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The mission of Scott County is to deliver quality public services
to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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Residents asked to help develop vision for County
This spring, Scott County is asking residents
to share their vision of the County’s future in a
series of public workshops, which are part of
the County’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update
process. Residents are encouraged to attend one
of the following workshop sessions to participate in decisions related to future land use, transportation, natural resources, parks, and community planning:
Date/Time: Thursday, March 30,
7-9:30 p.m.
Location: Belle Plaine Junior High
Performing Arts Center,
130 South Willow St.
Date/Time: Thursday, April 6,
7-9:30 p.m.
Location: Shakopee H.S. Auditorium,
200 East Tenth Ave.
Date/Time: Thursday, April 13
7-9:30 p.m.
Location: Prior Lake H.S. Auditorium,
7575 150th St., Savage
Date/Time: Thursday, April 20
7-9:30 a.m.
Location: New Prague H.S. Auditorium,
221 12th Street NE
VISIONING PROCESS to Page 3

Needed: 60,000 pounds of food
To continue to meet the needs of Scott and Carver
County residents, the CAP Agency is again participating in the March Minnesota FoodShare Campaign.
“For the 2006 campaign, we are setting a 60,000
pound and $50,000 goal,” said Joan Lynch, Development Director for the CAP Agency. “Last year, the
CAP Agency Food Shelf served 12,000 individuals and
families,” she added. “Participants are able to select a
five-day supply of groceries that meet their nutritional
needs and preferences.”
The Minnesota FoodShare Campaign, a program
of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, originated in 1983 to help local food shelves meet their
ever increasing needs. This year’s statewide goal is 8.5
million pounds and dollars combined.
“The rising cost of living has put many families in
difficult circumstances,” said Lynch. “More than 61
percent of households receiving food from the CAP
Agency have at least one person employed.”
Hundreds of schools, faith communities, Scout
troops, businesses, community organizations, and individuals host Minnesota FoodShare collections of

food and money during the month of March in support of the CAP Agency Food Shelf.
The Scott County Employees Association has participated in several Minnesota FoodShare collections
for the CAP Agency. “We feel it is important to support the Food Shelf, as a community of Scott County
employees, and as a means of helping families throughout Scott County who are in need,” said Jenn BeuchBohlsen, co-president of the Scott County Employees
Association. “Last year, we collected over $13,000 in
addition to a lot of food,” Beuch-Bohlsen said. “We
will definitely participate in this year’s food drive.”
If you are interested in hosting a Minnesota
FoodShare drive for the CAP Agency, please contact
Joan Lynch at (952) 402-9854.
Monetary donations to the food shelf can be made
out to the CAP Agency Food Shelf and sent to the CAP
Agency, 712 Canterbury Road South, Shakopee, MN
55379. Food donations can be delivered to the CAP
Agency Monday through Friday, between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m.
MARCH FOODSHARE to Page 3

Seeking future leaders

Spring is on its way!

Improving roads

Youth are offered a day-long inside
look into Scott County government
during Future Leaders Day.
Page 3

Master Gardeners plan
spring series, Garden
Fever 2006!
Page 5

Which local roads will be upgraded?
Scott County develops its 2006-2012
Transportation Improvement Plan.
Page 8
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Commissioners’ Corner

Top of the SCENE
By Dave Unmacht
Scott County Administrator

My hope for the New Year
By the time you read this, countless New Year’s resolutions have been made…
and broken. While the basic premise of resolving to take some form of “new”
action in the beginning of the year remains legitimate, the whole “New Year’s
resolution” concept has long lost its luster due to our human nature to falter in our
perseverance. Like so many things, it’s just too convenient and easy to say, “Well,
I tried. Maybe next year.”
With that introduction, I dare not proffer any resolutions for myself — at least
not publicly — or for the County. Yet there is no question that there are several
topics in 2006 that are significant and will likely serve to dominate our agenda.
Recent community conversation in the coffee shops as well as the media suggest that the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community’s (SMSC) current land
trust application (originally submitted in 2000, and recently reactivated by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs [BIA]) is on people’s minds. There is no question that this
topic is both complex and difficult to fully understand. There are many diverse
viewpoints and opinions on this highly charged subject, and disagreements exist
today between our local governments. The County’s position has remained firm
and consistent for over five years: We have resolved to work out a mutually acceptable agreement with the SMSC. My hope for 2006 is that all of the governments involved agree to come to the table and talk openly and candidly with us for
the purposes of finding common ground that is acceptable to all of our citizens.
While the ultimate decisionmaking authority rests with the BIA, I think we can do
better for everyone if we bring the resolution of this issue back to the local level,
and with the support of the SMSC Business Council, it can be done..
Clearly, the County’s population continues to grow as more and more people
come to realize the strength of our local character, the quality of our education and
public services, and the myriad of housing and recreational opportunities we have
to offer in Scott County. In local government, there is a need to pause and reflect
on what we have done… and use that time to begin to plan ahead for the long term
future. For us, that time is now. We are embarking on a very public 2030 Long
Range Planning process that will involve many opportunities for citizens to weigh
in on the future of our community. My hope for 2006 is that you take advantage of
these opportunities and get involved in helping us determine just what this place
called Scott County is going to look like in 2030. Planning is often referred to as
“painting a picture” -- please help us to put color to the canvas. Watch for more
information on this topic in the near future.
By all accounts, 2005 was a year in which Scott County focused on public
safety. Many tangible improvements took place (e.g., the new Jail and Law Enforcement Center) and others remain in the planning stages (e.g., 800 MHz radio
system). One very prominent project is the SCALE-sponsored initiative of a Joint
Regional Public Safety Training Facility. Planned for a refurbished (now closed)
Jail Annex in Sand Creek Township, this project is subject to funding from the
federal, state, and local governments, as well as the ultimate users. We have wonderful support from our legislative delegation, and we will continue to partner
with them to move this project forward in the session that begins in March. My
hope for 2006 is that, for the first time in recent memory, Scott County will be the
beneficiary of state bonding money so that we can move ahead in our planning,
design, and financing of this regionally important facility.
Finally, and only because I am out of space, my thoughts turn to a significantly
less tangible hope for 2006. Scott County officials greatly appreciate the trust and
support the citizens have given us in our budgets and levies over the past years.
We work hard to fulfill the maxim of maintaining reliable and consistent property
tax levels. We know that citizens understand gradual increases, as long as they see
a rational connection to what is driving the increase. Yet, it is hard to argue that the
trend everywhere — not just in Scott County – is to criticize all local governments
that find a need to raise property taxes. This is what I refer to as the “supply side”
argument: Less is better and lower is more popular. Yet in a growing and dynamic
county, the demand for public services rises dramatically. Certainly, we cannot
fulfill all the demands with our limited supply, but my hope for 2006 is that our
community values and appreciates that we are doing our very best to balance our
need for services with our taxpayer’s desires for lower property taxes.
Hopes, aspirations, dreams……they keep us going, especially in difficult and
challenging times. I have many hopes, both personal and professional. I’ve always maintained some level of optimism and idealism — I do believe in the future
and what we can accomplish, together. So, what do you hope for 2006?

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public
with information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to
contact Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs
Coordinator, at 952-496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if
you have questions you would like answered or a
suggestion for a future topic. All questions will be promptly
answered.

February 14
February 21
February 28

Scott County Board Meetings Through April 2006
—
County Board meeting
—
(no meeting; County Board satellite visit)
—
County Board meeting

March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting/WMO meeting
County Board meeting
(no meeting)
County Board meeting

April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting/WMO meeting
County Board meeting
(no meeting)
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except where indicated above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. Additionally, Board
agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the
County’s website at www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Recording Secretary Tracy
Cervenka at (952) 496-8164.
Citizen Advisory Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Tracy Cervenka at tcervenka@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8164.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
is a vacancy in Commissioner District 2. Members serve two year terms, and are
eligible to serve up to three terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation
of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the
County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest group and
community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7 p.m.
Community Health Advisory Committee (1 vacancy). This is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. The Committee helps with planning and community integration of public health services and make policy and
budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets
four times per year.
New Options Advisory Committee (2 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are two vacancies on this Committee representing the business community and parents of clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee
provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served by
the program, the employers, applicable professions, and the community at large.
The Committee meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
Commissioner Districts:
District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County. (Represented by Commissioner Joe
Wagner.)
District 2 – Spring
Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market
Townships; and the cities
of Elko, New Market, and
precinct 6 in the City of
Savage. (Represented by
Commissioner
Bob
Vogel.)
District 3 – The City
of Shakopee precincts 16, 8, and 10. (Represented
by Commissioner Jerry
Hennen.)
District 4 – The City
of Prior Lake, and precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12 in
the City of Shakopee.
(Represented by Commissioner Barbara Marschall.)
District 5 – The City In keeping with the County’s tradition of rotating
of Savage, except precinct the position of the Board Chair each year, 2005
6. (Represented by Com- Chair Bob Vogel officially “turned over” the gavel
to 2006 Chair Jon Ulrich. Commissioner Barbara
missioner Jon Ulrich.)

New year, new Chair

Marschall will serve as this year’s Vice Chair.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Do you know a future leader of Scott County?
Day-long program gives students an inside look at county government
For the fifth consecutive year, Scott
County is thrilled to be presenting Future Leaders of Scott County Day on
Friday, April 7th — open to all Scott
County 7th – 9th grade students who are
studying civics and government.
What is it?
The Future Leaders Day is designed
to educate young people about what
Scott County government does, what
kinds of public service career options are
available, and how they can get – and
stay! – involved in their larger community. This all-day event allows students
studying civics and government to build
on what they’ve learned in the classroom
by gaining a unique, hands-on perspective of local government.
What do Future Leaders
participants do?
Even though the Future Leaders
Day is an all-day event, not one moment
is wasted! All participants have an opportunity to tour the new Scott County
Jail and Law Enforcement Center and
spend one-on-one time with individually
matched mentors who work for Scott
County. A pizza lunch (sponsored by
the local VFWs and American Legions)
is served to all participants. Budding
lawyers, judges, court reporters, and
bailiffs may participate in a mock trial,
while other students with political aspirations may participate in a mock County
Board meeting. And those students who
are interested in learning more about the
variety of services offered by Scott
County may participate in a scavenger
hunt.

What have other Future Leaders
participants said about the event?
Boring? Not a chance! Here are
just a few comments from recent Future
Leaders:
“It was great. I learned that there
are many different kinds of jobs at Scott
County.”
“It was exciting!”
“The whole day flew by!”
“I had a great day! I wouldn’t
change a thing.”
How can your “Future Leader”
apply to participate?
In January, Scott County staff began visiting local 7th, 8th, and 9th grade
classes to introduce the topic of county
government and invite interested students to apply for selection in the Day’s
events. (Interested students are asked
to complete an event application, which
has been designed to identify their areas
of interest so that their mentors can be
matched as closely as possible.) But if
you are an interested student — or the
parent of an interested student - who
does not attend a traditional school in
Scott County, please contact either Jane
Hansen (952-496-8186) or Jane Wiley
(952-496-8169) for an application or
more information.
Due to space constraints, participation in the Future Leaders of Scott
County Day is limited to a maximum of
100 students, so apply early! The deadline for applying is Friday, March 3.

Deputy Sarah Gorman and “Future Leader” Katie Mueller keep a close watch
on the mock trial activities.

Community Development Director Michael Sobota and Kelly Pflaum spent
time discussing future plans for Scott County.

New Options clients learn skills, earn Visioning process
money while serving area businesses
From Page 1

If you have ever visited Scott County New Options, the day training and habilitation program for
people with developmental disabilities or related conditions, you may have heard the term “gasket.” Most
people say, “What in the world is a gasket?” Well, ask
any client at New Options and they will tell you it’s
one of the jobs they do on site.
There are several types of gaskets that the clients
at New Options work on from a company called
Belcorp Die Cutting and Converting, based out of
Burnsville. “When the clients see boxes come in from
Belcorp, they run to them and ask which gasket it is. I
would say the Belcorp gaskets are their favorite type
of work,” says Connie Straub, a vocational assistant at
New Options.
Belcorp Die Cutting and Converting subcontracts
with New Options and has been doing so for over four
years. Belcorp has the capabilities and expertise to
serve all die cutting needs from slitting to laminating
and die cutting to assembly. They are proud to be a
certified vendor with many customers and have the
highest quality of work in the business.
The professional, helpful staff at Belcorp are a joy
to work with, and New Options values the work they
do for them, according to Straub. Paul Lundgren of
Belcorp stated, “The work the clients do saves us
money because it would cost the company more to
have their staff do that work. It not only saves us
money, it saves us space. It takes up floor space for
our staff to do the work [New Options’] clients can

March FoodShare

Joni Bahe is one of many New Options clients who
enjoy working on “gaskets” for Belcorp Die
Curring and Converting.

do, and the clients can pick the work much quicker,
which saves us production time.”
Belcorp is just one of the companies working with
New Options. The clients also work on mailings, assembly, sorting, shredding, and cleaning. For more
information on how Scott County New Options can
benefit your company, e-mail abrown@co.scott.mn.us
or contact Ali Brown or Jean White by phone at (952)
403-7979.

