The mission of Scott County is to advance safe, healthy, and livable
communities through citizen-based services.
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Clean water is goal of workshops

“Blue Thumb” program focuses on shorelines, raingardens

Activities planned at parks
Three Rivers Park District
offers a variety of camps
Pages 8 & 9

Conservation minded

No-till rental equipment helps
landowners prevent erosion,
conserve soil moisture
Page 11

Schwartz serves veterans
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Jackie Schwartz retired in
January after serving Scott
County veterans for 37 years.
Page 14

Do you have a “Blue Thumb”?
The Scott Clean Water Education
Program (SCWEP) will host Blue
Thumb, Planting for Clean Water
Workshops again this year to help
residents create their own raingardens and stabilize shorelines with native plants. Raingardens and native
shorelines can slow rain water runoff,
anchor soil, provide wildlife habitat,
and filter pollutants from lawns. The
Blue Thumb, Planting for Clean Water program makes it easy for residents interested in doing their part to
keep our waters clean.
Following the Blue Thumb workshops, residents will have the opportunity to receive help designing and
creating raingardens and stabilizing
their shoreline with native plants.
In addition, residents may receive a
grant to help offset the costs of creating beautiful gardens with native
plants. Workshops will be held the
following dates and locations:
Tuesday, March 13, 6:15 p.m.,
McColl Pond ELC, Savage;
Thursday, March 15, 6:15 p.m.,
Spring Lake Township Hall, Prior
Lake
The workshops are free, but registration is requested. Contact Dan
Miller with the Scott Clean Water
Education Program to register at
(952) 492-5424 -- or send an e-mail
to dmiller@co.scott.mn.us. For more
information about raingardens, native
gardens, and stabilizing your shoreline, visit www.bluethumb.org.

The SCWEP is a partnership of
ten local government organizations
in Scott County. The partnership includes Credit River Township, Jackson Township, City of Prior Lake,
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed

District, City of Savage, Scott County, Scott Soil and Water Conservation District, Scott Watershed Management Organization, Spring Lake
Township and Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization.

“Blue Thumb” workshop helps
couple resolve water problem
For awhile, Josh and Shelly Ruble of New Prague have been dealing
with a lot of water moving through
their yard. “For years, we’ve been
frustrated with our backyard, not being able to mow because of standing
water, watching our fence sag, having water freeze as it flows over the
sidewalk in the winter,” Shelly said,
“We decided something had to be
done.” So last summer, the couple
attended a Blue Thumb workshop to
learn how a raingarden can reduce
runoff and improve drainage.
After attending the workshop, the
Rubles discovered they learned a lot
more than they thought they would.
“I really enjoyed the ‘before-andafter’ photos,” Shelly noted, “It really made me excited. Not only were
we going to be able to improve our
drainage problem in an environmentally-friendly way, but we were going
to end up with a beautiful garden as
well.”
A raingarden is a depressed landscape feature planted with perennial
native plants or cultivars that help
Blue Thumbs to Page 3

The Rubles designed and installed their own raingarden (in
background) after attending the
Blue Thumb workshops.

HHW Facility open monthly to collect
waste generated by local businesses

To help small businesses properly
dispose of their Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) waste, limited
types of waste will be accepted at the
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility. The first Tuesday of every
month from 9 a.m. to 12 noon (excluding major holidays, and the Dec.
20 through Jan. 5 period of HHW closure), the HHW facility will be open
for small businesses to bring in certain
types of waste without an appointment. During this time, businesses
may bring in the following wastes:
lamps (including broken lamps),
non-PCB ballasts, antifreeze, appliances, batteries, electronics, oil,
oil filters, and thermostats.
In order to determine which specific items can be brought to the

HHW facility and the cost of disposal
for each item, check the website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.....
Please make sure all wastes are
transported in closed, sturdy, labeled
containers to prevent spillage. Only
oil and antifreeze in 2½ gallon containers or smaller, and filters in five
gallon containers or smaller will be
accepted.
Businesses will not be charged an
application fee for wastes brought in
during these hours. Only the wastes
listed on the website will be accepted during these hours. Absolutely
no business waste can be brought
to the HHW Facility at any other
time without prior approval. We
can help businesses dispose of other

wastes; however, shipping papers
may be required to transport these
wastes. To dispose of all other waste
types or more than 100 lamps, please
contact Joan Anderson at (952) 4968477 to set up an appointment.
Several local utilities companies
have agreed to pay for the disposal of
the first 10 lamps from any of their
commercial and/or industrial customers. Be sure to bring proof of
your business utility account, such
as a copy of your billing statement
from Minnesota Valley Electric, New
Prague Utilities Commission, Shakopee Public Utilities, or Xcel Energy.
A short form will be provided for
you to fill out asking for your business’ information. Payment is required at the time of collection in
the form of cash or check (sorry, no
credit cards). You will be given a receipt for proof of disposal; keep this
receipt for your records.
The Scott County HHW Facility
is located at 588 Country Trail East
(Highway 282), just ½ mile west of
the intersection of County Road 17
and MN Highways 13 and 282.
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

County’s mission, vision are updated

My predecessor once wrote that beginning in roughly 2002, Scott County was
transitioning into a new phase of its life. With the decisions to build the Law Enforcement Center, the Regional Training Facility, the fiber optic backbone -- all
watershed moments for the County -- and our emerging focus on regional parks,
transit, electronic government initiatives, and shared services via the Scott County
Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) and Families and Individuals Sharing Hope (FISH), the County adopted five strategic initiatives creating a
foundation for the future…. and boldly strode into the 21st Century.
Grounded in realistic initiatives, well-defined objectives, and measurable tasks,
Scott County has been at the forefront of developing a new emphasis on public
accountability, enhanced community participation, and the creation of an entirely
different public service model. In 2002, none of us foresaw the economic crisis
that would soon envelop the nation. But ten years after we began this transformation, our initiatives focused on strong public partnerships, a supportive organizational culture, fiscal stability, and customer service have become core values. In
short, our focus and rallying cry have become “Delivering What Matters.”
From continued global economic woes to political difficulties throughout our
state and the nation, the last several years have been very challenging for everyone. In the public sector, we’ve been tested to redefine our roles as public servants
and reexamine the role of government – particularly local government – in our
society. While many of these issues continue to evolve, the Scott County Board
of Commissioners recently took an action to help us reposition ourselves to better
reflect our commitment to our citizens by adopting a new Scott County Mission
Statement: “To advance safe, healthy, and livable communities through citizen-focused services.” Similarly, they adopted a new Vision Statement: “Scott
County: Where individuals, families, and businesses thrive.”
While these actions may seem rather inconsequential in context of our ongoing
challenges, these new statements of our principles will better chart the County’s
course and guide our community through the next several years. They represent
more than a mere reaffirmation of our values, they are a redirection of our professional commitments. It is common knowledge that visions without plans are
nothing more than hallucinations; thus, we know that we must be realistic, must
be clear and well-articulated, and must drive our goals and objectives. We are
continuing to raise the bar to a higher standard, one that will require leadership,
commitment, and clarity of purpose well into the future.
As an evolving organization with high goals and forward-thinking standards,
Scott County – like virtually all of our public and private sector colleagues -has been continually challenged by limited resources. However, as the economy
slowly improves, I am hopeful that the state and federal governments will find
themselves in a position to make the changes necessary to achieve their fiscal
stability … and that the worst of this recession and its impact on our residents is
now behind us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through April 2012
February 14
February 21
February 28

----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, see Board agendas,
and read previous Board meeting minutes. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens
to serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees
are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us, or (952) 496-8601. For
more information regarding a specific committee, visit the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us: click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (1 vacancy).
Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. The purpose of the
Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all
applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County
Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). These
Boards meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (1 vacancy). The Prior LakeSpring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews of
land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities
with local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The
Board meets the second Tuesday of every month at 2:30 p.m. Members must
reside within the Watershed District. Applications must be received by March 1.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (1 vacancy). There is currently
one vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 4. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as
they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement
staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and
citizens.
Human Services Resource Council (4 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently,
there are four vacancies on the council in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 4.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; and develops and recommends human services programs,
needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board. The committee meets
quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin
and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed Management Organization.

Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships;
County Board Chair, Vice Chair elected
and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague
Scott County Commissioner Tom Wolf (District 2) was re-elected Chair of
within Scott County.
the Scott County Board during its reorganizational meeting in January.
•
District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River,
Commissioner Barbara Marschall (District 4) was elected Vice Chair of the
Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market;
Board.
and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commissioner Dave Menden) – The City of Shakopee,
precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
Lake, and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The City of Savage, except
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
precincts 6 and 8.

Editorial Policy

Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.
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Library News

Learn how to check out eBooks, eBook Readers
How many of you received an eBook reader for Christmas? Was it a Kindle? Was it a Kindle Fire, the new inexpensive Kindle, or some other version
of Kindle? Was it a Nook tablet, Nook
color, or Nook black and white? Was
it a Sony or Pandigital, or something
else? Is it WiFi, 3G, or both? Amazon
(Kindle) and Barnes and Noble (Nook)
make it easy to buy eBooks from them,
but in general, it is not as easy to borrow books from the library.
The Scott County Library staff will
provide what help we can, but because
there are so many kinds of eReaders
(each with its own technical requirements), the help that staff can offer
is limited. But don’t despair, help is
available! From your computer, go to
the Scott County Library eBook (Overdrive) site at www.scott.lib.mn.us,
where you will see the message:
New to our Overdrive eBook collection? Visit the “My Help” section on the
library’s eBook site to get started with
checking out and downloading eBooks
to your device (including Nooks, Kindles, tablets, cell phones and more).
Select Overdrive eBook collection,
and then select either Getting Started
on the left side of the screen, or Help
on menu bar. You will be able to find
help on setting up your specific brand
of eReader. Follow the directions for
your eReader, and you will be on your
way to checking out eBooks from the
Scott County Library System.
Some Things You Need to Know
Only Scott County residents with
a Scott County library card can
check out eBooks.
You will need your library card
number and your PIN to sign on. If
you have forgotten your PIN, please
contact your branch library during open
hours.
eBooks, like the books in the library,
can be checked out by only one person at a time. If the book you want is
checked out, you can sign up on a waiting list.

Blue Thumbs

Downloading Library eBooks to Most Kindles

eBooks are growing in popularity.
They can be checked out at the
library.

You can have a maximum of three
eBooks checked out at a time.
The eBooks cannot be renewed,
but you can check it out again if no
one is waiting.
Please visit our website (www.scott.
lib.mn.us) or call or visit your library
for additional information about eBooks, library hours and locations, or
anything else.
Scott County Library System Administration -- 952.707.1760
Belle Plaine Branch Library
952.873.6767
Elko New Market Branch Library
952.461.3460
Jordan Branch Library
952.492.2500
New Prague Branch Library
952.758.2391
Prior Lake Branch Library
952.447.3375
Savage Branch Library
952.707.1770
Shakopee Branch Library
952.233.9590
Scott County Law Library
952.496.8713
Renewal Line -- 952.890.9184
We are creating guides for eReaders.
The first two are shown at right.

Register your Kindle with Amazon.com and have an Amazon account set
up before downloading books from the library. eBooks are downloaded from
your Amazon.com account after you check them out from the library collection. They will only download via WiFi or a USB cord. Downloads will not
work using 3G Whispernet.
From your computer, visit the SCL Overdrive site at www.scott.lib.mn.us
Browse the collection. For items that are available, click on the Kindle
Book version and then “Add to Cart” for each title. Books will stay in your
cart for 30 minutes. Items that are not available can be put on hold.
Click on “Proceed to checkout” -- you can have up to three titles total
checked out.
Enter your library card number and PIN (password) to sign in.
Click on “Confirm Checkout.”
Click “Get for Kindle” and the Amazon.com web site will open.
Log in to your Amazon account if you are not logged in already. You may
need to go to the “Manage Your Kindle” link.
Click “Get Library book” link.
Choose the Kindle device you wish to download the item to. The title will
download automatically or when you sync your device.
To return Kindle eBook early:
Go to “Manage Your Kindle” on Amazon.com. Using the Actions dropdown button, select “Return the Book.” Confirm the deletion.

Nook eBook Reader and others requiring
Adobe Digital Editions for EPUB formats.

eBooks are downloaded to a computer and transferred to the eReader. You
must install Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) on your computer create an Adobe ID and authorize your device with your Adobe ID before downloading
eBooks.
From your computer, go to the Scott County Library eBook (Overdrive)
site at www.scott.lib.mn.us
Browse the collection. For available items. Select the EPUB version and
then “Add to Cart” for each title. Books will stay in your cart for 30 minutes.
Items not available can be put on hold.
Click on “Proceed to checkout” -- you can have up to three titles total
checked out.
Enter your library card number and PIN (password) to sign in.
Click on “Confirm Checkout.”
Click “Download.” Choose “Open” when prompted.
When downloaded, the title(s) will appear in ADE.
After title is downloaded, connect the eReader to your computer. The name
of your device will appear in the ADE viewing pane.
Go to “Library View” and drag and drop the title(s) into your eReader icon,
then eject the eReader from the computer.
To return eBooks early:
Go to the viewing pane on ADE and click on the small arrow on the image
of the eBook you have checked out. Click on “return borrowed item.”

