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Enjoy the winter
Three Rivers Parks offer an
array of outdoor activities
Pages 8 & 9

Discover holiday traditions of 19th century Minnesotans
The annual Folkways of the Holidays is underway at The Landing - Minnesota River Heritage Park in
Shakopee. Visitors can enjoy folk art performances, riding a horse-drawn trolley, and tours of homes with
culturally distinct decorations, crafts, and food. Remaining dates include Dec. 13, Dec. 20 (featuring live
reindeer and Santa visit) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Dec. 14 and 21 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Gate fee applies.

Stay safe on the ice
Sheriff provides ice safety tips
Page 13

Dreaming about gardens?

SCHS Museum Library, volunteers can help
When you are gathering with family for the holidays
this season, it may be a good time to pull out a pen and an
“ancestor chart” to try to ¿ll some blanks in your family
history. Uncle Wally and your great-grandmother may be
a wealth of information.
The charts, available from the Scott County Historical
Society (SCHS), are extremely helpful in tracking your
family ancestry, said Betty Dols, a long-time volunteer at
the SCHS museum in Shakopee who once worked as a
professional genealogist.
“It always starts with you and what you know,” she
said. ”<ou ¿ll in as much as you and your relatives know
and then you can begin your research.”
The SCHS library isn’t ¿lled with thousands of books,
but it does have many of the resources necessary to do
extensive genealogy research.
On a recent November day, Shelley Shepherd from
-ordan was in the library reviewing a ¿lm she ordered
from the Salt Lake City Library, where Mormons keep
the most extensive genealogy research in the country. The
¿lm was sent to the SCHS museum for .50 and was
GENEALOGY RESEARCH to page 3

Betty Dols of Shakopee shows her family genealogy
book that led her into a career as a genealogist. Since
retiring, she volunteers at the Scott County Historical
Society Museum Library. Behind her are shelves of
family genealogy books from Scott County families.

SMSC, SCALE receive national honors
ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Scott County Government Center
200 Fourth Avenue West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SHAKOPEE, MN
55379
PERMIT No. 155

Master Gardeners provide tips,
offer classes, plan Garden Fever
Pages 6 & 16

Researching your family history?

The Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) received
an Honoring Nations award in October from the Harvard University
Project on American Indian Economic Development. The SMSC’s
nomination of the Scott County Association for /eadership and Ef¿ciency (SCALE) was selected as an
Honors recipient, the Honoring Nations award for excellence in Native
American tribal governance.
SCALE consists of more than
30 members, including the SMSC,
all of which are governments or
agencies in Scott County. The organization formed in 2003 to foster
regional collaboration, better serve
local residents, and share resources
to save money.
“SCALE has helped improve
communication, trust and cooperation between the SMSC and neighboring governments,” said SMSC
SMSC AWARD to page 12

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community accepted an Honoring
Nations award in October from the Harvard University Project on American
Indian Economic Development. Pictured (l. to r.) are Tribal Administrator
Bill Rudnicki, Secretary/Treasurer Lori Watso, Community Member
Melinda Stade Agundis, and Chairman Charlie Vig.
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

/ocaO eOected of¿ciaOs shouOd
serve on Metropolitan Council
In the last edition of the SCENE, I wrote about our regional bureaucracy, the
Metropolitan Council. The focus of that article was primarily about our electoral
process… and the fact that the Metropolitan Council is an un-elected body making
regional policy. My perspective has always been that a governing process is broken
when we have people which have not been elected serving as this policymaking
-- and taxing -- authority. As with many of my features, I received feedback from
a variety of people with differing perspectives; some agreeing with my concerns,
and some supporting the current structure. However, many simply indicated that
they thought the Metropolitan Council should be eliminated. However, I believe
that would be a serious mistake.
With increasing competition for economic development, the importance of a
metropolitan planning and coordinating body is critically important. Many of the
systems we rely upon – highways, transit, airports, waste water, parks, et cetera –
truly need a regional perspective to ensure the most ef¿cient and effective use of
public dollars and assure that none of the areas within the region are ignored. In
addition, encouraging local governments to participate in collective action for the
good of the region is not only ¿scally responsible, it is essential to the long term
success of the region as a whole.
2ver the past several months, there have been signi¿cant media coverage and
political debates over issues raised by the ¿ve suburban counties regarding the
Metropolitan Council and its proposed Transportation Policy Plan (TPP). In a recent MinnPost article (“In defense of the Metropolitan Council”), the author ¿nds
some fault with how the Council has operated in the recent past, yet he concludes
that we should continue to support it. I found the article interesting, and -- if the
conclusion had been we should support having a well-functioning metropolitan
planning organization – I would have wholeheartedly agreed. However, to support
the Council as it exists today troubles me.
Over the past decade, there has been a fundamental shift in public management. In many ways, governance has been replacing typical government in how
services are planned and delivered. Collaborative relationships (through informal
and sometimes formal partnerships) are emerging as an alternative to the standard
hierarchical system. Locally, we have seen this change facilitated through the Scott
County Association for Leadership and (f¿ciency (SCAL() and its many off-shoots
targeting differing needs, such as Families and Individuals Sharing Hope (FISH),
First Stop Shop (FSS), Transit Review Board (TRB), and others that are moving us
forward. This fundamental transformation in how we do business seems inevitable
when you consider the fast-changing, highly mobile, resource-challenged, and extremely complex environment in which we live. If done effectively, good regional
planning can drive this fundamental shift. However, regional governance that is
overly controlling and focused too narrowly can quickly become a hindrance as opposed to a catalyst. And herein lies the rub with the current Metropolitan Council.
When it was created in the late 1960s, the Metropolitan Council was a planning
agency only. Members were appointed by the Governor for a speci¿c term. This
structure provided for continuity and stability by affording council members the
ability to continue to serve even when a change in state administration occurred. In
addition, as a planning and coordinating (but not an operating) agency, the Council
had greater credibility with local governments.
However, in a well-intended search of greater ef¿ciency, economy, and effectiveness, the Legislature made a decision to fundamentally change the Council’s
structure. The members’ terms were changed from ¿xed four-year terms to being
co-terminus with the Governor. Additionally, they now serve at the pleasure of the
Governor so that, in essence, the Council is more like a state agency as opposed to
a regional planning entity. Further, the Council moved from being planners and coordinators to operators – particularly as the wastewater and metro transit functions
were moved from independent operations to be a part of the Council’s system. This
change in structure and focus over the years has negatively impacted the relationship with local governments and the Council.
To be effective, the Metropolitan Council needs to have positive and trusting
relationships that are metropolitan-wide, intergovernmentally-oriented, and politically and culturally in tune with the region’s local governments. And this is more
likely to happen if the Council is primarily comprised of locally elected of¿cials.
While elected of¿cials can and, at times, will be parochial in their pursuits, the very
nature of their positions will move them to look for compromise. They inherently
respect each other, and when they can, they will avoid intergovernmental competition. To be certain, collaboration only occurs when there is a high level of trust
among partners.
The Council’s role was intended to be one of coordinating with local governments in terms of land use and the planning of our regional wastewater, parks,
and transportation systems. Regional planning and this coordination are essential
to our continued success. Yet as currently structured, the Council has lost the
con¿dence and trust of many, perhaps most, local governments across the entire
region. I believe this can only be regained by locally elected of¿cials serving as
our regional planning body.

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Commissioners’ Corner
December 16
December 23
December 30

County Board meetings through February 2015
----

County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

-----

Regular Annual County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated above)
at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at www.
co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, and
minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on
your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers for
broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetings,
contact the County Administration of¿ce at (92) 496-100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to serve on
the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are provided with a
per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings. If you have any questions
or are interested in serving on one of these committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@
co.scott.mn.us or via e-mail at (92) 496-601. For more information regarding a speci¿c
committee, visit the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County
Government,” then “Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please
note that some of the vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for
another term.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). There are currently two vacancies on this Board, one each in Commissioner Districts 3 and 5. This Board is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they
relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are
¿ve citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are
appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color
and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets
every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (5 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of
three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there are ¿ve vacancies on the council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 5. Members serve
two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates
in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation
of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations concerning the
annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives,
reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding
Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and
consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers. If you are interested in water resources, preserving the environment, and protecting the Minnesota River and
its unique natural resources, then you may be interested in becoming a Watershed District
Manager. The Lower Minnesota River Watershed District is looking for an individual to
represent Scott County on its Board of Managers.
Managing resources on a watershed scale is a challenge: Watersheds cover large areas
and have many different stakeholders. A watershed district manager presides over the business of the District as it relates to its ¿nances, conservation of natural resources, regulation
of land-disturbing activities, Àood control, and the protection and improvement of water
resources. Additionally, the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District business includes
managing material dredged from the Minnesota River to improve recreational and commercial navigation.
If you are interested, you must be a resident of the District. Members must have a desire
to serve, a keen interest in the preservation of water resources with particular emphasis on
maintaining water quality standards, and an interest in water problems from both a social
and a government standpoint. The District includes portions of the cities Savage and Shakopee, and Jackson and Louisville townships in Scott County. Because of the nature of
the Board, it is helpful to have members who have a background in water conservation,
farming, development, law, engineering, environment, administration, et cetera. Managers attend regularly scheduled meetings of the district board and other meetings related to
the business of the district. Managers are responsible for promoting district activities and
maintaining cooperative working relationships with local, state and federal agencies and
organizations. A member of the Board is expected to be able to spend approximately 12 or
more hours each month on Watershed District work.
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers (1 vacancy). The
Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews
of land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities with local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the
public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The Board meets the second
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. Members must reside within the Watershed District. The
deadline for applying for this position is January 15, 2015.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This ninemember committee advises the Joint Powers Board regarding its duties under the Joint
Powers Agreement including the responsibility to guide implementation of the watershed
management plan and annual work plan and budget, and recommend action regarding disputes pursuant to the joint powers agreement. The WPC meets on the second Wednesday of
COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER to page 3
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Free tax
help available

Qualifying taxpayers can get free
help preparing their federal and state
income tax returns at locations across
Minnesota. You can get this help if any
of the following are true:
 You are a senior citizen (age 65
or older);
 You are disabled;
 You speak limited or no English;
or
 Your income is 52,000 or less.

Merger moving forward
Prior Lake and Shakopee Board members joined the Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA) Board in late
September. Activities are moving forward with the merger, effective Jan. 1, 2015. MVTA Board members, from left,
are: Michael Luce (Shakopee), Clint Hooppaw (MVTA Chair, Apple Valley), Bill Coughlin (Burnsville), Liz Workman
(Dakota County), Jane Victorey (Savage), Beverley Miller (MVTA Executive Director), Mike McGuire (Prior Lake), Bill
Droste (Rosemount Mayor), Bob Crawford (Elko New Market), Gary Hansen (Eagan) and Jon Ulrich (Scott County).

Help with your current tax return is
available during the tax season. Most
free tax preparation sites are open Feb.
1- April 15. For assistance locating the
nearest free tax preparation site near
you, contact Extension Educator Sharon
Powell at spowell@umn.edu or (952)
492-533.

Genealogy research
available there for three weeks before
it needed to be sent back to Salt Lake
City. The records Shepherd was reviewing that day were from the 100-150
period in Bibra, Germany, a site where
her family once resided. They were all
in German.
“I got about 125 records of births,
marriages, and deaths of the same surname on this one record,” said Shepherd, who had saved the information to
a Àash drive that she could take home.
She said she has learned how to decipher the records by using online tutorials and genealogical word lists that
come in multiple languages. There are
Some of the participants on the tour included (l. to r.): Scott Watershed also universal symbols for things like
Planning Commission Chairman Joe Adams of rural Shakopee; Scott SWCD
births, deaths, and weddings that are
Supervisor Jim Fitzsimmons of Prior Lake; Minnesota Pollution Control
helpful to inexperienced and experiAgency’s Phil Monson (partially hidden); and Scott SWCD Supervisor Gary
enced researchers alike.
Hartmann of Shakopee.
“I’ve done several lines of my family,” said Shepherd. “I traced my dad’s
line back to the 1600s from England.”
For her part, Dols enjoyed researching her family history so much that she
decided to help others track their ancesAs part of their annual bus tour, Scott Raddatz’ grassed waterways and Bill try too. “Anybody can do this. It’s not
County of¿cials -- including watershed McCue’s native prairie restoration.
rocket science,” she said, adding, “It’s
and conservation staff -- focused on
Plans for future projects are under like a giant puzzle. It gets addictive.”
Blakeley Township, an area that sus- consideration to prevent further erosion
After raising her family and a 20tained major road damage, bluff ero- from heavy rainfall. A request for state year career in the insurance business,
sion, and Àooding from June rains.
funds is being reviewed and is likely she was paid to do research for others
Stops included Àood damage along to be brought before the Legislature in for about 20 years. When she retired,
County Road 6, conservation projects 2015.
she started volunteering, ¿rst at the
that stabilized ravines at the Maynard
Each year, this tour is sponsored by Carver County Historical Society MuSchmidt property, along with water and the Scott Watershed Management Or- seum (as Scott County didn’t have a
sediment control basins at the Rob Ed- ganization (WMO) and Scott Soil and museum yet), and then at the SCHS muberg and Ralph Woestehoff properties. Water Conservation District (SWCD).
seum when it opened in 1995.
The of¿cials also checked out Quentin
Dols knew what was needed in Scott
County to do research because of her
Continued from past experience, and she worked with
Page 2
museum staff to make it happen.
each month from 4 - 6 p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley.
“When we started there were two
To be considered for appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermil- (Scott County) family histories on the
lion River Watershed.
shelf, now there’s four shelves full of
family history books that people have
Commissioner Districts:
donated as they put their books togethx District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2),
er,” said Dols, pointing out the books
New Prague (precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle
on the Klehr, Hennen, Geis, and Theis
Plaine, Blakeley, Helena, Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand
families, to name a few. She said a large
Creek Townships.
number of the early Shakopee families
x District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts
came from the Trier area in Germany,
2 and 3); and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake
and many family trees intertwine.
Townships.
After she retired from her paid cax District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-, 12A, and 12B.
reer, she gathered 10 retired profesx District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and sional women who each committed to
volunteer at least four hours a week to
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
complete a newspaper surname index
x District 5: The City of Savage.
from all the publications in the County. It took them three years and eight
months to complete, she noted, but now
the neatly written index cards are alphabetically ¿led and accessible to anyone
Did you know you can now subscribe for e-mail alerts for highway
who uses the library. Researchers can
projects and much more? It’s easy enough: Just go to www.co.scott.
look up a name; ¿nd references that
mn.us/Pages/Scott-County-Subscriptions.aspx, log in or register for
may include deaths, marriages, anniveran account, and select the subscription notices you’d like to receive
saries, and other signi¿cant events; and
(which include job openings, SCENE notices, Board agendas, and
then they can use the micro¿lm newsthe like). You’ll never miss a thing!
paper ¿les to look up the information.

