The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-based services.
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“Evenings in the Garden” offered

Free gardening program begins June 7 at fairgrounds

Fun in the sun!

This issue is packed with ideas
for fun, summertime activites
right here in Scott County.

Casey family honored

The Rob Casey family has
been named the U of M Scott
County Farm Family of 2012.
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Improving safety

June 7 (6:30 - 8:30 p.m.) Garden Kick-Off Special
Event (rain or shine) -- Activities for everyone include
presentations on entryway garden design, pruning trees and
shrubs, rose care, “Plant a Row for the Hungry,” and geocaching. The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
will also be on hand to discuss conservation efforts that
make a difference for our natural resources.
The following sessions will be held, weather permitting,
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Garden:
June 14 – Raingarden maintenance: Step-by-step instructions to maintain the function and aesthetics of your
raingarden.
June 21 – Chickens in the garden: Practical information for raising chickens and using them to improve your
garden. Includes a special evening activity the whole family
GARDENING to page 5

Master Gardeners plant and care for a garden
at the Scott County Fairgrounds and then use
it as a teaching tool for the “Evenings in the
Garden” program.

County Commissioner districts redrawn
Following the national Census,
state and local governments are required to redraw their elective district
boundaries so representation among
districts remain as equal as possible.
On February 21, 2012, the Minnesota Supreme Court issued its order
establishing new congressional and
legislative boundaries for the state.
Upon the issuance of this order, Scott

County’s cities and townships began
the process for adjusting their precinct boundaries. As of March 20,
2012, all of the cities and townships
reestablished their precinct boundaries. The establishment of city and
township precinct boundaries then
triggered the County’s redistricting
process. State statutes provide that
counties have until May 1, 2012 to

District

2010 Population

Variance change
in population

1
2
3
4
5

24,089
24,718
25,510
34,362
21,249

1,897
268
476
8,376
4,737

reestablish commissioner district
boundaries.
The 2010 Census shows the population of current Scott County Commissioner Districts as 129,928 people
and that the average per district would
be 25,986 people. The population by
the old district lines and variance is
shown in the chart below:
NEW DISTRICTS to back page

Variance % change
in population

7.300%
1.031%
1.832%
32.233%
18.229%

Previous
districts
provided an
inequitable
distribution
of the
county’s
population.

County Fair to feature big name bands

You won’t want to miss out on all the exciting entertainment the Scott County Fair
has to offer. Whatever your taste in music
or entertainment may be, you’re sure to find
several acts or performances you’ll love at
the Fair. Even better? Once you arrive at the
Fair, all Beer Garden, Entertainment Square,
and Gazebo performances are free!

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Scott County Government Center
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SHAKOPEE, MN
55379
PERMIT No. 155

Summer Reading program
offers prizes, entertainers
Pages 6-8

Evenings in the Garden -- a series of informal outdoor
sessions, free to the public -- will take place on Thursday
evenings at the Teaching Garden on the Scott County Fairgrounds near Jordan. The series kicks off with a special
event on June 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Each following session runs from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., weather permitting, and
includes presentations and informal discussions with two
Scott/Carver Master Gardeners.

Beer Garden Stage:
Thursday: Rum Runners (8 p.m. –
midnight)
Friday: Rocket Club (9:45 p.m. – 12:30
a.m.)
Saturday: All Star Karaoke – (3 p.m. –
9:30 p.m.; GB Leighton (9:45 p.m. – 12:30
a.m.)
Sunday: White Sidewalls (1 p.m. – 5 p.m.)
Magician Kevin Hall will return to the free stage this year
at Entertainment Square. Big name bands being featured
include the White Sidewalls and GB Leighton.

Entertainment Square Stage:
Thursday: Magician Kevin Hall, 12:30
p.m., 3 p.m., 4:30 p.m.
COUNTY FAIR to page 3
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Enjoy the many activities of summer
Spring and summer are truly wonderful seasons, and while this year the weather seems to have confused and intermixed the two, we are off to a grand and glorious start. After the not-so-long or cold winter, the earth has come back to life, the
grass is green, the trees are filling out, and the flowers are beginning to bloom; our
colorful world is awakening after its winter slumber.
The power of spring and summer and their regenerative effects are evident.
The joy and beauty of new life as the bulbs that were planted in the fall begin to
grow, the seedlings are nestled in the garden, and the home improvement projects
begin to take shape. Spring also signals the beginning of the outdoor summer
sports season. From the fishing opener to the first swing of the bat or golf clubs,
from the ability of the avid bikers and hikers to hit the trails to kids playing pickup
games in the sandlot, spring rejuvenates us and prepares us for the enjoyment and
glory of summer.
And yes, the glory of summer: warm
winds, crystal blue sky shining upon us,
picnics and family reunions, dripping ice
cream cones, and endless hours of imaginative play for children. Tree climbing,
building forts, flying kites, swimming,
fishing, golfing, and other games -- summers enable children (and adults as well)
to cultivate interests and memories that
can last a lifetime. The gift of relaxed and
relaxing summer days is indeed precious;
they allow the time and space for magical activities that tap into the forces of
Summer days are precious.
creativity.
One of the best ways to enjoy the summer is to explore and discover the parks
and trails throughout the County and the region through our partnership with Three
Rivers. From more than twenty regional parks, park reserves, and special activity
facilities, to the hundreds of miles of trails within and connecting the parks, this
partnership provides a multitude of opportunities to explore, enjoy nature, and
play your favorite activities. Whether it’s art, history, gardening, or nature, our
regional parks are there to educate, inspire, and excite. Additionally, from archery,
to golf, biking, boating, fishing, hiking, swimming, horseback riding, or camping,
the park system and its many trails have any number of places, programs, and activities for everyone to enjoy. (See pages 9-12 for more information.)
One of the biggest benefits of summer for everyone is the ability to play. There
is compelling evidence of the essential need for this age-old, childhood pastime.
So, encourage the kids in your life to engage in the simple pleasures that will
create and strengthen the most glorious and blissful memories of their childhood
summers—and potentially rekindle yours.

Are you registered to vote?
With the filing period for elections
closing June 5, it’s time to think about
voting. The state’s Primary Election
Day is August 14, 2012, so don’t wait
— register now by completing a voter
registration application.
If you are currently registered to
vote, you do not need to register again
unless you have moved to a different
address, changed your name, or have
not voted at least once within the last
four years. Pre-registration closes 20
days before each election. To be preregistered to vote in the August 14
Primary Election, you must register
by July 24, 2012. Applications can
be obtained from www.co.scott.mn.us,
www.sos.state.mn.us, any Scott County library, or the Scott County Government Center.
Once registered, locating your polling location is easy. Just visit the “Elections and Voting” page on the Scott
County website (www.co.scott.mn.us
-- click “Find Polling Location”). This

will
take
you to the
poll finder
link on the
Minnesota
Secretary of
State website at www.
sos.state.
mn.us

Absentee Voting

If you will be unable to vote at your
polling location on August 14, 2012,
you may apply for an absentee ballot by
mail or in person at Scott County Customer Service/Elections, 200 4th Ave.
W. (Room GC102), Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379. Absentee ballot applications are available on the Scott County
website at www.co.scott.mn.us or by
calling (952) 496-8560 or (952) 4968150. Absentee voting will take place
June 29 through August 13, 2012.

Customer service hours changed

Scott County’s customer service counter at the Government
Center is now open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Hours on Thursday are from 8
a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Anyone with questions can also call (952) 496-8150.

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

County Board meetings through August 2012
-County Board meeting
-County Board meeting
-no meeting
-County Board meeting

July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

------

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board workshop

August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, see Board
agendas, and read previous Board meeting minutes. The Board proceedings may
also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to
your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information
about County Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952)
496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens
to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as
they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement
staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and
citizens. There are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District.
Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible
to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are four vacancies on the council in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 4.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Health and
Human Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs,
needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews,
and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding
Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin
and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed Management Organization. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; implements the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and
works on associated program goals and projects. The commission consists of
seven members representing specific watershed areas.
Commissioner Districts:
(Please note – these boundaries have changed due to redistricting; see article on page 1 for more information.)
District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, the portion of
New Prague within Scott County; and precinct 5 in the City of Shakopee.
District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 2 and 3 in the City of Prior
Lake.
District 3 – The City of Shakopee precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4 – The City of Prior Lake except precincts 2 and 3; and precincts 9,
10, 11, and 13 in the City of Shakopee.
District 5 – The City of Savage.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Caseys named Scott County
U of M Farm Family of 2012

By Laura Kieser, Scott County Extention Ag Educator
The University of Minnesota Extension Farm Family recognition program
is designed to demonstrate the University’s appreciation of agricultural families
living in Minnesota communities, to recognize the many contributions of these
families to their communities and to agriculture, and to foster appreciation and
understanding of the University and its research and extension missions related to
agriculture.
These families contribute by producing the food all of us consume, but-- just as
importantly -- they contribute to their communities by actively participating in an
array of organizations and providing leadership in many areas and events.
University of Minnesota Extension – Scott County would like to recognize
Casey Acres Inc., and the family of Rob and Pat Casey as being selected for the
2012 Scott County Farm Family of the Year. Casey Acres has been in the Casey
family since 1855. Rob and Pat are the fifth generation, and Pat’s son Calvin represents the sixth generation. The family milks 100 Holsteins and crops approximately 1,600 acres of corn, soybeans, and alfalfa. Calvin also operates a 40-head
cow/calf/beef herd.
The Casey family splits duties on the farm. Helen handles the book keeping.
Rob and Pat handle day-to-day chores working with cows as well as fieldwork.
Calvin is a full time employee on the farm. Colin, Kalyn, and Kylee also help
with feeding calves and milking. Jake, Rob and Pat’s nephew, helps with daily
chores and field work when not in school at Prior Lake High School.
The Casey family is very involved in the community. They belong to St. Michael’s Catholic Church. Rob, Pat, and Calvin are all Farm Bureau members.
Rob and Pat are both members of the Knights of Columbus #4914. In addition to
those commitments, Rob serves as the Farm Service Agency Vice Chairman and
the Credit River Cemetery Vice President. Pat is a Scott/LeSueur American Dairy
Association board member. Calvin is a Scott County Dairy Herd Improvement
Association director.
The farm belongs to a variety of cooperatives and organizations that support
the community, including Hastings Creamery Cooperative, River Country Cooperative, Genex Cooperative, Minnesota Soybean Processors Cooperative, Farmers
Union, Scott/LeSueur County Corn Growers, and Soybean Growers Association.
The Casey family has always supported University of Minnesota Extension
and Extension programs. They hosted the second Scott County City to Country
Tour, and have agreed to be part of the tour again in 2012. They have also shared
their farming practices with others through field days on their farm and by hosting
school groups.
Congratulations to Helen, Pat, Rob, Calvin, Colin, Kalyn, Kylee, and Jake for
continuing to show the impact and importance of agriculture in our community!
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Positive “out of school” time
options available for kids
With summer landing on our doorstep, many parents are looking for positive out of school time options to occupy their kids’ summer hours. Out of
school time programs can have strong,
positive effects on children’s academic,
social, and emotional lives. The National Institute on Out of School Time
notes that this is especially true for students whose personal circumstances
put them at higher risk of school failure. Some research even suggests that
what students do during their out of
chool time hours has as much bearing
on their success as what they do during
the school days.
This is why it is so important to get
your children involved in programming
that will make a lasting impact on their
lives. The 4-H Program provides kids
opportunities to be involved in a community of young people across America
who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 4-Hers do this in a
number of ways. First, they can start locally in a 4-H club. Scott County offers
4-H clubs in all of our communities.
There, they can learn about any topic
in which they are interested. 4-Hers
can then go on to participate in project
days, camps, public speaking contests,
4-H fairs, conferences (locally and
nationally), and so much more! Some
youth participate through afterschool
programs or other adventure opportunities. Each 4-H member defines their
own 4-H experience, so the possibilities
are endless!
Youth can start their 4-H experience
in kindergarten and can go one year
past high school. The program is open
to all people without regard to race,
color, sex, religion, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, marital status,
disability, or physical or mental disability. In the 4-H program, youth become
involved in projects ranging from robotics to veterinary science to clothing.

Currently, there are over sixty project
areas for kids to choose from with areas
of project interest for everyone. There
is a $15 fee to become a member of the
Scott County 4-H program.
The Scott County 4-H Program is
run by University
of Minnesota Extension staff and
by screened adult
volunteers. Adult
volunteers
can
contribute to 4-H
in many different ways: Many
adults choose to help 4-H as a club leader, managing a club and allowing youth
to pursue their interests with guidance.
Others adults choose to help clubs with
projects and lend their personal expertise, judge or help with exhibits at
fairs, volunteer at different 4-H events,
or even help the County 4-H staff with
programs or other events. Volunteers
help keep the 4-H program in motion,
contributing their time and dedication
to the education of 4-H members and
their families.
This summer, the Scott County 4-H
Program has a huge menu of events in
which all children in Scott County can
become involved. From camping to
photography, from gardening to cooking, from art to science -- we have the
works! Programs will be taking place
in several sites in Scott County: Jordan,
Belle Plaine, New Prague, Prior Lake,
and Shakopee.
You do not need to be enrolled in the
4-H program to attend any of the events;
all programs are open to all families
throughout the County. Please call
(952) 492-5410 or e-mail Abby Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu at the Scott
County 4-H Office with questions on
any 4-H events this summer or to learn
more about becoming a 4-H member or
an adult volunteer. And remember to
Get Green with Scott County 4-H!

4-H Olympic Day Camp at
fairgrounds is open to everyone
Not only is school out for the summer, the Summer Olympics are just
around the corner. Join your 4-H
friends at the Scott County Fairgrounds
in Jordan, where Extension 4-H staff
and teen volunteers will lead you in fun,
Olympic-style games, activities, crafts,
science, and fitness activities. Lunch
and snacks will be provided. (Please let
us know if you have any food allergies
when registering.)

The Rob and Pat Casey of rural Prior Lake have been named the U of
M 2012 Farm Family of the Year. Pictured are Helen, Calvin, Pat, and
Rob Casey. Rob is also a member of the Farm Advisory Board.

County Fair

From page 1

Friday: Magician Kevin Hall, 2 p.m.,
3 p.m., 7 p.m.; local teen bands, 8:30.10:30 p.m.
Saturday: Magician Kevin Hall. 12
p.m.; amateur talent contest, 2 p.m.;
Voodoo Butter, 8 -10:30 p.m.
Several other local groups, plus
many performances from 4H groups,
are yet to be scheduled. Be sure to
check the website for updates. In addition to the great entertainment, plan to
enjoy all the other Fair favorites, includ-

ing draft horse shows, motocross, demo
derby, tractor pull, carnival rides and
games, Kids’ Day -- Thursday, ranch
rodeo, stock dog challenge, open class
and 4H animal shows, children’s pedal
tractor pull, and commercial exhibits.
Also, don’t forget about all that fabulous Fair food!
Be sure to check out the Fair’s
new and improved website at www.
scottcountyfair.com for complete information and schedules.

Please wear play clothes and tennis
shoes, since you may get dirty and wet!
Registration is due by Monday, June
11. Cost is $15 for 4-H members, and
$20 for non-members. Please call (952)
492-5410 to sign up. Space is limited,
so don’t wait!

•

K-3rd Cloverbuds – Monday,
June 25, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

•

3rd-5th grade – Tuesday, June
26, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Artist will teach kids to paint
Have you have ever wanted to paint
without investing in expensive supplies? If so, then Let’s Paint Run-AWays is for you!
Let’s Paint Run-A-Ways will be
bringing a professional, nationallyknown artist right to the Scott County
Extension Office in Jordan to teach a
class to 4-H members and their friends
on July 12 from 2 - 5 p.m. Classes are
designed so that you will leave with a
finished painting. At this class, all supplies are furnished -- you just need to
bring your willingness to learn how to
paint. The painting classes are based
on the follow-the-leader, learning by
example – and no one gets left behind!

