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As of January 1, budding entrepreneurs and seasoned business
owners alike have a new resource
in Scott County – the Metropolitan
Consortium of Community Developers’ (MCCD) “Open to Business” program, offered countywide
through a partnership with the Scott
County CDA and the First Stop
Shop.
What is “Open to Business”?
The “Open to Business” program offers small business technical assistance and access to capital
to existing Scott County businesses,
Scott County
residents, and
those
parties interested
in opening a
business
in
Scott County.
Technical assistance services include business plan development,
ORDQ SDFNDJLQJ ¿QDQFLDO PDQDJHment, real estate analysis, marketing
assistance, strategic planning, and
business regulations. The MCCD
also works with clients to help them
¿QG WKH ¿QDQFLQJ WKDW EHVW PHHWV
their own unique needs. They proYLGH GLUHFW ¿QDQFLQJ DQG ORDQV LQ
partnership with banks and nonprofit lenders. Funds can be used for inventory, working capital, asset and
equipment purchases, real estate acOPEN TO BUSINESS to Page 13

Eager to get started in your garden? Attend “Garden Fever” hosted by the
Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners on Saturday, March 8.

Master Gardeners plan
“Garden Fever” for March 8
Rethink, Reuse, Restore is the Senior Ecologist at Applied Ecologitheme for the 16th annual Garden cal Services of Prior Lake, will present
Fever presented by the Carver-Scott “The Double-Duty Sustainable Yard:
Extension Master Gardeners on Sat- Food, Garden, or Native Plants?” and
urday, March 8, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. “Restoring Ecological Health to Your
at the Oak Ridge Conference Center Landscape.” The program will also
in Chaska. Garden Fever is designed include educational sessions taught
to be a day-long program to provide by Extension Master Gardeners on a
education and outreach on a variety variety of topics: trees and their issue
of horticultural and environmental LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ KRZ WR UHMXYHQDWH DQ
topics to residents of Scott and Carver aged landscape, bees in the garden, repurposed garden art, innovative conCounties.
This year’s featured speakers: Em- tainer gardening, sustainable lawn care
ily Tepe, University of Minnesota practices, gardening with children, and
Horticulturist and author of The Ed- seed starting/plant propagation.
ible Landscape, and Doug Mensing, GARDEN FEVER to Page 7

County welcomes new library director
Grussing sees critical work in pre-K literacy
If he told you that he went from
EHLQJDQ(QJOLVKPDMRULQFROOHJHWR
the new Scott County Library Director, it wouldn’t be too much of a
stretch. But even though he traveled
that distance in a mere decade, Jacob Grussing made a couple of stops
along the way.
Currently, this Minnesota native lives in St. Cloud, but Jacob
got his BA from the University of
Minnesota-Morris and his MA in
Library Studies from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. (In case that
fact caught your attention, he and
his family are looking to relocate to
the area sooner rather than later. A
90-minute commute doesn’t work
particularly well with two kids under three.) He met his wife, Cara,
working at a local grocery store
after initially deciding that college
wasn’t for him – and they’ve been
together ever since. Jacob did eventually return to college to complete
his undergraduate degree, but he still
felt… unsettled.
After years of Cara’s hinting,
suggesting, and then urging, Jacob
¿QDOO\DJUHHGWRWHVWRXWWKHOLEUDU\

KLVNQRZOHGJHRIWKH¿HOG
But even though he comes to Scott
County with a freshly minted Master’s
degree, don’t expect to see Jacob make
dramatic changes to the way things
have been run under his predecessors.
“The traditional functions of a library
– the programs, collections, and materials – are still very necessary,” Jacob noted. “Public libraries are challenged with proving their continued
relevance, and there are a number of
ways we can do that. Some libraries
are going completely bookless, while
Jacob Grussing
others are investing in ‘makerspaces.’
¿HOG±DVDYROXQWHHU±IRUWKH*UHDW I can’t say what our future will be, but
River Regional Library system. And I know we’re doing critical work in
pre-K literacy, and I think that will althe rest, as they say, is history.
“I had been a lifelong library user, ways be relevant. Libraries can be the
but it took my wife’s constant sugges- seed corn for the rest of the educational
tions to actually consider libraries as continuum.”
Now leading a metro-area library
a career,” he said. “It didn’t take long
for me to recognize the really great system with several dozen full-time
work that was going on with the li- staff (and countless volunteers), Jacob
brary system,” and his introduction to is eager to get to know the Scott County
the people who work for the libraries community better. Don’t be surprised
sealed the deal. So he signed on for to see a library presence where you
DQDLGHSRVLWLRQ±KLV¿UVWOLEUDU\SR- least expect it – from farmers’ markets
sition with a paycheck – and started to local parks -- and don’t forget to say
eyeing a graduate degree to advance hello to Jacob.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Program cultivates future leaders
Over the past year, several articles in this publication have highlighted the County’s focus on the core functions of government itself (advancing a safe, healthy, and
livable community) and our brand “Delivering What Matters.” Of equal importance has been the effort of all of our local governments to work collaboratively
and to meet challenges through integrated solutions rather than through fragmented
approaches. Collectively, we have been concentrating on improving the quality of
our communities in a manner that is proactive, positive, and sustainable.
A sustainable community is one that is economically, environmentally, and socially vibrant, strong, and resilient. Further, it’s one that takes a long-term perspective — one that’s focused on the present and the future, well beyond the next
budget or election cycle. A sustainable community’s success depends upon meaningful and broad-based citizen participation and involvement through active, organized, and informed citizenship… and to be informed, a citizen needs to learn about
government.
7KHUHDUHWZRZD\VWROHDUQDERXWJRYHUQPHQW7KH¿UVWLVWRUHDGWH[WERRNV
about what others have done, which is the traditional, scholarly approach. However,
a second tack is to build on the theoretical knowledge and see how to apply it in an
actual government setting.
Every April, about 100 middle- and high school students come to the Scott County Government Center (and the SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Center) to
take part in Future Leaders Day (see page 5 for more information). Sponsored by
our local veterans’ clubs, Future Leaders is a program designed to offer students a
hands-on experience with local government. Eligible 8th and 9th graders are selected
IURPDUHDVFKRROVLQFOXGLQJKRPHVFKRROVWRMRLQ&RXQW\VWDIIIRUDJUHDWGD\RI
learning about Scott County and its government.
7KH VWXGHQWV DUH DOO DVVLJQHG PHQWRUV DQG ZRUN ZLWK DQG VHUYH DV ³MXGJHV´
³SURVHFXWRUV´³FRPPLVVLRQHUV´³DGPLQLVWUDWRUV´RURWKHUJRYHUQPHQWVWDIIRI¿cials. They tour various government operations and facilities, and participate in
public safety training exercises, mock trials, simulated board hearings, and other
DFWLYLWLHVGHVLJQHGWRSURYLGH¿UVWKDQGNQRZOHGJHDERXWKRZFRXQW\JRYHUQPHQW
works and plays an important role in their daily lives and in the safety, health, and
livability of our communities.
Future Leaders Day was begun more than a decade ago through a partnership
ZLWK RXU DUHD YHWHUDQV ZLWK WZR VLPSOH REMHFWLYHV  WR SURYLGH VWXGHQWV ZLWK DQ
overview of local government and to give them an up-close chance to learn about
the way county government works. Each year, the program surveys the participants
about their day of learning and -- based upon their enthusiastic responses -- the
program has grown, improved, and broadened.
As we move forward with our efforts aimed at “Delivering What Matters,” we
will continue to seek time-tested and new ways to engage our citizens in an ongoing conversation about what… well, matters. And we hope that our Future Leaders
efforts have begun (and will continue beginning) the stirrings of a new generation
of young community leaders that will guide us all into a future based on shared
successes!

County Board meetings through April 2014
February 18
February 25

---

County Board meeting
no meeting

March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

------

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
FRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or via e-mail at (952) 496-8601. For
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWHDW
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is a vacancy on
this Board in Commissioner District 3. This Board is responsible for making
recommendations to the Scott County Board as they relate to community
corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff,
MXGJHVDWWRUQH\VVRFLDOVHUYLFHVSHUVRQQHOHGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YH
citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members
are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons
of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This
Board meets every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (9 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are nine vacancies on the Council, with vacancies in all Commissioner Districts.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services
Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities,
JRDOVDQGREMHFWLYHVWRWKH&RXQW\%RDUGDQGUHFHLYHVUHYLHZVDQGFRPPHQWV
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services
plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers
of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee
meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (one vacancy). This
nine-member committee, consisting of eight members from the Dakota County
portion of the Watershed and one member from the Scott County portion, advises
the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers Agreement
including the responsibility to guide implementation of the watershed management
plan and annual work plan and budget, and recommend action regarding disputes
pursuant to the Joint Powers Agreement. This Committee meets on the second
Wednesday of each month from 4 - 6 p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service
Center in Apple Valley. To be considered for appointment, you must live in the Scott
County Portion of the Vermillion River Watershed. For more information about the
Vermillion River Watershed see www.co.dakota.mn.us/CountyGovernment/Public
Entities/Vermillion JPO/default.htm.

Students participating in the Future Leaders Day sat with Scott County
comissioners and staff while playing their roles during a mock County Board
meeting.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.

Lower Minnesota River Watershed District (1 vacancy). The Board provides
technical reviews on land development proposals; coordinates its water management
responsibilities with local units of government; and furnishes information to
local units of government and the public about protecting the District’s special
natural resources. The Board meets the third Wednesday of every month at 5 p.m.
Members must reside within the Watershed District, which includes portions of
Shakopee, Savage, Jackson Township and Louisville Township. This Board has
representatives from different areas of the Watershed District. Scott County has
one representative. Members serve three year terms and are not restricted to term
limits. Information regarding the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District is
available at www.watersheddistrict.org.
Commissioner Districts:






District 1, Commissioner Joe Wagner: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts
1 and 2), New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine,
Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
District 2, Commissioner Tom Wolf: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior
Lake (precincts 2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring
Lake Townships.
District 3, Commissioner Dave Menden: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4,
6-8, 12A, and 12B.
District 4, Commissioner Barbara Marschall: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts
1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
District 5, Commissioner Jon Ulrich: The City of Savage.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Save yourself
from trouble,
consult building
inspectors at
start of project
Imagine the poor homeowners that have to remove
every window and then reinstall them because they
GLGQ¶W LQVWDOO D SLHFH RI ÀDVKLQJ RQ WKH ZLQGRZ VLOO
before setting the windows in their new construction
SURMHFWDOOEHFDXVHWKH\IDLOHGWRUHDGWKHLQVWDOODWLRQ
instructions or ask for advice.
A check for $10,000 was presented to the Scott County Meth Task Force from Shakopee Sand. Pictured,
Time and time again, do-it-yourself homeowners
OHIWWRULJKWDUH6KDNRSHH6DQG$VVLVWDQW3ODQW0DQDJHU'DYLG(FNKDUGW2I¿FH$GPLQLVWUDWRU:HQG\
waste
time and money on their home improvement
Boutell, Shakopee Sand Plant Manager Doug Wermerskirchen, Scott County Commissioner Barbara
SURMHFWV
EHFDXVH WKH\ ZHUH WROG RU WROG VRPHWKLQJ DW
Marschall, County Attorney Pat Ciliberto, and County Sheriff Kevin Studnicka
the home improvement store that doesn’t meet building codes.
Scott County inspectors are here to help you
WKURXJK \RXU SURMHFWV  ,I \RX¶UH QRW VXUH KRZ WR GR
VRPHWKLQJDQGZDQWWRLWULJKWWKH¿UVWWLPHGR\RXU
homework. Call and ask your local building inspector
It turned out to be a great holiday season for the ages us to be involved in our surrounding communi- TXHVWLRQVRUDUUDQJHWRPHHWZLWKWKHPDWWKHLURI¿FH
Scott County Meth Task Force! In December, Scott ties. They believe it is important to be good corporate WRGLVFXVV\RXUSURMHFWDQGJRRQOLQHDQGUHDGLQVWDOCounty Commissioner Barbara Marschall, County neighbors, and we agree,” said Shakopee Sand Plant lation instructions. Ask the clerk at the store where
Attorney Patrick Ciliberto, and County Sheriff Kevin Manager Doug Wermerskirchen. He said the compa- you purchased the building materials if they have inStudnicka – co-chairs of the Meth Task Force – were ny’s commitment to each of the three pillars of sustain- structions or guides for do-it-yourselfers.
pleasantly surprised by a $10,000 donation from Sha- ability -- People, Planet, Prosperity –help them focus
When building inspectors look at the plans you
kopee Sand. “When the people at Shakopee Sand on their priorities, “and in that order too.”
submit with your permit application, they will put
heard about the great work we’re doing with the Meth
Last year, Shakopee Sand contributed to Jordan’s notes and red stamps on them to give you some direcTask Force, they stepped forward with this generous Veterans Park, the Belle Plaine Food Shelf, the Jordan tion on some of the building codes. Please look at the
voluntary donation,” said Ciliberto. “We gratefully ac- Area Food Shelf, and the backpack program at Jordan approved plans carefully, and ask questions if you are
cepted this donation to continue our substance abuse Elementary School, according to Wendy Boutell, of- confused. We would rather provide advice than order
outreach, education, and prevention in our schools.”
¿FHDGPLQLVWUDWRUIRU6KDNRSHH6DQG
corrections. As the old saying goes, measure twice…
“Fairmount Minerals, our parent company, encourcut once.

Shakopee Sand donates $10,000 to
Scott County Meth Task Force

,FH¿VKLQJZLQWHUDFWLYLWLHVLPSDFWODNHV
Local volunteer groups plan lake cleanup events
In Minnesota, we love our lakes –
DQGZHFDQHQMR\WKHPDOO\HDU+RZHYer, it’s important to leave lakes as clean
as when we visited them for winter
¿VKLQJ FURVVFRXQWU\ VNLLQJ VNDWLQJ
and snowmobiling. After all, garbage
doesn’t magically disappear when the
ice melts; leftover debris goes directly
into our beautiful lakes when the spring
thaw arrives.
According to Jay Larson of the
O’Dowd Lake Chain Association, residents on O’Dowd Lake south of Shakopee have found some nasty stuff: gas
cans, beer and pop cans, oil bottles, human excrement, diapers, buckets, several pieces of wood from the ice houses
being moved through the course of the
winter, tires, pieces of vehicles, and
hundreds of pounds of litter each season.
So each year, the Association schedules a pickup event on a Saturday when
the snow has melted, typically on the
¿UVW RU VHFRQG 6DWXUGD\ IROORZLQJ WKH
ice shelter removal deadlines. Volunteers comb the lake for trash and discarded materials before the ice melts,
when it can affect lake water quality as
ZHOODVWKH¿VKEHDYHUVUDFFRRQVDQG
birds who live in, on, or near the lake.
“We usually get about 50 households,
including entire families, out on the ice
during our pickup event with trailers
and garbage bags. These residents of the
lake walk the shorelines and hit most of
the islands, especially the rope swing
island,” Larson explained. “It takes
several trips walking across the lake to
clean up what careless ice anglers and
winter recreation enthusiasts have left
behind that will pollute our lakes long
after they leave.”
³0DQ\ PDQ\ WLPHV ZH ¿OO XS WZR
place and four-place snowmobile trailers full of garbage,” he continued. “It’s
unbelievable what people leave behind… it has brought tears to many eyes
a number of times. We have been cleaning up the lake like this for more than 15