County of¿cials tour Blakeley
Township view Àood damage

Commissioners’ Corner

Subscribe to receive the latest news

From page 1

If someone doesn’t want to take the
time to do it themselves, Dols and other
volunteers will look up and copy the information for a fee of 15 an hour, plus
copying expenses. This money is used
to help fund the museum.
Interestingly, birth records are legally considered private for 72 years, so
that important information is usually not
included in the ¿les. However, the museum has church records from all of the
Catholic churches in Scott County, plus
some other denominations, and those
records are another important source
of information for baptisms, marriages,
and deaths. Those ¿les also often include letters that came with immigrants
from their European countries documenting the family’s church records.
“One of the most important links to
¿nd is information on the immigrant ancestor who was born on another continent and died here,” said Dols. She said
census data from the 170s forward usually gives the state or country of origin
for immigrants, but that’s not included in
earlier records. Scott County’s records
start in 171, but the treaty with the Native Americans that opened up settlement in the territory was signed in 151.
“That’s 20 years, basically a generation,
where there aren’t good records,” said
Dols, whose grandfather was believed
to have arrived from Germany in 154,
“but when I did more research I found
out he actually came earlier.”
She said county plat books, which
are all available at the SCHS museum,
are a valuable resource, as well as community centennial books donated to
the library by most cities in the county.
There’s also cemetery information for
all of Scott County.
“So much information people gather
is clues, but it’s not always accurate,”
said Dols. “Some of it comes from people who took too many shortcuts and
didn’t document their research. It’s important to cross check your information
with the records available.”

Genealogy 101
class offered

Besides having volunteers available
at the SCHS museum library who will
help guide people with their research,
Dols will once again be teaching a class
called “Genealogy 101” on Saturday,
Jan. 17 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at
the SCHS museum. The fee is 13
for SCHS members and 15 for nonmuseum members (fee includes course,
handouts, and museum admission).
Register through Shakopee Community
Education or Prior Lake-Savage
Community Education.
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News from the Law Library

Healthy SCENE

Family law, divorce clinics offered

By Merrilee Brown
Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Screenings help discover baby’s
health and development milestones
All of our children need support in the early years to make sure they stay healthy
and happy. Just like hearing and vision screenings assure that children can hear
and see clearly, developmental and behavioral screenings assure that children
are making developmental progress, in areas such as language, social, or motor
development.
(very family looks forZard to seeing a child¶s ¿rst smile, ¿rst step, and ¿rst
words. Physical, cognitive, linguistic, and socio-emotional growth and development occur at a quick pace for children from birth to three years of age. From the
prenatal period through the ¿rst years
of life, the brain undergoes its most
rapid development, and is open to the
inÀuence of e[ternal e[periences -- for
better or worse. 7he brain is most Àe[ible in the ¿rst three years of life, and
then becomes more specialized and less
skillful of adapting to new or unexpected challenges.
Intervention in the early months and
¿rst years of life has the greatest impact
for preventing delays and maximizing
lifelong child abilities. While all children in this age range may not reach developmental milestones at the same time,
development that does not happen within an expected timeframe can raise concerns
about health conditions, or other factors that may negatively impact the child’s
development.
Using standardized screening tools, a quick snapshot of a child’s health and
developmental status can indicate whether further evaluation is needed to identify
potential dif¿culties that might need support or services. 6creenings can help kids
succeed in and beyond their school years. With regular screenings, families, teachers, health care providers, and other professionals can assure that young children
get the services and supports they need, as early as possible.
Scott County Public Health provides a free voluntary program to all new parents
called “Follow Along” in which new parents receive a mailing within two to three
months after birth to participate. This program uses a standardized developmental
screening tool called Ages and Stages Questionnaires. These questionnaires are
mailed when a child reaches different ages, beginning at four months to three years.
Parents or primary care providers answer the questions and return them to Public
Health. Fun activities to do with your child (or other age-appropriate items) are
returned with the results of the questionnaires. If there are any concerns, a Public
Health nurse will contact the parent and together discuss choices for further evaluation or early help services.
Families are children’s ¿rst and most important teachers. Combining the love
and knowledge families have of their children with tools, guidance, and tips recommended by experts, can help optimize the developmental support children receive.
By catching developmental issues early, parents are able to obtain guidance in obtaining support and services for their children that will optimize their readiness and
success at school.
For more information or to register your child for the “Follow Along” program,
call Scott County Public Health at () -. <ou can also contact us by
accessing the website at www.co.scott.mn.us/HelpingPeopleHealth/PublicHealth/
Pages/PublicHealth.aspx.

Schoenecker joins SWCD staff
Collin Schoenecker of New Prague
has joined the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan as the new Resource Conservation
Technician. In this new capacity, Collin
will be assisting landowners throughout
Scott County to address erosion and water quality issues. He will also help with
administration of the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA).
Collin’s interest in conservation
and the outdoors began at a young age
with inspiration from his grandfather
Ray Schoenecker and his dad Doug
Schoenecker, both of whom were avid
outdoorsmen. When not at work, Collin enjoys hunting and ¿shing. He also
enjoys teaching youth about waterfowl
hunting and gun safety and is an active
member of the New Prague Sportsmen’s
Club.
A graduate of New Prague High
School, Collin went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in recreation, parks, and
leisure services from Minnesota State
University-Mankato. With a major emphasis on resource management, he
completed an internship with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service through Min-

nesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
working with the Wetland Management District. Prior to starting with the
Scott SWCD in October, he worked as
Resource Specialist for Rice SWCD
in Faribault and most recently as District Technician with Carver SWCD in
Cologne.

Collin Schoenecker

How has the Law Library most
helped our community? What should
they do in 2015 to better assist the people of Scott County facing (usually unplanned and stressful) legal issues?
Every day, the Law Library helps
people ¿nd court form and personal legal forms (power of attorney, wills, uniform conveyancing blanks, and much
more), but for the big issues they usually refer people to the Volunteer Attorney Clinics or local Legal Assistance organizations. Over 9,300 people visited
the Law Library in 2014, and about 500
have taken part in these clinics.
Law Library clinics can sometimes
be the answer for people that make
too much to qualify for legal aid, but
can’t afford to hire an attorney. Law Library clinics are available to people at
or below 300 percent of the U.S. poverty guidelines -- for a family of four,
that’s equivalent to 0,50, or 4,530
for a family of two. You can check to
see whether or not you would qualify
by looking at the U.S. Department of
Health at Human Services website at
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.
cfm.
At 300 percent above poverty guidelines, many more people qualify for the
clinics than one might ¿rst think. Statistics show that in 70 percent of family court cases at least one party is selfrepresented. That doesn’t necessarily
mean that they are well represented or
have the appropriate paperwork ¿lled
out correctly. Sometimes, just going
over the issue for 30 minutes with a
lawyer can prevent big mistakes later in
court. All of these free clinics give peoplethe chance to talk to an attorney oneon-one. The Law Library could never
offer these clinics without the attorneys
that donate their time.
The Law Library offers many specialized clinics throughout the year, for
example: clinics for unmarried parents,
relatives that care for the children in
their families, bankruptcy, and debtor/
creditor clinics, to name a few. They
also offer some clinics monthly or bimonthly throughout the year. Here is information about these recurring clinics:

Family law clinic
Held the second Monday of every
month at the Scott County Law Library
from 4 – 6 p.m., this clinic is made possible by volunteer attorneys. This clinic
may be for you if you are representing yourself in Family Court and just
have a few simple questions about an
uncomplicated case. Appointments are
for 30 minutes, and pre-registration is
required.
Saturday divorce clinic
This free clinic is offered by the Scott
County Law Library, the Minnesota Justice Foundation (law students from William Mitchell, Hamline, Saint Thomas,
and the University of Minnesota), and
local volunteer attorneys.
At the clinic, law students (under the
supervision of practicing attorneys) can
assist you in using the Minnesota SelfHelp Center I-Can program to ¿ll out
divorce paperwork. The clinic begins
promptly at 9 a.m. and ends at 12 noon.
Pre-registration is required.
Expungement clinic
Held every other month at the Scott
County Law Library or the Carver County Law Library from 12 noon to 3 p.m.,
this clinic may be for you if you have
been denied a job, housing, or a professional license because of a criminal incident that shows up on a background
check. No pre-registration is required.
This clinic is offered by professionals
from the Volunteer Lawyers’ Network
and Council on Crime and Justice.
Spanish language Skype clinic
Offered by volunteer lawyers from
La Red de Abogados, this clinic may be
for you if Spanish is your ¿rst language
and you have simple legal questions regarding immigration, family, housing,
or consumer law. No pre-registration is
required, and no I.D. is required.
For more information about any of
these clinics, please feel free to contact
the Scott County Law Library at (952)
496-713 or via e-mail at lawlib@
co.scott.mn.us.

County engineer takes
position with MnDOT
You can take the Highway Engineer
out of Scott County…but you can’t take
the county out of Mitch Rasmussen.
After 27 years of working in county
and city highway departments – including nine years in Scott County – Mitch
Rasmussen decided to extend his daily
commute all the way to Saint Paul.
Earlier this month, the Scott County
Highway Engineer, ardent baseball enthusiast, and all around great guy Mitch
Rasmussen departed the county for his
new position as the Minnesota Department of Transportation State Aid Division Director. “I really look forward to
having the ability to articulate the local
government perspective at that Director
level,” he said.
Not to say it was an easy decision.
The Lonsdale resident and father of
three (along with his wife of 27 years,
Peggy), will be grappling with interstate
highway commuter traf¿c for almost 45
miles each way every day during the average workweek. But with sons Luke
(26, a ¿nance/web consultant with Optimum Health), Shane (23, in his ¿rst
year teaching ¿rst grade in Montgomery, Minnesota), and Kyle (22, currently
enrolled in dental school at the U of M)
now grown and living out of the house,
the timing seemed right. But it was still

Mitch Rasmussen

a hard decision.
“Everyone says it, but I’m really gonna miss the people here. I’m a relationship guy,” Mitch said. “I’m really going
to miss my staff. They work so hard…
anything you’d ask them to do, they’d
just crank out the work. For instance,
during last summer’s Àooding, staff just
stood up and absorbed the additional
work. They didn’t miss a beat. They
just took it upon themselves to crank up
the machine without adding staff. They
just did it. They never failed, and the
quality of their work was always there.”

So was yours, Mitch. Scott County thanks you for the last nine years.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

SWCD offers “backyard
bundle” of trees, shrubs
If you thought your yard was too
small for trees and shrubs, think again!
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) in Jordan is expanding its approach to natural plantings to all landowners in Scott County, regardless of
the size of your property.
This year’s sale includes 33 bareroot seedlings (six to 1 inches tall),
along with four native seed mixes, rain
barrels, and tree supplies.
For the ¿rst time, Scott SWCD is offering a package called the “Backyard
Bundle,” a great choice for residents
who live in the city or on smaller rural
lots. It includes ¿ve different varieties
in one bundle of 25, including Paper
Birch, Black Hills Spruce, Highbush
Cranberry, Serviceberry, and Red Osier
Dogwood. All other varieties are sold in
groups of 25.
You may notice that this year’s sale
includes smaller seedlings at lower prices than in past years. Local forestry experts and our long-time customers have
found that smaller stock grows faster, is
easier to plant, and has a higher survival
rate. All varieties thrive in Minnesota’s
different soil types and climate. The
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Farm SCENE
Farm Advisory Board remains active

A large variety of trees will be available.

sale began in mid-October and continues through April 2015, at which time
customers may pick up their pre-paid
orders and buy smaller bundles of any
remaining seedlings at the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan.
Call (952) 492-5425 or send an email to dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us if you’d
like to receive 2015 tree materials. Like
last year, you may send your order to
the Scott SWCD Of¿ce at 7151 190 St
W, Suite 125, Jordan. Or you may complete your entire order online, including
secure payment with either Mastercard
or Visa. To get started, visit www.scottswcd.org for order form, photos, and
sale item descriptions.

Even though a lot of agricultural work has slowed for the season, that’s not
stopping the Farm Advisory Board (FAB) from keeping busy with all things farmrelated! In November, the FAB met to tackle a few items…
 First, it seems that the September 2014 Autumn Fare was another resounding success! Despite unseasonably chilly weather, about 700 people attended and their feedback was positive. Mark your calendars -- next year’s
event will be held September 13, 2015.
 Gary Van Eyll from the Metropolitan Council addressed the group, and his
primary messages regarding agriculture and land use were that a) the Metropolitan Council supports a “1 in 40” approach; b) agricultural lands are
supported by the Metro Council through land use policy; c) he stressed that
agriculture is of great interest to the Met Council and is considered a valuable part of the region’s jobs and economy; and d) the MUSA line (metropolitan urban services line) will not be extended beyond what was approved
for the 2030 Comp Plan.
 7hird, the FAB has established the 2015 meeting dates -anuary , March
5, July 9, November 5. For the January meeting, invited speakers include
Scott County Parks staff Mark Themig and Patty Freeman to present on
parks planning… particularly Cedar Lake Farm Park.
Finally, we need to fully acknowledge the work and effort expended by the University of Minnesota Extension Educator Abby Neu in helping make the Autumn
Fare event so great. Abby was inadvertently left off the list of contributors in the
last SCENE issue, and we can’t let her work go unnoticed! Thanks, Abby!