Students
will learn about
color
mixing,
blending,
and
brush
techniques. Painting
will be executed
in acrylic on 11”
x 14”canvas panels. Artists of all
ages and skill levels are welcome! You
do not need to be a 4-H member to attend. This class is open to all youth in
grades 3 through 12. The cost of the
class is $25; to register, please call (952)
492-5410. Space is limited, please register by July 6.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Preparing for extreme heat

Ah, summer -- being outside, taking vacations, and enjoying the warm weather.
Despite what most of the country assumes, in Minnesota we can expect some extreme heat days with high dew points. According to the National Weather Service,
the magnitude of deaths and illnesses from extreme heat events is often underreported and little understood by the general public. Although most heat-related
deaths and illnesses are preventable, from 1979 to 2003, more people in the U.S.
died from extreme heat than from hurricanes, lightning, tornadoes, floods, and
earthquakes combined (as reported in the National Weather Service’s 2012 report).
Extreme heat events can make people very ill. According to MDH, extreme
heat can cause a range of health problems from relatively minor health issues (such
as a heat rash) to life-threatening conditions, such as heat stroke. Extreme heat
can aggravate some chronic diseases, such as heart conditions and respiratory illnesses. Extreme heat can increase formation of certain air pollutants that can affect
people’s health. Everyone is susceptible to heat-related illnesses, but some people
may be more susceptible because of factors that increase exposure to the extreme
heat and/or affect their ability to stay cool.
The body needs to maintain an internal temperature of 98.6°F to function properly. When it is hot outside, the body becomes challenged to stay cool. When the internal temperature rises, the human body’s ability to perform critical functions becomes impaired and a person becomes susceptible to serious adverse health effects.
Heat exhaustion is the most common heat-related illness. Signs and symptoms
of heat exhaustion include dizziness, thirst, fatigue, headache, nausea, visual disturbances, weakness, anxiety, confusion, and vomiting. Treatment involves monitoring the person in a cool, shady environment and ensuring adequate hydration.
Untreated heat exhaustion can progress to heatstroke, which can be fatal.
Heat stroke is a life-threatening adverse effect of exposure to extreme heat
most often seen when the body temperature increases to 104 degrees or higher.
This indicates profound dehydration. A person suffering from heat stroke will also
have a sudden onset of symptoms – confusion or loss of consciousness, rapid and
strong pulse, hot, red and dry skin, headache, nausea, and vomiting. Because of the
profound dehydration, the body also has a significant electrolyte deficiency and is
unable to maintain heat diffusion through the skin. The normal regulation of body
temperature is no longer intact. The mortality rate can be as high as 50 percent if not
properly treated. If you observe these symptoms, immediately call 911. While
waiting for emergency assistance, the affected person should be taken immediately
to a cool, shady area. Cool the person down with immersion in cool water and spray
the person with cool water while fanning the person vigorously. Place ice packs
wrapped in cloth on the neck, underarm, and groin area. If the person is conscious
and able to tolerate fluids, give them something cool to drink, preferable a beverage
with electrolytes such as Gatorade.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered
Scott County Public Health identified a need for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who are uninsured, underinsured,
and underserved. Through a partnership
with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community, Scott County Public Health
has started to provide adult and child
health screening, preventative health
care, health information, and assistance
with connecting to ongoing health care
and other local resources.
The services are provided with the
use of the Mobile Health Unit, owned
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community. This partnership enables
services to be brought directly to those
in need by having the clinic go to various locations within Scott County.
The June Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
Friday, June 15, 2 – 5 p.m. at the
Scott County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension), 7151 190th St W, Suite 100,
Jordan
Friday, June 29, 2 – 5 p.m. at the
Savage Public Library, 13090 Alabama

Leslie Diaz Alvarez of Farmington
recently joined the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) staff in Jordan. In her
role as soil conservationist,
she will work with District
Conservationist Katundra Shears,
Soil Conservation Technician
Andy Porupsky, and other Farm
Service Agency and Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District
staff at the office located on the
Scott County Fairgrounds. She
began her duties in March.

During periods of extreme heat, people can take certain precautions to prevent
heat-related illnesses. The most important thing people can do to prevent illnesses
from extreme heat is to stay cool and hydrated.

•
•
•
•
•

Stay indoors, in an air-conditioned place.
Visit air-conditioned places (e.g., malls, libraries) if your home is hot.
Electric fans will not prevent heat-related illnesses when the temperature
reaches the high 90s and above.
Wear lightweight, light-colored, loose fitting clothing.
Take a cool shower or bath.

If you must be outside in the heat:
• Limit outdoor activity to morning and evening hours.
• Avoid strenuous exercise: If you must exercise, pace yourself.
• Drink plenty of fluids and rest often in the shade.
Check on persons at more risk to extreme heat:
• Do not leave children or pets in cars!
• Check on the elderly and other vulnerable persons frequently and monitor
them for signs or symptoms of heat illnesses.
• Encourage friends and relatives to check on vulnerable persons in their family and/or in their neighborhood.
Stay informed.
• Listen daily to the local news for the weather forecast.
• Get health and safety information from your local public health department.
• Learn about the symptoms of heat-related illnesses, watch out for the symptoms, and carry out preventive measures and first aid.

Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated as information becomes available on
the Scott County website.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to healthcare, health education, and
outreach for health-related services to
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk populations in Scott County.
For more information on mobile
health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or on the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us.

Soil conservationist
joins NRCS staff

Prepared by the Minnesota Department of Health with information from CDC’s
Tips for Preventing Heat-Related Illness; http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heattips.asp

Stay cool!

The July Mobile Health Clinic will
be held:
Friday, July 13, 2 – 5 p.m. at the Russian Evangelical Baptist Church, 1205
10th Ave, Shakopee

Mobile Health Clinic

Extreme Heat Tip Sheet for Individuals

Stay hydrated!
• Drink plenty of fluids, especially water.
• Do not wait until you are thirsty before you drink fluids (except if advised to
reduce fluid intake by your doctor).
• Avoid drinking alcohol and drinks that are high in sugar.
• Avoid very cold drinks — they can cause stomach cramps.

Avenue, Savage

County Fair 4-H Camp is
seeking participants
Would you like a personal tour of
the Scott County Fair to see cows, bunnies, sheep, goats, chickens, and pigs?
Would you like to look at photography,
foods, and craft exhibits? All youth who
have completed grades K-5th are invited
to participate in Scott County Fair 4-H
Camp. Daycare centers/providers are
also welcome to bring younger members, but must provide supervision.
Participants will meet 4-H Club
members for tours and hands-on animal
experiences during the Fair (at the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan). Each
youth will receive a vanilla or chocolate
malt from the 4-H malt stand, a craft,
and a take-home bag. To register for
4-H Camp Fair, choose from two available time slots: Thursday, July 26 from
12:30 – 3 p.m., and Friday, July 27 from
9:30 a.m. – noon. Registration is due
by Friday, July 13. The cost is $10 per

youth. Groups of three or more paying
youth will receive one free day parking
pass (a $10 value).
To register or for more information, contact Sara Wagner at (952) 4925410 or by e-mail at dunc0088@umn.
edu. Don’t forget to register for the Fair
Camp by July 13, 2012!

4-H camp counselor
training scheduled

Summer Day Camp Counselor
Training will be held on Tuesday,
June 19 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Scott
County Extension Office in Jordan.
This is open to all sixth through
twelfth graders in Scott County;
you do need to be a 4-H member.
Contact Sara or Abby at (952) 4925410 for more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Technologies and human-made hazards

In past articles, we’ve covered numerous types of hazards for which we try to
prepare. We know that, in general, our biggest risks involve weather… blizzards,
lightning, straight-line winds, tornadoes, and -- of course -- flooding.
However, there are other hazards to consider; these include technological and
accidental hazards (such as power outages, hazardous materials spills, or releases
and household chemical emergencies). These types of hazards can cause major
problems and occur with little or no warning. The information below is courtesy
of www.ready.gov. This article will cover a few simple steps you can take to be
prepared for these or other emergencies; plans and preparations made in advance
could save you precious time and help keep you and your family both safe and
comfortable
An incident that can happen at any time of the year is an electrical power outage. We know severe weather can cause a power outage, but transportation accidents, equipment failure, or human error may also cause you to lose electricity.
The time of the year, reason for the outage, or your specific circumstances will help
determine your response. For example, you might decide to get in your car and go
someplace cooler (or warmer), depending on the season.
Perhaps you don’t drive or you decide to stay home and ride it out. If you’re
more inclined to stay home here are some tips to help you prepare.
Before a blackout:
• Prepare an emergency kit and develop a family communication plan.
• Fill plastic containers with water and place them in the refrigerator and
freezer if there’s room. Leave about an inch of space inside each one,
because water expands as it freezes. This chilled or frozen water will help
keep food cold during a temporary power outage.
• Keep your car’s gas tank at least half full, because gas stations rely on
electricity to power their pumps.
• Know where the manual release lever of your electric garage door opener
is located and how to operate it. Garage doors can be heavy, so you may
need help to lift it.
The emergency kit mentioned above is simply a collection of basic items your
household may need in the event of an emergency. This means having your own
food, water, and other supplies in sufficient quantity to last for at least 72 hours.
Remember, if one of your basic services such as electricity is cut off, it might take
several days, a week, or even longer before it comes back on.
During a blackout:
• Use only flashlights for emergency lighting. Never use candles during a
blackout or power outage due to extreme risk of fire.
• Keep refrigerator and freezer doors closed to keep your food as fresh as
possible. If you must eat food that was refrigerated or frozen, check it
carefully for signs of spoilage.
• Do not run a generator inside a home or garage.
• Listen to local radio and to a battery- or generator-powered television for
updated information.
• Do not call 911 for information — call only to report a life-threatening
emergency.
• Provide plenty of fresh, cool water for your pets.
Okay, so you’ve put together a kit, talked to your family, and know how to communicate should a blackout take place. The next hazard we can discuss is a hazardous materials (“hazmat”) incident.
We know chemicals are a part of everyday life. We have them at home; they are
transported daily by trucks and railroad, or are stored and are used by business and
government agencies in every community. If an accident or release happens in your
neighborhood, you might need your emergency kit and communications plan to
stay safe. Consider adding some plastic sheeting and duct tape to your kit. If you’re
asked to shelter in your home, you might need this to keep fumes from coming in
around door frames or windows.
If you’re asked to evacuate, do so immediately and follow the routes recommended by local officials, as shortcuts you normally use may not be safe. Other
steps to take may include:
• Stay tuned to a radio or television for information on evacuation routes,
temporary shelters, and procedures.
•

If you have time, minimize contamination in the house by closing all
windows, shutting all vents, and turning off attic fans.

•

Take pre-assembled disaster supplies.

•

Remember to help your neighbors who may require special assistance -infants, elderly people, and people with access and functional needs.

If you’re requested to stay indoors, some steps you should consider taking
include:
• Bringing pets inside.
•

Close all exterior doors and windows. Close vents, fireplace dampers,
and as many interior doors as possible.
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Participants in the free “Evenings in the Garden” program will learn
to grow and harvest herbs and vegetables, and collect seeds for next
year’s garden. An evening about garden photography and composting
will also be featured.

Gardening

From page 1

will enjoy!
June 28 – Best perennial maintenance ideas: Hands-on demonstration
of dead-heading, pinching, pruning, and
dividing garden perennials.
July 5 – Guided garden tour: Take
a tour of the 24 Fairgrounds Teaching
Gardens while you discover several
Minnesota Moments. Tour includes the
snow garden; Gophers, Twins, and Vikings gardens; urban garden, and much
more. Attendees will be able to ask
questions about their own gardens.
July 12 – Herbs: Learn to grow, harvest, and use herbs in a variety of ways.
July 19 – Garden pests: Focus on
weed and insect identification, along
with proper control methods.
July 25 – Scott County Fair Garden
tours: Enjoy the sights and sounds of
the Fair and be sure to stroll through the
gardens, which will be staffed from 1
pm until 7 pm.
August 2 - Composting workshop:
We have teamed up with the Scott Clean
Water Education Program to illustrate
the benefits of home composting on
both garden and water quality.

the remainder of the season:
August 9 – Garden Photography
August 16 – Guided Garden Tour
August 23 – Butterﬂy Gardening
with special children’s activity
August 30 – Freezing Garden
Produce
September 6 – All About Seeds with
special children’s activity
September 15 – Getting Ready for
Winter
All events are free of charge, but
pre-registration is requested. For a full
brochure or to register, please visit our
website at www.carverscottmastergardeners.org or call (952) 492-5410 and
ask for Mary.

Programming will continue through
•

Turn off air conditioners and ventilation systems.

•

Seal gaps under doorways and windows with wet towels or plastic
sheeting and duct tape.

•

If gas or vapors could have entered the building, take shallow breaths
through a cloth or a towel. Avoid eating or drinking any food or water that
may be contaminated.

Along with the outside hazardous materials concerns as mentioned above, remember that there are probably many hazardous materials in your home. Examples
of these include common household cleaners such as oven, drain, toilet or tub, tile,
and shower cleaners. Pesticides are also common in many homes and are used for
insects such as ants, cockroaches, fleas, or moths. Similarly, you may have motor
oil, batteries, paint, stain… the list goes on and on.
In order to limit your potential exposure, buy only as much chemical as you
think you will need. Keep products containing hazardous materials in their original
containers, and never remove the labels. Never mix household hazardous chemicals
and always follow the manufacturer’s instructions.
If a household chemical emergency should happen in your home, get out of the
residence immediately if there is a danger of fire or explosion. Do not waste time
collecting items or calling the fire department when you are in danger. Call the fire
department from outside (a cellular phone or a neighbor’s phone) once you are
safely away from danger.
Stay upwind and away from the residence to avoid breathing toxic fumes. If
someone is experiencing toxic poisoning symptoms or has been exposed to a household chemical, call 911 and find any containers of the substance that are available in
order to provide necessary information. Also, remember to discard contaminated
clothing. Some chemicals may not wash out completely -- or you may risk contaminating your washing machine.
A few simple steps, taken in advance, can make a big difference in responding
to and making it safely through many types of emergencies. Look around your
home and identify your hazards so you are prepared to work through them should
an incident happen.
Go to www.ready.gov for more information on preparing a kit and making a
plan.
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Library Summer Reading programs begin June 11

Celebrate books and reading with Bookawocky: A Celebration of Summer Reading during the Scott County Library System’s free Summer Reading Program at all
seven of our branches, starting Monday,
June 11 and running until Saturday, August 11. Studies show that kids who don’t
read regularly over the summer often read
at a lower level when they return to school
in the fall. To help keep that from happening, the Scott County libraries offer this
free and simple reading incentive program
for kids of all ages. How does it work? Very
simple -- kids in the preschool, school-age,
or teen programs can earn fun prizes just by
reading library materials.
Many thanks to local Friends of the Library, MELSA, Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’
Bake Pizza, and the Minnesota State Fair
for generously providing prizes for the
summer reading program, and to the many
local businesses who kindly donate prizes
and sponsor performances for individual
branches.
BOOKAWOCKy PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM: For kids who haven’t been
to kindergarten yet.
Kids receive a reading record with circles on it and color in a circle for each library book they read. They get a sticker for
every five books they read and a prize for
each completed record (up to four).
Start-up prize: Sticker
Reading Record #1: Bookawocky
bookmark
Reading Record #2: Papa Murphy’s minipizza coupon
Reading Record #3: Free book!
Reading Record #4: Bookawocky
drawstring backpack
BOOKAWOCKy ELEMENTARy-AGE
PROGRAM: For kids who have finished
K-5th grade.
Kids receive a full-color foldout reading record with clocks to keep track of time
read. Kids receive prizes for every five
clocks (five hours) they color in.
Start-up prize: Bookawocky bookmark
5 clocks/hours: Papa Murphy’s mini-pizza
coupon
10 clocks/hours: Library card holder
15 clocks/hours: Free book!
20 clocks/hours: Bookawocky drawstring
backpack or State Fair ticket (while
supplies last)
After completing 20 hours of reading,
kids turn in drawing slips for every five
hours they read for a chance to win a reusable book bag with summer fun goodies.
BOOKAWOCKy TEEN PROGRAM:
For kids who have finished grade six or
higher.
Teens sign up and receive a booklet to
keep track of their hours, and receive prizes
for every five hours.
Start-up prize: Bookawocky bookmark
5 hours: $2 Scott County Library coupon
10 hours: Local branch prize
15 hours: Free book!
20 hours: Chocolate bar or State Fair
Ticket (while supplies last)
After completing 20 hours of reading,
teens turn in drawing slips for every five
additional hours they read for a chance to
win a goodie bag with magnetic wiggle pen
and other fun stuff.
All prizes are subject to availability;
alternate prizes may be substituted.
BOOKAWOCKY PERFORMERS and
PROGRAMS at the SCOTT COuNTy
LIBRARIES
Along with prizes for reading, all the
branches of the Scott County Library will
also offer lots of free and entertaining programs and performances for all ages – these
programs include book clubs, storytimes,
live animal programs, magicians, musical acts, movie events, book parties, art
programs and workshops, and lots more.
Events are free and open to the public – no
registration is required unless indicated.
For the most current and complete

listing of program times and locations,
check our website at www.scott.lib.mn.us
and choose “Summer Reading Program.”
Hours and locations of all the branches are
also listed on our website.