cleaning County Road 8 ditches from
23 to 27 in spring and fall.
The Prior Lake Sportsmen’s Club
will hold ice cleanup on Spring Lake
and Prior Lake on the Saturday after
WKH 0DUFK  ¿VK KRXVH UHPRYDO GHDGline, based on weather conditions and
safe ice conditions. Anyone wanting additional information can contact Prior
Lake Sportsmen’s Club member Barb
Prindle via e-mail at bprindle@msn.
com. The volunteers meet at Perkins on
Highway 13 and depart from there.
The Fish Lake Sportsmen’s Club will
also hold ice cleanup on Fish Lake on
the same date (March 8), based on safe
weather and ice conditions. For more information, contact Joe Deutsch at (952)
356-6796. Volunteers are asked to meet
Parts of ice houses, diapers, cans, and bottles are among the items left on at 8 a.m. at the Spring Lake Town Hall.
“The lake is not a public garbage
lakes by disrespectful lake users. Volunteer groups pick up the debris.
dump,” Melissa continued. “Some toxyears. Without this event, our chain of mal or informal volunteer ice cleanup ins from left-behind garbage are reevents on many of our Scott County leased into the lake and can actually
lakes would look pretty sad.”
“Scott County is blessed with sev- lakes. Volunteers primarily include DFFXPXODWHLQ¿VKWLVVXHQRWWRRDSHUDOJRRG¿VKLQJODNHV´QRWHG0HOLVVD those who live on the lake, but also lo- petizing when you think of it that way.
Bokman, Scott County Water Resources cal sportsmen’s and community clubs. Human waste is also a source of nutriPlanner. “Hundreds of people pile on The O’Dowd Lake Chain Associa- ents, and many of the lakes in the CounZDUP FORWKHV JUDE WKHLU MLJJOH VWLFNV tion is one of many volunteer groups. ty are already considered water qualityand bait bucket, and head out on the The New Market Sportsmen’s Club also impaired due to excess nutrients.” The
ODNHWKLVWLPHRI\HDUWRHQMR\WKHWUXH organizes a clean-up event on McMa- Cedar Lake Improvement District has
0LQQHVRWDWUDGLWLRQRILFH¿VKLQJ)RU hon (Carls) Lake each year. “Part of the scheduled a cleanup for Cedar Lake on
some, it’s a home away from home and clean-up activities includes picking up Saturday, March 8, at 9 a.m. For more
a favorite pastime. But we have to re- the access area and the shoreline that information, contact Mike Speltz at
member that permanent residents and is not private property,” noted Jamie mspeltz@gmail.com.
wildlife have homes that surround many Walsh of the Club. “These clean-up
She continued: “We are lucky to have
lakes in our County. Their backyard – activities usually involve 20 to 30 club dedicated groups of residents who have
the lake itself – is negatively impacted members. It is not unusual in the spring been overseeing annual cleanup events
IRUXVWR¿QGDQH[WUHPHO\KLJKYROXPH for years. If they didn’t, we may not be
when littering occurs.”
“When you are out on the lake, of garbage that has washed ashore from able to swim in or have anything alive in
please be responsible and respectful of OD]\LFH¿VKHUPDQ,WHPVOLNHRQHSRXQG WKHODNHWR¿VKIRU/HW¶VDOOGRRXUSDUW
our valuable natural resources and leave propane tanks, lumber from damaged to keep our lake systems clean!”
the lake as clean as when you used it. ice houses, bait containers, beer cans
If you are interested in helping with
It takes a few minutes to pick up after and bottles, cardboard boxes, et cetera, clean-up efforts locally, contact Jay Lar\RXUVHOIDQGLVQ¶WWKDWGLI¿FXOW,QFOXGH are usually in very high volumes.”
son, O’Dowd Lake Chain Association,
The New Market Sportsmen’s Club at (612) 791-4408 or contact the Scott
DFRXSOHJDUEDJHEDJVZLWK\RXU¿VKLQJ
is a very active protector of our public 6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQWR¿QGRXWDERXW
JHDUWRPDNHWKHMREHDVLHU´
areas and subscribes to the Scott County other events at (952) 492-5416.
2014 ice clean-up events
A number of groups coordinate for- Adopt-A-Highway program, typically
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Healthy SCENE
By Merrilee Brown
Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Healthy behaviors = healthy communities
Have you ever used the saying “we’re all in this together”? Well, that’s the focus
of this article -- healthy behaviors: healthy communities.
In 2008, as part of Minnesota’s health reform effort, the State Health Improvement Program (SHIP) launched an initiative to help Minnesotans live longer,
healthier lives by encouraging healthy weight, promoting better food choices, and
decreasing tobacco use and exposure -- the leading causes of chronic disease, disability, and death. More recently, last November, the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) awarded statewide SHIP funding to counties and cities across Minnesota, and Scott County is fortunate to be one of the recipients.
Scott County Public Health will work in partnership with communities, schools,
worksites, and healthcare organizations to plan best approaches that will matter to
Scott County residents. (Yes, “Delivering What Matters”!) We will select strategies
in healthy eating, physical activity, and reducing tobacco use and exposure that
matter to all of us as a community.
To be certain, this is a big undertaking, and it will take the efforts of many
partners. Using current research and best practices developed by the Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), these partners will choose strategies that
are both effective and long-term. The partnership will be choosing its strategies in
the next few months based on data from the Minnesota Student Survey, the Metro
Adult Health Survey, hospitals, public health agencies, and other relevant sources.
In future articles, we will update you with the chosen strategies and why these were
selected for Scott County.
While existing efforts from the last four years will continue, there are some
interesting new approaches. Health disparities – i.e., the gap in health outcomes
between various populations -- are an important focus. We will identify where the
greatest health disparities exist in our county and develop plans to build partnerships to address health equity for all. Additionally, we will be putting new emphasis
on improving health across all ages by focusing on youth and people over 60. We
will also be following the Minnesota 2020: Chronic Disease and Injury Plan goals:





Increase the number of adults who are a healthy weight from 38 percent to
47 percent by 2020
Increase the prevalence of youth who eat the recommended number of fruits
and vegetables daily from 18 percent to 30 percent by 2020
Increase the prevalence of youth meeting moderate physical activity guidelines from 74 percent of boys and 68 percent of girls to 92 percent of boys
and 89 percent of girls by 2020
Decrease the rate of young adults (18-24) who smoke from 27.8 percent to
18.6 percent by 2020

Individuals are never healthy (or unhealthy) alone. Our actions and the actions
of others together create the environments that play such an important role in our
health and well-being. As the late Senator Paul Wellstone was fond of saying, “We
all do better when we all do better.”

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Frostbite, shoveling are two
of winter’s health hazards
If you like to brag about how cold
Minnesota is in winter, this year’s frigid
season has not let you down. In early
January, our state experienced its coldest temperatures in almost 30 years with
the high temperatures on January 6 remaining in the double-digits below zero,
accompanied by brutal windchills that
were between -40°F and -50°F! The
low temperatures led to our governor
closing every school in the state, and
most districts kept their doors closed for
several days.
Many of us have grown so accustomed to our winters to the point where
we often forget how threatening this
weather can be. In our coldest months
of the year, our weather can be unforgiving if you attempt to face it unprepared.
Some of the hazards you may face in
winter are frostbite, slippery roads and
walkways, thin ice, and hypothermia.
Frostbite is the freezing of skin and
extremities on the body. Every human is susceptible to frostbite, including those who have faced Minnesota’s
winters their entire lives. Frostbite can
resemble and act like a burn and will
cause numbness, tingling, itching, or
cold sensations in the affected areas.
The affected skin will appear white and
frozen, is cold to the touch, or discolRUHG ÀXVKHG ZKLWH RU JUD\ \HOORZ RU
blue).
The best way to avoid frostbite is by
covering up and limiting your exposure
to the cold weather. In conditions like
we experienced in January, frostbitten
VNLQFRXOGRFFXUZLWKLQ¿YHWRPLQutes of being outdoors. The threat of
frostbite in Minnesota during winter is
very real, especially when we reach subzero weather.
If you believe you or someone you
know has frostbite, get them to a warm
place as soon as possible and seek medical attention. The skin may tear easily,
so do not rub the affected area. Gently warm up by slowly soaking the area
in lukewarm water (100 - 105 degrees

Frostbite can resemble and act like
a burn and will cause numbness,
tingling, itching, or cold sensation in
the affected areas. The affected skin
will appear white and frozen, is cold
WR WKH WRXFK RU GLVFRORUHG ÀXVKHG
white or gray, yellow or blue).

F) until it appears red and feels warm.
Seek medical assistance immediately!
March is normally our snowiest
month, which means you’ll probably
take part in Minnesota’s most popular
winter sport -- shoveling. Shoveling is
an activity which most of us have done
for so long that we don’t always consider the hazards that shoveling can bring.
At its core, shoveling is a weight-lifting
exercise. It raises your heart rate and
blood pressure, and it can be a harmful
or even deadly activity, especially if you
are over 40, are relatively inactive, and
have a history of heart trouble.
Because shoveling is an exercise,
you should treat it as such. Prior to
shoveling, warm up and stretch. Once
you begin shoveling, never work until
the point of exhaustion. Take frequent
breaks, and if your chest feels tight, stop
immediately. Push the snow forward
rather than lifting it out of the way, and
only pick up small amounts of snow
when you need to.
Remember, you’re in Minnesota, so
dress like it! Wear layers when you can,
limit your exposure to the outdoors in
poor weather, and try to avoid going
outside alone when you can. There are
several dangers that can occur if you underestimate hazards winter can bring.

Make “no school” days fun, educational
Throughout January, parents across the state were
facing the same situation: coming off of a long winter
break, kids got several no-school days due to sub-zero
cold weather. While we may be fortunate enough to
escape that brutal weather for the rest of this winter,
you may still face days when you have to stay home
with some energetic children.
7KH ¿UVW GD\ RU VR FDQ EH IXQ VQXJJOLQJ RQ WKH
couch watching movies and making cookies. After
that, kids are more ready to be back on some sort of
schedule -- and need to be entertained. Even if you’re
looking at an unexpected day off or a long, rainy spring
break, here are a few activities can be adapted to your
child’s interests and age. It’s always fun to watch your
children learn when they think they are playing!

duty freezer bag); 1 quart zipper
style bag; 4 cups ice; 1 cup ice
cream salt or rock salt; 1 tablespoon sugar; ½ cup whole milk;
½ teaspoon vanilla extract; cups;
spoons; napkins; ice cream toppings; mittens (optional).
 Pour the milk, sugar, and
vanilla into the small zipper bag.
 Squeeze as much air out as possible, mix well,
and seal the bag carefully.
 Place the small zipper-type bag into the large
bag.
 Cover with ice and salt. Seal the large bag
tightly.
 6KDNH WRVV ÀLS WKH ³LFH FUHDP PDFKLQH´ IRU
Charlotte’s Web: Have you read the chapter book?
DERXW ¿YH WR  PLQXWHV ,I WKH EDJ JHWV WRR
The library has a cartoon version for check out, too!
cold to handle, wrap it with a towel or pass it
<RXFDQDOVR¿QGERRNVDERXWVSLGHUVIDUPDQLPDOV
from person to person.
how ice cream is made, et cetera. Some games and
 If the mixture isn’t frozen after 10 minutes, add
songs you can play include “Farmer in the Dell,”
more salt and ice.
“Stick Horse Race,” “Egg-Spoon Relay,” and “Old
 Open the larger bag and remove the smaller
McDonald Had a Farm”!
bag.
Activity 1 – Practice making spiderwebs with glue
 Wipe the smaller bag thoroughly before openand black construction paper, then sprinkle the glue
ing it so the salty water does not contaminate
with Epson salt and glitter. With older kids, you can
the ice cream.
use different pieces of yarn or other craft supplies.
 The ice cream should be the consistency of soft
You can talk about how no two spiderwebs look the
serve ice cream.
same… kind of like people! If kids want some time on
Eat right out of the bag, or serve in small cups.
the computer, they can do a little research on different
web patterns and see if they can copy them.
If You Give a Mouse a
Activity 2 – “Ice Cream in a Bag” (you may want
Cookie: This series of books
to do this in the garage!). With older kids, you can
not only has fun cooking actalk about the freezing point, and why you add salt to
tivities, you can also teach
the ice.
your children about cause
What you need: 1 gallon zipper-style bag (heavy

and effect and to think about how their future may be
affected by what they are doing.
Activity 1 – Make your favorite chocolate chip
cookie recipe, and talk to your kids about washing
their hands before cooking (and not touching their face
or hair while cooking). Let the kids measure the ingredients and mix. Don’t worry about making a mess, let
them have fun! While the cookies are baking, have the
kids help you clean up.
Activity 2 – What you need for “Puffy Paint Mouse
Painting”:
0L[LQJ VSRRQV  WDEOHVSRRQ VHOIULVLQJ ÀRXU 4

drops of food coloring (primary colors); 1 tablespoon of salt; water; printer paper or cardstock;
paint brushes or cotton swabs; microwave.
1. 0L[WKHÀRXUIRRGFRORULQJVDOWDQGZDWHU
together.
2. Paint onto paper.
3. Put the painting into the microwave for
20 seconds. Do not leave the microwave
unattended during that time.
4. Carefully remove the painting and observe
the wonderful transformation! Be careful –
the paint may be hot when it is removed from
the microwave.
The University of Minnesota Scott County Extension offers many educational programs after school
and during some school holiday breaks. To learn more
about these programs or how to keep your kids entertained during school breaks, contact Sara Wagner at
(952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at dunc0088@umn.edu.
Have a great spring break!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Register now for CodeRED
,W¶VDOUHDG\EHHQD\HDUVLQFH6FRWW&RXQW\EHJDQXWLOL]LQJLWVPDVVQRWL¿FDWLRQ
V\VWHPFDOOHG&RGH5('DKLJKVSHHGQRWL¿FDWLRQV\VWHPWKDWDOORZVORFDOMXULVdictions to send emergency or informational messages out quickly. The system
DOORZVSXEOLFVDIHW\RI¿FLDOVWRFRQWDFWWKHHQWLUH&RXQW\DWRQFHRUWRVHQGPHVsages to a small, targeted location.
2XU¿UVW\HDURIXVLQJ&RGH5('KDVEHHQPHWZLWKDORWRIVXFFHVV2XU&RXQty-wide test call in January
2013 called 52,701 numbers
in mere seconds. In April
2013, CodeRED was used to
notify residents in close proximity to the scene about the situation at Koda Energy in Shakopee. In May, CodeRED was utilized to help locate a missing child. In September and October, it
was used to help locate a missing child and two missing vulnerable adults.
If you haven’t registered for CodeRED, you can sign up any time by visiting the
Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us and clicking on the “CodeRED” logo.
If you don’t have a computer or need assistance signing up for CodeRED, call Scott
County Emergency Management at (952) 496-8181 and a staff member will ensure
you get registered in the system.
By registering with CodeRED, you can get access to the optional weather warnLQJIHDWXUHV7KHZHDWKHUQRWL¿FDWLRQVZLOOJLYH\RXWKHRSWLRQWREHDOHUWHGZKHQever the National Weather Service issues a thunderstorm warning, tornado warnLQJRUÀDVKÀRRGZDUQLQJLQRXUDUHD<RXFDQSLFNRQHRUDOORIWKHVHRSWLRQVE\
UHJLVWHULQJRQOLQHDQG\RXFDQFKRRVHWRUHFHLYHWKHVHQRWL¿FDWLRQVWKURXJKSKRQH
calls, text messages, or e-mails.
7KHUH LV QR TXHVWLRQ WKDW E\ XVLQJ D PDVV QRWL¿FDWLRQ V\VWHP ZH KDYH PDGH
Scott County an even safer place to live and work. The system has been used in
UHDOHPHUJHQF\VLWXDWLRQVDQGKDVJLYHQRXUORFDOSXEOLFVDIHW\RI¿FLDOVDZD\WR
directly connect with the public when safety is at stake. However, our Scott County
FDQEHQH¿WHYHQPRUHIURPWKLVV\VWHPLIPRUHSHRSOHDUHUHJLVWHUHGWRUHFHLYHWKH
QRWL¿FDWLRQV%HHYHQPRUHSUHSDUHGIRUDQHPHUJHQF\VLWXDWLRQE\UHJLVWHULQJIRU
CodeRED today!

Order SWCD trees, shrubs,
native seed mixes now
Despite this winter’s brutal, belowtemperatures, it’s time to think about
spring and tree planting. Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District’s annual
tree program continues at full speed, offering 29 varieties of evergreen and deciduous bare-root trees and shrubs. The
program also offers Scott and Dakota
County residents four different native
plant seed mixes, rain barrels, and tree
supplies. So far, the big sellers include
our state tree (the Norway Pine) along
with American Hazelnut and the everpopular lilacs, cedars, spruce, maples,
and dogwoods. Seedlings are sold in
bundles of 25 and range from eight to
30 inches tall.
All varieties are still available, and
SUHSDLG RUGHUV DUH WDNHQ RQ D ¿UVW
FRPH ¿UVWVHUYHG EDVLV 7KH SURFHVV
of ordering is simple. You can go online to review varieties, place and pay
for your order (VISA, Mastercard or
bank account) at www.scottswcd.org/
gallery_trees.org. You may also use the
order form inserted in this issue of the
SCENE.
Tree order pickup has already been
scheduled for Friday and Saturday,
April 25 and 26, at the Fairgrounds
(times and other events to be announced
in the April issue of the SCENE).
“Thanks to all who have supported
this great program through the years,”
said Scott SWCD Tree Program Coordinator Diane Hrabe. “If you are a
¿UVW\HDUWUHHFXVWRPHUZHDUHH[FLWHG
WRKDYH\RXMRLQWKHHIIRUW$OPRVWtwo
million seedlings have been planted
since 1990 through you and your neighbors’ efforts! We have customers who
have been ordering trees for more than
30 years. We are especially grateful to
live in such a beautiful county where
conservation is a number one priority.”
Planting trees and shrubs are an
investment in the future, with many

EHQH¿WV
 Adding beauty and shade to your
yard
 Increasing your property value
 Filtering pollutants through their
root systems
 Providing privacy, natural borders and windbreaks
 Softening and complementing
architecture
 Improving air quality
 Reducing energy costs
 Conserving water
 Sheltering and feeding wildlife
and songbirds

6WXGHQWVZRUNHGZLWKVWDIIIURPWKH6FRWW&RXQW\$WWRUQH\¶V2I¿FHDVWKH\
participated in a mock court trial during the Future Leaders program in 2013.

