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Preparing for emergencies
Skills training provided at historic site

Winter fun!
Three Rivers Parks plan
outdoor activities.
Pages 8 & 9

SCHS grand re-opening
Visit the redesigned Historical
Society Museum February 1.
Page 14
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Scott Watershed Management
Organization receives top
2013 award.
Page 16

The SCALE Regional Public
Safety Training Facility in Jordan
DOORZV DUHD ¿UH¿JKWHUV ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW VWXGHQWV DQG RI¿FHUV
public utility workers, and hunters
to enhance their skills in a state-ofthe art facility close to home.
The training facility is located
on a site rich in history, having previously housed Mudbaden, a mud
bath health spa developed in the
early 1900s which claimed to successfully treat rheumatism and other
ailments. Following that, it became
a Catholic Franciscan seminary
(opened in 1952) known as the Sacred Heart Novitiate; a chemical rehabilitation center (opened in 1969)
known as Lynnville; and the Scott
County Jail Annex (opened in 1986),
a facility for low-risk offenders.
The Scott County Association for
/HDGHUVKLSDQG(I¿FLHQF\ 6&$/( 
formed in the spring of 2003 to enFRXUDJH JUHDWHU HI¿FLHQFLHV DQG
leadership in public service through
enhanced communication, collaboration of services and sharing of resources. The group of county, city,
school board, township, and tribal
leaders decided the training facility
ZRXOGEHLWV¿UVWPDMRUSURMHFWDQG
-- partnering with Carver County
-- eventually received $2.5 million
from the state to help develop it.
The facility opened in 2008 and
provides its services in a campus

)LUH¿JKWHUVSUDFWLFH¿UHVXSSUHVVLRQLQWKH¿YHVWRU\¿UHWUDLQLQJWRZHU
at the SCALE Regional Public Safety Training Facility in Jordan.

setting. The facilities and programs
are available to SCALE members and
can be rented for a reasonable fee to
non-partner organizations, according
to Mike Briese, the SCALE Public
Safety Training Facility manager.
$ ¿YHVWRU\ WDFWLFDO ¿UH WUDLQing tower was built across the road
from the historic facility in order to
SURYLGH VWDWHRIWKHDUW ¿UH WUDLQLQJ
scenarios. One or multiple burners on
YDULRXVÀRRUVFDQEHOLWIRU¿UH¿JKWers to extinguish, or the tower can be

¿OOHGZLWKVPRNHIRUVHDUFKDQGUHVFXH
training.
2WKHU¿UHSURSVKDYHEHHQDGGHG$
EDUEHTXHJDVJULOODQGDSURSDQH¿UHG
SURSKHOSWUDLQ¿UH¿JKWHUVKRZWR³DWWDFN´ D SURSDQH ¿UH 7UDLQLQJ LV DOVR
provided for extinguishing dumpster
DQG FDU ¿UHV ZLWK WKH FDU ¿UH WUDLQHU
having four different locations in the
car that can ignite.
³$OOWKHVHGLIIHUHQWVWDWLRQVH[SDQG
WKHFDSDELOLW\RIRXU¿UHWUDLQLQJ´VDLG
TRAINING CENTER to Page 13

Keeping good soil in place
Program addresses “hot spots of erosion”
Glen Schultz grew up in Blakeley
Township. He recalls running up and
down the steep hillsides bordering Roberts
Creek near his family’s dairy farm, often
rounding up stray cattle that had wandered
off. As a young boy, he dreamed of building a home on the highest point of the land
where cattle grazed. And in 1997, he and
his wife Audrey GLGMXVWWKDW
Today, their home sits on the bluffs
Glen Schultz
along Roberts Creek and its tributaries that border their property
on three sides. Through the years, they’ve farmed more than 260
acres, raising corn, soybeans, and alfalfa. The only difference?
Today, the creek meanders along slightly different, subtly changing boundaries due to erosion, rushing waters, sediment buildup
after years of rains -- and lately, unusually heavy rains! (Not to
say there weren’t heavy rains in the past, Glen noted, because
there were plenty. In fact, he remembers spring thaws so powerful that rushing waters and snowmelt washed entire sections of
cattle fences downhill into Roberts Creek.)
But the creek bed and banks have changed dramatically over
WKH\HDUV³1RZLWVHHPVOLNHZKHQLWUDLQVPRUHLQFKHVRIUDLQ
IDOO´*OHQSRLQWHGRXW³,WXVHGWREHWKDWKDOIDQLQFKRIUDLQLQ
a week would mean half-a-day of downtime on the tractor doing
¿HOGZRUN7RGD\WKHUDLQVDUHKHDY\DQGFRPHGRZQIDVWDQG
WKHVHSDWWHUQVKDYHGH¿QLWHO\UHVXOWHGLQPRUHHURVLRQ´
Concerned with the loss of structure on their bluffs, Glen and
Audrey attended a Scott Soil and Water Conservation Districtsponsored meeting among Blakeley Township residents. There,
they learned about programs and actions residents could take
if they were experiencing gullies, serious ravines, and muddied
GRZQVWUHDP ZDWHU ³:H KDG D IHZ WURXEOH VSRWV´ *OHQ QRWHG

Before (above) and after (below) photos of the
Schultz hillside in Blakeley Township.

about his property southwest of Belle Plaine. In
2006, he worked with the Scott Watershed Management Organization (SWMO) and SWCD staff
in funding and installing a grassed waterway in
RQH RI KLV ¿HOGV :DWHUZD\V SUHYHQW VRLO ORVV
EROSION CONTROL to page 13
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Top of the SCENE

Commissioners’ Corner

By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Help us reach good outcomes
Starting with the “Conversation Initiative” set forth by then-Administrator Dave
Unmacht in the late 1990s, Scott County has been heading down a path toward
creating a customer service-centric organization, focused on the core functions of
government itself: Promoting a safe, healthy, and livable community.
2YHU WKH QH[W GHFDGHSOXV WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ EHJDQ PDNLQJ VLJQL¿FDQW
positive operational and cultural changes. Labor relations moved from being
purely adversarial to being more cooperative and performance-centered. The
RUJDQL]DWLRQDO DQG SK\VLFDO LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ZDV PRGL¿HG WR SURPRWH D VHUYLFH
focused and collaborative style of government. Training, professional development,
and personal responsibility were emphasized. The old guard retired, and a new
leadership team was set in place. Perhaps most importantly, new relationships were
built throughout all of the local governments within the County. While we’re not
WKHUHMXVW\HWWKLVRUJDQL]DWLRQLVJUDGXDOO\PRYLQJWRZDUGVHVWDEOLVKLQJDVWDQGDUG
of excellence grounded in the concepts of organizational leadership, professional
development, and personal growth that support the expectations within the County’s
mission statement.
Beginning in 2007 (but not actually recognized until late 2008), the nation’s
HFRQRP\IHOORIIDFOLII+RPHYDOXHVIHOO¿QDQFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQVIDLOHGEXVLQHVVHV
contracted, and unemployment skyrocketed. Locally, Dave Unmacht took a
position in the private sector, and the political landscape changed. Collectively,
WKHVH H[WHUQDO DQG LQWHUQDO HYHQWV FUHDWHG ¿VFDO DQG SROLF\ FKDOOHQJHV IRU WKH
RUJDQL]DWLRQ$QGWKH\DOVRH[SRVHGVHYHUDOZHDNQHVVHV¿QDQFLDOO\DQLQVXI¿FLHQW
fund balance; operationally, a lack of capacity to collect, understand, and use data
WRHVWDEOLVKRUJDQL]DWLRQDOSULRULWLHVDQGSKLORVRSKLFDOO\ZHZHUHQRWVXI¿FLHQWO\
HQJDJLQJ OLVWHQLQJ RUFRPPXQLFDWLQJD³YDOXHSURSRVLWLRQ´WRRXUFLWL]HQV
7KHRUJDQL]DWLRQUHVSRQGHGWRWKH¿VFDOFKDOOHQJHVE\SOD\LQJWRLWVVWUHQJWKV±
many developed over the previous decade. The immediate need was to address the
¿VFDOFKDOOHQJHV:HHQJDJHGRXUHPSOR\HHVWRTXLWHOLWHUDOO\GRPXFKPRUHZLWK
the same or less, including lowering headcounts and changes in their compensation
SODQV:HDOVRFKDOOHQJHGRXUVHQLRUPDQDJHPHQWWR¿QGZD\VWRVKDUHUHVRXUFHV
DQGRUWR¿QGDOWHUQDWHVRXUFHVRIIXQGLQJRUGHOLYHULQJVHUYLFHV$QGJLYHQWKH
severity and the persistence of the economic downturn, by any measure, our results
have been clear, positive, and arguably outstanding. As we slowly come out of
WKH UHFHVVLRQ 6FRWW &RXQW\ LV VWURQJHU ¿QDQFLDOO\ ± DQG ,¶OO FRQWHQG WKDW ZH¶YH
maintained or improved service levels in most areas. And through our efforts
focused on transportation and economic development we are positioned relatively
well to take advantage of the recovery.
+RZHYHUUHVSRQGLQJWRWKH¿VFDOFKDOOHQJHVLVQRWZKDWZLOOGULYHRXUORQJWHUP
success. The real success will come from shifting the organizational management
and decision making process to one focused on measuring if we are making progress
WRZDUGGHVLUHGRXWFRPHV±WUXO\³'HOLYHULQJ:KDW0DWWHUV´%\LPSOHPHQWLQJDQ
outcome (performance-based) management model and priority-based budgeting,
we will continue to evolve the organization and how we plan, provide, and prioritize
RXUSURJUDPVDQGVHUYLFHV%XWWRWUXO\EHVXFFHVVIXOLQ³'HOLYHULQJ:KDW0DWWHUV´
we need your help. What matters most to you?
The County is in the process of working to engage you (the customer, the taxpayer,
the citizen) on this important issue. We want to involve you in a reasonable,
sensible, and responsible way. Our goals are simple: we want to impart information
about what we are doing, how and why. We want to get your feedback and advice
so that we have a clearer understanding of what truly matters. We want to hear your
ideas about what makes our community safe, healthy, and livable so that we focus
our energy and resources on making those things happen.
Our efforts to get your input and advice will come in a variety of ways. From
KROGLQJ ³&RQYHUVDWLRQV ZLWK WKH &RPPXQLW\´ PHHWLQJV WR FLWL]HQ VXUYH\V IURP
interactions at our County Fair booth to on-line engagement via social media and
digital forums, we want to hear your thoughts, questions, and ideas. As we move
IRUZDUGZLWKRXUHIIRUWVDLPHGDW³'HOLYHULQJ:KDW0DWWHUV´ZHHQFRXUDJH\RXWR
take the time, select the manner that works for you, and engage in the conversation.