Free dairy education
workshops scheduled

Use de-icing chemicals
sparingly to protect water

The Dairy Pro¿tability Enhancement Program (DPEP) and University
of Minnesota Extension are collaborating this winter to bring dairy producers
together each month for a mid-day program. Contemporary dairy production
issues and current research will frame
the topics of the ¿ve-part series. The
program is free of charge, and a light
lunch will be provided.
The Winter Dairy Series will be held
from 12 noon to 2:30 p.m. in the lower-level Community Room of the State
Bank of New Prague (1101 First Street
SE, New Prague).
The schedule is as follows:
Monday, January 12: Randy Pepin,
U of M Extension Educator, will discuss
how to manage crop nutrients in various
dairy manure application scenarios.
Monday, February 9 will highlight Beginning the Farm Transition
Process by U of M Extension Educator
Gary Hachfeld, and will focus on how
dairy farm families can smoothly transfer management and the farm from one
generation to the next.
Dr. Sandra Godden, DVM, a U of M
veterinary professor who specializes in
Dairy Population Medicine, will be with
us on Monday, March 9 to address all

Snow and ice season is here! How
are you going to deal with it this year?
The best advice for treating snow and
ice is to shovel ¿rst, then -- only if needed! -- use the right amount and the right
chemical sparingly for the job. By doing
so, you will help keep our lakes cleaner
while treating walkways more effectively, less expensively, and in a more
environmentally friendly way.
When snow and ice melts, the salty
water washes into our ponds, wetlands,
rivers, and lakes through our storm
drains. Once in the water, there’s no
way to remove the effects of the most
concerning pollutant in de-icers -- chloride. At high concentrations, chloride
can harm ¿sh, insects, and plant life;
corrode our roads and bridges; negatively affect wildlife habitat; and even
pollute and change the taste of the water
we drink.
As little as a single teaspoon of salt
can pollute ¿ve gallons of water, the
equivalent of a 50-pound bag of salt
polluting 10,000 gallons of water. The
worst part? Road salt becomes invisible shortly after it is applied, dissolving quickly and becoming dif¿cult and
costly to remove. Prevention is the only
feasible way to protect our clean water.
“Pollution-free winter maintenance
is a skill,” stated Brooke Asleson, chloride project manager at the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).
“For years, doctors have told people to
stick to a low-salt diet. If we value our
waters, we should follow the same advice. If chloride continues to increase
in groundwater, more waters will likely
exceed drinking water and water quality
standards in the future. We are trying to
spread the word that less is more when it
comes to applying road salt…”
Local of¿cials remain concerned
about the need to provide safe roads and
paved areas, while also protecting water
resources from contamination. Of¿cials
recommend the following snow season
tips for individuals who are responsible
for winter pavement maintenance:
6hoYel ¿rVW The more snow and ice
you remove manually, the less salt you
will have to use and the more effectively
it will work. Then break up ice with an
ice scraper and decide if application of a

aspects of Calf Management.
The ¿nal meeting of the series will
be held on Monday, April 6. Ann
Traxler, Le Sueur County Emergency
Management Director, will share how to
be ready for anything with Emergency
and Disaster Preparedness at the Dairy.
The Winter Dairy Series meetings
will begin with lunch, followed by the
guest speakers’ presentations, and will
¿nish with plenty of time for Tuestions
and group discussion.
To attend the program, contact the
University of Minnesota Extension
of¿ce in Scott County at (952) 492536. Registration can also be made
by e-mailing Kim Hausladen at khausladen@co.carver.mn.us.

Beef conference set for January
The Northern States Beef Conference will be held Jan. 5 and 6 in Morton,
MN and is open to producers and industry-af¿liated people. It is designed as an
in-service training for beef producers
and will feature well-known speakers
who will provide updates on production
topics in both cow/calf and feedlot, addressing changes in the beef industry,
and potential management options and
technologies.
This year’s conference will be held
at Jackpot Junction Casino Hotel in
Morton. Hotel reservations can be
made at 1-00-:IN-CASH or at www.
jackpotjunction.com. More information
about the conference proceedings can
be found at www.extension.umn.edu/
agriculture/beef/.
You can register for the meeting at
www.regonline.com/BeefConf or by

calling 1 (21) 327-4490, ext. 2001
(online registration preferred). Register
before December 1, 2014 to receive
discounted rates.
For additional information, contact
Eric Mousel at 1 (605) 690-4974 or email at emmousel@umn.edu, or Allen
Bridges at 1 (21) 259-5399 or e-mail at
gbridges@umn.edu.

de-icer or sand is necessary.
More salt does not mean more
melting. Use less than four pounds of
salt per 1,000 square feet (an average
parking space is about 150 square feet).
One pound of salt is approximately a
heaping 12-ounce coffee mug. And be
patient: Salt takes time to work. Applying more will lead to contamination.
Fifteen degrees Fahrenheit is too
cold for most salt to work. Most salts
stop doing their job when the temperature is below 15 degrees. If temperatures are below 15 degrees, consider
other de-icing options. Also, remember
that sand works well for traction in frigid conditions. Follow recommendations
on de-icing materials and pay attention
to the range of recommended temperatures for using different products.
Sweep up extra salt. If salt or sand
is visible on dry pavement, it is no longer doing any work and will be washed
away. The excess can be swept up and
reused for the next snow or disposed of
in the trash.
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Environmental SCENE
By Paul Nelson
Environmental Services Manager

:hisNy’s Ior drinNing water’s Ior ¿ghting
Does that title create an image of the Wild West of the past, or the modern western water rights issues? Either way, the same issues are true here in Scott County
as well… at least the ¿ghting part.
Locally, our concern is most frequently about too much water, although water
shortages are also becoming a problem. Over the last three years, we’ve had very
wet springs followed by late summer dry periods. This has caused a number of
problems, and quite a bit of stress.
Gully and ravine erosion along the Minnesota Valley bluff has increased, and in
some places so much sediment is eroding and washing downstream that we’re having trouble keeping bridges and culverts open. Farmers saw their seed wash away
and some had to replant multiple times, and urban residents saw water standing in
their yards and watched it come close to their homes. We also experienced major
delays in our commutes when bridges over the Minnesota River were Àooded.
You get the picture, and many of you have called us. We try to follow up, but
many of the issues we can’t resolve. Sometimes the issues are civil matters between
neighbors and don’t involve public infrastructure. Other areas are low spots in the
landscape where water will inevitably collect. The temptation is usually to improve
drainage.
Since European settlement, we’ve put a lot of energy to draining land either for
agriculture or urban development; experts now realize that we also need to hold
some back and strike a balance. It may be better for water to sit several days in
yards, ¿elds, or parks where it does not cause much damage rather than immediately passing it downstream, where it can Àood septic systems, homes, or roads
where safety is a concern.
There a number of things that we can do to moderate runoff. For example,
we’ve learned that pavement and rooftops associated with new development increase runoff, and so we require new development to retain or detain some of the
runoff. Other things that can be done some small scale to larger include:
x Plant a tree to intercept some precipitation and prevent it from
reaching the ground.
x Install a rain barrel or a rain garden to capture and store small
amounts of water.
x Resist the temptation to improve drainage where water sitting for
short periods of time causes no harm.
x Use minimum tillage farming practices to protect the soil surface.
x Convert small ¿elds or lawn to native grasses or use cover crops to
improve soil health allowing more in¿ltration.
x Restore wetlands as places for water to accumulate and slowly
release.
x Install detention or retention basins.
Many of these practices also help water to soak in, thereby recharging aquifers
that we rely on for drinking water. The larger-scale practices we treat as capital
improvements. Others can be done by, or in partnership with, landowners. Assistance is available from the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) or
the various Watershed Organizations in the County; I invite you to check out the
following websites.
x Scott SWCD: www.scottswcd.org
x Scott Watershed Management Organization: www.co.scott.mn.us/
ParksLibraryEnv/wmo/Pages/WatershedManagementOrganization.aspx
x The Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District: www.plslwd.org
x The Lower Minnesota River Watershed District: www.watersheddistrict.
org
x The Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization: www.
vermillionriverwatershed.org.

Closed for holidays
HHW Facility closed Dec. 20 - Jan.5
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility will be
closed this year from December 20
through January 5 so that the facility can be cleaned and restocked in
preparation for the upcoming 2015
operational season. This means that
the last opportunity to drop off your
hazardous household waste this year
will be Thursday, December 18. The
HHW Facility will reopen to serve you
again on Wednesday, January 7, 2015.
The Scott County HHW Facility is located at 5 Country Trail East (Hwy 22),
in Spring Lake Township. The normal
operational schedule is: Wednesdays,
12 noon to 6 p.m.; Thursdays, 12 noon
to  p.m.; and Saturdays,  a.m. to 12
noon.
The HHW Facility will accept a wide
variety of materials from local residents, including paint, stain, varnish,

paint strippers, adhesives, putty, household cleaning chemicals, tiling supplies,
automotive chemicals, yard and garden
chemicals, as well as electronics, appliances, and tires. For more information
on household hazardous waste management in Scott County, visit our website
at www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW.
Business Àuorescent lamp collection
Local small businesses can bring
their used Àuorescent lamps (bulbs,
tubes, CFL, et cetera) for a small fee on
the ¿rst Tuesday of each month, from 
a.m. through 12 noon, along with electronics, appliances, tires, batteries, oil,
and antifreeze. Other hazardous business waste can be brought in by appointment only. Call (52) 6-77 or
(52) 6-652 for more information,
or visit our business waste website at
www.co.scott.mn.us/VSQG.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Buying American-made products
spurs economy, provides jobs
,WVHHPVWKH\HDUKDVÀRZQE\±DI
ter all, the holiday season is upon us
once again! But this year, while you’re
busy juggling festivities, decorations,
religious services, family get-togethers,
meal planning, and shopping, here’s one
more “to-do” item to add to your list:
Try to buy American-made products
this year.
Let’s be frank: Over the last few
decades, the American manufacturing
base has been slowly moved overseas
in an effort to cut manufacturing costs.
However, those moves have also removed trillions of dollars in economic
activity from our country. The American economy is being hampered by our
massive trade imbalance. When we stop
making the products that we buy, jobs
become scarce and wages begin to fall.
Rising unemployment hurts our country
in many ways, but it doesn’t have to be
this way.
We should all try to make a real difference, by buying “Made in America”
products whenever possible. Shifting
even a few items each month from products manufactured elsewhere will make
a real difference over time. After all,
someone has to make that sweater, tool,
or toy that you are thinking of buying...
let’s make that someone an American
citizen. Not only will we be supporting
an American manufacturing job, we will
also be helping dozens of suppliers who
service that company… and all of their
employees, too!
So as you do your holiday shopping
this year (and as you shop for various

products throughout the year), be sure
to make a conscious effort to buy items
that are made in the USA. When you
¿nd yourself pondering which product
to buy in a store, take a moment to read
the label and see where it was manufactured. Here are a few websites that can
help you to ¿nd American-made products. There are many others out there
too, so do some digging…you’ll likely
be pleasantly surprised!
madeinusa.com
madeinusaforever.com
www.americanmadeworkboots.com
www.americanmadeproducts.com
www.americansworking.com
www.cnn.com/2012/07/13/living/
made-in-america/
www.abcnews.com (then search for
“Made in America”)
www.cnbc.com/id/100789215
www.howtobuyamerican.com
www.madeinusa.org

It’s not always about saving a dime
or two. Sometimes it is about saving a
job. Remember, even the longest journey starts with a single step. So let’s
walk together, and let’s work together,
to continue the journey toward a continued economic recovery in America!

Fee charged for large tires at
HHW Facility during winter;
others recycled for free
With the arrival of winter, the tire recycling program at the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility
will once again change to “winter rules.”
During winter months, large tires will
no longer be accepted for recycling for
free, even if they are off the rim. From
November through April of each year,
the Scott County HHW program will
charge a fee when you drop off any tire
that is larger than automotive size. This
means that any tire larger than a car,
pickup truck, or SUV tire, will no longer
be accepted for free. However, those
larger tires can still be recycled this winter for a small fee, or you can keep them
until spring when we will once again accept them at no charge, provided they
have been removed from the rim.
Remember, throughout the year lo-

cal residents
can
recycle
their intact automotive tires
that have been
removed from
the rim at no
charge. And
metal rims will
also be accepted for recycling at no charge, any time
of year, once they have been separated
from the tire. However, there will be a
fee for any tires that are still on the rim.
And there is also a charge for any tires,
either on or off the rim, that are from a
business.
For more information, please visit
our HHW website at www.co.scott.
mn.us/HHW.

Garden Fever 2015 offers
fresh purposes for your garden
Have you and your garden made a good “love connection”? Does your garden style ¿t your lifestyle? Maybe you crave change but need new ideas. Local
author and self-proclaimed “lawn chair gardener” Dawn Pape will highlight
easy, eco-friendly practices and plans that can help your garden reÀect a unique
purpose. U of M Extension educator and plant breeder, Kathy Zuzek, will show
that shrubs have come a long way from boring foundations to many new highimpact landscape options. Program also includes several breakout sessions,
vendor exhibits, silent auction, door prizes, light breakfast, and a fabulous buffet lunch.

Saturday, March 14, 2015, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Presented by the Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners
Oak Ridge Hotel and Conference Center
1 Oak Ridge Drive, Chaska, MN 5531
To register online, visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org.
For more information, contact 952-466-5300 or riesg003@umn.edu.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Library News

DemographicsNow tool
is helpful for businesses
Thanks to the Scott County library
system, Scott County now has a great
new tool available to both help efforts
to attract new businesses to the community and also could offer a huge bene¿t
to existing businesses, home businesses,
and start-up businesses.
DemographicsNow: Business &
People is an online business and residential reference tool that provides detailed demographic data on more than
20 million active businesses, 12 million inactive businesses, and 206 million consumers. Designed with a userfriendly search, interactive mapping
tools, and comprehensive data, this new
resource makes it easy for all types of
researchers to collect, analyze, and act
upon information… all from a single
location.
DemographicsNow: Business &
People not only offers demographic
information on any U.S. geography (including information on income, housing, race, age, education, retail spending, and more), it also allows users
to compare multiple geographies and
examine data on a speci¿c county, zip
code, congressional district, and more.
A unique mapping tool within the resource also allows users to map their
results, create custom geographies and
view demographic variables in thematic
coloring scales.
The “Business” tab has ability to
search by company name, business
type, number of employees, and other
factors, while the “Households” tab
contains data on more than 206 million
U.S. residents (approximately 135 million households) and enables users to
search by name, address, or a variety
of U.S. Census data averages. Once the
necessary data are collected, users can
export the information into Word, .pdf,
or Excel reports for further analysis and
application.

DemographicsNow: Business &
People will serve a variety of needs
and could be used by all types of users
– from small business owners, entrepreneurs, and salespeople to jobseekers,
students, community leaders, and nonpro¿t organizations. Entrepreneurs can
use it to create a business plan or to do a
location analysis; small business owners
can rely on it to identify competitors in
their area or help relocate their business;
marketing and sales people can develop
targeted, accurate customer leads and
mailing lists for campaigns; students
can research companies and regions for
assignments; and jobseekers can ¿nd
information on a company before a job
interview.
“Purchasing access to this system
is just one more way that Scott County
is leading-edge in economic development,” said Stacy Crakes, First Stop
Shop Business Development Manager.
“In fact, Scott County is the only county
in the state currently offering access to
this program through the library system.
And the decision to move forward with
this came out of collaboration among
the libraries, the First Stop Shop, our
cities, and their chambers.”
“Like the First Stop Shop, our cities, chambers, and other County departments, the business of the Scott
County Library is the success of Scott
County. The library is honored to support economic development in Scott
County by providing this service,” said
Jacob Grussing, Scott County Library
Director.
This great new tool is accessible via
the library’s website (www.scottlib.org)
under the “research” tab. Anyone with a
valid Scott County Library card can access it from anywhere using a computer,
tablet, or smartphone.

