver and Vehicle Services, Attn: Medical
Unit, 445 Minnesota St., Ste 170, St. Paul, MN 55101, and it must be in writing,
including the following information:
• Full name and date of birth of the at-risk driver – if available, include
the driver’s license number
• Description of the condition – why you believe the person to be an atrisk driver
• Your name, address, and phone number
After the request is received and reviewed, the reported at-risk driver receives
a letter with an appointment date and time to meet with a DVS Driver Evaluator.
If the reported driver fails to respond to the letter, it may result in the cancellation
of driving privileges.
Once the interview is concluded, the evaluator may require the at-risk driver
to take a driver’s license test (written and road), or require a written physician’s or
vision statement. If it is determined that the at-risk driver must surrender their
driver’s license, the at-risk driver is still eligible for a Minnesota photo identification card.
Reporting an unsafe driver is not the same as reporting an at-risk driver. If you
witness unsafe driving behavior — such as aggressive driving, swerving in and out
of traffic, traveling at a high rate of speed, or any other unsafe maneuvers — you
may file a report with the Minnesota State Patrol through an on-line form. Visit
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety website at www.dps.state.mn.us and
click on State Patrol. On the side menu, chose “Report Unsafe Driving.” As a
result of your complaint, the State Patrol will send a letter to the registered owner
of the vehicle describing the complaint submitted.
We can all recall a time when we shared the road with someone who we thought
shouldn’t be driving. However, don’t forget, “The road goes both ways.” We all
like to consider ourselves good drivers, yet many of us make poor driving decisions every day: following too closely, cutting in front of another vehicle, and not
using turn signals, for example. Driving a motor vehicle isn’t a right in Minnesota,
and it isn’t a competitive sport. Safety on our roadways is everyone’s responsibility.

The Sheriff’s Mounted Reserve Unit assists with crowd control at summer
events. New members are being sought.

Sheriff’s Office Reserve
Units play an essential
supporting role
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office
Patrol Reserve and Mounted Reserve
units are qualified, professional civilian
resources for the Sheriff’s Office, its
personnel, and the citizens of Scott
County during scheduled and “on-call”
activities.
The reserve units are comprised of
volunteers who want to serve the County
by providing public safety support to the
Sheriff’s Office’s licensed deputies. After completing extensive training, the
reserve deputies perform activities such
as traffic direction, crowd control at large
events, security at crime scenes, transportation of individuals to detox facilities, and search and rescue, all of which
would normally require licensed officers to perform. The reserve units help
the Sheriff’s Office stretch its budget and
ensure greater public safety.
The Mounted Patrol Unit is most
visible at the County Fair. Fairgoers notice the reserve officers and their horses
directing traffic, patrolling parking lots
and the pit area of the grandstand, and
monitoring the perimeter of the fairgrounds for suspicious activities.
They’re also there to provide crowd control at the Belle Plaine Barbecue Days

parade, and ride in the Dan Patch Days
parade in Savage.
Performing duties such as these requires a sound horse and thorough training. Mounted patrol officers use their
own horses, each of whom has passed
an annual sensory evaluation of its disposition and temperament. An excellent
training exercise, the sensory evaluation
exposes horses to a variety of obstacles
and stressors that test their calmness and
ability to perform specific duties. These
stressors include flags, firecrackers, balloons, gun shots, and a squad car siren.
Mounted reserve officers also receive training on mounted defense tactics, formation riding, first aid and CPR,
defensive driving, weather spotting, traffic direction, and more. All of this training ensures the reserve officers are ready
for duty when they’re called.
The Mounted Reserves are actively
seeking new members who are at least
21 years old, have a valid Minnesota
driver’s license, and own a gelding or
mare that is at least three years old and
reliable transportation for horse and
equipment. If you’d like more information, leave a message at (952) 496-8321
and someone will return your call.