From Page 1

The CAP Agency is a private non-profit organization serving children, families, and senior citizens in
Scott, Carver, and Dakota counties. To promote and
sustain social and economic self-reliance for residents
in the three counties, the CAP Agency offers more than
20 programs addressing needs in the areas of early

childhood and nutrition education, food and clothing
assistance, transitional housing, childcare referral,
crisis nursery, energy assistance, congregate dining
and home-delivered meals, emergency services, and
CHORE services for seniors. For more information
call (952) 496-2125 or visit www.capagency.org.

The County has organized the visioning process
into four geographic areas to promote better discussions. These areas include the County’s eight cities;
places experiencing urban edge growth; places that are
predominately agricultural; and places that are primarily rural residential. (A map of these discussion areas
can be found on the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us. Simply click on the “2030 Comp
Plan Update” under the “Quick Links” section.
“Visioning” has become a common element to
local planning processes across the state and nation.
A “vision” is a big picture description of a community’s
desired future, communicating a community’s shared
values and aspirations through words or pictures. This
is the first time the entire County has undertaken such
a process.
Led by an experienced facilitator, the format of
the four workshops will be the same across the County,
with opportunities for discussion and recommendations. Over the summer, the County plans to conduct a
public event to publicize the results of the visioning
process and offer alternate visions for Scott County’s
future. Residents will have a chance to evaluate these
options at this event and provide important feedback
and reaction.
Before attending one of these workshops, residents
are encouraged to review demographic information and
issues that have already been identified by local government officials and the countywide public opinion
survey. Projections indicate that major changes are
expected to occur in Scott County over the next 25
years. This information can be reviewed by logging
onto the County’s Comprehensive Planning webpage:
just click on the “2030 Comp Plan Update” under the
“Quick Links” section.
For future opportunities to provide input on the
Plan Update, please contact Gary Berg, Planning Manager, at (952) 496-8651.
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Avian flu spreads to humans through birds
In the past century, humankind has
experienced at least three different influenza pandemics. In 1918, the Spanish Flu or the Great Influenza Outbreak
killed between 40-50 million people
worldwide; smaller outbreaks occurred
as recently as 1957 and 1968. At some
point in our nation’s future, another virus will likely emerge with the potential
to cause a global disease outbreak. History teaches us that everything we do
today to prepare for tomorrow will have
lasting benefits for our future.
Recently, we have heard a lot about
the “bird flu” in the news. Terms like
“avian flu,” “pandemic flu,” and “seasonal flu” are often repeated. But what
do those terms really mean? What is
the difference between avian and pandemic flu?
Avian influenza is an infection
caused by avian (bird) influenza (flu)
viruses. These influenza viruses occur
naturally among birds, who carry the viruses in their intestines but rarely get sick
from them. However, avian influenza is
very contagious among birds -- it can
make some chickens, ducks, and turkeys
very sick and even kill them. Infected
birds shed influenza virus in their saliva,
nasal secretions, and feces. The virus
can then infect other wild or domesticated birds that happen to come in contact with contaminated food, water, dirt,
cages, etc.
Birds infected with avian influenza
viruses might have the “low pathogenic”
form (which may go undetected and usually causes only mild symptoms, such
as ruffled feathers and a drop in egg production) or the “highly pathogenic” form
(which can spread rapidly through flocks
and has a mortality rate that can reach
90-100 percent often within 48 hours).

Usually, “avian influenza virus” refers to influenza A viruses that are found
only in birds. The risk from avian influenza is low for most people, because
the viruses don’t usually infect humans.
However, more than 140 human cases
have been reported by the World Health
Organization since January 2004. Most
of these cases have resulted from personal contact with infected poultry (such
as domesticated chickens, ducks, and
turkeys) or surfaces contaminated with
secretions or excretions from infected
birds. While a few human-to-human
cases have also been found, that route
of transmission has not yet been observed to continue beyond one person.
There are only three known subtypes
of influenza currently circulating among
humans. It is likely that some genetic
parts of the current human influenza viruses originally came from birds.
Symptoms of avian influenza in
humans have ranged from typical human
influenza-like symptoms (e.g., fever,
cough, sore throat, and muscle aches) to
eye infections, pneumonia, severe respiratory diseases (such as acute respiratory distress), and other more severe and
life-threatening complications. The
symptoms of avian influenza will usually depend on which virus has caused
the infection. Studies done in laboratories suggest that the prescription medicines approved in the United States for
human influenza viruses should work in
treating avian influenza infection in humans. However, influenza viruses can
become resistant to these drugs, so these
medications may not always work. Additional studies are needed to demonstrate the effectiveness of these medicines.
An influenza pandemic is a global
outbreak of disease that occurs when a

tion (WHO) have large surveillance programs to monitor and detect influenza
activity around the world, including the
emergence of possible pandemic strains
of influenza virus.

new influenza A virus appears within the
human population, causes serious illness, and then spreads easily from person to person worldwide. Pandemics are
different from seasonal outbreaks of influenza, which are often called epidemics. (Seasonal outbreaks are caused by
subtypes of influenza viruses that already circulate among people; whereas
pandemic outbreaks are caused by new
subtypes, by subtypes that have never
circulated among people, or by subtypes
that have not circulated among people
for a long time.) Past influenza
pandemics have led to high levels of illness, death, social disruption, and large
scale economic loss.
There are many different subtypes
of influenza or flu viruses. The appearance of a new influenza A virus subtype
is the first step toward a pandemic.
However, in order to cause a pandemic,
the new virus subtype also must have the
capacity to spread easily from person to
person. Once a new pandemic influenza
virus emerges and spreads, it usually
becomes established among people and
circulates for many years as seasonal
epidemics of influenza. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the World Health Organiza-

Influenza Pandemics during the
20th Century
During the 20th century, the emergence of several new influenza A virus
subtypes caused three pandemics, all of
which spread around the world within a
year of being detected:
 1918-19: “Spanish Flu,” [A
(H1N1)], caused the highest number of
known influenza deaths. (However, the
actual influenza virus subtype was not
detected in the 1918-19 pandemic).
More than 500,000 people died in the
United States alone, and up to 50 million people may have died worldwide.
Many people died within the first few
days after infection, and others died of
secondary complications. Nearly half of
those who died were young, healthy
adults. Influenza A (H1N1) viruses still
circulate today after being introduced
again into the human population in 1977.
 1957-58: “Asian Flu,” [A
(H2N2)], caused about 70,000 deaths in
the United States. First identified in
China in late February 1957, the Asian
flu spread to the United States by June
1957.
 1968-69: “Hong Kong Flu,” [A
(H3N2)], caused about 34,000 deaths in
the United States. This virus was first
detected in Hong Kong in early 1968 and
spread to the United States later that year.
Influenza A (H3N2) viruses still circulate today.
Both the 1957-58 and 1968-69
pandemics were caused by viruses containing a combination of genes from a
human influenza virus and an avian influenza virus, while the 1918-19 pandemic virus appears to have been entirely
avian in origin.

Wash hands to prevent spread of germs, illnesses
What if there was a magic trick that can help keep
you from getting sick this winter? And what if this
trick would only take 10-15 seconds of your time?
Would you be willing to give up 15 seconds of your
time to stay healthy over the cold and flu season this
winter? It’s no trick: All you have to do is wash your
hands! By frequently washing your hands, you can
wash away germs that you have picked up from other
people, from contaminated surfaces, or from animals
and animal waste.
What happens if you do not wash your hands
frequently?
Throughout the day, germs are picked up from a
variety of other sourcest. By not washing your hands,
you can easily infect yourself whenever you:
Touch your eyes,
Touch your nose, or
Touch your mouth.
One of the most-common ways people catch colds
is by rubbing their nose or their eyes after their hands
have been contaminated with a cold virus. You can
also spread germs directly to others or onto surfaces
that other people touch. Then, before you know it, everyone around you is getting sick.
In addition to colds, some pretty serious diseases
(like hepatitis A, meningitis, or infectious diarrhea) can
easily be prevented by people simply washing their
hands.
When should you wash your hands?
You should wash your hands often, probably more
often than you do now. Since you can’t smell germs
or see them with the naked eye, it is impossible to know
when you have germs on your hands.
It is especially important to wash your hands:
Before, during, and after you prepare food
(your hands can carry germs from uncooked meat, for

•
•
•

•

example, and contaminate the meat after it has been
cooked),
Before you eat, and after you use the bathroom,
After changing a diaper, or touching human
waste,
After handling animals or animal waste,
Whenever your hands are dirty, and
More frequently when someone in your home
or office is sick.

•
•
•
•
•

What is the correct way to wash your hands?
First, wet your hands and apply liquid soap or
use a clean bar of soap. Place the bar of soap on a rack
and allow it to drain.
Next, rub your hands vigorously together and
scrub all surfaces.
Continue for ten to 15 seconds (or about the
length of a time it takes you to recite the alphabet in
your mind). After all, it is the soap lather combined
with the scrubbing and rinsing action that helps to dislodge and remove the germs from your hands.
Finally, rinse your hands well and then dry
them with a clean or disposable towel.
It is estimated that one out of three people do not
wash their hands after using the restroom. That means
that their germs are now on the door knob that you are
touching! So these hand-washing tips are very important, whether you are in your home or out in the public.
Finally, remember that washing your hands on a
regular basis can also save you a lot of money, by reducing both missed work and medical bills. In other
words, because it takes less than 15 seconds and costs
less than a penny to wash your hands, you could say
that washing your hands is time and money well spent!

•
•
•
•

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Spring’s just around the corner
Master Gardeners’ spring
Garden Fever is coming!
series begins March 28
The Master Gardeners of Scott and
Carver Counties will offer a series of
informational programs beginning
March 28, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. The spring
series includes:
March 28 ~ Garden Aforethought -- The most beautiful gardens
are intentionally designed. Luckily,
Master Gardener Mary Williamson has
already done a lot of the hard work for
you. Before planning your next garden,
check out these potential garden styles,
themes, and color schemes.
April 11 ~ Gardener’s Gold -Savvy gardeners know that all soil types
benefit from the incorporation of compost. Learn the basics of soil composition and how to turn your kitchen and
yard waste into gardener’s gold.
April 25 ~ Made in the Shade
-- Shade can be a blessing or a curse.
As your landscape ages, shade becomes
an important factor in your garden.
Master Gardener Barb Botten will teach
you about the different degrees of shade
and which plants will thrive in your yard.
May 9 ~ Summer Stars -- For
summer-long drama, annuals cannot be
beat. Considering the astounding variety of annuals available, there is no need
to settle for the commonplace. Let our
master gardeners help you choose the
most reliable, easy-care selections for
every situation.
May 23 ~ Avant Gardening -Perennials are the workhorses of the
garden, providing interest year after year.
That is all the more reason to go beyond
the same old hosta and iris. This class
will be a virtual tour of some less common, but no less beautiful, plants for sun

On Saturday, March 18, 2006, the
Scott/Carver Master Gardeners will
host a full-day seminar in Chaska.
Garden Fever 2006 centers around the
theme for the day: “What’s New in
the Gardening World?” The day includes commercial exhibits, door
prizes, a continental breakfast, lunch,
silent auction, and Master Gardener
educational displays.

•

•

•

•

•

and shade.
June 6 ~ Faeries Wanted:
Pocket and Miniature Gardening -This class will explore various types of
small-scale gardens. Whether you want
to entice a faerie guardian or simply garden in a small space, you won’t want to
miss this class.

•

The fall series is scheduled as follows… be sure to watch for more information:
August 29 – From Vine to Wine
September 12 – Spring’s Just
Around the Corner
September 26 – Baking Artisan
Breads
October 3 – Fall Back/Spring
Forward
November 7 – Creating Custom
Holiday Wreaths

•
•
•
•
•

All classes are on Tuesdays at 6:30
p.m., held at the Carver County Government Center in Chaska, taught by
Master Gardeners, and cost $10 each.
Save by signing up for three classes at
the rate of three for $25. Contact the
University of Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5410 for a brochure.

Seminar topics and speakers include:
♣ “Healthy Soil, Healthy
Plants” — Nancy Rose, Regional Extension Educator in horticulture for
University of Minnesota Extension
Service and author of two books currently in print.
♣ “Horticulture as Therapy” —
Jean Larson, coordinator of Therapeutic Horticulture Services at the U of
M Landscape Arboretum.
♣ “Trees and the Stress of Urban Life” — Dave Hanson, Research
Specialist in Urban and Community
Forestry at the University of Minnesota in the Department of Forest Resources.
♣ “The Best New Annuals for
2006” — Debbie Lonnee, Production
Coordinator at Bailey Nurseries, and
Horticultural Editor for Northern Gardener.

tendance is limited, with a registration deadline of March 9 (no refunds
after March 13).
Make checks payable to Scott/
Carver Master Gardeners and mail to
the University of Minnesota Extension Service, Carver County, 11360
Hwy. 212 W., Suite 4, Cologne, Minnesota, 55322. Be sure to include
your name, address, phone, and email address. For more information
or to request a brochure, call (952)
466-5300.