Do you know a Future Leader?
Sign up now for April 25 program
Scott County will be hosting the 13th
annual Future Leaders of Scott County
event on Friday, April 25, 2014! This
event affords selected 8th and 9th graders from Scott County schools who are
studying government a hands-on opportunity to learn about county government
outside of the classroom environment.
During the months of January and
)HEUXDU\&RXQW\RI¿FLDOVDQGVWDIIYLVLW
8th and 9th grade government classes
WKURXJKRXWWKH&RXQW\EULHÀ\LQWURGXFing the topic of county government and
inviting interested students to apply for
the Future Leaders of Scott County Day
program. Selected students – limited
to 100 due to space and budget constraints – will be matched with County
employees (mentors) based on interests

indicated in the application form. Students will then spend the day “shadowing” their mentors and preparing for and
SDUWLFLSDWLQJLQHLWKHUDPRFNMXU\WULDO
or a mock County Board meeting or
visiting the SCALE Regional Training
Facility in Jordan to see up close how
ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW RI¿FHUV ¿UH¿JKWHUV
and other public safety professionals are
trained for their life-saving work.
Interested students should watch
for announcement of the event at their
respective schools. If you are an interested student studying civics -- or the
parent of an interested student who does
not attend a traditional school in Scott
County -- please contact Selina at (952)
496-8244 or Tracy at (952) 496-8164
for further information.

Free tax preparation help available
Qualifying taxpayers can get free help preparing their federal and state
income tax returns at locations across Minnesota. You can get this help if
any of the following are true:
 You are a senior citizen (age 65 or older); or
 You are disabled; or
 You speak limited or no English; or
 Your income is $52,000 or less.
Most free tax preparation sites are open February 1 through April 15. For
assistance locating the nearest free tax preparation site near you, contact Extension Educator Sharon Powell at spowell@umn.edu or (952) 492-5383.

Winter is best time to
prune most trees

Winter is a great time of year to dead, damaged, or broken branches, or
prune most trees, and it offers several branches that are weakly attached to the
advantages over summer pruning.
main trunk. It will also train a young
During the winter, when the leaves tree to have one main trunk, by pruning
are gone, defective tree parts (dead or off any branches that could turn up and
broken branches, weak forks, et cetera) compete with it. By creating a healthy,
are easy to spot. By pruning in the win- well-shaped tree, you increase its value
ter, you provide your tree an opportunity DQG\RXUHQMR\PHQWZKLOHDOVRUHGXFLQJ
WRDGMXVWWKHVL]HDQGQXPEHURIOHDYHV the likelihood of storm damage to the
the following growing season. Trees tree or surrounding structures or items.
will also rapidly develop protective calConsult a reputable professional (ask
lus tissue around pruning cuts that are LI WKH\ DUH ,6$ &HUWL¿HG  LI \RX KDYH
made in late winter. Finally, tree patho- any questions about how or where to
Conservation-wise, trees and shrubs gens are dormant during the winter, so prune a tree. Then, when the trimming
intercept water, store some of it, and there is a much lower risk of spreading SURMHFW LV FRPSOHWH EH VXUH WR GLVSRVH
reduce storm runoff and the possibility infectious diseases. You should strive to of the scraps properly. In Scott County,
RIÀRRGLQJRQ\RXUSURSHUW\%\XVLQJ have all pruning work completed by the you may bring your yard waste to The
Mulch Store (952-445-2139) or the
trees in urban areas, we are able to mod- end of March.
Pruning your trees will remove SMSC Compost Site (952-403-7030).
erate the “heat island” effect caused by
pavement, parking lots, and buildings in
commercial areas. By planting trees and
VKUXEV ZH FUHDWH D QDWXUDO OHVV DUWL¿cial environment. Whether you live in
the city or in a rural area of the County,
you can be part of conservation by or<RXFDQQRZDFTXLUHJDPHDQG¿VKOLFHQVHVDWWKH&XVWRPHU
dering these low-cost seedlings through
Service Center located in the Elko New Market Library! The
the Scott SWCD program. For more inhours of operation are Mondays and Wednesdays, 1 p.m. - 8
formation or to receive an order form,
p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10
FDOO WKH 6FRWW 6:&' RI¿FH DW  
a.m. - 2 p.m. For more information, please call (952) 496-8150.
492-5425 or send a request via e-mail to
dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us. Think spring!

Elko New Market Library adds Game
and Fish to Customer Service Center
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Will winter cold save us
from emerald ash borer?
The emerald ash borer (EAB) is now cold hardiness, increasing the populaestablished in Minnesota and will pose tion’s resilience to future cold events.
a serious threat to our huge population
There has been some good news
of ash trees. As we shivered through recently about the potential for newly
January’s “polar vortex fueled arctic introduced stingless wasps to control
superfront,” some have taken comfort EAB populations. Will they help? Yes,
By Katie Schneider, Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator
from recent research suggesting that and they may even be more cold tolerGreetings, Scott County!
It is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to introduce myself. My the cold may wipe out up to 80 percent ant than EAB. But the cold could knock
name is Katie Schneider, and I am the new Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator. of emerald ash borer larvae in Minne- their populations back as well.
An 80 percent reduction in EAB
,DPDJUDGXDWHRIWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD&URRNVWRQZLWKDGRXEOHPDMRU sota. A recent report by Rob Venette and
in Equine Science and Agricultural Business. I was a 14 year Wright County 4-H Mark Abrahamson predicted that “… populations would be great. It would
ZKHQ ODUYDH UHDFK & )  ¿YH buy some time for homeowners and
member, and continued to volunteer in Wright County even after my 4-H career.
It was my goal, as a college graduate, to get involved with Minnesota 4-H be- percent will die; at -23°C (-10°F), 34 woodland owners to prepare for EAB’s
cause of the positive effect it has on youth and their development into young adults. percent will die; at -29°C (-20°F), 79 arrival. But EAB is in Minnesota to stay.
Previous to accepting the Scott County position, I was serving as an AmeriCorps percent will die; and at -34°C (-30°F), Our ash trees, which have no natural de9,67$LQ&URRNVWRQ0LQQHVRWD,QP\VSDUHWLPH,HQMR\ZRUNLQJRQP\IDPLO\¶V 98 percent will die.” Clearly, air temps fenses against EAB, are likely to see
hobby farm, showing horses and volunteering. Please feel free to give me a call or were colder than -20°F for several hours extensive mortality both in cities and
stop in if you have any questions. I am looking forward to the start of a great year in January across much of Minnesota. towns and across Minnesota’s 17 milBased on these numbers, it seems likely lion acres of forest.
for Scott County 4-H!
that the prolonged cold this week did in
EAB has killed millions of trees in
a lot of EAB larvae.
the United States since its introduction.
This is good news. As UMN Exten- Individual trees can be treated to resist
sion’s
lead EAB guy Jeff Hahn reminds EAB-induced mortality, but out in the
We’ve redesigned the Scott County
 Downloadable documents inus, EAB presents a numbers game. The woods, the bugs and tree mortality are
+ZHESDJHVWRPDNHLWHDV\WR¿QGWKH
cluding County Clover Update
bugs can be munching away under the harder to detect and likely to cause more
information you need about 4-H pronewsletters, club listings, county
bark for several years before trees start widespread damage.
gramming and events in your area. The
federation and council docu- dying in large numbers. But when the
address is: www3.extension.umn.edu/
ments, and records; and
cumulative effects of repeated years of So what to do?
county/scott/4h. Highlights include:
 Contacts to easily connect with damage and ever-increasing EAB popuFirst, and most importantly, do not
 Articles with the latest informa4-H staff in your area.
lation density reach a threshold, a lot of PRYH ¿UHZRRG ,W¶V QRW MXVW ($% ¿UHtion about what’s happening in
trees can die quickly. A big reduction in wood movement is the primary vehicle
4-H and related resources;
The new County 4-H webpages have EAB population density could move us for new introductions of a number of
 Links to the information and re- a printer-friendly design, making the in- back from that “tipping point,” buying a damaging insects.
sources you need to learn about formation easy to use in multiple ways. few years more time. But…
Homeowners do have individual-tree
KRZWRMRLQ+YROXQWHHUOHDG For example, you can either print the intreatment options. But those treatments
a club, apply for scholarships, formation for one item in the calendar, Why EAB is here to stay:
are impractical in the woods, so woodstay in touch as alumni, and be or print it all to have a complete printed
The arctic superfront was the excep- land owners need to prepare differently
informed about important poli- calendar of upcoming events.
tion, not the norm. The average number for EAB. If you’re thinking about harcies that guide participation;
:H KRSH \RX ¿QG WKH QHZ &RXQW\ of nights below -10°F is on a steady vesting timber, maybe expand the sale a
 Calendar with dates, times, 4-H webpages useful. Please contact decline in recent years, meaning that bit to take the ash with the other species
deadlines, and information about Sara or Katie at (952) 492-5410 with EAB-killing cold will be less common (but leave about 50 percent of the canupcoming County, regional, and any questions or comments about 4-H in the future. (See chart below.)
opy intact to avoid ponding that results
state 4-H events, training, and programming and events in your area.
Even if we lose a lot of EAB this LQ ORQJWHUP ORVV RI QRW MXVW DVK EXW
other important items;
winter, we will not lose them all. Many any tree cover). You won’t make much
will survive, either because they are for- money from harvesting ash, but you
tunate enough to be situated in a rela- may avoid a hazardous situation with a
tively warm spot (temperature can vary lot of standing dead trees in the future.
fairly widely across the landscape based Likewise, if you move ash to the front
on wind exposure, aspect, topographic RI \RXU ¿UHZRRG KDUYHVWLQJ TXHXH GR
position, and so on) or because they are it.
The year 2013 will go down as one of both have been rain gauge monitors for more cold-hardy than most. These surthe strangest weather years in Minneso- 35 years; other rain gauge monitors are YLYRUV ZLOO ¿QG HDFK RWKHU DQG EHJLQ
Source: Eli Sagor, University of Minta history. A spring that arrived in mid- Albert Bisek (New Prague), 11 years; to rebuild the population. And as Lee nesota Extension, submitted by Abby
summer, a short-lived “actual” summer, Jonathan Cohen (Prior Lake), 27 years; Frelich points out, over the long term, Neu, Extension Educator, Scott County.
a fall that felt more like an early winter, Chris Schwingler (Jordan), 16 years; cold events like this one could select for
DQG ¿QDOO\ D GHHS IUHH]H LQ 'HFHPEHU Russell Martin (Elko New Market),
with temperatures common in most typ- three years; Mary Koll (Belle Plaine),
ical Januarys or Februarys. In reality, no six years; Don Giesen (Union Hill),
“normal” patterns really settled in.
two years; Robert Kahle (Belle Plaine),
“Precipitation-wise was no different; seven years; and John Hoger (Prior
2013 was a year of extremes,” said Scott Lake), three years. That’s 49,640 days
SWCD Water Resource Specialist Katie of recording rain, snow, sleet, and other
Wigen, who oversees the rain gauge usual weather data. All results are sent
monitor program locally. The Scott monthly to the Minnesota State ClimaSoil and Water Conservation District tology Network in Saint Paul.
(SWCD) has a network of 10 volunteer
Interested in becoming a rain
rain gauge monitors throughout Scott gauge monitor?
County who collect and record precipiThe SWCD is currently looking for
tation data 365 days of the year.
rain gauge monitors in the Shakopee
According to the cumulative average and Elko New Market areas. Responof all reports, the sky’s faucet either had sibilities for these volunteer positions
a leak or was left running, with an av- include recording precipitation and
HUDJHSUHFLSLWDWLRQRYHUWKH¿UVWKDOIRI weather conditions daily and submitthe year (January through June) of 19.89 WLQJ¿QLVKHGGDWDUHSRUWVPRQWKO\WRWKH Source: Climate Central, via MPR News’ Updraft Blog.
inches, which is 5.95 inches above the 6FRWW6:&'RI¿FH3URIHVVLRQDOJUDGH
historic average. However, an extreme- rain gauges and reporting sheets are
ly dry fall offset this extra precipita- supplied. “This would be a great opporhonors at the reSlightly different from a traditional
tion, and by the end of December, Scott tunity for retirees or residents interested
gional event they
County rain gauge monitors reported a in weather trends and statistics,” Katie NQRZOHGJH ERZO + SURMHFW ERZOV
then move onto the
second half of the year cumulative av- summed up. If you are interest, please have seven areas in which you can
state event held in
erage of 10.41 inches of precipitation, contact Katie at (952) 492-5418 or via choose to participate. Dairy, dog, genApril.
eral livestock, horse, poultry, rabbit, and
which is 6.6 inches below the historic e-mail at kwigen@co.scott.mn.us.
From the state contest, dairy, horse,
average for this same time period. “It
Monthly rainfall results are avail- wildlife are the focus of the knowledge
general livestock, and poultry winners
will be interesting to see what 2014 has able on the Scott SWCD website www. bowl teams statewide.
Each has two divisions: Junior will advance to national contests. Get
in store for the residents of Scott Coun- VFRWWVZFGRUJ 0RUH VSHFL¿FV FDQ EH
ty,” Katie added.
found by clicking the link “Rainfall (grades 3 through 8) and Senior (grades your friends together, recruit a coach,
Many of the current rain gauge mon- Monitoring Program” found under 9 through 4-H graduation). Coaches and study hard, and most of all… have
itors are veterans with the program, with the “Programs and Services” tab. For hold weekly meeting to prepare youth funGXULQJWKHSURMHFWERZOVHDVRQ,I
a combined 145 years of reporting ex- more historical data in Scott County, for the regional events which are held you would like more information on
perience. Adella Gruetzmacher (Belle you can visit http://climate.umn.edu/ WKURXJKRXWWKHVWDWHWKH¿UVWWKUHHZHHN- SURMHFW ERZOV SOHDVH FRQWDFW .DWLH DW
ends in March. If a team receives top WKH([WHQVLRQRI¿FHDW  
Plaine) and Francis Beuch (Jordan) HIDENannual.

New 4-H program coordinator hired

Scott County 4-H has new website

Local rain gauge monitors
note 2013 weather oddities

4-H project bowls gearing up for regions

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Master Gardeners offer
free classes at libraries
Gardens, Gardens, Gardens is the
theme for the 2014 Library classes offered by Carver Scott Extension Master
*DUGHQHUV :KHWKHU \RX DUH MXVW VWDUWing your garden or want to enhance the
VSDFH\RXDOUHDG\KDYHMRLQXV6RPH
of these classes will be repeats (or updates) of the most requested classes
offered in the past. All classes begin
at 6:30 p.m. and are free of charge.
No registration is necessary. The Prior
Lake Library is located at 16210 Eagle
Creed Ave., and the Shakopee Library
is located at 235 S. Lewis St. For a full
schedule of classes offered in Scott and
Carver Counties visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org

Shade Gardens
Repeating a class favorite, you will
learn how to make a beautiful and
colorful shade garden. Many ideas
for designing or improving your
garden and planting under trees will
be included, along with an extensive
list of new and old perennials, annuals,
JURXQGFRYHUVZLOGÀRZHUVDQG
shrubs. Class held March 17 at the
Prior Lake Library and March 11 at the
Shakopee Library.
Raingardens
Looking for a way to beautify your
yard and improve water quality in your
community? Installing a raingarden
keeps pollutants from pouring into
storm sewers and eventually into
nearby streams and lakes. Learn how
to add an attractive, low-maintenance
native garden to enhance your yard,
attract wildlife, and contribute to
cleaner water and a greatly improved
environment for your family and
community. Class held March 24 at the

Garden Fever
From Page 1
The event will feature local vendor
exhibits, Scott and Carver County displays, and a silent auction.
Cost is $40 if registered by Feb. 28,
$45 thereafter. This price includes a
continental breakfast, a fabulous buffet
lunch, and door prize registration. For
more information or to register online,
visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.
org or contact University of Minnesota
Extension at (952) 466-5300 or via email at riesg003@umn.edu.

Farm SCENE
News from the Scott County Agricultural Society:

Norm Pint named County Fair manager

Vegetable Gardens
Planning a vegetable garden this
year? Join us as we help you plan a
successful, productive garden. Learn
the best varieties for our area as well as
how best to deal with the insects and
diseases you may encounter. Class held
Feb. 24 at the Prior Lake Library and
Feb. 25 at the Shakopee Library.
Sun Gardens
Dry and sunny? Moist and sunny?
How sunny is my garden? What will
thrive in my garden? Answers to these
questions as well as the best annuals,
perennials, grasses, and shrubs will be
discussed. We’ll give you new ideas
whether renovating or starting a new
sunny garden site. Class held March 3
at the Prior Lake Library and March 4
at the Shakopee Library.
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Master Gardener Maren Christopher
will teach the class on making fairy
gardens.

Prior Lake Library and March 18 at the
Shakopee Library.
Fairy Gardens
Gardens are naturally enchanting
places. Fairy gardens and miniature
landscapes, though reduced in scale,
DUHGH¿QLWHO\QRWUHGXFHGLQWKHSRZHU
to enchant, engage, and inspire. Learn
how to design and recreate natural
looking miniature landscapes and
fairy gardens using very small plants
to mimic their full scale counterparts.
:H¶OOORRNDWVSHFL¿FSODQWVWKDWZRUN
well for fairy gardens as well as ideas
for creating ponds, streams, arbors,
paths, and other whimsical accessories.
Fairy gardens can take on many
dimensions; come be inspired to create
your own! Class held March 31 at the
Prior Lake Library and March 25 at the
Shakopee Library.
Container Gardens
Contain your creativity! Rethink your
containers from the ground up, and try
some new combinations. Try some
new kinds of pots, better soil, and
different plant selections to spruce
XS\RXUHQWU\GHFNÀRZHUEHGVDQG
vegetable gardens. Class held April 7
at the Prior Lake Library and April 1 at
the Shakopee Library.