Scott County wins two state awards
At the recent Association of Minnesota Counties’ Annual Awards banquet
in Minneapolis, Scott County was honored with a 2013 County Achievement
Award for its innovative “SCALE University” program, which was created
to develop excellence, professionalism, and leadership in public service
careers. Pictured above are the 2012 graduates from SCALE University, a
program offered to employees from Scott and Carver counties. In addition,
the County’s progressive First Stop Shop was recognized for its excellence
in fostering economic development in the community.

The Yard and Garden Line…

ZĂďďŝƚƐĞĂƟŶŐǇŽƵƌƐŚƌƵďƐ͍ǀĞƌŐƌĞĞŶƐƚƵƌŶŝŶŐďƌŽǁŶ͍
ĂůůƚŚĞĂƌǀĞƌͲ^ĐŽƩǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐzĂƌĚĂŶĚ
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ĂŶĚĂDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌǁŝůůŐĞƚďĂĐŬƚŽǇŽƵ͘

County Board meetings through February 2014
December 17
December 24
December 31

----

County Board meeting
no meeting
no meeting

January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetLQJVFRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  
Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or via e-mail at (952) 496-8601. For
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWHDW
ZZZFRVFRWWPQXVFOLFNRQ³<RXU&RXQW\*RYHUQPHQW´WKHQ³&LWL]HQ$GYLVRU\
&RPPLWWHHV´RU³%RDUGV &RPPLVVLRQV´
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (1 vacancy). Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 4. The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for subdivision of
land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the County Board
for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of
$GMXVWPHQWKROGVSXEOLFKHDULQJVDQGPDNHVGHFLVLRQVRQYDULDQFHUHTXHVWV7KHVH
Boards meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). There are currently
two vacancies on this Board in Commissioner Districts 1 and 3. This Board is
responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law
HQIRUFHPHQW VWDII FRUUHFWLRQV VWDII MXGJHV DWWRUQH\V VRFLDO VHUYLFHV SHUVRQQHO
HGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YHFLWL]HQPHPEHUVRQHIURPHDFK&RPPLVsioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms,
and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic
groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets every other month
on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (9 vacancies). The Resource Council consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are nine vacancies on the Council, with vacancies in all Commissioner Districts.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board;
makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services
Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities,
JRDOVDQGREMHFWLYHVWRWKH&RXQW\%RDUGDQGUHFHLYHVUHYLHZVDQGFRPPHQWV
on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services
plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers
of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee
meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 6 p.m.
Library Board of Advisors (1 vacancy). There is currently one opening on
this Board in Commissioner District 4. The Library Board of Advisors consists of
one representative from each Commissioner District. Members serve three-year
terms, and are eligible to serve three consecutive terms. The Board participates in
the formation of the Library Strategic Plan that is used to focus limited resources on
library services that meet the needs of our customers; evaluates current and future
VHUYLFHVDQGJXLGHVWKHFUHDWLRQRIDEXGJHWWKDWUHÀHFWVLGHQWL¿HGFXVWRPHUQHHGV
The Board recommends operating policies for the public library system and, by
statute, is responsible for the content of the library collection. The Board currently
meets on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Each year, one meeting is
held in each of the seven branch libraries and the Scott County Law Library and
four meetings are held at Library Administration (Shakopee).
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission
(2 vacancies). Currently, there are vacancies representing the Southwest portion
and the Credit River Watershed. The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource
Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; the implementation of the
Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan; and associated program gorals
DQG SURMHFWV  7KH FRPPLVVLRQ FRQVLVWV RI VHYHQ PHPEHUV UHSUHVHQWLQJ VSHFL¿F
watershed areas. This Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
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Library News

Birdsey retires; new website,
e-books soon available
By Vanessa J. Birdsey, (Retired)
Scott County Library Director
7KLVZLOOEHP\¿QDODUWLFOHIRUWKH
SCENEDV,DPQRZRI¿FLDOO\HQMR\LQJ
retirement! I have been involved with
the Scott County Library System since
1983, with a side trip to UCLA. I’ve
loved watching the growth of this community. I’ve loved being a part of the
development of new buildings and serYLFHV¿UVWDVWKH6DYDJH/LEUDULDQ ,
thought that alone would be enough to
get me on a game show in Los Angeles,
but sadly, it was not), and as the Library
Director for the last 10 years. Two economic downturns have impacted what
could be done with the libraries, but I
think that the library staff -- with help
from County Administration and the
Commissioners -- have made the most
of our resources, and they have provided consistently excellent service to our
residents. I am proud to have worked
with them, and with all of the County
employees. I plan to continue living in
Shakopee, so if you see me around, say
hello.
I would like to leave you with some
³&RPLQJ $WWUDFWLRQV´ WKDW , KRSH \RX
ZLOO¿QGDVH[FLWLQJDV,GRDQGWKDW,
look forward to using as a civilian.
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Delivering
What
Matters
Children matter
One of the most important quality measures for a County is how it cares for its
children, especially those whose parents are unable or have failed to meet basic
safety needs.
All reports of neglect or abuse of children are received by Scott County Child
Protection. Every attempt is made to provide services that assure children are safe
within their own family; when this isn’t possible, children may need to be placed in
foster care while the family makes the changes necessary to provide a safe home.
Children best thrive and grow emotionally with their parents, so the goal is to
make their stay in foster care as short as possible. Federal standards expect that at
a minimum 75.2 percent of children should be able to return safely to their parents
ZLWKLQPRQWKVRISODFHPHQW2YHUWKHSDVW¿YH\HDUV6FRWW&RXQW\&KLOG3URtection has met or exceeded this standard.

Vanessa Birdsey

“Dished! Good Food and Food
Writing from the Heartland” series
starts in January at the Scott County libraries The libraries are very excited to
host a series of food programs celebrating the best of heartland food and cooking. Starting in mid-January through the
end of February, watch for top-notch
food writers like Amy Thielen (host of
Heartland Table on the Food Network
The redesigned interactive library and author of The New Midwestern Tawebsite will launch in mid- to late De- ble); Brett Laidlaw, author of the forFHPEHU,KRSH\RXZLOOHQMR\WKLVQHZ aging book and blog Trout Caviar; and
VLWH DQG ¿QG LW WR EH ERWK XVHIXO DQG Raghavan Iyer, award-winning chef
entertaining. The colors are vibrant and author of Indian Cooking Unfoldand fun. There will now be both a kids’ ed. Celebrate Scott County’s brewing
site and a teens’ site, each with special heritage with programs on beer history
features. We will feature not only our and craft brewing by Surly Beer and the
books, services, and events, but also our Minnesota Historical Society!
customers and staff. The website will of%XW WKH SURJUDPV DUHQ¶W DOO MXVW IRU
fer more opportunities to contact library
adults. Each branch will host programs
staff and it will be easier to navigate.
for kids and families as well, like famAlso coming in late December, the ily cooking classes, presentations of the
3M e-book site for Scott County will new book Fruits and Veggies Aplenty!
go live. Scott County residents will with the author Cathy Isles, and stohave a much larger selection of e-books rytimes with Farmer Rich or Lisa’s
WR ³FKHFN RXW´ 2XU 5HJLRQDO /LEUDU\ Chickens. For more information and a
System (MELSA) purchased $500,000 full schedule of events, visit your local
worth of e-books that will be shared by branch or the library’s website at www.
library card holders in the seven-county scott.lib.mn.us. The series is funded in
metro area. This collection will supple- part by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural
PHQWZKDW6FRWW&RXQW\SXUFKDVHVMXVW Heritage Fund.
in time for holiday gift giving.

Radon kits available at cost
December 23 to January 2 is National Radon Action Week.
This week is designed to raise awareness about the dangers and
public health issues associated with exposure to radon. Radon
is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that is invisible, odorless, and can cause lung cancer when an individual is exposed at
elevated levels.
7HVWLQJ\RXUKRPHRURI¿FHIRUUDGRQLVHDV\DQGLQH[SHQVLYH
DQGLIKLJKOHYHOVDUHGLVFRYHUHGWKH\FDQEH¿[HG7HVWLQJLVDV
easy as opening a package, placing the detector in a designated
area for a certain period of time, sealing the detector back in the
package, and mailing it to the lab. Fortunately, Scott County
sells radon test kits at cost. For more information, visit our webVLWHDWZZZFRVFRWWPQXVDQGVHDUFKIRU³UDGRQ´

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or
lkohner@co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@co.scott.
mn.us.

4-H: A program
for the whole
family!
4-H Clubs are located throughout Scott
County. For information about how
to join a club, call the Scott County
([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW  
Enrollment in underway!
All youth in kindergarten through one
year after high school are
invited to join.

Elko New Market Service
Center open at library
Services offered at the Elko New Market Service Center include:
0RWRUYHKLFOHOLFHQVHWDEVDQGWLWOHWUDQVIHUV
'ULYHU¶VOLFHQVHFKDQJHRIDGGUHVV
%RDWVQRZPRELOHDQG$79OLFHQVHV
*DPHDQG¿VKOLFHQVHV
3URSHUW\WD[SD\PHQWV
0DUULDJHOLFHQVHDSSOLFDWLRQV
1RWDU\VHUYLFHDQGQRWDU\¿OLQJV
&HUWL¿HGFRSLHVRIELUWKGHDWKDQGPDUULDJHFHUWL¿FDWHV
3XUFKDVHRIUDGRQWHVWNLWV
'URSRIIRIUHDOHVWDWHWLWOHGRFXPHQWV
+RPHVWHDGDSSOLFDWLRQV
%XLOGLQJSHUPLWSLFNXS XSRQUHTXHVW
9RWHUUHJLVWUDWLRQDEVHQWHHYRWLQJDSSOLFDWLRQV
Hours are:
Mondays and Wednesdays,SP±SP FORVHGIRUOXQFKIURP
4:30 p.m.)
Tuesdays and Fridays,DP±SP FORVHGIRUOXQFKIURPSP
Saturdays,DP±SP /DERU'D\WKURXJK0HPRULDO'D\
Please call (952) 496-8337 with questions or for more information. We look
forward to serving you soon!