on June 25 and July 16

New Prague – (952) 758-2391
“Pet Adventures” 1 st-2nd Boys and Girls
Book Club, Mondays at 10:30 a.m. on
June 25 and July 23
“Summer Adventures” 3 rd-5th Boys and
Girls Book Club, Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
on June 26 and July 24
Prior Lake – (952) 447-3375
1st-2nd Grade Boys and Girls Book Club
with Caitlin, Mondays at 2:00 p.m. on
June 25, July 9, July 30
“Books by Kate DiCamillo” 3rd-5th
Grade Boys and Girls Book Club,
Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. on June 28, July
12, July 26

BOOKAWOCKY SuMMER
READING SCHEDuLE OF EVENTS
FOR ELEMENTARy-AGE AND
PRESCHOOL KIDS:
Weekly Storytimes and Events – June 11
through August 11. All ages welcome.
Belle Plaine – Stories and rhymes with
a different theme each week! Fridays at
10:30 a.m.
Elko New Market – Celebrity Storytimes;
join local notables for stories and fun!
Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
Jordan – Stories and rhymes with a
different theme each week! Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m.
New Prague – Celebrity Storytimes;
join local notables for stories and fun!
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Prior Lake – Celebrity Storytimes;
join local notables for stories and fun!
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Prior Lake – Waggin’ Tails Drop-in
Reading Time; read aloud to certified
therapy dog Hailey! Mondays at 1:00-3:00
p.m. starting Monday, June 18.
Savage – Celebrity Storytimes; join local
notables for stories and fun! Mondays and
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee – Celebrity Storytimes;
join local notables for stories and fun!
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Shakopee – Craft Wednesdays; make
and take a new “Teddy Bear Picnic”
project every week, while supplies last.
Wednesdays 2-4 p.m.
BOOK CLuBS – take a break from
school books and enjoy these fun summer
reads! Registration is required and begins
Thursday, May 31 unless otherwise noted
– call or visit your local branch for more
information.
Belle Plaine – (952) 873-6767
“Geography” 1st-2nd Grade Boys and
Girls Book Club, Fridays at noon on June
15, June 29, July 13, July 27
“One Time Book Club” 1st-3rd Boys
and Girls Book Club, Fridays at noon on
June 22, July 20, August 3
“Hank the Cowdog” 3rd-4th Boys and
Girls, Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. on June 14,
June 28, July 12, July 26
“Reader’s Choice” 5th-6th Boys and
Girls Book Club, Wednesdays at 2:00
p.m. on June 20, July 11

Savage – (952) 707-1770
1st-2nd Grade Boys and Girls Book
Club
Stink: The Incredible Shrinking Kid on
Tuesday, June 19 at 10:30 a.m.
Andrew Lost: On the Dog on Thursday,
June 28 at 10:30 a.m.
Meow Ruff on Thursday, July 12 at
10:30 a.m.
Bad Kitty Gets a Bath on Monday, July
23 at 6:30 p.m.
3rd-5th Grade Boys and Girls Book
Club
Among the Hidden on Sunday, June 17
at 3:00 p.m.
The Westing Game on Thursday, June
21 at 3:00 p.m.
Clementine on Monday, July 9 at 1:30
p.m.
Running out of Time on Wednesday,
July 18 6:30 p.m.
American Girl Tea Party on Saturday,
July 21 at 1:30 p.m.
The Anybodies on Monday, July 30 at
1:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, August 8 at 3:00 p.m.

in just 30 minutes…can they do it? Come
and see! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome. Elko New
Market, 1:30 p.m.
Summer Reading Kickoff – Minnesota
Percussion Trio, Click, Clack, Clunk
Everyday objects like buckets, spoons,
tin cans, and paper make music in this
“found percussion” program performed
by the well-known musicians from
MacPhail Center for Music. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. Belle Plaine, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 14
Summer Reading Kickoff – Schiffelly
Puppets
Enjoy the humorous and popular Schiffelly
Puppets – comic situations, original puppet
characters, and morals are added to classic
fairy tales to create an action-packed
extravaganza! All ages welcome. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
Summer Reading Kickoff – Music with
La Familia Torrez-Peña
Enjoy this lively and talented 4-piece
band as they play not only traditional and
pop songs from Mexico, but also shake
things up with American pop and Irish
music! Funded by the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment. All ages welcome. Savage,
6:30 p.m.
“Writing a Story” Writing Workshop
Spark your creative energies and start
writing your own imaginative stories! For
elementary age kids grades 3-5. Sponsored
by the Belle Plaine FOL. Registration is
required and begins Thursday, May 31 –
call (952-873-6767) or visit to sign up.
Belle Plaine, 1-3 p.m.

3rd-5th Grade “Guys Read” Book Club
with Charlie, Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. on
June 27, July 11, July 25
Shakopee – (952) 233-9590 ext.4
3rd-6th Boys and Girls Book Club –
Julia Gillian (and the Art of Knowing) on
Monday, June 25 at 1:30 p.m.
PERFORMERS, PROGRAMS and
PARTIES:
All programs are best for kids K-5th grade
unless indicated as “all ages welcome.”
Monday, June 11
Summer Reading Program begins at all
branches except for Belle Plaine (begins
Tuesday, June 12)! Sign up anytime today
or after to earn fun prizes just by reading
library materials!
Tuesday, June 12
Summer Reading Kickoff – Music with
Clementown
Move and groove to the musical group
Clementown as they make books and
language come alive! Includes songs
made from the exciting children’s books
of author/illustrator Calef Brown. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment.
All ages welcome. Jordan, 1:30 p.m.;
Shakopee, 4 p.m.

Elko New Market – (952) 496-8030 –
Registration begins Friday, June 1
“Magic + Animals = Adventure” 3rd-5th
Boys and Girls Book Club, Fridays at
11:30 a.m. on June 22, July 20, August 3

Summer Reading Kickoff – Tropics
Steel Band
Get a taste of the tropics with this steel
drum band playing lively Caribbean music
styles such as Calypso, Reggae, ska, soca,
and others! On the west lawn of the library
if weather and construction allows. Funded
by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All
ages welcome. Prior Lake, 4 p.m.

Jordan – (952) 492-2500
1st-2nd Grade Boys and Girls Book Club,
Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. on June 26 and July
10
“Night Owls” 3rd-5th Grade Boys and
Girls Book Club, Mondays at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 13
Summer Reading Kickoff – The Splatter
Sisters, “30 Books in 30 Minutes”
Enjoy the musical talents and manic fun of
the wildly popular Splatter Sisters as they
try to present 30 of your favorite books

Monday, June 18
StoryClay Teller
Help local artist Maureen Carlson create
a story and a clay character! All ages
welcome. Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Party
Activities, games, snacks, and prizes based
on Greg’s popular journals – show up or
you’ll have the Cheese Touch!
Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
Double Trouble Birthday by The
PuppetTellers
Two birthday parties on the very same day
and at the very same time create “double
trouble” for Boris and Samantha’s friends
in this bilingual English/Spanish, familyfriendly puppet show. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment through a
grant from MRAC. All ages welcome. New
Prague, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, June 19
Garfield’s Birthday Party
Drop in for games, prizes, comic strip and
coloring contests, and cake! Sponsored by
the Belle Plaine FOL. All ages welcome.
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Science Program
Mad Scientist Murphy and Professor
Prchal will amaze with science tricks using
simple household materials!
New Prague, 1-1:45 p.m.

SUMMER READING to next page
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Reading program includes prizes, entertainers
SUMMER READING from page 6
SCHS Book Making
Learn about the history of creating books
with the Scott County Historical Society
and make a book to fill with your own
stories and pictures. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. New
Prague, 10:30 a.m.; Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 20
SCHS Book Making
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Abrakadoodle Elephant Pots Class
Use model magic clay to create an
elephant of any color, making a cute and
useful little container. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. For ages
3-12. Belle Plaine, 4-4:45 p.m.
Thursday, June 21
Abrakadoodle Elephant Pots Class
Jordan, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
SCHS Book Making
Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.
Pajama Storytime
All ages welcome. Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, June 29
StoryClay Teller
All ages welcome. Elko New Market,
10:30 a.m.
Monday, July 2
Stuffed Animals/Library Card Photos
During July, elementary kids can submit a
creative photograph of their stuffed animal
with a library card and we’ll display it in the
library! Winners will be announced on 8/2.
Call (952-233-9590x4) or visit the library
for more details. Shakopee, July 2 - 31.
Geronimo Stilton Party
Adventure-loving Geronimo fans are
invited to enjoy games, activities and
snacks based on the popular series! New
Prague, 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 3
StoryClay Teller
Sponsored by the Shakopee FOL. All ages
welcome. Shakopee, 10:30 a.m.
SCHS American Flags
New Prague, 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 11
Abrakadoodle Cupcake Collage Class
Create a cool cupcake on canvas board
using papers and sprinkles and glitter!
Registration is required and begins
Wednesday, June 20 – call (952-4968030) or visit to sign up. Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. For ages
4-12. Elko New Market, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Dakota Wild Animals Open House
Drop in anytime during the open house to
visit and learn about some live reptiles and
small mammals. Sponsored by MELSA. All
ages welcome. Shakopee, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

SCHS Clothespin Soldiers
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Friday, July 20
Geronimo Stilton Party
Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, July 13
Children’s Book Sale
Refresh your summer book collection by
shopping this sale of used kids and teen
books, movies and music! Sponsored
by the Savage Library Summer Youth
Volunteers. Savage, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

Wednesday, June 27
Dazzling Dave, National yo-yo Master
at the New Prague Pool
Enjoy Dave’s freakish tornado of whirling
yo-yo tricks at our “Bookawocky Pool
Party” at the New Prague Pool – plus,
you’ll get a free pass to the pool for after
the show! (Across Memorial Park from
the New Prague library -- relocate to
the library if rained out). Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. All ages
welcome. New Prague Pool, 12:15 p.m.

Abrakadoodle Teddy Bear Model Magic
Class
Use model magic clay to create your
own unique teddy bear. Sponsored by
Canterbury Park. For ages 3-12. Shakopee,
4:00-4:45 p.m.
Dr. Seuss Party
All ages welcome. Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.
Friday, July 27
Dr. Seuss Party
All ages welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

Double Trouble Birthday by The
PuppetTellers
All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 6:30 p.m.

The Splatter Sisters at the Belle Plaine
Pool
Enjoy The Splatter Sisters at our
“Bookawocky Pool Party” at the Belle
Plaine Pool (203 W Prairie St – relocate
to the library if rained out). The Splatter
Sisters will perform “30 Books in 30
Minutes” - watch as the ever-popular
Splatter Sisters zoom through 30 books
in song and verse - can they do it in just
30 minutes?! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome.
Belle Plaine Pool, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 24
Treasure Beyond Measure with Capt’n
Curley
Enjoy a comedy show with the greedy
pirate Capt’n Curley looking for the
world’s greatest treasure – embark on
adventure filled with comedy, magic,
and uproarious audience participation!
Sponsored by MELSA. All welcome, but
best for 3 and up. Prior Lake, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 25
Make-a-Book
Sponsored by the Prior Lake FOL. Prior
Lake, 1:30 p.m.

Minnesota Zoo: “All Things Connected”
Join the adventure with this program
featuring animals from around the world!
Discover the interrelationships that connect
all living things on earth and explore each
animal’s role in the ecosystem. Sponsored
by MELSA/Museum Adventure Pass. All
ages welcome. Elko New Market, 1:30
p.m.

SCHS American Flags
Jordan, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.

Pajama Storytime
All ages welcome. Savage, 6:30 p.m.

Clay Character Workshop: Seussian
Animals – REGISTRATION
REQuIRED
Kids age 6-11 can create their own
imaginative animal from polymer clay,
taught by local artist Maureen Carlson!
Registration is required and begins
Tuesday, 7/3 – call (952-758-2391) or visit
to sign up. New Prague, 2:30-4 p.m.

Tuesday, June 26
SCHS American Flags
Savage, 1:30 p.m.

Clay Character Workshop: Seussian
Animals – REGISTRATION
REQuIRED
Kids age 6-11 can create their own
imaginative animal from polymer clay,
taught by local artist Maureen Carlson!
Registration is required and begins
Monday, June 11 – call (952-447-3375)
or visit to sign up. Prior Lake, 1:30-3 p.m.

Children’s Book Sale
Sponsored by and proceeds to the Prior
Lake Library Summer Youth Volunteers.
Prior Lake, 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Thursday, July 12
Magician Matt Dunn
Don’t miss Matt’s action-packed, fastpaced, interactive comedy magic show
with live rabbit, live goldfish, and magic
like you’ve never seen before! Sponsored
by MELSA. All ages welcome. Jordan,
10:30 a.m.

Double Trouble Birthday by The
PuppetTellers
All ages welcome. Shakopee, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 28
StoryClay Teller
Sponsored by the Prior Lake Mom’s Club.
All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, July 19
SCHS Clothespin Soldiers
Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, July 30
Dr. Seuss Party
All ages welcome. Prior Lake, 4 p.m.
Monday, July 9
Geronimo Stilton Party
Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 10
Dr. Seuss Party
Welcome to all Seussical kids – we’re
having a party filled with fun games,
activities, and snacks based on the
ever-popular Dr. Seuss books! All ages
welcome. New Prague, 10:30 a.m.
SCHS Clothespin Soldiers
Learn about the uniforms of Union and
Confederate soldiers with the Scott County
Historical Society as you create your
own soldier figure using a historic style
clothespin. Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. Savage, 1:30 p.m.
Bruce the Bug Guy
Lively, hands-on program about insects
and related arthropods with LIVE critters
and other fun props. Sponsored by
MELSA. Belle Plaine, 1:30 p.m.
Geronimo Stilton Party
Prior Lake, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, July 17
SCHS Clothespin Soldiers
Belle Plaine, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, July 31
Critter Camp Check-in and Family
Storytime
You go to camp, so why can’t your stuffed
animal? Bring a stuffed animal to the
kickoff of “Critter Camp,” where stuffed
animals get to spend a week of adventures
at the library. On Tuesday, August 7, pick
up your stuffed animal and a photo of
them at camp. Registration is required and
begins Tuesday, July 10; call (952-7071770) or visit the library to sign up. All
ages welcome. Savage, 10:30 a.m.

The Royal Guard: “Knights”
Learn about who knights were and
how someone became a knight during
Medieval/Renaissance times, including
the story of St. George. The Royal Guard
present in full 16th-century costume with
historical and theatrical props. Sponsored
by the Prior Lake FOL. Prior Lake, 6:30
p.m.