Sheriff’s Office to host
Youth Catfishing Contest
QUESTION: “What do cops, kids,
and catfish have in common?”
ANSWER: “One fun-filled day on
the Minnesota River!”
Are you someone 12 to16 years of
age who lives or attends school in Scott
County? How would you like to go
catfishing on the Minnesota River with
a law enforcement officer?
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office
is holding their 6th Annual Youth
Catfishing Tournament on Monday,
August 7th. The event will start at 0700
hrs and end with an awards ceremony at
approximately 1600 hrs (that’s 7:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m., for you civilian folks).
Top prizes will be awarded and all

participants will receive a prize. We’ll
supply the fishing gear and other supplies for the day -- all free!
Applications will be accepted starting in July. Watch your local newspapers for more information!
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA benefits -- who is eligible?
From time to time, I come in contact with veterans who are unaware of the
benefits to which they are entitled. Often, these benefits can make all the difference in a veteran’s ability to maintain a safe, healthy, and self-reliant existence.
The following is a good summary of the VA Pension benefit (this information was
obtained from the VA’s website at www.va.gov):
What Is VA Pension?
“Pension” is a benefit paid to wartime veterans with limited income, and who
are permanently and totally disabled or age 65 or older.
Who Is Eligible?
You may be eligible if:
• You were discharged from service under other than dishonorable conditions, and
• You served 90 days* or more of active duty with at least one day during a
period of war time, and
• Your countable family income is below a yearly limit set by law, and
• You are permanently and totally disabled, or you are age 65 or older.
* However, anyone who enlisted after September 7, 1980 generally must have
served at least 24 months or the full period for which called or ordered to active
duty.
Family Income Limits (effective December 1, 2005)
If you are a...
Your yearly income must be less than...
Veteran with no dependents
$10,579
Veteran with a spouse or a child
$13,855
(Veterans with additional children: add $1,806 to the limit for each child)
Housebound veteran with
no dependent
$12,929
Housebound veteran with
one dependent
$16,205
Veteran who needs aid and
attendance and has no dependents
$17,651
Veteran who needs aid and
attendance and has one dependent
$20,924
Note: Some income is not counted toward the yearly limit (for example, welfare benefits, some wages earned by dependent children, and Supplemental Security Income).
How Much Does VA Pay?
VA pays you the difference between your countable family income and the
yearly income limit that describes your situation (see the chart above). This difference is generally paid in 12 equal monthly payments rounded down to the nearest
dollar. You also may be able to reduce your other income with any out-of-pocket
medical expenses you have paid in the past year.
How Can You Apply?
To apply for any benefit from the VA, just contact our office at (952) 4968176. We will be able to tell you what information is needed to determine your
eligibility. We will also take care of completing the application for you.

Families need plans to
prevent fires in homes
Eighty-two percent of all fire deaths
in America occur in the home, and most
electrical home fires start in the bedroom. Deaths due to bedroom fires are
particularly preventable. Having a
working smoke alarm reduces one’s
chance of dying in a fire by nearly a
half. Here’s a list of simple fire safety
tips for preventing house fires:
• Install a smoke alarm on every level of your home. Test smoke
alarm batteries every month and change
them at least once a year. Consider installing a 10-year lithium battery-powered smoke alarm, which is sealed so it
cannot be tampered with or opened.
• Never smoke in bed.
• Replace any mattress that was
made prior to 1973 (the date that the
Federal Mattress Flammability Standard
was enacted).
• Keep lighters, matches and other
ignitable materials in a secured drawer
or cabinet out of reach of children.
Children are one of the highest risk
groups for death in residential fires.

• Keep lit candles away from bedding, curtains, papers and anything else
that can ignite easily. Never leave a
candle unattended.
• Do not run electrical cords
under your bed or trap them against a
wall where heat can build up. Avoid
overloading extension cords.
• Take extra care when using portable heaters. Keep bedding, clothes,
curtains and other flammable items at least
3 feet away from space heaters.
• Use only UL approved electric blankets and warmers. Check to
make sure the cords are in good condition, with no cuts, cracks, or damage.
• Make sure everyone in your family knows at least two escape routes
from their bedrooms and practice these
often.
• In case of a fire in your home,
crawl or stay low to the ground to
keep beneath the heat and smoke. Be
sure to use the escape plan that you and
your family have worked out. Get out
of the house, and stay out.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

History buffs sought for
Historical Society Board
Scott County Historical Society is
looking for people who are enthusiastic
about local history and willing to share
their time and talent with the organization by serving on the SCHS Board of
Directors. Currently, there are vacancies in two positions for three-year
terms, each beginning in November
2006.
The Scott County Historical Society is a countywide professional institution taking a leadership role in the management of the historical resources of
Scott County. It serves its communities
through preserving artifacts and archival material, and making information
available through exhibits, education and
outreach programs. It strives to make
history engaging and relevant for all. In

short, the Scott County Historical Society works to search, save, and share the
history of Scott County.
The Board of Directors is responsible for developing the Society’s strategic plan, working to meet organizational goals, setting policy, overseeing
the financial development of the organization, and acting as ambassadors to
the community. A time commitment of
approximately four hours per month includes attending regular meetings and
Society-sponsored functions, and serving on special committees as needed.
For more information, stop by the
museum at 235 Fuller St. South in
Shakopee, call the museum at (952) 4450378, or visit our website at
www.scottcountyhistory.org.