The Yard and
Garden Line…
ZĂďďŝƚƐĞĂƟŶŐǇŽƵƌƐŚƌƵďƐ͍
ǀĞƌŐƌĞĞŶƐƚƵƌŶŝŶŐďƌŽǁŶ͍
ĂůůƚŚĞĂƌǀĞƌͲ^ĐŽƩ
ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐ
zĂƌĚĂŶĚ'ĂƌĚĞŶ>ŝŶĞĂƚ
;ϵϱϮͿϰϲϲͲϱϯϬϴ͘>ĞĂǀĞĂ
ďƌŝĞĨŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ͕ĂŶĚĂDĂƐƚĞƌ
'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌǁŝůůŐĞƚďĂĐŬƚŽ
ǇŽƵ͘

Here’s a riddle for you: Who is one part Walt Disney,
one part Eliot Ness, one part Thomas Jefferson, and all Scott
County? Norm Pint, the new Scott County Fair manager!
7RFDOO1RUPD5HQDLVVDQFHPDQZRXOGQ¶WGRKLPMXVWLFH
Born and raised in Scott County – in fact, in the same home
he and his wife Lori raised their kids as well – Norm’s been a
SROLFHRI¿FHUIDUPHU6KHULII¶VGHSXW\EXVGULYHU'HSDUWPHQW
of Public Safety acting director, and a local foods enthusiast
over the last few decades. Now, he’s adding “Fair Manager”
to his resume, and he can’t wait for 2014’s “Best Five Days
Norm Pint
of Summer.”
If his name is familiar, it’s for good reasons: the Pint farmstead is almost as old
as Scott County itself, and the family has been integrally involved with everything
from the Fair Board to farm policy… and now Norm can mingle these two callings.
“County Fairs, from the very beginning, were created as agricultural expositions,”
he explained. “And over time, they’ve gotten a little away from that. The Fair
Board members and I felt that it was time to start returning to our roots – showcasing and celebrating how food gets to a plate.” Noting until the middle of the 20th
Century, if they weren’t farming, most people were one to two generations off the
farm, “it’s more important now than ever before to get people engaged – in a real,
PHDQLQJIXODQGLQWHUDFWLYHZD\±LQKRZIRRGDQG¿EHUDUHSURGXFHG´KHVDLG
But don’t fret about any radical departure from the Scott County Fair everyone
knows and loves, Norm was quick to add. The carnival will still be there (under
new management), Big Eli (the Ferris wheel) will still be turning, all of that great
Fair food will still be around, the exhibitions promise to be bigger and better than
HYHUDQGWKHOLQHXSRISHUIRUPHUVLVRXWVWDQGLQJ³:H¶UHMXVWWDNLQJVRPHVPDOO
steps to reintegrate ag back into the mission of the Fair,” Norm added.
So, now we’ve gotten the Eliot Ness, Thomas Jefferson, and Scott County aspects down … what’s the Walt Disney reference? “Everyone that walks through
our gates is a guest,” he explained, “and guests deserve the best experience we can
SURYLGH´$QGZLWKWKDWKHPHWKLVZLIHWR¿QLVKSODQQLQJIRUWKHLUQH[WIDPLO\YDcation… to Disney World, where a young Norm and Lori went on their honeymoon
almost 40 years ago.
Are you interested in volunteering at the Scott County Fair? Norm and his
colleagues are looking for retired farmers, animal lovers, or agricultural professionals to volunteer their time and expertise at the Scott County Fair (July 23 – 27,
2014). Essentially, they want people on hand to answer questions, help with demRQVWUDWLRQVDQGJHWSHRSOHLQWHUHVWHGLQWKHIDUPWRWDEOHMRXUQH\,IWKDW¶V\RXRU
someone you know, contact Norm Pint at (952) 492-2436.

News from the Farm Advisory Board:
The Farm Advisory Board last met on January 9th, with a meeting agenda that
ranged from intergovernmental relations to Farmers Market rules, from agri-tourism event liability to property tax changes, from the creation of a new Minnesota
Food Council to wolf depredation rules. Thom Petersen, Director of Government
Relations for the Minnesota Farmers Union, also talked about the many grants that
are available from various sources to help develop farm businesses.
For more information, please contact Thom at (651) 288-7067.
In addition, Metropolitan Councilmember Wendy Wulff announced that the Met
Council expects that the draft 2040 Comprehensive Plan will be available for public
review and comment after it is approved on Feb 26. For the entire meeting minutes,
please visit hwww.co.scott.mn.us/PropertyGISLand/2030CompPlan/NaturalAreaFarmland/Meeting%20Notes/Jan.%202014%20meeting%20notes.pdf.
The next meeting will be Thursday, March 6, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., at the Scott
&RXQW\3XEOLF:RUNVIDFLOLW\7KHVXEMHFWZLOOEHHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWIRUDJULculture businesses.

Free Blue Thumb Raingarden
Workshops scheduled
The Scott Clean Water Education
Program (SCWEP), the Cities of Prior
Lake and Savage, and the Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District will
host Blue Thumb raingarden workshops
again this spring to assist Scott County
residents who are interested in installing
a raingarden on their property.
Raingardens are designed to catch
rainwater runoff from your roof, driveway, walkways, parking lot, and lawn.
They provide beautiful and colorful accents while attracting wildlife and pollinators. Unlike a typical vegetable or
ÀRZHU JDUGHQ D UDLQJDUGHQ LV LQWHQGed to improve water quality of nearby
creeks, streams, lakes, and rivers.
Workshops will be held in Scott
County on the following dates and
locations:
* Tuesday, April 22, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
-- Valley View Golf Club, Belle Plaine
(Eagle Ridge Restaurant will be open

for dining if you want to have supper
prior to the workshop)
* Saturday, April 26, 9 to 10:30 a.m.
-- Scott County Fairgrounds, Jordan
* Thursday, May 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
-- Prior Lake City Hall, Prior Lake
* Saturday, May 17, 9 to 10:30
a.m. -- Environmental Learning Center,
Savage
Following the Blue Thumb workshops, residents will have the opportunity to receive help designing and creating raingardens with Minnesota plants.
In addition, residents may be eligible to
receive a $250 to $500 grant to help offset the costs of creating raingardens.
The workshops are free, but registration is requested. Contact Diane Hrabe,
Scott Clean Water Education Program
Coordinator, to register at (952) 4925416 or send an e-mail to dhrabe@
co.scott.mn.us. For more information,
visit www.bluethumb.org.
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in partnership with

scott county

summer camps
CEDAR LAKE FARM
New Prague
LITTLE BOBBERS GET HOOKED
ON FISHING CAMP
Ages 5–7 Campers learn to identify Minnesota ﬁsh, bait their
own hooks, do water quality studies, and play ﬁsh games. Get
your child hooked on ﬁshing! Includes a starter ﬁshing pole and
tackle provided by the New Prague Sportsman’s Club. $105.
June 16–19, Monday–Thursday #327710-01
July 28–31, Monday–Thursday #327710-02
9 AM–NOON

BIG BOBBERS GET HOOKED ON FISHING CAMP
Ages 8–10 Go ﬁshing every day! Campers learn to identify
Minnesota ﬁsh, bait their own hooks, do water quality studies
by dip netting for water bugs, and play ﬁsh games. Get your
child hooked on ﬁshing! Includes a starter ﬁshing pole and tackle
provided by the New Prague Sportsman’s Club. $102.
June 23–26, Monday–Thursday #327710-03
1–4 PM
July 21–24, Monday–Thursday #327710-04*
9 AM–NOON

WATER – IT’S EVERYWHERE CAMP
Ages 8–11 Did you know that the water you drink today may
have once been the bathtub water of George Washington?
Your Minnesota water has traveled great distances and has been
in many forms. Learn about water, the water cycle, and water
quality through immersion into this element. $102.
July 21–24, Monday–Thursday #327710-08*
1–4 PM
*Cedar Lake Farm Extended Care is optional for
participants registered for both Big Bobbers and
Water – It’s Everywhere Camp. Drop off begins at 8
AM and pick-up ends at 5 PM; additional $40.
July 21–24, Monday–Thursday #327710-10

ARCHERY AND SURVIVAL SKILLS CAMP
Ages 8–11 Do you have what it takes to survive in the wild
and shoot archery? Learn and practice archery skills. Challenge
yourself in mastering survival skills through building shelters,
starting ﬁres, and learning about wild edibles. All equipment
provided. $204.
August 4–7, Monday–Thursday #327710-06
9 AM–3 PM

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES CAMP
Ages 8–12 Spend the afternoon enjoying the great outdoors.
Learn about nature and develop outdoor adventure skills such
as canoeing, archery, and geocaching. Develop survival skills
and play fun summer games. $102.
June 16–19, Monday–Thursday #327710-00
1–4 PM

RANGER CAMP
Ages 9–12 Experience the job of a park ranger! Practice
search and rescue and wilderness ﬁrst aid scenarios. Meet an
ofﬁcer and learn about their many roles. Practice skills that every
ranger needs such as navigation, ﬁre and shelter building, and
identiﬁcation of wild plants and animals. $102.
July 28–31, Monday–Thursday #327710-09
1–4 PM

ARCHERY AND OUTDOOR SKILLS CAMP
Ages 9–13 A full day of outdoor adventures with half your time
shooting archery and the other half exploring the woods and
waters. Spend time canoeing and learning outdoor adventure
skills like atlatl spear throwing, shelter building, and animal
tracking. Learn shooting techniques as established by National
Archery in Schools Program. Compete with your fellow campers
in fun archery games. All equipment is provided. $204.
July 7–10, Monday–Thursday #327710-05
9 AM–3 PM

WRANGLER ANGLERS FISH CAMP
Ages 11–13 This camp is for the serious angler who wants
to take ﬁshing to the next level. Fish every day, plus two
days we’ll go by shuttle to ﬁnd more ﬁshing holes. Learn to
differentiate Minnesota ﬁsh species, tackle and techniques used
to catch them. $230.
August 11–14, Monday–Thursday #327710-11
9 AM–3 PM

FISHING AND OUTDOOR SKILLS CAMP
Ages 11–15 Fish every day, plus more outdoor adventures!
Campers learn ﬁshing skills, canoeing, archery, atlatl spear
throwing, and survival skills. Get your child hooked on ﬁshing
and other outdoor adventures! $204.
June 9–12, Monday–Thursday #327710-07
9 AM–3 PM

CLEARY LAKE REGIONAL PARK
Prior Lake
LITTLE BOBBERS GET HOOKED ON
FISHING CAMP

RANGER CAMP
Ages 9–12 See description on this page under Cedar Lake Farm.
July 21–24, Monday–Thursday #324510-11
9 AM–NOON

ARCHERY AND OUTDOOR SKILLS CAMP

Ages 5–7 See description on this page under Cedar Lake Farm.
June 9–12, Monday–Thursday #324510-05
July 7–10, Monday–Thursday #324510-06
9 AM–NOON

Ages 9–13 See description on this page under Cedar Lake Farm.
July 28–31, Monday–Thursday #324510-08*
9 AM–3 PM

NATURE INVESTIGATORS CAMP

Ages 10–12 Are you ready for some adventure? Do you
wonder what it was like to discover new creatures and new
landscapes? Come to camp and follow the journey of Lewis
and Clark. Go back to the days of traveling by canoe, making
candles, shooting archery, primitive ﬁre building, journaling,
and map and compass skills. In partnership with Scott County
Historical Society. $204.
August 11–14, Monday–Thursday #324510-12
9 AM–3 PM

Ages 5–7 Explore a new topic each day including bugs, ﬁsh,
wetlands, frogs and snakes. Kids investigate each topic with
an art project, story time, and outdoor adventures like pond
studies, nature hikes, ﬁshing, and more. Get your child hooked
on nature! $105.
August 4–7, Monday–Thursday #324510-07
9 AM–NOON

WATER – IT’S EVERYWHERE CAMP
Ages 8–11 See description on this page under Cedar Lake Farm.
June 16–19, Monday–Thursday #324510-10*
9 AM–NOON

ARCHERY AND SURVIVAL SKILLS CAMP
Ages 8–11 See description on this page under Cedar Lake Farm.
July 14–17, Monday–Thursday #324510-09
9 AM–3 PM

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES CAMP
Ages 8–12 Spend the afternoon enjoying the great outdoors.
Learn about nature and develop outdoor adventure skills such
as canoeing, atlatl spear throwing, archery, geocaching, and
survival skills. Can be combined with morning Hooked on Golf
Camp to create a full day camp. $128.
June 9–13, Monday–Friday #324510-00
June 16–20, Monday–Friday #324510-01*
July 7–11, Monday–Friday #324510-02
July 21–25, Monday–Friday #324510-03
August 4–8, Monday–Friday #324510-04
1–4 PM

CORPS OF DISCOVERY CAMP

TRIBUTE TRAINING CAMP
Ages 12–15 Do you have the skills if you were chosen to
be a tribute? Gear up, because we are going to work on many
survival skills you might need in the arena such as archery,
canoeing, ﬁre building and much more. At the end of the week
we put your skills to the test to see how well you would do.
Let the games begin! $204.
June 23–26, Monday–Thursday #324510-13
9 AM–3 PM
*Cleary Lake Extended Care is optional for participants
registered for morning and afternoon programming or golf
lessons during speciﬁed weeks (visit website for golf lesson
schedule). Drop off begins at 8 AM and pick-up ends at 5 PM.
June 16–20, Monday–Friday, $48 #324510-14
July 28–31, Monday–Thursday, $40 #324510-15
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LITTLE HOUSE ON THE RIVER CAMP
Ages 6–12 Experience log-cabin life in the Big Woods, just like
Laura! Help with chores around the farm and garden, cook on
a wood-burning stove, practice the art of sewing and attend
school in a one-room schoolhouse. Play old-fashioned games,
explore the outdoors and take a trip into town to visit the
General Store, where a note from Nelly Olson awaits. $155.
July 8–10, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-22
August 5–7, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-23
9:30 AM–3:30 PM

Shakopee
KID VS. WILD CAMP
Ages 6–12 Explore the 19th-century wilderness as we discover
what life was like for early Minnesota settlers. Find the perfect
spot to build your shelter, start a ﬁre using ﬂint and steel, then
set out in search of food. Practice the art of animal tracking and
learn the dos and don’ts of wild edibles. Outdoor Recreation
School leads activities on ﬁnal day. $155.
June 17–19, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-24
July 15–17, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-25
August 12–14, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-26
9:30 AM–3:30 PM

CIVIL WAR CAMP
Ages 10–15 Go from civilian to soldier in the Fifth Minnesota
Infantry and relive the Civil War. Activities include: 19th-century
baseball, rope making, one-room schoolhouse, military drills,
marching and camp life. Learn about Minnesota’s role in the
Civil War and participate in a simulated skirmish. Recruits may be
male or female. $155.
June 10–12, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-06
9:30 AM–3:30 PM

BUILD A CAMP: ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE
Ages 6–12 The school bell is ringing! It’s time for class to
begin in our 1887 one-room schoolhouse. Meet the school
teacher, take lessons using a slate-board and soap stone, and
play with 19th-century toys. This camp is offered with Victorian
Tea Party and Day on the Farm. Sign up for more than one and
save on your registration. Must call for registration and discount,
763.559.6700. One camp: $36; two camps: $68;
three camps: $94.
June 24, Tuesday #338410-01
July 22, Tuesday #338410-02
August 19, Tuesday #338410-03
9:30 AM–2 PM

KID VS. WILD: ADVANCED SKILLS CAMP
Ages 10–15 Explore the 19th-century wilderness as we discover
what life was like for early Minnesota explorers. Learn knots to
build your shelter, start a ﬁre without matches, then set out in
search of food and water. Learn advanced skills of map reading
and using a bow and arrow. Outdoor Recreation School leads
activities on ﬁnal day. $155.
July 15–17, Tuesday–Thursday #338410-04
9:30 AM–3:30 PM

BUILD A CAMP: VICTORIAN TEA PARTY
Ages 6–12 You’re invited to spend a day with us at our
beautiful Victorian house! Join us for tea, dancing and a game
of croquet. Assist with baking preparations for the party, learn
to communicate using only a fan and create an embroidered
decoration to take home. This camp is offered with One-Room
Schoolhouse and Day on the Farm. Sign up for more than one
and save on your registration. Must call for registration and
discount, 763.559.6700. One camp: $36; two camps: $68;
three camps: $94.
June 25, Wednesday #338410-07
July 23, Wednesday #338410-10
August 20, Wednesday #338410-11
9:30 AM–2 PM

BUILD A CAMP: DAY ON THE FARM
Ages 6–12 Old-fashioned living at its best! Visit two different
farms to help care for animals and collect eggs. Help with
household chores such as laundry and rug-beating, then visit our
gardens before enjoying a snack made in our outdoor summer
kitchen. This camp is offered with One-Room Schoolhouse and
Victorian Tea Party. Sign up for more than
one and save on your registration. Must call for registration
and discount, 763.559.6700. One camp: $36; two camps: $68;
three camps: $94.
June 26, Thursday #338410-18
July 24, Thursday #338410-19
August 21, Thursday #338410-20
9:30 AM–2 PM

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
t5hreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM – 5 PM
Saturdays 8 AM – 2 PM
Scholarship Information
Applications are considered on the basis of ﬁnancial need
and funds available. Call for details.
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations cancelled at least 30 days in
advance are 100 percent refundable; less than 30 days
before camp are not refundable. Programs will take place
rain or shine. If program is cancelled by park staff, you
will be notiﬁed and full refund or credit will be issued
upon your request.