Page 4 Scott County SCENE December 2013/January 2014

Healthy SCENE
By Merrilee Brown

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Health care directives are
important for all adults

Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Health Care Directives are more
health decisions for you if you
FRPPRQO\ NQRZQ DV ³OLYLQJ ZLOOV´ RU
become unable to make or com³GXUDEOH SRZHU RI DWWRUQH\´  %XW ZK\
municate decisions.
plan ahead when it comes to health care
 On Part II, you can leave writdecisions?
ten instructions that include your
Adults have the right to control
health care goals, fears, and con:KHQP\NLGVZHUHWHHQDJHUV,XVXDOO\XVHGWKHSKUDVH³JHWWKHOHDGRXW´WR get their own medical care by consenting
FHUQV<RXZLOOLQFOXGHZKDW\RX
them moving. (Sound familiar?) But now, it holds a different meaning for me.
to or refusing medical treatment. Pawant as well as what you don’t
I would like to expand on one more of Public Health’s responsibilities: to protect tients have the right to understand health
ZDQW<RXFDQDOVRVWDWHOLPLWVRI
you against environmental health hazards, and exposure to lead LV MXVW RQH RI problems, care options, and effects of
the powers you want your agent
those hazards. Lead is part of our world, and many of us unknowingly surround DFFHSWLQJRUUHMHFWLQJWUHDWPHQWV
to have.
ourselves with products that contain it every day. We may also be unintentionally
Sometimes decisions must be made
 To make it legal, sign and date
purchasing and using products which contain lead, thus placing us and our families when a person isn’t able to decide or
it. Then have the document witat risk for lead poisoning.
communicate preferences. For innessed by a notary public or two
Lead-based paint and lead-contaminated dust remain one of the main sources VWDQFH DQ\RQH ZKR LV DW ULVN RI LQMXU\
people, none of whom can be the
of exposure for lead in U.S. children. or illness.
agent.
Although lead-based paints were banned
Putting your wishes in writing helps
 Next, make sure you share a
from use in housing in 1978, all houses make sure they’ll be known and folcopy of your directive with your
built before 1978 likely contain some lowed by family, friends, health care
agent and health care providers.
lead-based paint. Some other sources of providers, and others.
lead include imported pottery, candles,
It is never too late to complete this
make up, jewelry, and children’s toys.
Completing the Directive Form
important document. For a free copy
In our homes, lead can be found in the
First, you need to get a copy of Min- of the Minnesota Health Care Direcwater pipes, on our swing sets, as well QHVRWD+HDOWK&DUH'LUHFWLYHIRUPWR¿OO tive Toolkit, contact Sharon Powell,
as the soil in our backyards.
out.
Extension Educator, Family Resource
While everyone is at risk for lead
 On Part I, you can appoint a per- Management, at (952) 492-5383 or via
Lead-based paint is often found in poisoning, children less than six years of
VRQ FDOOHGDQ³DJHQW´ WRPDNH e-mail at spowell@umn.edu.
homes built before 1978.
age are most at risk because their bodies
DEVRUEOHDGPRUHHDVLO\DQGWKHLUEUDLQVDUHVWLOOGHYHORSLQJ<RXQJHUFKLOGUHQDOVR
WHQGWRSXWWKHLUKDQGVRURWKHUREMHFWVLQWKHLUPRXWKVZKLFKPD\EHFRQWDPLQDWHG
with lead dust.
Being exposed to too much lead can cause serious health problems, such as
lowered intelligence, decreased coordination, shortened attention span, aggressive
behavior, hearing and speech problems, delays in reading, and other disabilities.
Our weather seems to be changing
High levels of lead in the body can cause seizures, or even death. While it was once
lately, with more intense storms and
thought that lower levels of lead may be safe, research today has shown that there
extreme weather. Slippery conditions
is no safe level of lead in a child’s body.
can develop during Minnesota winters,
Each year, approximately 800 children are newly diagnosed with lead poisoning
OHDGLQJ WR VHULRXV VOLS DQG IDOO LQMXin Minnesota. Scott County Public Health takes an active role in the monitoring
and prevention of blood lead poisoning for the children of Scott County. Scott ULHV  ,I WKLV LV \RXU ¿UVW 0LGZHVWHUQ
County Public Health partners with the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) winter, then pay even closer attention!)
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program to follow up on cases, inspect 7KH SHUVRQDO DQG ¿QDQFLDO LPSDFWV RI
DZLQWHUWLPHLQMXU\FDQODVWWKURXJKRXW
homes, and help coordinate repairs with lead hazards.
Many times, the symptoms of lead exposure and poisoning can be silent and do the year for you, your family, and your
not appear until the child is very ill. Therefore, the only way to know if a child has employer. By following these simple
been exposed to lead is to have a blood test. Blood tests are recommended for all steps, you can reduce the risk of a slip
 Wear footwear with adequate
children at ages 12 and 24 months. Children ages six and younger who have not DQGIDOOLQMXU\
traction.
been tested should also receive a blood lead test. Children at high risk should be
Winter Walking Safety Tips
 Strive to remove snow from
tested yearly.
your sidewalks and driveway as
If testing reveals that the child’s blood lead level is elevated, Scott County Public Be Safe
soon as you can (before driving or
+HDOWKZLOOEHQRWL¿HG$SXEOLFKHDOWKQXUVHZLOOWKHQFRQWDFWWKHSDUHQWVRIWKH  Plan extra time on your schedule
to prevent being in a rush. Most
walking on the area, if possible).
child to discuss the possible source of lead exposure. The health nurse will also
accidents occur due to inattention
Apply sand or salt to ice-covered
discuss ways to help lower the child’s blood lead level, and will assist in providing
or hurry.
the parents with guidance for follow up blood tests. These follow-up blood tests
areas, then come back and scrape/
 Remove snow from shoes before
are necessary to ensure that the child’s lead level is decreasing.
remove that ice once the salt
entering any building.
The good news? Lead poisoning can be prevented. The goal is to prevent lead
has had a chance to break the
exposure to children before they are harmed. The key is to know the common  Always use handrails when
bond between the ice and the
climbing up and down stairs.
sources of lead in and around our homes, and then prevent children from coming
underlying pavement.
 Always use handrails when going Be Smart
into contact with these things.
in and out of buildings, vehicles,
 Walk at a slower pace.
or public transportation.
Homes built prior to 1978 should be inspected for lead-based paint. If there
 Stay on designated walkways.
is paint that is visibly chipping, children should be kept away from those areas. If
 Watch for, and avoid, slippery
the home is being renovated, children and pregnant women should avoid the home
surfaces.
until the renovation is complete.
Be Seen
Lead dust can reside on anything so frequent washing of children’s hands,
 Wear visible clothing -- especially
ERWWOHVSDFL¿HUVDQGWR\VLVDOVRLPSRUWDQW%HFDXVHWKHSOXPELQJLQRXUKRPHV
at night or during heavy snow.
may contain lead, always use water from the cold water tap for drinking, cooking,
 Wait for vehicles to stop
and making baby formula. Let the water run for 30-60 seconds before drinking it.
completely before crossing the
Encouraging a healthy and well-balanced diet for children is also important. If
road. Approaching vehicles may
the child has been exposed to lead, a diet rich in Vitamin C, iron, and calcium can
not be able to stop immediately
help clear the body of lead.
due to road conditions.
$GXOWVZKRZRUNZLWKOHDGRQWKHMREDUHDOVRDWKLJKULVNDQGFDQEULQJOHDG
If you do fall, relax and try to fall as
KRPHRQWKHLUFORWKHVDQGH[SRVHWKHLUFKLOGUHQ,I\RXUMREH[SRVHV\RXWROHDG
limply as possible. Avoid using your
shower and change clothes before you leave work. Do not wear work clothes in
arms to break your fall. And as always,
the family vehicle after work. Wash work clothes separately from family laundry. Strive to remove snow from sidewalks call 911 if you need immediate medical
0XFKWRWKHIUXVWUDWLRQRISDUHQWVWKHUHDUHVWLOOFKLOGUHQ¶VMHZHOU\DQGWR\VEHLQJ and driveway as soon as you can.
attention.
made and sold which contain lead. With
the holidays right around the corner,
parents can get more information and
helpful tips on buying lead-free toys,
as well as staying up to date on past
and current children’s toy recalls, by
visiting the Consumer Product Safety
Scott County’s Facebook page and Twitter will
Commission’s website at www.cpsc.
provide you with the latest updates on events,
gov. And for more information on lead
road projects, and a variety of news affecting
poisoning and exposure, please visit
County residents.
the Minnesota Department of Health’s
website at www.health.state.mn.us/divs/
Check us out!
eh/lead.
Some children’s toys and jewelry

Get the lead out to prevent poisoning

Winter walking
Tips for staying on your feet

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter

contain lead.

Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Enjoy winter, but be safe
If you’ve lived in Scott County (or anywhere in Minnesota, for that matter),
you know that our winters are… special. Winter in our area is normally a long
period of cold temperatures with snow and ice that can last from November until
April. While it can be bitterly cold outside, many Scott County residents don’t let
winter slow them down. In fact, with the diverse range of activities Scott County
RIIHUVVXFKDVLFH¿VKLQJKXQWLQJVQRZVKRHLQJVNLLQJVOHGGLQJVQRZPRELOLQJ
skating, running, and hiking -- many of our residents don’t let winter stop them
IURPHQMR\LQJWKHRXWGRRUV
Regardless of whether you love or despise our winters,
everyone needs to respect the dangers they can create. While
ZLQWHUFDQEHHQMR\DEOHLWDOZD\VSUHVHQWVDYDULHW\RIULVNV
and hazards to each of us. Because of these dangers, it is
crucial to stay informed and aware of the threats our winters
can pose to our safety.
Winter in Minnesota can be described in many ways, but
³XQSUHGLFWDEOH´ isn’t one of them. At some point, it will
snow and temperatures will drop below zero. There will
be ice on the roads, and high winds will raise the risk of
being outdoors. Almost any winter day outdoors in Scott County can be termed as
hazardous to life-threatening.
The best way to avoid the hazards is to stay warm and cozy indoors, but staying
inside throughout the entire winter is next to impossible for most of us… and staying
indoors for long periods can carry its own risks. Problems can arise with indoor air,
DQG¿UHULVNVDOVRLQFUHDVHGUDPDWLFDOO\LQWKHZLQWHU$VPXFKDVVRPHRIXVPD\
want to stay inside in winter, we’ll all face Old Man Winter at some point.
One way to prepare for a safe winter is to learn some of the more common terms
the National Weather Service may use during the winter months. Here are a few of
the more frequent winter terms issued by the National Weather Service:
x
Winter Weather Advisory: Winter weather conditions are
H[SHFWHG WR FDXVH VLJQL¿FDQW LQFRQYHQLHQFHV DQG PD\ EH KD]DUGRXV  ,I
you are cautious, these situations should not be life threatening.
x
Winter Weather Outlook: Winter storm conditions are possible
LQWKHQH[WWZRWR¿YHGD\V6WD\WXQHGWRORFDOPHGLDIRUXSGDWHV
x
Winter Storm Watch: Winter storm conditions are possible
within the next 36 to 48 hours, so prepare now!
x
Winter Storm Warning: Life-threatening, severe winter
conditions have begun or will begin within 24 hours. Act now!
There are several other terms that can be issued from the National Weather Service
DVZHOOVXFKDV³%OL]]DUG:DUQLQJV´³+LJK:LQG$GYLVRULHVRU:DUQLQJV´DQG
³:LQG&KLOO$GYLVRULHV´:KHQHYHU\RXKHDUWKH1DWLRQDO:HDWKHU6HUYLFHLVVXH
this type of information, seek further information from local television weather
forecasts, the radio, or local internet news sites.
Another great way to get through winter safely is to make sure you have changed
WKHEDWWHULHVLQ\RXUVPRNHGHWHFWRUV,IWKHUHLVD¿UHLQ\RXUKRPHDworking
smoke detector is the best way to warn people throughout the home that they
should get out. A general rule is to change the batteries in your smoke detectors
every time you move your clocks forward or back from daylight savings time.
It is also good idea to make a planRQKRZ\RXUIDPLO\ZRXOGUHDFWWRD¿UHLQ
your home, including having a communications plan and a meeting place should
your family need to get out of your home quickly. Once you have a plan, practice
LW<RXGRQ¶WZDQWWREHRQHRIWKH$PHULFDQVZKRDUHNLOOHGLQ¿UHVHDFK
\HDUQRUGR\RXZDQWWREHRQHRIWKHSHRSOHLQWKLVQDWLRQZKRDUHLQMXUHG
by them annually.
Of course, winter is cold and you can’t fault anyone for looking for ways to
keep warm. As the temperature drops, the use of wood stoves, space heaters, and
¿UHSODFHV EHFRPH PRUH FRPPRQ  :LWK KHDWLQJ
fuels and utilities rising in price, many have looked
for other ways to stay warm. Wood burning stoves
and space heaters seem to be hot items in Minnesota,
but they carry a risk. In fact, each year there are an
HVWLPDWHGSRUWDEOHKHDWHU¿UHVLQ86KRPHVWKDW
FDXVHDQDYHUDJHRIGHDWKVLQMXULHVDQG
million in property loss. While it is true that portable
KHDWHUVRQO\FDXVHDERXWWZRSHUFHQWRIKHDWLQJ¿UHV
Use caution when using LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ LW LV DOVR WUXH WKDW ¿UHV FDXVHG E\
portable heaters are responsible for 45 percent of all
portable heaters.
fatal KRPHKHDWLQJ¿UHV
Remember, all heating equipment needs space, so please keep anything that is
ÀDPPDEOHDWOHDVWWKUHHIHHWDZD\IURPDQ\KHDWHUDQGVHWXSDWKUHHIRRW³NLG
IUHH´]RQHDURXQG¿UHSODFHVZRRGVWRYHVDQGVSDFHKHDWHUV<RXFDQDOVRGRWKH
IROORZLQJWRGHFUHDVH\RXU¿UHULVNZLWKDSRUWDEOHKHDWHU
x
Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room.
x
,I \RX DUH SXUFKDVLQJ D SRUWDEOH KHDWHU WU\ WR ¿QG RQH ZLWK DQ
automatic shut-off so if they tip over, they shut off.
x
Plug portable heaters directly into outlets and never into an
extension cord or power strip.
0RVWRIXVNQRZZKDWWRH[SHFWWKLVZLQWHUEXWRYHUFRQ¿GHQFHFDQRIWHQEHRXU
biggest weakness. Please take the cold season seriously and make sure you survive
yet another Minnesota winter. Stay warm, stay safe, and stay informed this winter
-- and warmer days are sure to follow.
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*HW\RXU¿QDQFHVLQWR
better shape during 2014
With a new year on the horizon, we
DOOKDYHDQHZFKDQFHWRPDNHVLJQL¿cant life changes. This year, if you are
VHULRXV DERXW LPSURYLQJ \RXU ¿QDQFLDO
outlook, here are a few tips to get you
started and keep you motivated.
Make a plan… now.
Ever heard that popular quote:
³7KRVH ZKR IDLO WR SODQ SODQ WR IDLO´"
Most resolutions are short-lived, not because the will or desire is not there, but
because there’s no clear plan to achieve
the goal. Schedule an hour on Sunday
DIWHUQRRQ WR MRW GRZQ D VLPSOH DFWLRQ
plan. Ask yourself: :KDW ¿QDQFLDO DUeas need to be addressed? What steps
should I take to get there? What costs
can I cut out of my weekly and monthly
budget?,W¶VRIWHQWKH¿UVWVWHSWKDWLVWKH
hardest to complete.
%HVSHFL¿FZLWK\RXUJRDOV
Too often, we set broad, unrealistic,
³SLHLQWKHVN\´ JRDOV ZLWK ZKLFK ZH
soon become discouraged and fall short
of reaching. Setting achievable goals is
important to your success ratio. For example, if your goal is reducing debt, aim
to pay off one of your credit cards. The
more detailed the goal, the more you
will be able to stay focused on it.
Automate your savings.
Consider setting up automatic electronic transfers to your savings account
RQ \RXU SD\GD\V <RX¶OO EH VXUSULVHG
how painless it is to save this way, and
how quickly your savings will grow.
Online bill pay services are also quite
effective and can help you eliminate
costly late fees.

Make it a fun family affair.
Saving money and reducing debt
UHTXLUH VDFUL¿FH$QG VDFUL¿FLQJ WKRVH
WKLQJV\RXHQMR\FDQVRPHWLPHVEHXQcomfortable. To keep you and your famLO\ PRWLYDWHG ¿QG ZD\V WR PDNH WKH
process fun. Simple things like encouraging your kids to keep a clear piggy
bank to watch their savings grow, or
KRVWLQJ D ZHHNO\ ³IDPLO\ JDPH QLJKW´
instead of dining out, can keep you on
target. Choose fun family activities
that are both entertaining and help you
save money.
Little cuts go a long way.
Many people assume they have to
PDNH PDMRU OLIHVW\OH FKDQJHV LQ RUGHU
to save money. In reality, a few simple
daily choices can make a real difference. For instance, consider drinking
coffee from home instead of at the local
coffee house. These small changes can
add thousands of dollars to your savings
account over time.
In the end, the most important thing
to remember is to stay focused. Slow,
VWHDG\ DQG FRPPLWWHG ZLQV WKH ¿QDQcial race. A little discipline and work
can lead to a happy and prosperous New
<HDU

Check your credit report
as new year begins
Once the holidays are over and 2014
is upon us, it’s a good time to check
\RXU FUHGLW UHSRUW  <RX¶UH HQWLWOHG WR
one free credit report every 12 months
from each of the big three credit reporting agencies: Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion.

credit reports. They often come with
strings attached, such as requiring you
to pay for a product or service. (If you
paid for what you thought was your free
DQQXDO FUHGLW UHSRUW ¿OH D FRPSODLQW
with the FTC at www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov.)
If you receive an unsolicited e-mail
There are three ways to get your offering you a free credit report -- or
free annual credit report, not includ- claiming to be from annualcreditreport.
ing a credit score:
com or any of the three nationwide cred Online at annualcreditreport. it reporting agencies -- do not respond.
com (the only authorized on- It is probably a scam. Forward such eline source for your free annual mails to the FTC at spam@uce.gov.
credit report)
Once you receive your credit re By phone at 1-877-322-8228
ports, be sure to read them through care Fill out the Annual Credit Report fully. If you see anything suspicious or
Request Form and mail it to: An- ¿QG LQDFFXUDFLHV LPPHGLDWHO\ FRQWDFW
nual Credit Report Request Ser- the credit bureaus to notify them of
vice, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta, WKH SUREOHP V  <RXU FUHGLW UHSRUW ZLOO
GA 30348-5281
contain information on how to dispute
incorrect information. If you have any
A word of caution: Be sure that you problems getting your free credit reare actually visiting the Annual Credit ports, call the FTC’s toll-free number
Report website. Imposter sites may in- (1-877-FTC-HELP) for assistance.
tentionally misspell the web address to
For an annual credit report request
entice you to visit their site and submit form or further questions, contact Expersonal information. Also be wary of tension Educator Sharon Powell at
RWKHU VLWHV WKDW FODLP WR SURYLGH ³IUHH´ spowell@umn.edu or (952) 492-5383.

Free tax preparation help available
Qualifying taxpayers can get free help preparing their federal and state
income tax returns at locations across Minnesota. You can get this help if
any of the following are true:
 <RXDUHDVHQLRUFLWL]HQ DJHRUROGHU 
 <RXDUHGLVDEOHG
 <RXVSHDNOLPLWHGRUQR(QJOLVKor
 <RXULQFRPHLVRUOHVV
Most free tax preparation sites are open February 1 through April 15. For
assistance locating the nearest free tax preparation site near you, contact Extension Educator Sharon Powell at spowell@umn.edu or (952) 492-5383.
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Turn Christmas trees into
mulch when holidays end
Private pesticide applicator training offered
By Abbey Neu, Scott County Extension Educator
Private pesticide applicators whose permits expire March 1, 2014 should have
received a postcard in the mail from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. If
\RX¶UHQRWVXUHDERXW\RXUFHUWL¿FDWLRQH[SLUDWLRQGDWH\RXPLJKWFKHFNWKHGDWH
RQ \RXU 3ULYDWH$SSOLFDWRU &HUWL¿FDWLRQ FDUG RU \RX FDQ ORRN RQOLQH DW ZZZ
PGDVWDWHPQXVZHEDSS3ULY$SSGHIDXOWMVS7KHUHDUHWKUHHRSWLRQVIRUUHQHZLQJFHUWL¿FDWLRQLQ&KRRVHWKHRSWLRQWKDWZRUNVEHVWIRU\RX
7KH¿UVWRSWLRQWRUHQHZ\RXUFHUWL¿FDWLRQLVWRDWWHQGRQHRIWKHZRUNshops conducted by University of Minnesota Extension. Workshops will begin
in January, and will be held through early March. There are numerous opportunities to attend the workshop in many different locations throughout the state. To be
approved by Minnesota Department of Agriculture, three hours of instruction time
are required. Workshops are scheduled for 3.5 hours, allowing for a couple breaks.
Some sites also offer lunch or crop updates; these sessions will be longer. A maMRULW\RIWKHZRUNVKRSFRQWHQWZLOOEHQHZLI\RXDWWHQGHGDZRUNVKRSWKUHH\HDUV
ago to recertify.
Locally, PPAT Workshops will be held on Friday, January 31 in Cologne in
FRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK D FURSV XSGDWH DQG OXQFK DQG LQ WKH &RPPXQLW\ 5RRP DW WKH
State Bank of New Prague on Wednesday, January 29 IURPDP±QRRQ
Registration will begin at 8 a.m.
A second option is to get a test packet from the Scott County Extension Of¿FH. A study manual is $10 (plus postage, if applicable) for the new 19th Edition
Private Pesticide Applicator Safety Education Manual. The new tests will be availDEOHLQWKH([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHE\-DQXDU\
The third option is to take the test online. The online test will be available
LQ-DQXDU\E\JRLQJWRZZZH[WHQVLRQXPQHGX3HVWLFLGHVSULYDWHKWPO <RXZLOO
QHHGWRXVHDFUHGLWFDUGWRSD\WKHIHHRQOLQH <RX¶OOJHWDVFRUHDVVRRQDV\RX
submit your completed test. Please check information on the site for computer
system requirements before trying this option.
,QGLYLGXDOVZKRDUHJHWWLQJWKHFHUWL¿FDWLRQIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHRUWKRVHZKRP
KDYHOHWWKHLUFHUWL¿FDWLRQH[SLUHDUHUHTXLUHGWRWDNHWKHZULWWHQWHVWRURQOLQHWHVW
options and pay a $50 fee.
 )RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW WKH SULYDWH SHVWLFLGH DSSOLFDWRU UHFHUWL¿FDWLRQ
workshops or about taking the online or written test, visit our website at www.exWHQVLRQXPQHGX3HVWLFLGHVSULYDWHKWPORUFDOOWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ2I¿FH
at (953) 492-5410.