Wednesday, August 1
SCHS Mask Making
Masks are important in many cultures
for holidays and remembering someone.
Learn about the history of masks with the
Scott County Historical Society and make
your own to take home! Funded by the
Minnesota Legacy Amendment. Elko New
Market, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 18
Geronimo Stilton Party
Elko New Market, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 2
StoryClay Teller
Sponsored by the Jordan FOL. All ages
welcome. Jordan, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, July 16
Mixed Nuts Comedy Duo
Join the Midwest’s favorite comedy duo
for physical comedy, age-appropriate
humor, and uproarious audience
participation! Sponsored by MELSA. All
ages welcome, but best for ages 4 and up.
New Prague, 1:30 p.m.

Dr. Seuss Party
All ages welcome. Belle Plaine, 4 p.m.
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City to Country Tour
scheduled for Sept. 29

The 14th Annual Scott
County City to Country
Tour will be held on Saturday, September 29. This
drive-it-yourself tour -open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
– is hosted by University
of Minnesota Extension –
Scott County. The purpose
of the event is to demonstrate the importance of
agriculture and celebrate
the rural character of Scott The City to Country Tour features farm animals.
County. Each site was chosen to leave a positive, lasting impres- be available at the tour sites. Pick up
sion on visitors about agriculture and your pass at your fist stop, and then use
horticulture throughout Scott County it as your passport for all the sites.
via demonstrations, hands-on activities,
For more information, please call
and educational displays. The 2012 the Scott County Extension office at
tour will focus on sites in the Prior Lake (952) 492-5410, e-mail Laura Kieser
area, including the Casey Acres Dairy at torb0022@umn.edu, or follow us on
Farm, the Green Acres Horse Farm Facebook: facebook.com/citytocoun(www.lovegreenacres.com), and the trytour. There will be a detailed map
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Com- and site descriptions for each location
munity Wozupi Community Garden in the August/September issue of the
(www.smscwozupi.org).
SCENE – be sure to look for it in the
The cost of the tour will be $10 per next issue!
car for the entire day. Car passes will

Summer Reading
Dakota Wild Animals Open House
Drop in anytime during the open house to
visit and learn about some live reptiles and
small mammals. Sponsored by MELSA.
All ages welcome. Savage, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Friday, August 3
Annual Teddy Bear Picnic with the
Teddy Bear Band
Kids and their families are invited to bring
their teddy bears and a picnic lunch to the
west lawn of the Prior Lake Library (inside
the library if rainy). Pick one of two
performances of the ever-popular Teddy
Bear Band! Funded by the Minnesota
Legacy Amendment. All ages welcome.
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m. and noon
Monday, August 6
Geronimo Stilton Party
Jordan, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 7
SCHS Mask Making
Prior Lake, 10:30 a.m.
Geronimo Stilton Party
Belle Plaine, 4:00 p.m.
Build, Learn and Create with Home
Depot
Kids age 5-10 with a parent/caregiver
can make and take a special building
project with the help of a Home Depot
representative. Sponsored by Home Depot.

From page 7

Registration is required (class size is
limited to 35 each) and begins July 17 –
call (952-233-9590x4) or visit the library to
sign up. Shakopee, 4-5 p.m. OR 5-6 p.m.
Wednesday, August 8
Alan Johnson, Comedy Juggler
Take a tour of circus skills in this unique
blend of comedy and juggling with lots
of audience participation. Sponsored by
MELSA. All ages welcome. Elko New
Market, 4 p.m.
Thursday, August 9
Make-a-Book
Sponsored by the Jordan FOL. Jordan,
10:30 a.m.
SCHS Mask Making
Savage, 10:30 a.m.; Shakopee, 1:30 p.m.
Friday, August 10
Annual Chess Tournament
Match your skills against other chess
fans and see who comes out a winner!
Registration is required and begins Friday,
July 27 – call (952-873-6767) or visit the
library to sign up. Belle Plaine, noon-5 p.m.
Saturday, August 11
Last day of Summer Reading Program –
be sure to pick up prizes on or before this
date! (August 9 in Jordan, August 10 in
Belle Plaine and Elko New Market)

Enjoy summertime
events in Scott County

Summer is the perfect time to attend a variety of festivals, get acquainted with other Scott County residents, and spend time with old
friends. Below is a schedule of some of the upcoming local events in
and around your community. Please contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 if you would like to
have your organization’s activities or special events highlighted in next
year’s summer events issue. And be sure to check your local papers and
community websites for further details – happy summer!
Sunday, June 17
June 21-24
June 23
June 29-July 1

July 13-14
July 13-15
Sunday, July 22
July 25-29
July 28-29

August 1-5
August 2-4

August 3-5
August 11-12

TEEN BOOKAWOCKy SuMMER
READING EVENTS

Leave your little brothers and sisters
at home, these free events are just for
teen summer reading participants and
their friends!
Planned events include a “Pie Club,”
a workshop where teens can make their
own clay dragon character or funky
sock monkey, a Hunger Games party,
Mario Kart Double Dash Gaming Tournament, a writing workshop taught by
an instructor and author, a movie fest,
a “Picturing Minnesota” teen photography workshop, and crochet lessons

You can come
to events at any
location, not just
the library where
you
pick
up
prizes. Pick up a
schedule at your
local library or
check the website
at www.scott.lib.
mn.us/SRP_teens.html. Registration is
strongly recommended, so just call or
visit the library where the events are
held to sign up.

August 11
August 19
Sept. 7-8

Sunday, Sept. 9
Sept. 14-15
Sept 15-16

Chicken Cookout at St. Nicholas
Catholic Church, New Market
Dan Patch Days in Savage, including
ﬁreworks at dusk Saturday
Jordan Pork in the Park
Elko New Market Fire/Rescue Days,
including a dance Friday night.
Community Parade at 1 p.m. Saturday
followed by games, food, and fun at
Wagner Park. Sunday morning Lions’
pancake breakfast at ﬁre hall.
Lakefront Music Festival in Prior Lake
Bar-B-Que Days in Belle Plaine, including
a grande day parade at noon on Saturday
and ﬁreworks Sunday evening.
Parish Festival at St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church in Cedar Lake Township
Scott County Fair (see article in this issue
of the SCENE)
Julifest at St. Mark’s in Shakopee, featuring
old-tyme German music and German
and Mexican food Saturday evening and
Sunday
Derby Days in Shakopee, featuring
ﬁreworks Saturday evening and parade
on Sunday at 1:30 p.m.
Lakefront Days in Prior Lake, including
a parade on Saturday at 1:30 and ﬁreworks
Saturday evening. Outdoor movies at The
Bandshell in Lakefront Park Saturday night.
49th Annual Old Time Harvest Steam and
Gas Engine Festival, Jordan
Parish Festival at St. Wenceslaus, New
Prague
Scott County’s Largest Cornhold/Bean
Parish Festival at Church of St. Mary of the
Puriﬁcation in Marystown
Heimatfest at Lagoon Park in Jordan;
car cruise and street dance Friday evening
in downtown Jordan; parade at 11 a.m.
Saturday.
Parish Festival at Our Lady of the Prairie,
Belle Plaine
Dozinky celebration in New Prague; car
cruise Friday evening and parade at noon
Saturday
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church Fall
Festival in Jordan

Outdoor Recreation
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in partnership with

New Outdoor Recreation Program Opportunities
Three Rivers is expanding outdoor recreation programming throughout Scott County. While Cleary Lake
Regional Park serves as the hub of outdoor recreation programming, new opportunities are planned for
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park this summer. Want to learn how to canoe, kayak, or become an archer?
You now have multiple sites in Scott County to learn. Check out page 12 for more details on programs.

Streamlined Public Safety
In the past, Scott County Sheriff, Three Rivers Parks Police, and local police departments provided public
safety services for Regional Parks in Scott County. After careful analysis, the Scott County Sheriff agreed
to assume patrol, emergency response, and investigation for all Regional Parks located in townships,
while Prior Lake, Savage, and Shakopee Police Departments are covering Regional Parks located in their
jurisdiction. A Scott County based Three Rivers Park Service Officer also provides customer service and
ordinance enforcement throughout the county. This change streamlined the delivery of public safety and
resulted in an overall cost savings for this work.

Park Development and Facility Improvements

Parks Partnership Delivering Results

In December 2010, Scott County and Three Rivers Board of Commissioners entered into a joint powers
agreement to collaborate on regional park and trail services for the residents of Scott County. While Scott
County and Three Rivers Park District have worked together in the past, this new agreement outlined
a vision for creating efficiencies that will lead to the continued development of outdoor recreation
opportunities for the residents of Scott County and the region. Since that time, both agencies have been
working together to deliver more service to the public with the same level of funding.

Full Integration of the Reservation Process for Park Facilities
Reservations for all picnic shelter and camp sites at Regional Parks in Scott County have been centralized at
the Three Rivers Parks call center (763.559.6700). This makes it easy to check on available dates for multiple
parks in Scott County, as well as across the river in the remainder of the Three Rivers Parks’ system.

Facility improvements are occurring throughout Scott County. Spring Lake Regional Park in Prior Lake
is undergoing a $1.4 million project to construct 3 miles of trails, an off-leash dog area, and natural
resource restoration work. This collaborative project is being funded from the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy constitutional amendment that Minnesota voters passed in 2008, and involves Scott County,
Three Rivers Parks, the City of Prior Lake, and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.
Smaller improvements are underway too. For example, Scott County’s Public Works crews expanded the
horse trailer parking lot at Murphy-Hanrehan to accommodate the popularity of the horseback riding trail
system, while Three Rivers Parks’ crews made changes to the operations at Cleary Lake Regional Park to
open up new trail access for residents south of the park. These improvements were made using existing
resource by working together and sharing expertise.
Scott County’s Parks Advisory Commission is helping to guide the partnership, and we are always looking
for ideas on ways we can improve what we do to better serve residents and visitors. If you have questions
or suggestions, please contact Mark Themig, Scott County Parks Program Manager, at 952.496.8783 or
mthemig@co.scott.mn.us.

parks

Close-to-Home
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
Beyond Regional Parks and Trails
Scott County is fortunate to have local, state and national
outdoor recreation facilities located right here, close
to home!

Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 9 AM – Sunset, Mid-May to Mid-September
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, the former Cedar
Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been converted into Scott County’s
newest regional park. Family and group picnicking, catered events, swimming,
and fishing are all possible at this picturesque site.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM – 10 PM
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round recreation
spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails and more,
this beautiful park has something for everyone.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve
15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5 AM – 10 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott
County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain and an extensive lush forest. This
is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and
a favorite spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park
reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park in Three Rivers for
birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated
an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

The Landing

Minnesota Valley National Refuge
These 14,000-acres are only one of a handful of urban
national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place where
coyotes, bald eagles, badgers, and beavers live next door
to 3 million people. fws.gov • 952.854.5900.
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
Residents of Scott County can enjoy hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, horseback riding, mountain biking,
snowmobiling and rustic camping at this close-to-home
State Recreation Area. In addition, the Minnesota Valley
State Trail, which begins at the Bloomington Ferry Bridge
in Shakopee, winds through the area. The landscapes are
just as diverse as the trail system and include wetlands,
floodplain forest and bluff-top oak savanna. Wildlife
observation and bird watching are popular activities yearround. dnr.state.mn.us • 952.492.6400.
Ney Nature Center
While technically just across the border in Le Sueur County,
the 446-acre Ney Nature Center is located west of Hwy
169 on Hwy 19 toward Henderson. Some may recall the
news story about the discovery of a large population of
deformed frogs – that discovery happened here! A parks
program partner, the Ney Nature Center offers hiking,
bird watching, cross-country skiing, and environmental
education programs. For more information visit
neycenter.org • 507.248.3474.

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: 10 AM – 5 PM; Sundays 12 PM – 5 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history happening right
before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in Minnesota, a time when settlers
were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours, educational events, group events and weddings.
On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays. Kids also love playing house in 1880s
style at the Martinson House.

Picnic Reservations - Now One Call!
Looking to have a family reunion or group picnic at one of Scott County’s regional parks? Reserving your space just
got easier with the Scott County-Three Rivers partnership! Staff will help answer questions about the facilities and
provide you with information on catering and other activities that are available. 763.559.6700

www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails • ThreeRiversParks.org

Your One Stop for Active Living Resources
Scott County’s new active-living information portal
is now online! Visit GoScottGo.org for active living
events, resources, and a fully interactive trail and
park map for both Scott and Carver counties.
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summer camps
CEdaR LakE FaRm REgiONaL PaRk
ages 8-11
X Cedar Lake Farm 2 day adventure Camp
Spend the afternoon enjoying the great outdoors. Explore nature
and develop outdoor adventure and survival skills such as fire and
shelter building, GPS navigation, and atlatl spear throwing. $90.
1-4 PM, June 25-26 – Monday-Tuesday #327710-00
1-4 PM, July 25-26 – Wednesday-Thursday #327710-01

CLEaRY LakE REgiONaL PaRk
ages 6-9
X traveLing Fish Camp
Campers will learn to identify Minnesota fish, tie knots, make
your own lures and a fish print t-shirt. Play fish games and
conduct water quality studies. Get your child hooked on
fishing.through this camp! $198.
9 AM-3 PM, August 20-23 – Monday-Thursday #324610-09

ages 8-11
X OutdOOr adventure Camp
Spend the afternoon enjoying the great outdoors. Learn
about nature and develop outdoor adventure skills: canoeing,
atlatl spear throwing, archery, paddle boats, geocaching,
survival skills, swimming, and fun summer games. $120.
1-4 PM, June 11-15 – Monday-Friday #324610-20
J1-4 PM, une 25-29 – Monday-Friday #324610-22
1-4 PM, July 9-13 – Monday-Friday #324610-24
1-4 PM, July 23-27 – Monday-Friday #324610-21
1-4 PM, August 6-10 – Monday-Friday #324610-28

ages 9-12
X WiLderness survivaL Camp
Learn how to survive in the great outdoors. Make your own
survival journal. Test your skills out every day by building fire
from flint and steel, constructing different types of shelters,
identifying wild edibles, and tracking animals. Learn canoeing
skills and paddle to Cleary Island. Shoot a bow and arrow,
use an atlatl, and more. $192.
9 AM-3 PM, June 18-21 – Monday-Thursday #324610-11

X arChery & OutdOOrs Camp
A full day of outdoor adventures with archery and exploring
the woods and waters. You’ll spend time canoeing and
learning outdoor adventure skills like atlatl spear throwing,
shelter-building, and animal tracking. Learn shooting
techniques as established by NASP. Compete with your fellow
campers in fun archery games. $192.
9 AM-3 PM, July 16-19 – Monday-Thursday #324610-25

ages 10-15
X survivaL Camp With Overnight
Learn how to survive in the great outdoors. Make your own
survival journal. Test your skills out every day by building fire
from flint and steel, constructing different types of shelters,
identifying wild edibles, and tracking animals. Learn canoeing
skills and paddle to Cleary Island. Stay overnight Wednesday
at the Cleary Lake Campground to test your survival skills by
sleeping in the shelters you make during the week or in tents
provided. $280.
9 AM-3 PM, July 30-August 2 – Monday-Thursday
#324610-27
9 AM-3 PM, July 30-31 – Monday-Tuesday
Overnight
9 AM-9 AM, August 1-2 – Wednesday-Thursday

X WiLderness survivaL Camp FOr girLs
Learn how to survive in the great outdoors. Make your own
survival journal. Test your skills out every day by building fire
from flint and steel, constructing different types of shelters,
identifying wild edibles, and tracking animals. Learn canoeing
skills and paddle to Cleary Island. Shoot a bow and arrow,
use an atlatl, and more. $192.
9 AM-3 PM, August 14-17 – Tuesday-Friday #324610-26

ThE LaNdiNg
ages 6-12
Note: The Build a Camp is offered as a series. Sign up
for more than one within the same week and save on
your registration! One Camp: $35; Two Camps: $65;
Three Camps: $90. For discount call 763.559.6700.