From Page 1

soak water into the soil. The soil cleans the water as it
moves below ground, and the perennial native plants
add color and beauty to the landscape bed. Raingardens are designed to hold water for a short period of
time, and most of the rain water soaks into the soil
within two days after a rain event.
The Blue Thumb workshops help residents learn
how raingardens work and how they keep our wetlands, rivers, and lakes clean. Two more sessions are
planned in March 2012 (see article, page 1). At the
workshops, attendees also learn how native plants
soak up rain water, stabilize soils from eroding, and
provide important wildlife habitat for birds, bees, and
butterflies.
“We came to the initial workshop with our fingers
crossed that we would be able to figure something
out,” Josh pointed out. “At each follow-up workshop,
we had the opportunity to discuss our unique situation
with the Scott Clean Water Education Program staff.”
The fun, hands-on part of the Blue Thumb workshop is when each participant can actually design his
or her own raingarden; choose plants, understand how
it fits into existing landscaping, and size it based on
the amount of rain water that will flow to it.
The Rubles developed a raingarden plan, including
a breakdown on labor and material costs. Watershed
organizations and some cities in Scott County provide
grants to residents interested in creating raingardens.
To be eligible for the funding, residents need to attend
a Blue Thumb workshop and seek help in designing
their raingardens. Once the raingarden is in the con-

struction stage, Scott Clean Water Education Program
staff visits the site to check on correct installation and
design.
Planning and hard work pay off
It was a weekend of hard work for the Rubles before they were able to see the fruits of their labor. “It
was a lot of hard work to move soil and dig out the
shallow raingarden, but we know the work will pay
off,” Shelly said. “And we’ll be helping to conserve
our soil and water resources for future generations.
Having the Scott Clean Water Education Program
staff come out and inspect the work as we progressed
really gave us the peace of mind we needed to complete our raingarden.”
Now Josh and Shelly can’t wait for the spring rain
so they can see their raingarden in action.
“I was surprised to learn how easy it is to make a
difference and have a positive impact on the environment. It doesn’t take much time or money to design
and install a raingarden,” Josh summed up.
If you are interested in installing a raingarden and
helping to keep our waters clean, register for a Blue
Thumb workshop. In addition, the workshops also
help lakeshore property owners stabilize their shoreline with native plants and connect interested residents with available grants. For registration, contact
Dan Miller with the Scott Clean Water Education Program, (952) 492-5424, or send an e-mail to dmiller@
co.scott.mn.us.

Silica sand mining
proposed
in County
Thirty years ago, the first silica sand mine in Scott

County opened along the west side of Highway 169
between Jordan and Shakopee. That mine closed ten
years later, due to slow market conditions. Over the
years, silica sand has been used to manufacture glass,
for sand blasting, and other assorted applications.
However, recent increases in crude oil production and
rising natural gas prices have created increasing use of
silica sand in a process called hydraulic fracturing -also known as “fracking” -- which increases the yield
of oil and natural gas from deep shale formations.
There are currently two proposals to mine “frack”
sand being considered within Scott County. One is located at the site of the previous silica mine described
above, and the other in an area of previous limestone
mining operations just south of Highway 41 and west
of Highway 169. Together, these mining proposals
would encompass around 1,200 acres. The smaller
proposed site (Great Plains Sands), which is located at
the site of the previously closed silica mine, is in the
process of completing an Environmental Assessment
Worksheet (EAW) and will be starting the County’s
permitting process later this spring. The larger site,
named Merriam Junction, is just beginning preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
There will be an EIS scoping meeting held in February to gather public comments on issues that will be
considered within the EIS. More information about
both of these projects will be available through the
County’s website located at www.co.scott.mn.us.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Major adversities can impact health,
early brain development for a lifetime

Brain development begins very early in pregnancy. During pregnancy, the brain
neural circuits for dealing with stress are beginning to develop, and are very malleable (or moldable) during gestation and well into early childhood development. In
a brief for the National Symposium on Early Childhood Science and Policy, 2010,
The Impact of Early Adversity on Children’s Development, the summary stated:
“To successfully manage our society’s future, we must recognize problems and
address them before they get worse. In early childhood, research on the biology
of stress shows how major adversity, such as extreme poverty, abuse, or neglect
can weaken developing brain architecture and permanently set the body’s stress
response system on high alert. Science also shows that providing stable, responsive,
nurturing relationships in the earliest years of life can prevent or even reverse the
damaging effects of early life stress, with lifelong benefits of learning, behavior,
and health.”
Science has shown that our capacity to deal with stress begins during the maternal gestation period. A system of highly integrated brain circuits and the hormonal
system are designed and developed to help individuals to deal with environmental
challenges throughout a life span. When an individual feels threatened, stress hormones are released to change the physical or emotional stress into a chemical signal
that is sent through the body and brain. During the prenatal and early childhood
periods, experiences shape how well these signals are activated and how well we
respond to stress – e.g., how well the signals can be contained or turned off.
The prenatal months through the first years of life is a very sensitive time for
rapid brain development; a time when early experiences determine whether the
architecture of the brain is strong or fragile. The brain is shaped by responsive,
dependable interaction with adults. On the other hand, chronic or extreme social
determinants or adversity can interrupt strong brain development.
Any kind of chronic stress is considered toxic stress. When this type of stress is
presented, our bodies have a physiological response stimulated by the brain neural
circuits. Often, individuals will experience an increase in blood pressure, heart rate,
and stress hormones. When a young child is surrounded by supportive relationships
with adults, the child learns to cope with challenges and stressors in life and return the stress response system to baseline. This is considered a positive stress response. In situations where more serious challenges are presented -- such as a loss of a loved
one, a natural disaster, or a frightening injury
-- a tolerable stress occurs if the stress is buffered by caring adults who help the child adapt
and mitigates the damaging affect of abnormal
levels of stress hormones. When extreme and
continuous adverse social determinants -- such
as poverty, abuse or neglect, parental substance
abuse, mental illness, or exposure to violence
are experienced without a supportive adult relationship -- the stress becomes toxic.
Science has shown that toxic stress that happens early in life can have a lifelong
toll on an individual’s physical and mental health. The more present adverse and
stressful experiences exist in life without a positive adult relationship, the more
likely a person is to have developmental delays and other problems in life, such as
health problems, alcoholism, depression, heart disease, and diabetes.
Research has shown that early intervention can prevent the consequences
of early adverse stressors. Research also has shown that the later the intervention
is provided, the less successful the outcome. Early intervention needs to begin as
early as during pregnancy (with good maternal care) and into the first several years
of life. Children’s relationships begin in the home and extend to family members,
early caregivers, educators, and members of the community. Children surrounded
by secure, trusting relationships with parents and other care providers release fewer
stress hormones during a stressful event compared to children with insecure relationships. Numerous scientific studies support that providing supportive, responsive relationships as early as possible in the development of the brain and in life can
prevent or reverse the damaging effects of toxic stress.
Scott County’s new mission statement clearly states its commitment to “Advancing a Safe, Healthy, and Livable Community.” The healthy development of our
children and the future of the larger community as a whole are supported by this
goal. To help achieve this mission, Scott County Public Health provides a variety
of programs for new or expectant parents as well as children in the early development years targeted to improve the health and education, and positive achievement
outcomes for parents and children. The Follow Along program provides a voluntary
childhood development assessment and support service referrals as needed at all
developmental stages from birth through early childhood. The Follow Along program is free to anyone who would like to participate.
Public Health also offers several home visiting programs that provide maternal
and child health assessments, maternal care, parenting education, and childhood
development support. Home visiting programs are offered to families and parents
that are facing challenging stressors. These programs are targeted at helping our
community grow healthy kids and supporting our families and parents in need.
For further information on our Public Health programs for maternal health and
early childhood development, contact Family Health at (952) 496-8577 or visit
Public Health on the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us. For more information on the “the Science of Early Childhood Development” and the Working
Paper series from the National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, go to
www.developingchild.harvard.edu/library/.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Mobile Health Clinic visits
set for February, March
Scott County Public
Health identified a need
for services that are more
easily accessible to individuals and families who
are uninsured, underinsured, and underserved.
Through a partnership
with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, Scott
County Public Health provides adult
and child health screening, preventative health care, health information, and
assistance with connecting to ongoing
health care and other local resources.
The services are provided with the use
of the Mobile Health Unit, owned by the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. This partnership enables services to be brought directly to those in
need by having the clinic go to various
locations within Scott County.
The February Mobile Health Clinic
will be held:
• Thursday, February 23, 2 -5
p.m. -- Russian Evangelical
Baptist Church,1205 10th Ave.,
Shakopee
The March Mobile Health Clinics
will be held:
• Thursday, March 8, 2 – 5 p.m.
-- Scott County Fairgrounds (U
of M Extension), 7151 190th St
West, Suite 100, Jordan

Mobile Health Clinic

Thursday, March 22, 2 – 5 p.m. -Savage Public Library, 13090 Alabama
Ave, Savage
Information on specific dates, times
and locations will continue to be updated as information becomes available
on the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and
outreach for health-related services to
residents of Scott County of all ages,
cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County. For more information on
mobile health clinics, please contact
Scott County Public Health at (952)
496-8555 or on the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us.

Think before you eat

Before you eat, think about what
goes on your plate or in your bowl.
Foods like vegetables, fruits, whole
grains, low-fat dairy products, and lean
protein foods contain the nutrients you
need without too many calories. Over
the day, include foods from all the food
groups. Try the following tips to “Get
Your Plate in Shape.”
Make half your plate fruits and
vegetables. Eat a variety of vegetables, especially dark green, red, and orange vegetables -- plus beans and peas.
Fresh, frozen, and canned vegetables
all count. Choose “reduced sodium” or
“no salt added” canned vegetables. Buy
fruits that are dried, frozen, or canned
in water or 100 percent juice, as well as
fresh fruits.
Make at least half your grains
whole. Choose 100 percent wholegrain breads, cereals, crackers, pasta,
and brown rice.
Switch to fat-free or low-fat milk.
Fat-free and low-fat milk have the same
amount of calcium and other essential
nutrients as whole milk, but less fat and
fewer calories.

Vary your protein choices. Eat a
variety of foods from the protein food
group each week, such as seafood, nuts,
beans, lean meat, poultry, and eggs.
Twice a week, make seafood the protein
on your plate. Keep meat and poultry
portions small and lean.
Cut back on sodium and empty
calories from solid fats and added
sugars. Drink water instead of sugary drinks. Select fruit for dessert. Eat
sugary desserts less often. Choose 100
percent fruit juice. Compare sodium
in foods and choose those with lower
numbers.

Make major sources of saturated
fats such as desserts, pizza, sausages
and hot dogs occasional choices, not
everyday foods. Switch from solid fats
to oils when preparing food.
Enjoy your food… but eat less.
Get your personal daily calorie limit at
www.ChooseMyPlate.gov. Use a smaller plate, bowl, and glass. Cook more
often at home, where you are in control
of what’s in your food. When eating
out, choose lower calorie menu options.
Write down what you eat to keep track
of how much you eat. If you drink alcoholic beverages, limit to one drink a
day for women or up to two drinks a day
for men.
Be physically active your way.
Pick activities that you like and start by
doing what you can, at least 10 minutes
at a time. Every bit adds up and health
benefits increase as you spend more
time being active. Children and teens:
Get 60 minutes or more a day. Adults:
Get two hours and 30 minutes or more a
week of activity that requires moderate
effort such a brisk walking.
Find more healthy eating tips at:
www.eatright.org, www.kidseatright.
org, or www.ChooseMyPlate.gov.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Should I stay or should I go?

Some of you may recognize the title to this article as an 80s punk rock song
by The Clash. While the song has nothing to do with emergency management, the
title brings to mind an issue that public safety agencies and residents face during
impending or ongoing disasters: Do I evacuate or “shelter in place”?
The answer is not simple, or one that can be decisively determined in this article.
However, if the time comes when local public safety officials knock on your door
and ask you to leave or stay inside, this might give you some tools to help you get
ready.
Evacuation
What do we mean by evacuation? Basically, it means that people, property, or
material is removed from a specific area. For this article, we are only referring to
people in the context of a natural, technological, or man-made disaster or emergency situation.
First, please keep in mind that an evacuation order is never an easy choice to
make. Asking people to just grab some belongings and leave home is a difficult decision and is not made lightly. For an incident commander, a call to evacuate means
that many additional plans will now either be put in motion or need to be made.
Some of those plans include how the evacuation order will be communicated to the
public, what are the safe transportation routes away from the area, will a shelter be
needed, how will we provide rides for folks that don’t drive or need help exiting
their homes, and how can we let people know when it’s safe to come back.
All of those questions and many more need to be resolved as quickly as possible. Some of these issues will be prepared for in advance through an Emergency
Operations Plan. Other issues will be incident specific and may be unique to that
particular disaster.
If an evacuation becomes necessary, here are some personal preparedness guidelines from FEMA that may help you in your planning and response process.
• Keep a full tank of gas in your car if an evacuation seems likely. Gas stations may be closed during emergencies, or be unable to pump gas during
power outages. Plan to take one car per family to reduce congestion and
delay.
• Have a battery-powered radio available in case there is disruption to your
electric service. Listen to and follow local evacuation instructions.
• Gather your family and go if you are instructed to evacuate immediately.
• Leave early enough to avoid being trapped by severe weather.
• Follow recommended evacuation routes. Do not take shortcuts; they may
be blocked.
• Stay away from downed power lines.

If time permits:
• Gather your disaster supplies (or “Go-Kit”).
• Wear sturdy shoes and clothing that provides some protection, such as
long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and a cap. During cold weather dress appropriately and take a heavy blanket or sleeping bag.
• Secure your home, close and lock doors and windows. Unplug electrical
equipment, such as radios and televisions, and small appliances, such as
toasters and microwaves. Leave freezers and refrigerators plugged in, unless
there is a risk of flooding.
• Let others know where you are going.
Evacuations are more common than many people realize. Hundreds of times
each year, transportation and industrial accidents release harmful substances, forcing thousands of people to leave their homes. Fires and floods cause evacuations
even more frequently.
Shelter In Place
Some folks may be asking, what in the world do you mean by “shelter in place”?
Good question – basically, it means that if an emergency situation is or may be
taking place in your area, you will be asked to stay inside (wherever you are). It
could be your workplace, school, or home. This strategy is used for many types of
disasters or emergencies. It could be that a dangerous chemical, such as chlorine,
has been released and you might be in more danger by going outside. The objective
is to keep you safe by staying inside and creating a protective barrier between you
and the dangerous environment.
If an incident like this should occur, officials will be working to get information
to residents, schools, and businesses by a variety of means. This includes using
television and radio alerts or possibly going door to door if time permits and it can
be done safely.
According to www.ready.gov/shelter, some of the steps you can take if asked to
shelter-in-place include:
• Bring your family and pets inside.
• Lock doors, close windows, air vents and fireplace dampers.
• Turn off fans, air conditioning and forced air heating systems.
• Go into an interior room with few windows, if possible.
• Seal all windows, doors and air vents with 2 - 4 mil. thick plastic sheeting
and duct tape.
• Cut the plastic sheeting several inches wider than the openings.
• Duct tape plastic at corners first and then tape down all edges.
• Be prepared to improvise and use what you have on hand to seal gaps so
that you create a barrier between yourself and any contamination.
• Local authorities may not immediately be able to provide information on
what is happening and what you should do. However, you should watch
television, listen to the radio, or check the internet often for official news
and instructions as they become available.
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Youth in the Spotlight
Rachel Funke

School: Prior Lake High School
Grade: 11th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Cindy and Doug Funke
Years in 4-H: Three years
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth

With so many negative influences affecting a teenager
today, it’s great to see teens teaching others about making
Rachel Funke
positive differences. Rachel Funke may appear to be shy,
but put her in front of a class of elementary students and she opens up. Rachel spent
time with second graders at St. Michael’s Catholic School in Prior Lake in January
talking about being a positive character. Rachel helped the second graders discover
that we are all different on the outside, but we all deserve to be treated with respect.
Rachel has been helping to recruit more teen teachers to help with the University of Minnesota-Scott County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth program. If you are
a 9th-12th grader at Prior Lake High School, New Prague High School, Shakopee
High School, or Jordan High School and would like to learn more about teaching
elementary students, please contact Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
dunc0008@umn.edu.