Catch the Beat Summer
Reading Program begins
Catch the Beat At Your Library!
That’s this year’s theme for the Scott
County Library’s Summer Reading Program at all seven branches, starting
Monday, June 12 and running
through Saturday, August 12. Studies
show that kids who don’t read regularly
over the summer often return to school
reading at a lower level in the fall. To
help keep that from happening, the Scott
County library system offers this free
reading incentive program for kids of all
ages, separated into three groups:
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
For kids who haven’t yet been
to kindergarten
• Sign up June 12 or later.
You’ll receive a reading record to take
home and keep track of how many library books are read to you. When you
bring back the record, you’ll receive a
sticker for every five books you read and
a prize for each completed record (up to
three)!

•

hours, ten
hours, fifteen
hours, and
twenty hours!
• Enter
prize
drawings by
w r i t i n g
“quickie” reviews

• (All
prizes are
subject to availability; some may be substituted with an alternative.)
• Along with great prizes and
reading incentives, each library branch
will feature lots of fun programs and performers, including magicians, book
clubs, musical events, author visits, and
many more programs, both old and new!
For the most current listing of performance times and locations, check our
website at www.scott.lib.mn.us and click
“Summer Reading Program.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
• For kids who have finished
kindergarten through 5th grade
• Sign up June 12 or later. You
will receive bookmarks to take home,
and to help keep track of your progress
through coloring in one drum for every
20 minutes you read library materials (or
have them read to you). Then you can
bring your completed bookmarks back
to the library for prizes:
• Bookmark #1: Catch the Beat
bookmark
• Bookmark #2: Old Country Buffet
coupon
• Bookmark #3: Catch the Beat
plastic tote bag
• Bookmark #4: Papa Murphy’s
mini-pizza coupon
• Bookmark #5: Catch the Beat
pencil
• Bookmark #6: Catch the Beat
eraser
• Bookmark #7: Pick-a-Prize
• Bookmark #8: Local branch prize
• Bookmark #9: “Beat It, I’m
Reading” door hanger
• Bookmark #10: State Fair ticket

For more information on the Scott
County Library summer reading programs, call your local branch or visit the
website. Many thanks to MELSA, Old
Country Buffet, Papa Murphy’s, and the
Minnesota State Fair for generously providing County-wide prizes for the summer reading program, and to the many
local businesses who kindly donate
prizes and sponsor performances for individual branches.

TEEN PROGRAM
For kids who have finished 6th
grade and up
• Sign up June 12 or later and
receive a mood pen and booklet
• Earn prizes by reading five

Savage Library, 13090 Alabama Ave
South, 55378, (952) 707-1770

•

Library Locations and
Contact Numbers
Belle Plaine Library, 125 West Main,
56011, (952) 873-6767
Jordan Library, 230 South Broadway,
55352, (952) 492-2500
New Market Library, 50 Church
Street, 55054, (952) 461-3460
New Prague Library, 400 East Main
Street, 56071, (952) 758-2391
Prior Lake Library, 16210 Eagle Creek
Ave SE, 55372, (952) 447-3375

Shakopee Library, 235 South Lewis
St., 55379, (952) 233-9590

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Compiling a record of baseball in Scott County
Greetings Scott County Baseball Fans,
I’m pinch hitting for Kathleen, Jada, and
Patrick, who usually write this page. Many
of you have asked me what happened to the
articles about baseball in the county. I would
like to write a book about baseball in Scott
County and I would like to give you an idea
of what I’m trying to do and ask again for
your help.
-- Tom Melchior