The seminar will be held at the
Chaska Community Center, 1660 Park
Ridge Drive, Chaska, from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. An advance registration
fee of $30 includes continental breakfast, lunch, and seminar materials. At-

Erosion/sediment control workshops are a big hit
In 2005, Scott County Natural Resources Department (in cooperation with the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District) offered a series of erosion/sediment control workshops to inform citizens of Scott
County of the importance of erosion/sediment control
on construction sites. Also discussed at the workshops
were the required permits needed for land-disturbing
activities within unincorporated Scott County. Special workshops were also held in Credit River Township, and a Winter Best Management Practices workshop was held at the Scott County Highway Department. Participants who attended the workshops included builders, developers, utility contractors, engineers, local city representatives, and interested citizens.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all
the people who attended and made the workshops a
success. The following organizations and/or companies have demonstrated their proactive approach in
learning the local requirements, and preserving our
water resources for future generations:
RJW Outdoor Services, Wade Larson, Scherer
Brothers Lumber, Spring Lake Township, LMRWD,
College City Homes, Jeremy Duehr, Wensmann
Homes, Able Excavation, RD & Associates, JL
Wageman Homes, City of Savage, City of Shakopee,
City of Belle Plaine, Bob Gross, Kathy Sorenson,
Tom Quinn, Kohout Construction, Minnesota Valley
Electrical Company (MVEC), Donlie Underground,
Severson Homes, Ty Cheshier, Mittelstaedt Brothers,
Rock Creek Builders, Lundgren Brothers, KoesteringSchumacher Homes, Laurent Builders, McWilliams &
Associates, Lakes Erosion Services, Charles Cudd
Homes, Wooddale Builders, Hanish Homes, American Prairie Homes, Rongitsch Construction, John
Kraemer & Sons, Hakanson Anderson, On-Site Marketing, A. Maas Construction, Stonebridge Homes,
Burdock Builders, Yorway Homes, Chase Homes,

Thatcher Engineering Inc., Halling Engineering, Lyman
Homes, McNearney Homes, and Helena Township.
Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) on construction sites is a critical element of construction site management. Sediment runoff from construction is a pollutant that causes serious water quality problems for
our wetlands, lakes, and streams, which depend on a
source of good, clean water to remain healthy.
To protect our natural resources, Scott County ordinances require that a construction permit be issued
before a project begins. If you live in the unincorporated areas of the County and are planning to build a
home or accessory building, do land clearing, grading, or bring fill materials onto your property, you need
to contact Scott County Community Development at
(952) 496-8475 to apply for a permit.

More erosion/sediment
control workshops set
Why are we offering these workshops?
To keep Scott County developers, builders, contractors, and citizens informed about erosion/sediment
control requirements on construction sites, Scott
County is offering free workshops to provide you with
information and suggest some ideas which may help
you to meet existing and new regulations.
Who should attend?
Anyone involved in land disturbance activi
ties is welcome
Homeowners
Builders and contractors
Developers and site designers
Utility installers
Landscapers
Permit applicants
City, township, and County staff
What will be covered?
Overview of ESC regulations and compliance
expectations
Discuss common construction site situations
Look at some effective erosion/sediment con
trol practices
Discuss resources for additional information
Where, when, and how long is the workshop?
Room 112, Scott County Government Center
The workshop is about an hour long
Starting March 1, 2006, the workshops will
be offered at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednes
day on an ongoing basis through the spring.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To learn more about the effects of sediment on
receiving waters, and Scott County ESC requirements
on construction sites, the Scott County Natural Resources Department in Cooperation with the Scott Soil
and Water Conservation District is pleased to announce
the continuation of the Erosion & Sediment Control
Informational Workshops. The workshops will be held
at 1 p.m. in the Shakopee Government Center
Room 112 every other Wednesday starting March 1,
2006. No pre-registration is needed, and walk-ins are
welcome. The informal workshops are geared to answer questions and provide helpful erosion and sediment control information to homeowners, contractors
and others involved in land disturbances to get their
projects off to a great start. All who attend will have
their organization or company name published in
The workshops are free and open to the public.No
the Scott County SCENE to show our appreciation
pre-registration
is needed. Call (952) 496-8475 for
of your attendance and concern for the environmore
information
ment. Call (952) 496-8475 for additional information.
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Messing with meth messes Local busineses
up the lives of others, too work to help curb
Methamphetamine (“meth”) is a dangerously addictive drug – and using this poison affects more than
the user. Because of a rising meth presence in Minnesota, many local communities have begun to take an
active role to help curb meth production and use. Scott
County’s Meth Task Force has invested resources to
help deal with this epidemic.
In December 2005, the Scott County Board of
Commissioners passed a countywide ordinance to help
law enforcement control the impact that meth has on
the environment and the high costs associated with
meth use and production in the County. The Meth Task
Force has also been focusing on other initiatives, such
as education and analysis. The Task Force works to
educate the public about meth and its effects, help children understand the dangers of this deadly drug, and
to analyze the overall impact of meth on the County.
A scenario like the following is not uncommon and is
exactly what the Task Force, the County, and the entire community are battling:
♦ Meth use in the home leaves the user high
for hours. Erratic behavior leads to paranoia or violent episodes. Users experience loss of appetite and
experience insomnia. Many users find themselves doing the same things over and over, such as taking apart
and reassembling appliances.
♦ Children are not cared for, since the users
often are focused on themselves. Behavior is extremely
unpredictable, even dangerous. Children in meth homes
are neglected –living in filth, going to bed without dinner (since the parent doesn’t even think about eating).
They go days without baths and wear the same clothes
over and over. They are tired because there isn’t anyone to tuck them in at night – and because the parent is
in a state of insomnia. Authorities are finding children
in meth homes are often abused because of the using
parent’s state of mind.
♦ Teachers become concerned as the child’s
hygiene diminishes. Grades slide because there is no
one at home interested in helping or encouraging the
child. Homework goes unfinished. Children are falling asleep in class because they are so tired. Behavior
and attitudes shift.
♦ Social Services becomes involved at the re-

quest of concerned
teachers (sometimes
neighbors or other
family members).
♦ Parents enter the criminal justice system as a consequence to meth use.
Some receive jail time,
which puts an even
greater burden on the
family. Some receive
Children suffer when probation; most are
court ordered to treatparents use meth.
ment.
♦ Children enter foster care as the County
becomes involved to protect them. Foster care with a
third party or even with other family members becomes
essential. Because meth is so addictive and difficult
to curb, users have a difficult time reuniting with their
children.
♦ Treatment providers help users piece back
their lives. It is a long, difficult battle. The best course
of treatment is still being debated by experts.
This scenario is all too familiar. Everyone is dealing with meth… from social workers to teachers, from
the police to family members. According to Scott
County Attorney Pat Ciliberto, the impacts upon the
County’s Human Service cases have been dramatic.
“In 2005 alone,” he noted, “the proportion of cases
assigned to child protection services due to methamphetamine use was over 40 percent, and permanent
out-of-home child placements due to meth is now a
full 50 percent of the total cases.” Ciliberto also cited
the striking increase in the monthly costs associated
with these frightening trends, from an average of
$16,780 per month in 2004 to $36,442 per month in
2005. “Clearly, this problem isn’t limited to users and
their families; it affects all of us as taxpayers as well,”
Ciliberto stated. Meth is like a wildfire: What it doesn’t
destroy, it severely affects.
You can find more information on the Scott
County’s Meth Task Force in previous SCENE issues
on Scott County’s website.

drunk driving

From December 19, 2005 through January 2, 2006,
the Scott County Safe Communities Coalition sponsored the Second Annual Home for the Holidays Designated Driver Program. Sixteen restaurants and bars
participated this year – a significant increase from seven
participants last year. We are hoping to increase our
participation rate each year.
The following establishments in Shakopee, Savage, and Prior Lake provided free non-alcoholic beverages to customers who identified themselves as designated drivers during the Home for the Holidays Designated Driver Program: Arnie’s Bar, Axel’s Bonfire,
Buffalo Tap Bar & Grille, Buffalo Wild Wings, Chili’s,
El Loro Mexican Restaurant, Marystown Bar, Neisen
Brothers Sports Bar, Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant, Pullman Club, Shakopee Eagles #4120, Spectators Grille
& Bar, Stonebrooke Restaurant, Tin Shed Tavern,
Turtle’s Bar & Grill, and the Wilds Pub. Please thank
these businesses for helping to ensure that their customers arrived home safely for the holidays.
Scott County currently ranks eighth out of 87 counties in Minnesota for alcohol-related deaths. The Scott
County Safe Communities Coalition is coordinated by
Scott County Public Health and is funded by a grant
from the Office of Traffic Safety. The following agencies and groups have partnered with Public Health:
Sheriff’s office, local police departments, highway
engineers, public transit, St. Francis Regional Medical Center, Queen of Peace Hospital, the University of
Minnesota Extension Service, MADD, and the faith
communities. The main goal of the coalition is to increase awareness and knowledge of Scott County residents regarding the consequences of drinking and driving, providing alcohol to minors, distracted driving,
speeding, and seat belt/passenger safety use. For more
information, please contact Scott County Public Health
at (952) 496-8338.

New dental clinic services available
for un- and underinsured children
Children’s Dental Services is a new dental clinic
established in Shakopee to serve children ages birth to
18 who are uninsured, underinsured, or on Medical
Assistance. This exciting new program available to
children in Scott and Carver Counties is not new to
residents of Hennepin County. The Children’s Dental
Services (CDS) of Minneapolis, a non-profit agency,
has been in existence since 1919. CDS has the ability
to be completely mobile, providing services to other
communities.
Appointments are available on the fourth Tuesday
of every month. Appointments can be made by calling
CDS at (612) 746-1530. When scheduling the appointment, please specify the Shakopee site located at the
CAP Agency.
CDS serves all children, regardless of family income level. They also accept Medical Assistance, all
insurances, and provide free or low cost care on a sliding fee scale. Children’s Dental Services will process
all of the claims and do the billing. Medical Assistance and MinnesotaCare will be billed directly by
CDS. Uninsured families will be charged according to
their ability to pay, which is based on the federal poverty guidelines. CDS provides all staff, supplies, and

equipment, including
x-rays. In addition, 90
percent of the staff
members are bi- or
multi-lingual to better
serve children of other
cultures.
The clinic is a collaborative effort between Children’s Dental Services, the CAP
Agency, Scott County
Public Health, and Carver County Public Health. Dental service for children is a major public health concern. Statistics show that children who do not have
access to dental care have nearly 12 times more restricted-activity days (i.e., missing school days) because of dental-related illness. Tooth decay is preventable, yet it remains the most common chronic disease of children ages five to15 years… five times more
common than asthma.
Call (612)746-1530 to make an appointment. CDS
receptionists will assist you with appointments and financial questions.

Scott SCENE now online
Looking for some information that you saw in the Scott SCENE,
but you can’t find your printed copy? Or was there information
you’d like to pass on to a friend, co-worker, or family member?
The Scott SCENE can now be viewed online through a link on the
Scott County homepage:
www.co.scott.mn.us

4-H members participate in Cloverbud Day.

Experience the
4-H Adventure!
How can you become part of the largest out-ofschool youth development program? There are many
opportunities to become involved in the 4-H experience through community 4-H clubs, after-school programs, adventures, fairs, camps, and several other educational opportunities!
4-H is a program for youth in grades kindergarten
through one year past high school. In the 4-H program, youth gain skills in leadership, citizenry, and
many other areas that will help guide them through
life.
Join the seven million 4-H members across the
United States and connect with youth in your own community by becoming a part of the Scott County 4-H
program! There are several project interest areas that
youth can become involved in, including performing
arts, leadership, pets, clothing, foods, computers, creative arts, livestock, woods, photography, child development, veterinary science, and much more.
This spring and summer, the Scott County 4-H
program is offering various activities open to all youth
in the County including bowling adventure, snow tubing, wildlife adventure, Cloverbud, a lock-in, and much
more! For more information on any of these activities
or to find out more about the 4-H program, contact
Abby Torgerson at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
torg0016@umn.edu.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

State provides individual
well information on-line
Since the 1970s, Scott County Environmental Health Department has
saved a copy of each well record for all
new and sealed wells in the County as
those records were sent to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH).
Those well logs were often used to provide basic information to the public, such
as well depth and date drilled. The MDH
now provides this information on their
website (www.health.state.mn.us) using
a database called County Well Index, or
CWI on-line. The CWI on-line is userfriendly and contains the same information that the Environmental Health Department used to collect.
The Scott County Environmental
Health Department no longer has past

well records and will begin using the
more efficient CWI on-line to search for
well information. Well drillers will continue to submit well logs to the MDH.
The CWI on-line is available to the
public and may be helpful when selling
property. To use the CWI, go to the
MDH website www.health.state.mn.us
and search for CWI. The CWI database
contains basic information, such as location, depth, and static water level for
wells drilled in Minnesota. The database
contains construction and geological information from the well record for many
wells. Because well logs were not sent
to the MDH consistently until the 1980s,
wells drilled prior to that time will likely
not be found in this database.