Jenna Algoo

School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 12th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Kim and Jay Algoo
Years in 4-H: Four years
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth

Do you know how to develop trust from your parents, teachers, and friends? Jenna Algoo visited 3rd
Jenna Algoo
graders at Sweeney Elementary School to talk about
developing positive character through trustworthiness, caring, and respect. Students learned how it takes many tasks to build a tower of trust from others, but one
untrustworthy event can knock that “trust tower” over.
Jenna is a natural teacher and brings a huge smile and energy to the classrooms
that she visits. Jenna demonstrates her positive character outside of the classroom
and into your community by helping others feel welcome and encouraging them to
try new things. Thank you, Jenna, for being a positive role model to your peers and
the community!

CAP Agency sets FoodShare goals

Thanks to numerous contributors, the
CAP Agency’s “2011-2012 Give Where
you Live” campaign was a success during the holiday season.
Donations provide an investment in
a child’s future, a link to employment,
a safe home, food on the table, a bit of
magic during the holidays, and a support
system for seniors.
Contributions from the community
allowed over 1,000 families to participate in the Hope for the Holidays and
toy distribution programs. With each
gift, coat, toy, and meal distributed, selfworth was replenished and the notion
that neighbors and the community care
was reinforced.
CAP’s next project will be the March
FoodShare, with a goal of collecting
$40,000 and 80,000 pounds of food to
support the food shelf. Please consider
donating time, talent, or treasure. You
will find more information on March
FoodShare on CAP’s website at www.
capagency.org.

Stacks of games and books were
donated and among the gifts
distributed during the Hope for the
Holidays program.

Southern Valley Alliance
seeks volunteers

Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is seeking volunteers
concerned about domestic violence. The Alliance will be providing
volunteer training beginning on Saturday, March 3, 2012. Volunteers
are trained in domestic violence, answering the crisis line, and/or facilitating support groups. They are seeking individuals that are able to
make a one-year commitment. Childcare volunteers are also needed
while victims attend support group (no training required). If you care
about domestic violence and wish to gain knowledge and experience
while helping victims in need, please call Kim at (952) 873-4214.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Pursuing “happy time”

What do you think is the most important commodity? Of course, recognizing the title of this article, you probably have guessed what my answer is. But
have you ever thought about it? Everything we desire or seek in life is related to
achieving “happy time.” The pursuit of money is believed by some to provide
happy time, but many people are happy without money. So what really gives us
happy time? To answer this question, we really need to dissect the term into two
separate words: happiness and time. A person can’t really be happy when he or
she is hungry, thirsty, sick, or in pain. I found several definitions for happiness that
described it as: “An active or passive state of pleasure or pleasurable satisfaction.
Happiness results from the possession or attainment of what one considers good.”
For some, happiness involves the pursuit of self-gratification. For others, it is attained by doing what one considers good. The point of my article probably seems
somewhat nebulous at this point. So, please read on…
Misery is the opposite of happiness. So, naturally, one would think that eliminating sources of misery would help. And here is my connection to environmental
protection: Environmental pollution can cause human disease and adverse impacts to the things we need to survive, such as clean air, clean water, safe food.
Since many environmental threats are slow to manifest, the factor of time enters
-- as is evident with some cancers that may take decades to manifest after exposure
to carcinogens. Yet in addition to adversities that can occur within our lifetime,
environmental pollution can result in ecological changes that will affect future
generations as well. So we can see that environmental pollution can lead to immediate misery for us today as well as delayed misery for future generations.
Happy time for some may mean misery for others; look no further than the era
of slavery in this country. That was fairly obvious, but even so, it took a civil war
that almost destroyed our nation to resolve it. Frankly, I don’t believe that there
is a limited amount of potential happy time, I think there is enough to go around.
When you recycle, you may do so without a lot of thought, because others are doing it. But if you recycle because you care about the environment and care about
future generations, you derive happiness for doing it.
There are other ways you can achieve happy time. If you perceive that doing
things to reduce misery for others is good, keep reading. Climate change is now
as absolute as gravity. The extreme weather events that all the reputable sources
have predicted as a result of global climate change are becoming prevalent. Prolonged droughts with resulting fires, more extreme temperatures with a gradual
overall warming trend, flooding, more violent storms … all are becoming obvious
to anyone paying attention. These are sources of misery for people now, and it will
worsen in the future. So, what can we do to reduce this future misery?
Recycling is certainly at the top of my list, energy conservation is another. But
we need to make wise decisions in everything we do. The space for my article isn’t
big enough to enumerate everything you might do to reduce greenhouse gases, so
to make informed decisions in this regard you need to learn about climate change.
A good place to start is at a website for the coordinated efforts of every federal
agency and vast majority of universities and colleges in this country: www.globalchange.gov. Then check out Minnesota’s Energy Challenge website at www.
mnenergychallenge.org … and be happy!

Cloth diapers easy to use,
better for environment

More and more parents are making
the switch from disposable diapers back
to cloth diapers because of the many
benefits of the modern cloth diaper. Today’s cloth diapers are baby-friendly,
environmentally friendly, and have the
convenience of the disposable diaper.
Cloth diapers are now made out of a
variety of comfortable fabrics and they
contain either snaps, Velcro, or are pullon style (no more safety pins!). The
most popular style uses an absorbent
cloth pad that is inserted into a pocket
sewn into the cloth diaper. To clean
these cloth diapers, simply shake the
insert out of the pocket opening, store
both in a diaper pail or bag, and wash
every one to three days. If soiled, simply knock solids into a toilet or remove
with a diaper sprayer. Small solids will
dissolve in the wash.
Modern cloth diapers do not contain
irritating chemicals. Experts believe
that rashes and other health issues are
frequently caused by irritating chemi-

cals (dyes,
absorbents,
dioxin,
etc.)
that
are
found
in
many
d i s p o s ab l e
diapers.
These
modern cloth diapers prevent thousands
of disposable diapers from entering our
landfills. They also eliminate the need
for manufacturing, packaging, and
transporting new disposable diapers to
stores, which in turn limits the amount
of raw materials and natural resources
(petroleum and trees) needed to continually make more diapers.
Using modern cloth diapers can save
from 44 to 68 percent over the cost of
disposable diapers, even when considering home laundering costs. Several
small companies in Minnesota sell cloth
diapers, including Once Upon a Child
and Sweet Pickle LLC in Shakopee.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Recycling creates jobs:
Please “pitch in”
The phrase “Pitch In” originated
from an anti-littering promotion that
started in the 1960s. It’s still a good
message (after all, some people still
litter), but “Pitch In” can also be used
as a message for recycling… it’s good
for the environment and the economy!
When recyclable materials are collected, they become a local commodity that
can contribute to local revenue, job creation, and business growth. There are
many examples of how recycling creates jobs and economic benefit.
At a recent University of Georgia (UGA) Recycling Awareness Day
event, students encouraged the campus
community to recycle more. The City
of Athens recycles an estimated 20 to
25 percent of paper, cardboard, and
plastic; the UGA campus recycles a
little less than 50 percent. In 2010, the
University shipped 4,757 tons of waste
to landfills in Clarke and Oglethorpe
counties. During that same time, UGA
students and workers recycled more
than 4,000 tons of plastic, paper, motor
oil, and other reusable materials. The
recycling efforts saved the university
nearly $200,000 in landfill fees, and
helped earn the school nearly as much
selling metal, plastic, and cardboard
back to market.
Recycling makes it possible for people to be green, but it also helps people
make green! Many people may not realize that recycling helps our local economy by creating jobs. According to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
not only does the recycling industry
directly employ an estimated 1.1 million people, there are an additional 1.4
million jobs created by businesses that
support the recycling industry. Unlike
most jobs in the waste disposal industry, jobs in the recycling industry add
value to the materials by contributing to
a growing labor force of skilled workers, such as material sorters, dispatchers, truck drivers, sales representatives,
process engineers, and even chemists.
In fact, according to recycling-revolution.com, recycling creates four jobs for
every one job created in the waste management and disposal industries. It really does pay to recycle materials rather
than throwing them in the garbage.
In these times of high unemployment, solutions are never more urgent
and easy to do than creating jobs out of
what we are throwing away, according
to a new study by the Container Recycling Institute (CRI) called “Returning
to Work: Understanding the Domestic

Jobs Impacts from Different Methods
of Recycling Beverage Containers.”
The study, in part, looked at beverage
container recycling vs. using virgin raw
materials. It found that ten times more
American workers are employed in recycling PET (PET is labeled with the
#1 code on the bottom of bottles and
containers commonly used to package
soft drinks, water, juice, produce, salad
dressings and oil, household cleaners,

and many other products) than in producing an equivalent amount of PET
resin from virgin raw materials (9.9
jobs per 1,000 tons of recycled PET vs.
0.6 jobs per 1,000 tons of resin from
virgin raw materials). The report is
available for download on the CRI web
site at www.container-recycling.org.
Another report titled “More Jobs,
Less Pollution: Growing the Recycling
Economy in the U.S.” (prepared by the
Tellus Institute and Sound Resource
Management) said a higher recycling
rate would mean a more stable employment base. The report says that nearly
1.5 million more recycling jobs could
be created if the national recycling rate
was increased to 75 percent by 2030.
This report can be found at www.
bluegreenalliance.org.
Even when our stagnant economy
starts really rolling again, the recycling
industry will still have room to grow
-- especially since the infrastructure
for the collection of recyclables is already in place. We don’t need to wait
for stimulus money to jump-start recycling, and this type of industry can’t
be outsourced to another country. We
have the unique ability to create our
own job opportunities just by throwing that milk jug into a recycling bin
instead of the garbage can. With each

person doing their part, local businesses
can also grow. For example, there is a
business near Jordan called By the Yard
that makes lawn furniture out of plastic
milk jugs. Also, Anchor Glass in Shakopee can make new glass bottles out
of recycled glass at a lower cost than
using raw materials.
Even if we do not receive an immediate personal benefit from recycling,
each time we recycle a plastic bottle or
newspaper instead of throwing it into
the garbage, we’re not only helping the
environment, we’re also helping to create and sustain jobs right here in Scott
County. So, what are you waiting for?
Pitch In!
Internet sources used includes the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
Waste 360, Richmond Times-Dispatch,
Scrap Monster, Waste & Recycling News,
Recycling-revolution The National Association for PET Container Resources,
and The Container Recycling Institute.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Scott County Highway Dept. extends thanks to
participants in the Adopt-A-Highway Program
Adopt-A-Highway Participant
Co. Rd. #
Allen Schmitz Family
59
American Glass & Mirror
21
Anchor Glass
101
Badhwa Family
42
Balloon Ascensions Unlimited Team
8
Beckendorf & Thur Grandparent Memorial
8
Belle Plaine Area DFL
64
Belle Plaine BBQ Days Royalty
59
Belle Plaine Girl Scouts
53
Blahnik Law Office, Adam Blahnik
21
Bob & Elsie Beckius Family
7
Bolton & Menk, Inc.
91
Boy Scout Troop 331
23
Boy Scout Troop 339
12
Boyd Family – Scott, Pauline, Ian, Heather
27
Brad’s Barber Shop
3
Bruce & Pam Beckstad & Family
44
B’s Pumping
46
Burmeister Families
1
C&H Sport Surfaces
86
Canterbury Park Racetrack & Card Club
83
Carver Scott Co-op Spring Lake Area
66
Carver Scott Education Co-op 3C’s
64
Chad W. Nelson & Family
62
Chlan Families
27
Christiana Lutheran Church
46
Clarence Muelken Family
68
Contreras Family
69
C-r Team at Edina Realty
2
Cross of Peace Lutheran Church
17
Cub Scout Pack 324
5
Curtis & Diane McClintock Family
61
DeGross Families/Connelly Family
56 & 87
Doyle Grandchildren
23
Ducks Unlimited, Prior Lake Chapter
16
Earth Protectors
79
Edina Realty – Chad/Sara Huebner
16
Edina Realty, Inc., Shakopee Office
79
Employees of Siwek Lumber
9
Enclave at Cleary Lake HOA
87
Environmental Equipment
2
Faith Community Church
86
Families of Meadow Wood Court
8
Family/Friends of Allie Jo Luhman
83
Family of Eugene Strehlow
79
Family of Jack & Margaret Casey
75
Farmers Insurance, Dan Kuhl Agency
8
Farmland Paint Ball Club
7
Fertimix
11
Feyereisen Family
15
Fish Lake Immanuel Lutheran Church
10 & 81
Fish Lake Sportsman Club
10 & 81
Flom/Heaney Family
75
For Carl A. Bryant, The Bryant Family
16
Friends & Family of Hunter R. Klaseus
11
Friendship Church Men’s Ministry
78
Gearey’s
91
Gerold Pool & Concrete
60
Girl & Cub Scouts of Jordan
61
Graham Family
8
Greg & Julie Stoks Family
77
Haugen Insurance Agency
American National Insurance
42
Havlicek’s Veseli Vrsek Orchard
2
Helena Helpers 4-H
2
Helping Hand 4-H Club
15
Hentges, Klehr, Pieper Families
10
Holzer Families
64
IBR Realty
101
Illuminations-Collectibles
2
In Memory of Bill & Glen Hein
66
In Memory of Dick & Rita Hesse
87
In Memory of Jerusha Kesler
89