+DUGLQHVV=RQH0DSUHYLVHGWRUHÀHFWZDUPHUWHPSV
Despite this winter’s historic cold
snap (and horrible new terms like “Polar
Vortex”), Minnesota is getting warmer,
according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Hardiness
Zone Maps (HZM). Those maps were
UHYLVHGLQWRUHÀHFWDò]RQHVKLIW
for much of the state because Minnesota, like the rest of the U.S., has been
experiencing warmer annual minimum
temperatures during the time period
used to create the new HZM.
According to the USDA, an HZM
is the standard by which gardeners and
growers can determine which plants
are most likely to thrive at a location.
Data points used to create the map are
based on lowest daily minimum temperatures recorded at thousands of stations around the country during each of
the years sampled. The 1990 HZM used
data from a 12-year period (1976-1990),
while the new 2012 HZM is based on
data from a 30-year period (1976-2005).
Both maps divide the U.S. into multiple
hardiness zones with 10o F differences
in average annual minimum temperatures. Each hardiness zone is also divided into “a” and “b,” with “a” being
the colder half of any zone and “b” the
warmer half. Zone 1 is the coldest zone
(-50o F to -60o F).
On the new map, much of the southern half of Minnesota (including Scott
County) that was formerly divided into
zones 4a and 4b is now all Zone 4b (with
average minimum temperatures of -20o
to -25o). The four pockets of Zone 2b
(with average minimum temperatures of
-40oto -45o) has essentially disappeared
from northern Minnesota.
So while this information might now
make many of us feel warmer at this
time of the year, here are some tips they

can be used to guide Minnesota gardeners, according to Kathy Zuzek, Assistant
Extension Professor with the University
of Minnesota:
* Remember that a HZM is created
based on average annual minimum temperatures and should only be used as
a general guide, as temperatures lower
than the average minimum temperature
of the zone you live in will invariably
occur. Pick your plants accordingly.
* Broaden the palette of plants you
choose to grow in Minnesota a bit, but
be cautious and wise in your weighing
of risk versus gain as you try out new
plants.
* Hardiness zone maps are of no help
in predicting plant damage or mortality
during acclimation and deacclimation.
Every year, starting in late summer,
perennial plants goes through a multimonth process called acclimation. In
spring, dormant plants go through a reverse process called deacclimation that
restores their ability to actively. Plants
FDQ EH ZLQWHULQMXUHG RU NLOOHG E\ DEnormally low temperatures during the
months of acclimation and deacclimation. This is especially true of marginally hardy plants from warmer parts of
the country or world that we may try to
grow in Minnesota.
* Hardiness zone maps provide gardeners with one category of plant performance information: winter survival.
If the new HZM persuades you to plant
cultivars and species new to you, remember that there are other selection
categories to consider as you match a
plant to your planting site: soil texture,
soil moisture, soil pH, light exposure,
precipitation, et cetera.
To read this article in its entirety
and much more gardening informa-

tion, visit the U of M Yard & Garden
News at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/efans/
ygnews/2012/02/.
For more local help on gardening

information or questions visit: www.
carverscottmastergardeners.org or call
the helpline at (952)466-5308.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Collaboration needed to meet challenges
$OORZPHWRPDNHDVOLJKWPRGL¿FDWLRQRI0DUN7ZDLQ¶VTXRWH³,I\RXGRQ¶W
OLNHWKHZHDWKHULQ0LQQHVRWDMXVWZDLWDIHZPLQXWHV´7KDWORQJKHOGREVHUYD
tion is even more applicable today. The extreme cold snap we had in early January,
along with the unseasonable tornadoes in Iowa and Illinois in November and December, were examples of unusual events. The cold snap in January was, accordLQJWRH[SHUWVWKHUHVXOWRQDQXQGXODWLQJMHWVWUHDPWKDWGLSSHGIDUWKHUVRXWKWKDQ
normal carrying with it arctic temperatures, while places within the arctic circle
were actually experiencing warmer than normal weather. What do these changes in
our normal weather patterns mean for Minnesotans? There are a multitude of impacts, aside from the lack of ability to plan for associated heating and cooling costs.
Minnesota is now ranked with Florida (Florida!) by the property insurance industry
as a risky place to live, due largely to the increased weather related property damage claims related to tornadoes, extreme rain events, and hail storms.
I can recall only one other time when schools were closed due to extremely cold
weather. I was in high school then, and my friend and I were happy for another day
WRJRLFH¿VKLQJ <XSWRRFROGWRZDONWRVFKRROEXWMXVW¿QHIRULFH¿VKLQJ 2I
course, we knew how to dress to keep from freezing, and that’s the key. Being preSDUHGIRU0LQQHVRWD¶V¿FNOHZHDWKHUJLYHV0LQQHVRWDQVDQDGYDQWDJHRYHUSHRSOH
in more temperate states. I believe this will give Minnesotans a bit more resiliency
in responding to climate change extremes; we can (and do) deal with both extreme
FROGDQGH[WUHPHKHDWZDYHV)RUERWKZHMXVWKHDGIRUWKHODNHZKHQLW¶VWRRKRW
ZHMXPSLQ«ZKHQLWLVVXSHUFROGWKHLFHLVVDIHUIRU¿VKLQJ
But climate change is no laughing matter. The changes we are already dealing
with will be increasingly costly to society. And frankly, we’re not well prepared for
the changes that are coming. The problem as I see it (with over 35 years of experience) is that these impacts represent moving targets -- and the targets are moving
faster away and farther from the norm.
And this isn’t merely abstract: I’ve often noted that our program has changed
our enforcement emphasis in some respects. Things that were serious environmental threats in the past (such as air pollution from open burning of garbage, private
dumps of garbage, improper management of hazardous wastes, failing on-site sewage systems contaminating lakes and streams) have been effectively eliminated.
The amount of effort we expend today on pursuing polluters has greatly diminished from what it was 30 years ago. People better understand the implications of
pollution.
So what will environmentalists be focusing on in the future? I’ll be leaving that
decision to my successor as I begin to prepare for retirement. But I’m trying to
impress on my environmental peers who will continue the battle that business as
usual has always been dealing with change, and the pace of change has increased.
We have technological tools to enable us to do things faster, and more effectively.
:HFDQREWDLQQHZLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWVXEMHFWVDOPRVWLQVWDQWO\ZKLFKLPSURYHV
our response time to new challenges. But the challenges will be coming faster and
probably more severely than ever before.
I attended a national conference for environmental health professionals last summer, and some of the best attended sessions were about disaster response. It’s clear
that well trained rapid-response teams (with the needed equipment) are and will
be even more necessary to respond to the environmental threats associated with
extreme weather. Fortunately, I also see more collaboration between and among
government agencies to quickly deploy experts and resources as needed. We now
have the ability (and the willingness) to work collaboratively with peers across the
VWDWHDQGFRXQWU\MXVWDVLIWKH\ZHUHLQWKHQH[WURRP:HZLOOQHHGWRHVWDEOLVK
those connections and build relationships to meet the new challenges. For those of
us who want a change, we need only wait a few minutes.
For a better understanding of weather extremes, I highly recommend our nation’s most reliable source, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NOAA website: www.climate.gov.

Earth Day turns 44 on April 22
So what do Santa Barbara, California; Cuyahoga River in Cleveland,
Ohio; US Senator Gaylord Nelson
from Wisconsin; the late President
Richard Nixon; the Environmental
Protection Agency; and Rachel Louise
Carson have in common?
If you research these locations and
people, you will see that all played a
SDUWLQWKHFUHDWLRQRIWKH¿UVW(DUWK'D\ZKLFKWXUQVRQ$SULO
22, 2014.
Rachel Louise Carson’s book Silent Spring -- four-and-a-half
years in preparation and published in September of 1962 -- set
off a nationally publicized struggle between the proponents and
opponents of the wide spread use of pesticides.
If you want to learn more about the history of Earth Day,
check out Rachel Carson’s book or Aldo Leopold’s A Sand
County Almanac. Both are considered required reading on the
environmental movement in the United States.
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Compliance inspection
may be required for
your septic system
One of the most common questions that the Environmental Health
& Inspections Department receives
in regards to its septic system program is: “I’m buying a home. Do
I need to have a compliance inspection done on my septic system?” The
answer is that the Scott County Subsurface Sewage Treatment System
(SSTS) Ordinance does not require a
compliance inspection at the point of
sale. However, many lenders, mortgage companies, and buyers require
that an inspection be done.
Scott County does require a septic compliance inspection in certain
situations, as follows (see the SSTS
Ordinance on the County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us for a complete
list):
* When you apply for a building
permit for a bedroom, to build a horizontal addition onto an existing structure (including decks), or to build an accessory structure (such as a storage shed
or grain bin);
* The use of a property changes (for
example, residential to commercial);
* The addition of a business, or a
change of a business type or use; or
* When any parcel of land is developed, subdivided, rezoned or split and
there is an existing SSTS on any of the
parcels.
A common misconception is that a
compliance inspection is required for
all building permits. However, as noted
above, a compliance inspection is not
required for a building permit to re-roof
or re-side, to replace your windows or
furnace, or for many other permits. In
some cases, it is not required even for
permits to remodel your home.
Even if you apply for a permit where
ZHUHYLHZ\RXUVHSWLF¿OHZHGRQRWDO
ways require a compliance inspection.
See below for when this requirement is
waived:
* Department records indicate that
the existing septic is not an unsealed
tank (usually referred to as a cesspool,
drywell, or seepage pit);
* The septic does not pose an imminent threat to public health (such as a

VHZDJHGLVFKDUJHWRWKHODZQRUD¿HOG
tile);
* There are acceptable design, construction, maintenance and location
records of the septic system (we have
good records back to the early 1980s);
or
* There are limited options to locate
a replacement septic and the permit activity will not result in an increase in
water usage or lead to possible damage
of the existing septic system.
Prior to approving the permit, the
&RXQW\PD\UHTXLUHWKHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRI
an alternate site and that the septic tank
be pumped if records show that it has
been more than six years since the tank
was last pumped.
In 2011, the Environmental Health
staff reviewed over 400 building permit applications to determine if a septic compliance inspection should be required. Of those 400, we required an
inspection in only 13 cases.
If a compliance inspection is done,
the state-licensed inspector is required
to submit the inspection results to the
County within 15 days. If the septic
system is found to be non-compliant and
Scott County determines that the system
will need to be replaced, the County will
send a letter to the property owner on
record regarding the date by which the
septic system needs to be replaced. The
property owner is required per Minnesota Statute 115.55 to disclose all of that
information to a potential buyer. Who
pays for the new system is up to the
buyer and seller.
When Scott County requires a septic
system to be replaced, the following replacement schedule is used:

<RXFDQ¿QGWKHPDSVKRZLQJWKH
susceptibility of the bedrock aquifer
to ground water contamination for
your property by using the ScottGIS 2.0 Interactive Mapping Application at http://maps.co.scott.mn.us/
ScottGIS2.0/. In the “Parcel Search,”
enter your address; and under “Natural Resources,” select “Groundwater
Susceptibility.” For more information on septic systems, please contact the Scott County Environmental
Health and Inspections Department
at 952-496-8475.

Table 1 of SSTS Ordinance 7.05
FODUL¿HVVHSWLFV\VWHPUHSODFHPHQWUHTXLUHPHQWV
6XVFHSWLELOLW\RI
EHGURFNDTXLIHU
to groundwater
contamination

6\VWHPSRVHV 8VHVDQXQVHDOHG
DQLPPLQHQW WDQN FHVVSRRO
health
leaching pit)
threat

'UDLQ¿HOG
LVWRRGHHS

High
susceptibility

10 months

10 months

3 years

Moderate
susceptibility

10 months

3 years

5 years

Low
susceptibility

10 months

5 years

10 years



<RXFDQ¿QGWKHVXVFHSWLELOLW\RIJURXQGZDWHUFRQWDPLQDWLRQIRU\RXUSURSHUW\
by using the ScottGIS 2.0 Interactive Mapping Application at http://maps.co.scott.
mn.us/ScottGIS2.0/. In the “Parcel Search,” enter your address; under “Natural
Resources,” select “Groundwater Susceptibility.” For more information on septic
systems please contact the Scott County Environmental Health and Inspections Department at (952) 496-8475.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Coal tar driveway sealers
now banned in Minnesota
A new law in Minnesota prohibits the
use or sale of coal tar sealant products
throughout our state, but many people
don’t know what coal tar sealants are -or even if they are exposed to them in
their day-to-day lives.
Pavement sealcoat — also called
driveway sealer or sealant — is a blackish liquid that is commonly sprayed
onto the asphalt pavement of many
residential driveways, parking lots, and
even some playgrounds. Sealcoat that is
used in the central, southern, and eastern
U.S. commonly contains coal-tar pitch,
or coal tar. Coal tar contains about 200
different compounds called polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Coal
tar sealcoats typically contain about
1,000 times more PAH than is found in
similar asphalt-based sealcoat products,
and hundreds of times more than is typically found in tire chips, used motor oil,
or other residential materials. Various
PAHs, including benzo[a]pyrene, have
been found to cause cancer, birth defects, or cellular mutations in humans.
Coal tar has been widely used in sealant products for driveways and parking lot surfaces for many years. While
coal tar can be an effective sealant for
asphalt-based surfaces, it also contains
high levels of carcinogens that can wash
into nearby water systems, according to
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). However, there are many
quality asphalt sealcoat products available that do not contain coal tar. This
means that school districts can minimize
children’s exposure to these chemicals
by specifying that non-coal tar asphalt
sealcoats must be used for their facilities. And homeowners can take steps to
assure that any contractor they hire to
sealcoat their asphalt driveway is using
materials that do not contain coal tar.
Results from studies focused on
PAH exposure to dust from seal coated
asphalt have raised concerns about the
health risk to children. In a recent paSHU LQ WKH MRXUQDO ³(QYLURQPHQWDO 3ROlution,” the authors noted that “… although PAH sources are abundant in the
environment, coal-tar pavement sealant
VWDQGVRXWDVDPDMRUVRXUFHRIWKHSROlutant.” It was recently reported that
PAH concentrations in house dust found
LQ UHVLGHQFHV ORFDWHG DGMDFHQW WR SDUNing lots with coal tar-based sealant were
25 times higher than in residences adMDFHQWWRXQVHDOHGDVSKDOWSDUNLQJORWV
Coal tar sealants gradually wear
off, breaking down into particles that
are washed off by rain into streams,
blown elsewhere by wind, or tracked
into homes on the soles of shoes. Some
of its toxic compounds also evaporate
into the air, which is why freshly sealed
parking lots give off a strong odor.
Because of the negative impacts on
human health and the environment,
along with the high costs of cleaning
up contaminated stormwater ponds, the
2013 Minnesota State Legislature voted
to prohibit the use of coal tar sealant
products. This ban (MS 116.202) applies to both the sale and the use of coal
tar sealant products. So, as of Jan. 1,
2014, no person may apply, cause to be
applied, or sell coal tar sealant products.
Violation of this law is a misdemeanor,
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Pledge to not text and drive
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), more than
QLQHSHRSOHDUHNLOOHG DQGSHRSOHDUHLQMXUHG every day in crashes that are
reported to involve a distracted driver. Distracted driving -- which involves taking
your eyes off the road, taking your hands off the wheel, and/or taking your mind off
of driving -- has been around as long as driving itself.
which carries a penalty of up to 30 days
Texting while driving is a relatively new phenomenon, but it is having a huge
LQMDLODQGD¿QH
LPSDFWRQWKHGHDWKVDQGLQMXULHVRQRXUURDGZD\V7H[WLQJDQGGULYLQJKDVUHDFKHG
“We’re at a tipping point…” in the almost epidemic proportions in the United States. In fact, according to the Nationmovement against using coal tar seal- al Highway Transportation Safety Administration, at any given daylight moment
ants, says Nick Kelso, owner of Minne- across America, approximately 660,000 drivers are using cell phones or manipulatsota-based Jet-Black International. His ing electronic devices while driving.
seal-coating company, which has franWith so many drivers using their mobile devices while driving, it has had a drachises in 13 states, is phasing out its use PDWLFLPSDFWIRUDOORIXV)RULQVWDQFHLQMXULHVIURPFUDVKHVZKHUHDGLVWUDFWHG
of them. Instead, they are turning to an driver was involved went up nine percent from 2011 to 2012. The National Safety
alternative: asphalt-based products that Council estimates at least 1.6 million crashes each year involve drivers using cell
he says are constantly improving, cost phones and texting, and teen drivers are four times more likely than adults to get
about the same, and contain much lower into car crashes or near-crash events directly related to cell phone use or texting.
levels of worrisome chemicals. In addi- Perhaps most startling is the affect texting or talking on a cell phone while driving
WLRQPDMRUUHWDLOHUVVXFKDV+RPH'H- has impacted pedestrians: between the years of 2005 and 2010, the number of pepot, Lowe’s, Ace Hardware, and United destrians and bicyclists killed by distracted drivers has increased up to 50 percent!
Hardware have already stopped selling
Obviously, using your cell phone while driving can have bad consequences for
coal tar sealants.
you or the lives of others. While technology may be helping us in many areas, in
“There are pros and cons to each
product,” says Lonnie Harris of West the case of using your cell phone while driving it is causing great harm. Accidents
Suburban Asphalt Maintenance, based caused by texting or talking on a cell phone while driving are essentially preventin the Chicago suburb of Carol Stream. able, and all of us should be making every effort to eliminate this threat.
7KH6FRWW&RXQW\6KHULII¶V2I¿FHLVKHDGLQJXSDQHZ³,0DGHWKH3OHGJHWR
He says asphalt can wear off sooner
Not
Text & Drive” campaign to help educate local teens and stop preventable tragWKDQFRDO WDU LQ KLJKWUDI¿FDUHDV VXFK
edies.
Our young drivers need to be aware of the dangers of distracted driving and
as streets and busy parking lots, but it
does well in lower-use locations like keep their attention on the road, not on their cell phones or other mobile devices.
driveways. Both types — similar in 0HPEHUVRIWKH6KHULII¶V2I¿FHZLOOEHPDNLQJDSSHDUDQFHVDWORFDOVFKRROVDQG
density to a thick coat of paint — are sporting events and handing out t-shirts to kids who make the pledge to not text and
water-based emulsions that are typically drive. The t-shirts come in pink, green, and orange (so kids can make a fashion
sprayed on asphalt pavement. Harris statement while they help spread the message by taking the “Don’t Text & Drive”
applied coal tar sealants to parking lots pledge).
But you don’t have to be a kid to take the pledge; it’s something we all should
for years and says he got second-degree
burns on his neck from carrying an ap- do. To take the pledge yourself, commit to the following statements:
 I will not text and drive.
plicator hose around his shoulders. He
 I will not use my cell phone while driving.
says he got lightheaded and had panic
 If I need to use my phone while driving, I will only use hands-free devices.
attacks, which would go away during
 I will encourage others to make the pledge.
KLV ZRUN¶V RIIVHDVRQ  ³,W¶V YHU\ GLI¿By taking this pledge, you are sending a message everyone that distracted drivcult to attribute it to coal tar, but it was
the only new chemical introduced into ing is a problem that needs to be corrected. But don’t stop there… please share the
my system then,” he says, noting he dangers of texting and driving with your family, friends, and loved ones. Be proacnow uses only asphalt-based products tive in preventing someone you know from becoming the next statistic of texting
and feels much better.
and driving.
When comparing asphalt vs. coal tar
sealants, Kelso states, “we’re not seeing
much of a difference in performance,”
noting that the industry is working to
improve asphalt products. He also notes
that asphalt sealants aren’t as smelly after application, and won’t burn a workers’ skin upon contact.