Keep dog kennels and
animals away from wells
A few years ago, a well professional
from another state received a call for
help. The family on the phone asked
the well driller to come out to their rural
home to investigate a bad odor in their
drinking water, and to design a treatment
system to remove that odor. According
to the well driller, “While running the
water at the kitchen sink with the
homeowners, I noticed that the water
smelled bad…really bad!!”
The well driller then asked the
homeowners to show him their well.
They pointed out of the window, in the
direction of a large dog kennel, which
was being used to breed bulldogs. When
he went outside for a closer inspection,
he noted that the well was located right
next to the chain-link kennel fence. The
well casing extended 18-inches above
the ground surface, and there was a large
hole that had corroded through the casing on the side that was adjacent to the
kennel. It was obvious that dogs urinating on the side of the well through the
fence had caused the hole to rust through
the casing. The homeowner commented
that the kennel had been located next to
the well for six to seven years!
First, the dog kennel was moved (in
Minnesota, a water supply well must be
located at least 50 feet from an animal
or poultry building, or a kennel or confinement area for more than two animals). Next, the well driller repaired the

damaged well casing. Then the well was
professionally treated with chlorine.
After three such treatments, the water
still tested positive for coliform bacteria, so the treatment continues. The well
driller may end up needing to properly
abandon (decommission) that well and
then drill a new one, all of which may
add up to be a considerable expense for
the family According to the well professional, the situation was very bad. “If
only you could have smelled the water!”
he said. “I have been in the well business almost 20 years and I have never
seen anything like this or smelled water
this bad!”
The lesson to be learned from this
true story is obvious: Be sure that you
keep your well isolated from any potential source of contamination. In addition, inspect your well on a regular basis to check the condition of the casing
and the cap.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Look down the road
When I was first learning how to drive a car, my dad -- noticing that I was
focusing on the point just ahead of the car -- told me to look down the road so I was
prepared for what might be coming. He told me that I would still see the closer
obstacles in my peripheral vision. He was right, and I have used that logic ever
since.
The concept of not focusing on the short term, but rather keeping our eyes
focused on the future is one that we should all be taught at an early age. Many
people not only focus on the short term, but they focus on themselves. In order to
survive, our society must begin to focus on both the future and on the broader
needs of our global society.
Our legal system is capable of exacting justice when one person is caught
stealing from another, but it cannot address whether or not we as a society are
stealing from future generations. That is where environmental science takes over.
There have been laws written to establish some standards that have been based on
science to protect human health. Such standards limit the amount of pollution, for
example, that a factory can emit into the air or water. Other standards, such as
those we enforce locally, are aimed at preventing organizations and individuals
from polluting the soil, surface, and groundwater. But when we consider the concept of long-term impacts to the environment that could affect our children and
grandchildren, science sometimes is deficient. That’s where politics comes into
play. Issues like global warming are left to be debated by our political leaders.
Politics is controlled by a mix of motivators, and science often plays a minor role
in this equation. As a society, we seldom look far enough down the road, so we
often end up overreacting to avoid a suddenly-discovered obstacle.
How do we ever get to a point of looking into the future to determine how
much sacrifice we should make as individuals and as a society for the benefit of
our children and grandchildren? The answer to this question should be obvious,
but it seems to have escaped many in our society. It was expressed very well in a
speech given by Oren R. Lyons of the Onondaga Nation in a 1987 address at the
Fourth World Wilderness Congress, when he recalled the advice passed on through
generations: “Take care how you place your moccasins upon the earth. Step with
care, for the faces of the future generations are looking up from earth waiting their
turn for life.” This says to me that as a society and as individuals we must consider
the needs of future generations and the impacts that our actions might have on the
earth we leave for the future as we act today. And, I don’t think as a society we
have done that very well. Our focus is short sighted on five or ten year yields on
investments and on our own personal gain. Unless we begin to factor in the impact
of our actions on future generations, our children and grandchildren will be cheated.
How can we do this? We can start by conserving natural resources. We can
become more energy conscious, not just to save ourselves a few bucks, but with a
concept of saving resources for future generations. We can recycle. We can reduce waste generation by converting paper subscriptions to e-mail subscriptions.
We can extend our focus into the future by obtaining a better understanding of the
impacts of our actions as individuals and as a society. We can broaden our source
of information and become involved in our local, state, and national governments.
Scott County is currently in a three-year process of developing a 2030 Comprehensive Land Use Plan as an update to the current 2020 Plan. County citizens
and community leaders will be invited to participate in this process in the next few
months. I encourage you to look down the road, to begin to consider the future and
to participate in planning for the future development of our County. We can’t
survive as a society, and we can’t assure a good future for our children and grandchildren, by remaining focused only on ourselves.

Master Gardening tips for February, March
FEBRUARY
Houseplants suffer from low light
during winter months. Give them all the
help you can by keeping windows
washed and leaves clean. Lightly “dust”
large leaves with a damp paper towel.
Smaller plants — or those with delicate,
small leaves — are happy to be rinsed
at the kitchen sink or in the shower. Frequent rinsing will also help keep at bay
one of the major pests in dry, hot houses:
Spider mites.
Once mid-February rolls around,
most houseplants begin active growth.
Once you see signs of new growth, resume fertilizing the plants. As a general
rule, fertilize with a water-soluble fertilizer, mixed at half strength. Apply to
damp soil once or twice a month.
Holiday gift plants are often best
enjoyed until they are done blooming,
and then tossed. A notable exception is
the amaryllis, which may be grown as a
houseplant indefinitely. If given enough

light (outdoors in summer is good), and
regular fertilizations, most amaryllis will
continue to bloom year after year.
MARCH
Seed starting can begin in earnest
in March. Perennial, tree, and shrub
seeds may be started early in the month,
along with snapdragon, petunia, impatiens, and onions. Peppers and eggplant
can wait until mid-month.
Trees and shrubs may be pruned
throughout the month. Always remove
broken branches or branches that cross
or rub on others. Make a clean cut close
to another branch or the trunk, taking
care not to cut into the branch collar. Do
not prune spring-blooming plants now

or you will lose this year’s bloom, and
do not prune oaks from April 1 to July
1 to prevent the spread of oak wilt.
Evergreens — Inspect the lower
branches of spruce for discolored
needles or bare
branches with
copious amounts
of bluish to white
sap. If you find
these signs of
cytospora canker, remove and
destroy the infected branches
as soon as possible during dry weather. This canker is
common on stressed Colorado blue
spruce (trees that are overcrowded, damaged, under-watered, et cetera). Improve
growing conditions if you can, or consider replacing them with white or Black
Hills spruce, which are less susceptible.
Lawns are easily damaged from a

lot of traffic when the soil is soft. Once
the frost leaves the ground, stay off the
lawn until the soil firms up. If you feel
you must work outdoors on damp soil,
lay boards on the soil and walk on them.
Roses
that have
been protected for
winter may
have the
protection
removed
starting at
the end of
the month,
as the soil
thaws.
For more information about these or
other horticulture topics, contact the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 to be connected with a Master Gardener.
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County develops Transportation Improvement Program
The Scott County Highway Department is responsible for the planning,
design, construction, and maintenance of
roads, bridges, and traffic control devices on the County Highway system.
Partnering with cities, townships, adjacent counties, Mn/DOT, and the Metropolitan Council, the Highway Department develops the annual Transportation
Improvement Program, which maintains
and improves the County’s highway infrastructure.
In developing the annual Transportation Improvement Program, projects
must be consistent with the overall
County Transportation Plan. Scott
County’s vision is to provide a safe and
efficient transportation system for current and future residents and businesses
in a cost-effective manner. The following goals from the transportation plan
are used in determining system needs:
1. To PRESERVE the existing
transportation infrastructure, in order to
protect the significant investment already made, and reduce unnecessary
premature costs of replacing of existing
facilities.
2. To MANAGE the existing
transportation system to maximize
safety and efficiency.
3. To IMPROVE and EXPAND
the existing transportation system as
necessary to meet current and future
transportation needs.
4. To explore ALTERNATIVE
MODES OF TRANSPORTATION
based on the needs of those who live,
work, and travel in Scott County.
5. To provide TRANSPORTATION PLANNING that results in a local transportation system that will safely
serve the needs of current and future residents and businesses, support the
County’s development plans, and
complement the regional system.
Programming Strategies
Projects included in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) implement needs identified in the Scott
County Transportation Plan. The plan
also includes policies to guide the development of the Scott County Transportation System. The 2006-2012 TIP
is organized by preservation, management, and expansion projects.
Once system needs have been identified, the following program development criteria are used consistent with the
Transportation Plan policies.
Program Development Criteria
• Local agency requests
• Structural deficiencies
• Safety issues
• Geometric deficiencies
• Capacity issues
• Traffic volumes
• System connections/continuity
• Balance staff workload / ability
to deliver
• Funding partners
Individual projects are then prioritized using the following criteria:
• Maximize safety -- correct existing deficiencies in geometry and capacity
• Reduce operating/maintenance
cost -- correct existing deficiencies in
structure
• Minimize social and environmental impacts in the most cost-effective manner
• Maximize effective project size
• Utilize all possible funding
sources

2006 Projects

2008 Projects

1, CSAH 15 in Helena Township – Replace
bridge
2. CSAH 15 in Sand Creek Township – Replace
bridge
3. CSAH 23 in Cedar Lake Township – Replace
bridge
4. CSAH 51 in Blakeley Township – Replace
bridge
5. CSAH 101 from CSAH 17 to Memorial Park
– Reconstruction
6. CSAH 8 at Railroad Crossing – RRxing signal/gates
7. CSAH 17 at Railroad Crossing in Shakopee –
RRxing gates
8. CSAH 37 at TH 19 – Traffic signal and intersection improvements
9. CSAH 42 at Huntington/Glendale (Segment
8) –Backage roads
10. CSAH 5 (Kittson Blvd ¼ mile south of Century to CR 64) – Construct four-lane divided on new
alignment
11. CSAH 16 at CSAH 83 – Reconstruct to fourlane divided
12. CSAH 82 from CSAH 21 to CSAH 17 – Reconstruct to four-lane divided

21. CR 66 in St. Lawrence Township – Replace
bridge
22. CSAH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace
bridge
23. CSAH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace
bridge
24. CSAH 7 in Belle Plaine Township – Replace
bridge
25. CSAH 2 from CSAH 27 to CSAH 91 – Reconstruct two- and three-lane segments
26. CSAH 21 from CSAH 16 to CSAH 18 – Reconstruct to four-lane divided

2007 Projects

2011 Projects

13. CSAH 6 in Blakeley Township – Replace
bridge
14. CSAH 8 in Helena Township – Replace bridge
15. CSAH 23 in Cedar Lake Township – Replace
bridge
16. CR 56 in Cedar Lake Township – Replace
bridge
17. CSAH 12 at TH 13 – Realignment/access management
18. CSAH 21 from Franklin to Adelmann – Intersection improvements
19. CSAH 86 from CSAH 23 to CSAH 27 – Reconstruct to two-lane rural
20. CSAH 42 at Huntington/Glendale (Segment
8) (six lane) – Corridor improvements

31. CSAH 8 from CSAH 23 to Calmor Ave. – Intersection improvements
32. CR 56 from CSAH 23 to CR 87 – Reconstruct
to two-lane rural/surface
33. CR 87 from CR 56 to CSAH 8 – Reconstruct
to two-lane rural/surface
34. CSAH 42 from Boone to Louisiana – Reconstruct to six-lane divided

2009 Projects
27. CSAH 21 from CSAH 16 to CSAH 42 – Reconstruct to four-lane divided

2010 Projects
28. CSAH 12 from CSAH 17 to TH 13 – Reconstruct to two-lane urban
29. CSAH 27 from CSAH 44 to 0.30 mi North –
Reconstruct to four-lane divided
30. CSAH 44 from Prior Lake City limits to CSAH
27 – Reconstruct four-lane divided

2012 Projects
35. CSAH 21 from CSAH 82 to CR 87 – Corridor
improvements
36. CSAH 17 from St. Francis to CSAH 42 – Reconstruct to four-lane divided

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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News from Three Rivers Park District

Reservations begin for camping, picnic sites
District reservations at (763) 559-6700.
Registration begins at 8 a.m. on Friday,
March 3. It is important to know your
Household I.D number. Call reservations
to get a number.

Planning a company event, reunion,
wedding, or camping trip? Let us help!
Three Rivers Park District provides scenic and spacious sites for families and
groups to gather at Historic Murphy’s
Landing and Cleary Lake Regional
Park. For details about these offerings
or others in the Park District, call for
reservations at (763) 559-6700 or visit
www.threeriversparkdistrict.org.

 Group camping and picnicking – Cleary features a spacious enclosed
picnic pavilion for groups up to 175, and
two large picnic shelters for groups up
to 100. Cleary also offers five group
campsites, each with fire rings and grills,
able to accommodate between 25-80
people. Picnickers and campers have
access to the beach, hiking and biking
trails, creative play areas, a driving
range, and a golf course. Historic
Murphy’s Landing provides a memorable 19th Century setting for large group
events or company picnics. Murphy’s
Landing features a pavilion for groups
up to 200, or groups up to 800 may reserve use of other portions of the site.
Arrangements may be made for site
tours, horse-drawn trolley rides and
1800s games.
General family campground
– Reservations begin March 20. Cleary
Lake Regional Park has five campsites
open May through mid-October at its
Red Pine Hike-In Family Camping Area.
The sites are for rustic tent camping, with
picnic tables and fire rings at each site
and pit latrines and a water pump nearby.