X BuiLd a Camp: One-rOOm sChOOLhOuse
The school bell is ringing! It’s time for class to begin in our
1887 one-room schoolhouse! Meet the school teacher, take
lessons using a slate board and soap stone, and play with
19th-century toys. $35.
9:30 AM-2 PM, June 26 – Tuesday #338410-01
9:30 AM-2 PM, July 24 – Tuesday #338410-02
9:30 AM-2 PM, August 21 – Tuesday #338410-03

X BuiLd a Camp: viCtOrian tea party
You’re invited to spend a day with us at our beautiful
Victorian house! Join us for tea, dancing and a game of
croquet! Assist with baking preparations for the party, learn
to communicate using only a fan and create an embroidered
decoration to take home! $35.
9:30 AM-2 PM, June 27 – Wednesday #338410-07
9:30 AM-2 PM, July 25 – Wednesday #338410-10
9:30 AM-2 PM, August 22 – Wednesday #338410-11

Outdoor Recreation
X BuiLd a Camp: day On the Farm
Old-fashion living at its best! Visit two different farms to help
care for animals and collect eggs. Help with household chores
such as laundry and rug-beating, then visit our gardens before
enjoying a snack made in our outdoor summer kitchen. $35.
9:30 AM-2 PM, June 28 – Thursday #338410-18
9:30 AM-2 PM, July 26 – Thursday #338410-19
9:30 AM-2 PM, August 23 – Thursday #338410-20

X LittLe hOuse On the river Camp
Experience log-cabin life in the Big Woods, just like Laura!
Help with chores around the farm and garden, cook on a
wood-burning stove, practice the art of sewing and attend
school in a one-room schoolhouse. Play old-fashioned games,
explore the outdoors and take a trip into town to visit the
General Store, where a note from Nelly Olson awaits! $150.
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, August 7-9 – Tuesday-Thursday
#338410-23

X adventures OF mark tWain Camp
Recreate the great adventures of our favorite Mark Twain
characters! Attend a one-room schoolhouse like Becky
Thatcher, act like Huckleberry Finn as you explore the banks
of the Minnesota River and whitewash the fences just like
Tom Sawyer! Take part in “the great jumping frog race” and
complete a river town scavenger hunt. $100.
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, July 16-17 – Monday-Tuesday
#338410-21

X kid vs. WiLd Camp
Explore the 19th-century wilderness as we discover what life
was like for early Minnesota settlers. Build a shelter, start a fire
using flint and steel, then set out in search of food. Practice
animal tracking and learn about wild edibles. $100.
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, August 15-16 – Wednesday-Thursday
#338410-25

ages 10-13
X CiviL War Camp
Go from civilian to soldier in the 5th Minnesota Infantry and
relive the Civil War. Activities include: 19th-century baseball,
rope making, one-room schoolhouse, military drills, marching
and camp life. Learn about Minnesota’s role in the Civil War
and participate in a simulated skirmish. $150.
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, June 12-14 – Tuesday-Thursday
#338410-06

muRPhY-haNREhaN PaRk RESERvE
ages 10-15
X mOuntain Bike Camp
Learn the basics of single track trail riding at the challenging
and scenic mountain bike trail. In the morning, the FreeWheel
Bike Team will teach the importance of balance, trail safety,
reading trails, trail etiquette, and proper riding position. Camp is
sponsored by FreeWheel Bike. Campers are encouraged to bring
their own bikes. Helmets are required. $72.
9 AM-Noon, August 6-8 – Monday-Wednesday #323710-00

event calendar
CEdaR LakE FaRm REgiONaL PaRk
X mid summer FestivaL
Join us for a full day of fun activities and entertainment,
including kayak and canoe demos, a slack line, archery demos
by the New Prague High Archery Club, and fishing clinics by
the New Prague Sportsman Club and Fish Lake Sportsman
Club. On stage: Zumba fitness 9 –11am; Splatter Sisters
family entertainment noon–1:30 pm; KCHK Radio 2:30–4:30
pm; Czech Concertina Club 5–8 pm. FREE EVENT. Food and
beverages available for purchase. Happening in conjunction
with the Credit River Antique Tractor Club Show, 8:30 am – 7
pm. Additional sponsors: New Prague Fitness Center and
New Prague Community Ed.
9 am – 8 pm, July 21 – Saturday

CLEaRY LakE REgiONaL PaRk
X FamiLy CanOeing
This lesson for beginners is designed around having fun,
being safe, and learning proper paddling techniques.
Participants will learn water safety, entering and exiting a
canoe, and proper paddling techniques with different paddle
strokes. Reservations required. $15. Ages: 8+.
2-4 PM, June 10 – Sunday #324511-04

X kayaking CLuB at CLeary
Come and spend your Thursday evenings paddling along the
waterfront of Cleary Lake. This club is designed to create
opportunities for recent graduates of our beginner kayaking
classes to have more on-water experience. You will learn
new paddling techniques and have time to work on your
own techniques as we explore our inner paddler. We will
have six sessions throughout the summer. Topics covered will
be rescues, self-rescues, towing, and efficient paddling. All
equipment provided. Reservations required. $110. Ages: 18+.
6:30-8 PM, June 14, June 28, July 12, July 26, August 9,
August 23 – Thursdays #324517-00

ThE LaNdiNg
X $3 tOur days—summer

sundays and Weekdays
Join a guided tour at The Landing. Enter through the Visitor
Center (Main Entrance). Walking distance is 1.5 miles
round trip. Contact the Visitor Center for tour schedule.
763.694.7784. $3 ages 2+. Children under 2 free. Ages: All.
June–August, Sundays: Noon-5 PM;
Weekdays: 10 AM-5 PM #338407-02

X Living histOry saturdays
Experience the excitement and challenges of life along
the Minnesota River in the 1800s. Meet the residents of
Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help them with their daily
chores, attend school, and participate in 1800s era craft
demonstrations. Play games and enjoy a ride on a trolley
pulled by Percheron draft horses. Many buildings open for
touring. Gift shop open. Food available for purchase most
Saturdays. $5 ages 18-64; $3 ages 2 17 and seniors. Children
under 2 free. Ages: All.
10 AM-5 PM, June 2-August 25 – Saturdays #338407-19

X pa and ma day
Treat your Pa and Ma to a day of old-fashioned frontier fun.
Enjoy a 1860s baseball game. Challenge Pa to a game of
checkers in the store or visit the dressmaker with Ma. Dance to
live music with Pa and Ma. Ride on a trolley pulled by Percheron
draft horses. Gift shop open and food available for purchase.
With one paying child fee, one parent gets in free. $5 ages 1864; $3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 free. Ages: All.
Noon-5 PM, June 17 – Sunday #338407-03

X WaLk When the mOOn is FuLL:

Bat mOOn
Enjoy an evening hike at the site that boasts the highest
population of bats within the Park District! Visit several
buildings with known bat occupants, learn about bat
habits, and discover their importance in Minnesota. Use a
bat detector to find which species of bat call The Landing
“home.” Plan to park on the West End of the park; program
will begin in the Town Hall. $5. Ages: 6+.
8:30-10 PM, July 3 – Tuesday #338407-22

X independenCe day 1889
Celebrate America’s birthday with the settlers of Eagle Creek.
Experience festivities of 1889 by marching in a parade, playing
croquet, throwing horseshoes, churning ice cream, riding the
horse-drawn trolleys, and more. Watch an 1860s “base ball”
match and listen to the brass band. See live raptors. Gift shop
open and food available for purchase. $5 ages 18- 64;
$3 ages 2-17 and seniors. Children under 2 free. Ages: All.
10 AM-5 PM, July 4 – Wednesday #338407-04

X minnesOta river trip
Spend the day paddling the historic Minnesota River. Learn
about the wildlife that live along the river as we paddle to
The Landing. Once there, participants will learn the great
importance rivers had on early settlements in Minnesota. A
tour of the grounds and historic buildings is also included
with this canoe trip. All equipment provided. Reservations
required. $40. Ages: 10+.
9 AM-3 PM, July 21 – Saturday #328412-00

X minnesOta river arts Fair
Minnesota’s most beautiful and unique arts fair. Over 100
artist booths, artist demonstrations, Plein Air painting
competition, and musical performances. Meet the residents
of Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help them with their daily
chores, attend school, and participate in 1800s-era craft
demonstrations. Play games and enjoy a ride on a trolley
pulled by Percheron draft horses. Many buildings open for
touring. Food available for purchase. Free. Ages: All.
9 AM-6 PM, July 28 – Saturday #338407-05
9 AM-6 PM, July 29 – Sunday #338407-06

REgiSTRaTiON iNFORmaTiON
763.559.6700 • ThreeRiversParks.org
mon. – Fri. 8 am–5 Pm, Sat. – Sun. 8:30 am–12:30 Pm
please have eight-digit reservation code and payment
method available. programs without an eight-digit code
do not require reservations.
Summer Camp Registration
reservation, pre-payment and health waiver required at
least two weeks in advance of camp starting date.
Scholarship information
applications are considered on the basis of financial need
and funds available. Call for details.
accessibility information
Call 763.559.6719 (tty) or 763.559.6707 (voice).

X FLatWater kayaking essentiaLs
Our hands-on beginning classes are set up to teach beginning
paddlers about safety, proper paddling form, and paddle strokes.
Participants will learn the basics of kayaking from qualified
instructors surrounded by the beauty of a nature-based park. All
equipment provided. Reservations required. $50. Ages: 14+.
5:30-8:30 PM, July 25 – Wednesday #324511-00
FOR WOMEN
5:30-8:30 PM, July 11 – Wednesday #324511-02

Cleary Lake golf Course in Prior Lake
• 9 holes for beginner and expert golfers
• Scenic rolling terrain
• Lessons for adults and youth (5-15)

ThreeRiversParks.org • 763.694.7777

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Farm SCENE
CR 8 Corridor study input sought

Since May 1, three meetings regarding the County Road 8 Corridor Study have
been held. The first meeting provided an overview of road classifications and reasoning for County Road (CR) 8 to become a principal arterial. The second meeting
reviewed traffic and safety data as well as how the existing physical environment
surrounding the road will impact any construction. The third meeting dealt with
access spacing and supporting road networks.
Much of the focus was directed toward the section of road east of Highway 13.
With the majority of land already developed between Interstate 35 and CR 27, it
would seem to make sense to plan for a road in that area which adequately supports the surrounding environment. After the second meeting, it appeared that the
consensus of the group is to plan for a four-lane divided road -- but funding and
spacing may only allow for a two-lane road. The third meeting brought up issues
in which some farmers may be particularly interested, such as the realignment of
CR 8. Specifically, when navigating Lakes Cynthia, Carl’s, and St. Catherine, it is
proposed to move the road farther away from these bodies of water to smooth out
the sharp curves which now exist.
As for CR 8 continuing from Highway 21 to Belle Plaine, some expressed a
need for the connection to support traffic flowing from I-35 to Highway 169. However, with the decrease in development pressure, it is unlikely at the moment that
such project could be necessitated. One issue farmers may want to weigh in on is
access spacing at the next open house (scheduled for sometime this summer). The
question is how often to allow access to CR 8, every mile or half mile. Anyone
planning to liquidate land may want to know where their parcel is positioned in
regards to an access point. For more information or to provide input, please contact
Andy Hingeveld at (952) 496-8839.

Ann Houghton, rural Jordan, raises organic farm produce for
restaurants. She also serves as the Farm Advisory Board Secretary.

From Motown to GrowTown: Ann Houghton, FAB Secretary

How does a Detroit girl – and a business analyst by training – become a fixture
in the local organic farm-to-restaurant movement? Just ask Ann Houghton, who
moved from the Motor City to Minneapolis in the early 1980s.
Most of us can recall the steep economic decline that threatened Detroit 25 years
ago; Ann was on the front lines of a dying economy dependent on the shrinking automotive manufacturing sector. Picking up stakes and relocating to Minnesota, she
took a position as a business analyst/project manager for Hennepin County. But in
1987, she decided to take the leap of a lifetime: to acquire land three miles outside
of Jordan, then to develop a small-acre organic farming operation long before “local” and “sustainable” became industry buzzwords.
“We did a lot of homework,” Ann said. “If you don’t grow up in farming,
there’s a tremendous amount of learning. And we made the decision early on, if we
couldn’t make it work and pay for itself, we had no business getting into it.”
They expected to lose half their crop the first year. Focusing energy on garlic
and tomatoes – and suffering through the notorious drought of 1988 – they assumed that they would have a major setback the first time around: “And we really
didn’t know what we were doing,” she added. And that wasn’t all. “Mainstream
agriculture didn’t really accept organic practices then,” she noted. “We were kind
of made fun of.”
But the crop went like gangbusters. All of their stressed tomato plants produced
in abundance, and the garlic niche seemed to resonate. “We worked early on with
the MinnesotaGrown initiative, and it’s amazing how local, sustainably grown food
has just caught fire over the last several years,” Ann said.
Now, Ann still works as a business analyst and her husband Brian Weir is an
electrician. But they find that eco-farming combines the best of their skills – Brian
branched out into raising and training hunting dogs and breeding sheep for meat,
Ann focuses primarily on the farm-to-restaurant produce market. “But I’ve found
that my background in project management, communication, process management,
and organizational analysis (not to mention IT) adapt well to the farm.”
“Sometimes,” she added, “with all of the crawling around, the bugs, the heat, the

Farm SCENE continued at right
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Area farmers’ markets sell
local produce, crafts, plants
What heralds the season of summer
more than fresh, locally-grown produce? Celebrate summer by visiting one
or more of the great local farmers’ markets right here in our own community.

Prior Lake Farmers’ Market
(May 5 – mid-October)
The tenth season of the Prior Lake
Farmers’ Market began on May 7 and
will continue each Saturday from 8 a.m.
to noon until November.
Live music is provided almost every
weekend, and breakfast is cooked right
on site. There are many more new and
returning vendors this year, including
Master Gardeners every week to help
with gardening questions. The Prior
Lake Farmers Market is located on
Main Street, just off of Highway 13 and
CR 21. There is free parking at many
local businesses. For more information,
please visit their website at www.priorlakefarmersmarket.com.
New Prague Farmers’ Market
(May 12 – October)
The New Prague Farmers’ Market
(Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon,
Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. [starting
in mid-June] is proud to provide fresh,
locally grown, high quality produce.
A variety of vegetables and fruits are
available in season, and started plants –
such as tomatoes, peppers, cabbages, et
cetera – as well as fruit trees and perennials are available in the spring.
Baked goods, jellies and jams, honey, and other foods are available all season long. A limited number of crafts are
also featured. The New Prague Farmers’ Market is held in the parking lot of
the Community Baptist Church at 500
County Road 37 in New Prague. For
more information, please contact Laurel
Glewwe at (952) 440-4558.
Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market
(Wednesdays through October)
Located on the grounds outside the
Hooper-Bowler-Hillstrom
Historical
House (adjacent to North Park, a.k.a.
Court Square), the Belle Plaine Farmers’ Market features perennials, produce, craft items, and even periodic
visits from Master Gardeners. The market is held on Wednesdays from 3:30 to
6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Lisa Fahey at (952) 873-5665, Diane Skelley at (952) 873-2467, e-mail
to belleplainemarket@hotmail.com, or
check out “Belle Plaine Farmers Market” on Facebook!