Once the holiday season is winding
down and you are putting your decorations away for the year, your freshcut Christmas tree can still continue to
serve a useful purpose! Old Christmas
trees can be processed and turned into
wood chips, or even mixed with active
compost, and then used in your landVFDSLQJSURMHFWVQH[WVXPPHU
In addition, most waste haulers offer a special curbside collection service,
usually for several weeks after Christmas. In order to participate, you must
keep your tree separate from your reguODU KRXVHKROG JDUEDJH  <RX ZLOO DOVR
need to remove metal tree stands, tree
ornaments, lights, and tinsel from the
tree. Trees with wooden tree stands can
be recycled as-is, but do not place your
WUHHLQDSODVWLFEDJ<RXVKRXOGFKHFN
with your contracted waste hauler for
VSHFL¿F GHWDLOV VLQFH LQGLYLGXDO ZDVWH
haulers may vary in their pick-up requirements. (Be aware that some haulers do charge an additional fee for this
service.)
Even if your hauler does not offer
curbside recycling for your old Christmas tree, you still have a couple of local
options. The Mulch Store is planning
to accept Christmas trees again this
\HDUIRUDFKDUJHRIMXVWSHUWUHH
The Mulch Store is located four miles
southwest of Shakopee, along the west

“Garden dreaming” eases
harshness of winter

Mentally escape the snow and cold
± VWDUW WKLQNLQJ DERXW VRPH RI WKRVH
SURMHFWV\RXZDQWWRGRRXWGRRUVGXULQJ
the next growing season. Want a fun
new layout? Start designing! Interested
in adding different varieties of plants
to your gardens? Get researching! AlShooting Sports are games of skill,
ship skills though early winter is too soon to start
knowledge, practice, and concentration.
in county, most garden plants, it’s the perfect time
,Q WKH + 6KRRWLQJ 6SRUWV SURMHFW
r e g i o n a l , to dream about them!
youth gain important skills that carry
and nationIf you plan to start seeds, this is a
over into the rest of their lives: decision
al competi- good time to research suppliers, order
making, teamwork, self-discipline, selftions. The VHHGVDQGRUGHUVXSSOLHV<RXFDQFOHDQ
FRQ¿GHQFHDQGSUREOHPVROYLQJ7KH\
Scott Coun- XSROGVXSSOLHV VXFKDVSRWVDQGÀDWV 
also focus on safety, sportsmanship,
ty Shooting or buy new. Old containers should be
positive relationships with peers and Sports program is open to all youth in 3rd sterilized with a solution such as one
adults, awareness of career opportuni- grade through one year past high school, part bleach to nine parts water before
ties, and strengthen connections with and meets at the SCALE facility in Jor- re-using. Don’t forget to get a supply of
families through participation in life- dan (on Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m.). If sterile seed-starting medium.
you or someone you know may be inlong recreational activities.
<RXFDQSODQDQGEX\EXWGRQ¶WSODQW
The Scott County 4-H Shooting WHUHVWHG LQ MRLQLQJ WKH SURJUDP SOHDVH
PRVW
W\SHV RI VHHGV \HW 7KH PDMRULW\
Sports program follows the curricu- FDOO WKH 6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQ 2I¿FH
of
vegetable
seeds should be started six
lum from the University of Minnesota at (952) 492-5410 or plan to attend the
to
eight
weeks
in advance of when you
Extension Service, which is taught by Shooting Sports orientation and sign up
QDWLRQDOO\RUVWDWHFHUWL¿HG+LQVWUXF- meeting on January 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the
tors. These adults instruct 4-H members SCALE facility in Jordan. Both youth
LQ ¿UHDUPV VDIHW\ DQG PDUNVPDQVKLS and their parents are strongly encouraged to attend this meeting. We will be
and also include a wildlife curriculum.
The shooting disciplines include going over rules, forms, winter schedDUFKHU\ PX]]OH ORDGLQJ SLVWRO ULÀH ules, and recommended equipment
Are you ready to explore the world
shotgun, and hunting. Within these dis- lists. For more information, please go
of robots? Join 4-H!
ciplines, 4-H members are able to test to www.terrywerm.com/4H.htm.
The Scott County 4-H Program
their shooting, hunting, and sportsmanrecently formed a LEGO Robotics
Team. They’ve been offering an exciting introductory series to the LEGO
Mindstorms RCX Robotics Invention
System. In these classes, participants
have been learning mechanical design,
construction, programming, and teamDo you love staying up all night with friends and having a good time? Then
work skills. The classes focus on using
the Scott County 4-H Winter Lock-In is the right event for you!
LEGO building elements, motors, and
Once again, the Scott County 4-H program will be hosting their annual 4-H
sensors; students build different robots,
Winter Lock-In at the Dakotah Sports and Fitness Center (Prior Lake) from
then program them with a computer to
11:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. on Friday/Saturday, January 10 and 11. There will
move, react, and make sounds to solve
be basketball, swimming, rock wall climbing, movies, arcade games, bowling,
challenges.
ice skating, and much more!
These classes are a good introduction
The cost of the event is $25 for 4-H members and $30 for non- members,
for
kids interested in robotics. The next
which includes all activities, food, drinks, and door prizes. Be sure to invite
series
of classes will be held at the Scott
your friends! Call (952) 492-5410 to register. (We are also looking for chapth
&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHIRU\RXWKLQ
erones! If you are interested, please call us and let us know.)
grade and older on January 14 and 21;

4-H Shooting Sports
program begins Jan. 9

side of Highway 169
near the intersection
with County Road 14
(between Jordan and
Shakopee). They will
be open to accept your
tree from January 2 to
January 14, from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Remove
Monday - Friday, and
everything
8:00 a.m. to 12 noon
from tree
on Saturday. For more
before pickup.
information, you can
call The Mulch Store at (952) 946-6999,
or visit www.mulchstoremn.com.
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community (SMSC) Compost site in
Prior Lake will also take your old Christmas trees for recycling. The SMSC site
will take your tree at no cost, from 8:00
DPWKURXJKSP0RQGD\±)ULday. Visit their website at www.shakopeedakota.org/enviro/recycling.html for
more information.
The same advice applies with these
mulching options as with the curbside
pickup: Please remove all tinsel, lights,
ornaments, and the metal tree stand.
<RX PD\ ZUDS \RXU ROG WUHH LQ SODVWLF
to prevent the needles from shedding in
your car or truck as you transport, but
you must remove the plastic bag before
you leave the tree at their location. Happy holidays!

plan to transplant
outdoors. Here
in the Twin
Cities area,
we must usually wait until mid-late May for the frost danger to
pass. Keeping seedlings indoors for too
long can result in weak, leggy seedlings
or death by damping off, so check the
package recommendations.
Even if you normally purchase seeds
or plants locally, seed catalogs and plant
nursery websites provide great ideas.
For help with garden advice check
WKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD¶V<DUGDQG
Garden website at www1.extension.
umn.edu/garden/yard-garden or contact
the Carver-Scott Extension Master GarGHQHUV <DUG DQG *DUGHQ OLQH DW  
466-5308. Sweet garden dreams!

4-H LEGO Robotics
program begins in January

4-H offers Winter Lock-In for 6th 12th graders at Dakotah Fitness

February 4, 11, and 18; and March 4 -all from 7 until 9 p.m. All classes are
taught by trained instructors. The cost
is free for 4-H members and $15 dollars
for non-members.
If you are interested in learning
more about these courses or registering
for one or more of these opportunities,
please call (952) 492-5410.
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December 2013/January 2014 Scott County SCENE Page 7

Farm SCENE
News and Updates from the FAB and Ag Society
The Farm Advisory Board (FAB) met in November, a meeting highlighted by
a presentation from Mark Themig and Patty Freeman of Scott County Parks. Of
particular interest was the discussion surrounding the master plan for Cedar Lake
)DUP3DUN±ZKLFKGHWDLOHGWKHIUDPHZRUNIRUD0DUNHW/HDUQLQJ&HQWHU ZKLFK
may include community gardens as well as a facility dedicated to information regarding food production).
Are you interested in attending an upcoming FAB meeting? Past meeting topics
have ranged from providing input on local agriculture related ordinances and
Ediger Auctioneer Service, including family members Tim and Erica Connelly,
the
Metropolitan Council’s 2040 Comprehensive Planning process to the creation
Deb Ediger, and Samantha and Jeff Johnson (Pat Ediger not pictured) were
RIZKDWLVKRSHGWREHWKHDQQXDO$XWXPQ)DUHIHVWLYDO<RXGRQ¶WQHHGWREHD
recognized as a Friend of 4-H for providing auctioneering services for the 4-H
Board member to attend; everyone is welcome! The next meeting is scheduled for
Auction for the past 50 years.
Thursday, January 9, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Scott County Highway Facility.
(Future meetings are slated for March 6, July 10, and November 6.)

Ediger Auctioneer Service
honored as a Friend of 4-H
Ediger Auctioneer Service was honored at the Scott County 4-H Recognition Banquet held last September 29 at
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Hall in Jordan.
The Ediger family has been calling
for bids at the Scott County 4-H Blue
Ribbon Livestock Auction (held during
the County Fair) for more than 50 years.
During the past decade, the third generation of the Ediger family has assisted
with the auction on what can sometimes
be the hottest day of the summer. But

Share the Fun

$XWXPQ)DUH±WKHEUDLQFKLOGRI/RUL3LQWDVZHOODVRWKHU)$%DQG$J6RFLHW\
PHPEHUV±KDVEHHQVFKHGXOHGIRU6DWXUGD\6HSWHPEHU1H[W\HDUZLWK
the help of the University of Minnesota Extension Service, the event will be partQHUHGZLWKWKHVRUHO\PLVVHG&LW\WR&RXQWU\7RXU7KHRUJDQL]HUVRIWKLV³WZRIHU´
event hope to have a number of farms represented at Autumn Fare in the livestock
building, and are asking farmers (large and small, traditional or exotic livestock)
to have an exhibit in the livestock barn and area. If that’s you, this is a great opportunity to tell people about your farm, what you raise, the past history, and what
direction you are heading in your farming future! There will also be also a whole
EXLOGLQJIXOORISURGXFHFUDIWV¿EHUHWFHWHUDDQG RIFRXUVH JUHDWIRRG

that doesn’t deter the Edigers’ dedicaWLRQ WR WKLV HYHQW ZKLFK EHQH¿WV QRW
only individual 4-Hers, but the 4-H program overall.
Ediger Auctioneer Service donates
DXFWLRQ VHUYLFHV WR PDQ\ QRQSUR¿W
charitable organizations on an annual
basis. They are to be commended on
the support they give to these many organizations throughout the county. Con- … and the County Fair…
The dates for the 2014 Scott County Fair will be July 23 through 27. Be sure to
gratulations to Col. Pat and Deb Ediger
take
a look at the premium list (found on the Scott County Fair website at www.
and family!
VFRWWFRXQW\IDLUFRP 7KLQNLQJDERXWDSURMHFWIRUWKHZLQWHU"7KHSUHPLXPOLVW
could provide some great ideas!