Living
History
Summer
Daycamps at Murphy’s Landing
Reservations are in full swing for the fun
daycamps offered at Historic Murphy’s
Landing this summer. Kids can experience life as a pioneer farm child, play
old-fashioned games, go to school in a
one-room school house, become a 1850s
military recruit, or test their pioneer survival skills. Camps are open to students
in 1st-6th grade. Visit www.ThreeRivers
ParkDistrict.org for all the details, or call
(763) 559-6700 to request a daycamp
newsletter with information about all the
adventure camps the Park District offers.
Camping opportunities are available at Cleary Lake Regional Park.

Swing Into Spring at Cleary Lake
Golf Course!
Play a quick round or take a golf
lesson at Cleary Lake Golf Course. The
9-hole, par 27 course is surrounded by
trees, wetlands, and meadows. Golfers
of all skill levels will enjoy the scenic
views, driving range, and chipping
greens. The pavilion is available for
group rentals. Whether you are a dabbling duffer or a tour hopeful, Cleary
Lake Regional Park has a lesson for you.
Group lessons, private lessons and clinics are available for adults, couples,
women, and juniors. For details about
the golf course and a listing of Golf
Academy lessons available, visit

www.threeriversparkdistrict.org/golf or
call (763) 694-7777. Cleary also offers
weekly golf leagues.
Hook a Kid On Golf
Hook a Kid on Golf is a national program whose mission is to provide communities with a comprehensive youth
golf programs that eliminate all the obstacles discouraging kids from playing
golf. As a part of the program, each child
is provided with a new bag, a golf shirt,
golf hat, and other golf items needed to
learn the game. Registrations for Hook
A Kid on Golf and Junior League need
to be done either on-line www.Three
RiversParkDistrict.org or by calling Park

Youth teach youth how to make good decisions
Over the last few months, the 4-H
Youth Teaching Youth teen teachers from
Jordan, Prior Lake, Belle Plaine, and
Shakopee have been busy visiting area
schools in Scott County demonstrating
that there are positive role models to be
found in our the high schools. The teens
have been teaching 2nd and 3rd graders
how to be positive classmates and how
to prevent and resolve conflict in and out
of their classroom. The teen teachers
have reached almost 500 second and
third graders since the start of school.
The 4th and 5th graders have been
learning ways to say no to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, and other peer pressures
without losing their friends. The teens
are just starting to get into the classrooms, but have already reached 400 students and are excited to teach more
classes this spring. The 5th and 6th graders have been learning how to adjust to
middle school life and all the pressures
and new experiences that come with it.
The teens have been spending time
teaching — as well as listening and answering questions — about what it was
like to be in middle school and what high
school is like. The teens have reached
over 40 younger teens.
There are still times open when the
teens are available to visit your classrooms. The teens will visit the classrooms once a week for an hour for three
weeks. The cost is $1 per student, which
helps defray the cost of the teens’ transportation and materials handed out in the
class. If you have more questions, please
contact Sara Wagner at the Scott County
office of the University Minnesota Extension Service at (952) 492-5388 or via
e-mail dunc0088@umn.edu.

Five classes at Sweeney Elementary School in Shakopee completed the Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions class.
Above, teen teachers Colleen Kennedy and Chelsey Barber are pictured with
Mr. Jasken’s class. Below, teen teachers Manjari Govada and Sam Soundara
are pictured with Mr. Larsen’s class.

The “Hook a Kid on Golf” program is
being offered at Cleary Lake Park.

Sandcastles
program
helps
children of
divorce
The Sandcastles program is designed to help children ages six to twelve
develop coping skills when facing the
challenging and difficult situation of
their parents’ divorce or separation.
Using various exercises tailored to each
specific age group, the Sandcastles program emphasizes one, positive message:
“With enough love and enough care,
things can work out okay.”
Parents usually come for the final
half-hour of the two-hour session, but
are welcome to stay to watch videos,
exchange ideas with other parents, ask
questions, and visit with the counselors.
Everyone is welcome, but pre-registration by March 1, 2006 is requested.
Sandcastles
Monday, March 13 and
Monday, March 20
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (but pizza is served at
5:30 sharp!)
Shepherd of the Lake Church
13760 McKenna Road NW
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372
Cost: $10.00 per child
For more information, please call
Jean at (952) 447-8525. Registrations
should be sent to Shepherd of the Lake
Church.
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Nontoxic cleaners keep homes clean and fresh
Did you know that indoor air is often more polluted than outdoor air (up to 70 times more polluted,
in fact)? It’s true. This indoor pollution can come from
a variety of sources, including building materials or
cleaning chemicals that are used in your home. There
are, however, some nontoxic cleaning strategies that
can be used to keep your home smelling and looking
clean and fresh, while also keeping your family safe
from various potential chemical hazards.
Freshen the air by simply opening your windows
and/or doors for a short period; distribute partially filled
dishes of vinegar around the kitchen to combat unpleasant cooking odors; boil cinnamon and cloves in a
pan of water to scent the air; sprinkle 1/2 cup Borax in
the bottom of your garbage or diaper pails to inhibit
mold and bacteria growth that can cause odors; rub
vinegar on your hands before and after slicing onions
to remove the smell.
All-purpose cleaners can be made from either a
vinegar-and-salt mixture, or by dissolving four tablespoons of baking soda in one quart of warm water.
Disinfectants will reduce the number of harmful
bacteria on a surface, although practically no surface
treatment will completely eliminate bacteria. Try regular cleaning with soap and hot water, or mix 1/2 cup
Borax into one gallon of hot water to disinfect and
deodorize. Isopropyl alcohol is an excellent disinfectant, but use gloves and keep it away from children.
Drain cleaner. Try a plunger before using any
commercial drain opener. To open clogs, try pouring
1/2 cup baking soda down your drain, then add 1/2
cup white vinegar and cover the drain. The resulting
chemical reaction will often break down fatty acids,
allowing the clog to simply flow down the drain. Do
not use either of these methods after trying a corrosive commercial drain opener—the vinegar can react
with the drain opener to create dangerous fumes, while
the plunger can splash the corrosive drain cleaner and
cause injury to your skin or eyes.
Floor cleaner and polish can be as simple as adding a few drops of vinegar to your cleaning water to
remove soap traces. For vinyl or linoleum, add a capful of baby oil to the water to preserve and polish. For

wood floors, apply a thin coat of 1:1 oil and vinegar
and rub in well. For painted wooden floors, mix one
teaspoon washing soda into one gallon hot water. For
brick and stone tiles, use one cup white vinegar in one
gallon water and rinse with clear water.
Metal cleaners and polishes are different for each
metal — just like commercial cleaners. Clean aluminum with a solution of cream of tartar and water. Brass
may be polished with a soft cloth dipped in lemonand baking-soda solution, or vinegar-and-salt solution.
Polish chrome with baby oil, vinegar, or aluminum
foil (shiny side out).
Clean tarnished copper by
boiling the article in a pot
of water with one tablespoon salt and one cup
white vinegar, or try differing mixtures of salt,
vinegar, baking soda,
lemon juice, and cream of
tartar. Clean gold with
toothpaste, and pewter
with a paste of salt, vinegar, and flour. Silver can be polished by boiling it in
a pan lined with aluminum foil and filled with water
to which a teaspoon each of baking soda and salt have
been added. Stainless steel can be cleaned with undiluted white vinegar.
Oven cleaner. Sprinkle baking soda on moist surface and scrub with steel wool, or use Arm & Hammer
Oven Cleaner (declared nontoxic by Consumers
Union).
Scouring powder can be made from baking soda
or dry table salt, or try Bon-Ami Cleaning Powder or
Bon-Ami Polishing Cleaner.
Toilet bowl cleaner can be made from straight
bleach (do not mix bleach with any other substance
except water), baking soda and vinegar, or borax and
lemon juice.
Tub and tile cleaner can be as easy as rubbing
baking soda in with a damp sponge and rinsing, or
wiping with vinegar followed with baking soda as a
scouring powder.

Window and
glass cleaner is easy
with these tips: to
avoid streaks, don’t
wash windows when
the sun is shining. Use
a vinegar-and-water
solution, cornstarchvinegar-and-water solution, or lemonjuice-and-water.
Safe Substitutes for
Laundry Products
Detergent is specially adapted to
clean synthetic fabrics, and it has the added advantage
of not leaving soil residues even in hard water. However, detergents are generally derived from petrochemicals, and people sensitive to these compounds may find
it hard to tolerate detergents or their artificial fragrances. In addition, most detergents contain phosphates, which can enter our waterways where it will
cause blooms of algae and large fish kills. Some detergent may even contain naphthalene or phenol, which
are both hazardous substances.
An effective alternative to using detergents is to
return to good old soap. Soap is an effective cleaner
for natural fabrics, leaving such items as diapers softer
than detergent can. For cotton and linen, use soap to
soften water. A cup of vinegar added to the wash can
help keep colors bright (but dp not use vinegar if you
are using bleach — the resulting fumes are hazardous). One-half to three-quarters of a cup of baking soda
will leave clothes soft and fresh. Silks and wools may
be hand washed with mild soap or a protein shampoo,
down or feathers with mild soap or baking soda.
For synthetic fabrics or blends (including most noiron fabrics), there are biodegradable detergents on the
market that do not contain phosphates, fragrances, or
harsh chemicals. They are often imported from Europe and are available at health food stores or by mail
order.

Radon is second leading cause of lung cancer
Americans today spend around 90
percent of their time indoors. And while
we are inside, the air we are breathing
may not be as safe as we might think.
One of the most serious health hazards
that can be found in your home is completely invisible. It is colorless, odorless,
and tasteless radon gas. Exposure to
radon is the second leading cause of lung
cancer in the United States, and is
thought to be responsible for thousands
of lung cancer deaths each year.
Radon is a naturally occurring gas
that is formed in our soil by the radioactive decay of uranium. As radon gas is
formed, it migrates up through our soil
where it can find its way into our homes
through cracks in the foundation or basement floor of our home or gaps around
water and sewer pipes. It can also find
its way into our well water. As this invisible gas finds its way into our home,
it decays into radioactive particles. If
those particles are inhaled, they can settle
deep within our lungs and release energy
particles that can cause cancer.
High radon levels have been found
in every state in America, and in every
style of home. Testing your home is the
only way to know what your actual radon level is. Radon is measured in units
called picocuries per liter of air (pCi/L).
If testing in your home finds “high” levels of radon (which the US Government
has determined to mean any levels over
4 pCi/L), it is recommended that some
sort of action be taken to reduce your
radon levels. Making the repairs that
will eliminate radon gas from your home
can be simple and affordable. A typical
radon problem can be solved for anywhere from $500 to $1,200. In fact, the
repair may not cost any extra money at
all if it is incorporated as part of a base-

ment-remodeling project already being
planned. The radon-remediation industry is well regulated, so finding competent assistance should be easy.
Simply call the Scott County Environmental Health Department at 952496-8652, visit our web page, or stop
by our office for more information on
radon. We recently signed an agreement
with Hennepin County to share our ‘Ra-

don resources’ so you can also call the
Hennepin Radon Info Line at 952-3515225. Short-term test kits are available
through our office for $9, while long
term kits (which provide a more accurate measurement) are $20 each. Radon test kits are also available at your
local hardware and home remodeling
stores. Follow the directions contained
in the test kit and allow your test kit to

RADON TEST KITS
Testing for radon is easy! And now you can
purchase your test kit from the Scott County
Environmental Health Department.
These radon detector kits meet Federal standards
under the Radon Measurement Proficiency Program.
Just follow the directions on the package. Mail the
entire kit back to the manufacturer in the postage
paid envelope provided. Analysis will be done at no
extra charge. Note: The MN Department of Health
(MDH) does recommend that you use a long-term
detector to obtain the most accurate results.
Remember that radon is the second leading cause
of lung cancer in the United States. Testing for radon
is important for your family’s health and well being.
For more information on radon call or e-mail us at:

• Scott County: (952) 496-8652; gboe@co.scott.mn.us
• Scott/Hennepin Radon Information: (952) 351-5225

sample the air in your home as instructed, leaving the windows in your
home closed for the duration of the test.
In Scott County, over 40 percent of
the homes that are tested have radon
levels above 4 pCi/L. Choose prevention over procrastination! Fill out and
mail in a radon coupon to purchase radon test kits for your home today, and
give your family peace of mind.