Savage Farmers’ Market
(Sundays, June 3– October 28)
Operated by the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets. In addition to their flagship market in downtown Saint Paul,
the Saint Paul Farmers’ Markets run 21
satellite markets throughout the metropolitan area – one right in the heart of
Savage! Located at Princeton Avenue
and Highway 13, the Savage Farmers’
Market opens on June 3rd and will be
held on Sundays (from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.) through October 28th. Market
staff can be reached at (651) 227-8101
or via e-mail to info@stpaulfarmersmarket.com.
Shakopee Farmers’ Market:
Knights Event Center
(June 16 – October 13, if
products are still available)
Located at 1760 4th Avenue E in
Shakopee, the Knights Event Center’s
Farmers Market features homemade
baked goods, canned goods, soaps, and
other crafts; fruit, vegetables, honey,
maple syrup, jams, herbs, seedlings,
fresh-cut flowers, and organic meat.
The Market is open on Saturdays from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you’re interested in
becoming a vendor or just want more information, please contact Cindy at (952)
445-5555.
Lydia Farmers’ Market
Saturdays and Tuesdays,
June 30 to Oct. 30
Located at Highway 13 and County
Road 10 in the parking lot of Zion United Methodist Church, the market is open
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon and Tuesdays from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. The market offers fresh vegetables, home canning, woodwork, fresh eggs, and baked
goods. Vendors are welcome. Contact
Kyle Shutrop at (612) 282-9828.
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Wozupi Farmers
Market
The public is welcome to visit the Wozupi Farmer’s Markets, held throughout
the growing season at Mazopiya (2571
Credit Union Drive, Prior Lake) on
Wednesdays from 3– 6 p.m. and at the
Community Center (2330 Sioux Trail
NW, Prior Lake) on Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
Contact Lisa Kohner at (952) 4968780 or via e-mail at lkohner@co.scott.
mn.us to include addtional markets in an
upcoming issue of the SCENE!

sweat, you start to wonder why you do it. But I can’t stop; I guess I’m addicted.
But it keeps me active – I do yoga regularly so I can keep picking those tomatoes –
and I love the land, and I love the camaraderie with the other farmers.” In addition
to her other full-time jobs, Ann Houghton is currently serving as secretary/treasurer
for the Farm Advisory Board.

The What and Why of “Ag-vocacy”

The July 5 meeting (to be held at the Scott County Public Works Facility, beginning at 9:30 a.m.) will feature a presentation from Emily Zweber on “AgChat.”
AgChat’s mission is to empower farmers and ranchers to connect communities
through social media platforms.
The AgChat℠ Foundation was designed to help those who produce food, fuel,
fiber, and feed tell agriculture’s story from their point of view. The Foundation
will educate and equip farmers and ranchers with the skill set needed to effectively
engage on Twitter, Facebook, blogs, YouTube, LinkedIn, and other social media
services. Organic dairy farmer Emily Zweber of Elko New Market was named the
organization’s first executive director. You can find them online at http://agchat.org.

Other News and Notes

The Farm Advisory Board is currently seeking farmer representation from Elko
New Market. Interested? Want to learn more? You can attend any meeting (upcoming: July 5 and November 1) or visit the FAB webpage on the Scott County website.
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Safety SCENE
By the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Practice safety on water

Minnesotans love to take advantage of summer -- and who can blame us? After
being cooped up all winter, we want to get outside and enjoy what many consider
to be our best season.
Minnesota is known for its many beautiful lakes and rivers, and they play a large
part in most people’s recreation plans. While we generally associate the water and
our summers with fun, it is important to remember that our lakes and rivers can
become deadly. In 2011, sixteen people lost their lives while boating in Minnesota,
and another fifty people drowned in non-boating related accidents. The sixteen
boating fatalities were the most in Minnesota since 2005, while the fifty non-boating related drownings were the most in Minnesota in the past decade. The lesson
to be learned? While our lakes and rivers may be a source of enjoyment and beauty,
we have to respect the fact that bodies of water are also extremely dangerous.
There are several steps you can take to make your time on the water this summer
not only fun, but much safer. If you own or operate a boat, a great starting point
would be to take the Boating Safety Course offered from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The home-study course is free and allows boaters ages
12-17 to earn their watercraft operator’s permit. The certificate of completion may
also bring adults discounts from many boat insurance companies. For information
on how to take this free course, go to http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/boatwater/
testpacket/html.
There are many laws concerning personal watercraft that have safety in mind,
and they include rules for personal floatation devices (PFDs). The requirements for
PFDs include:
• On all boats, regardless of length (including canoes, kayaks, stand up paddleboards, and duck boats), there must be a wearable, Coast Guard-approved
PFD for every person on board. Throwable devices (such as buoyant cushions) are no longer acceptable as PFDs.
• On boats 16 feet or longer (except canoes or kayaks), there must also be at
least one U.S. Coast Guard-approved throwable device, such as
a buoyant cushion or ring buoy
immediately available on each
boat.
• There is no requirement that a
PFD must be worn (except for
personal watercraft such as
wave runners, jet skis, et cetera, and children under 10).
However, the DNR strongly recommends PFDs to be worn by
everyone on board any boat.
• All PFDs must be in serviceable
condition, free from tears, rot,
and punctures; all straps, zippers, and buckles must be present and in good
shape.
• PFDs must be worn by a person being towed on water skis or other device,
or carried in the towing watercraft.
• Minnesota law requires a life jacket to be worn by all children younger
than 10 years old when aboard any watercraft!
Another important safety regulation for boating concerns navigation lights. All
boats, whether motorized or non-motorized, must have navigation lights on from
sunset to sunrise. If your non-motorized watercraft is not equipped with navigation lights, you must carry a white lantern or a flashlight which is strong enough so
other boats can see it from at least two miles away.
Most boats over 16 feet in
length now come equipped
with proper navigation lights.
Those lights must be visible from two miles away on
a dark, clear night, with side
lights being visible from one
mile. Combination lights must
shine red to the port (left side)
and green to the starboard
(right side). There should also
be white lights on the front and
rear of the watercraft.
There are many other laws concerning safety on a watercraft (including fire extinguishers and whistles/horns). To review all of the Minnesota boat regulations,
visit http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/boatwater/boatingguide.pdf.
Safety should come into consideration regardless of your water activity. If
you’re swimming in these bodies of water, always swim with a buddy and don’t
overestimate your limitations. Be sure to hydrate, use appropriate sunscreen, and
always monitor small children or inexperienced swimmers closely. Also, know
the area where you are swimming, and try to swim at a designated public beach.
Summer is a great season, which is made better by practicing simple safety
measures. Make sure you know the laws and regulations and regardless of how
you are using our lakes or rivers this summer, always know and respect the dangers of the water.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Free “Blue Thumb” workshops
promote clean water practices
Do you have a Blue Thumb? Blue
Thumb, Planting for Clean Water
Workshop offered
The Scott Clean Water Education
Program will host an additional Blue
Thumb, Planting for Clean Water Workshop at the end of June to help residents
create
their
own raingardens and stabilize shorelines
with
native
plants. Raingardens
and
native shorelines can slow
rain
water
runoff, anchor
soil, provide
wildlife habitat, and filter
pollutants from lawns. The Blue Thumb,
Planting for Clean Water program
makes it easy for residents interested in
doing their part to keep our waters clean
to plan, purchase, and create raingardens and native plant shorelines.
Following the Blue Thumb workshop, residents will have the opportunity to receive help designing and creating raingardens and stabilizing their
shoreline with native plants. In addition,
residents may receive a grant to help
offset the costs of creating beautiful gardens with native plants. The workshop
will be held on the following date and
location:
•

Tuesday, June 26 -- 6:15 p.m.;
Prior Lake City Hall, Prior
Lake

The workshop is free, but registration is requested. Contact Melissa Bokman with Scott County to register at
(952) 496-8887 or send an e-mail to
mbokman@co.scott.mn.us. For more
information about raingardens, native
gardens, and stabilizing your shoreline with native plants, visit www.bluethumb.org.

Raingardens established with
native plants such as the Dense
Blazing Star attract butterflies.
Use Less, Conserve More,
and Save Money
The summer brings warm days,
lawn watering, and car washing. But
the “Land of 10,000 Lakes” needs your
help to conserve water this summer and
keep our lakes and rivers in good shape
for boating, fishing, and wildlife. When
you turn on your tap, water is pumped
from underground water resources to
your faucet.
The underground wa-

ter resources also provide water to our
lakes and streams below the ground surface. Even though we live in the land of
10,000 lakes, it is important to consider
how you’re using drinking water during
the high demand of the summer.
Did you know that lawn irrigation accounts for about 40 percent of domestic
water use during the summer months?
Try these tips to cut down on your water bill and conserve our precious water
resources.
Outdoor Tips:
Lawns need about one inch of water
per week. Water less by keeping your
lawn at least three inches in height (let
it grow to four inches and mow down to
three inches).
Make sure your sprinkler is watering
the lawn and not the driveway or street.
Water landing on hard surfaces will pick
up pollutants and carry them to the nearest lake, river or wetland.

Water in the early morning in order
to keep it on the lawn and in the soil.
Watering during the middle of the day or
at night will evaporate and waste water.
Check your city sprinkling restrictions.
Install a rain sensor for your irrigation system so you don’t water the lawn
during rainstorms.
Use a broom to clean off your sidewalk and driveway instead of the garden
hose.
Grow native plants that can withstand the dry summers in Minnesota.
Turn some of your turf into a native garden. (See above!)
Wash your car on the lawn or take it
to a commercial car wash.
Inside:
Shut off the tap when brushing your
teeth and when soaping up in the shower.
Install a low-flow showerhead that
uses less than two gallons a minute of
water.
Wash a full load in the clothes washer and dishwasher to get the most for
your washing.
Compost your vegetable and fruit
scraps rather than using the sink garbage disposal.
Wash fruit and vegetables in a bowl
of water rather than running the tap.
Fix any leaky faucets or toilets. You
can save over 100 gallons of water per
week!
The SCWEP is a partnership of 10
local government organizations in Scott
County. The partnership includes Credit
River Township, Jackson Township, City
of Prior Lake, Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed District, City of Savage, Scott
County, Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, Scott Watershed Management Organization, Spring Lake Township and Vermillion River Watershed
Joint Powers Organization.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

An emerging problem

Last fall, I wrote about nuisance smoke from backyard fire pits. Though this is
a growing problem in urban areas, a new (and much greater) threat is emerging as
homeowners explore ways to reduce home heating costs and switch to renewable
sources of energy. I have written numerous articles in the SCENE over the past
dozen years about the threat we are facing from climate change, so please don’t
think that I am dismissing the need to rapidly find alternatives to relying on fossil
fuels. However, sometimes ideas intended to solve one problem end up causing
unforeseen new problems.
In my opinion, this is the case with outdoor wood-burning heating units. These
units look like little sheds with a big chimney, and they heat water that is conveyed
inside for heating. A basic problem with these outdoor wood burning devices (they
may be called boilers, furnaces, or hydronic heaters) is that the water jacket surrounding the firebox keeps the temperatures inside the combustion chamber too
cool to adequately combust the gases.
Further, the design of the combustion chamber is focused on slowly burning the
wood to sustain low heat for as long as possible to reduce the need to recharge it with
more wood. As a result, these units smoke much more than a conventional wood
burning stove or fireplace. In fact, they put out so much smoke that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA)
has
found it necessary to develop
standards for
these devices to
address air pollution. A growing number of
states and many
cities have enacted laws to
restrict, regulate, and even
ban them.
Complicating this issue
is the fact that
some people are
Outdoor wood-burning heating units can be a source
even constructof air pollution.
ing their own
burners without
any engineering or combustion expertise, or they are burning green or wet wood
-- or even garbage -- in them. (Remember, burning of anything classified as solid
waste or hazardous waste is a violation of numerous regulations and will result in
further action.) However, Scott County currently does not have regulations to control or restrict use of these devices. I am currently working with the Minnesota Department of Health and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to examine concerns
about these devices and consider the need for regulatory control.
There has been quite a bit of research done on these units, particularly as it relates to possible health effects. If you are considering purchasing such a device, I
would strongly recommend you do more research in addition to an evaluation of the
potential cost savings you might gain by burning wood rather than the conventional
sources of energy you are currently using. The EPA is a good place to start your
research: www.epa.gov/burnwise/healtheffects.html.
Shutting your windows won’t stop this pollution from entering your house. The
average house exchanges outside and inside air on average between every one half
hour for a drafty house to two hours for a tight house. Over a period of several
hours, the air inside a house in a neighborhood plagued with smoke from one of
these devices can have the same concentration as outside. During air inversion
events when air is stagnant the concentration can increase.
An excellent report on outdoor wood furnaces and the dangers to health is available at: www.ehhi.org/report/woodsmoke.
Please don’t turn your own home and neighborhood into an unsafe place to live
just to save yourself a few dollars.
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Don’t make final payment
to contractors until final
inspection is completed
You pay a lot of money for your
building permits, but are you getting the
inspections you’ve paid for?
Every couple of weeks, Scott County
Building Inspections checks for permits
that have not been closed and are due to
expire. This takes time -- we either go
to the site and try to finalize the permit,
or someone has to write and send letters
to the property owner to inform them
that their permit has not been closed.
There’ve been many times when we
finally do an inspection and find out
that there is a problem with the work
and the contractor is fully paid and long
gone. At that point, there is not much
of a chance that the contractor will still
come back and fix what is necessary.
You cannot assume that your contractor has had their final inspection. Make
them prove it before you make your final payment! It doesn’t matter if it a big
or small project, final inspections get
forgotten frequently.
It is our job with the Building Inspection Department to make sure your
projects meet all of the requisite building codes for your safety. It doesn’t

Make sure to close out building
permits after project is completed.
matter if it is a new roof, a new house,
or anything in-between -- get what you
paid for!

Native grass planting
program now available
For landowners with property currently being farmed, there is a new program which can provide up to $175 per
acre per year and 50 percent of costs for
establishing native grasses.
Native grasses are perennial and
grow well in areas that conventional
crops may not. Through this program,
15 species of native grasses and flowering plants will be seeded in order to
improve water quality and reduce soil
erosion. The program offers a 10 year
contract, and seeding can occur as early
as this fall after crops are harvested.
This program is available for landowners in select areas within the following Scott County Townships: Belle

Plaine, Sand Creek, Helena, Cedar
Lake, Louisville, the lower portion of
Spring Lake, and the southwest corner
of New Market Township. Additional
incentives will be offer for completion
on highly erodible lands, areas directly
tributary to ravines, and areas directly
tributary to Cedar and McMahon Lakes.
This program was made available by
a Clean Water Fund grant. Funding is
available on a first come, first served
basis.
To find out if you are eligible or
for more information on this program,
please contact the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District at (952) 492-5425.

CDA offers free foreclosure
prevention services
The Scott County Community Development Agency now provides free,
confidential services to homeowners
in Scott County who are at risk of losing their home. The CDA’s Foreclosure Prevention Program serves homeowners who are behind (or anticipate
they will fall behind) on mortgage

payments, property taxes, or homeowners’ association fees. Participants
will receive information, advocacy, financial tools, resources, and referrals.
For more information, please contact
the Scott County CDA at (952) 4029022 or visit their website at www.
scottcda.org/foreclosure-prevention.

Public Works
Information
Call (952) 496-8346

• For construction
updates
• To report potholes
• To report signal
issues
• To report dead
animals
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited resources.” So watch this
page for current and future information from us and
The Splatter Sisters will be one of many
our many SCALE partners!
bands playing in local parks this summer.

From Prior Lake:

Development of Spring Lake
Regional Park underway

County Road (CR) 81 is closed permanently as
Phase 1 of the development of Spring Lake Regional
Park in the southwest quadrant of Prior Lake begins.
New amenities to the park will include a three-mile
paved trail network; and a 10-acre off-leash dog area
with a gravel parking lot, restrooms, water well, dog
rinse, and drinking fountain. Residents can also crosscountry ski in the park when conditions are appropriate. Access to the park will be from the north along
the existing CR 81 alignment. Key funding for the improvements will come from state legacy grants. The
project is scheduled for completion in late summer
2012. Go to www.cityofpriorlake.com to see Phase 1
and a final master plan for Spring Lake Regional Park.