In Memory of Ralph & Delores Menden
81
In Memory of Tammy Dudley
64
Jill B. Fisette, Kes Realty
91
Jim & Mary Monnens Family
69
Jordan Jaycee’s
76
Jordan Lions
61
Jordan Middle School
66
Keith Rezac & Patrick Samuelson
56
Kelly Family
70
Kennedy Transmission
16
Kubes Family
89
Name to be determined – Langhorst
17
Larry and Maureen Schulte
87
Legends Club
91
Lydia Zion United Methodist Church
10
Marine Corps League
79
Millards G.B.P.O.A.
51
Minar Families
15
Ministry of Reconciliation
21
MN Horse & Hunt Club
8
Moschkau Schulstad Family
86
National Wild Turkey Federation
6
New Market Elko Webster Lions Club
2
New Market Fire Department
27
New Market Sportsmen’s Club
8
New Prague Sno-Drifters
2
New Prague H.S. Student Council/Honor Society 37
Olson Dental
27
Orin & Linda Kruschke Family
5
Pat & Jeanne O’Halloran Family
27
Peter’s Pumpkins & Carmen’s Corn
16
Prior Lake Rotary
21
Prior Lake Snowmobile Association
42
Prior Lake State Bank Employees
18
Prior Lake VFW Post 6208
27
PSR Automation, Inc.
15
Quam & McKenzie’s Cedar Lake Redbones
56
River Valley Church
2
Robert J. Beck Jr./Christine Drees Family
16
Robling Families
71
Roland & Betty Boegeman Family
27
Salon Bravo in Belle Plaine
3
Sam’s Club
18
Schoenbauer’s Country Coral
15
Scott County DFL
4
Scott County Employee Association
17
81
Scott County Home Educators
Scott County JAF
23
Scott County STS Program
17
Shakopee Boy Scout Troop 218
14
Shakopee Community Education
15
Shakopee Police
21
Shakopee Rotary
78
Shakopee Towing & Mini Storage, Inc.
14
Shakopee Valley Lions
101
Slack Family
64
Smith & DeRudder Families
87
SMSC Gaming Enterprise
83
Sonnek Family
56
Southdale YMCA Camp Kici Yapi
16
Southern MN Towing CARHELP
11
St. John’s Lutheran
78
The Sweet Life: God, Family Friends
23
Tietz Family
85
Thompson Farm Road Crew
62
TikiWade Online
68
TLCF Inc. – In Memory of Timothy Correll
8
Triggers Restaurant & Saloon
23
W.J. Hammes Family
89
Wyder Family
27
Open
1.5 mile stretch, east of Co. Rd. 83
Please contact Lyn Rohe at Community Services if
you are interested in adopting a stretch of available
road: (952) 496-8367 or lrohe@co.scott.mn.us.

A student attending the Future Leaders
program learned about firefighting at the
SCALE Regional Training Facility.

Students sought
for Future Leaders
event on April 20

Scott County will be hosting the 11th annual
Future Leaders of Scott County event on Friday,
April 20, 2012. This event affords selected 8th
and 9th graders from Scott County schools who
are studying government a hands-on opportunity
to learn about county government outside of the
classroom environment.
During the months of February and March,
County officials and staff visit 8th and 9th grade
government classes throughout the County, briefly introducing the topic of county government and
inviting interested students to apply for the Future
Leaders of Scott County Day program. Selected
students – limited to 100 due to space and budget
constraints – will be matched with County employees (mentors) based on interests indicated in
the application form. Students will then spend
the day “shadowing” their mentors and preparing
for and participating in either a mock jury trial
or a mock County Board meeting or visiting the
SCALE Regional Training Facility in Jordan to
see up close how law enforcement officers, firefighters, and other public safety professionals are
trained for their life-saving work.
Interested students should watch for announcement of the event at their respective schools. If
you are an interested student studying civics -or the parent of an interested student who does
not attend a traditional school in Scott County -please contact Selina at (952) 496-8244 or Jane at
(952) 496-8186 for further information.

Conservation
jobs available for
young adults

If you enjoy working outdoors and are interested in conservation, look no further! The Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in
Jordan will be hiring a crew of young adults (18
to 25 years old) to help with streambank stabilization projects, lakeshore restoration, and invasive
species removal efforts. The Scott SWCD has applied for two grants through the Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC) that would pay for the
workforce on these projects. The District has already been approved for a crew to work on these
projects for two weeks this spring or fall. Young
men and women who wish to gain experience in
the conservation/natural resource field may apply
on the MCC website at www.conservationcorps.
org/content/join-corps.
The Scott SWCD has also applied for another
grant which would allow two temporary corps
members to work from May to August 2012 at
the local office in Jordan. While awarding of this
grant has not yet been determined, applications
for these possible summer positions may also be
submitted on the MCC website or there is a link to
the MCC website at www.scottswcd.org. To find
out more, contact Ryan Holzer, SWCD Resource
Conservation Technician, at (952) 492-5420.
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Outdoor Recreation

in partnership with

Summer Camps
Investigate nature, land a big fish, embark on outdoor adventures, learn survival skills, step
back in time, join the Civil War, attend a one-room schoolhouse, or take part in a
Victorian tea party. These and other fun activities await your child this summer.

Three Rivers Park District offers a variety of nature, recreation and history based daytime
summer camps in Scott County that are specifically designed with your child in mind.
Camps serve children ages 4-15 and provide not only fun and adventure, but an
appreciation for the outdoors and learning. For more info, or to sign up online,
visit: threeriversparks or call 763-559-6700.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 9 AM–Sunset, mid-May to mid-September
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague,
the former Cedar Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been
converted into Scott County’s newest regional park. Family and group
picnicking, catered events, swimming, and fishing are all possible at
this picturesque site.

Cleary Lake Regional Park

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots
in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails
and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area
by the National Audubon Society.

The Landing

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Winter Saturdays: December 3–17, 10 AM–4 PM, Sundays: December 4–18, 11 AM–4 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings. On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with
Folkways of the Holidays. Kids also love playing house in 1880s style at the Martinson House.

www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails • ThreeRiversParks.org

Close-to-Home
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
Beyond Regional Parks and Trails
Scott County is fortunate to have local, state and
national outdoor recreation facilities located right
here, close to home!
Minnesota Valley National Refuge
These 14,000 acres are only one of a handful of
urban national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place
where coyotes, bald eagles, badgers and beavers
live next door to 3 million people.
fws.gov • 952.854.5900.
Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area
Residents of Scott County can enjoy hiking, biking,
cross-country skiing, horseback riding, mountain
biking, snowmobiling and rustic camping at this
close-to-home State Recreation Area. In addition,
the Minnesota Valley State Trail, which begins at
the Bloomington Ferry Bridge in Shakopee, winds
through the area. The landscapes are just as diverse
as the trail system and include wetlands, floodplain
forest and bluff-top oak savanna. Wildlife observation
and bird watching are popular activities year-round.
dnr.state.mn.us • 952.492.6400.
Ney Nature Center
While technically just across the border in Le Sueur
County, the 446-acre Ney Nature Center is located
west of Hwy 169 on Hwy 19 toward Henderson.
Some may recall the news story about the discovery
of a large population of deformed frogs – that
discovery happened here! A parks program partner,
the Ney Nature Center offers hiking, bird watching,
cross-country skiing, and environmental education
programs. neycenter.org • 507.248.3474.

Your One Stop for Active Living Resources
Scott County’s new active living information portal
is now online! Visit GoScottGo.org for active living
events, resources, and a fully interactive trail and
park map for both Scott and Carver counties.

Outdoor Recreation

event calendar
CLEARy LAkE REgioNAL PARk
X SPRINg BREAk ouTDooR ADVENTuRE DAYS
Pick one day or all five. Each day will be a different adventure
in the park with a wide mix of activities including: archery,
nature hikes, bonfires, wilderness survival and camping skills,
geocaching, teambuilding games, nature crafts and more.
Daily themes and activities are flexible and subject to change
based on weather. Reservations required. $45. Ages: 7-12.
Archery and Atlatls
Monday, April 2 #224610-00
Wilderness Survival Skills
Tuesday, April 3 #224610-01
Camp Skills and Outdoor Cooking
Wednesday, April 4 #224610-02
Nature Crafts and Games
Thursday, April 5 #224610-03
Geocaching Challenge
Friday, April 6 #224610-04
9 AM-3 PM

X WILDERNESS SuRVIVAL SkILLS
Could you survive the wild? Spend the afternoon learning
how to make decisions that could save your life. Test your
survival skills though exercises and work on the beginnings
of a survival kit to bring home! Reservations required. $9.
Ages: 8+.
April 22 – Sunday #224611-01
1-4 PM.

X FAMILY ARCHERY
Discover an exciting new outdoor skill and build your
confidence. Learn the basics of handling a compound bow,
range safety, and proper NASP shooting techniques with
Three Rivers instructors. All equipment provided. Reservations
required. $7. Ages: 9+.
April 29 – Sunday #224611-03
1-3 PM
Women’s Archery
April 29 – Sunday #224611-02
10 AM-Noon.

summer camps
For full descriptions and to register visit
ThreeRiversParks.org

AgES 5-7
X NATuRE INVESTIgAToRS CAMP
July 9-13 – Monday-Friday #324610-23
9 AM-Noon, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $120

AgES 6-9
X TRAVELINg FISH CAMP
August 20-23 – Monday-Thursday #324610-09
9 AM-3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $198

AgES 6-12
X BuILD A CAMP: oNE-RooM SCHooLHouSE
June 26 – Tuesday #338410-01
July 24 – Tuesday #338410-02
August 21 – Tuesday #338410-03
9:30 AM-2 PM, The Landing.
One Camp: $35; Two Camps: $65; Three Camps: $90.
Must call to register.

X BuILD A CAMP: VICToRIAN TEA PARTY
June 27 – Wednesday #338410-07
July 25 – Wednesday #338410-10
August 22 – Wednesday #338410-11
9:30 AM-2 PM, The Landing.
One Camp: $35; Two Camps: $65; Three Camps: $90.
Must call to register.

X BuILD A CAMP: DAY oN THE FARM
June 28 – Thursday #338410-18
July 26 – Thursday #338410-19
August 23 – Thursday #338410-20
9:30 AM-2 PM, The Landing.
One Camp: $35; Two Camps: $65; Three Camps: $90.
Must call to register.

X LITTLE HouSE oN THE RIVER CAMP
July 10-12 – Tuesday-Thursday #338410-22
August 7-9 – Tuesday-Thursday #338410-23
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, The Landing. $150

X ADVENTuRES oF MARk TWAIN CAMP
July 16-17 – Monday-Tuesday #338410-21
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, The Landing. $100
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X FAMILY CANoEINg
Canoeing is a great way to explore Minnesota from a whole
new perspective. It can take you places no one else can
reach and expose you to new, exciting experiences. This
lesson for beginners is designed around having fun, being
safe, and learning proper paddling techniques. Participants
will learn water safety, entering and exiting a canoe, and
proper paddling techniques with different paddle strokes.
Reservations required. $15. Ages: 8+.
May 12 – Saturday #224511-00
1-3 PM.

X WILDFLoWER HIkE
Discover spring! Join a naturalist-led hike into the woods
to find and identify the beautiful flowers that grace the
woodlands for just a brief moment in spring. Dress for the
mud and meet at the Visitor Center. Free. Ages: All.
May 12 – Saturday
9-11 AM.

THE LANdiNg
X WALk WHEN THE MooN IS FuLL:

TREE MooN
Spring is here and the trees are beginning to bud! Join us for
a naturalist-led evening walk and discover how the trees of
Minnesota helped serve early pioneers. Program will begin in
Visitor Center. Reservations required. $5. Ages: 6+.
April 6 – Friday #238406-08
7:30-9 PM.

X VICToRIAN EASTER Egg RoLL
Celebrate with the family! Make your own miniature basket
and decorate a wooden egg. Activities include an egg and
spoon race, bunny hop relay and an authentic egg roll. Join
in some playtime with old-fashioned toys and games, and
explore the banks of the Minnesota River Valley. Refreshments
served in the Town Hall. Bring your camera! Enter park through
West entrance. Reservations required. $5. Ages: All.
April 7 – Saturday #238401-06-12-13
11 AM-3 PM.

X $3 TouR DAYS
Join a guided tour at The Landing. Enter through the Visitor
Center (Main Entrance). Walking distance is 1.5 miles
round trip. Contact the Visitor Center for tour schedule
763.694.7784. $3. Ages: All. Children under 2 free.
April 14, 21, 28 – Saturdays
May 12, 19 – Saturdays
10 AM- 5 PM.
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Sundays
May 6, 13, 20 – Sundays
Noon-5 PM.

X kID VS. WILD CAMP
July 18-19 – Wednesday-Thursday #338410-24
August 15-16 – Wednesday-Thursday #338410-25
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, The Landing. $100

AgES 8-11
X ouTDooR ADVENTuRE CAMP
June 11-15 – Monday-Friday #324610-20
June 25-29 – Monday-Friday #324610-22
July 9-13 – Monday-Friday #324610-24
July 23-27 – Monday-Friday #324610-21
August 6-10 – Monday-Friday #324610-28
1-4 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $120

X CIVIL WAR MuSTER
Spend a Saturday in the American Civil War. Visit the
encampments, see how Minnesota soldiers lived, and
hear the roar of musketry. We’ll receive a special visit from
President Abraham Lincoln. Ride a trolley pulled by Percheron
horses. Gift shop open and food available for purchase. $5,
ages 18-64; $3, ages 2-17; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
May 5 – Saturday
10 AM-5 PM.