YES! I want to test my
home for RADON!
Two types of kits are available:
___ Short-term kits @ $9.00 per kit
___ Long-term kits @ $20.00 per kit
To receive your test kit, simply fill out
this coupon and mail it, along with your
check or money order, to the address
below. You may also stop by our Office
to pick it up (Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30).
Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Department
200 Fourth Ave. West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220
Name_________________________
Address_______________________
City_______________ Zip________

• MDH Radon Info: (651) 215-0909 or 1 (800) 798-9050

Prices good through December 31, 2006
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Library News and Updates

Changes made in late fees, printing fees, Prior Lake Library hours
It’s a new year at the Scott County
Libraries — and you may notice a few
changes.
First, the hours at the Prior Lake
Branch Library have changed. Their
new schedule is:
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
The decision to change the schedule was based on previous usage and the
desire to provide the best service we can
for our customers. The Savage Branch
Library, the New Prague Branch Library,
and the Shakopee Branch Library are
open on Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m..
Your Scott County Library card can be
used in all Scott County public libraries, all metro area public libraries, and
all of the public libraries in Minnesota.
Second, the Scott County Library
Board has authorized increases in fees
for some library materials, which became effective January 1, 2006. This is
the first time since 1992 that the library
system has increased late fees. (In fact,
in 1997 fees on videos were reduced
from $2 to $1 per day.)
We hope you will understand the
need for this decision. Our main objective and preferred outcome is to encourage library customers to return materials on time, which makes the best use of
our existing resources. Furthermore, any
increased income we receive from late
fees will be used to purchase additional
materials to meet the needs of our growing population.
The following changes took effect
on January 1:
Late fees increase to $0.30 per day
for…
Adult fiction books
Adult audio books (CD and cas
sette)
Adult magazines
All non-fiction books
All music CDs

•
•
•
•
•

Maximum late fees increase to $7
per item for these items and all videos
and DVDs (daily late fees of $1 remain
the same for DVDs and videos).
The current late fee of $0.10 per day
(and maximum of $5) remains in effect
for the following items:
Children’s “easies” (picture and
board books)
Juvenile fiction (chapter books)
Young adult (teen) fiction
Juvenile and young adult maga
zines
Juvenile and young adult audio
books (CD and cassette)

•
•
•
•
•

Third, all of the branch libraries
have received new copy machines.
Color copiers are now available at Savage, Shakopee, Prior Lake, and New
Prague. The cost of color copies has
decreased to only $0.50 per page. The
cost of color printing, however, increased to $0.50 per page. The cost of
black and while copies and prints remains $0.10 per page.
Finally, our web catalog
(www.unicorn.scott.lib.mn.us) will soon
be even more colorful and more useful.
The catalog will be able to show the covers of many books, summaries and reviews, table of contents, reading lists,
best seller lists, and more. We have also
added three new online resources — the
Science Resource Center, the complete
edition of the Star Tribune (including
pictures), and a legal forms database.
Visit our website (www.scott.lib.mn.us)
frequently to find out what is new and
what you can use.
Storytimes teach early literacy skills
Sure, you and your child enjoy our
library storytimes, but did you know we
are also teaching your child “early literacy” skills? While it’s typically too
early for storytime participants to read
on their own, these early literacy skills

teach preschoolers and toddlers what
they need to know about reading and
writing before they can actually read and
write!
Look for our storytellers using the
following six strategies that promote
early literacy (although not all at once,
of course!):

•

Vocabulary—Introducing new
words helps your child expand the language they use to describe objects and
ideas.
Print Motivation—Enjoyable
books and fun storytime experiences
help children get excited about books
and reading.
Narrative Skills—Strategies
such as predicting (“What do you think
is going to happen to the duck on the
bike?”), repeating (“Let’s all say ‘moo’
together when we see the cow,”), and
summarizing (“What happened to
Goldilocks in the bears’ house?”) help
children understand and retell stories and

•
•

develop their language skills.
Print Awareness—Children
learn that the letters and words on the
page are being read, and that books are
read from front to back.
Letter Knowledge—Alphabet
books, magnetic or felt letters/words,
and writing activities (like making name
tags) help children begin to recognize
letter shapes.
Phonological Awareness—
Reading rhyming books, stressing word
sounds, and experimenting with the
sounds of words all help children hear
and learn sounds associated with individual letters.

•
•
•

This information was developed by
the Early Literacy Initiative, a partnership between the Public Library Association and the National Institute of
Child Health & Human Development.
For more information on the project,
visit the website at www.ala.org/ala/pla/
plaissues/earlylit.

Scott County businesses report
high levels of recycling activity
In early January of each year, the Scott County
Environmental Health Department contacts Scott
County businesses to find out what they recycled the
previous year, including paper products (such as cardboard and office paper), used oil and oil filters, fluorescent lamps, automobile batteries, and various types
of metals, glass, and plastics. Some businesses recycle
other materials, such as electronic equipment and appliances.
This information is used to calculate the recycling
rate for Scott County. There is no obligation for our
local businesses to submit any information, yet their
high rates of recycling and their willingness to share
that information have combined to make Scott County
a recycling leader. This information then becomes part
of an annual report the County submits to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) called the
“Governor’s Select Committee on Recycling and the
Environment,” otherwise known as “the SCORE report.”
The state provides funding from dedicated state
tax revenue that provides a stable funding source for
recycling and waste reduction programs. The County
must provide at least a 25 percent match of state funds.
Funding from the SCORE program can be used for a
wide range of activities at the local level, including
recycling, efforts to reduce waste (source reduction),
operate a household hazardous waste (HHW) facility,
and educational programs. Each county is free to use
the tools that they feel are appropriate for their population and for the challenges of the local waste stream.
In 2004, the total amount of Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) collected in Scott County was 128,973.43 tons.

The amount of material recycled was 63,262.37 tons,
or 49.1 percent. With credits given by the state for
yard waste collection and various County solid waste
reduction programs, the final recycling rate for Scott
County in 2004 was 57.1 percent.
As a result of the recycling by area businesses,
everyone in Scott County benefits from funding that
is used to further educate the public on solid waste
issues. Scott County Environmental Health would like
to acknowledge all the following businesses that submitted data on materials that they recycled in Scott
County during 2004:
ADC Telecommunication
Ashland Chemical
K-Mart Distribution Center
Prior Lake Rental
Certified Appliance Recycling
Canterbury Park
Fremont Industries, Inc.
Chart, Inc.
Phillips & Temro Industries
Toro Company
Associated Mechanical
Ziegler Inc., GTE
Seagate Technoloy
Certainteed Corp.
Bor-Son Construction
The Material Handling Group
Rubber Industries, Inc.
Shakopee Valley Printing
Silgan Containers Corporation
Inland Paperboard and Packaging, Inc.
J R’s Appliance Disposal, Inc.
Appliance Recycling Centers of America
If any other businesses would like to submit information about their recycling activities, please
contact Steve Steuber from Scott County Environmental Health at (952) 496-8473.

Lead tackle
should be
replaced,
properly
disposed
Most fishing jigs and sinkers are made from
lead. However, over the years we have begun to
understand that lead in the environment can be
harmful to wildlife. Fortunately, there are many
less toxic alternatives available today, including
tackle made from materials such as zinc, tungsten, ceramic, steel, or bismuth. In fact, a wide
variety of lead-free tackle is available at most
local sporting goods stores as well as on the
internet.
As you replace your old fishing tackle, be
sure to dispose of the lead properly. Take time to
visit www.moea.state.mn.us/reduce/sinkers.cfm
for more information on the dangers of lead
tackle, and learn about lead tackle exchange
events, lead-free tackle alternatives, new regulations, and many other interesting subjects. You
can also bring your old lead tackle to the Scott
County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility for proper disposal.
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Safety SCENE
By the Scott County Sheriff’s Office

Runaway youth are frequently reported
Think back to when you were a youngster. Can you remember the anger you
felt at your parents or guardian because you couldn’t stay up to watch the late
movie or go over to a friend’s house or date a certain someone? Do you remember
thinking, “I’ll show them... I’ll run away!” Maybe you even packed a bag and
had a plan of action (like living in the old barn in the park until you got a job and
could afford your own place). Maybe you were one who did run away.
Children and teenagers often act impulsively. For reasons that make perfect
sense to them, some decide to run away from home. Each year, an estimated 1
million children — usually between the ages of 13 and 17 — run away from home.
While many children think about running away or may even threaten to run away
at some point during their childhood, for most children it never goes beyond a
threat. Yet unfortunately, for some parents, their first realization of a problem is
when the child runs away. Fenwick and Smith (1996) in Adolescence: The Survival Guide list three main causes for running away:
♦ Frequent family fights. Some of the most common issues are about the
child’s behavior, grades, friends, clothes, or staying out late.
♦ Worries that the child is afraid to tell you. Troubles at school, including
bullying, suspension, or poor grades, anxiousness about peer issues, sexual orientation, pregnancy, alcohol or drug problems – not unusual concerns for students.
♦ Situations at home where the child feels unable to cope. Running away
is usually a cry for help and may be the child’s way of escaping abuse, a stepparent, or dealing with the breakup of the parents’ marriage. These problems may be
the most difficult for the parent to deal with because the parent may not acknowledge the seriousness of the situation.
♦ In addition, transition times, such as moving to a new community or
school, are high-risk times for students. They may fantasize about their previous
community or have romantic ideas about life on the streets. Other warning signs
might include increased tension and decreased communication between the parents and the child or withdrawal.
Running away can be a frightening experience for both the child and the parents. Your child becomes vulnerable the moment he or she leaves home. When
considering all the dangers the runaway child may encounter, many parents feel
guilty, depressed, or even paralyzed by fear.
The good news? The typical runaway will likely not stay away for long,
usually about 48 hours to 14 days. Studies indicate that 50 percent of children
and youth who run away stay within ten
miles of their home. Usually, a runaway
will stay with friends and return home
on their own without much effort on the
part of the police of the parents. In 2005,
there were 307 runaway reports taken
throughout Scott County, including all
the cities. Of those 307, at the time of
this writing, only four were still considered missing runaways.
If your child runs away, it’s important that you stay calm. Your anxiety
may cause you to forget important details of your child’s appearance, behavior, names of friends, and/or typical hangouts. Gather up all the facts you know
about your teen. The more knowledge you have of your child’s acquaintances,
phone numbers, vehicle descriptions, parents’ names, et cetera, the better the chance
of recovering your child quickly.
Take action:
♦ Check with your child’s friends, school, neighbors, relatives, or anyone else who may know of your child’s whereabouts. Ask them to notify you if
they hear from the child. Speak with the parents of your child’s friends. Runaways frequently stay at a friend’s house by telling the parents they have permission. Continue to keep in touch with your child’s friends in a non-threatening way.
Inquire if any of your child’s friends are missing – especially romantic interests.
♦ Check the child’s room, school locker, and desk for clues regarding
where he or she may have gone. Review information stored on computers and
disks. Pay close attention to e-mail, chat, and instant message activity. Check
phone bills for contacts. Determine if possessions are missing, including withdrawals from bank accounts.
♦ Report the runaway to the local police or sheriff’s office. Have an
officer respond to your home to take the report. Write down the officer’s name,
badge number, contact number, and the report number.
♦ Give the police a recent photo of your child, along with all the information you can provide regarding friends, activities, hangouts, and interests.
♦ Keep a notebook logging all your actions, information received, and
follow up by either the police or yourself.
♦ Make sure your law enforcement agency enters your child’s name
and description into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) computer. This information will not give your child a police record, but may aid in
their return. For all law enforcement agencies in Scott County, this is a universal
practice. Most agencies will also send out a KOPS message. KOPS stands for
“Keep Our Police Safe,” and is more commonly known as an “attempt to locate”
or “all points bulletin.” These electronic messages are sent out to other agencies
surrounding Scott County.

Did your New Year’s resolutions include spending more time
volunteering? Contributing to worthwhile causes? Getting more
involved in the community? Scott County Volunteer Services
can help!
They’re looking for upbeat, positive people to consider spending a couple of hours a week as a “Friendly Visitor.” Our community has several ‘seniors’ who are waiting for someone to
visit with them on a weekly basis. This could involve visiting at
their homes, playing cards, watching a ball game together, going for walks in good weather, going out for pie and coffee, or taking them to the grocery store.
To register to be a volunteer
go to the Scott County website
www.co.scott.mn.us — click on
“Employment/Volunteering,” then
click on “Volunteers,” then “Volunteer Registration” – or simply
contact Jane Wiley, Community
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8169.

♦ Make posters or fliers and distribute them to locations your child and
other youth frequent, as well as truck stops, hospitals, treatment center, and local
businesses.
♦ If your child has run away before, contact the person with whom he/she
was found and/or search the location where he/she ran previously.
♦ Use call screening, caller ID, and last number features on your phone.
Leave messages on your answering machine and voicemail specifically for your
child. However you can, let your child know you love him and want him to return
home.
Runaway behavior is considered a “status offense,” meaning it warrants police
involvement. However, running away is not a crime or a criminal offense for which
a child would be confined to a juvenile detention facility. When the police retrieve
your child, know that they will plan to return your child home to you.
When your child is recovered or returns home, promptly notify the police,
school, friends, family, and places in which you distributed missing posters. If
your child has been missing for an extended period of time, a complete medical
exam is a good idea, including tests for sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy.
A child or teen often runs away as a means of managing a current conflict or
stressful situation. Remember that the current conflict or stressful situation is more
important to resolve than the fact that your child has run away. Take time to evaluate the complete situation. Listen to your child. His or her messages must take
priority in the re-establishment of your relationship. Develop a plan with your
child to work on the problems that exist within your home. Seek outside support,
as needed, to assist you in determining the best way to strengthen family relationships.
The return of your child can be a very emotional time. Your child may be
feeling guilty or humiliated for his actions. He may also be filled with fear of
anticipated punishment. As parents, you may feel great relief, sadness, and gratitude for having your child return safely. Express disapproval for your youth’s
actions, but let her know you love and care for her as an important, valuable person
in your life.
Parenting is never simple, especially when your kids reach the preteen and
teen years. This is the time when they are striving to become more independent.
Ask questions and listen actively. Set realistic rules. Compliment your child openly
and in front of others. Make sure your child knows you love him or her unconditionally. Working together to build communication and to improve the quality of
the relationship between the parent and the child may be the most effective prevention for running away.
Some facts about missing children:
♦ It has been estimated that 3,000 to 5,000 short-term, non-family abductions are reported every year.
♦ Of these, 200 to 300 are kidnappings in which a child is gone overnight,
killed, or transported a distance of 50 miles or more in which the kidnapper intends to keep the child permanently.
♦ The largest percentages of victims in non-family abductions are adolescent girls between the ages of 11 and 14, and boys between the ages of 6 and 9
years old.
♦ It is also estimated that 354,000 family abductions occur annually. Fortysix percent involve the concealment of a child, transportation out of a state, and an
intent to permanently alter custody.
♦ In addition to these numbers, approximately 127,000 children are forced
out of their homes, are not allowed back in their homes, or are abandoned and
deserted.
♦ Keep in mind these numbers do not reflect runaways.
For more information on missing children and runaways, visit the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension at www.dps.state.mn.us/bca or the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children at www.missingkids.org

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical Society to host Smithsonian exhibit
Local recipes, stories, art related to food sought for exhibit
each month, afternoon club at 1 p.m. and
evening club at 6:30 p.m. in the Stans
House
♦ Scott County Crazy Quilters:
meets the fourth Thursday of each month
at 6:00 p.m.
♦ Exhibit: Souvenirs: Collecting
Experience runs through March 2006.