Performers, speakers
sought for 4-H programs
Do you sing, dance, play an instrument, or give speeches? Then we are
looking for you! The Scott County 4-H
program will be hosting our Share the
Fun skits and Performing ArtsMXGJLQJ
contest on Saturday morning, April 12,
in Belle Plaine.

Speaking of Autumn Fare…

formances can be done individually or
as a team. Bring anything you need to
do your performance (such as CD player, costumes, props, et cetera); a piano,
music stand. and microphone will be
provided that day.

Performing
Eligibility:

Arts

State

Fair

Judges will select
Share the Fun is an opportunity for participants to advance to State Fair;
4-Hers to experience performing with participants must have been enrolled in
a group, usually your club. Group per- the Performing Arts SURMHFW DUHD DV RI
formances help 4-Hers develop poise, May 15, 2014; participants must have
VHOIFRQ¿GHQFHDQGGLVFLSOLQHDQGWKLV completed 6th grade by State Fair time.
SURMHFW DOVR H[SDQGV LQWHUHVW NQRZOPublic Speaking (you may choose
edge and skill in the performing arts.
Share the Fun involves working with your own topic)
No singing, visual aids, or music
others and sharing the results of the
work with an audience. Bring anything tapes are permitted; the speech must
you need to do your performance (such be written by the participant -- no more
as CD player, costumes, props, et ce- than 10 percent being quotations; only
tera); a piano, music stand, and micro- 3x5 cards can be used for reference in
phone will be provided that day. Acts the intermediate and senior divisions.
should not exceed six minutes in length,
and the Share the Fun performance that Interpretive Reading
Chosen reading may be read from
LVMXGJHGWREHWKHEHVWZLOOKDYHWKHRSa script or memorized; sources can be
portunity to perform at the State Fair!
SXEOLVKHG SURVH SRHWU\ ¿FWLRQ FRPPerforming Arts
edy, humor, children’s literature, news
The Performing ArtsSURMHFWLVDQRS- DUWLFOHV VSHHFKHV OHWWHUV MRXUQDOV HWF
portunity for K-12th graders to showcase (appropriate sources can be put together
their talents in the areas of drama, music, with brief bridging statements); presendance, and other forms of performing tations must include the source, author,
DUWV7KHSURMHFWFRPELQHVVWDJHSUHV- and short introduction (all included in
ence with skill development and shar- your total time limit).
LQJWKRVHVNLOOVZLWKRWKHUV<RXZLOOGR
your performance for the audience and Time limits for Public Speaking
D MXGJH  $IWHU \RXU SHUIRUPDQFH WKH and Interpretive Reading
Cloverbuds, 1-3 minutes; Beginners,
MXGJHZLOOPHHWZLWK\RXWRGLVFXVV\RXU
SHUIRUPDQFH 3DUWLFLSDQWV DUH MXGJHG 2-4 minutes; Intermediates, 4-5 minnot only on their performance, but also utes; Seniors, 7-8 minutes.
on an individual conference interview.
For more information about particiPerformances should not exceed six
minutes in length. All participants must pating in the Share the Fun Communibring a poster, display, or notebook that cation Arts Contest, contact Sara Wagdescribes their particular skills, previous ner at (952) 492-5410 or via email at
experience, and/or future plans within dunc0088@umn.edu.
WKHLUSHUIRUPLQJDUWVSURMHFWDUHD3HU-

… and a last, sad note.
The FAB members want to note the recent passing of Chuck Wood, who served
on the Scott County Planning Commission. Our sympathies to his family and
friends.

Funds sought to
expand Youth Teaching
Youth program
Today’s young people are growing
up in a very complex world. There are
VRPDQ\RXWVLGHLQÀXHQFHVWKDWPDNHLW
GLI¿FXOWWRPDNHWKHULJKWGHFLVLRQDERXW
tough issues. Parents try to teach their
children to make the right decisions and
develop a strong value system, but outVLGHLQÀXHQFHVFDQEHTXLWHSHUVXDVLYH
Parents and communities need other
sources to help teach children how to
make the right choices.
The University of Minnesota Scott
County 4-H Youth Teaching Youth programs are trying to help in this mission.
The Youth Teaching Youth program was
started in 1989 in selected Minnesota
metro-area counties because of the numEHU RI DOFRKROUHODWHG WUDI¿F DFFLGHQWV
involving 16- to 21-year-olds. Working
with the University of Minnesota CenWHUIRU+<RXWK'HYHORSPHQWDQGWKH
Minnesota Department of Public Safety,
a group of teens and Extension Educators developed a curriculum for preventing underage alcohol use. Originally
called Alcohol Decisions, the program
focused on positive youth development,
refusal skills, the effects of alcohol on
WKHERG\DQGWUDI¿FVDIHW\
Over the years, the curriculum
has been updated several times. Scott
County has expanded the Alcohol Decisions program to encompass a greater
age range and a more diverse range of
educational topics. Now called Youth
Teaching Youth, Scott County has four
PDMRU FXUULFXOD PDGH DYDLODEOH WR HOementary schools: Alcohol and Tobacco
Decisions, Character Counts (Parts I

and II), and Internet Safety. We’re in
the process of writing an acceptance
program for 3rd/4th graders.
Alcohol/Tobacco Decisions
Designed for 4th and 5th graders, this
program focuses on the effects of alcohol and tobacco, peer pressure, decision
making skills, and refusal skills.
Character Counts, Part I and Part II
Designed for 2nd and 3rd graders,
these sessions help students understand
that being a good person is a foundation to making (and keeping!) friends as
well as being positive members of their
community.
Internet Safety
This program teaches 5th graders
about being a responsible and respectful digital citizen, understanding why
communicating online is different than
in person, dangers associated with the
internet, and cyberbullying.
Right now, 4-H is seeking donations
to help fund classroom scholarships
for teachers that would like to have the
program in their classrooms but do not
have the funds. Funds are also needed
to help in the development and updating
of current and future curricula. If you
are interested in learning more about the
program or how you can donate, please
contact Sara Wagner at the University
of Minnesota Extension, Scott County at (952) 492-5410 or via e-mail at
dunc0088@umn.edu.

1BHF4DPUU$PVOUZ4$&/&%FDFNCFS+BOVBSZ
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in partnership with

Why purchase land now?
Land being purchased now is intended to protect the land from development. In some
cases, land purchased now is intended to serve future generations and is a long-term
process. Much like Minneapolis and St. Paul did in the 1800’s, Scott County is protecting
land that contains some of the most important natural resources in the county for
today’s and future generations.

Park Land Acquisition – A Legacy for the Future
In 2013, Scott County closed on the purchase of 406 acres of land for current and
future regional parks. These acquisitions were located in Doyle-Kenneﬁck Regional Park
in Cedar Lake Township and Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve in Blakeley Township. The
opportunity to acquire these lands for the regional park system in Scott County came
about due to a combination of willing sellers and regional park grant funding for the
acquisitions.
Scott County is an “Implementing Agency” of the Metropolitan Regional Park System of
the Twin Cities. This means that the county is charged with carrying out the long-term
plans for the metropolitan regional park system, but does so at the discretion of the
County Board. As part of this work Scott County completed master plans to guide the
acquisition and development of its parks. Any land that is purchased for a regional park
must be within an approved planned park boundary.

How is land acquisition funded?
Funding for the acquisitions comes from a combination of regional park acquisition
grants that fund 75% of the purchase price, and a local match of 25%. The 2008
Clean Water, Land and Legacy Constitutional Amendment, Minnesota Lottery proceeds,
and Metropolitan Council bonds make up a signiﬁcant part of the regional park grant
funding. The County’s local match is eligible for future reimbursement.
When will the land be open for public use?
Land acquired for regional park purposes is typically held in “stewardship” for several
years. During the stewardship phase, Scott County typically continues existing land uses
including leasing land for agriculture production and renting homes. Once enough land
is assembled to create outdoor recreation opportunities, the land will transition to public
use, even though full development may be many years away.
How can I get more information?
All of the County’s park master plans are available on the web site
www.co.scott.mn.us/parkstrails, as well as the County’s capital investment plan
that guides future acquisition.

parks
$FEBS-BLF'BSN3FHJPOBM1BSL

400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071,
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 9am–Sunset, May 1 to September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague,
the former Cedar Lake Farm and Day Resort property has been
converted into Scott County’s newest regional park. Family and group
picnicking, catered events, swimming, and ﬁshing are all possible at
this picturesque site.

$MFBSZ-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSL

18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Cleary Lake Regional Park is one of the most popular year-round
recreation spots in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole
golf course, campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country
ski trails and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

.VSQIZ)BOSFIBO1BSL3FTFSWF

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been
designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Summer Camps
Lifelong memories are made at Three Rivers Park’s
summer camps! We have camps for kids ages 4–15
on topics including nature exploration, outdoor
recreation, golf, ﬁshing, farming, art and Minnesota
history at Cedar Lake Farm, Cleary Lake or The
Landing. Registration begins Monday, January 14.

4QSJOH-BLF3FHJPOBM1BSLo/&8

Scott CR 83 and CR-82, Prior Lake, MN 55372 Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
Located on the north shore of Spring Lake and near the southwest shore of Prior Lake, Spring Lake Regional Park offers
374 acres of incredibly diverse natural habitats. A spectacular 3-mile paved trail takes visitors through forest and future
savanna prairie offering breathtaking vistas. The trail connects the park from north to south, as well as to County Road
12. Dogs are allowed on all paved trails with a 6-foot, non-retractable leash. A 10-acre off-leash pet area with a watering
and rinsing station provides a wonderful opportunity for dog owners to exercise their dogs. There are two separate fullyfenced areas: 9 acres for large dogs and 1 acre for small dogs. A daily or annual pass is required. An automated pay box
on site accepts credit and debit cards for daily passes.

5IF-BOEJOH

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379, Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: Mon-Sat: 10 AM-4 PM; Sunday: 11 AM–4 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings. On the ﬁrst four weekends in December (1st-23rd), revisit settler’s
holiday traditions with Folkways of the Holidays.