An Old, Old-Timers
Baseball Tournament.
Jim Vanasek, former New Prague
pitcher recently turned 70 and is still
pitching. Jim and his team from California are coming to Union Hill in July
to play an Old, Old-Timers All-Star team
from Scott County. No one under the
age of 60 is permitted to play.
Recording Baseball History
For the past year I have been researching information about baseball in Scott
County, relying primarily on the newspaper
microfilm at the Stans Museum in Shakopee.
A few teams have kept their scorebooks.
Unfortunately many teams threw away their
scorebooks and some newspapers have carried token coverage of baseball. I have also
received help from many people. Jordan wins
the prize for preserving the history of its
baseball teams. Pete and Gregg Busch gathered statistics for years and Andy Beckius
has taken on the task of updating the material.
Shakopee’s Ken Marschall is a walking
encyclopedia of Shakopee baseball. In fact I
would wager that Ken knows more about
Scott County baseball than anyone else alive.
I was working on the history of the Rock
Springs baseball team when I asked Ken if
he would be interested in helping me research
the Shakopee teams from 1900 to 2006. I
now have the team names, names of the
managers, the names of the leagues in which
the teams played, and records of all major
Shakopee teams from the 1900 Shakopee
Corals, 4-4, to the 2005 Shakopee Indians,
12-14. Don’t bet against Ken about baseball
in the county.
Noreen “Reno” Giesen gets my nomination for the Queen of Baseball Statistics
in Scott County. For the past 30 years Reno
has been the scorekeeper for the Union Hill
Bulldogs. You can find her sitting in the
middle of the dugout, keeping a major-league
like scorebook of every game. I asked Reno
if she could help me write a chapter on Union
Hill’s state tournament games. She gathered
up each scorebook from the past 30 years
(except for 1989) as well as her stat sheets.
Want to know how many home runs John
Masberg hit in 1996? Ask Reno. “John hit
17 home runs top lead the team.” Want to
know what Sean O’Neill’s pitching record
was in 2001? Ask Reno. “He won 10 and
lost none.”

Reno Giesen in the Union Hill dugout
with her scorebook and emergency
bag.

State Tournament teams
I would like to provide information
about every Scott County team that has participated in a state tournament, including
game summaries, box scores, and individual
statistics. Both Jordan and Shakopee have
appeared in the tournament 25 times, so
that’s a whole lot of typing of box scores
and writing summaries. I could use help from
folks in St. Patrick, Prior Lake, and New
Prague gathering this information. Often the
information is not in the newspapers. The
following is an example of one of the team
summaries:
1925: New Prague’s First Tournament
Appearance
New Prague made its first appearance
in the state tournament in 1925, losing to
Pine Lake, 9 to 8. Leonard Suel, New
Prague’s fleet-footed center fielder and leading hitter, managed the team, which was
sponsored by the New Prague Community
Club. New Prague played in the L R S (Le
Sueur-Rice-Scott) Tri County League, which
included teams from New Market, Kilkenny,
Le Sueur Center, Lonsdale, Montgomery,
Jordan, and Waterville. New Prague won the
league title with a record of 10 wins, three
losses, and two ties. New Prague finished
the season with a record of 12 wins, 10
losses, and two ties. Jeff “Lefty” Davis,
Brandt, Shima, F. Ambroz, Rybak, Pelant,
Fairchild, and Bruzek pitched for New
Prague. New Market’s ace hurler Radke,
who was drafted by New Prague, took the
loss to Pine Lake in the first round of the
state tournament. It would be 58 years before New Prague returned to the state tournament in 1983.
Baseball Stories
Do you have a favorite baseball story?
I would like to include a chapter of these
stories. Did you know that in 1948 Belle
Plaine fans refused to drive through downtown Shakopee because of an umpire’s decision? In 1923 irate New Market fans tore
the top off the car of the Belle Plaine players, trying to escape the angry mob. Did you
know that Shakopee’s legend Gordy Gelhaye
played the outfield in stocking feet and never
washed his uniform. According to former
batboy Bill Herzog, Gordy also kept a rancid beef steak in his trunk so he could pad
his catcher’s mitt? Warren Stemmer said that
Gordy chewed cigars and loaded up his
cheek with his chaw. “During a game several fans behind the backstop were giving
Gordy a hard time. He let the pitch roll by
him to the backstop. He strolled back to get
the ball and unloaded a cheek full of juice all
over the guy’s white pants and shoes.” My
nephew Jim Buesgens caught for Belle Plaine
during their golden days of the 1990s. The
Belle Plaine players always carried both sets
of uniforms with them because they never
knew which one Jim would wear to the
game. One night Jim checked his bag and
could not find his uniform pants. When the
flag was raised for the singing of the National Anthem, Jim’s pants were flapping in
the wind just below Old Glory. If stories are
not recorded, they are lost forever, so help
me record them. Please contact me at the
sources listed at the end of this article.
Money, Money, Money
Perhaps you are one of those fans who
thinks that amateur baseball means that players always play “for the fun” of it. Many have
played ball in Scott County for a thanks, a
pop or beer after the game, and a pat on the
back. Hired players, however, have been part
of Scott County baseball for years. Here are
a few examples: Let’s start with Roger
Denzer, who grew up on a farm between
Belle Plaine and Le Sueur. Denzer played
two seasons in the major leagues at the turn
of the century, one for New York and one
for Chicago. In 1905 he pitched for Belle
Plaine and also Jordan. Many references are
made the teams who hired Denzer.