Recycle your Christmas tree
curbside or at compost sites
Once the upcoming holiday season
is over and you’re putting your decorations away for the year, your fresh-cut
Christmas tree can still continue to serve
a useful purpose. Old Christmas trees
can be processed and turned into wood
chips, or even mixed with active compost, and then used in your landscaping
projects next summer. Most garbage
haulers offer a special curbside collection service, usually for several weeks
after Christmas. In order to participate,
you must keep your tree separate from
your regular household garbage. You
will also need to remove metal tree
stands, tree ornaments, lights, and tinsel from the tree. Trees with wooden
tree stands can be recycled as-is, but
do not place your tree in a plastic bag.
You should check with your contracted
waste hauler for speci¿c details, since
individual waste haulers may vary in
their pick-up requirements. Be aware
that some haulers do charge an additional fee for this service.
Even if your hauler does not offer
curbside recycling for your old Christmas tree, you still have a couple of local
options. The Mulch Store is planning to
accept Christmas trees again this year,
for a charge of just 1.50 per tree. The
Mulch Store is located four miles southwest of Shakopee, along the west side
of Highway 169 near the intersection
with County Road 14 (between Jordan
and Shakopee). They will be open to

accept your
tree
Monday through
Friday,
from Jan. 5
through Jan.
16,
from
 a.m. to
4 p.m. For
more information, you
can call The
Mulch Store
at (952) 946-6999 or visit their website
at www.mulchstoremn.com. In addition, the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC) Compost
and Organic Recycling site in Prior
Lake will also take your old Christmas
trees for recycling. The SMSC site will
take your tree at no cost, from  a.m.
through 4 p.m., Monday – Saturday,
Dec. 29 though Jan. 17. For more information, you can visit their website at
www.shakopeedakota.org/enviro/recycling.html.
The same advice applies with these
mulching options as with the curbside
pickup: Please remove all tinsel, lights,
ornaments, and the metal tree stand.
You may wrap your old tree in plastic
to prevent the needles from shedding in
your car or truck as you transport, but
you must remove the plastic bag before
you leave the tree at their locations.

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Be prepared; be safe
As Minnesotans, we often have a love-hate relationship with winter. Some love
a fresh snowfall, others hate shoveling the same snow; some love skiing, snowshoeing, iFe ¿shing, or other oXtGoor aFtivities, while others hate free]ing ever\
time they step out the door. Many in our state pride themselves on the cold weather, while others look for any excuse to get away.
Love it or hate it, winter is here -- and winter in Minnesota means there will be
snow and temperatures will drop below zero. There will be ice on the roads. High
winds and low temperatures will make the outdoors hazardous, especially for those
who have not properly prepared.
Most people spend more time indoors during the winter months… not only is
it colder out, but also because there is less daylight. Because of this, it is critical
that you ensure the Eatteries in your ¿re and C2 alarms are Iunctioning well
and that those alarms are routinely tested.
The risk of residential ¿res increases dramatically during the winter. A lot of
people use alternative heating sources such as space heaters or ¿replaces. (ach of
these heating sources is acceptable, but without caution and preparedness they can
play a maMor factor in residential ¿res.
The holiday season can also increase the likelihood of a ¿re as more people are
cooking for families and guests. Many of those guests gather in or near the kitchen,
which can be the most hazardous room in the house if you don’t practice safe cooking behavior. Careless use of cooking equipment such as ranges or stovetops, is
the leading cause of home ¿res and home-¿re inMuries in the 8nited States. Always
have someone watching the stove when food is cooking, and remember to keep
small children away from these appliances.
While there tends to be more dangers occurring indoors during the cold season,
conditions outdoors can also pose serious hazards. For adults, cold puts an extra
strain on your heart. Heavy activity -- such as shoveling snow or pushing a car
-- can increase the risk of heart attack. Make sure you dress warmly, but don’t
overheat. Peel layers as needed to stay comfortable outdoors. You should also
slow down when working outdoors and rest frequently, stay hydrated, and stay
alert.
Those with children will want to ensure they are dressed properly before
going outside.
During a snowstorm,
blowing snow and cold can make it hard
to see and easy to get lost, even close to
home. Please wait until the storm is
gone before allowing your children to
go outside. If your children are going
out to play after a storm, dress them in
snowsuits or layers of clothing, waterproof coats and boots, mittens or gloves,
and a hat. Please take these needed steps
with your children whenever they go out
in extremely cold weather.
Ice is yet another danger in winter.
People often ask when the ice on a lake
is safe, and the answer is always… nev- Dress children properly.
er! You can’t judge the strength of ice by its appearance, age, thickness, or whether
or not the ice is covered with snow. There are a lot of variables to ice, including
the size of the water body, the depth of the water, the water chemistry, distribution
of load on the ice, and varying climate conditions which can all play a factor in ice
safety.
Finally, there is the fun task of driving in the winter. Each year, we seem to get
a renewed lesson on how slick our roads can get, how long it can take to come to a
stop, and how demanding the season is on our cars and the people who drive them.
Traveling in extreme cold or snowy conditions can threaten your life.
If you must travel in these conditions, please make sure you take some precautions. Each year, hundreds of Minnesotans ¿nd themselves stranded on the
roadside. Waiting for the moment to occur is the wrong time to prepare for the situation. Every vehicle in Minnesota should have a winter survival kit, which should
include items such as extra clothing, Àashlights, a whistle, a pencil and paper, a
colored banner for your antenna (for if you stall or get stuck), blankets, a cell phone
adapter, spare batteries, and non-perishable food items.
If you do stall or get stuck while driving, stay in your car! Do not place yourself in extra danger by leaving your vehicle. Your vehicle is a good shelter, and you
should stay there until help arrives. Don’t overexert yourself to the point where you
get hot and sweaty. Wet clothing loses insulation value, making you susceptible to
hypothermia. If you have to perform a task such as shoveling or repositioning your
car, take it easy to keep from sweating.
For better or worse, winter is here. There will be days of stressful driving, unbearably freezing conditions, and slick roadways and walkways. Those things are
part of what makes many of us proud to be from Minnesota. We know winters are
tough… but we know we are too.

Did you know…
That Scott County Customer Service has
two locations to serve you! We are located in
Shakopee (in the Government Center) and in Elko
New Market (in the Elko New Market Library).
4uestions" Call (952) 496-150
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in partnership with

Most described geocaching as a game where players use a GPS to discover places
and hidden objects. Nate Parmley, a ﬁfth grader, said that “geocaching was like a fun
scavenger hunt” and he “enjoyed the fresh air and exercise.” Kathy Ceola, who brought
her grandkids to a program, said that it was “a great family activity!” All students during
a recent public program said they spend less than one hour outside each day but now
preferred geocaching over video games.

Technology links Scott County Students
to the Great Outdoors
Over the past decade recreation planners across the nation have dealt with a pressing
dilemma. How can parks provide youth with positive outdoor opportunities when many
are consumed with a connection to technology - video games, smart phones, and social
media?
Geocaching has quickly become one of the most popular outdoor pursuits in Minnesota
and has the technology connection. The sport combines hiking and using a handheld
Global Positioning System receiver (GPS). This year thousands of Scott County students
and residents participated in geocaching activities with Three Rivers staff.

The educational value of geocaching goes well beyond classic outdoor recreation.
Students engage in hands-on learning opportunities about geography, math, and natural
history. Geocaching also ﬁghts the consequences in Richard Louv’s bestselling book, Last
Child in the Woods, which outlines the effects of nature-deﬁcit disorder among today’s
youth. In one colossal nutshell, this tech-based outdoor game is fun, educational, and
healthy!
Upcoming programs welcome both adults and kids looking for new adventures.
Over the next year, look for programs listed in the Scott County Scene and at
ThreeRiversParks.org. To schedule a private lesson for groups of six or more, email
scparks@threeriversparkdistrcit.org.

Joint Powers Agreement

Under this agreement, Scott County and Three Rivers Park District combine resources to collectively
operate all regional parks and trails in Scott County.

parks
$FEBS-BLF'BSN3FHJPOBM1BSL

400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071,
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 9am–Sunset, May 1 to September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague,
the former Cedar Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been
converted into Scott County’s newest regional park. Family and group
picnicking, catered events, swimming, and ﬁshing are all possible at
this picturesque site.

$MFBSZ-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSL

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 am–10:00 pm
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round
recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole
golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country
ski trails and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

.VSQIZ)BOSFIBO1BSL3FTFSWF

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 am–10:00 pm
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

4QSJOH-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSL

Scott CR 83 and CR-82, Prior Lake, MN 55372 Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 am–10:00 pm
Located on the north shore of Spring Lake and near the southwest shore of Prior Lake, Spring Lake Regional Park offers
374 acres of incredibly diverse natural habitats. A spectacular 3-mile paved trail takes visitors through forest and future
savanna prairie offering breathtaking vistas. The trail connects the park from north to south, as well as to County Road
12. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with a 6-foot, non-retractable leash. A 10-acre off-leash pet area with a watering
and rinsing station provides a wonderful opportunity for dog owners to exercise their dogs. There are two separate fullyfenced areas: 9 acres for large dogs and 1 acre for small dogs. A daily or annual pass is required. An automated pay box
on site accepts credit and debit cards for daily passes.

Summer Camps
Lifelong memories are made at Three Rivers Park’s
summer camps! We have camps for kids ages 4–15
on topics including nature exploration, outdoor
recreation, golf, ﬁshing, farming, art and Minnesota
history at Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The
Landing. Registration begins Monday, January 12.

Park Caretaker
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
New Prague, MN
We are seeking an individual or couple to live in 254
acre park with your RV/Camper, May 1 – September
30, 2015. Individual must be ﬂexible, dependable
and able to deliver great customer service and
have a team approach with park operations. Duties
during a 24 hour work week will include: greeting
and checking in visitors, bathhouse cleaning, light
groundwork, being on-site after hours and open/
closing park gates. This is a volunteer position which
includes RV site, full hookups (50 amp), Wi-Fi, laundry
and ﬁrewood provided. Park includes a swimming
beach, ﬁshing pier, group camp, reservation sites and
recreation programs.
More Information/Application:
jtuma@threeriversparkdistrict.org or 763-694-7778.
www.co.scott.mn.us

The Landing
2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10 am-4 pm; Sunday: 11 am–4 pm
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings. On the ﬁrst four weekends in December (1st-23rd), revisit settler’s
holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays.

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLTUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

youth golf lesson
registration begins...
Cleary Lake, Prior Lake - March 6

December/January 2014-15 Scott County SCENE Page 9

0VUEPPS3FDSFBUJPO

event
calendar
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º BEGINNER ICE FISHING
Try your luck at ice ﬁshing, a favorite
Minnesota winter pastime. Learn about
equipment and basic ice and cold weather
safety. Reservations required. $8. Ages: 6+.
February 7 — Saturday #127701-00
10 AM–Noon,

TAKE A KID ICE FISHING
COMMUNITY DAY
Start a new family tradition! Fishing
equipment and ice holes provided. Cosponsored by the New Prague Sportsman’s
Club. Drop in anytime. Free. Ages: 5+.
February 21 — Saturday #127708-00
10 AM–2 PM,

$-&"3:-",&
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º FULL MOON SNOWSHOE
Explore winter signs and sounds under the
light of the full moon. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 6+.
December 5 — Friday #124506-00
6–7:30 PM
December 5 — Friday #124506-01
8–9:30 PM
January 5 — Monday #124506-02
6–7:30 PM
February 3 — Tuesday #124506-03
8–9:30 PM

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Reservations required. $8. Ages: All.
December 6 — Saturday #124501-01
January 17 — Saturday #124501-02
1–3 PM

NATURE PLAY DATE
Explore, discover and play in your local
park. Meet families interested in getting
their children outdoors. Wear appropriate
clothes and shoes. Free. Ages: All.
December 9 — Tuesday #124500-01
January 20 — Tuesday #124500-02
February 19 — Thursday #124500-03
10–11 AM

PRESCHOOL DROP-OFF:
OUTDOOR KIDS CLUB
Drop off your child to discover outdoor
fun and learn new skills. Program includes
activities, a story and featured activity.
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 4-6.
9–11 AM
Kids Can Snowshoe!
December 10 — Wednesday #124516-00
February 12 — Thursday #124516-01
Kids Can Cross-country Ski!
January 8 — Thursday #124516-02

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS
Fun, outdoor recreational activities for
preschoolers and adults to learn and enjoy
together! Reservations required. $5.
Ages: 3-6; both adult and child pay.
10–11:30 AM
Let’s Snowshoe!
December 13 — Saturday #124503-00
December 17 — Wednesday #124503-01
Scat and Tracks
January 10 — Saturday #124503-02
January 22 — Thursday #124503-03
Animal Valentine
February 5 — Thursday #124503-04
Frozen Fun
February 26 — Thursday #124503-05

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
Explore snow banks, search for animal
tracks and warm up with cocoa afterwards.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: 4+.
December 13 — Saturday #124501-03
1–2:30 PM
January 16 — Friday #124501-04
4–5:30 PM

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Have a night out! Drop off the kids for fun
activities like survival skills, snowshoeing,
arts and crafts. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $40. Ages: 6-12.
December 19 — Friday #124501-10
January 23 — Friday #124501-11
February 13 — Friday #124501-12
6–10 PM

ADVENTURES DAY CAMP

Drop off the kids for an afternoon of fun!
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 8-12.
Thursdays, 4:30–6 PM
Snowshoe
December 11 #124527-00
January 22 #124527-01
Survival Skills
January 8 #124527-02
Cross-country Ski
January 15 #124527-03
Snow Shelters
January 29 #124527-04

See website for description and additional
information.
Classic Beginner I #124688
Saturday January 3
Noon
Sunday January 11
9:30 AM
Saturday January 24
Noon
Saturday February 14
9:30 AM
Ski-skating I #124691
Saturday January 3
9:30 AM
Saturday January 24
9:30 AM
Family Classic #124693
Sunday January 11
Noon
Saturday February 14
Noon

º FULL MOON

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI
Explore winter signs and sounds under the
full moon. Some experience recommended.
Ski rentals available for an additional fee.
Reservations required. $15. Ages: 13+.
January 5 — Monday #124506-04
8–9:30 PM
February 3 — Tuesday #124506-05
6–7:30 PM

º TRACK, SCAT, AND SNOWSHOE
Learn how to spot critter clues and
interpret the wildlife stories on your hike.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 8+.
January 10 — Saturday #124501-08
January 27 — Tuesday #124501-09
1–3 PM

Drop off the kids for a day ﬁlled with
outdoor adventures such as snowshoeing,
animal tracking, geocaching, and more.
Reservations required. $48. Ages: 8-12.
December 23 — Tuesday #124510-01*
January 19 — Monday #124510-02*
February 16 — Monday #124510-03*
9 AM–3 PM

º WINTER BIRDING

*Optional extended care available.
Drop off begins at 7:45 AM and pick up
ends at 5:15 PM; additional $48.
December 23 #124510-04
January 19 #124510-06
February 16 #124510-07

º LIVE ANIMALS ON TOUR

WINTER SURVIVAL DAY CAMP
Drop off the kids to learn winter survival
skills, shelter building, ﬁre making, animal
tracking, snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing. Equipment provided. Reservations
required. $48. Ages: 8-12.
December 30 — Tuesday #124510-00*
9 AM—3 PM
*Optional extended care available.
Drop off begins at 7:45 AM and pick up
ends at 5:15 PM; additional $48.
December 30 #124510-05

º WINTER SURVIVAL
What do you do in a survival situation?
Learn survival techniques, shelter and ﬁre
building. Reservations required. $5. Ages: 8+.
December 31 — Wednesday #124501-05
9–11 AM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING

AFTERSCHOOL
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI LESSONS

Enjoy this Minnesota winter sport with
a guided hike through scenic parks.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: 6+.
January 17 — Saturday #124501-13
9–11 AM
February 6 — Friday #124501-14
4–6 PM

SNOW SHELTERS
Drop off the kids to explore different
techniques for building igloos, snow
caves and quinzhees. Then build your
own quinzhee! Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 5-17.
December 31 — Wednesday #124501-06
January 30 — Friday #124501-07
1–3 PM

/&85)*44&"40/
TWO-TIER SKI PASS PROGRAM
Starting with the 2014-15 ski season, a new two-tier cross-country ski pass program will be available:
tAll Parks Pass: required at Elm Creek and Hyland and valid at all Three Rivers parks with
cross-country skiing. Season pass $65, daily $8.
tNatural Snow Parks Pass: valid at Three Rivers parks with cross-country skiing, except
Elm Creek and Hyland. Season pass $50, daily $5.
Funds generated from pass sales enhance ski facilities in Three Rivers, like snowmaking at Elm Creek
and Hyland. Visit ThreeRiversParks.org for more details or to purchase your season pass online.