Scott County residents
who have unused
driveway sealers
containing coal tar should
bring those products
to the Scott County
HHW Facility for proper
disposal. Visit www.
co.scott.mn.us/HHW for
more information.
More information is available at the
MPCA website (www.pca.state.mn.us),
or you can contact Al Innes with the
MPCA at alister.innes@state.mn.us.

Students who pledge not to text and drive receive free tee shirts.

SVABW seeks volunteers
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is offering advocate
training for crisis line advocacy. This free training begins on March
22, and they are seeking caring individuals who are able to volunteer
two phone shifts per month (from their home) and are able to make a
one year commitment. Weekly support group facilitators and childcare
volunteers are also needed. Gain valuable knowledge and build your
professional skills while assisting others! For further information, call
Jan or Anna at (952) 873-4214.

Radon kits available at cost

Due to environmental concerns, the sale and use of coal tar sealant products
-- commonly called driveway sealer or sealant -- was banned in Minnesota
effective January 1.

7HVWLQJ\RXUKRPHRURI¿FHIRUUDGRQLVHDV\DQGLQH[SHQVLYH
$QGLIKLJKOHYHOVDUHGLVFRYHUHGWKH\FDQEH¿[HG7HVWLQJLVDV
easy as opening a package, placing the detector in a designated
area for a certain period of time, sealing the detector back in the
package, and mailing it to the lab. Fortunately, Scott County
sells radon test kits at cost. For more information, visit our website at www.co.scott.mn.us and search for “radon.”
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND6&$/( DOLWWOHPRUH
relevant to you and your neighbors by
bringing you SCALE “news you can
XVH´ ± XSGDWHV RQ URDG SURMHFWV ORFDO
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all,
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty
clear: “To forge new and innovative
ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited
resources.” So watch this page for current and future information from us and Charles and Helen Moriyama donated
$10,000 to the City of Savage for
our many SCALE partners!

From Savage:

historical
preservation.
Charles
served at Camp Savage during WWII.

translation for the United States. Military leaders have credited the Nisei linguists with shortening the war and savSavage’s trail system is about to ing as many as one million American
become more connected, thanks to a lives.
$100,000 grant from the Shakopee MdeThe Moriyamas visited Savage in
wakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) in 2012 to see what had become of Camp
Prior Lake.
Savage. Mayor Janet Williams and hus7KH%OXII7UDLO3URMHFWZLOOFUHDWHD band, Will, showed the couple the hisone-mile path from the City’s govern- WRULFDO PDUNHU WKDW LGHQWL¿HV WKH VLWH
ment campus to Quentin Avenue near where the camp once stood. The sign
downtown. The segment will connect to H[SODLQVWKHVLJQL¿FDQFHRI&DPS6DYexisting trails and sidewalks, resulting age and its soldiers. They also visited
in routes that could provide access to the Savage Library’s Heritage Room,
neighboring communities, as well as the where Camp Savage photographs and
Minnesota Valley State Trail. The City’s memorabilia are available to the public.
SURMHFWZDVDPRQJ¿YHWRUHFHLYHIXQG³:HDUHMXVWWKULOOHGWREHUHFRJQL]HG
ing through the SMSC’s grant program, for what we have done in preserving the
which was announced last fall. Total history of our city and we know it is apSURMHFW FRVWV IRU WKH WUDLO DUH HVWLPDWHG preciated,” Mayor Williams said. The
at $300,000.
Moriyamas’ donation has been placed
in the City’s Community Investment
Fund until the Savage City Council deFinancial report earns
termines how the money will be used.

Bluff trail gets boost
from $100,000 grant

accolades

The City of Savage has been awardHG WKH &HUWL¿FDWH RI $FKLHYHPHQW IRU
Excellence in Financial Reporting by
WKH*RYHUQPHQW)LQDQFH2I¿FHUV$VVRciation of the United States and Canada
(GFOA). The award was presented for
the City’s 2012 Comprehensive Annual
)LQDQFLDO 5HSRUW &$)5  ,Q FRQMXQFtion, Finance Director Julie Stahl has received an Award of Financial Reporting
Achievement for her work in preparing
the CAFR.
The awards represent the highest
form of recognition in the area of govHUQPHQWDO DFFRXQWLQJ DQG ¿QDQFLDO UHporting, according to the GFOA. This
is the 16th year Savage has received the
award.

Camp Savage soldier
thanks City with gift
A retired Army colonel from Hawaii
and his wife has donated $10,000 to the
City of Savage for historical preservation efforts. Charles and Helen Moriyama gave the gift in appreciation for
the City’s efforts to preserve the history
of Camp Savage, a Military Intelligence
Service Language School that operated
here during World War II.
Moriyama was among the Nisei –
American born children of Japanese
immigrants – who were sent to Savage
during World War II to strengthen their
Japanese language skills and provide

From Shakopee:
Shakopee launches
new city website
Recently, the City of Shakopee
launched a new and improved city website (www.ShakopeeMN.gov). ShakopeeMN.gov features a fresh look, improved navigation, mobile compatibility, and new features that make it easier
for citizens to connect with the City.
“As the number of visitors to the
City of Shakopee website increases, it’s
more important than ever that our website serves the needs of the community
E\PDNLQJLQIRUPDWLRQHDV\WR¿QGDQG
showcasing the amenities, attractions,
services, and businesses Shakopee offers,” says Mayor Brad Tabke.
The homepage features a large rotating photo box highlighting the people
and places of Shakopee, as well as easyWR¿QG QHZV DQG HYHQW LQIRUPDWLRQ
Residents, visitors, and businesses can
access the information they are seeking
quickly through the revamped navigation. The site is also mobile-friendly
ZLWK DQ DGMXVWDEOH VFUHHQ UHVROXWLRQ WR
¿W VPDUWSKRQHV WDEOHWV ODSWRSV DQG
other devices.
In addition, the site features updated
content, improved searching capabilities, a “Service Request” system for
residents to report problems, a searchable calendar, business directory, webVLWHHPDLOQRWL¿FDWLRQVSKRWRJDOOHULHV

staff directory, and more.
As part of the change, City staff
emails are also changing. For example,
the public can contact the Administration Department at administration@
ShakopeeMN.gov.

City Council welcomes new
members, changes meeting
format
Two new City Council members
ZHUHVZRUQLQWRRI¿FH-DQXDU\&RXQcilors Mike Luce and Kathi Mocol were
elected to four-year terms in November
2013. Mayor Brad Tabke was also reelected to his second two-year term in
November. The 2014-15 Shakopee City
Council includes Mayor Brad Tabke and
Councilors Matt Lehman, Mike Luce,
Kathi Mocol, and Jay Whiting.
In addition to welcoming new members, the City Council has opted to try
a new meeting format. Beginning this
month, the City Council moved from
two business meetings per month to
RQH E\ WUDQVLWLRQLQJ LWV ¿UVW PHHWLQJ
WKH¿UVW7XHVGD\ LQWRDZRUNVKRS7KH
second meeting of the month (the third
Tuesday) continues to be a regular business meeting.
The goal is to provide Council members more opportunity for in-depth policy discussions and meetings with other
governmental bodies. The City Council
will continue to address routine consent business and time-sensitive issues
during the meeting, but no action will
be taken on workshop agenda items.
Both meetings are televised on the
City’s Government Access Channel and
streamed live on the City website.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
606&SURYLGHV¿UVW
response services
In 2001, the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) decided the
GHYHORSPHQW RI D ¿UH DQG DPEXODQFH
department was an important next step
for the Community. Taking care of its
own needs is a component of tribal sovHUHLJQW\7KH¿UVW¿UHWUXFNZDVRUGHUHG
a station built, and staff hired. Since that
time, the department has responded to
thousands of calls for assistance as it
has transitioned to Mdewakanton Public
Safety (MPS), a full-time, professional
¿UH DQG DPEXODQFH GHSDUWPHQW VWDIIHG
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
MPS serves Community members,
employees, guests, and patrons of the
Community and its enterprises, reVSRQGLQJ WR ¿UH DPEXODQFH DQG RWKHU

emergency needs. Each month, the department responds to an average of 150
to 200 calls, with 60 medical transports.
In addition, mutual aid agreements are
in place for MPS to provide assistance
when requested to all of Scott County.
Mutual aid responses assisting other local departments increased from 20 the
previous year to more than 80 responses
in 2013.
Several times a year, MPS conducts
trainings to enhance readiness. In November 2013, a pre-plan drill of the
SMSC and Mystic Lake Casino was held
IRUORFDO¿UHGHSDUWPHQWV7KHSXUSRVH
RI WKH GULOO ZDV WR JLYH ORFDO ¿UH¿JKWers an opportunity to become familiar
with the “back” side of the casino in the
event they are needed in an emergency.
During several mock crashes over the
years, staff from Mdewakanton Public
Safety participated along with the Minnesota State Patrol, Shakopee and Prior
Lake Police and Fire Departments, Allina, and North Memorial Medical Center’s Air Care helicopter.
MPS also provides emergency medical training including Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), First Responder,
and American Heart Association CPR
(Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) and
$(' $XWRPDWHG ([WHUQDO 'H¿EULOODtor) classes.
The SMSC also has Mobile Unit #2,
which can serve as an Emergency Command Center for large-scale events. On
Dec. 7, MPS provided mutual aid assistance to Belle Plaine for a farm grain bin
¿UH7KH0RELOH8QLWZDVXVHGDVUHKDbilitation unit for approximately two
hours and provided warmth for f
LUH¿JKWHUV RQ WKH FROG QLJKW 2WKHU
departments responding were LeSueur,
Jordan, New Prague, and Henderson.
For the past 10 years, MPS has provided an opportunity for local youth
WR OHDUQ DERXW WKH ¿UH VHUYLFH WKURXJK
Mdewakanton Fire Post 9100. The
SMSC Explorer Post 9100, which began in October 2003, has members from
Shakopee, Prior Lake, and the SMSC
ranging in ages from 14 to 17.
Through the Mdewakanton LIFE
Program, the SMSC has donated 742
$XWRPDWHG ([WHUQDO 'H¿EULOODWRUV WR
WULEHV VFKRROV SROLFH DQG ¿UH GHSDUWments, and other organizations -- with
23 lives saved due to their use, 12 of
those in Scott County. The SMSC collaborated with the State of Minnesota to
put one AED in every Minnesota State
Patrol car.
MPS is located at 2525 Flandreau
Trail NW in Prior Lake. For more information, call (952) 233-1077 or go to
ZZZPG¿UHRUJ

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community has developed its own fullWLPH ¿UH DQG DPEXODQFH GHSDUWPHQW ZKLFK DOVR SURYLGHV DVVLVWDQFH WR
neighboring departments.
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“Hey! There’s a party at my house!”
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Library News

Law library can help patrons
Do’s and don’ts for
understand legal jargon
hosting a party for teens
The thought of teen parties may
strike fear in the hearts of some parents,
but with planning and forethought, teen
parties can be a safe and fun alternative
to unsupervised activities.
Parties at your home
When home is an inviting place to a
teen’s friends, parents can get to know
their friends and monitor their activities.
Home can be a place to hang out, have
pizza, and watch movies. It can also be
a place for a full-blown party. Here are
suggestions if your teen gives a party:
* Have your teen draw up a list of
who is invited. Encourage a party with
a limited number of guests -- large parties can get out of hand.
* Help your teen think through the
invitations. Make it clear who is invited to prevent an out-of-control open
house.
* Timing is important. Inviting people too far ahead of time might mean too
many guests. Too short a time doesn’t
give parents time to plan ahead.
* Settle on a time the party will end
beforehand. Open-ended invitations can
let a party go later than you want.
* Work out limits for “gate crashers.” When teens can drive, uninvited
guests can result in a party getting out
of hand. Some teens can be trusted to
monitor numbers on their own or with
the help of friends, but other teens might
need a parent to help them monitor.
+HOS\RXUWHHQ¿JXUHRXWWKHparty
activities. Is the entertainment a movie,
GDQFLQJRUMXVWKDQJLQJRXW"0DNHVXJgestions for refreshments.
* Be clear that alcohol and other
drugs are not allowed. Don’t let teens
bring in beverages, since “smuggling”
can occur. To help, check keys, backpacks, or other bags at the door.
* Tell your teen ahead of time that
anyone caught with illegal substances
will be asked to leave, parents will
need to be called, and law enforcePHQWPD\EHQRWL¿HG
* Stress that once guests are there
they must stay there. Teens coming
and going are an invitation to trouble.
* Be home during the party. Maintain a discreet presence so that teens
know you are around, but don’t participate unless invited. You might circulate
occasionally with refreshments.
* If the party is a fairly large one,
walk around outside your home every
once in awhile to discourage drinking.
* Consider inviting other parents.
Not only can they help with refreshments, but they may know teens you
don’t.
Liability laws
All of Scott County is subject to the
“social host ordinance,” which means
you may be held civilly responsible
(sued) for any underage drinking that
occurs on your property. The key to teen
home parties is to work with your teen
ahead of time so there are no surprises.
Parties away from home
Your teen will also get invited to parties away from your home. If you have a
good relationship with your teen, it will
be easier to talk with him or her about
parties. Plan how they will get there
and back; ask who will be there, what
they will do, and the hours of the party.
Sometimes teens leave out details, so do
some checking.
Call the parents of the party-givers…

The Scott County Law Library received so many inquiries after the last
SCENE article that we have decided to
begin offering some general legal inforPDWLRQRQDUHJXODUEDVLV/HJDOMDUJRQ
can be confusing and a bit intimidating.
Law libraries can’t offer any legal advice or interpret the law, but sometimes
ZHFDQSXWWKHMDUJRQLQSODLQ(QJOLVKRU
point you in the right direction. Please
feel free to contact us if you have a question. We can be reached at (952) 4968713 or by e-mail at lawlib@co.scott.
mn.us