In February 28, 1939 Ronald DeLaHunt
received the following letter from Belle
Plaine’s Fred Keup: Dear Ron:We had a
meeting the other night and have decided to
hire you for the coming baseball season at
$20.00 per game as you mentioned in your
letter. Please let us know at once if you are
accepting this offer. Glad to hear that you
are in good health and ready for another big
season as I think we are going to have the
best club we have had in some time.Yours
truly,
Fred Keup, Secretary. B. P. B. B. Club
The Class A Minnesota River League,
which began in 1948, and ended in 1957 was
filled with hired players, including Johnny
Garbett, Jim Pollard, and Bob Shotliff with
Jordan; Gene O’Brien, George Bodmer,
Rollie Seltz, and Joe Shrake with Belle
Plaine; and Gene Parrish and Jim Geske with
New Prague. Minnesota River League teams
were allowed to have “two outside” players, but in 1950 all but three of Belle Plaine’s
players were paid.
Most pitchers received from $40 to $50
a game. In 1954 I was a 17-year-high school
graduate. I pitched a few innings for the Belle
Plaine Tigers and received one dollar an out
or three dollars per inning.
In 1949 the Shakopee Baseball Association had $14,832.67 in its coffers, profits
from the 1948 season. The 1949 Indians paid
players a total of $4,796.31. Pitcher Ernie
Andrews pitched in 17 games and received
$645 and his catcher Max Mohr received a
team-high $808. Shakopee’s home town
players split $750 at the end of the season.
In 1949 the Shakopee Baseball Association
took in $7,983.31 in gate receipts for the
“first team” and $445.81 for the “second
team.”
I have no proof that games are played
for a purse today, but these “purse games”
games were common years ago. This game
report appeared in the Scott County Argus
on September 30, 1910: The Rock Spring
contested with the Waconia team on the
Carver diamond last Friday afternoon for a
purse of $100. The game stood 8-4 in the
ninth inning in favor of RS [Rock Spring]
when the Waconia boys retired from the field
because they were dissatisfied with the decision of Umpire DuToit who called a runner out while he was trying to reach third
base and ran off the line in the attempt. The
ump decided the game in favor of RS and
they took 60 percent of the purse.
In 1926, a Belle Plaine baseball promoter replaced the hometown players with
semi-pro hired players. During the 1926 season 27 different players passed through the
Belle Plaine dugout, none from Belle Plaine.
Lineups changed for every game because
players were hired by many different teams
throughout the Midwest. Belle Plaine returned to hometown players in 1928.
No-Hit Games
Thirty-three no-hit games have been
pitched by or against Scott County teams.
On June 16, 1905, John “Shooty” Niedenfeur
threw a no-hitter for the Rock Springs
against Jordan. Niedenfeur struck out eight
and walked two to win the game, 6-0. The
following pitchers each threw two no-hit
games: John Niedenfeur, Shakopee; Louis
Klingsborn, Shakopee; Jesse Schwartz,
Shakopee; Marty Donovan, Belle Plaine;
John Freund, Shakopee, Rich Houle,
Shakopee; Mike Tobin, Shakopee, and Brian
Muell, Elko.
On August 16, 1963, sixteen-year-old
Jordan high school junior Jim Busch pitched
a perfect game against Veseli, winning, 2-0.
Kicking
From the late 1800s into the 1930s kicking seemed to be a weekly event among the
Scott County teams. I’m guessing that the
term “kicking” originated because players,
managers, and fans kicked dirt, bases, people
and anything else available while they raged