Hike in search of feathered friends
surviving the cold. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: 7+.
February 25 — Wednesday #124501-00
10 AM–Noon

Meet live animals from Richardson Nature
Center. Critters may include a raptor,
snake, turtle, toad, and salamander.
Cameras encouraged. $5. Ages: All.
February 28 — Saturday #114601-01
1–2:30 PM
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42ND ANNUAL FOLKWAYS OF
THE HOLIDAYS
Discover the holiday traditions of 19th
century Minnesotans. Enjoy folk art
performances, riding a horse-drawn trolley,
and tours of homes with culturally distinct
decorations and crafts. Dress for the
weather. Last admission at 3 PM. $5 ages
18-64; $3 ages 2-17 and 65+; children
under 2 free. Ages: All.
December 6-20 — Saturdays
10 AM–4 PM
December 7-21 — Sundays
11 AM–4 PM #138401-04 to 09
Schedule of Entertainment:
December 6
Sacred Harp
December 7
TBD
December 13
Larry Greenstein
December 14
St. Paul Czech
Dancers,
Lara Swanson
December 20
Village Christmas
Pageant, Santa Claus,
Curtis & Loretta, and
Live Reindeer Display
(Noon–4 PM)
December 21
German Immersion
School Folk Dancers

FOLKWAYS BY CANDLELIGHT
Take a candlelit stroll through the 1800s
Eagle Creek Village. Greet costumed
residents as they share holiday traditions in
their homes, watch the Christmas Pageant
in the Town Hall (6:30 PM), and enjoy
music by Butternut Squash. Enter through
the West Entrance. Dress for the weather
and an evening stroll. Last admission at
7:30 PM. $5 ages 18-64; $3 ages 2-17 and
65+; children under 2 free. Ages: All.
December 19 — Friday #138401-22
5–8:30 PM

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Explore historic Eagle Creek with your child.
Play games, sing, and read stories. Dress
as a pioneer if you wish, but remember
outdoor clothes! Reservations required, by
phone only; call 763.559.6700. $5. Ages:
2-5; both adult and child pay.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Fuzzy Furs
December 9 #138403-01
Whose Tracks are Those?
January 13 #138403-02
I Love Winter
February 10 #138403-03

VICTORIAN VALENTINE’S
DINNER
Listen to romantic piano melodies while
enjoying hors d’oeuvres and dinner. Then,
take a candlelit evening stroll visiting
several buildings, each offering a different
dessert to try. End the night by cozying
up to a ﬁre with your sweetheart and
enjoying the breathtaking views offered by
the Scenic River Overlook. Bring your own
bottle of wine or beer — must be 21 or
older. Reservations required by February 6.
$40/person. Ages: 18+.
February 13 — Friday #138417-01
6–9 PM

º VALENTINE’S DAY FAMILY FUN
Celebrate Valentine’s Day, the outdoors,
and Lincoln’s birthday. Make a Victorian
Valentine’s card, ride a kicksled or
snowshoe. Tour Eagle Creek Village,
hear stories about Lincoln, and assemble
kid-sized log cabins. Enjoy the warmth of
a stove and hot beverage. Enter through
the West Entrance. Reservations required
by February 6. $5; children under 2 free.
Ages: All.
February 14 — Saturday #138407-01
Noon–3 PM
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FROZEN FROLIC WINTER
MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE SERIES
Dust off the bike for a six-race series at
two premiere singletrack trails. Complete
a 10.5-mile loop through trees and snow;
then warm up at the trailhead for awards
and door prizes. Studded tires approved.
Helmets required. Registration begins
at 10 AM; race starts at 11 AM. $12
preregistration; $15 day-of registration;
$60 for all six races (call 763.559.6700).
Ages: 14+.
Saturdays, 11 AM–2 PM
December 13 #123735-00
January 24 #123735-01
February 28 #123735-02

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
See description under Cleary Lake.
Reservations required. $6. Ages: 4+.
January 3 — Saturday #123701-00
1–2:30 PM

º BEGINNER SNOWSHOEING
See description under Cleary Lake.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 6+.
January 30 — Friday #123701-01
4–6 PM
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Mon. – Fri. 8 am–5 pm
Saturday – Sat. 8 am-2 pm
4DIPMBSTIJQ*OGPSNBUJPO
Applications are considered on the basis
of ﬁnancial need and funds available.
Call for details.
3FGVOET
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine. If
a program is canceled by park staff, you
will be notiﬁed and a full refund or credit
will be issued upon your request.

º NEW - GROUP PROGRAM

DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program with
an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive the
discount:

*
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same time.
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Donations sought for Youth
Teaching Youth program
Overhead for planting crops
increases while pro¿ts drop
By Abby Neu, Extension Educator, Ag Production Systems
Winter months mean landowners and tenants are preparing for the 2015 growing season. Recently, two workshops were held in Scott County to help educate
Eoth groups on how to come to an agreement for fair and pro¿taEle rent. +ere is a
brief summary of the day’s discussion.
Overall, average land rent in Scott County increased 1 from 201 to 201. 7his
increase reÀects competition for pro¿table
land and appraised land value rather than
the actual pro¿t potential for crops harvested. Average rental rate for Scott County is
listed in ),1%,1 a farm ¿nancial database
accessible at www.¿nbin.umn.edu at 252
per acre, and is forecast to increase again to
25 in 2015.
Average rents from 2003-2014 found in the FINBIN database are of actual farm
record summaries of nearly 2,200 Minnesota farms. Landlords and farmers should
use these numbers only as a guide to determine rental rates for 2015.
Understanding 2015 expenses, whether you are a tenant or landlord, is important for both parties. 7he FINBIN database forecasts it will cost 45 per acre
to plant a corn crop in 2015. Total direct and overhead expenses are projected to
reach nearly 00 per acre, putting producers in the red. While the numbers for
soybeans are not as drastic, a negative forecast still exists. On the other hand,
property taxes may be increasing for some landlords, especially with the County’s
proximity to expanding suburbs.
Communication is key to negotiating fair 2015 land rent rates. Worksheets,
sample agreements, and other resources are available to help both sides determine
what is fair for them. Below is a list of resources available, in addition to the Scott
County (xtension of¿ce.






Scott County (xtension, Abby Neu, (xtension (ducator, at 52 42-53
or via e-mail at neux0012@umn.edu
FINBIN database www.¿nbin.umn.edu
Minnesota Statistical Service: www.nass.usda.gov
Agriculture Business Management: www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/
business
Lease examples: www.aglease101.org

Today’s young people are growing
up in a very complex world. There are
many outside inÀuences that make it
dif¿cult to make the right decision about
tough issues. Parents try to teach their
children to make the right decisions and
develop a strong value system, but outside inÀuences have strong, persuasive
powers. Parents and communities need
other sources to help teach children how
to make the right choices.
The University of Minnesota Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth programs are trying to help in this mission.
The Youth Teaching Youth program was
started in selected counties in 199,
primarily due to the rising number of
alcohol-related traf¿c accidents involving 16 to 21-year-olds. Originally called
Alcohol Decisions, the program focused
on positive youth development, refusal
skills, and the effects of alcohol on the
body and traf¿c safety.
Over the years, the curriculum has
been updated several times. Over the
past 24 years, Scott County expanded
the Alcohol Decisions program to encompass a greater age range and a more
diverse range of educational topics.
Now called Youth Teaching Youth, Scott
County has four major curricula made
available to elementary schools: Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions, Character
Counts (Parts I and II), ” and Internet
Safety. We are in the process of writing an Acceptance program for 3rd/4th
graders.
Alcohol/Tobacco Decisions: This
program, which is designed for 4th and
5th graders, focuses on the effects of
alcohol and tobacco, peer pressure,
decision making skills, and refusal
skills.

Character Counts (Parts I and II):
Designed for grades 2 and 3, this
program helps students understand that
being a good person is a foundation
to making and keeping friends as well
as being positive members of their
community.
Building Up: Building Communities
in the Classroom: Building Up
is designed for youth in grades
2 and 3, and focuses on de¿ning
feelings, sharing positive conÀict
resolution strategies, and appreciating
differences. Building Up supports selfawareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, and
responsible decision-making.
Internet Safety: This program teaches
5th graders about being a responsible
and respectful digital citizen,
understanding why communicating
online is different than in person,
dangers associated with the internet,
and cyberbullying.
The Scott County Youth Teaching
Youth program is looking for donations
to help fund classroom scholarships for
teachers who lack the needed funds to
have the program in their classrooms,
help in the development and updating of
current curricula, and assist in the creation of new programs. Funding is also
needed for continued training and leadership opportunities for teen teachers as
well as high school senior scholarships
earned by outstanding teen teachers.
If you are interested in learning more
about the program or how you can donate, please contact Sara Wagner at the
University of Minnesota/Scott County
Extension, Jordan, at (952) 492-5410 or
via e-mail at dunc00@umn.edu.

Youth Teaching Youth program
focuses on anti-bullying lessons
(YHU\RQHXUJHGWR³¿OOEXFNHWV´RIRWKHUV
University of Minnesota Scott County Extension 4-H Youth Teaching Youth
teen teachers are visiting 2nd and 3rd graders this school year teaching them how
to prevent bullying by “Building Communities in our Classroom.” One of the
activities is reading +aYe You ¿lled Your
Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud. This
story talks about how words we choose
to use can either help ¿ll someone’s
bucket… or conversely, empty their
bucket. We feel good about ourselves
when our own buckets are full, and we
tend to get down about ourselves when
our buckets are empty.
How can we help ¿ll our children’s
buckets and help them to understand
how important it is to be thinking about
¿lling other’s buckets instead of emptying them? As parents, we are often quick
to notice when our children are doing
something wrong, either to keep them
safe or to stop the bad behavior. We’re
not always so quick to praise them when
they are doing something right, we just
expect them to do good things.
The challenge this month? To “¿ll”

your children’ (and others’) buckets by
giving out positive comments. It can
be as simple as smiling at someone as
you pass them in the hallway at work or
school, holding the door for someone,
saying please and thank you, commenting positively about someone’s hair or
out¿t. Notice when your children do
something they “should know” to do,
like hanging up their jackets, putting
dirty clothes in the laundry basket, help- Volunteers in the Youth Teaching Youth program provided a lesson to students
ing to set the table, and even moving a at Red Oaks Elementary School in Shakopee.
little faster in the morning.
Who knows, maybe helping to ¿ll
other people’s buckets might even help
to ¿ll your own bucket… and help wash
away the winter blues. If you are a 2nd
or 3rd grade teacher in Scott County or
have a student in 2nd or 3rd grade and
would like to learn more about having the University of Minnesota Scott
County Extension 4-H Youth Teaching
Youth program visit your classroom,
please contact Sara Wagner at (952)
492-5410 or via e-mail at dunc00@
umn.edu.

Lego Robotics meeting is January 12
Calling all Lego Robotics enthusiasts! If you enjoy building with
Legos, computer technology, and learning, this is the group for you. A
start-up night will be held on Monday, January 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Scott County Extension of¿ce. At this meeting, participants will
be setting up dates and times for the spring classes. For more information or to register, please call or e-mail Katie Schneider, 4-H Program
Coordinator, at (952) 492-534 or schne616@umn.edu.

4-Hers gather for 2014 Awards Banquet

Scott County Commissioner Barbara Marschall and Shakopee Mayor Brad
Tabke joined Scott County 4-H Ambassadors for a photo at the Fall 4-H
Awards Banquet. Mayor Tabke was also a guest speaker. To learn more about
4-H in Scott County, call Katie or Sara at (952) 492-5410 or check us out on
Facebook at Scott County 4-H.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Listening to children improves behavior, understanding
There are many ways to discipline children. One
way is to listen to them. Often, busy parents fail to listen to or notice their children. When children feel they
have something important to say or show and are repeatedly ignored or tuned out by an insensitive or “too
busy” adult, they may do one of two things, neither of
which is desirable:
 The child may give up and quit trying. The
result is a child who does not communicate
well. This stiÀes the growth of the child¶s mind,
personality, ability, and self-con¿dence.
 The child may misbehave to get the attention he or she cannot get in any other way.
This behavior will usually get the attention of
the adult, but may cause the adult to punish the
child as well.
Why listening is important
Nothing makes a person feel more cared about than
to be heard.
Look for ways to spend special time with your
child. Even if it is only for 10 minutes, take time to be
with the child as an interested, non-judgmental friend.
Be ready to talk about or do anything the child wants
to do.
Listening increases understanding of and sensitivity
to other people’s feelings.
Make talking with your child a habit from birth
onward. Encourage the child to react to what is said.
Avoid yes-or-no questions; instead, use questions that
explore the child’s feelings and imagination. Involve
the child in decision-making.
Listening can reduce emotional tension.
Communicate and express feelings in a way that
helps others understand. Find healthy and appropriate
ways to express anger. Don’t blame or attack the child,
but explain what makes you mad. Use “I”-statements,
not “You”-statements. Don’t label the child, but focus
on the child’s behavior. Avoid shaming questions and
sarcastic comments, as these lead to lowered self-esteem and defensiveness. Children copy what they see
and hear.
Listening can help break the cycle of unhealthy
talk.
Everyone’s feelings have worth. Show kids that
you acknowledge and respect what they have to say.
Anyone is more likely to listen to someone who af¿rms rather than denies their experiences.