Power of Attorney forms are available in many places. The Scott County
/DZ /LEUDU\ RIIHUV 0LQQHVRWD VSHFL¿F
forms online through Gale Legal Forms
(56 different customized forms). We
also have books available at all the Scott
County libraries that include forms.
The Minnesota Legislature publishes
a sample form (recently changed) you
FDQ¿QGDWKWWSVZZZUHYLVRUPQJRY
statutes/?id=523.23.
This new form addresses health
care directives. It explains that the attorney in fact does not have the power
to make health care decisions for the
HYHQ RUHVSHFLDOO\ LI\RXUWHHQREMHFWV
FAQ: What is Power of Attorney? principal, as these powers may only be
Author Kate Kelly (1996, The Complete
January 1, 2014 brought some statu- granted through a valid health care diIdiots’ Guide to Parenting a Teenager, tory changes to the Minnesota Statutory rective in compliance with Minnesota
New York: Alpha Books) offers a clever Short Form Power of Attorney docu- Statute 145C (health care directives will
way to do this. She says: “Call, but call ment, so this a great time to address that probably be our next topic). Subdiviwith an offer – ‘How nice of you to have question. Power of Attorney is a legal sion 8 has also been changed regarding
the kids over Friday night. Could I drop document usually used to give another self-dealing gifts. Self-dealing gifts are
off some soda ahead of time, or is there DGXOW WKH DELOLW\ WR KDQGOH ¿QDQFLDO RU WUDQVDFWLRQV WKDW EHQH¿W WKH SRZHU RI
anything else I can do to help you out?’ property matters for you should you be- attorney rather than the principal. AnIf the party was a surprise for the par- come incapacitated or unable to make other change in the form is the addition
HQWV \RX¶YH MXVW EORZQ WKH ZKLVWOH LQ your own decisions.
of an “Important Notice “section. The
the nicest of ways. If the call goes well,
Two legal terms used in power of principal and the attorney-in-fact must
you’ve also made a new contact.” Cre- attorney are “principal” and “attorney- acknowledge that he/she/they have read
ate a network of parent contacts; get- in-fact.” The principal is the person who and understand the Important Notice
ting to know the families of your teen’s creates the power of attorney document which includes the duties, responsibilifriends will come in handy. Suggestions giving authority to another adult who ties, liabilities of the attorney-in-fact
include:
is the attorney-in-fact. The attorney-in- and information regarding termination
fact can be, but does not have to be, an of power of attorney.
This is a lot of information in a nut* Stress to your teen that if plans attorney. The principal has the right to
VKHOOEXWLWLVLQWHQGHGWRMXVWJLYH\RX
change, they must let you know. Teens cancel (revoke) the power of attorney at
thrive on being spontaneous, so encour- any time. There are two kinds of power a very basic explanation. If you would
age communication by cell phone or of attorney: durable and limited. Dura- like more information, please feel free
ble would give authority over all deci- to stop by the Scott County Law Liother means.
* Rehearse what your teen can do if sions whereas limited allows the princi- EUDU\ ORFDWHG RQ WKH ¿UVW ÀRRU RI WKH
they want to leave a party for any rea- SDOWRJLYHVSHFL¿FSRZHUVIRUDVSHFL¿F Justice Center) or give us a call at (952)
496-8713.
son. Encourage them to call for a ride time to the attorney-in-fact.
if they really need one, no matter where
they are or what time it is.
* Remind your teen never to ride
with anyone who has been drinking or
Numerous researchers from the Uniusing drugs.
versity
of Minnesota have published their
* Stay up until your teen comes
¿QGLQJVIRUWKHJURZLQJVHDVRQLQWKH
home or tell them to wake you when
newest edition of the Minnesota Field Crop
they come home. A wise parent once
Trials. Thirty-eight farm sites and Universaid they always give their teen a good
sity of Minnesota Research and Outreach
night hug. Consider it a loving “check
Centers scattered throughout Minnesota
up.”
provided input. Funded by the Minnesota
* Be suspicious if your teen freAgricultural Experiment Station, scientists
quently asks to sleep elsewhere after a
FUHDWHUHVHDUFKSURMHFWVWKDWVXSSRUWERWKEDVLFDQGDSSOLHGUHVHDUFK
party. This could be a sign that alcohol
,QIRUPDWLRQDYDLODEOHLQWKHUHVXOWVUHÀHFWUHVHDUFKGRQHRQDOIDOID
or drugs are available at the party.
barley,
corn grain and silage, oats, spring and winter wheat, canola and soy* After a party, debrief with your
beans.
The full report can be found free of charge online at www.maes.
teen. Talk about who was there, what
umnedu/research.
they did, what was fun, and what wasn’t.

2013 Field Crop Trials published

When you are away
We’ve all seen television programs or
movies about what happens when teens
give a party while parents are away. Parents need to carefully consider whether
or not to leave teens home alone.
* Ask a close relative or neighbor
to keep an eye on things. Let your teen
know that person will be checking, or
ask if your teen can stay with family or
friends while you are gone.
* Reconsider plans. It may not be
worth the risk if there is potential for an
impromptu party.
Where you can go for more
information:
Families with Teens: University of
Minnesota Extension, www.extension.
umn.edu/families withteens/
Resources for Parents: Minnesota
Prevention Resource Center, www.emprc.org/resources/parents
Source: Colleen Gengler, Extension
Educator, Family Relations, University
of Minnesota Extension

Open to Business
quisition, and start-up costs.
Program logistics
The Scott County “Open to Business” Advisor, Christine MollenkopfPigsley, is in Scott County every week,
located at the Scott County Government
Center. She is available to meet with
entrepreneurs throughout every Tuesday by appointment. (If a meeting time
is needed on a day other than Tuesday
or in the evening, arrangements can be
made directly with Christine.)
Who covers the cost of the
program?
For 2014, the Scott County CDA has
VHWDVLGHIXQGVVSHFL¿FDOO\IRUHFRQRPic development programs – and “Open
to Business” is one of those programs.
The service is offered at no cost to the
small businesses and residents within
Scott County.
Measuring success of the program
MCCD will be providing quarterly

Continued from Page 1

reports to track the program’s progress.
These reports will feature information
on number of inquiries, hours of technical assistance provided, types of assistance provided, types of business
served (including start-up vs. existing
and industry concentrations), the number and amount of direct and leveraged
¿QDQFLQJDQGMREVFUHDWHGDQGMREVUHWDLQHG DV D UHVXOW RI DVVLVWDQFH¿QDQFing, among others.
Questions?
If you have any questions about the
“Open to Business Program,” please
contact the “Open to Business” Scott
County Business Advisor Christine
Mollenkopf-Pigsley at (612) 843-3277
or via e-mail at cpigsley@mccdmn.
org, or the First Stop Shop Business
Development Manager Stacy Crakes

at (952) 496-8613 or via e-mail at
scrakes@scottfss.org.
Appointments can be scheduled directly with
Christine.
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

How to manage your VA prescriptions
9$¶VSUHVFULSWLRQEHQH¿WHQVXUHVWKDWRXUYHWHUDQVUHFHLYHVDIHHIIHFWLYHPHGLcally necessary medications that represent a good value. If you are being treated by
a VA primary care provider, you will be provided all necessary medications for you
treatment. Some veterans may receive their VA medications free of charge based
on their service-connected disabilities. Others who do not have service-connected
disabilities are charged a copayment for each 30 day supply of medications VA
provides.
5H¿OOLQJ0HGLFDWLRQV
7KHUHDUHVHYHUDOZD\V\RXFDQUH¿OO\RXUSUHVFULSWLRQV
x Online: You can now use the “My Healthe9HW´:HEVLWHWRUH¿OO\RXU9$
prescriptions and view your VA prescription history online. To access
SUHVFULSWLRQUH¿OO\RXPXVWEHDUHJLVWHUHGXVHURI0\+HDOWKeVet. If
you are not a registered user, to register and learn how to use prescription
UH¿OOYLVLWWKH0\+HDOWKeVet website at www.myhealth.va.gov/index.
html.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Kids’ crafts, pop-up
museum offered at SCHS
“Outside the Law” exhibit runs
through March 15. This exhibit offers
a glimpse into Prohibition-era Scott
County, complete with fascinating
photographs and artifacts from the
time, including a slot machine,
JUHQDGHVW\OH¿UHH[WLQJXLVKHUDQGD
shot glass from the Riviera Night Club.
“Storied Treasures” -- Storytelling
is powerful. The stories associated
ZLWKREMHFWV±ZKDWWKH\DUHKRZWKH\
were used, who owned them, and what
they mean – helps bring them to life.
Through the preservation of artifacts
and their stories, the Scott County
Historical Society exists to save and
share our community’s history. Check
out the amazing artifacts on display in
“Storied Treasures” – the exhibit runs
through December 2014.

x Mail Order: 0HGLFDWLRQUH¿OOVFDQEHUHTXHVWHGE\PDLOLQJWKHUH¿OO
QRWLFHSURYLGHGWR\RXDWWKHWLPHRI\RXURULJLQDO¿OO<RXURUGHUZLOO
EHSURFHVVHGWKURXJKRXUSKDUPDF\PDLORXWSURJUDP5RXWLQHUH¿OOV
cannot be processed at the pharmacy windows (unless there are special
circumstances).

Art of the
Cocktail: A
Swanky Evening
in a “Little
Chicago”
Speakeasy,
Friday, March 21,
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
at Turtle’s 1890
Social Center.
Celebrate the end
of Prohibition (or at least the SCHS
Prohibition exhibit, Outside the Law!)
with this special event at Turtles 1890
Social Center. Learn how to make
a Prohibition-era cocktail, listen to
OLYHMD]]PXVLFDQGWU\\RXUKDQGDW
Prohibition trivia. Event also includes
a cash bar (featuring a “Little Chicago”
signature cocktail) and a “booze and
beer” silent auction. Tickets are $15
and can be purchased online at http://
bit.ly/1dCTumw.

Wonderful Winter
Kids Kraft,
Exhibit
Saturday, Feb.
Opening: Art
22, 10:30 a.m. by Judy Case,
11:15 a.m. Warm
Thursday,
up with a great
March 27, 7
x Telephone: Some VA pharmacies have toll-free automated telephone
story and craft
p.m. - 8:30
UH¿OOV\VWHPV6HHWKHSKRQHQXPEHUOLVWLQJIRU\RXUORFDO9$IDFLOLW\
for the whole
p.m. Join us
family! We’re reading Winter on the
for a reception
Filling Prescriptions from Non-VA Providers
Farm by Laura Ingalls Wilder and Jody
celebrating our
9$ZLOOSURYLGHPHGLFDWLRQVWKDWDUHSUHVFULEHGE\9$SURYLGHUVLQFRQMXQFWLRQ :KHHOHUDQGPDNLQJVQRZÀDNHSULQWV
new art exhibit!
with VA medical care. Medications are prescribed from an approved list of medica- Free, but registrations required to order
Event includes
WLRQVFDOOHGDIRUPXODU\9$ZLOO¿OOSUHVFULSWLRQVSUHVFULEHGE\DQRQ9$SURYLGHU supplies. To register, e-mail sherrick@
refreshments
only if all of the following criteria are met:
scottcountyhistory.org.
and
a
chance
to
meet
the
artist. Free!
x <RXDUHHQUROOHGLQ9$KHDOWKEHQH¿WV
x You have an assigned Primary Care Provider
Amazing Inventions Kids Kraft,
x Your have provided your VA health care provider with your medical
Saturday, March 29, 10:30 a.m. records from your non-VA provider
11:15
a.m. We’ll
x Your VA health care provider agrees with the medication prescribed by
read
stories
about
your non-VA provider.
amazing inventors
in history, and
Your VA health care provider is under no obligation to prescribe a medication
make our own
recommended by a non-VA provider. Remember, the pharmacy in Minneapolis
inventions out of
¿OOVRYHUSUHVFULSWLRQVSHUGD\7RHQVXUHWKDW\RXUHFHLYH\RXUPHGVLQD
various household
WLPHO\ IDVKLRQ RUGHU \RXU UH¿OOV DW OHDVW  GD\V EHIRUH \RXU FXUUHQW UH¿OO LV
items! Free, but
depleted.
registrations
)RULQIRUPDWLRQRQWKLVDQGDOORI\RXURWKHUEHQH¿WVSOHDVHJLYHRXURI¿FHD
required to order
call at (952) 496-8176.
supplies. To
Hmong Wearable Folk Arts
register, e-mail
Lecture and Exhibition, Thursday,
sherrick@scottcountyhistory.org.
February 27, 7 - 8 p.m. Presented
by Pan Asian Arts Alliance,
Author Talk:
this lecture examines the
Joel Arnold,
Scott County residents interested in
Public transportation is a crucial transformation of Hmong textile
Thursday,
user-friendly public transportation for issue for Scott County, Minnesota’s arts (embroidery/ethnic garments/
March 20, 7
people with intellectual and develop- fastest-growing county. The forum will dance costumes) throughout history.
p.m. - 8 p.m.
mental disabilities are invited to Getting look at the County’s existing transporta- Free with museum admission ($4
Joel Arnold
There: A Scott County Public Trans- tion options, as well as gaps in meeting for adults, $2 for students, and free
will read from
portation and Disability Town Hall the needs of people with disabilities. It for SCHS members).
his awardForum. It will be on Monday, March will feature a panel of transportation uswinning young
10, from 6-8 p.m. at the Shakopee Li- HUVSURYLGHUVDQGRI¿FLDOV
Pop-up
adult novel,
brary, 235 Lewis St. S., Shakopee. The
To sign up for the forum or to get Museum,
Ox Cart Angel,
forum is presented by The Arc Greater involved in the search for transit solu- Wednesday,
and discuss
Twin Cities’ Self-Advocacy Advisory tions, call The Arc Greater Twin Cities April 2, 10
the fascinating
Committee.
at (952) 920-0855.
a.m. - 12 noon.
history of the Red River trails, ox carts,
at Club Prior.
and the Metis. Free with museum
Stop by Club
admission ($4 for adults, $2 for
Prior for your chance to participate in
students, free for SCHS members).
a community museum exhibit! Just
EULQJDQREMHFWUHODWHGWRWKHWKHPH
Check us out on
of My Travels and Vacations. You will
Facebook at http://
ZULWHDODEHOH[SODLQLQJ\RXUREMHFW
Scott County’s Facebook page and Twitter will
www.facebook.com/
then have a chance to view all of the
provide you with the latest updates on events,
RWKHUREMHFWVRQGLVSOD\7KLVLVDJUHDW ScottCountyHistorical
Society and follow us
opportunity to share stories with your
road projects, and a variety of news affecting
on
Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
fellow community members!
County residents.

Arc forum to explore transportion
options for people with disabilities

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter

Check us out!

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Interested in conservation incentives?
Interested in conservation incentives? There is a pamphlet called “Assistance for Landowners to Implement Conservation,” and you can receive a free
copy by calling (952) 492-5425 or going to www.scottswcd.org.

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet
the fourth Thursday of each month at
6:30pm. All types of handcrafters,
from beginners to masters, are
welcome. Quilters do not meet in
December.

Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at SCHS. Fees may be charged
for some events. Call (952) 445-0378,
e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org, or
visit www.scottcountyhistory.org for
more information. The Scott County
Historical Society is located 235 Fuller
St. S. in Shakopee.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Veterans revisited: Prisoners of war
Dick Dennig was born on January
21, 1921. He joined the United States
Navy in 1938 when he was 17-years
old. He served in the Philippines
where he was assigned to the USS
Canopus.

Dick Dennig taken prisoner
by Japanese on Corregidor
“The Japanese came over in their
boats, with their crews and their soldiers
and everything else, and they took over
Corregidor. There’s nothing we could
do. They made us all stand still in lines.
They took every watch, every coin, or
every bill you had in your pocket. We
had pesos and they took it all away from
us. If we had a decent belt or someWKLQJWKH\WRRNWKDWWRR7KH\MXVWWRRN
clothes they wanted to take.
“They put us in the airport that was
on Corregidor. That was nothing but hot
sun, and no water. We took water out of
heavy equipment that was on the airport
as they were using ’em. We drained the
water out of the radiators and we drank
it. That kept us alive because there was
one faucet of fresh water on that whole
air strip. If you wanted one, you had to
stand in a line that was 500 guys long
and wait. They took the water out of
the machinery, and they did it for two
reasons: One, they wanted it [to drink];
second, they knew the Japanese would
want it [to operate the equipment] but
they couldn’t operate it. They drained
gas out, too. The Japanese got no use
out of anything there.
“[Our captors] loaded us up in motor
launches and took us from Corregidor
down to the docks at Manila and made
us all get out in water about waist-deep.
They made us walk up to the land and
get in line. They paraded us down the
Manila roads. During the parade, there
was nothing on either side of the road
except Filipinos, all of them crying…
maybe not all, but from where I could
see, everybody had tears coming out of
their eyes. There was no noise, no nothing, no clapping or anything.
“From there they took us to Bilibit
prison. They took me along with the
RWKHUJX\VDQGVWXFNXVLQMDLO7KHQWKH\
put us up at Cabantuam Prison Camp
Number 3, which was a big camp. There
were a lot of P.O.W.s in there. The Japanese were very strict, very little food.”

Dick Dennig

other workers about the candy and that I
ZDVJRLQJRYHUWRHPSW\DER[FDUWR¿[
the candy in my sweater. I went inside
the box car and there was a grass rope
hanging down. I took the rope and tied it
around my waist to keep the candy from
falling out.
“A Japanese guard came over to me
and asked what I was doing. I said I was
¿[LQJ WKH URSH +H WKHQ VRFNHG PH LQ
the stomach and asked me, ‘Nondi?’
(‘What is it?’) I then had to show him
what was in my sweater. He took it
away and started my punishment.
“They took me back to the camp.
I had to stand at attention for a while.
7KHQWKH\¿QDOO\FDOOHGLQWKHPLOLWDU\
police. They made me kneel on a couple
of benches that were made out of wood.
They made me kneel on them and sit
down with a two-by-two between my
legs here behind my knees and sticking
out on each side. Every time a Japanese
soldier went by, he pushed down on
RQHRUWKHRWKHU:KHQWKH\¿QDOO\WROG
me to get up, I did get up but I couldn’t
walk. Some of the other prisoners had
to help me once I got over to the door. I
don’t know if they were trying to break
my legs or what they were trying to do,
but they were sure making me hurt.”