about whatever happened on or off the field.
Kicking was usually followed by one or both
teams quitting the game. Umpires were fair
game for irate players and fans. During those
early years few leagues were formed, which
made kicking an act without consequence.
Montgomery once traveled 25 miles by a
horse-drawn hayrack to play Belle Plaine.
When the Montgomery players discovered
that Belle Plaine had hired two “ringers”
from Le Sueur, they kicked, refused to play,
and returned to Montgomery.
Here’s a classic example of kicking: June
19, 1924: Jordan Independent
This Game Protested By the Jordan
Team: Umpire Bosel Awards Game
The Extra Inning Starts: And so the
game went into an extra inning. The situation was one Hendersonian out and a runner
on third (three base hit), when another
Henderson batsman drove a hot liner out past
first base. Umpire Bosel declared it a fair
ball. The Jordan nine claims it was so widely
and manifestly a foul ball that they refused
to accept Mr. Bosel’s decision and accordingly, after waiting the regulation time for
play to resume, he called the game in favor
of Henderson 9 to 0.

Elko manager Terry Fredrickson
Longevity: Terry, Charlie, and Gary
This season Terry Fredrickson begins his
30th year of filling out the lineup for the Elko
Express. Elko’s baseball fortunes changed
in that spring of 1976 when 19-year-old
Terry took over the job of managing of the
team. “I managed the team because no one
else wanted to do it,” said Fredrickson. “The
only playing experience I had was with our
Town and Country team (a team for youngsters). I did not play baseball in high school,
so when I started pitching most of the experience I got was during the games. I pitched
and managed for ten years and then in 1985
I injured my back. Since then I have just managed. Elko made its first state tournament
appearance in 1985. Since then Fredrickson
has taken them to the state tournament 10
times. His overall state tournament record
is 19 wins and 13 losses.
Charlie Larca and Gary Schleper
According to the Jordan website,
Charlie Larca has been managing the Brewers for 20 years and leads all managers in
wins and trips to the state tournament. Gary
Schleper begins his 17th year as the playermanager for the Shakopee Indians.
See You at the Ball Game
Check your favorite team’s schedule and
take in a game. Check the following website
for team schedules: http://www.minnesota
baseball.org
Tom Melchior
e-mail: tsmelch@msn.com
952-445-4109
1901 W. 125th St.
Shakopee, MN 55379
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No-till drill and
grass seeder
available for rent
Looking for some inexpensive no-till equipment
for your land? The Scott SWCD will have three drills
and a hand seeder available for rental for the upcoming planting season. Rentals for all our equipment is
taken on a first come, first served basis.
The District has worked hard to promote and encourage no-till production in Scott County because of
the environmental and economical benefits it provides.
It is encouraging that many of you have responded
positively to this alternative method of crop production.
The John Deere 1560 No-Till Drill has a planting width of 15 feet. The drill is equipped for soybeans and small grain, with a grass seed attachment to
interseed alfalfa or renovate pastures. The most common practice of no-till has been solid seeding soybeans
or sorghum into corn residue.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

County undertakes 2006
road construction projects
1. CSAH 15 in Helena Township—Replace
Bridge
2. CSAH 15 in Sand Creek Township—
Replace Bridge
3. CSAH 23 in Cedar Lake Township—
Replace Bridge
4. CSAH 51 in Blakeley Township—Replace
Bridge
5. CSAH 101 from CSAH 17 to Memorial
Park—Reconstruction
6. CSAH 8 at Railroad Crossing—RR
Crossing Signal/Gates
7. CSAH 17 at Railroad Crossing—RR
Crossing Gates

8. CSAH 37 at TH 19—Traffic Signal and
Intersection Improvements (delayed to
2007)
9. CSAH 42 at Huntington/Glendale
(Segment 8) - Backage Roads
10. CSAH 5 (Kittson Blvd 1/4 mile south of
Century to CR 64) - Construct four lane
divided on new alignment
11. CSAH 16 at CSAH 83—Reconstruct to
four lane divided
12. CSAH 82 from CSAH 21 to CSAH 17—
Reconstruct to four lane divided