Listen to your children even when you don’t like
what you are hearing.
Often it’s the content of the message that the parent
doesn’t want to hear. If the child is feeling pain, don’t
jump to solutions before the child can express and deal
with them. A parent’s ¿rst job is to help children identify their feelings, and then to help them make a responsible decision about what they should do.
Sometimes adults don’t like to hear a child’s message because it is said in an angry, loud, or disrespectful way. Even at these times, it’s important to listen
and reÀect back the child’s feelings. At a more calm
time, the adult can express concern with the manner in
which the message was conveyed and recommend or
problem-solve with the child a more appropriate way
to share feelings.
Listening makes it possible for children to be caring
and responsible.
Listen with respect. Children’s concerns are different from ours, but the emotions they feel are the same.
Give the child freedom to express feelings and views
without fear of ridicule or judgment. Listening well is
a major act of loving and caring. Speaking to a parent or signi¿cant adult who listens can help children
extend themselves and learn more about themselves.
Listening sets early patterns for life-long
communication skills.
If you react with time and respect to what children
say, you teach them that they are important, help them
trust their own perceptions, improve communication,
and make it easier to talk to them in the future. The
investment of “listening time” pays off in trust and
courtesy.
Principles of good listening
Use silent and one-word neutral responses.
Instead of responding with advice, commands, conclusions, solutions, or lectures, use a one-word neutral response like “aha,” “I see,” or “yeah.” Silent acknowledgement of what the child is saying, like a nod
of the head or a shrug of the shoulders, is useful too.
Listen for feeling and meaning.
Be an active listener. Listen for the feelings your
children are trying to communicate. This means listening to both verbal and nonverbal communications and
acknowledging what they are saying so they will say
more.

Repeat back what you heard the child say – and
check out your interpretation.
5eÀecting back the feelings and meanings that you
hear helps you understand the true meaning, helps your
children further explore their feelings and actions, and
af¿rms the feelings they are having.
Don’t always take your child’s questions or
comments at face value.
Sometimes children have hidden fears that they are
unable to directly ask about. The questions they ask
may be a way of asking for reassurance. If adults take
the question at its face value, they may miss what is at
the heart of the child’s concerns.
Be aware of nonverbal messages.
The words being spoken are only part of the message. Watch for nonverbal cues such as a hunched posture, a clenched ¿st, lack of eye contact. These cues
may help put the words in context.
The practice of communication skills is not always
easy, and you may ¿nd you make some mistakes. But
keep the overall goal of being a good listener in mind
and keep practicing. It can make a difference in how
you feel about yourself as a parent and the children in
your life will certainly be healthier because you listened to them. Most important, you will feel closer to
them.
For more information about positive youth development programs, contact Sara Wagner at (952) 4925410 or via e-mail at dunc00#umn.edu.

Revised by Kathleen A. Olson, Program Director
– Partnering for School Success.

4-H Shooting Sports sign up, 4-H offers fun, educational
orientation is January 8
programs for students in K-5
If you are interested in joining the
Scott County Shooting Sports program or would like to ¿nd out more
information, please call the Extension Of¿ce at (952) 492-554 or
plan to attend the Shooting Sports
Orientation and Sign Up meeting on January 8 at 6:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held at the SCALE
facility in Jordan.
Both youth and their parents are
strongly encouraged to attend this
meeting; program leaders will be going over rules, forms, winter schedules, and recommended equipment
lists.
Shooting Sports is a game of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration. In the 4-H Shooting Sports
Project, youth gain important skills
that carry over for them into the rest
of their lives. The program’s focus
is on decision making, teamwork,
self-discipline, building self-con¿dence, and problem solving. They
also focus on safety, sportsmanship,
positive relationships with peers and
adults, building awareness of career
opportunities, and strengthening
connections with families through
participation in lifelong recreational
activities.
The Scott County 4-H Shooting
Sports Project follows the curriculum from the University of Minnesota Extension Program, and is taught
by nationally or state-certi¿ed 4-H

The program’s shooting disciplines
include archery, muzzle loading,
pistol, riÀe, shotgun, and hunting.

instructors. These adults instruct
4-H members in ¿rearms safety and
marksmanship and also in the wildlife curriculum.
The shooting disciplines include
archery, muzzle loading, pistol, riÀe, shotgun, and hunting. Within
these disciplines 4-H members are
able to test their shooting, hunting,
and sportsmanship skills in county,
regional, and national competitions. The Scott County Shooting
Sports program is open to all youth
in grades three through one year post
high school, and meets at the SCALE
Regional Training Facility in Jordan
on Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m.

Join the staff from 4-H after school
for a series of programs for kindergarten through grade 5 that you won’t
want to miss! Each week will have a
different theme, including It’s Electric, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
Friendships, Full Moon, and Monsters, Inc. All classes include a healthy
after school snack, games, crafts, experiments, and movement. (Offered
through a partnership with University
of Minnesota-Scott County Extension
4-H and Community Education.)
In Shakopee, the programs will be
held at Jackson Elementary School,
on Wednesdays, Jan. 2 ± Feb.
25, 3:15 - 4:15 p.m. and Red Oak Elementary School, on Thursdays, Jan.
29 - March 12, 3:50-4:50 p.m. (No
class Feb. 5 or 19). Sign up early at
www.shakopee.k12.mn.us.
In Prior Lake, the program will
be held at Five Hawks Elementary
School, on Mondays, Feb. 2 - March
9, 3:10-4:30 p.m. (No class Feb. 16.)
Sign up early at www.priorlake-savage.ce.feepay.com/account.
Saturday Mornings with 4-H and
K-3rd graders!
The University of Minnesota
Extension-Scott County offers 4-H
programs that are open to all kids in
grades kindergarten through one year
past high school. Within the 4-H pro-

gram, there
is a focus on
the kindergarten through
second graders in a program called
Cloverbuds.
The 4-H
Cloverbud
program features fun, age-appropriate activities
that focus on cooperation, not competition. 4-H welcomes boys and girls
from all backgrounds. Learning by
doing is their motto!
Register your children now for:
Cloverbud – K-3rd Grade
Exploration Morning, Saturdays,
Dec. 13, Jan. 10, and Feb. 21, 9 a.m.
– 12 noon, Scott County Extension
Of¿ce, Jordan Fairgrounds.
At Cloverbud Exploration Mornings, we will play games, make treats,
sing songs, make crafts, and much
more. Space is limited, so reserve
your spot early. Cost: 5 for 4-H
members and 10 for non-members.
To ¿nd out more about signing up
for a 4-H club in your area or about
signing up for a listed 4-H event, call
the Scott County Extension Of¿ce at
(952) 492-5410 or e-mail Sara Wagner at dunc00#umn.edu or Katie
Schneider at schne616@umn.edu.
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News you
can use...
The Scott County Association for
Leadership and Ef¿ciency a.k.a.,
SCALE) brings you “news you can use”
– updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other things you might want
to know. SCALE’s mission is “to forge
new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” Watch
this page for current and future information from the many SCALE partners.

From Savage:

Ban affects e-cigarettes,
tobacco sampling

Approved by the City Council on
November 3, Ordinance 744 prohibits
individuals from sampling or allowing the sampling of tobacco in licensed
shops. This includes lighting, inhaling.
or exhaling tobacco or tobacco-related
devices. The new law also bans the use
of e-cigarettes from the same locations
that apply to tobacco use under the Freedom to Breathe Act, a state law passed
in 2007 intended to protect employees
and the public from secondhand smoke.
Smoking and the use of e-cigarettes
continue to be allowed outdoors (but
not in city parks), private places such
as homes, cabs of commercial motor
vehicles, family farm buildings, and licensed residential healthcare facilities,
to name a few.
City staff spent several months researching options related to sampling
and e-cigarettes before recommending
the ordinance. A moratorium on hookah, e-cigarette, and related lounges had
been in place since February 2014 to allow for that research to occur.

From Shakopee:

Shakopee opens its
¿rst dog park

Shakopee city of¿cials and members
of the Park and Recreation Advisory
Board cut the ribbon on the new Southbridge Community Park and Dog Park

SMSC award
Chairman Charlie Vig. “We truly value
the relationships we have built, and we
appreciate the Harvard Project’s recognition of SCALE as a model for other
communities and tribes to follow.”
One of the priorities of Honoring
Nations is to help share the innovative
ideas of its award recipients with other
tribes across the country. Related to
SCALE, the goal is to encourage tribes,
cities, townships and counties nationwide to cooperate more as governments
in order to build trust and effectively
serve tribal members and local citizens.
Some of SCALE’s notable
achievements:
* Regional Public Safety Training Facility – Needing a local option to
train public safety of¿cials, the SCALE
partners combined resources to build a
joint facility in .
* Fiber optic ring – To enhance
its members’ ability to work together,
SCALE helped develop a -mile ¿ber
optic ring that allows every government
and public agency in Scott County to
function as one continual network. It is
the largest high-speed ¿ber network in

Emerson opens doors
on Shakopee facility

Dogs and their owners enjoy the new
dog park in Shakopee.

October 23.
“We are very e[cited to ¿nally open
a dog park within the City of Shakopee,” said Parks and Recreation Director Jamie Polley. “The City has been
working with a group of citizens to ¿nd
a space for a dog park since 2005. It is
exciting that we have such a unique site
that will make the community feel like
they are in the country.”
The dog park features an all-breed
park area of approximately 10 acres and
a smaller half-acre area for small-breed
dogs only. The small dog area is limited
to dogs no taller than 13 inches at the
shoulder that weigh no more than 25
pounds. All dogs -- including resident
and non-resident dogs -- using the offleash dog area must be licensed in the
City of Shakopee and properly vaccinated. For more information about City
dog licenses, visit www.ShakopeeMN.
gov/pets.
Constructed in summer 2014, Southbridge Community Park also includes
a scenic, looped trail. A picnic shelter/
warming house and hockey rink are
planned for construction in 2015. “The
park not only contains the dog park, but
also a great paved trail for walking, running, biking, and in-line skating,” Polley said. “It’s a great amenity to add to
the community.”
Southbridge Community Park and
the all-breed dog area are open from
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily; however, the
small-breed dog area will remain
closed until spring to allow for turf
establishment.

After more than a decade of sitting
vacant, the old ADC building in Shakopee has a new tenant.
Emerson Process Management recently moved into a 500,000-squarefoot facility located in the Valley Green
Industrial Park.
The new location will become Emerson’s global headquarters for Rosemount measurement technologies.
The expansion will be accomplished
in phases over the next ¿ve years and
will include a capital investment of up
to 70 million and the addition of up to
500 new, highly skilled jobs.
“The City of Shakopee is so pleased
to welcome Emerson Process Management and its employees to our community,” said Shakopee Mayor Brad Tabke.
“Emerson’s investment in the Shakopee
facility illustrates its commitment to the
Greater Minneapolis-St. Paul area and
our skilled workforce. We look forward
to Emerson being a vital part of Shakopee’s vibrant business community for
many years to come.”

Enjoy winter fun with
Shakopee Parks and
Recreation

From skating to sledding, the Shakopee Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Department has many ways to
celebrate the season!
Skate with Santa from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 14 at the Shakopee Ice
Arena, 1255 Fuller St. S. Admission is
free. Limited skate rental is available.
All winter long, residents and visitors can lace up their skates at one of
10 outdoor ice rinks. Shakopee’s warming houses are open in late December,
weather permitting. Learn more at www.
ShakopeeMN.gov/outdoorskating.

Scott County Board Chair Tom Wolf spoke at the Grand Opening event for
the Emerson expansion project. Scott County, SCALE’s First Stop Shop,
and the City of Shakopee were all involved in getting the company to locate
its newest facility in Shakopee. Pictured (l. to r.) are: Ed Monser, President
and COO, Emerson; Governor Mark Dayton; Steve Sonnenberg, President,
Emerson Process Management; Shakopee Mayor Brad Tabke; Tom Moser,
President, Rosemount; and Commissioner Wolf.

From page 1

Minnesota.
* First Stop Shop – A clearinghouse called the “First Stop Shop” was
established in 2012 through SCALE to
provide one point of contact for businesses that are interested in locating in
Scott County. The First Stop Shop assisted ShutterÀy and Emerson Electric
in opening facilities in Scott County in
2013.
* Mutual aid agreements – The
SMSC’s Mdewakanton Public Safety
has established 15 mutual aid agreements with other local ¿re and emergency response departments to improve
the quality and speed of responses.
* Joint transportation plan and
numerous road projects – SCALE
members developed a uni¿ed transportation plan and jointly implement road
projects to increase safety and capacity.
*
Intergovernmental Working
Group (IWG) – As an outgrowth of
SCALE, the IWG meets regularly to
discuss land use, transportation, upcoming trust applications, and planning issues of common concern to the SMSC,
Scott County, and the cities of Prior

Lake and Shakopee.
* Interconnected water system –
Another development that traces back to
SCALE is the SMSC, the City of Prior
Lake, and the City of Savage interconnecting their water systems, so that
they can share water in the event of a
shortage.
“The SMSC and SCALE’s other
members make it a priority to work
together, because we can accomplish
much more that way than working
alone,” said SCALE Chair Jay Whiting, a Shakopee City Councilmember.
“Strong, creative partnerships are critical when needs must be met and budgets
are stretched thin.”
From a pool of nearly 90 diverse
programs that were nominated for an
award, the Honoring Nations Board of
Governors selected three High Honors
and three Honors recipients. Awarded
programs demonstrate tremendous impact in their communities and evidence
great effectiveness, signi¿cance to sovereignty, transferability, and sustainability – the criteria by which Honoring Nations assesses applicant programs.