The Scott County Historical Society (SCHS) – Where History is Fun!
Engaging Exhibits, Hands-on Activities, Exciting Events, and More!
THE SMITHSONIAN IS COMING! The Special Smithsonian Institute Museum on Main Street Exhibit,
Key Ingredients: America by Food, arrives in Minnesota July 2006 — first
stop… the Scott County Historical Society!
Key Ingredients: America by Food,
explains the little-known, the everyday,
and the obvious through an entertaining
and informative overview of our
country’s diverse regional cooking and
eating traditions. It investigates how
culture, ethnicity, landscape, and traditions influence foods and flavors we
enjoy across the nation. Key Ingredients demonstrates how food on the
American table is rooted in centuries of
continuous borrowing and sharing between people across generations, across
cultures, and across the land. In addition, it underscores the contributions
made by Native American cultures to our
palate and eating habits. It also addresses
the entrepreneurial spirit on which many
food production industries are based,
such as those of food pioneers Heinz,
Campbell, and Borden. Key Ingredients
inspires the gathering, celebration, and
preservation of the finest of what rural
America has to offer.
Through artifacts, photographs, and
illustrations, Key Ingredients examines
the evolution of the American kitchen
and explores how food industries have
responded to technological innovations
enabling Americans to choose from an
ever-wider variety of frozen, prepared,
and fresh foods. Key Ingredients looks
beyond the home to restaurants, diners,
and celebrations that help build a sense
of community through food; it addresses
subjects such as farming, table manners,
agricultural history, food markets, and
kitchen gadgets in a lively presentation
that stimulates comparisons between
then and now, and between the place we
call home and regions far removed from
our own experience.
The Scott County Historical Society is developing several projects to coincide with the Smithsonian Institution
exhibit Key Ingredients: America by
Food, including…
♦

Local Key Ingredient exhibit
component
♦ “Old Fashioned” 4th of July celebration

February:
♦ 20 – Closed for Presidents’ Day.
March:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Juried Art Show – with a food
twist
Cooking classes and demonstrations
“Victory” Garden
Ice Cream Social
Unique Scott County cookbook
Much more!

Scott County Historical Society
Seeks Recipes… and the Stories and
Traditions that underlie them. To
complete the local exhibit component,
SCHS is collecting recipes, and the stories and traditions that underlie them.
(All recipes and stories must have a Scott
County connection to be included in the
project.) Some of these recipes and stories will be expanded into oral history
interviews to become the basis for a regional exhibit within Key Ingredients on
local food traditions, and developed into
a unique Scott County cookbook.
Share your favorite recipe and the
stories behind it with Patrick Rodgers,
Curator of Education and Collections,
at (952) 445-0378 or via e-mail at
info@scottcountyhistory.org, or stop by
the museum at 235 Fuller Street South,
Shakopee. Interested in learning to collect oral histories? Contact Patrick
Rodgers for information and training.
Attention all Scott County Artists!
Call for Entry
SCHS is conducting a Juried Art
Show, July 1 – August 8, during the run
of the Smithsonian exhibit. Use a favorite recipe to create an original piece of
art that best represents the recipe. (Examples include individual ingredients,
utensils, special technique, final dishes,
et cetera.) Any medium is welcome,
including sculpture, painting/drawing,
collage, found art, photography (there
must be a Scott County connection either through the artist or the recipe). For
details and an entry form, contact
Kathleen Klehr at (952) 445-0378 or e-

mail kklehr@scottcountyhistory. org.
Get in on the Action!
Various committees are being
formed to develop and implement these
projects. Don’t miss out on the fun. Call
now to participate in this exhibit. All
inquires are welcome, contact Kathleen
Klehr at (952) 445-0378 or via e-mail
at kklehr@scottcountyhistory.org.
Key Ingredients: America by Food
has been made possible in Scott County
by the Minnesota Humanities Commission. Key Ingredients is part of Museum
on Main Street, a collaboration between
the Smithsonian Institution and the Federation of State Humanities Councils.
Support for Museum on Main Street has
been provided by the United States Congress, the John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation, and The Hearst Foundation.
2006 Winter/Spring Events
& Programs
Ongoing:
♦ All Things Minnesota - SCHS
Book Clubs: meet the third Thursday of

♦ 9 – House Detective: Shakopee
Community Education workshop at
SCHS, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
♦ 14 – From Ghost Towns to
Boom Towns: Jordan Community Education workshop, 6:30 p.m.
♦ 16 – Saving Family Treasures:
New Prague Community Education
workshop, 6 – 8:00 p.m.
♦ 24 – Souvenirs: Collecting Experience: Exhibit closes.

April:
♦ 6 – From the Ground to the Gut:
Agriculture & Invention in Scott Count:,
Exhibit opening 6:30 p.m.
♦ 13 – Coffee Talk: Heritage
Seeds: presented by plant expert Rich
Williams, 6:30 p.m.
♦ 29 – Family Hands-On History
Day: with the Scott/Carver Threshers.

Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society, 235 Fuller St. S.., Shakopee,
55379, (952) 445-0378, www.scott
countyhistory.org Events are subject to
change. There are fees for some events,
so please call ahead.

Three boys eating hot dogs at the Minnesota State Fair. (1947 -- Minnesota
Historical Society photo)

Horse Owner Education Day set for March 11
The University of Minnesota Extension Services of Carver and Scott Counties is offering the Second Annual Horse
Owner Education Day on Saturday,
March 11 from 10 a.m. (registration at
9:30 a.m.) to 3 p.m. at Central High
School in Norwood Young America.
The program offers unbiased, researchbased information and knowledgeable
speakers identified specifically for our
region by a committee of local horse
experts and enthusiasts. The National
Animal Identification System and impacts on equine markets and owners will
be discussed over the lunch hour.
Speakers for this program include
University of Minnesota faculty and
staff as well as local veterinarians and
horse professionals. The program is for
educational purposes only and no vendors will be present. The topics are as

follows:
♦ Visual hay evaluation; Laura
Kieser, Carver/Scott County Extension
Educator
♦ Preparing for foaling; Wind n’
Wood Farm, Foaling Barn
♦ Lameness and Laminitis; Dr.
Pam Adams, DVM – Buffalo Vet Clinic
♦ First aid; Dr. Shayne Marker,
DVM – Waconia Vet Clinic
♦ Pasture management; Betsy
Gilkerson, Hennepin County Extension
Educator
♦ Poisonous plants; Krishona
Martinson – Regional Extension Educator
♦ Trail riding destinations in Minnesota; MN Trail Riders Association
♦ Are my truck and trailer safe?
Sgt. Paul Davis, MN State Patrol

Pre-registration is required. The cost
to attend the program is $25 per person,
which includes lunch and printed materials. For more information on this program and to print a registration form,
please visit www.extension.umn.edu/
horse. You may also contact Laura
Kieser, Agriculture Extension Educator,
by e-mail at lkieser@co.scott.mn.us or
by phone at (952) 492-5410 if you have
additional questions.

The Scott County
SCENE is produced in
part with funding from
the Office of Environmental Assistance. It
is printed on recycled
paper. Please recycle it
again.

Page 14 Scott County SCENE February/March 2006

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

Veterans’ service organizations serve
communities, needs of members
Happy New Year, everyone! I hope that your holiday season was an enjoyable
one.
As we all know, the New Year is a time for fresh starts. It allows us the opportunity to start something new, or to restart something we have not done for some
time. As veterans or family members of veterans we often ask, “What can I do to
make it better for other veterans?” One of the most important things that we can do
is to support the various veteran service organizations.
Most of us are familiar with groups such as the American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW), Disabled American Veterans (DAV), Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA), Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH), and AMVETS…
just to name a few. These organizations do more than operate the local post clubs
and sponsor youth baseball; they make up the collective voice of veterans on the
national political stage. All major legislation regarding veterans’ benefits has been
influenced by these service organizations.
These organizations also fund the National Service Officer programs. These
service officers are an integral part of the claims process. We often refer to them as
your “power of attorney” (or POA). All County Veteran Service Officers route
veterans’ claims through these officers, who are highly trained and skilled in the
laws and regulations regarding veterans’ benefits. Without them, we would not be
nearly as successful as we are in getting you your benefits.
These are the big picture functions of the service organizations. The individual
posts also play a major role in community programs on the local level. For example, the American Legion and VFW participate in the Scott County Future Leaders program. Each year the local posts donate funds and volunteers to assist us in
this wonderful event, in which 100 local students are transported to the Scott County
Government Center to participate in a mock trial, a mock board meeting, or some
other activity related to leadership and government. Without the assistance of these
local posts, this program would not be possible.
So, how can you help? Join! Most veterans are eligible for membership in
one or more of these service organizations. Most of them have websites where you
can find what the membership criteria are. If you are the spouse or dependent of a
veteran, you may be eligible for membership in the many auxiliary groups sponsored by the service organizations. Your support will go a long way in taking care
of America’s heroes.
For more information on membership eligibility, please contact your local post
or search the web for information regarding a particular organization.

Emergency, intermediate,
and retirement savings
add to financial security
Have you heard a financial educator say that you need three to six months
worth of expenses in a savings account?
(If you have, then you likely thought,
“Oh sure, get real?!”) While saving is
always a challenge, there are really three
types of savings accounts you should
work at building. Each is important, but
save them in the order listed.
Emergency cash, perhaps $200 to
$500 in liquid cash. Liquid means you
could get this cash for immediate use,
usually from a savings account (earning
little or no interest). If this is a stretch,
try to put $5 per each pay period into
savings. Anything would help with an
unexpected bill.
Intermediate savings to cover living costs in case of illness, layoff or income loss. This is the three to six months
worth of money that often seems unattainable. It doesn’t have to cover all your
monthly expenses, but enough to cover
those bills where missing a payment
could mean the loss of housing, or loss
of a vehicle to get to a new job, or loss
of heat.
If you can put away one
month’s worth, you will be able to have
30 days to find new employment; two
months’ worth buys you 60 days to pay
those crucial bills. Every month’s worth
saved will help in an income crisis.
Retirement savings. A retirement

account is different from the other two
because you want this money to grow,
meaning it needs to be earning interest.
To save the maximum amount for later
life, you need to save each pay period,
invest this money, and then leave it
alone. It is a long-term savings account.
We can’t always save a lot of our
paycheck, but we all need some savings.
√ Start to save now, even if it
isn’t much money… it will add up.
√ Have the saving deducted
from your paycheck and transferred to
a savings or investment account. This
reduces the temptation to spend it.
√ Sleep better at night knowing
you are planning for future needs.
Need help on where that money will
come from? Call Susan Hooper at the
Scott County office of the University of
Minnesota Extension Service at (952)
492-5383.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Struggling with debt?
Extension Service offers help
Many families are struggling with
debt, spending up to 100 percent of each
paycheck to cover minimum payments
on credit bills, car loans, and mortgages,
with no money for savings or daily expenses. If this sounds a little too familiar, don’t delay getting help and making
changes.
New directives in the credit card
business will call for higher minimum
payments of approximately four percent
of your principal debt (instead of the
current two to 2 ½ percent). This will
be difficult for many families to come
up with, as they are already in budget
difficulty.
The first step is to stop charging
now. You need to lower your credit expenses so that the minimum payments
will be lower — eventually allowing you
to pay more than the minimum each bill.
Step two involves putting together
a spending plan. Note all your sources
of income and all expenses. For one
month, keep a written record of every
penny you spend. This needs to include
spending by all family members. Keep
a notebook with you to ensure an accurate record. This isn’t fun, but you will
get a more accurate record of your
spending habits.
Next, use your spending plan to
actually plan your spending ability.
You can’t be constantly spending what
you aren’t bringing in as income without running into serious debt. If there
are multiple adults or older children in-

volved in the earning and spending for
your household, include all of them in
this discussion. Help all individuals
understand that you can’t spend what
you don’t have.
If your family is spending more than
it brings in, there are only two methods
of stopping the leaks. You can spend
less or increase your income. There
are countless combinations of those two
choices, but that is the basic formula for
staying out of financial difficulty.
P.S. Don’t forget to include savings
as a non-negotiable expense!
This sounds easy, but it takes good
communication skills, discipline, and a
real desire to get your debt level and
spending under control. If you would
like help exploring any of these suggestions, contact Sue Hooper at the Scott
County office of the University of Minnesota Extension office (952) 492-5383.
She will help you put an accurate picture of your spending habits together and
help you explore options for change.
You don’t have to live in financial stress.