Free summer concerts Thursdays at the
Lakefront Park Bandshell in Prior Lake

The City of Prior Lake Recreation Department
is hosting free summer concerts in the Park every
Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. until August 30. Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to enjoy these
concerts in the wonderful outdoor setting of Lakefront
Park. For more information call (952) 447-9823; for
rainout information, call the weather hotline at (952)
447-9825.
June 7 -- Voodoo Butter (classic rock)
June 14 -- Kidsdance (part of Chamber Market)
June 21 -- Q the Clique (pop)
June 28 -- WatersEdge (blues, Christian, country)
July 5 -- Wood and Wire Band (country)
July 12 -- Kidsdance (part of Chamber Market)
July 19 -- Battle of the Bands (sign up at the
City’s rec dept.)
July 26 -- The Squires Band (polka, waltz, swing)
Aug. 2 -- Lakefront Days Events (no band)
Aug. 9 -- Kidsdance (part of Chamber Market)
Aug. 16 -- Windjammers (concert band)
Aug. 23 -- Percolators (rock, country, and blues)
Aug. 30 -- Flemming Fold (American old time/
Alpine folk)

From Savage:

Music in the Park returns to Savage

seating is limited). The Music in the Park series is
sponsored by the City of Savage, the Gentle Doctor
Veterinary Clinic, and the MOMS Club of Savage. In
case of extreme temperatures or rain, the performances will be moved inside the ELC.

Dan Patch Days is June 21-24

Dan Patch Days will be held Thursday, June 21
through Sunday, June 24 at Savage Community Park
off County Road 27 in Savage. Throughout the weekend, a variety of events will be offered, including a
beer and wine tasting, live music, 5K Pace and 1-Mile
Club Run, kiddie carnival, inflatable rides, and fireworks. A complete schedule of Dan Patch Days events
can be found at www.danpatchdays.org.

From Shakopee:
Partnering to build a
stronger community

The 2010 Census showed that approximately onequarter of Shakopee’s population is non-white. To
help ensure the community is welcoming to residents
of all cultural backgrounds, the City of Shakopee and
the Shakopee Public Schools hosted the city’s firstever Diversity Summit in March. The goal of the
summit was to create awareness about the city’s diverse population, to improve communication and to
foster relationships.
Approximately 140 people attended the event,
where participants had the opportunity to mingle,
hear from a panel of community leaders, and break
into smaller groups to share personal experiences and
ideas for how we can all work together better. The
night concluded with a brainstorming session about
how to move forward and further promote and celebrate diversity.
From this meeting, several individuals volunteered
to be part of a Diversity Task Force. The 25-member group met in April and May and is establishing
its goals.
For more information or to become involved with
this initiative, please contact Mayor Brad Tabke at
(952) 255-3124 or btabke@ci.shakopee.mn.us. Interested individuals may also sign up for email updates
about the initiative at www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/enews.
cfm (check the box by “Diversity Initiatives”).

The public is invited to enjoy free musical perfor- From the SMSC:
mances all summer long in Savage! The outdoor con- Mdewakanton Wozupi consolidates
certs will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. on most Wednesday
evenings at the McColl Pond Environmental Learn- food production operations
Mdewakanton Wozupi began its third growing
ing and Event Center, 13550 Dakota Ave. S., Savage.
season
this spring with positive changes and new
The performance schedule is as follows:
responsibilities. Since last year, the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community’s certified organic garJune 27 – Splatter Sisters (Kids/Family)
den has assumed responsibilities for the maple syrup
July 11 – The Banjo Boys (Ragtime Banjos)
and honey production operations. While the garden
July 18 – Michael Monroe (Folk Style)
size will remain at 5.5 acres, like last year, more than
July 25 – Stomp N’ Dixie (Dixie/Ragtime)
150 varieties of vegetables will be planted in the
Aug. 1 – Will Hale & the Tadpole Band (Kids/
garden. With the continued development of the seed
Family)
bank, both heirloom and standard varieties of plants
Aug. 8 – Anthony Ihrig (Bluegrass/Folk)
Aug. 15 – The Okee Dokee Brothers (Kids/Family) will be grown. Some new vegetables will be added
this year, and staff will continue to experiment with
Those attending are welcome to bring their own traditional Dakota foods and methods of harvesting
snacks and refreshments, as well as lawn chairs (since and preserving foods.

A high tunnel went up this spring to extend the
growing season for a variety of produce. In the autumn, mixed greens, fall leafy greens, and other vegetables that can handle a lack of light and lower temperatures (like beets and turnips) will be grown in it.
A patch of blueberries will be planted next to the raspberries this year in the three-acre orchard. Planted
over the past two years, the orchard will need a few
more years to establish before an abundant harvest is
expected. Last year did yield a few apples and berries
on the immature trees and bushes.
The TSA (Tribally Supported Agriculture program
based on the Community Supported Agriculture model) is growing to 75 members, up from 50 last year.
For 18 weeks, TSA members receive a box filled with
organic produce grown on the reservation. The TSA
runs from June through mid-October; shares are still
available to the public and include cooking classes,
recipes, and a weekly newsletter as well as educational and volunteer opportunities.

Free community education on gardening,
food preservation offered to public
New this year will be community education classes open to the general public. Classes will be offered
at the garden on such topics as beekeeping, backyard
composting, organic vegetable gardening, garden
clinic (for using organic methods to addressing common issues), and food preservation (like drying and
canning). Native wild food foraging walks will be
held on the reservation to harvest foods like chokecherries, wild plums, and blackberries.
The SMSC Education Department will visit the
Wozupi twice a week. Playworks will bring three
groups, and the Pod 5 and School Age classes will
have their own gardens as in previous years. For a
complete list of classes or to inquire about the TSA,
go to www.smscwozupi.org, find us on Facebook, or
call Mdewakanton Wozupi at (952) 496-2267.

From the Townships:

Summertime means “Dust Time”
for many township residents

Dust on gravel roads is a problem that is as old as
the roads themselves, and is a price many of us pay
to live in rural areas. All gravel roads produce dust,
and this dust can travel up to 500 feet before it finally
settles down. Road dust in the air can potentially affect the quality of life for nearby residents. Not only
is dust a nuisance to breathe, it will settle on and in
our homes and vehicles. Dust can pose serious safety issues for drivers by causing poor visibility while
driving. Additionally, when you see dust coming up
from your roads, you’re really seeing dollars thrown
to the wind.
Road dust is made up of fine particles that are important to the stability of the road. When these fine
particles blow away, the gravel road begins to break
down. Traffic scatters the coarser aggregate, causing
potholes, ruts, washboarding, loss of profile, loss of
ditch lines, and other problems. Moisture on the road
surface helps to reduce dust-related problems. Calcium and magnesium chloride are among the most
widely used dust suppressants. They work by pulling water from the atmosphere; in turn, this moisture
helps “fines” adhere to each other and to aggregates,
allowing for optimum compaction and preventing the
surface from becoming dry and dusty. Road surfaces
kept free of dust requires less frequent grading and
rebuilding, thereby lowering total maintenance costs
– at a savings to taxpayers.
Most of the townships within Scott County apply
dust coating to their roads and allow residents to participate. Participation varies widely from township
to township, either at a reduced cost or at no cost to
residents. If dust is a problem on the road in front of
your home, check with your township to see if they
have a dust control program in place or to find out if
dust suppressant is permissible within your township.
Your local township board member will gladly discuss with you your options for dust control and will
help you to enjoy a happy, dust-free summer!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Youth recognized for being
positive role models, teachers
Do you know who the positive
teen role models are in your community? They are the University of
Minnesota Scott County Extension
4-H Youth Teaching Youth teen teachers, and they are in every community
in Scott County. These teen teachers
have completed training to prepare
for classroom instruction. In these
trainings, they learn how to teach
one of six Youth Teaching Youth
programs.
After the 9th – 12th grade teens
complete a training session they
are able to sign up to teach three
one- hour series class. The teens
can choose from “Talking with TJ,”
taught to 2nd and 3rd graders, which
talks about conflict and resolution.
“Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions” is
taught to 4th and 5th graders and looks
at peer pressure and the truth about
alcohol and tobacco. Youth are able
to practice refusal skills through role

play with the teen teachers. “Character Counts” teaches 2nd and 3rd
graders how to be positive characters. Our new program – “Internet
Safety” -- teaches 5th graders how
to protect themselves using today’s
technologies. The final program is
“It’s Your Choice,” which is a series
of nine one-hour sessions for 5th and
6th graders. It looks at decision making, acceptance and cliques, stress vs.
depression, tobacco, peer pressure,
bullying, alcohol, and relationships.
The teens develop a positive relationship with the youth in the classrooms. They answer questions about
high school and peer pressures that
they face every day. The teens sign a
pledge at the beginning of the school
year stating that they will be tobacco,
alcohol, and drug-free. If you would
like more information, contact the
Scott County Extension Office at
(952) 492-5410.

Thank you 4-H Youth Teaching Youth Teen Teachers!
Prior Lake High School
Nick abin S
Jenna iGradoD
Shelby ertal F
Breanna Saunders
Connor ordonG
Marisa Hutterer
Kaylee Guellzow
Tianna McNerney
Angie Tell
Shannon Tell
Leigh Braun
Jakob raun B
Rachel Funke
Brianna Leibnitz
Ali iffrig L
Jamie Palmer
Michela Resh
New Prague High School
Brittney Davis
Shannon ietz D
Mara augenH
Bethany Hrabe
Sam everson
L
Adam elson N
Lucy ickolay
N
Gabby yan R
Kelsey imon S
Jordan High School
Michelle Jablunski
Katie Kreuser
Samantha Kulas
Grace Lightfoot
Rachel Menke
Ethan Palmer
Madeline Pearson
Victoria Reed
Emily Stocker
Jeffery tockerS
Katelyn Weirke
Alex Wolf

Shakopee High School
Jenna Algoo
Michael Biala
Addison lair B
Dannick Boyogueno
Ashleigh ain C
Karlie Chase
Sara Chmielewski
Kathleen Clemens
Jill onniffC
Madison eJarlais
D
Halle rickson
E
Devon enderson
H
Matison anish H
Samantha Horner
Viktoriya Ivanov
Emily James
Jon iryis J
Cassandra ohnsonJ
Jennifer Kim
Sara Kickert
Taylor houneK
Jennifer im K
Erica Kloth
Kara ranz K
Annie ee
L
Nick abee M
Victoria Monnens
Brooke elson N
Josephine guyenN
Naika om N
Sulin Phat
Maddie hillipsP
Sydney orter P
Alayna Rick
Shankela andridge
S
Greta chleif S
Natalee Sims
Jennifer iv
S
Meagan pott S
Tyler t. Aubin
S
Brandon tevensS
Madeline Taylor
Ally Taylor
Kaley Thorn
TuTu Tran
Somi Yi

June/July 2012 Scott County SCENE Page 17

2012 Market Lamb and
Goat Challenge underway
The Scott County 4-H Program
strives to create learning opportunities
for every child in Scott County. This
year, the 4-H Animal Science Project
Development Committee wanted to explore ways of expanding the livestock
project areas and open up opportunities for youth to experience working
with projects that they had never tried
before. Working with livestock helps
young people develop knowledge, a
sense of responsibility, and skills that
last a lifetime. With this goal in mind,
the committee created a new program
called the 4-H Market Lamb and Goat
Challenge.
Youth were asked to apply to the
program through an application process, and then complete an interview in
front of a committee made up of 4-H
project leaders, 4-H staff, and the program mentors. Several youth applied to
the program and two individuals were
selected as the recipients of the animal
projects.
Tyler Schmitt -- the son of Lance
and Joy Schmitt -- was selected as
the sheep recipient; Maddie Schmidt,
daughter of Tony and Patti Schmidt,
was selected as the goat recipient. Each

Youth in the Spotlight
Name: Brittney Davis
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 11th Grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Larry and Sara Davis
years in 4-H: One
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth, Youth
Leadership
Some people are natural teachers, and Brittney
Davis is definitely one of those young people. This
is Brittney’s first year teaching with the University of
Brittney Davis
Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Youth Teaching Youth program. Brittney visited with the 2nd graders at Eagle View in New
Market this winter and has been visiting 6th graders once a month at St. Wenceslaus Catholic School in New Prague. Brittney is a positive role model to the
younger students; she has been able to share her high school experiences with the
6th graders and help them to see why it is important to make positive choices and
to think before they act.
Thank you, Brittney, for stepping into the spotlight and being such a positive
role model.
Name: Emily James
School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Tim and Traci James
years in 4-H: One
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth, Youth
Leadership
This is Emily’s first year teaching for the University of Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth Program, but she is already recognized as an outstanding teacher and role model. EmEmily James
ily has taken the lead teaching position, often teaching by herself. The elementary students in Shakopee have enjoyed Emily’s visits,
where she talks about conflict resolution or the truth about alcohol and tobacco.
Emily enters the classroom full of energy and excitement.
Emily is an excellent role model to her peers and younger students!

AMC honors community youth projects
The 4-H Youth Teaching Youth -- Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions project
was one of two Minnesota 4-H programs honored for their outstanding
community leadership work March 21
by the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC).
This project utilizes cross-age teaching to engage teen teachers in conveying the message on the dangers associ-

ated with underage drinking and tobacco use to 5,888 fourth grade youth in
Scott, Dakota, Washington, and Anoka
Counties. There were 699 youth teachers involved in this program.
The Lacrosse Loyal Workers 4-H
Club in Jackson County was the other
project honored for developing a youth
safety program called SAFETY ABC:
Always Be Careful that they deliv-

individual was
awarded two
animals
in
their respective species.
Both 4-Hers
received their
animals
in
May,
and
were paired up with a project mentor
who will assist them with their project
throughout the 4-H year and to whom
they will give monthly progress reports.
Both Tyler and Maddie will have the
opportunity to showcase their projects
and have them on exhibit at the 2012
Scott County Fair. In 2013, Maddie
and Tyler will then serve as youth mentors to the program and help promote
the livestock industry to prospective
4-H members.
This program through 4-H is designed to help young people develop
leadership, confidence, and responsibility through the commitment they
have for taking care of their livestock
project. For more information about
joining the 4-H program, contact Abby
Wagner at torg0016@umn.edu or (952)
492-5410.

ered to elementary students in Jackson
County.
Every year, AMC selects two recipients for their 4-H Community Leadership Awards.
Pictured at right, Mara Haugen
and Gabby Ryan accept the AMC
award.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

VA adds family therapists, mental
health counselors to workforce

One of the biggest gaps in taking care of our nation’s heroes was the ability
for the VA to provide family counseling. Often, it is the children of the recently
returned soldier that have the most difficult time during the reintegration phase.
This is because they are unable to comprehend the changes that are going on in
their parents. It appears that the VA has taken steps to meet this need.
The Department of Veterans Affairs has expanded its mental health services to
include professionals from two additional health care fields: marriage and family
therapists (MFT) and licensed professional mental health counselors (LPMHC).
“The addition of these two mental health professions is an important part of
VA’s mission to expand access to mental health services,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “Veterans and their families can face unique challenges. By providing a complete range of services, we can help them address
those challenges and help keep more families together.”
The two fields will be included in the hiring of an additional 1,900 mental
health staff nationwide that VA announced last week. Recruitment and hiring
will be done at the local level. The new professionals will provide mental health
diagnostic and psychosocial treatment services for veterans and their families in
coordination with existing mental health professionals at VA’s medical centers,
community-based outpatient clinics, and Vet Centers.
VA has developed qualification standards for employment as LPMHCs and
MFTs and has announced the appointments of mental health and health science
professionals to serve on professional standards boards. The boards will review
applicants for LPMHC and MFT positions in the Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) to determine eligibility for employment and the government grade level
appropriate for the individual in the selected position. The boards will also review
promotions in these positions.

A wetland restoration project was completed on the Sandey property
in rural Jordan.