Editorial
Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about
Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or
suggestions, contact Lisa
Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780
or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us
or Claire Robling, Communications and Legislative
Coordinator, at (952) 4968597 or crobling@co.scott.
mn.us.
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Buying gift cards?
Here’s some tips
Last holiday season, eight in ten consumers planned to buy gift cards. With
the holidays just around the corner, you
may be considering purchasing some.
Gift cards have become a practical and
acceptable way to give. And since 2010,
gift certi¿cates, store gift cards, and
general-use prepaid cards have come
with consumer protections.
There are limits on expiration
dates. Minnesota state law does prohibit expiration dates on gift cards.
However, there are types of gift cards
that are regulated by federal law which
may allow for expiration dates and fees.
The gift cards with federal exceptions
include:
* Those issued by a federally chartered or state-chartered bank, bank and
trust, savings bank, savings association,
or credit union, which can be used at
multiple sellers of goods and services.
These cards will likely carry the logo of
the issuing bank or a payment card network (i.e., VISA or MasterCard).
* Those distributed to a consumer
for loyalty, promotional, award, incentive, or other similar purposes without
the consumer giving any money or other tangible thing of value in exchange
for the card.
* Those sold below face value or at
a volume discount to employers or to
nonpro¿t and charitable organi]ations
for fundraising purposes.
* Those issued by an employer to
an employee in recognition of services
performed by the employee.
The money on the gift card regulated
by federal law will be good for at least
¿ve years. If your gift card has an expiration date, you still may be able to
use unspent money through requesting
a replacement card at no charge. Check
the card to see if an expiration date applies. All fees must be clearly disclosed
on the gift card or its packaging. And
there are limits on fees. Generally, fees
can be charged if the card hasn’t been
used for at least one year and only one
fee per month can be charged.

Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Keeping safe on the ice
to:

These federal fee restrictions apply




Inactivity fees for not using your
card,
Fees for using the card, and
Fees for adding money to the
card and maintenance fees.

A card disclosure will list fees that
can be charged to purchase the card or
to replace a lost or stolen card. These
rules do not apply to reloadable prepaid
cards not intended for gift-giving, such
as those being used as a checking account substitute. The rules do not apply
to cards given as a reward for part of a
promotion, such as a 1 gift card given by a store for a 100 purchase. <ou
must be clearly informed of any expiration dates or fees for these cards.
The Minnesota Attorney General
also recommends that you only purchase gift cards and gift certi¿cates
from reputable merchants and retailers. Some people purchase gift cards or
certi¿cates only to later see the retailer
go out of business or ¿le bankruptcy. If
you pay money upfront for a gift card
or certi¿cate from a retailer that closes
its doors, you will likely have lost your
money.
Sources:
What You Need to Know: New Rules
for Gift Cards -- http://federalreserve.
gov/consumerinfo/wyntk_giftcards.htm
Gift Card Spending Reaches Alltime High, According to NRF Survey,
http://www.nrf.com/modules.
hp?name=News&op=viewlive&sp_
id=1694
Minnesota Attorney General -- http://
www.ag.state.mn.us/consumer/publications/giftcardsgiftcert.asp

Brenda Williams of Savage served as a volunteer historical interpreter in the
German Berger House Dec. 7 at The Landing’s Folkways of the Holidays in
Shakopee.

No doubt about it, snow and freezing weather has returned to Scott County. For
some that is good news, and for others… well, you’re likely dreaming of warmer
locations. For the Sheriff’s 2f¿ce, it means we’ll be responding to calls on our frozen lakes, ponds, and creeks. It seems to happen every single year; people assume
the ice is safe only to witness their car, truck, snowmobile, or ATV break through
the ice.
Most of us remember last winter as being extremely cold. Yet, in a three-week
period between January 13 and February 2 of 2014, four vehicles went through
the ice in Scott County! This was despite “polar vortexes” and a record cold snap,
which gave us a high of a whopping 1ͼ on New Year’s Day. Thick ice was reported
on all of our lakes, yet somehow vehicles plunged in. How is that possible?
The answer is simple. There is never a guarantee of consistent ice thickness on a
lake. You can measure ice two feet thick in one spot, and -- thanks to variables such
as underwater currents, snow cover, the depth of water under the ice, the chemical
composition of the water, and the distribution of the load on the ice -- the thickness
of the ice a stone’s throw away can be much thinner than what you found at your
¿rst location. In short, there is no such thing as 100 percent “safe” ice!
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) does have ice thickness recommendations for new, clear ice. Those recommendations are as follows:
2 inches or less: Stay off!
4 inches: Ice ¿shing or other activities on foot.
5 inches: Snowmobile or ATV
 ± 12 inches: Car or small pickup
12 – 15 inches: Medium truck
Note: White ice or “snow ice” is only about ½ as strong as new clear ice. If
you are on white ice, you should double the above thickness guidelines.
If you do choose to drive on the ice, make sure you park your cars, pickups, or
SUVs at least 50 feet apart and move them every two hours. It is wise to make
a hole next to your car. If water starts to overÀow the top of the hole, the ice is
sinking… and it’s time to move your vehicle.
You should refrain from driving on ice whenever possible. If you must drive on
ice, check for known thin ice areas with a local bait shop and test the ice thickness
yourself. You should also be prepared to leave it in a hurry. Have a simple emergency plan of action and discuss it with your passengers.
Stay away from alcoholic beverages regardless of where or when you are driving, and don’t “outrun” your headlights. It can take much longer distances to stop
on ice, and many fatal snowmobile-through-the-ice accidents occur because the
machine was traveling too fast for the operator to stop.
If your vehicle does break through the ice, it can be completely submerged within 45 seconds. Do not go back into a partially submerged vehicle to get something. If you fall through the ice in winter, you need to do your best not to panic.
Don’t remove your winter clothing as it can trap air to provide some warmth and
Àotation. Turn towards the direction you came from as that is most likely the strongest ice around you. Place your hands and arms on the unbroken surface and do the
best you can to pull yourself out. If there are people nearby, shout for help! Once
you are out, lie Àat and roll away from the hole to keep your weight spread out. Get
to a warm, dry, sheltered area and re-warm yourself immediately. It would also be
wise to seek medical attention immediately.
It can seem redundant to discuss ice safety, but since Minnesota has started
tracking fatalities caused by falls through the ice in 1976, there has not been a
single winter where someone didn’t die from falling through the ice. That said, the
statistics are improving; in the 35 years since Minnesota has tracked this data, an
average of 6.1 deaths occur each winter due to falling through the ice. However,
the average of the past 10 years is far lower at 3.9 deaths on average, and in the past
¿ve years, the number is smaller still at 2. deaths per winter.
Let’s aim for zero deaths. This is de¿nitely one area where that goal is achievable if we each apply some common safety precautions. Each year, people call our
of¿ce asking if the ice is safe, and each year we have the same answer, regardless
of how cold the season has been: there is no such thing as safe ice!

Be safe in your ice house

When using a heater in an ice house, follow these tips:











To avoid ¿re and carbon monoxide hazards, don’t hang mittens
and socks on an ice house heater.
Use only heaters designed for
indoor use.
Follow the manufacture’s recommendations for installation
and venting.
Check gas connections for leaks.
Place all propane cylinders outside the ice house.
Make sure vents are clear when
you remove the ice house from
storage. Animals have a way of
clogging the vents.
Install a CO detector if you plan on staying overnight.
Vent with windows or doors and go outside if anyone with you complains
of a headache, then check to see if CO levels are a possible source of the
headache.
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Turkey is inexpensive, easy Historical Society hosts
holiday craft activities, more
to cook for holiday meals
With the holidays right around the
corner, many of us are starting to plan
our Christmas meal. Turkey, the traditional choice for Thanksgiving, is often
times served for Christmas too. Turkey
is an inexpensive meat, especially at this
time of year. Whole turkeys are often on
sale during November and December.
If you have never cooked a turkey, it
may seem dif¿cult -- but it’s not! When
buying a frozen turkey, plan on one
pound of turkey per person and keep the
bird frozen until you are ready to thaw.
Turkeys can be kept frozen in the freezer inde¿nitely however, for best quality, cook within one year. With turkeys
being a good buy right now, consider
buying one or two extra if you have the
freezer space.
Here are a couple of safe ways to
thaw your turkey:
A turkey can be thawed in the refrigerator. Keep the turkey in the original wrapper and place it on a tray or
pan to catch any juices. Allow approximately 24 hours for every four to ¿ve
pounds. A 10-pound bird will take two
to three days to thaw, while a 20-pound
turkey would take ¿ve to six days. A
thawed turkey can remain in the refrigerator for one to two days.
The second safe way is to thaw the
turkey in cold water. Wrap the bird
securely, making sure the water is not
able to leak through the wrapping. Submerge your wrapped turkey in cold tap
water and change the water every 30
minutes. You need to allow approximately 30 minutes for every pound of
meat. Once the turkey is thawed, cook
it immediately.
To roast your turkey:
Place the bird in a large roasting pan

with a lid, or use a shallow roasting pan
and cover with a tent of heavy-duty aluminum foil. Keep the foil on for the ¿rst
one to 1 ½ hours. Add a ½ cup of water
to the bottom of the pan and roast at 325
degrees Fahrenheit. If you plan to use
an oven cooking bag, be sure to follow
the manufacturer’s instructions on the
package. Read the turkey wrapper for
approximate cooking times.
For more even cooking, it is recommended to cook the stuf¿ng outside the
bird in a casserole dish. If you choose
to stuff your turkey, mix the wet and dry
ingredients just before ¿lling the turkey
cavity and roast immediately.
To check for doneness, insert a food
thermometer in the thickest part of the
inner thigh without touching the bone.
A whole turkey should be cooked to 165
degrees F. Some of you will choose
to cook a turkey breast rather than the
whole bird. The internal temperature of
the breast should reach also reach 165
degrees F as well as any stuf¿ng, whether cooked in the bird or a casserole dish.
Once the turkey is done, let the bird
stand for 20 minutes before carving
to allow the juices to set. Remove all
stuf¿ng from the turkey cavity. Be sure
to refrigerate any leftover turkey, stuffing, and gravy as soon as the meal is
over -- and use within three to four days.

X Marks the Spot: Mapping Scott
County -- Discover the wealth of
information
available in
maps! This
exhibit looks at
mapping from
early plats to
lake depths,
railroads to
city streets.
Join us for
a special
opening celebration on Thursday,
January ,  from  to 
p.m., which will feature a special
presentation by local author David
Lanegran, author of Minnesota on the
Map. Refreshments will be served.
Free with regular museum admission.
Regular museum admission is  per
adult,  per student, free for SCHS
members.)

Watergate: The Scandal That
Rocked the Nation -- This exhibit
provides a glimpse into the scandal
that was Watergate. Come view objects
related to the Committee to Re-Elect
the President, listen to the testimony
from the Ervin committee, reassemble
shredded White House documents,
and try on a Nixon mask as you learn
about the scandal that led to the ¿rst
presidential resignation in United
States history! Exhibit runs through
March 14, 2015.
Note: The Scott County Historical
Society is closed on December 25 and
26 for Christmas and January 1 for
New Year’s Day.

Twenty 4-H youth leaders from Scott County spent MEA break exploring their
personal leadership strengths while meeting new 4-H friends from Dakota,
Carver, and Washington counties at a recent fall leadership retreat.

4-H to host winter lock-in at
Dakotah! Fitness Jan. 16-17
Do you love staying up all night
with friends and having a good time?
Then the Scott County 4-H Winter
Lock-in is the right event for you!
Once again, the Scott County
4-H program will be hosting their
annual 4-H Winter Lock-in at the
Dakotah! Sports and Fitness Center
(Prior Lake) from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m.
on Friday/Saturday, Jan. 16 and
17. There will be basketball, swimming, rock wall climbing, movies,

arcade games, bowling, ice skating,
and much more!
The cost of the event is 25 for
4-H members and 30 for nonmembers, which includes all activities, food, drinks, and door prizes.
Be sure to invite your friends! Call
(952) 492-5410 to register. (We’re
also looking for chaperones! If you
are interested, please call us and let
us know.)

Genealogy 101, Saturday, January
17, 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Want to learn
more about your family history, but
don’t know where to start? Register for
Genealogy 101
and discover the
clues contained
in census
schedules and
courthouse,
church, and
naturalization
records. Class taught by local
genealogist %etty Dols. )ee is 1
for SCHS members and 15 for nonmuseum members (fee includes course,
handouts, and museum admission).
Register through Shakopee Community
Education or Prior Lake-Savage
Community Education.
Groundhog Day Kids Kraft,
Saturday, January 31, 10:30 - 11:15
a.m. Will the groundhog see his
shadow?! Celebrate Groundhog Day
with stories, songs, and a special
groundhog craft! Free, but registration

is required.
To register,
call (952)
445-0
or e-mail
sherrick@
scottcounty
history.org.

Ladies’ Night
In: Funky
‘70s Fashion,
Thursday,
February 12, 7 8:30 p.m. Bring
out your bell
bottoms, boots, and
bandanas for this celebration of 1970s
fashion! Enjoy wine and hors d’oevres
as you listen to Jean McElvain,
Assistant Curator of the Goldstein
Museum of Design, share the history
of 1970s fashion. The evening will also
include a jewelry rafÀe, groovy µ70s
photo booth, and more! Tickets are 10
for adults and  for SCHS members.