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLTUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

youth golf lesson
SFHJTUSBUJPOCFHJOT
Glen Lake, Minnetonka - March 4
&BHMF-BLF 1MZNPVUI - March 5
Cleary Lake, Prior Lake - March 6
#BLFS/BUJPOBM .FEJOB - March 7

0VUEPPS3FDSFBUJPO

event
calendar
.:13&4$)00-&3.&
Fun, outdoor recreational activities for
preschoolers and adults to learn and enjoy
together! Reservations required, by phone
only; call 763.559.6700. $5. Ages: 3–6 with
paying adult.

Winter Birds
December 11 – Wednesday #138403–01
10–11:30 AM, The Landing
Winter Works
December 11 – Wednesday #129903–00
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
13550 Dakota Ave. S., Savage
December 11 – Wednesday #129903–01
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
400 E. Main St., New Prague
December 14 – Saturday #124603–00
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
December 14 – Saturday #129903–02
1:30–3 PM,
Elko–New Market Public Library
110 J. Roberts Way, Elko–New Market
Frozen Fun
December 18 – Wednesday #129903–03
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
December 18 – Wednesday #129903–04
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
December 21 – Saturday #124603–01
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
December 21 – Saturday #129903–05
1:30–3 PM,
Elko – New Market Public Library
Hibernation
January 8 – Wednesday #138403–02
10–11:30 AM, The Landing
Winter Birds
January 8 – Wednesday #129903–06
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
January 8 – Wednesday #129903–07
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
January 11 – Saturday #124603–02
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
January 11 – Saturday #129903–08
1:30–3 PM,
Elko–New Market Public Library
Scat and Tracks
January 15 – Wednesday #129903–09
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
January 15 – Wednesday #129903–10
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
January 18 – Saturday #124603–03
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
January 18 – Saturday #129903–11
1:30–3 PM,
Elko–New Market Public Library
Animal Valentine
February 12 – Wednesday #129903–12
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
February 12 – Wednesday #129903–13
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
February 15 – Saturday #124603–04
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
February 15 – Saturday #129903–14
1:30–3 PM,
Elko–New Market Public Library
Ice
February 12 – Wednesday #138403–03
10–11:30 AM, The Landing
Let’s Snowshoe!
February 19 – Wednesday #129903–15
10–11:30 AM,
McColl Environmental Learning Center
February 19 – Wednesday #129903–16
1:30–3 PM, New Prague Public Library
February 22 – Saturday #124603–05
10–11:30 AM,
Cleary Lake Regional Park
February 22 – Saturday #129903–17
1:30–3 PM,
Elko–New Market Public Library

%FDFNCFS+BOVBSZ4DPUU$PVOUZ4$&/&1BHF
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BEGINNER ICE FISHING
Learn what equipment is needed and
the basics of ice and cold weather safety
before trying your luck at ice ﬁshing!
Equipment provided. Reservations
required. $8. Ages: 8+, children must be
accompanied by an adult.
February 8 – Saturday #127711–00
10 AM–Noon

TAKE A KID ICE FISHING!
ICE FISHING COMMUNITY DAY
Join in a fun, free ﬁshing event! We
provide ﬁshing equipment and holes will
be drilled. Co–sponsored by the New
Prague Sportsman’s Club. Reservations are
not required. Ages: 5+, children must be
accompanied by an adult.
February 22 – Saturday #127708–00
10 AM–2 PM

$-&"3:-",&
3&(*0/"-1"3,
º FAMILY WINTER SOLSTICE HIKE
The shortest day of the year! Enjoy the
night sky with a winter hike. Reservations
required. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. $5. Ages: 5+.
December 21 – Saturday #124629–00
6–8 PM

WINTER SURVIVAL CAMP
Learn winter survival skills, shelter building,
ﬁre making, animal tracking, snowshoeing
and cross–country skiing. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $96.
Ages: 8–11.
December 26–27 – Thursday–Friday
#124510–00
9 AM–3:30 PM,

º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
Learn the basics and enjoy the beautiful
park trails. End with cocoa by the ﬁre.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: 8+.
December 29 – Sunday #124611–00
10 AM–Noon

º WINTER GEOCACHING

FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and enjoy your adventure searching
for delicious treasure. Reservations
required. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. $8. Ages: 8+.
December 29 – Sunday #124611–01
2–4 PM
February 1 – Saturday #124611–02
1–3 PM

º WINTER SURVIVAL
What do you do in a survival situation?
Join us to learn survival techniques, shelter
and ﬁre building. Reservations required.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
$5. Ages: 8+.
December 30 – Monday #124611–05
1–3 PM

º WINTER BIRDING
Join us on a hike to look for our feathered
friends who are surviving the cold.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 7+.
January 10 – Friday #124611–06
9–11 AM
February 6 – Thursday #124611–07
9–11 AM

5)&-"/%*/(
41ST ANNUAL FOLKWAYS OF
THE HOLIDAYS
Discover the holiday traditions of 19th
century Minnesotans. Enjoy folk art
performances, riding a trolley pulled by
Percheron horses and tours of homes with
culturally distinct decorations and crafts.
Dress for the weather. Last admission at
3 PM. $5 ages 18–64, $3 ages 2–17 and
seniors, children under 2 free.
December 1–22, Sundays
11 AM–4 PM
December 7–21, Saturdays #138401
10 AM–4 PM
Schedule of Entertainment:
December 1
Larry Greenstein;
December 7
Jeff & Chris Nordin,
Sacred Harp
December 8
Lara Swanson
December 15
St. Paul Czech Dancers
December 21
Village Christmas
Pageant, Santa Claus
and
Live Reindeer Display
(NOON–4 PM)
December 22
Curtis and Loretta

FOLKWAYS BY CANDLELIGHT
Celebrate the holidays with a candlelit
stroll through the 1800s Eagle Creek
Village. Greet costumed residents as they
share traditions in their homes, take in
the Christmas Pageant in the Town Hall
(6:30 PM) and music provided by Butternut
Squash. Park and enter from the West
Entrance. Dress for the weather and an
evening stroll. Last admission at 7:30 PM.
$5 ages 18–64; $3 ages 2–17 and seniors,
children under 2 free.
December 20 – Friday #138401–22
5–8:30 PM

.631):)"/3&)"/
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º FAMILY SNOWSHOEING
Learn the basics and enjoy the beautiful
park trails. End with cocoa by the ﬁre.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: 8+.
January 4 – Saturday #123711–00
9–11 AM

º WINTER BIRDING
Join us on a hike to look for our feathered
friends who are surviving the cold.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: 7+.
January 16 – Thursday #123711–01
9–11 AM
February 13 – Thursday #123711–02
9–11 AM

FROZEN FROLIC
WINTER RACE SERIES
Dust off the bike, let’s do some racing at
two of the premiere single–track trails!
Race through the trees and snow, then
warm up at the trailhead for awards and
door prizes. Studded tires are approved.
Helmets are required. Co–sponsored by
Freewheel Bike and Maple Grove Cycling.
Registration begins at 10 AM; race starts
11 AM. Pre–registration $12, day–of $15,
or $60 for all six races. To register for the
six–race series, call 763.559.6700.
Ages: 14+.
January 18 #123735–00
February 8 #123735–01
March 1 #123735–02

VICTORIAN
VALENTINE’S DINNER
Listen to the pianist play romantic melodies
as you enjoy hors d’oeuvres and dinner
in the intimate Town Hall. Then set out
for an evening stroll in the candlelit Town
Square where you visit several buildings,
each offering a different dessert for you
and your sweetheart to try. End the night
by cozying up to a ﬁre and enjoying the
breathtaking views offered by our Scenic
River Overlook. Dinner served from
6:30–7:30 PM. Bring your own wine or
beer, must be 21 or older. $40/person.
Reservations required by February 6.
Ages: 18+.
February 14 – Friday #138417–01
6–9 PM

VALENTINE’S DAY FAMILY FUN
Celebrate Valentine’s, outdoors, and
Lincoln’s birthday. Make a Victorian
Valentine’s card, ride a kicksled or
snowshoe, tour Eagle Creek Village,
hear stories about Lincoln and assemble
kid–sized log cabins. Enjoy the warmth
of a stove and a hot beverage. Enter park
through the West Entrance. $5 for ages
2+, children under 2 free. Reservations
required by February 6. Entry times are
noon, 1 PM & 2 PM.
February 8 – Saturday #138407
NOON–3 PM

WALK WHEN THE MOON IS
FULL: RACCOON MOON
Join a naturalist and stroll along the
Minnesota River in search of raccoons.
At the Fur Trading Post examine pelts
and compared them to those of other
mammals. Park at main entrance; program
will begin in Visitor Center. $5. Ages: 6+.
February 24 – Monday #138406–20
6:30–8 PM

3&(*453"5*0/*/'03."5*0/
t
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Applications are considered on the basis
of ﬁnancial need and funds available.
Call for details.
3FGVOET
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine. If
a program is canceled by park staff, you
will be notiﬁed and a full refund or credit
will be issued upon your request.

º /&8 - GROUP PROGRAM

DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program with
an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive the
discount:

*

t &OUJSFHSPVQNVTUQBZSFMBUFEGFFTBUUIF
same time.
t *GUIFQSPHSBNSFRVJSFTSFTFSWBUJPOT DBMM
763.559.6700 to make your reservation.
t *GSFTFSWBUJPOTBSFOPUSFRVJSFE BTLGPS
the discount when you arrive at the
program.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