X MEMoRIAL DAY WEEkEND
Experience life along the Minnesota River as you meet fur
traders, townfolk, and farmers. Ride the Percheron horsedrawn trolley and play old fashioned games. Watch the
Wild West Show (Sunday only). Meet Civil War soldiers, play
baseball, ride in Wilderness Inquiry canoes (Monday only).
Special ceremony commemorating Memorial Day (Monday 2
PM). Food provided by Robert’s BBQ available for purchase. $5
Ages: 18-64; $3 Ages: 2-17 and seniors; children under 2 free.
May 26 – Saturday, 10 AM-5 PM.
May 27 – Sunday, Noon-5 PM.
May 28 – Monday, 10 AM-5 PM.

X MY PRESCHooLER & ME: EARLY ExPLoRERS
Discover the magic of our historic Eagle Creek village with
your child. Play, sing, read stories, create a craft and explore
the outdoors as we investigate a new theme each month.
Dress as a pioneer or come as you are, but remember
outdoor clothes! Park and enter through the West Entrance.
Reservations required. What makes maple trees special?
Come to the Landing with your early explorer and find out!
Tap a tree, collect sap, and sample real maple syrup and
sugar! $5. Ages: 2-5.
Wednesdays, 1-2:30 PM
Messy Mud
April 4 – #238403-02
Garden Fun
May 2 – #238403-03

X HEIRLooM SEED SAVERS ExCHANgE
This event at The Landing will feature a discussion on the
importance of seed saving, especially heirloom seeds, and its
role in vegetable genetic diversity. Meet other seed savers.
Exchange heirloom seeds or obtain help in starting an
heirloom garden and seed saving. Free. Ages: All.
April 15 – Sunday
1-3 PM.

X ANIMALS oN THE FARM
Join us on a spring day to meet animals and learn about their
roles on a working farm. $3.children under 2 free. Ages: All.
May 6 – Sunday
Noon-5 PM.

CEdAR LAkE FARM
REgioNAL PARk
X gEoCACHINg FoR S’MoRES
The S’mores supplies have gone missing! The only way to
ensure happy campers is to use GPS units to find the supplies
hidden in the woods. We’ll teach you the basics of how
to use our GPS units before sending you on an adventure
in the park to find as many caches as possible before your
belly growls. Come with family, friends, or on your own and
we’ll match you with other team members. Return with the
supplies and we’ll have the campfire waiting. All equipment
provided. Reservations required. $8. Ages: 8+.
May 15 – Tuesday #227711-00
7-8:30 PM.

X CEDAR LAkE FARM 2 DAY ADVENTuRE CAMP
June 25-26 – Monday-Tuesday #327710-00
July 25-26 – Wednesday-Thursday #327710-01
1-4 PM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park. $90

AgES 9-12
X WILDERNESS SuRVIVAL CAMP
June 18-21 – Monday-Thursday #324610-11
9 AM-3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $192

X ARCHERY & ouTDooRS CAMP
July 16-19 – Monday-Thursday #324610-25
9 AM-3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $192

AgES 10-13
X CIVIL WAR CAMP
June 12-14 – Tuesday-Thursday #338410-06
9:30 AM-3:30 PM, The Landing. $150

AgES 10-15
X SuRVIVAL CAMP WITH oVER NIgHT
July 30-August 2 – Monday-Thursday #324610-27
July 30-31 – Monday-Tuesday
9 AM-3 PM.
Overnight
August 1-2 – Wednesday-Thursday
9 AM-9 AM. Cleary Lake Regional Park. $280

X MouNTAIN BIkE CAMP
August 6-8 – Monday-Wednesday #323710-00
9 AM-Noon, Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve. $72

X WILDERNESS SuRVIVAL CAMP FoR gIRLS
August 14-17 – Tuesday-Friday #324610-26
9 AM-3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park. $192

REgiSTRATioN iNFoRMATioN
763.559.6700 • ThreeRiversParks.org
Mon. – Fri. 8 AM–5 PM, Sat. – Sun. 8:30 AM–12:30 PM
Please have eight-digit reservation code and payment
method available. Programs without an eight-digit code
do not require reservations.
Wonder Fund
Available for program fees. Applications are considered
on the basis of financial need and funds available.
Wonder Fund applications are accepted for programs
requiring reservations. For details, call 763.559.6700.
Scholarship information
Applications are considered on the basis of financial need
and funds available. Call for details.
Accessibility information
The Park District’s goal is for everyone, including persons
with disabilities, to enjoy park facilities, programs and
services. For information about accessibility of facilities
or programs, or to request accommodations for specific
needs, please contact us at 763.559.6707 (phone),
763.559.6719 (TTY) or access@ThreeRiversParkDistrict.org.
Advance notice of 14 days is usually sufficient. We will do
our best to accommodate requests on shorter notice.
Call 763.559.6719 (TTY) or 763.559.6707 (Voice).
Refunds
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least 15 days in advance
are 100 percent refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable; and 5 days or
less are not refundable. Programs will take place rain or
shine. If a program is canceled by park staff, you will be
notified and a full refund or credit will be issued upon
your request.
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Safety SCENE
By the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Internet creates new types of crime

The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has been in existence since 1853, when Ai
G. Apgar was sworn in as the first Scott County Sheriff. Obviously, Scott County
was significantly different 159 years ago: Minnesota was a territory, not a state;
the County was extremely rural and had few residents; and it could take the Sheriff
-- or any other resident -- an entire day to get from one end of the County to the
other.
Fast forward to 2012, and times have certainly changed. Once a rural county
in a sparsely populated territory, Scott County is now one of the most populated
counties in Minnesota. Almost every aspect of this County has changed, from the
people who live here, the cities that exist here, the way we travel, the roads we
drive, and the crimes we see.
Exactly how many people are in our County? The 2010 Census says 129,928.
But if that is your answer, it isn’t entirely correct. Added into our County would
be the people who are visiting our many local attractions, such as ValleyFair, Canterbury Park, Mystic Lake, the Renaissance Festival, or the many area lakes or
parks. Suddenly, the number of people in our County gets a lot bigger. But even
beyond those who physically step foot within our County, there are people in our
community who we can’t even see.
One area of crime Sheriff Apgar would have never dreamed of is internet
crime. In fact, if someone had mentioned “internet crime” a mere 20 years ago,
it would have concerned few of us. In fact, most of us wouldn’t know what they
were talking about. But now, almost the entire world now has the chance to “be”
in Scott County, and even in your home or business.
The internet has changed Scott County in several positive ways: We can communicate more freely, we can do our shopping without leaving our homes, we can
use the web to enhance our businesses. But the criminals in the world use it to
make their “professions” easier too. They can use the internet to create new types
of crimes, including identity theft, cyber-bullying, data theft, and sharing obscene
or offensive content.
When you are on the net, you should be aware that others may be able to view
you and your activity. There are a few simple steps to minimize the odds of being
the victim of an internet crime.

•
•
•

•
•

•

First, create strong passwords that aren’t shared with anyone.
A “strong” password should have numbers, letters, and symbols, and

always be a minimum of eight characters long.
Change your passwords frequently. Every 90 days is a good
benchmark for changing your password.
Know who you are communicating with. Odds are strong that the
King of Vanuatu’s nephew won’t give you a $17 million reward for your
troubles if you can send him $500 now. Like most things, if it sounds
too good to be true, it most likely is. Don’t fall for stories of despair or
grandeur; if you don’t know the person, don’t ever communicate with
them.
Never share personal information online. Phone numbers, credit card
numbers, bank account numbers, your working hours, or even if you are
out of town on vacation… don’t give potential criminals an easy target!
If you are using social media (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, et cetera),
don’t get too social! Telling people where you are is also telling them
where you are not. If you don’t want a thief to know your location, don’t
share it in cyberspace.
Always make sure your children or other family members realize the
internet is not a “safe zone.” There are potential dangers all over the
web, and they can often come from the most unlikely sources, such as a
person pretending to be a small child.

Hopefully, these small steps will keep you safe online, but criminals are always
looking for a new way to take advantage of the internet. If you ever find yourself
a victim of an internet crime, call 911 -- you should also report any internet crimes
to the Internet Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov/default.aspx so the FBI
can see if your crime was related to any others around the nation.

SWCD has other equipment
available to rent

In addition to the equipment mentioned in the article at right, Scott
SWCD also has a Finn Krimper available for rent. The Krimper is ideal for
seeding projects that require the use of straw or hay mulch to protect the
seed and help it grow while retaining moisture. Used to anchor the straw
into the soil to avoid loss of coverage, the Krimper helps reduce erosion and
runoff while seed is germinating.
Hand seeders for grass seeding bare spots on lawns as well as loppers
and saws for buckthorn removal are also available. There is a deposit required on this equipment, but no per-acre charge. A contract and fact sheet
can be mailed to you. Once the deposit has been paid and the contract completed, a map of your property with the planting area will be highlighted.
Scott Schneider, Resource Conservationist with the Scott SWCD, will contact renters a few days prior to planting to make arrangements for delivery
and pickup. Call Schneider at (952) 492-5425 if you would like to be added
to the 2012 equipment rental schedule or to discuss which equipment would
be best for your no-till needs.
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Local landowners make use
of no-till rental equipment

When Tim O’Loughlin
of Shakopee wanted to
seed winter wheat into soybean stubble on 250 acres
in Spring Lake Township,
he rented no-till equipment
from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan. For
many landowners in Scott
County, this is a convenient, cost-effective option
for interseeding/overseeding alfalfa, planting soybeans or small grains, and
establishing native grasses
or wildflowers on large or John Bisek Jr. of New Prague (left) and Scott
small acreages. And the Schneider discuss the benefits of the John Deere
best part? The equipment No-Till Drill, which the Scott SWCD rents out to
can be delivered directly Scott County landowners. Schneider, Resource
to your seeding site and Conservationist with the District, delivers the
picked up from that same equipment directly to the seeding site and picks
location when you are fin- it up when planting is finished.
ished with it.
John Deere 1560 No-Till Drill use for the 2011 field conditions. With
For Tim, the John Deere drill was what my acreage, I can’t justify buying this
he preferred to rent because of its 15- equipment, so renting it works out well
foot planting width and 7.5-inch rows. for me.”
Fortunately, he has a larger tractor with
Great Plains 705NT No-Till Drill
hydraulics to pull it (a 100 HP tractor is Last year, Tim and Molly Havlicek
the minimum requirement for use). For of Elko New Market purchased Tallmany years, Tim has used the grain box grass Prairie Mixes through the Scott
on the John Deere to seed soybeans and SWCD’s tree program. To restore more
small grains; a legume box is also often than four acres of native prairie in Ceused to seed alfalfa and to renovate pas- dar Lake Township, they rented the
ture areas. Tim also prefers using this Great Plains 705NT No-Till Drill. The
equipment because his land has sandy drill has three seed boxes: A grain box
soil that can dry out quickly. By leaving for oats and small grain seeds; a legume
the maximum amount of residue, the box for seeding legumes, switchgrass,
soil on his land holds moisture longer, and other small grass seeds; and a
giving crops a better chance for high large fluffy seed box for seeding native
yield while minimizing erosion poten- grasses or brome grass. The Havliceks
tial by surface runoff.
like the narrow planting width of seven
The John Deere is one of three drills feet and the fact that it only requires a
available to rent for use on lands in Scott 50 HP tractor with hydraulics system.
County. Rental rates are $8 an acre; in When using either the John Deere or
addition, a minimum non-refundable Great Plains, crop residue, corn stalks,
drop charge of $100 is required. This and grassy established pasture areas are
drop-charge amount will be applied to all acceptable conditions for use.
the total acres planted.
Since 2005, Jon Zweber of Elko
The Bisek Brothers Partnership New Market has rented both the John
-- which includes John Jr., Albert, Deere and the Great Plains drills to
and Frank of rural New Prague -- has plant grasses for his pasture areas, and
rented the John Deere no-till drill for to interseed hayfields on various acreyears. Each fall, the brothers typically ages in New Market Township. Jon aprent this drill to seed winter wheat into preciates the versatility of the seeding
old alfalfa stands after they have killed boxes that allow him to plant several
the alfalfa with herbicide; they also use types of seeds. The narrow width althe no-till drill to plant soybeans into lows him to access pastures and seedcorn stubble and seed small grains in ing areas with the equipment through
the spring. The Biseks appreciate the cattle gates without removing fencing.
15-foot seed width of the drill, which Jon can seed directly into the existing
helps them get the job done quickly and grasses or legumes with one pass.
allows for easier maneuvers on steep
“Renting the no-till drills work out
hillsides. They have contour strips in the best for us,” Jon noted. “We have a
place to minimize erosion. Combined lot of acres that we never plan on plowwith the lack of conventional tillage, ing again. We’ve got the kind of land
the potential for erosion on the fields is that is more erodible, so tilling less and
greatly reduced.
keeping the soil in place are important.”
Every other year, Ted Kornder of
Brillion “Sure-Stand” Seeder
Belle Plaine uses the John Deere to Mike and Ellen Shea of Prior Lake
plant almost 60 acres of soybeans and own property in Cedar Lake Township.
winter rye into corn stubble on his They used the Brillion seeder to plant
property that runs along Highway 169 native grass filter strips on about 20
north of Belle Plaine in Sand Creek acres. Mike’s land was already tilled in
Township. Ted’s land has sandy soil in the fall, so it needed a pass or two with
an open flat area, prone to wind erosion secondary tillage to smooth the seedbed
and lacking adequate surface residue to before he could seed with the Brillion.
prevent soil from blowing. By no-till They chose it because of its ten-foot
seeding, he is able to keep maximum planting width and ability to broadcast
residue on the field and minimize soil seed into a loose, clean-tilled seedbed.
loss through wind erosion.
Firming of the seedbed provides the
“Using the no-till drill during last great seed-to-soil contact for better gerfall’s drought, we were able to estab- mination as well as smoothing the soil
lish a rye crop and got good emergence surface for future clipping. He found
with no rainfall. A conventional drill his 40 HP tractor with hydraulics was a
would not have done the job on it,” good match for the equipment.
Ted explained. “It was the right tool to See other rental options at left.
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Bullying: A big problem with big consequences