Wetland plan adopted
Welands help to clean water by acting as a threshold for groundwater recharge -- absorbing rainfall, slowing
down water flow to prevent flooding and
soil erosion, and filtering out pollutants
from stormwater. Although only half of
Minnesota’s original wetlands remain
due to development and agriculture, the
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District has over 730 wetlands, ranging in
size from a few hundred square feet to
over 475 acres, and they value them all.
In mid-2010, the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District adopted its
Water Resources Management Plan,
the overarching guidance and planning
document for the next 10 years. Several
of the goals noted in this plan were related to preserving, restoring, and enhancing wetlands.
Recently, the Prior Lake-Spring
Lake Watershed District Board of Managers adopted a Comprehensive Wetland Plan for the Watershed District.
This Comprehensive Wetland Plan is
the product of two years of dedicated
work collecting field assessments of the
value and functions of each of the over

730 wetlands; data analysis; obtaining citizen input on wetland priorities
through direct surveys and public meetings; development of management classifications with recommended protective standards; and collaboration with
other local governmental units. They
would like to thank all of the citizens
that helped draft the plan and advance
the shared goals.
Benefits of the Comprehensive Wetland Plan are already visible. The Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District
has obtained and partnered on state and
federal grants, equaling nearly $2.7
million for wetland restorations and
enhancements. Data from the Comprehensive Wetland Plan have been instrumental in implementing and directing
these grant efforts to targeted wetland
locations to obtain the greatest value.
More information on the Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District can be
found on their website at www.plslwd.
org, or you can keep up to date with the
latest happenings by finding them on
Twitter and Facebook.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

upcoming SCHS Events

Historical Society programs to
feature Civil War, Dakota Conflict
EXHIBITS
“Marking Time: The Rituals of Life
& Death” exhibit walks you through
milestones in life from birth to death,
exploring the cultural aspects of the
rituals we assign to life’s benchmarks.
The exhibit runs through August
2012. Exhibit sponsored in part by a
Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage
Legacy Grant and the Shakopee
Rotary Club.

members). Register through Shakopee
Community Education at www.
shakopee.k12.mn.us.

Kids Hands-on Library Programs
-- Free craft programs with a history
story! Check individual libraries for
specific times.
Book Making: June 19, New Prague
and Prior Lake Libraries; June 20,
Elko/New Market Library; June 21,
Belle Plaine Library.
American Flags: June 26, Savage
Library; June 28, Jordan and Shakopee
Libraries; July 3, New Prague Library;
July 12, Shakopee Library.
Clothespin Soldiers: July 10, Savage
Library; July 17, Belle Plaine Library;
July 18, Jordan Library.
Mask Making: Aug. 1, Elko/New
Market Library; Aug. 7, Prior Lake
Library; Aug. 9, Savage and Shakopee
Libraries.

“Scott County in the Civil War”
exhibit highlights soldiers from Scott
County who served in the Civil War.
One hundred and fifty years ago, the
most divisive war in U. S. history
was fought on American soil between
the United States of America and the
Confederate States of America. As
fighting escalated, Minnesota -- fresh
from its admittance into the Union -became the first state to offer troops to
President Lincoln, and boys and men
from Scott County were soon on the
move to fight in the war. The exhibit
runs through October 2012.

EVENTS / PROGRAMS
Bus Road-Trip to New Ulm – Dakota
Conﬂict battle sites. Saturday, June
9. We’ll bus to New Ulm, learning a
bit of Minnesota River Valley history
on the trip, then tour battle sites with a
knowledgeable guide. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fee: $30 ($25 for SCHS members).
Call (952) 445-0378 to register.
Save The
Dress!
Preserve Your
Wedding Dress.
Thursday,
June 14, 6:30
– 8 p.m. Your
wedding dress
represents one
of the most
significant
moments in your life. Preserve your
memories of that special day, and
learn about museum-quality storage
techniques and materials as you pack
your wedding gown for long-term
keeping. Bring your clean wedding
dress (hand clean if possible – if dry
cleaning, please request a deionized
water/rinse). All packing materials
are provided with the class fee,
$65 for SCHS members ($75 non-

Civil War Cemetery Tours -Presented by a costumed Civil War
guide:
Please register through Shakopee
Community Education at www.
shakopee.k12.mn.us.
•

June 28 and Aug. 2: 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Tour Shakopee’s Valley Cemetery
with an SCHS guide and hear
storeis of our Civil War veterans.
Fee: $12 ($10 for SCHS members);
please register through Shakopee
Community Education at www.
shakopee.k12.mn.us
July 14: 1 - 2:30 p.m. Tour Cemetery in Belle Plaine during the
city’s BBQ Days celebration. Fee:
$12 ($10 for SCHS members).

•

SCHS Garage and Bake Sale Fundraiser, August 3 – 4. We’re clearing out exhibit
props and unused education
items and hosting our first-ever garage sale.
Stop by for
some great buys, great finds, and good
eats! SCHS is accepting items for the
sale through the July 21; contact Allison at adrtina@scottcountyhistory.org.
All Things Minnesota Book Club,
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third
Thursday of each month at SCHS.
•

June: Vestments by John
Reimringer

•

July: Live Bait by P.J. Tracey

•

August: I Love a Parade

Scott County Crazy Quilters meets
the fourth Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. All types of handcrafters --from beginners to masters -- are
welcome.
Check us out on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ScottCountyHistoricalSociety and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Please call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
adrtina@scottcountyhistory.org
for
more information.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Scott County Fair history continued -- The 1890s
By Kathleen Klehr
Soctt County Historical Society
Executive Director
For the past two years I’ve explored
the history of the Scott County fair up
to the end of the 1880s. You may recall
that the 1887 Shakopee Courier stated
that County fair displays were thin and
they had to borrow items “to fill up the
empty spaces”. 1 The Shakopee Argus
agreed stating “We doubt there being a
fair next year…”2 They were right; I
was unable to locate any articles related
to a Scott County fair in 1888 or 1889.
I began my search for Scott County
fair articles in 1890 with the hope of
finding a mention of the fair. What I
did find in the Shakopee Courier August 22, 1890 was a bold article on the
Minnesota State fair to be held at Hamlin September 8-13. A few weeks later
the Courier included a smaller article
related to the Carver County fair stating “As we can’t get up a fair here, we
would advise our people to go to Carver...”3 There was no mention of a Scott
County fair.
The next reference to a fair was
found in the September 7, 1893 Scott
County Argus. However this reference
was to a stock fair, “Farmers came in
early in the day and disposed of what
stock they could before noon…”4 This
same article makes note of another fair
coming in October that is expected to
be quite large and include a race meet
over a two day period, “a valuable feature of the occasion and will help to
fill the town with buyers and sellers of
horse flesh.”5 Mention of the October
1894 stock fair noted that the sidewalks
were crowded and “presented a scene
not unlike those of the fair days of the
earlier years…”6 However rain began
to fall steadily at noon and ended the
day’s business.
Newspapers from 1895 were silent
on fairs. The only mention of fairs were
found in the 1896 papers for the Dakota
County, the Minnesota State fair, with a
brief mention of a moderate stock fair
in September.
All was quiet until I found a large
advertisement in the 1897 Shakopee
Courier for a street fair. The lengthy
article explained the differences between a street fair and county fair, stating that “of late years it [county fair]
has rather fallen off in popularity in the
indirect competition of the state and
district fairs and more recently a new
rival…street fairs.”7 Reading through
the article I am struck by the proposed
street fair’s similarity to a county fair.
The advertisement includes a program
listing for a bicycle race, band concerts,
and shooting matches, as well as a premium list for a variety of exhibits.

Another advertisement for the same
year’s street fair is a bit perplexing – it
calls into question whether this fair is
a city street fair or a Scott County fair
held in Shakopee. The headline reads
“Grand Scott County Street Fair!” “The
first of its kind ever held in this part of
the state, at Shakopee…” “The Citizens
of Shakopee, one and all, will outdo
themselves to make this first County
Fair a grand success.”8 More confusing
is that the following week’s full page
advertisement does not include the
words – county fair, only First Annual
Street Fair. I suspect that the promoters
were trying to capitalize on the popularity of street fairs happening throughout
the country at this time – and encourage
everyone to attend, particularly as the
popularity of a county fair had fallen
out of favor.
Whether this was a city or county
fair, promotion for the 1898 fair contained some grand language as demonstrated in this article:
“Those exciting bicycle and foot
races; those hotly contested ball games
in which east side will be cheered on to
victory by its thousand rooters; the air
surcharged with music from three big
bands; the streets crowded from one
sidewalk to the other by those eager to
inspect the thousands of exhibits of life
stock, poultry, grain, produce, cookery, needlework, painting, and so on
and on and on; the brilliant street illuminations at night; the figure drill by a
women’s brigade…; a cyclists’ lantern
parade…; the heavens ablaze with the
many colored lights, Greek fire, acetylene gas, myriads of Japanese lanterns,
and fireworks; that chorus of 150 male
voices…; the grand industrial and allegorical parade…and including the
mighty carnival of calithumpians, the
great and only living, breathing,ictheo
meglosauriohondopondolondicon, fascinating in the terror of the horridness
of its ponderosity; the grand ball at the
Opera house…”9
Unfortunately the second day of this
fair was completely rained out. It seems
that with the cancelling of the parade,
fairgoers were denied the chance to
see the calithumpians, and theomeglosauriohondopondolondicon. However,
two events seemed to be great successes no matter the weather. “One was that
dinner given to the old veterans by J.
A. Ring, and the other was the grand
ball at Lander opera house.”10 Veterans
marched to Bridge Park and were fed a
meal of pork, beans, hard tack and coffee. A highlight of the dinner was when
Mr. Ring “tapped” an oak tree turned
a faucet and dispensed an amber liquid
– “that looked very much like Hamm’s
beer.”11

Newspaper notices in 1899 spoke of
the fourth annual Shakopee street fair
without mention of a Scott County fair.
The street fair included parades, ball
games, bicycle and foot races, exhibits, merry-go-round, and stock exhibits,
and runs provided by the steamer “Vernie Mac” from St Paul & Chaska to accommodate fairgoers.
Throughout the 1890s the lack of
mention for the Scott County fair mirrors the end of the 1880s with silence.
It may be possible that the Shakopee
street fair took the place of the county
fair, and may have been considered and/
or perceived as the county fair. The
Scott County Historical Society would
be very interested in hearing if anyone
has definitive proof whether the street
fairs boldly promoted in the newspapers was a city or a county fair. Either
way, it seems the citizens who attended
fairs were very engaged with their communities, loved a spectacular parade,
took part in friendly competition, and
danced into the wee-hours of the morning. Not so different from what we experience at our fairs today.
It is interesting to note the importance given to bicycle races, over horse
races. Bicycling had become a huge
craze during the 1890s with clubs popping up in every community – competitions were fierce. In addition to these
races, the inclusion of bicycles in lighted parades was seen as a well enjoyed
highlight and culminating fair event
(along with the gala ball).
Next year we tackle the turn of the
century fairs – 1900 and the 1910s.
For details, or to conduct your own research, contact the Scott County Historical Society at 952-445-0378 or info@
scottcountyhistory.org or on the web at
www.scottcountyhistory.org.
(Endnotes)
1
Shakopee Courier, September
14, 1887, page 3 col. 2
2
Shakopee Argus, September
14, 1887, page 1 col. 2
3
Shakopee Courier, September
5, 1890, page 4, col. 2
4
Scott County Argus, September 7, 1893, page 5, col. 2
5
Ibid.
6
Scott County Argus, October
4, 1894, page 7, col. 2
7
Shakopee Tribune, September
10, 1897, page 4 col. 2-3
8
Scott County Argus, September 2, 1897, page 4 col. 4
9
Ibid, September 8, 1898, page
4, col. 2
10
Ibid, September 15, 1898,
page 1, col. 2-4
11 Ibid.

Correction to the last
Historical SCENE article:

“I came over in 1946. I was hoping
to go to the states with Ron when the
war was finished and he flew home.
He planned to take me with him in his
B-24. However, another officer with a
higher rank filled my space with lots
of rugs and pictures from Germany. Of
course, that took up the whole plane. I
had to wait several months for passage
on the Queen Mary. There were 1,200
GI brides on the ship.” (Sylvia Ryan final article)
** Notice: The Scott County Historical Society research library will be
closed June 11-16, 2012 for a makeover. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you. **

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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New districts
From page 1

Per state law, the allowable variance is 10 percent of the “average” –
here, that comes to 2,599. As Districts
4 and 5 did not not meet that threshold
therefore Scott County was required to
redistrict.
A Redistricting Committee was appointed by the County Board on June
28, 2011. Cindy Geis, Property and
Customer Service Manager, was appointed to Chair the committee; the
remaining committee members were
representatives from the County Attorney’s Office, the Elections Department,
the Geographic Information Systems
Department, and the Zoning Administration Department.
The committee met weekly to draft
viable plans to present as options at a
Redistricting Public Meeting held during a County Board Meeting on April
10, 2012. In drafting these plans, the
committee followed guiding principles
established by the committee and the
redistricting criteria set forth by the
state:
•
•
•
•
•

Divided into as many districts
as there are members of the
Board
Bounded by precinct lines
Composed of contiguous
territory
As regular and compact as
practicable
Populations cannot vary more
than 10 percent from the
average

On April 24, 2012, the County Board
was asked to choose a plan to adopt as
the new Commissioner Districts. The
County Board recognized the primary
considerations of a plan are districts be-

ing bounded by precinct lines, contiguous, close in population variance, and
compact. They also recognized that
secondary considerations of a plan are
to keep communities of interest whole
where possible. The plan adopted by
the County Board is shown below:
•

•

District 1 – Jackson,
Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand
Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine,
and Helena Townships; and
the Cities of Jordan, Belle
Plaine, the portion of New
Prague within Scott County;
and precinct 5 in the City of
Shakopee.
District 2 – Spring Lake,

Scott SWCD and NRCS staff (left to right) Todd Kavitz, Diane Hrabe,
Dan Miller, and Andy Porupsky helped customers choose extra
seedlings available for sale during Conservation Day.

•
•

•

Credit River, Cedar Lake, and
New Market Townships; the
City of Elko New Market; and
precincts 2 and 3 in the City of
Prior Lake.
District 3 – The City of
Shakopee, precincts 1, 2, 3, 4,
6, 7, 8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4 – The City of Prior
Lake except precincts 2 and 3;
and precincts 9, 10, 11, and 13
in the City of Shakopee.
District 5 – The City of
Savage.

When a County is redistricted, if the
number of people moved in or out of a
district is more than five percent of the

average of all districts, then an incumbent commissioner must re-run. This
plan required all five commissioners
to re-run in the next general election.
Two Commissioner Districts will have
initial two year terms, and thereafter
have four year terms; three Commissioner Districts will have initial four
year terms, and will remain four year
terms so as to provide staggered terms
on the County Board.
On April 24, 2012, the County Board
established that Commissioner Districts
3 and 5 will have the two-year terms;
whereas, Commissioner Districts 1, 2,
and 4 will have the four-year terms.

Greg Boe from Scott County Environmental Health told visitors about
the Household Hazardous Waste Facility.

Over 500 attend Scott SWCD Conservation Day
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in
Jordan would like to thank everyone who purchased
seedlings, native seed mixes, and rain barrels this
year! Scott SWCD sold more than 32,000 seedlings,
60 rain barrels, and 125 seed mixes from October
2011 through April 2012. In addition, District staff
organized the second annual Conservation Day at the
Fairgrounds on Friday, April 27, with more than 500

individuals and families attending and about a dozen
vendors.
Special thanks go out to event sponsors: Prairie
Meadows Native Seed, Cedar Summit Farm, Greenhead Turf Management, KCHK, D & J Landscaping,
Marshwatch Farms, the Scott Clean Water Education
Program, Minnesota Department of Agriculture nitrate testing clinic staff, the Scott County Household

Hazardous Waste Facility, Shakopee High School Environmental Ethics students and Scott/Carver Master
Gardeners.
Those who wish to be added to our 2012-2013 tree
program e-mail list are invited to call (952) 492-5425
or send an e-mail to dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us. Next
year’s program materials will be distributed in early
October.