Record transactions to
protect against overdrafts
Heading for a great shopping trip,
you stop at the ATM, get your money,
crumple your receipt, and drive off with
anticipation of a good time. When you
get your next bank statement, you find
out you are overdrafted on your checking account and have been charged a fee.
Sound familiar?
Those fees are wasted money. And
no, the “bank didn’t do this to you.”
Subtracting withdrawals of ATM
and debit card expenses is a very important part of using your money to have
fun, not pay extra fees. You need to write
those “expenses” in your checkbook and
subtract them from your balance (the
amount in the bank which you have to
spend). This should be done promptly
so you don’t forget to subtract or forget
the exact amount. Remember, when you
use a debit card or get money from an
ATM machine, you have “spent” that
money and it has been taken out of your
checking account.
Check with your bank about overdraft protection programs, but be sure

and ask about the fees for those programs. The best practice is to not spend
money you don’t have in your checking
account.
For help on keeping your spending
in check, or for a program on money
management or credit and debt, call the
Scott County office of the University of
Minnesota Extension Service at (952)
492-5383 and visit with our Family Resource Management educator, Susan
Hooper.

Are you looking for a place to volunteer?
Join other Scott County volunteers and use your
time and talent to help others in our community.
Register on the Scott County website
www.co.scott.mn.us
Click on “Employment/Volunteering”
Click on “Volunteers”
Then “Volunteer Registration,” or call Jane
Wiley, Community Coordinator, at
(952) 496-8169

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Wild weather in Scott County history
As we think back on 2005 — and on the terrible
tsunamis, hurricanes and earthquakes that are already
an important part of world history — Minnesotans
should find little to complain about weather-wise. Our
extreme cold, heavy snows, and mosquito-plagued
summers seem rather insignificant next to the power
of a Hurricane Katrina. Just as we gain perspective
through events that happened only a few months ago,
historical records can help us reflect on how earlier
Scott County residents survived the elements, from
blizzards and floods to droughts and locust plagues.
A search through the photographs and archives at the
Scott County Historical Society reveals the fortitude,
ingenuity, and even enjoyment of past residents when
severe weather struck.
A Life Changing Storm
In various settlements throughout what became
Scott County, the Dakota witnessed all types of weather
during their hundred years in the Minnesota River
Valley. Samuel Pond, a missionary to the Dakota who
lived among Chief Shakpe’s band in the 1830s, described the near-death experience of a Dakota acquaintance. Cloud Man, chief of a village on Lake Calhoun,
told Pond of being caught in a blizzard while hunting
on the plains near the Missouri River. He and his companions pulled blankets over themselves and lay down
where they were, letting the snow cover them in cold,
but protective, pockets to wait out the storm. To his
surprise, Cloud Man and each of his companions
emerged the next day alive, although weak from cold.
During his confinement in his little bubble of snow,
Cloud Man thought about farming, a controversial
occupation for the Dakota, who were primarily hunters. After the storm, he did indeed begin one of the
first Dakota agricultural settlements on Lake Calhoun,
an experimental village known as “Eatonville.”1
Early Settlers and Weather Worries
Scott County received an influx of settlers after
the 1851 treaties with the Dakota that opened the land
to settlement. One of the earliest pioneers to the
Shakopee area, Moses Titus, described the first lonely
winter of the few settlers who arrived almost before
the ink on the treaties was dry:
“The winter was long, and cold, no news, no festivities, no pleasures, parties, no dancing (unless to
warm freezing toes), and no papers from St. Paul or
Ft. Snelling…Our town proprietor [Thomas A.
Holmes] did not starve, his Indian friends brought him
plenty of venison; potatoes were to be had at the old
[S. W. Pond] Mission site and towards spring our heroes in their rambles captured a large bear. This was
rare sport, and furnished them with food, and fun, for
a full month.”
Not that weather was less worrisome when spring
arrived, as Titus went on to point out: “The winter
[ended] in due time. Years come and go, Shakopee or
no Shakopee, and with the spring, the floods came,
the winds blew, and from the foot of the bluff, on the
south side of the Minnesota River, to the bluff on the
north, was one continuous sheet of water. The Indian
canoe glided to and fro from above the window.”2
As Minnesota opened up to Anglo settlement, it
was “pitched” to eager pioneers in various ways. Some
writers tried to counter rumors of a harsh environment.
Others proclaimed the vigor and “robustness” gained
from the cold, dry climate. Writing in 1853, Wesley
Bond strongly put forward the case for a stalwart northern temperament among the settlers: “To begin with,
if you are of that incorrigible class of persons who
have taken it into their brains that no part of this great
globe is habitable, by reason of the cold, to a higher
degree of latitude than about forty degrees north, we
have no use for you.”3
A Cloud of Locusts
While the cold and snow of winter was probably
foremost on settlers’ minds, nature produced other
surprises. In 1857, a storm cloud of another sort covered Minnesota as a plague of locusts ravaged the settlers’ fields. Newton Southworth of Belle Plaine described what he saw in a letter of August 28, 1857:
“I am fearful that the grasshoppers may visit this
frontier of the Territory. They are now within a few
miles of here destroying everything in their way. They
will go into a field of wheat of 25 or 30 acres and eat
it whole in a few hours…This afternoon for nearly two
hours the air was full of the grasshoppers. They passed

her he was quite comfortable
in the heated car, and had even
taken off his shoes. Snow
piled up underneath the car
and clogged the exhaust pipe,
flooding the car with carbon
monoxide and killing the men.
In Shakopee, an electrical
highline snapped, which sent
the town into utter darkness.
Those with electric heating
had to wait out a very cold
night. Snow plows could not
get through because of all the
stranded cars. In and around
Belle Plaine and Shakopee,
every hotel, farmhouse, and
public building was filled with
stranded motorists or school
children seeking shelter. In
New Prague, 200 turkeys
froze as farmer Edward Palma
tried to get them to shelter.7
These stories are not
merely tall tales of exceptional
This March 1899 photo shows C.J. Strunk checking out the snow
weather. Part of their historidepth along First Street in Shakopee.
cal value is the way they show
the
interaction
between
society and our environment.
over my house and but a very few left the main flock.
Some
of
these
interactions,
such as locust plagues and
We have some 130 hens and chickens, and it was fine
blizzards,
are
humbling,
putting
a stop to social life as
sport to them when a grasshopper came to the ground—
“usual”
and
leaving
us
at
nature’s
mercy. These stoThese grasshoppers are from the North and bound in a
ries
also
show
how
people
adapted
to radical changes
southeasterly course and wherever they light they dein
their
environment,
helping
each
other cope with
stroy every green thing. They devour everything in 24
nature’s
antagonism
and
upholding
social
bonds that
hours time. I hope we may be spared from their rav4
we
rely
on
during
times
of
distress.
We
see
this in the
ages.”
way people opened their homes to strangers in Belle
Plaine during the 1940 blizzard, and how men who
“A Glorious Old Storm”
March of 1899 saw a major snowfall in Shakopee. had lost their jobs in the Great Depression labored to
A photograph from the time shows C.J. Strunk look- save Cedar Lake during the 1936 drought. And, of
ing over his shoveling work in front of the businesses course, there are lessons about preparedness and safety
along First Street. In front of Strunk a hitching post is to be learned from every storm or disaster, whether
dwarfed by a pile of snow. The photograph tells us it’s the 1906 earthquake and fire that leveled San Fransomething of winter weather gear at the turn of the cisco or last year’s Gulf Coast hurricanes. Studying
century. Only one person in the picture is wearing history is one way to prepare for future crises. If you
what we would think of today as a winter jacket — the would like to know more about this topic, visit the
man at the right in the fur coat and hat. The rest have Scott County Historical Society on the web and search
ventured out to shovel in coats and ties (though it could our collections at www.scottcountyhistory.org.
be that it was not all that cold that March). Another
photograph taken just after the storm shows the snow
removal system in 1899 — two men with a horsedrawn wagon who haul the snow away. The Argus
dismissed what looks from the photographs to have
been a major storm, saying, “Wasn’t that a glorious
old storm we had Saturday night and Sunday? There
is no scarcity of snow here at this writing.”5
A Depression Drought
In marked contrast to the winter weather mentioned
above, the summer of 1936 brought a terrible drought
to all of Minnesota. For almost 13 days, the temperature barely dropped below an unbearable 100 degrees.6
Lake levels around the County dropped dramatically
as people slept out of doors to find some coolness at
night. Parts of Prior Lake resembled grassland. The
shallower Cedar Lake near New Prague went so dry
that the Civilian Conservation Corps, a Depressionera relief organization, worked to save it. They installed a diversion dam that channeled water from a
nearby ditch into the dry lake bed. The water helped
raise the lake level until the rains returned.
The Armistice Day Blizzard
Even with the modern conveniences of heating,
electricity, and automobiles, severe weather still
wreaked havoc in Scott County in the 1940s. November 11 was Armistice Day, a day marking peace at the
end of World War I. But in 1940, on the verge of
another World War, the day was anything but peaceful. Fine fall weather turned abruptly into a hard freezing rain that coated the streets. By mid-morning the
snow was falling, as well as the temperature, and by
midday the blizzard was in full force. Local papers
describe the escalating dangers of “tornadic winds”
and “15-foot drifts.” Motorists were apparently taken
by surprise, and had to abandon their cars as the roads
became impassable. The only human deaths in Scott
County were two Minneapolis men who stayed in their
car near Belle Plaine to wait out the storm. One of
them wrote to his girlfriend to pass the time, telling

“Snow Baby” picture from 1930s, Shakopee
1 Samuel Pond, Dakota Life in the Upper Midwest. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1986: 10-11); Roy Meyer, History of the
Santee Sioux. (Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press, 1993: 49-50).
2 Speech by Moses Titus to the Good Templars Lodge, 1879. MHS
manuscript collection C.F.612.55.T623.
3 Wesley Bond, Minnesota and its Resources. (NY: Redfield, 1853:
161).
4 Newton Southworth Papers, MHS Archives, A/.S728.
5 Scott County Argus, March 16, 1899.
6 Loris Sofia Gregory, “Weather Permitting,” Minnesota History 57/
8 (Winter 2001): 406-417.
7 Shakopee Argus-Tribune, Nov. 14, 1940; Belle Plaine Herald, Nov.
14, 1940; Belle Plaine Herald, Nov. 21, 1940.
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News fron the SWCD

Landowners sought for habitat improvement program
The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for
Scott County landowners who want to
develop and improve wildlife habitat
primarily on private land. Through
WHIP, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service provides both technical assistance and up to 75 percent costshare assistance to establish and improve
fish and wildlife habitat. WHIP agreements between NRCS and the participant generally last from five to ten years
from the date the agreement is signed.
WHIP has proven to be a highly effective and widely accepted program
across the country. By targeting wildlife
habitat projects on all lands and aquatic
areas, WHIP provides assistance to conservation minded landowners who are
unable to meet the specific eligibility
requirements of other USDA conserva-

tion programs.
Example wildlife habitat plans include wetland restorations and native
grass/forb plantings.
Program eligibility requires landowners to own a minimum of five acres
and have control of the land during the
cost/share agreement period.
Almost any type of land may be eligible, including:
Grassland
Woodland and Pastureland
Wetlands
Streams and Riparian Areas
Agricultural or Non-agricultural
Land
Please contract NRCS Soil Conservation Technician Andy Porupsky at
(952) 492-5425 for planning assistance
and/or additional information.

•
•
•
•
•

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program provides landowners with technical
assistance and up to 75 percent of the cost of planting habitat for wildlife,
such as the native grass/forb planting shown above..

Tree seedlings
available for
spring
planting

17

13

282

13

Consider starting a new family tradition by planting trees every spring.
Planting trees is both a great family activity and great for the environment.
Start a tradition with your children to
build memories that will last a lifetime!
Now is the time to place your order for
your tree seedlings for spring planting.
This year, the District is carrying 42
different species some of those include
white spruce, lilac, red maple, sugar
maple, and white pine. All of our stock
is bare root transplants and seedlings
ranging in size from 6" - 24". Because
the Tree Program is aimed at rural and
urban conservation purposes — including windbreaks, reforestation, erosion
control, and food/cover plots for wildlife — the trees are sold in bundles of
fifty each.
There are many benefits of having
a well-designed tree planting around
your home and or buildings. Studies of
windbreaks have shown reductions of
winter fuel consumption by 20 to 30
percent. Windbreaks also beautify the
yard area and create feed, nesting areas,
and cover for songbirds and other wildlife species. Plantings can be located to
catch and deposit snow before is reaches
the buildings or feedlot area, thus reducing the energy and costs to remove the
snow from these areas.A price list and
order blank can be obtained by contacting Jodi Worm at (952) 492-5416 or by
stopping at the office at 7151 West 190th
Street, Suite 125, Jordan (Scott County
Fairgrounds). Information and order
form are also available at our website at
www.scottswcd.org.