By Sara Wagner, Extension Educator
Most people can remember some experience with a bully while growing up.
Unfortunately, bullies are still causing psychological and physical damage to other
kids. Bullying – that is, when one or several youth employ physical, emotional, or
verbal abuse to make life miserable for another -- is not normal childhood behavior and should not be dismissed as “kids will be kids.” Youth routinely victimized
by bullies may experience anxiety, insecurity, and low self-esteem. Chronic victims of bullying may need professional help as much as the bullies do.
Some experts suggest that changing attitudes and involvement of kids who witness but are not victims of bullying may have the greatest impact on bullies. Since
bullies love an audience, a bystander’s encouragement or toleration of the bully
will make the bully stronger. Training through role-playing can help youth recognize a potentially harmful situation and assertively do something positive. By
simply saying, “That’s not cool,” a bystander can stop a bully’s activities. Youth
need to know that taking a stand for what is right can be very effective.
Youth have fully embraced the internet and electronic technologies as both an
environment and a tool for socializing. Cyberbullying, or electronic aggression, is
being cruel to others by sending or posting harmful material or engaging in other
forms of social aggression electronically. There are increasing reports of using
these methods to post damaging text or images to bully their peers or engage in
other aggressive behavior. Parents should be aware of this newer style of bullying,
and be aware of and discuss with their children the following issues connected
with it:
 Electronic methods are available 24/7.
 Digital material travels fast, even if the intent is that it was sent privately.
 Communication can be anonymous.
 There may be reluctance to tell parents because victims are emotionally
traumatized, think it is their fault, or fear that their electronic
communication will be taken away. Stress with your children that it is
important to report this type of behavior.
Typically, assertive, self-confident children do not become victims of bullying.
Youth usually are singled out because of psychological traits such as extreme passivity, sensitivity to criticism, or low self-esteem. Here are some things parents
can do if they suspect their child is a victim of a bully:
• Listen to your child’s reports of being bullied and take it seriously.
• Recognize the symptoms: Lost or torn clothing, unexplained bruises,
fearfulness or anxiety, moodiness, withdrawn behavior, a drop in grades,
lack of friends, loss of appetite, unexplained reluctance to go to school,
or sleep disturbances.
• Ask questions. Ask your child how he or she is spending lunch break,
before and after school. Ask what it’s like riding the bus or walking to
school. Ask if there are peers who are bullies without asking whether
your teen is being bullied. Encourage speaking out.
• Report all incidents to school authorities to combat the bullying. Keep a
written record of who was injured and who you reported it to.
• Teach your child how to avoid the situations that expose him or her to
bullying.
• Teach your child how to respond to aggression. With bullies, they should
be assertive and leave the scene without violence. Role-play with your
child how to react and respond. Do not tell youth to strike back. This
gives the message that the only way to fight violence is by using more
violence. It makes them feel that they need to solve the problem alone
and that parents and teachers don’t care enough to help.
• Eliminate violent games, television shows, and movies as much as
possible.
Here’s what you can do if your child is exhibiting bullying behavior:
 Objectively evaluate your teen’s behavior.
 Teach youth to recognize and express emotions non-violently. Emphasize
talking out the issue rather than hitting.
 Teach conflict-resolution skills.
 Promote empathy by pointing out the consequences for others of verbal
and physical actions.
 Model toward your child the kind of behavior you want him or her to
exhibit to others.
 Make it clear that aggressive behavior is not acceptable and will not be
tolerated.
 Explain the difference between tattling and telling. Tattling is when you
report something just to get someone in trouble. Telling is when you
report that you or someone else is in danger.
When aggression is tolerated, everyone loses – the bullies, the victims, and the
bystanders. They are all learning that violence is acceptable, and that is not the
lesson we want to teach our youth.
Teens from the University of Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Youth
Teaching Youth program have been visiting 2nd and 3rd grade classrooms talking
about character development, conflict resolution, and bully prevention; they also
visit 5th graders talking about internet safety and etiquette. If you would like more
information on how to talk to your children about bullying or to have teens visit
your classroom, please contact Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
dunc0088@umn.edu.
Source: Kathleen Olson, University of Minnesota Extension Educator in Family Relations
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4-H project helps
youth train their dogs
Does your dog sit, stay, heel, or is he
or she in desperate need of some obedience training? Do you want to have
some fun with your pet, and try taking
him or her through an obstacle course?
Think about joining the Scott County
4-H dog project!
The dog project is open to all 4-H
youth in grades 3 through one year post
high school. The objectives of the Minnesota 4-H dog project are to develop
leadership, initiative, self- reliance, and
sportsmanship skills; youth will also
experience pride and responsibility
while being involved with their dog and
learn a greater love for animals and develop a humane attitude towards them.
The Scott County dog project’s main
focus is on positive training methods.
Youth have the opportunity to try three
different specialization areas: showmanship, obedience, and agility. The
purpose of the showmanship is for 4-H
members to develop skills and knowledge in dog show handling. Showmanship also allows members to learn about
breeds of dogs and general grooming
responsibilities.
Obedience training is used to demonstrate the usefulness of dogs as companions. The basic objective of obedience is to condition dogs to always behave in the home, in public places, and

in the presence of other dogs, in a manner that will reflect credit on the sport
of obedience. (New this year, we will
also be offering rally obedience.)
The third area of training is agility. Agility training encompasses the
dog’s agility, briskness, confidence,
and a handler’s control over an obstacle
course designed for dogs. Within the
Scott County dog project, youth that
participate will also earn a “Canine
Good Citizen Title.”
If you are interested in joining the
Scott County 4-H dog project or would
like to find out more information, please
call the Scott County Extension Office
at (952) 492-5410. We will be holding
an informational meeting coming up on
April 3 at 6 p.m. at the Scott County
Extension Office in Jordan, and training
will begin on Tuesday, April 10.

4-H is a program designed
for the whole family

Youth development is the process of
growing up and developing one’s abilities in positive ways. Youth development organizations exist to promote the
positive, healthy development of young
people. 4-H – the oldest and largest
publicly funded youth development
organization -- believes that there is a
richness and mutual benefit in quality
relationships shared between youth and
caring adults along with peers and families. In just Scott County alone, 4-H
reaches over 5,000 youth – with 433
youth actively enrolled in community
clubs.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and most
of all have fun! 4-H membership is
open to all youth, kindergarten to first
year after high school. 4-H is for all
kids, whether they live in cities, towns,
or rural areas; whatever their race, religion, or gender.
No matter what interests you, 4-H
has the project area for you. Some
project areas you can explore include
photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports, wildlife, veterinary science,
child development, clothing, wood science, small engines, computer, lawn
and landscape, gardening, food and
nutrition, animal science, technology,

Shannon Tell of Prior Lake shares
her knowledge about plants with a
judge at the Scott County Fair.

and much more! 4-H projects are fun,
hands-on learning activities that challenge youth to explore different areas
of interest.
The Scott County 4-H program currently offers 4-H clubs throughout all
of Scott County in the following areas:
Shakopee, New Prague, New Market,
Belle Plaine, Prior Lake, Savage, and
Jordan. To find out how to start or join
a 4-H club in your area or for more information on 4-H, call the Scott County
Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.

Explore the
4-H Adventure
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your
tax dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s
mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and
innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Prior Lake:
Free wireless (WiFi) Internet service
installed at City Hall

Prior Lake City Hall, in partnership with Integra
Telecom, is providing the free WiFi Internet service
via reliable fiber-optic connection so that Prior Lake
residents, businesses, and organizations have access to
the internet at City Hall. The service will enable City
Hall guests to access e-mails and data stored in remote
locations. Signs at City Hall will alert guests to the
service.
The number of meetings held at City Hall is impressive (and growing), and the need for internet access in the many meeting rooms -- as well as the Council Chamber -- has steadily increased. Last year, local
organizations and the general public hosted more than
400 meetings at City Hall, not including the more than
600 City-related meetings and the nearly 100 regular
public meetings held by the city council and its advisory bodies.
“We are excited Integra has offered to provide this
no-cost service for the benefit of our many visitors,”
said Prior Lake City Manager Frank Boyles. “Since
2006, Prior Lake residents, businesses, and organizations have been coming to Prior Lake City Hall to take
part in a wide variety of meetings and business transactions. I’m proud to say that the public meeting spaces have been extremely popular and well used. Groups
from around the state and beyond have been impressed
with what Prior Lake has created here. Wireless internet service will bring additional value, and Integra
agreeing to provide this service at no charge is especially appreciated.”
“Integra Telecom is proud to partner with the City
of Prior Lake to leverage our advanced fiber-optic network to provide these Internet services to users of the
City Hall building,” said Mary Korthour, vice president and general manager for Integra Telecom of Minnesota. “This project is closely aligned with our goals
for improving the level of community involvement
and improving our local community.”

Free egg hunt at Lakefront Park

The Prior Lake Recreation Department is hosting
its free Lakefront Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 31
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Lakefront Park Pavilion.
Egg hunt times: threeyear-olds and under at
1:15 p.m., four to sevenyear-olds at 1:25 p.m.,
and eight years and
older at 1:35 p.m. There
will be pony rides, a police car, fire truck, and
entertainment. Snacks Kids enjoy the egg hunt.
and drinks will be available for purchase. Meet the bunny and don’t forget to
bring your camera! No registration required. Remember to dress for the weather! For more information,
call (952) 447-9820.

Stephes named Employee of the Year

City of Prior Lake Water Facilities Operator Andy
Stephes was recently awarded the 2011 Employee of

the Year Award from the
City of Prior Lake. He has
been working for the City
of Prior Lake for 14 years.
Stephes was nominated by
his supervisors and numerous fellow employees for
his superb judgment, cando attitude, diplomacy, and
resourcefulness.
According to the Streets
Andy Stephes
and Utilities Department’s
nomination submission, Stephes shows up early for
work, is great with residents, and his attention to detail is the reason the Water Treatment Facility runs
so smoothly. “The whole department usually looks
to Andy to answer any questions because he has the
experience and knowledge regarding anything water
related,” the department agreed in his nomination.
“Andy continues to be instrumental in the quality
of the City’s drinking water,” wrote his supervisors
Public Works Director Katy Gehler and Parks, Streets
and Utilities Superintendent Joe Wiita. “Andy believes
in exemplary customer service and he does all that he
can to make sure Prior Lake citizens are provided the
best service possible. The City has greatly benefited
from his positive contributions.”

From Savage:
Liquor stores discover new way
to be ‘naturally resourceful’

Corks from bottles of wine purchased at Dan Patch
and Marketplace liquor stores are finding new life as
shoe soles!
Natural
corks
are being collected
at each of the two
municipally owned
stores. The program
started a few months
ago at the suggestion of a customer.
Store wine expert
Patti Johnson re- Corks are being collected at
searched the concept Savage’s municipal liquor
and found ReCORK stores so they can be recycled
– a company that into shoe soles.
collects and stores the corks in California, then sends
them to SOLE – a manufacturer of shoe soles.
“We looked into it and figured why not give it a try,”
said Liquor Operations Director Pete Matthies. The
response has been outstanding. Over 500 corks have
already been collected and shipped back to ReCORK.
In addition to expanding the City’s environmental
stewardship, the cork recycling program has been exciting for a wine expert like Johnson. On a recent visit
to Marketplace, she talked about the variety of corks
being disposed. Corks are stamped by the wine manufacturer, each with a unique design. “We’re getting
some really neat ones,” Johnson said.
All customers are encouraged to bring their corks
to either of Savage’s liquor stores – Dan Patch or
Marketplace – even if it’s by the bagful. The stores
are located at 4425 W. 123rd Street and 8200 County
Road 42, respectively. Additional information about
ReCORK’s recycling program can be found at www.
recork.org.

Way named 2011 Employee of Year
For 35 years, Deb Way
has been serving Savage
with a kind heart, a compassionate ear, and a way
of welcoming customers
as if they were visiting
her home. Despite her
caring nature, the gal’s no
softie: She’s stubbornly
dedicated and is a bit of
a spitfire, both of which
may be essential skills
when it comes to working

Deb Way

in the liquor business.
“One word that comes to mind when I think of
[Way] is commitment – commitment to work, friends,
and most importantly, family,” said City Administrator Barry Stock. “She has truly been dedicated to the
City and her family in more ways than we have time
to discuss.”
Way, who is the assistant liquor director for the
City of Savage, was named by Stock as the 2011 City
Employee of the Year.
Way started her career as a waitress at the Dan
Patch Lounge, which was located downtown (where
the town square parking lot is today). She’s since
logged countless hours at each City liquor store, including Dan Patch, Marketplace, and the former Sunset Liquor off County Road 42. She’s held just about
every position the department has had. She often takes
home paperwork, and doesn’t hesitate to respond if a
store alarm sounds in the middle of the night.
“…
Whether it’s working a shift over a holiday or assisting
family members by making many personal sacrifices,
she is always there,” Stock said. “She is one of the
most unselfish people I know.”

From Shakopee
Free income tax preparation
assistance available for seniors

The AARP Foundation will offer free income tax
assistance to senior citizens and low income families
(who are eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit) at
the Shakopee Community Center (1255 Fuller Street
South) on Wednesdays, February 8 through April 11
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All walk-in assistance is available on a first-come,first-served basis. No appointments will be accepted.
Volunteer counselors, who are trained and certified
by AARP, will assist with basic federal and state tax
returns. (Counselors will not be able to help complete
complex forms such as depreciation, business, farm
income, et cetera.) Federal and state income tax and
rent credit/property tax refunds will be e-filed. Please
bring the following documents:
• Photo ID, Social Security card, and copies of
last year’s tax returns.
• Records of last year’s income from all sources
(Social Security, pensions, W-2 income, interest, dividends, and capital gains).
• Records of unemployment collected, disability
income, and county assistance.
• Certificate of Rent Paid (CRP) or 2012 Scott
County Tax Statement.
• If itemizing, bring records of deductible expenses (i.e., medical, health insurance, longterm care insurance, taxes paid, mortgage interest and charitable contributions).
For more information about the AARP Tax-Aide
Program or to find other locations where the free service is offered, please call 888-AARP-NOW (888227-7669) or visit AARP.org/taxaide.