Victorian Valentine Party, Saturday,
February 14, 1 – 3 p.m. Kids ages
four and up and their families are
invited to a special Victorian Valentine
Party at the Scott County Historical
Society! We’ll read stories and learn
about Valentine’s Day traditions, and
then make our own Victorian-style
valentines. Each participant will make
one valentine to take home and one
valentine to give to a local nursing
home resident. The program will
conclude with tea and treats in the
historic Stans house! This fee is 5
per person and covers craft supplies,
treats, and museum admission.
Register through Shakopee Community
Education or Prior Lake-Savage
Community Education.
All Things
Minnesota Book
Club – meets at
6:30 p.m., the
third Thursday
of each month at
SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet
the fourth Thursday of each month at
6 p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.
Check the SCHS out on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and follow them on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events.
Call (952) 445-037, e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org for more
information. The Scott County
Historical Society is located at 235
Fuller St. S. in Shakopee.
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Omer Krautkremer: Pearl Harbor survivor
By Tom Melchior
Omer Krautkremer was born on August 10, 1918. He joined the Navy in
1940 and was serving aboard the USS
Whitney when the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.
When I interviewed him, he was one of
19 Pearl Harbor survivors.
Omer also served in Europe as an
interpreter for General Eisenhower’s
staff. Later he served in the South Paci¿c. He served 0 years in the Navy.
Omer passed away at age 94 on July
5, 2014. Here is part of Omer Krautkremer’s story.
Why did you join the Navy in 1940?
In 1940, there were pretty hard
times, and there were four of us boys.
There was not enough work for us, so
I joined the Navy in 1940. I went to
Great Lakes for training. The training
was rough, very disciplined. You had to
do what they told you to do. Sometimes
you thought it was stupid. You had to
take care of your own clothes and stencil them. We had to sleep in a hammock,
and they were tricky. If you didn’t lay
right or roll wrong, you’d go down. You
did precision marching and how to learn
how to handle ¿rearms. They kidded
me when I joined the Navy, “You’ll get
a lot of navy beans.” When I got to Chicago, Great Lakes, do you know what
we had for breakfast? Beans!
Where did you go after basic
training?
I got seven days off to go home. Then
they sent me to California aboard a battleship for transportation to Hawaii, as
a special Tuali¿cation for a carpenter’s
mate. There I was assigned to the USS
Whitney. I was a new recruit, scared,
and didn’t know what to do. I told them,
“I’m here for special Tuali¿cations for
a carpenter’s mate.” The boson’s mate
said, “That doesn’t make any difference;
you’re a seaman. You’ll be on deck for a
while.” I scrubbed decks, shined brass,
and all that stuff. We had to stand guard
on the ship.
$t ¿rst I was mess cook. $n old chef,
an old German, he asked me, “What
would you like to do in the Navy?” I
said, “I’d like to go down there in the
machine shop and work on the lathes.”
So he got me down there. We supplied
for a whole group of destroyers. We
did all their repairs. In those days when
something broke, you didn’t go buy a
new one. You had to make it. We had
a foundry, a carpenter shop, and a typewriter shop. We made everything.
In my ¿rst job, I had to make couplings for ¿re hoses because (ngland
and others had opposite threads than
we did. We had to make a coupling that
¿t our ¿ttings and (ngland’s. I made a
lot of them. There were valves, steam
valves. You had to dial them up on the
lathe just perfect so you get the seats
right.
Where were you on December 7th?
When we got attacked that morning,
we had four destroyers tied up along
side of us to repair. We had a lot of their
steam valves and stuff to ¿[. We just put
them in with a ¿le and sent ’em back.
We had to get those destroyers away
from us.
The morning we got bombed, I ¿gured I’d get up early and scrub my
clothes. I was scrubbing my clothes and
all of a sudden an alarm went off —
“Fire and rescue.” I said, “Those crazy
nuts, having drills on Sunday morning.”
Then they said, “Delay the last word—
all hands to general quarters,” which
meant battle stations.

Omer Krautkremer

My job was to carry ammunition
from way below decks where it was
stored. It was up about four or ¿ve
Àights of stairs. I carried those 0-caliber boxes of shells. Normally, in peacetime, two of us would carry it, but that
morning you carried one yourself. They
were about 60 or 70 pounds. We carried
the ammunition up there for the machine
guns. We were lucky we weren’t hit.
We had about six or seven carloads
of clear black powder aboard ship.
They used it for the bigger shells. They
called the powder “stockings.” They
were in metal containers. Before we
got bombed, we had to unload them
onto the ship and load them off the ship
and take them to the ammunition depot
and get them gauged to make sure they
didn’t swell up and jam the guns. That’s
how I knew we had that many carloads
of powder. We had over 290 torpedoes
aboard. We repaired them and put them
on destroyers.
What did you see?
When I carried up that ammunition
and got up on deck, I could see everything going on. I saw battleships smoking and roll over. There was heavy
smoke. There was an inch to two inches
of black oil all over, and sailors in there,
and Japanese pilots that were shot down.
They looked terrible. They’d send a
crew of us over to pick them out of the
water. They were just covered with
black oil. When most of their bombing
was over, there was a couple of Japanese pilots Àying by and looking in. 2ne
went by the ship I was on. He looked
at me, and he wasn’t 50 feet away from
me, not even that much. If I had had a
hammer, I could have thrown it right in
his face. It all went so fast.
There were miniature two-man submarines. They said there was one in
the harbor and it always went under the
big ships and hid there at night. I guess
they’d come out some place and charge
their batteries. You didn’t know when
you were going to be blown to kingdom
come.
I had a buddy from Wisconsin. His
name was Hanson. We made it up between us that if either one of us got
killed, the other one would let our folks
know that we were ready to go. But my
friend and I both survived.
After the bombing, they sent us out
in a 50-foot motor launch to recover
the bodies. I helped to bury them. They
made graves with a D- Cat bulldozer.
They made a ditch and just piled them
in. You couldn’t recognize them; they
were burned so bad. Each one that died
there has a cross in that cemetery. It was
awful, something you never forget.

Did men panic when they went to the
battle stations?
Oh, yeah, but we were trained. We
had the drills before. We knew it was
for real. The four destroyers tied along
side of us came in the night before from
gunnery practice. They tied up during
the night and brought stuff over for us to
¿x. They were ready to ¿re. Their guns
were ready from the day before. There
was a 20-mm. gun on one of them and,
boy, he was blasting at those planes!
They shot down ¿ve planes that came
after us.
The night of the bombing, our ship
had a SO3 Senior Of¿cer 3resent on
board. He was our captain. All the other ships were non-com, so he was in
charge. Three planes were coming in,
but they didn’t have the right recognition signal, so we opened ¿re. It was
like the Fourth of July. All around that
island where the Army and Marines had
set up guns during the day, they ¿red
and lit the sky up with tracers. We shot
two of them down. One of them landed
on a house and burned and the other one
crashed.
They were our own planes from the
Lexington, an aircraft carrier. We didn’t
know it. They had the wrong signal. It
was a secret code.
Friendly Fire 7 Dec 41 “Orders for
the Day” distributed that afternoon said
in part: “All Japanese planes observed
[in the morning raid] were marked with
red circle on wing tips and fuselage.
Many of them were painted silver, but
some are believed to be vary-colored. It
is quite likely that attacks will be made
with planes bearing American insignia.”
Presumably all ships and shore installations were given similar information. In the distance, an antiaircraft gun
cut loose at the incoming planes. Several ships and shore batteries immediately
joined the kill, lighting the sky with star
shell and tracers. The ¿ring lasted perhaps a minute. But that was enough. Too
late, the ¿ring guns would soon learn
that those overhead were friends.
Enterprise (CV-6) scout aircraft
were launched at dusk in an attempt to
¿nd Japanese ships reported off Oahu.
Friendly ¿re, however, downs four of
Enterprise’s six F4Fs, the strike group
escort that was directed to make their
night landing on Ford Island. Other Enterprise SBDs made a night landing at
Kaneohe Bay, miraculously avoiding
automobiles and construction equip-

ment parked on the ramp to prevent just
such an occurrence.
Where was your ship located?
We were anchored about at 11
o’clock, not even a quarter of a mile
from the Arizona. I was going to go to
church on it that morning. I think services were at 10 o’clock. I ¿gured I’d
get ready, but I never got to church
that morning. The Arizona was already
tipped.
What other ships got hit close to
you?
The Oklahoma, which was a battleship, and the USS Raleigh, which I
helped raise. A bomb hit it on the stern
end and went right through two decks
and out into the water and exploded.
It knocked a big hole in the side of the
ship which was heavy steel. The rear
end went down and was sitting on the
ground. The divers would go down
and we had to sweep the oil away with
brooms to get in there. We were at the
side of the ship and the divers went
down right next to us. Some guys had to
man the pumps to pump air to the guys
down there working. We had rivets and
we shot them in there with a gun. They
put a mat and a steel plate over it so they
could make it water-tight. Then they
pumped the water out of the compartments and then the ship got raised.
The Utah was an old battleship and
was not in commission any more. They
used it for target practice. They used to
drop Àour bags or something on her for
training for bombs. We heard a banging noise on that ship, so the guys went
over there with torches. The bottom was
sticking out of the water. They cut holes
in the bottom of the ship. Those guys
were in water up to their necks. When
the torch got through — it was redhot metal — those guys just with their
hands tried to get out. They were completely out of it. There were only about
three guys left in there alive. There was
no air. That was terrible.
You said the Utah had tipped on its
side?
The Japanese thought it was a carrier.
There was supposed to have been a lot
of carriers in Pearl Harbor that morning,
but they didn’t make it, the Lexington
and different ones. So they hit the Utah
as a mistake.
When did you leave Pearl Harbor?
When I was at Pearl Harbor, I made
chief in two years and eleven months,
which was a record. I made every rank,
but ¿nally I wanted to get out of Pearl
Harbor so bad. I got transferred to San
Diego for further assignment.
Omer Krautkremer received the following citations and medals: Pre-Pearl
Harbor Medal, European, Asiatic, Paci¿c &ampaign Medal, World War II
Medal, European Theater of Operations
Medal, and Good Conduct Medal.
Omer Krautkremer’s complete interview can be found in the book Never Forgotten: Stories by Scott County
WWII Veterans by Tom Melchior. The
book is for sale at the Scott County
Historical Society. Find many more interviews at the Scott County Historical
Society, 235 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, Minnesota, 55379.

Omer Krautkremer held a Àag
showing his membership in the
Pearl Harbor Survivors Association.
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Neighbors work together
to slow erosion ¿x gullies

Kevin Slack and Rob Schultz farm in
rural Belle Plaine Township, and after
heavy rains in spring 2013 (and again
this past summer), they both noticed severe gullying in their crop ¿elds -- many
up to four feet deep and as much as 12
feet wide!
7UDQVLWSURJUDPVSURYLGHHI¿FLHQWVHUYLFH
To slow these washouts and keep sediment
from eventually Àowing to nearby
Does it matter that residents can live independently in their communities because they have safe, reliable, and ef¿cient mobility options" Smart/ink ± a Brewery Creek, the two met with Scott
merged Dial-A-Ride service of Scott and Carver Counties – certainly thinks so, Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) staff to look at possible soluand so do increasing numbers of riders.
tions on their adjacent properties. After
In addition to Dial-A-Ride, Smarreview of both sites, they decided to intlink provides ADA (Americans with
stall three water and sediment control
Disabilities Act) services for Scott
basins last fall, two on the Rob’s propCounty, the Shakopee Circulator for
erty and one on Kevin’s. These basins
the city of Shakopee, and medical ashelp prevent soil erosion and the loss of
sistance transportation for Scott and
valuable topsoil. Scott Watershed ManCarver Counties.
agement Organization (WMO) and the
Smartlink is funded through a variety of sources, from contract revenue The Marschall Road Transit Station landowners themselves helped fund this
from the Metropolitan Council and the is the newest addition to the transit joint project.
“Rob and Kevin are great examples
city of Shakopee to reimbursements program.
of
cooperative conservationists. We
from the state of Minnesota and the federal government. There are also administrahave
worked with both of them in the
tive reimbursements from Scott and Carver Counties and revenue from Scott and
past
on
other efforts, including grassed
Carver County businesses.
waterways,
rock tile inlets, residue manADA riders are certi¿ed through Metro Mobility for services and they pay a
agement
strategies
and harvestable ¿lter
fare based on the time of the day that they use the service. Dial-A-Ride services
strips.
By
working
together on soluare open to all residents of Scott and Carver Counties, and they pay a fare based
on the distance of the trip requested. Medical assistance services are quali¿ed by
¿nancial workers from Scott and Carver Counties. Shakopee residents pay a fare
for the Shakopee Circulator.
Since the merger of the two Counties’ services, costs have decreased, ridership
has dramatically increased, and the number of trips and routes has expanded. “All
in all,” said Fleet Manager Troy Beam, “this has proven to be one of the most successful transit efforts in the metropolitan area.”

Mobility matters

Scott SWCD engineer Willie Peters (left)
and Kevin surveyed the washouts on the
Slack and Schultz properties last fall.

tions, both Kevin and Rob restored their
land and made it more productive at the
same time. And the environment bene¿ted with reduced soil erosion. Had they
chosen to ignore the problem, the gullies would have only gotten worse,” explained SWCD Manager Troy Kuphal.
This most recent repair by the two
landowners included construction of
earth berms along with special tiling. The basins were then seeded and
mulched to provide cover over the bare
soil and hold valuable topsoil in place.
Tim Murphy was the contractor on this
project.

Rob Schultz (left) and Kevin Slack farm
adjacent land in Belle Plaine Township.
After heavy rains the past two years,
they decided to ¿x severe washouts on
their bordering crop ¿elds with water and

sediment control basins.

After seeding the area with vegetation
this last spring, the valuable topsoil will
no longer wash away.

Free gardening classes offered
The Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners will be teaching free evening gardening classes at the libraries in Chanhassen, Prior Lake, Shakopee,
and Waconia beginning mid-February and running through early April.
Topics will include pruning trees and shrubs, beginning vegetable gardening, growing your own salad, beginning Àower gardening, garden design/redesign, perennial color for all season, and selecting and planting trees. For the
complete schedule, visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org.

Source: Trapeze

It’s time to dream about and plan next summer’s garden
For many Minnesotans, one coping mechanism to get through our long
winters is to dream about and plan the
garden for the following year. This is a
good time to peruse seed and plant catalogs and get caught up on those gardening articles you’ve saved throughout
the year. To be certain, it’s easy to be
tempted by colorful photographs and
phrases like “new and improved cultivar,” “customer favorite!” and “proven
winner!” while gazing out at our stark
winter landscapes. 0
It can be fun to experiment growing
new varieties of Àowers, fruits, vegetables, and even trees and shrubs, and exhilarating to ¿nd a great deal on plants
or seeds to buy. However, it is important
to consider both your overall garden
plan and to remember that Minnesota’s
growing conditions can challenge even
the best of nationally rated varieties.
Matching the right plant for the right site
is always the most rewarding in terms of
performance and even economic value.
Consider things like hardiness zone,
insect and disease resistance, and maintenance needs. A great website to add to
your reading and reference list this year
is the University of Minnesota Extension Garden website at www.extension.

umn.edu/garden/. This site provides

resources and articles on hundreds of
topics in horticulture which are easily
searchable. Here are a few areas found
on the site to get you started on your
winter reading:
Landscaping
A whole section with multiple links
is dedicated to providing a good overview of considerations for developing
a sustainable landscape plan, including
design, plant selection, implementation
and maintenance.
Seed starting indoors
This covers everything from purchasing seeds, choosing containers and
planting media, maintenance of seedlings, and ¿nally transplanting outdoors.
The best plants for 30 tough sites
This was actually a book put out in
2007 to celebrate 30 years of the U of
M Extension Master Gardener program
in Minnesota. Not only does it discuss plants for such sites as dry shade,
slopes, lakeshores, et cetera, but it also
provides plant lists that describe special
traits and useful characteristics, such as
self-seeding, fragrance, long-blooming,

Planning next summer’s garden helps many people cope with the long months
of winter in Minnesota.

and minimal litter trees. All chapters
of the original book are available as
downloads.
Remember, you always have University of Minnesota horticulture volunteers right in Scott County. The CarverScott Extension Master Gardeners have
their own website that provides general

gardening information (as well as details about upcoming events) and how
to connect with them locally to ask your
gardening questions: carverscottmastergardeners.org/.
You may also leave a message on their
Yard & Garden Line: (2) -30.