The Great Plains No-Till Drill has a planting
width of seven feet. The drill is equipped for seeding
native grasses, small grain, grass and legume. Boxes
allow for seeding a variety of grasses and legumes.
The drill is also very useful in renovating pastures and
seeding waterways and filter strips.
The Brillion Grass Seeder has a planting width
of 10 feet. The seeder is equipped for seeding native
grasses, alfalfa, brome grass, and turf grasses. The
drill is very useful in seeding filter strips, lawns, CRP
fields, and waterways. This drill in intended to be used
on clean tilled land only.
The Native Grass and Wildflower hand seeder
is ideal for areas that are too small, too steep, or inaccessible for other types of seeding equipment. Areas
one to two acres or less are perfect candidates for this
piece of equipment.
The cost to rent the drills will depend on the land
location in Scott County and the amount of residue
remaining after planting. Contact the office for rental
rates and drop charges if they apply. If you are interested in renting any of the above equipment, or would
like more information, please contact Scott Schneider
or Jodi Worm at the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District office at (952) 492-5425.

SWCD, MVEC collaborate on wood duck project
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) recently worked
with the Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative (MVEC) to enhance wetlands
in the City of Savage by installing wood
duck houses on abandoned power poles.
The wood duck is considered to be
the most beautiful duck in North
America, if not in the world, by many
naturalists and hunters. Wood ducks normally nest in cavities of trees but can
often be induced to nest in artificial nesting boxes such as the one shown.
Opportunities to use abandoned
power poles to support wood duck
houses become available when power
lines are rerouted or put underground
during redevelopment. The poles, which
are no longer needed to support lines,
are cut off at about 10 – 15 feet and wood
duck houses attached. One or more
wood duck house can be attached to the
poles to provide valuable nesting habitat for the popular waterfowl.
The Boudin’s Acres Development in
Savage is the latest opportunity for the
SWCD, in cooperation with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and Minnesota Waterfowl Association, to provide
wood duck houses to MVEC.
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District has a long history of
partnering with many local, state, and
federal natural resource protection agencies to provide technical and financial
assistance to Scott County landowners
to implement conservation practices.

Water Conservation District some of the
programs include the tree program, costshare for conservation practices, and
wetland restorations in cooperation with
USFWS. To find out about these programs and many others please visit our
website at www.scottswcd.org.

Free Seed for Set Aside
Acres or Other Wildlife
Food/Cover Plots

Jodi Worm of Scott SWCD hands Joe
Jutz, MVEC lineman, a wood duck
house to install on a retired pole in
the Savage area.

Many valuable conservation programs
are offered through the Scott Soil and

The Scott County chapter of Pheasants Forever will provide free corn, and
sorghum seed for set-aside acres or other
land for those who wish to plant cover
and food plots for wildlife.
The principal objective of food and
cover plots is to establish safe foraging
patterns that restrict unnecessary movements and provide a dependable source
of food to help carry wildlife through
the winter in good condition. It also helps
to underscore the importance of establishing food plots closely adjacent to
existing winter cover. Otherwise, the
plots must provide significant cover in
addition to being a source for food.
Corn and sorghum are generally accepted as the most appropriate and reliable food sources. Soybeans, millets,
wheat, rye, and buckwheat — although
good sources of food — tend to lodge
and get buried by snow, making them
less reliable sources and forcing wildlife into the open in order to get to them.
After selecting a food plot variety,

the two
most critical factors
to consider
are the size
and location of the
plot. It is
not uncommon
for blizzards to fill
the outer
2 5 - 5 0
rows of
standing corn or sorghum in a single
storm. Large (three- to ten-acre) food
plots are most desirable for countering
winter blizzards.
Pheasants Forever has supplied the
Scott SWCD with seed for the past 19
years. The types of seed available for
the 2006 planting season will include the
corn, grain, and forage sorghum. The
food or cover plots are to be left over
winter of 2006/2007, and not to be harvested until spring of 2007.
The seed provided is to be used for
wildlife habitat only and a minimum of
two acres is highly recommended.
Landowners will be responsible for the
planting and maintaining of the food
plot. Sign up for and pick up seed at the
Scott SWCD office in Jordan. For further information, contact Jodi Worm at
(952) 492-5416.