From the Townships:
Annual Town Meeting: An opportunity
to get Involved with local government

Townships, through grassroots government, offer a unique opportunity for residents to have a direct
voice in setting their tax levy and raising other issues
of concern to their local community. This opportunity
occurs each year through participation in the Annual
Town Meeting. The Annual Town Meeting is held
each year on the second Tuesday of March – this year,
that date is March 13.
At the Annual Town Meeting, the township’s
electors choose a moderator to conduct the meeting.
While nothing prohibits a town supervisor from being selected to serve as moderator, the position is most
often filled by someone who is not on the Board. The
moderator acts as the chair of the meeting and is responsible for managing the meeting and guiding the
discussion of various agenda items. A typical agenda

SCALE SCENE to next page
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Order prairie seed, wildflower packages now
For the second year, the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District in Jordan is selling prairie seed and wildflower
mixes through its annual tree program.
The goal of the program is to convert
lawn and fallow acres into bursts of color and cover for wildlife and birds. And
if you live on half an acre to two acres,
you may be eligible to receive funding
assistance of up to $300 an acre. Four
different mixes are available:
Bird and Butterfly Mix
Perennials in this mix will attract
birds, butterflies, and hummingbirds to
your yard with the colors and smells of
a beautiful, native wildflower garden!
Formulated for most soil conditions, the
mix includes an assortment of spring,
summer, and fall-blooming species.
Several short native grass species are
also included to reduce weed competition, enhance wildlife value, and maintain a pleasing appearance after flowers
have bloomed. The mix sells for $35
and is sold in ¼-pound bags, covering a
1,200 square foot area.
The mix includes 25 species of native
wildflowers and five species of native
grasses, including Prairie Coreopsis,
Meadow Blazing Star, Butterflyweed,
Hoary Vervain, Big Bluestem, and Indiangrass. A complete list with photos
of each species is available on the Scott
SWCD website.
Native Prairie Mix
You can reduce the time, cost, and

mix include Canada Milk Vetch, Rattlesnake Master, Wild Bergamot, and Purple Prairie Clover along with Side Oats
Grama and Little Bluestem. This mix
sells for $50. A complete list with photos of each species is available on the
Scott SWCD website, www.scottswcd.
org.
For wet sites, 15 species of native
wildflowers/native grasses have been
chosen because these seeds adapt to a
variety of soil conditions and tolerate
moist and wet conditions. Seeds in this
mix include New England Aster, Showy
Tick Trefoil, Maximillian’s Sunflower,
Cup Plant, Golden Alexanders, and
Canada Wild Rye. A complete list with
photos of each species is available on
the Scott SWCD website.
Both of the Native Prairie Mixes are
sold in 2.3-pound bags, estimated to
cover up a planting of up to one-quarter
of an acre.

Canada Anemone is one of 25
species of wildflowers in the Bird &
Butterfly Mix.

environmental impact of maintaining a
large lawn by going native! Two choices
are available this year, one for wet soil
conditions and the other for dry growing
areas. These perennial grass/wildflower
mixes are perfect for creating highquality wildlife habitat that adds color,
beauty, and texture to your landscape.
Containing colorful wildflowers and attractive tall prairie grasses, these plants,
once established, provide food and nesting cover for wildlife, birds, and insects.
The species chosen require half a day
or more of direct sun and will provide
color through summer and fall.
For dry areas, 15 species of native
wildflowers/native grasses have been
selected because the seeds adapt well to
variety of soil conditions and can survive drought conditions. Seeds in this

Tallgrass Prairie Mix
Like the native prairie mix, the
Tallgrass Prairie Mix is another option for restoring some of your highmaintenance lawn to a low-cost, natural
landscape. The beauty and versatility
of these natural grasses are in demand
now more than ever, for everything
from erosion control to wildlife habitat enhancements. In fall, these grasses
turn gold, red, and bronze, and stand
straight throughout the winter, capturing snow and providing critical nesting
cover. Once established, you’ll enjoy

Colorful wildflowers and tall prairie
grasses provide cover for wildlife
and insects.

your native prairie for years to come
with decades of minimal maintenance,
knowing you are doing your part to help
protect our environment!
This mix, which sells for $25, includes six species of grasses, including favorites Big Bluestem, Side Oats
Grama, Canada Wild Rye, Virginia Wild
Rye, Little Bluestem and Indian Grass.
Sold in 2.3-pound bags, it covers approximately one-quarter of an acre.
For more information on any of these
seed mixes and possible cost-share
funding specifics, call the Scott SWCD
office in Jordan. A full-color fact sheet
and photos of the species offered in each
mix are also available by calling (952)
492-5425. Rain barrels, 35 varieties of
conifers, and deciduous shrubs and trees
are also sold through the 2012 Scott
SWCD Tree Program. Go to www.scottswcd.org for more details on this great
conservation effort.

Get to know the Farm Advisory Board

Citizens board seeks a diverse membership representing local farmers
Recently, the Scott County Board of Commissioners made the Farm Advisory Task Force – which has
been helping to elevate the voice of farmers in the
County since 2009 – permanent. Originally created
to help inform the County’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan
and designed to have a five-year sunset, it will now
continue to help develop and implement policies that
support farmers and their farming operations to ensure
agriculture remains a viable industry in Scott County.
Although not an official advisory committee to the
Scott Board of Commissioners, Task Force members
– who recently elected to rename the group the “Farm
Advisory Board” -- will help provide input and information to Scott County decision makers on approaches to implementing the County’s 2030 Comprehensive

SCALE
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would include a year-end financial report, budget discussion, and reports on current or future road maintenance and road improvement projects. Township residents may also make motions on other items of interest
which they would like the Board to consider at a regular meeting. Most importantly, the agenda will include
the setting of town levies. Towns may set a different
levy for the General Fund, the Road and Bridge Fund,
and any other funds needed, such as a Fire Fund.
Although the Annual Town Meeting is held in
March, many townships choose to continue the levysetting portion of the Annual Town Meeting until August or September. This provides an opportunity to
develop a clearer picture of the financial needs of the
town for the following year. If the Annual Meeting is
continued, the date and time of the continuation is set
by the electors during the March meeting.
During the Annual Town Meeting, the town officers
do not act in their official capacity. The town officers
can certainly explain the proposed levy, answer questions, et cetera, but they cannot exercise town board
authority during the meeting. It is the electors (residents who are eligible to vote) who vote to set the levy,
not the town supervisors.
Please watch your local newspapers for the notice
of the time and place for your township’s Annual Town
Meeting, and plan to attend. It is a unique opportunity
for your voice to be heard and your vote to be counted!

Plan as it relates to agriculture. The 2030 Plan was designed to help guide future land use decisions in the
County, including preservation of farmland and open
spaces. Scott County Board Chair Tom Wolf stated
that “… farming has always been a big part of our
County’s heritage; we want to make sure the existing
land is used in the best possible way.”
Over the last two years, the Farm Advisory Board
(FAB) has played an important role in several key agricultural issues in the County. It has helped to guide
agriculture-related ordinances, and its recommendations broadened the agricultural uses allowed under
the County’s ordinances, making the ordinances more
farmer-friendly. For example, in 2010 the County
Board approved the recommendation that seasonal
u-pick operations, temporary roadside stands, and a
few other uses no longer require a costly permit. The
FAB also was a leading voice to allow for more public
engagement on issues related to the Green Acres Program, and encouraged the County to work with farmers to keep land enrolled in Green Acres and Metropolitan Agricultural Preserves programs.
The work of the FAB was recently highlighted by
Minnesota Agriculture Commissioner Dave Frederickson, who, in a letter to Scott County Commissioners, noted that the FAB “…plays a critical role in connecting policymakers with the real issues affecting the
agricultural community in Scott County.”
“By making the task force permanent, Scott County’s agricultural producers can be assured that they will
have a long-term voice on issues affecting them in the
County – a voice comprised of their fellow producers

who will work to assure that their interests and concerns are heard,” said Ann Houghton, a local grower
who served on the task force and currently sits on the
newly formulated FAB.
FAB seeks new members
The FAB is made up of from 10 to 15 individuals
who are actively farming or who have farmed, as well
as some beginning farmers. Because diversity in representation is sought, the group will also be comprised
of members of various ages, gender, farm sizes, and
locations, varieties of crops and livestock, and on-farm
businesses. The group is also interested in members
who have direct experience in local marketing as well
as those who live and work in urban expansion and
urban transition areas.
The group, which meets quarterly, has several subcommittees, including outreach and education, zoning and planning, communications, legislative and
membership.
“We strongly encourage Scott County farmers who
are interested in the work of the Farm Advisory Board,
and who can bring unique perspectives and ideas to the
board’s work, to apply to serve,” says Dave Minar, of
Cedar Summit Farm, member of the FAB. Those who
are interested in joining the FAB should contact Jennifer Jensen at (952) 492-5210 or Commissioner Tom
Wolf at (952) 440-6805.
The next meeting of the board is scheduled for
March 1, 2012 from 9:30 – 11:30 at the Highway Department Facility on Highway 282. Scott County farmers, as well as other interested parties, are encouraged
to attend the meeting.

Public Works Information
Call (952) 496-8346
•
•
•
•

For construction updates
To report potholes
To report signal issues
To report dead animals
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

Schwartz serves veterans for 37 years

It is with great appreciation, good wishes, and a bit of sadness that the Scott
County Veterans Service Office says goodbye to Jackie Schwartz. Jackie has decided to move on to the next stage of her life and retire after 37 years of dedicated
service to our Scott County veterans.
Jackie began her career on January 2, 1975 and has been the cornerstone of
the Veteran Service Office since. Many of us have served as Director, but none of
us would have been as successful without Jackie’s presence. Her dedication, hard
work, job knowledge, and passion for serving veterans are simply unparalleled. She
has the greatest attribute anyone serving veterans can have: the ability to empathize
with a veteran’s situation. In the six-plus years I have worked with Jackie, I have
learned so much about a job that never stops teaching.
Jackie also served Scott County as well. She worked on several committees,
from the insurance committee to the County Fair booth committee. She was an
extremely important part of the County’s Future Leaders Day, and was a constant
presence at the various community expos and events.
Jackie completed her calling on January 27, 2012 and moved on to a well-deserved retirement. There is no doubt in my mind that she has more than earned it;
the County and the veteran community owe her a debt of gratitude. No one has
given more of herself to serve the public interests and the veteran community than
Jackie has for the past 37 years.
One of my favorite poems really reflects how Jackie approached every day in
the office. This poem is inscribed on the east side of the Scott County Veterans
Monument:
The bugles and drums give you music,
And the moon gives you light,
And my heart, O my soldiers, my veterans,
My heart gives you love

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Upcoming SCHS Events

Underwear, art, rituals are
focus of museum exhibits
“Under Where? Unmentionables
Exposed” Exhibit -- This exhibit takes
an intimate look at the underclothing
women and men have worn throughout
the years to alter, contort, and
transform their bodies for status, class,
and fashion. The exhibit runs through
May 5, 2012. Exhibit sponsored in
part by the Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative.

Unmentionables
Exposed! Enter a
raffle to win one
of Christopher’s
special Petal’s
Clutches (a $210
Petal’s Clutch
value). Raffle
tickets are $1 each. Purchase an
advance admission ticket, and receive
one raffle ticket! Admission tickets
($10, or $8 for SCHS Members) are
available at the Scott County Historical
Society and the Shakopee Chamber of
Commerce.
Kids Kraft: Tell Me a Story! February
25. We’ll read selections from Shel
Silverstein’s Where the Sidewalk Ends,
then create our own books with our
own stories and pictures! Free, but
registration is required for supplies.

Images of Scott County Display:
Through March 2012. The exhibit
displays over 30 paintings by Pat
Duncan, Kathy Gates-Gilmore, and
Patricia. The paintings depict images
of Scott County including people,
landscapes, and animals. Developed
in partnership with the Savage Art
Studios & Gallery.

To Jackie, for all of us here at the Veteran Service Office and on behalf of the
veterans of Scott County, we wish you the very best in the future and rest assured
you have given us more than we can ever say thank you for.
Our hearts give you love.

Girl’s Tea, MotherDaughter Event,
March 10. Have
tea and treats with
your doll! Make a
craft for you and
your American
Girl* doll, take a tour of the historic
Stans House, and enjoy tea and treats!
Register through Shakopee Community
Education, $15 per person, ($10 for
SCHS Members). *Event not sponsored
by American Girl LLC
Kids Kraft: April Fools’ and Fishes!
March 31. Learn about April
Fools’ Day traditions and read April
Foolishness by Teresa Bateman; then
make a silly April Fools’ Day fish,
like they do in France! Free, but
registrations are required for supplies.

“Marking Time: The Rituals of Life
& Death” Exhibit – This exhibit walks
you through milestones in life, from
birth to death, exploring the cultural
aspects of the rituals we assign to life’s
benchmarks. The exhibit runs through
August 2012. Exhibit sponsored in
part by a Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Legacy Grant and the
Shakopee Rotary Club.
Jackie Schwartz retired in January after serving Scott County veterans for
the last 37 years.

Recycle old phone books
when new ones arrive
Soon, various telephone companies
will be delivering new phone books
to our homes. Sometimes, it seems as
though we get more phone books than
we know what to do with. When the
new phone books begin to arrive in
our homes, we often wonder what we
should do with our old ones.

Most local garbage haulers will accept your old phone books when placed
with your curbside recycling. In addition to these curbside options, you
can also bring your old phone books
to Buckingham’s Recycling Center in
Prior Lake.
Due to your efforts, large volumes
of old phone books are recycled in the
Twin Cities each year. For example,
Qwest-Dex alone has been able to recycle over 180,000 tons of outdated phone
books since 1991. These phone books,
if not recycled, would have stretched

Ladies Nite In: Wine, Chocolate and
Fashion! Thursday, February 16, 6:30
– 8 p.m. Join special guest fashion
designer and
former Project
Runway
contestant
Christopher
Straub for
wine, chocolate,
and an informal
chat about
underwear!
Check out
Christopher Straub, our exhibit
Under Where?
fashion designer

All Things Minnesota Book Club –
Meets at 6:30
p.m., the third
Thursday of
each month at
SCHS.
Scott County
Crazy Quilters
meet the fourth
Thursday of
each month at
6:30 p.m. All
types of handcrafters -- from beginners
to masters -- are welcome!
Check us out on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and follow us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events.
Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. Scott County Historical
Society, 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee,
55379.