“We marched for approximately 48
days until March 9th when we arrived
at Hammelburg in Bavaria, Germany.
We had lost about 1,000 men on the
march with frozen feet, pneumonia.
Some were sent to concentration camps;
others were simply disposed of. We
UHDFKHG2ÀDJ;,,,%RQ0DUFK:H
marched through snow and bitter cold
most of the nearly 400 miles. About
400 dropped out on the way, too weak
to march, some escaped. A number were
shot.
“In the morning we received a boiled
potato with skin on, all we had to eat
until the evening meal, which was thin,
watery with nothing but weeds in it.
Once in a while you might be lucky and
get a chunk of horse meat. At the end
of the march I had lost 80 pounds. My
combat weight had been 180 pounds.
“There were only 400 of us, but
there were 1,000 guys there who were
captured in the Battle of the Bulge. The
¿UVW WLPH ZH HVFDSHG IURP 6WDODJ 
Patton sent a task force 65 miles behind
the lines because his son-in-law, John
:DOWHUVZDVDPHPEHURIWKH2ÀDJ
bunch. They sent this task force back
to pick us up and get us out of there.
They didn’t realize how many of us
there were there. The 3rd Armored Division brought back two or three medium tanks, three or four light tanks,
and several half tanks. We piled on the
WDQNV7KHRI¿FHUVVDLGµ+H\\RXFDQ¶W
sit on these tanks because we got to go
back the same way we came in here.
They weren’t ready for us coming in but
they’re ready for us coming out. We’re
JRLQJWREHLQVRPH¿UH¿JKWV¶
“‘Well, what are we supposed to do?’
‘Head west,’ he said.”

Ken Hyatt was born on February
19th, 1917. He served in the 79th Division, 314 Infantry 314 Regiment,
Charlie Company.

Hyatt captured outside
Hagenau, Germany in 1944

“Baker Company, which was supposed to tie in with us, never made it.
Dennig, other prisoners
So there was a large gap on our right
taken to Osaka, Japan
ÀDQNWKDWDOORZHGDVTXDGRIVL[RUHLJKW
“The trip lasted three weeks. We Germans to come in. All of a sudden we
ZHUHFRQ¿QHGWRWKHKROGVRIWKHVKLS VWDUWHGWRJHWPDFKLQHJXQ¿UHRYHURXU
On the ship, we were put in holes and heads. I looked up over the top and, my
our bathrooms were wooden buckets. God, there were half a dozen [German
There’s well over a hundred guys in soldiers] out there with their Schmeiser
each one of the places that’s on the ship, pistols! They got my attention when
over a hundred fellows. Many of the they threw one of these potato masher
men had diarrhea. As you can imagine, grenades and it landed about eight feet
LWWRRNDYHU\VKRUWSHULRGRIWLPHWR¿OO away. It didn’t go off, but I thought it
those buckets with what we had to do.” would. I thought it was the end. We
“Once I was on deck dumping the gave them everything we had, which
bucket. While I was doing this, I went to wasn’t very much because all we had
the bathroom over the side of the ship. were our side arms.
On this three-week trip to Japan, nine or
“We were taken to Stalag 12A, Lim10 Americans died.”
EHUJ *HUPDQ\ DQG WKHQ 2ÀDJ  LQ
Schubin, Poland. We arrived on New
Year’s Eve. We left Schubin on JanuDennig punished for stealing
“I broke into the boxcar. It was full ary 22nd. There was a lot of snow and
RI-DSDQHVH¿HOGUDWLRQV,EURNHHYHU\- the temperature was around zero. There
thing open there and with my little hook were 1,400 of us. We started walking. At
I opened one of them. There were pea- night we would stay at communes. The
nut bars. I had a sweater, so I took my ¿UVW QLJKW VHYHUDO SHRSOH HVFDSHG 7KH
sweater and put the peanut bars under it. next day they became very strict, watchI was shoveling coal at the time and ev- ing us. Before we left, they would come
ery time I bent over to shovel, the candy around with bayonets and stick the hay
bars came to the front of the sweater and lofts and hay stacks out in the barnyard
after a few shovels I had a big belly. I to make sure there was no one hiding
QHHGHG WR ¿[ WKLV SUREOHP , WROG P\ there.

Ken Hyatt
Don Swanson was a ball-turret
gunner on a B-24.

Swanson held in Bussels,
Belgium prison
After parachuting from his plane,
the Belgian Underground rescued Don
Swanson, but he was later captured by
the Nazis.
“We stayed there for a short while
and then we got back down the line and
got to another house. That was the underground, supposedly.
“What happened was that these people were turning these guys in to the
Germans. They were making money.
They had a kid there. That’s where I met
Hilles, the waist gunner. They brought
him to the same house. They said,
‘We’re going to take you into Brussels
to a safe house. From there you’ll go in
a truck or some transportation and go
down to France to the Alliance.’
“Hilles and I got put in a truck. We
went down to the safe house. One day
they said, ‘You two guys are next to
go.’ We got in this paneled truck. We

Don Swanson

sat in the back, and they drove us right
to Gestapo headquarters. They opened
the back of the truck and there was a
guy standing there with a big Lugar.
‘You’re done.’ That was it. We were off
to prison.”

Saint Gilles Prison
“They stripped us down bare naked,
went through all our clothes. Why they
didn’t kill me I have no idea. I didn’t
have no dog tags. I had to get rid of them
because they were clankin’ all the time. I
had to strip down and they went through
everything I had. Then they interrogated
me, and then they took me out and set
me in a room. Then they went through
Hilles’ [things]. The two of us got in a
truck with the Germans. They took us
to St. Gilles Prison in Brussels. Hilles
went one place. I went another. We got
in the prison, and that was… not very
good.
“I was on the second level. I think
there were three levels. I’m not sure. On
the second level they put us in a room
that was probably ten by six. There
were four of us… a German, two Belgians, and myself. This was a regular
prison. It had wires around it and bars
and the whole works. No beds. No nothLQJ6WUDZRQWKHÀRRU7KDW¶VZKDW\RX
slept on. They’d come every day and
they’d take a bucket with soapy water in
LWDQGWKURZLWRQWKHÀRRU<RX¶GKDYH
WRVFUXERIIWKHÀRRUDQGWKHQWKH\¶GJHW
more straw in there. It was awful.
“For a toilet we had a bucket stuck in
WKH FRUQHU:H¶G ¿OO WKDW EXFNHW XS DOmost right to the edge. The trustees had
to come in and grab it and go. Kind of
messy but that’s part of the game.
“We ate black bread. Sometimes they
called it carrot soup, but it was nothin’
but water. Just moldy, black bread.
:KHQ,¿UVWJRWLW,ZRXOGQ¶WHDWLW$IWHUZKLOH,MXVWEUXVKHGWKHPROGRIIDQG
went ahead and ate it. You didn’t have
much choice.
“There were women in the next cell
blocks across the way. I used to pull myself up on the bars, and I’d whistle at
’em. One day a guy came in. He was a
Pole in a German uniform. He slapped
me good. Then he took me out of there.
He put me in a closet, two-by-two. I
couldn’t sit. Couldn’t do nothin’. Just
stood there. I was in there for about a
GD\ 7KH\ ¿JXUHG , KDG HQRXJK 7KHQ
they come and let me out. When they
opened the door, I asked the guy if he
had a cigarette for me. That didn’t go
over too good either. I was in that prison
a month.”
These excerpts were edited by Tom
Melchior. Copies of Never Forgotten: Stories by Scott County World War II Veterans
are available for purchase at the Scott
County Historical Society. 952-445-0378,
www.scottcountyhistory.org.
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Help and funds available to
develop native prairie

Delivering
What
Matters

Delivering what our
library customers want
,W¶VRIWHQVDLGDURXQGWKH6FRWW&RXQty organization, “We can’t deliver what
matters to you unless we know what
PDWWHUVWR\RX´7KDW¶VZK\PHDVXULQJ
our progress – or lack thereof – from
WKH\RXU WKHFXVWRPHUV¶ YLHZSRLQWVLV
so essential to keeping us on the right
WUDFN  (YHU\ IHZ \HDUV ZH XQGHUWDNH
a large-scale, statistically valid Citizen
6XUYH\DQGWKHUHVXOWVDUHDOZD\VYHU\
helpful in determining general prioriWLHV  %XW ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR GD\WRGD\
experiences with our programs, services, and projects, we’re beginning to turn
WRZDUGVPRUHVSHFL¿FIHHGEDFN
)RU H[DPSOH WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ /LEUDU\6\VWHPDVNHGDYHU\VLPSOHTXHVWLRQ RI  ,QNVOLQJHU SURJUDP SDUWLFLSDQWV DQG  VWRU\WLPH DWWHQGHHV
³2QDVFDOHRIWRKRZVDWLV¿HGZHUH

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

\RXZLWKWKHSURJUDP"´7KLVPHDVXUH
LQIRUPV /LEUDU\ VWDII KRZ ZHOO WKH\
are meeting the needs of the public in
supporting life-long learning in these
free, educational, and often entertainLQJ SURJUDPV  ,W WHOOV /LEUDU\ VWDII LI
their program offerings are staying curUHQWZLWKSXEOLFLQWHUHVWVLIFHUWDLQSURJUDPVDUHEHFRPLQJPRUHSRSXODUDQG
if there are differences between libraries
in the system on participant satisfacWLRQ 7KHDFFRPSDQ\LQJJUDSKVKRZV
WKHUHVSRQVHV $QGSUREDEO\WKHPRVW
helpful part of this: We can track these
trends over time and by location, program, and various other factors – so the
/LEUDU\FDQWUXO\HQJDJHLQFRQWLQXRXV
improvement… and, of course, deliver
ZKDWPDWWHUV

Do you have a lawn that no longer
provides a pleasing landscape and requires more maintenance than you’d
SODQQHG"  2U SHUKDSV \RX KDYH D QRQ
SURGXFLQJ FURS ¿HOG \RX ZDQW WR LPSURYH",IVRWKH6FRWW&RXQW\6RLODQG
:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFW 6:&' LQ
-RUGDQ HQFRXUDJHV \RX WR FRQVLGHU WKH
option of restoring your lawn or cropODQG WR QDWLYH SUDLULH )XQGLQJ  DV
PXFK DV  WR  SHU DFUH SOXV
covering all costs from seeding to planting -- is currently available!
1DWLYHSUDLULHJUDVVHVDQGZLOGÀRZers provide habitat for honeybees, songbirds, pheasants, deer, and many other
species of wildlife that use the vegetaWLRQIRUFRYHUDQGIRRG7KH\DOVRFRVW
less and require less maintenance because native plantings require no ferWLOL]LQJ ZDWHULQJ RU UHJXODU PRZLQJ
&RPSDUHWKHVHQDWLYHJUDVVHVDQGÀRZers that bloom season round to a green
lawn that offers little to no habitat, requires fertilizer, watering, and weekly
PRZLQJ 1DWLYH JUDVVHV DQG ÀRZHUV

also have a very positive effect on the
VRLO,QIDFWWKHLUH[WHQVLYH¿EURXVURRW
systems, which can grow more than four
feet deep, eliminate erosion, restore soil
KHDOWK DQG ¿OWHU SROOXWLRQ IURP VHGLPHQWIHUWLOL]HUVDQGSHVWLFLGHV
6FRWW 6:&' VWDII ZLOO JLYH \RX DOO
the help you need -- from where to get
VHHG WR VLWH SUHSDUDWLRQ DQG SODQWLQJ
6WDII ZLOO DOVR EH DYDLODEOH WR SURYLGH
ongoing advice on maintenance to enVXUH \RXU QDWLYH SUDLULH LV VXFFHVVIXO
<RX ZLOO VWDUW VHHLQJ PRUH ZLOGOLIH LI
erosion is a problem, the deep, dense
roots will slow it down and possibly
HOLPLQDWHLW
*HQHUDOTXHVWLRQVDUHZHOFRPHDQG
D WLPH ZLWK 6FRWW 6:&' VWDII PD\ EH
scheduled to meet on your property to
discuss your potential native prairie
UHVWRUDWLRQ&DOO$O\VVD$OQHVVDW  
DWWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FH
RI¿FHKRXUVDUH0RQGD\WKURXJK7KXUVGD\ IURP  DP WR  SP DQG )ULGD\VIURPDPWRSP

Learn how to create natural areas in your yard by planting native prairie.

Free native prairie classes
offered in February, March
Whether you live in the city, a suburb, or a rural area, you can create natural areas in your yard by planting native
SUDLULHZKHUHODZQVRU¿HOGFURSVRQFH
ÀRXULVKHG 7KH 6FRWW 6RLO DQG :DWHU
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 'LVWULFW 6:&'  LQ -RUdan is hosting two free native prairie
ZRUNVKRSVLQ6FRWW&RXQW\WKLVZLQWHU
7KH ¿UVW GDWH LV7XHVGD\ )HEUXDU\ 
IURP  WR  SP DW WKH &UHGLW 5LYHU 7RZQ +DOO WKH VHFRQG ZRUNVKRS LV
VODWHGIRU7KXUVGD\0DUFKIURPWR
SPDW/HJHQGV*ROI&OXE /HJends will be open for dining, so if you
want to arrive early, you can enjoy a
PHDOWKHUHEHIRUHWKHZRUNVKRSEHJLQV 
At the workshop, you will learn everything you want to know about native
SODQWV7KH6:&'VWDIIZLOOVKRZ\RX
exactly how to get your prairie started,
SODQWHGDQGPDLQWDLQHG<RXZLOODOVR
VHH SKRWRV RI SURMHFWV DURXQG 6FRWW
County, and remnant prairies you can
YLVLWDURXQGWKH&RXQW\DQGVWDWH5HVLGHQWVZKRKDYHSODQWHGSUDLULHLQ6FRWW
County will also share their experiences
and will be available to answer your
TXHVWLRQVEHIRUHDQGDIWHUWKHZRUNVKRS
In addition, you will receive a helpful packet of information, along with a
personalized aerial map of the property
you are considering for prairie restoraWLRQ(DJHUWRJHWSUDLULHHVWDEOLVKHGIRU
better soil, cleaner water, and improved
KDELWDW"7KH6:&'VWDIIZLOODOVRRIIHU
DIUHHVLWHYLVLWWRJHW\RXVWDUWHG
7KH EHQH¿WV RI QDWLYH SUDLULH DUH
PDQ\ )LUVW RI DOO WKH\ DWWUDFW PXFK
needed pollinators like bees and butter-

ÀLHV 7KH\ FDQ DOVR ZLWKVWDQG GURXJKW
DQG ÀRRGHG FRQGLWLRQV UHTXLUH OLWWOH
maintenance and weeding, bring color
and dimension to those border areas of
your yard, bring nutrients back to lowproducing cropland, and bring enjoyment for years to come!
7KLV \HDU XS WR  SHUFHQW RI WKH
cost of your project could be covered,
thanks to a targeted grant through the
6FRWW:DWHUVKHG0DQDJHPHQW2UJDQL]DWLRQIRU&UHGLW5LYHU7RZQVKLSUHVLGHQWV
DQG D &OHDQ :DWHU )XQG JUDQW WKURXJK
WKH 6FRWW 6RLO DQG :DWHU &RQVHUYDWLRQ
District for landowners in other parts of
WKH6FRWW&RXQW\
5HIUHVKPHQWVZLOOEHRIIHUHGDVZHOO
as door prize drawings for native seed
PL[HVKRQH\JLIWEDVNHWVDQGVHHGOLQJV
6SHFLDO WKDQNV WR JHQHURXV VSRQVRUV RI
WKHHYHQWLQFOXGLQJ$SSOLHG(FRORJLFDO
6HUYLFHV7D\ORU&UHHN5HVWRUDWLRQ1XUVHU\ $VSHQ 5LGJH +RQH\ )DUP &UHGLW
5LYHU7RZQ +DOO )HGHU¶V 3UDLULH 6HHG
6KRRWLQJ 6WDU 1DWLYH 6HHGV )LVK /DNH
6SRUWVPHQ¶V&OXE/HJHQGV*ROI&OXE
0LQQHVRWD 1DWLYH /DQGVFDSHV 3UDLULH
/DQG3URIHVVLRQDOV=XPEUR9DOOH\)RUHVWU\ 6KDNRSHH 0GHZDNDQWRQ 6LRX[
&RPPXQLW\ :R]XSL DQG 6FRWW &RXQW\
3KHDVDQWV)RUHYHU&KDSWHU
:RUNVKRS À\HUV DUH DYDLODEOH DW ORcal libraries, city halls, grocery stores,
DQG RQ WKH 6:&' DQG 6FRWW &RXQW\
ZHEVLWHV 7R UHJLVWHU LQ SHUVRQ RU RQOLQHSOHDVHFDOOWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FH
DW    VHQG DQ HPDLO WR
GKUDEH#FRVFRWWPQXV RU JR WR ZZZ
VFRWWVZFGRUJZRUNVKRSV