The new maps are here!
over 16,440 miles if laid end-to-end,
and that’s enough to reach across the
continental United States almost six
times. Thanks for recycling your old
phone books!
Visit www.yellowpagesoptout.com/
for more information on recycling
phone books, or if you would like to
reduce the number of new phone books
delivered to your home.

The much-anticipated 2012 Scott County
Highway Maps are now available -- and you can
pick one up at the Scott County Government
Center in Shakopee or at the Highway Facility near
Jordan. The first copy is free; additional copies are
$1 each. Don’t want to drive? Just call (952) 4968346, and they will happily mail you a map.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Sylvia Johnson Ryan: World War II Bride
Sylvia Johnson Ryan was interviewed by Tom
Melchior as part of Scott County Historical Socieity’s Greatest Generation Oral History Project.
Sylvia lived in the outskirts of London, England.
[Correction: The photo in Part 1 was the wedding
photo of Sylvia Johnson and Ron Johnson.]

here, I heard them refer to me as being far more advanced at 22 than the average American 22-year-old. I
had witnessed a lot. I was a lot more serious.
I think we valued things more because we had gone
without. At picnics when I first came here, I could see
Grandma at the end of the day taking the glasses of
milk. You would throw them on the grass when you
Part 2
were all done or maybe half an apple would be thrown
A Very Close Call
away. That bothered me. It really did, because it was
I was about 17. My friend and I wanted to go to a so close to knowing what my mom was still going
movie. We listened to our dads and moms then, we through. In the ’50s, she was going short of food. So it
really did. Dad said, “You can go to a movie.” We made me appreciate things a lot more than the average
went to the Alcazar Theatre. We watched the movie, American did.
and then Dorothy went in one direction and I went in
To this day, I have my brother on a pedestal. I love
the other direction. As we left, the air raids siren went him dearly. He’s six years younger and he is the kindand the bombs started falling. The shrapnel—that’s est man. He’s an artist. In my mind, there is no one as
our own anti-aircraft guns—we would get shrapnel fine as him. He’ll say, “I will be always indebted to
like rain. It was foolish to be out without a tin hat. you for you mothering me.” I was just 14, 15. I had to
I ran home. It was maybe a half-hour journey away take care of him. Maybe it was just a matter of months,
from home. As I got to our street, word had it that I but he remembers that.
was out and all the adults were saying, “She’s home.
He remembers how I had pneumonia in the war. At
She’s home.” The news got to Mum and Dad before I that time, you stayed in bed. You didn’t have all these
did. Everybody was so thrilled to see me home. The drugs like penicillin. I think I was in bed 12 weeks. I
Alcazar was demolished. My friend made it home, too. had to stay in the house. They couldn’t take me in the
That was a scary night.
dugout. So Mum and Dad would take turns. They’d
be in the dugout with my brother and sister and then
Dad would stay with me and later Mum would stay
with me. That’s hard to believe, knowing that half
your family is down at the other end of the yard. I was
oblivious to the raids, but the raids were still going
on. We were the only ones in the family that didn’t
lose their home. One time, we had Grandma and my
dad’s sister and brother come and stay with us until the
government found them another home, because their
home was totally demolished. The V-2 bombing was
night upon night, night upon night. They didn’t hit us,
but you were on edge. You suffered there wondering if
it was going to happen all the time.
I never finished school. I’m a dropout. I came back
to
London.
I did go back to class, but it was such a
Minutes after Sylvia Johnson Ryan and her
miniature
school.
They hadn’t the teachers. It was just
friend left the Alcazar Theatre in England, it was
a
skeleton
school
and I never finished. I think I went
demolished in an air raid during WWII.
until maybe 15 and then I quit. A lot of us were doing
that at the time. I’m not proud of it, but I am a dropout.
The Tube
Everybody knows about “the Tube” or the subway
Meeting the Yank
when they go to London. Those Tubes were built unThe Americans came, and that’s when I met Ron. I
der London and provided what the Londoners thought
was
19. The bombing had been severe. My friends had
would be safety. They would have escalators down to
gone
to my dad and said, “We’re going to get away.
these subways. They would go down right after their
We
tried
to talk Sylvia into going.” I didn’t want to
evening meal and reserve a place on the station. Trains
go
and
leave
Mum and Dad, but Dad said, “Take her
would still be running. The people wouldn’t be in bedbike!
She’ll
have
to go with…” because we went evclothes, but they had bedding and they would get their
erywhere
on
the
bike.
So, they took the bike and with
little kids all settled in these subways. Sadly, a lot of
their
luggage
put
it
on
the train, so I went.
these entryways to the subways were bombed and there
We
arrived
at
the
little
town of Sudbury, which is
were numerous deaths with that. There was no escape.
60
to
65
miles
north
of
London.
They weren’t bombed
That was sad. A lot of the stations were demolished.
to the extent Londoners were. As I got off the train,
I saw this American pushing a little baby in a buggy
“It’s for the War effort.”
Before the war, my dad was a piano maker. When with the lady that was meeting us. We were going to
the war broke out, the government took over every- stay at Dolly Mulley’s. There were four of us and we
thing. They commandeered his factory. They were introduced ourselves. Ron said, “I’m Lieutenant Rontaught how to make “bomb bay” doors for the Hali- ald Johnson.” I said, “The sooner I change my name,
fax English Bomber. When we’d get the raids, my dad the better.” I was a Johnson, and my brother was Ron.
would have to stay at work to protect the factories be- Don’t get me wrong, but Americans, Australians, New
cause of the firebombs, not only the regular bombs; Zealanders—any of the soldiers that were living it up
but the firebombs that did so much damage. Mum and when they came to London—it was their last hoorah
us kids would be home those nights when Dad and before they went overseas, and they weren’t the best
everybody who worked in London had to take their behaved. My Dad said to me, “Don’t bring one of
those home here.” When I met Ron (Ron told me afturn on fire watch.
When I married Ron, I was working at the fac- terwards), he said, “When you made that comment, I
tory in the Wages Department. I thought I was com- thought to myself, ‘I’m gonna marry that girl!’”
We were there a week. We spent time together, and
ing home with Ron at the time. That’s another story,
he
came
to the train to see us off. He said, “May I call
but I wasn’t able to come. So the government notified
you
at
home?”
and I said, “What do you mean call us?
me that I should find work immediately. Everybody
We
don’t
have
telephones!” He said, “Can I call you
had to register for employment. I was only 20, but I
at
work?”
I
said,
“Do you think I have the privilege
had to find my job while Ron was back home in the
to
talk
on
the
phone?
We are not allowed to use the
States. My aunts were in their 40s and 50s. They were
phones
at
work!”
He
said,
“Well, could I come and
sent to factories in the north of England because they
see
you
at
home?”
I
thought,
well, if he could find his
were needed more. At the time the slogan was “It’s for
way
through
all
of
London
and
get to the outskirt—
the war effort!” Everything was for the war effort. We
that
would
be
a
train,
a
bus,
another
train, another bus
had wrought-iron railings that were taken to be melted
and
another
bus
—if
he
could
find
his
way, good luck!
down for the war effort.
I
opened
the
door
one
day
and
there
he was. I could
Loss of Innocence
not
believe
it.
The war robbed me of my childhood. When I came
I wrote to his mum and dad that he was a very
back after being evacuated, I was soon in the working
“homely”
man, which meant to us English that he was
forces. I was only 15 or 16 when I went to work. Then
a
home-loving
person. Can you imagine the reaction of
coming over to the United States made me—oh, how
his
folks
to
hear
that their son was homely? He didn’t
can I put it—very conscious of what others think. Over

Ron Johnson and his WWII flight crew.
want to go out much. He just wanted to be at home
and visit. We’d go to a movie because they had gradually come back. At first there were no films, but gradually we did get a movie. Once in a while we’d go out
walking.
The Germans were using buzz bombs and you
would hear them coming. When they ran out of gas,
they dropped. Ron and I were out this one afternoon
and we could see the bomb going over. He threw me
against a wall. I was so angry. I had purchased a new
coat, which meant everybody’s coupons. I was going
to use that coat to come to the States. He thought the
bomb was going to drop. I said, “Ron, it’s going miles
over. It isn’t going to touch us!” But he hadn’t experienced that, not yet.
Marriage Plans
When I first met Ron, Mum and Dad liked him very,
very much. My Dad said to me, “What would you do
if Johnny asked you?” We used to call him Johnny because with my brother Ron and Ron in the same house,
we called him Johnny. Dad said, “What would you do
if Johnny asked you to marry him?” I said, “Don’t be
foolish. He’s found a home away from home and he’s
looking forward to going back to his own friends. No
Dad, there’s no way—I’m fond of him, but I wouldn’t
marry him.”
I used to call him. We didn’t have private telephones, but we had the telephone booths, red little cubicles at the end of a street and not very far from home.
Sometimes I had to stand in line because they were in
demand. I would call the base and the officers knew
he was seeing me so they would get him. One time
I called and he wasn’t around. We could always tell
when the planes were bombing because the Americans
would have a direct line over us. We could hear them
going out. I called the air base and he hadn’t reported.
They said, “We have word of him, but he wasn’t able
to reach base; he has landed on the edge of England.”
I have pictures of the plane with the nose shot off.
The plane in front of him was shot down and the debris
from that damaged his plane hit him. There was all that
flak. When they landed, most of the young men in the
plane had frostbite. Ron had the electric gloves. The
pilot’s gloves had flown out. He couldn’t fly because
his hands were frozen. Ron was the co-pilot and he
brought that plane back. When he got up, there was a
big piece of shrapnel under his seat. We were very fortunate that he made it. That convinced me he was the
one, and after that we started making plans. I married
him in May of 1944.
(To be continued)

Planning your
financial future

In these tough economic times, it’s important to plan for your future. Make time to join
the Scott County Historical Society on March
15th (6:30 - 8:00 pm.) for a presentation to help
guide you as you map your financial future.
Come with questions ready for this free event.
The presentation will be held at the Scott County
Historical Society, 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee.
Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org for more information.
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Winter is perfect time to prune trees
When should you prune your trees? That question has stumped many of us for years. By learning
how, when, and why to prune, you will enjoy strong,
healthy, attractive plants for years to come.

Why prune?
We prune ornamental and shade trees for safety,
health, and aesthetic reasons. Pruning also stimulates
fruit production and increases the value of timber.
Producing a strong structure should be the emphasis
when pruning young trees. As trees mature, the aim of
pruning will shift to maintaining tree structure, form,
health, and appearance. Proper pruning cuts are made
at a node (the point at which one branch or twig attaches to another). In the spring of the year, growth begins
at buds and twigs grow until a new node is formed.
When should you prune?
Conifers: Prune any time of year. Pruning during

the dormant season may minimize sap and resin flow
from cut branches.
Hardwood trees and shrubs without showy flowers: Prune in the dormant season to easily visualize
the structure of the tree, to maximize wound closure in
the growing season after pruning, to reduce the chance
of transmitting disease, and to discourage excessive
sap flow from wounds. Recent wounds and the chemical scents they emit can actually attract insects that
spread tree disease. In particular, wounded elm wood
is known to attract bark beetles that harbor spores of
the Dutch Elm disease fungus, and open wounds on
oaks are known to attract beetles that spread the oak
wilt fungus. Take care to prune these trees during the
correct time of year to prevent spread of these fatal
diseases. Usually, the best time is during the late fall
and winter.
Flowering trees and shrubs: Prune during the
dormant season for the same reasons stated above;

Winter is a great time to prune many trees and
shrubs. Pruning cuts should be made so that only
branch tissue is removed and stem tissue is not
damaged. When pruning small branches with hand
pruners, make sure the tools are sharp enough to
cut the branches cleanly without tearing.

however, to preserve the current year’s flower crop,
prune according to the following schedule:
Trees and shrubs that flower in early spring
(redbud, dogwood, et cetera) should be pruned immediately after flowering (flower buds arise the year
before they flush and will form on the new growth).
Many flowering trees are susceptible to fireblight, a
bacterial disease that can be spread by pruning. These
trees -- including varieties of crabapple, hawthorn,
pear, mountain ash, flowering quince, and pyracantha
-- should be pruned during the dormant season. Check
with a horticulturist for additional information.
Trees and shrubs that flower in the summer
or fall always should be pruned during the dormant
season (flower buds will form on new twigs during
the next growing season, and the flowers will flush
normally).
Dead branches: Remove at any time of the year.
Where should you make pruning cuts?
Pruning cuts should be made so that only branch tissue is removed and stem tissue is not damaged. At the
point where the branch attaches to the stem, branch
and stem tissues remain separate, but are contiguous.
If only branch tissues are cut when pruning, the stem
tissues of the tree will probably not decay, and the
wound will seal more effectively.
When pruning small branches with hand pruners, make sure the tools are sharp enough to cut the
branches cleanly without tearing. Branches large
enough to require saws should be supported with one
hand while the cuts are made. Prune dead branches in
much the same way as live branches.
Overall pruning guidelines:
To encourage the development of a strong, healthy
tree, consider the following guidelines when pruning:
Prune first for safety, next for health, and finally for
aesthetics.
Never prune trees that are touching or near utility lines; instead, consult your local utility company.
Avoid pruning trees when you might increase susceptibility to important pests (i.e., in areas where oak
wilt exists, avoid pruning oaks in the spring and early
summer; prune trees susceptible to fire blight only
during the dormant season).
Use the following decision guide for size of
branches to be removed:
• Under five centimeters in diameter, go ahead.
• Between five and 10 centimeters in diameter,
think twice.
• Greater than 10 centimeters, have a good
reason.
If you doubt your ability to safely prune large trees,
consider hiring a professional arborist. Contact your
local tree disease specialist to find out how and when
to prune tree species in your specific area. A comprehensive information sheet on pruning techniques is
available through the USDA Forest Service at na.fs.
fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_prune/htprune.pdf.