What motivates us?
I attended 12 years of parochial school taught by nuns who had taken a vow of
SRYHUW\,ZDVLQÀXHQFHGHDUO\E\WKHFRQFHSWWKDWPRQH\ZRXOGQRWEHDVWURQJ
motivational force in my life. At a class reunion several years ago, I asked my
classmates what they had chosen for a career. Virtually everyone said that they had
chosen some form of public service profession. None had chosen a career where
PRQH\ZDVDSULPDU\JRDO3HUKDSVZHKDGDOOEHHQLQÀXHQFHGE\WKHDOWUXLVPRI
our teachers.
When I was old enough to shovel snow, rake leaves, or mow lawns, I started
offering my service to neighbors. Most of my customers were elderly; some were
wealthy, some were very poor. On the block where I lived was a doctor’s large
KRPHDQGRI¿FH+HKDGDODUJHODZQWKDWZDVDSUL]HMREIRUQHLJKERUKRRGER\V
WRJHW:HWRRNWXUQV XQRI¿FLDOO\ DQGZHUHSDLGZHOOIRURXUHIIRUWV8QOLNHP\
FRPSHWLWLRQ,QHYHUVHWDSULFHRQP\VHUYLFHVEXWZRXOGDVNIRU³«ZKDWHYHU\RX
think it is worth.” No one ever complained about this, but I learned that one person
on our block (who was quite well-off) didn’t think that having her sidewalk shoveled so neighbors could walk safely was worth very much to her. She would have
me shovel out her driveway, but would only pay me for a narrow path through her
sidewalk. I shoveled it full-width, but accepted 10 cents for the path she asked for.
Another neighbor was an elderly widow who was very poor. The poor widow
would be out struggling with her tired old body to shovel heavy snow or push an old
VLFNOHPRZHU±WRRSURXGWRDVNIRUKHOS6KHQHYHUDVNHGPHEXW,VWDUWHGVKRYHO
ing her sidewalk or mowing her lawn before she could get out to do it, and I never
stopped for payment. Once she came out, grabbed me by my collar, and pulled me
into her house; to be certain, I expected a stern scolding. She didn’t say anything,
but dragged me into her kitchen. Despite my terror, I could see she had photos of
several children. To break the silence, I asked her about her children… she told me
about each one. One had been killed in the war, none lived in our town. She tried
to pay me with some coins from a tattered little purse, but I refused. Noting the
smell of cookies, I asked only for a cookie… which she gave me with a long hug. I
felt better about my work on her small lawn and short sidewalk than I did with the
large payment I made from the doctor. And I respected her more than the wealthy
³SDWKRQO\´ODG\
So I grew up not being motivated by money but rather service. After graduating
from college and having received my draft notice, I enlisted with a plan to try to get
into a medical service area. I was successful, and found myself a couple of years
later (after military medical training) in Thailand. There, on a base in a remote part
of that country, I witnessed the deplorable environmental conditions local villagers
lived in. They had no running water or municipal sewage system. Rather, there
were ditches (called khlongs) throughout the village that conveyed wastewater and
served as a source of drinking water.
One of my military duties was to test for intestinal parasites in the Thai employees who worked on our base in some capacity with food handling. I discovered
that over 70 percent had intestinal parasites. This study would later serve as the
basis for my Master’s thesis. Besides the diseases associated with contaminated
water, malaria, TB, and leprosy were prevalent. Their life expectancy was around
45 years.
The conditions these people had to live in were shameful compared to what I
had experienced back home, but probably comparable to what our grandparents or
great-grandparents had experienced. While I was still in Thailand, the local village
-- with the help of U.S. support and volunteer effort -- was installing municipal
water and sewer service. I visited a leper colony, and saw that professionals from
around the world under the leadership of a church organization were volunteering
WRPDNHVLJQL¿FDQWLPSURYHPHQWVLQWKHOLYHVRIWKHYLFWLPVRIOHSURV\DQGWKHLU
ostracized families. These were all examples of people helping each other without
EHLQJPRWLYDWHGE\SUR¿W
After several years working at the Mayo Clinic following my military service, I
decided to pursue a degree in environmental health. After obtaining my Master’s
degree and following an internship at the Metropolitan Council (where I assisted
with the preparation of the region’s solid waste plan), I was hired to start an environmental program for Scott County. The environmental conditions here were
far better than I had observed in Thailand, but I still found many failing septic
systems running into lakes and streams, contaminated wells, small garbage dumps,
and backyard trash burning. Most businesses mismanaged their hazardous waste,
and everything went into the trash -- including hazardous waste -- and all of it was
VLPSO\EXULHGLQDODQG¿OO
But people in this country were demanding improvements, and environmental
laws were passed. Over the years, I observed many battles between money and
public health. Though many of the challenges we faced have been addressed, we
now face the greatest challenge in history: climate change. Again it is a battle
between money interests and what is good for society now and in the future. I see
two distinct motivators in our leaders, and I hope that we, as a nation, follow an
altruistic course and leave a better place for our children.

HHW Facility closed Dec. 20 - Jan. 5
Every year, the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Facility is closed over the period of Dec. 20 - Jan. 5. This allows staff
to thoroughly clean the facility and restock supplies for the upcoming
year. The HHW Facility will reopen on Wednesday, Jan. 8.
The HHW Facility is normally open to collect hazardous household
waste from Scott County residents on Wednesdays, noon to 6 p.m.;
Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m. to noon. Please visit
the Scott County HHW website at www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW to determine what can be brought to the facility and what can be found for free
in the REuse Room.
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Hold the salt...on those
slippery spots this winter
By now, most people know that road
salt and de-icing chemicals can be harmful to the environment. They pollute
our lakes and rivers, kill aquatic life,
cause concrete to crumble over time,
rust bridges and vehicles, sicken grass
and prized shrubs, and can even show
up in our residential and city wells. This
damage is often gradual and invisible,
but it’s there nonetheless. As we begin
another season of ice and snow removal,
it’s important to realize that our everyday decisions do matter. Nature is the
victim when we overuse road salt and
de-icers. We can reduce salt damage by
shoveling our sidewalks frequently, then
applying salt or sand in small amounts
only if and when ice persists. If grains
of salt remain after the pavement dries,
you’ve applied too much. The correct
amount is four pounds per 1,000 square
feet (about four coffee mugs on a typical
sidewalk -- 184 feet long and 65 inches
wide).
Test your de-icing knowledge:
True or false: To work most effectively, road salt needs to be applied
when temperatures are right.
True. Each type of road salt is different as far as its effective temperatures.
It’s important to note that spreading
sand is the safest alternative for your
soil and plants and has no relationship to
outside temperatures. But a number of
chemicals do not work when temperatures are too warm or too cold.
Here are pros and cons of possible
choices:
* Sand: The best option of all for
plant and soil health is to use sand for
traction. However, use it sparingly, because excessive sand can accumulate in
your soil, raising the level of your lawn
RUÀRZHUEHGDQGVDQGODGHQUXQRIIFDQ
clog up storm sewers and choke creeks
and streams.
* Everyday table salt: Sodium
FKORULGH 1D&O  VROG DV ³URFN VDOW´ LV
the cheapest and most popular de-icer.
However, it stops working around 20°
Fahrenheit, and it damages plants by releasing high amounts of chloride.
* Potassium chloride (KCI): Potassium chloride is the best choice if you
must use a de-icer; it causes the least
damage to soils and plants. However,
it only melts ice and snow at temperatures above 15° F.
* Calcium chloride (CaCl2): <RXU
second best salt choice, calcium chloride, works below 15° F. However, it is
powerful enough to irritate skin, damage concrete, and even corrode metal.
*
Calcium magnesium acetate
(CMA): This option not only costs four
WR¿YHWLPHVDVPXFKDVHYHU\GD\WDEOH
salt, it’s toxic. Avoid this product! It appears to pose fewer impacts to plants,
but if washed into waterways it may
FDXVH¿VKWR[LFLW\SUREOHPV
What about pets? Are you wondering what’s safe for them? Look at the ingredients in de-icing materials. Calcium
and magnesium chlorides can irritate
and even burn your pets’ paws and skin.
Instead look for something that contains
DJO\FRORUEHWWHU\HWMXVWVSUHDGDVPDOO

Some de-icers can burn pets’ paws.

Sand is a better option than salt, and
potassium chloride is the best choice
if you must use a de-icer.

amount of sand on your walkways.
True or false: Road salt dissolves
over time.
False. Most de-icers we use are made
of common, everyday table salt. When
salt mixes with snow and melts into the
soil, the salt prevents water and nutrient absorption by garden plants. Above
ground, the results are brown lawns
with bare spots, undernourished spring
EXOEV WKDW PD\ QRW ÀRZHU FUDEJUDVV
tired-looking rose bushes, scorched
maple leaves, and pine trees with brown
needle tips.
True or false: If salt is a problem,
it’s limited to early spring or in areas
near roads.
False. Trees up to 150 feet from a
street or highway can be damaged and
feel the effects of salt long after the
spring thaw. In fact, salty mist from tires
can harm trees up to a mile away!
Scientists estimate that 55 percent of
salt goes into our groundwater. During
summer, lakes and streams get much of
their water from groundwater seepage.
So elevated levels of salt in streams are
now carrying over into summer and fall.
True or false: Salt is very corrosive.
True. Seasoning slippery sidewalks
with sidewalk salt will cause ice to melt,
but the wrong kind of salt may result in
disintegrating sidewalk surfaces. When
buying salt, choose salt made from potassium chloride. This type will melt ice
without damaging concrete surfaces the
way sodium chloride does. For best results, purchase potassium chloride well
in advance of winter storms, mix it with
playground sand, and keep a supply
stored near each entrance of your home
or business.
True or false: Salt makes highways
and sidewalks safer.
Not entirely. True, salt melts ice, and
drivers experience better conditions.
But this experience isn’t necessarily the
same as safer roads. When more salt is
spread, driving speeds increase, resulting in more accidents, according to a
recent study in Canada. There are better
ways to increase winter safety -- such
as lowering speed limits, legal requirements for snow tires, and driving less
when roads are bad.
True or false: Beet juice and corn
sugar are as effective as road salt as
de-icers.
The jury’s still out on this one. Miracle de-icers and other natural solutions
are still being tested, but most have
failed to be as cheap or effective as salt
— plus they may have unwanted side
effects. Some of the proposed substitutes could overfertilize our waterways
or use up the oxygen in waterways, sufIRFDWLQJ¿VK
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CAP Agency continues its
Give Where you Live campaign
As the Scott-Carver-Dakota CAP
Agency continues its Give Where You
Live campaign at the end of 2013, let’s
take a glance back at the highlight reel.
Last year was a remarkable year at
the CAP Agency. Here’s a brief overview of outcomes, and the way we’ve
made a difference in our community and
in the lives of over 50,000 people. If you
think about the CAP agency’s clients as
a city, we would be the largest city in
Scott County. Our reach connects us to
the entire community.
In 2013, the CAP Agency:
 Distributed more than 1 million
pounds of food to families in need
 Prepared and delivered close to
110,000 nutritious meals to seniors
 Warmed more than 8,000 homes
 Enhanced education for more than
500 children
 Delivered over 800 backpacks to
VWXGHQWV¿OOHGZLWKVXSSOLHV
 Brightened the holiday season for
over 4,000 children with gifts
 Supplied housing for over 250
families
 Provided 2400 hours for crisis
nursery care
 Answered more than 28,000 calls
for information and referrals
The promise of community action is
that it changes people’s lives, embodies
the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes Scott County a better
place to live. We care about the entire
community, and we are dedicated to
helping people help themselves… and
each other.
CAP is one of 27 community action agencies in Minnesota, and one of
over a thousand nationwide. We work
to create economic opportunity and

Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Drunk drivers, thieves can mar holidays
strengthen self-reliance by assessing
needs, and establishing priorities. We
create strategies to address local poverty issues, and deliver a broad range
of services through 24 programs. This
distinguishes us from other anti-poverty
efforts, and maximizes the likelihood
that individuals and families will beFRPHVHOIVXI¿FLHQW
Further, we’ve continued to thrive in
a very challenging economy, leveraging
almost 20 million dollars in funds for
our communities, and 90 percent of our
resources are for direct client services.
We have received the highest quality ratings from the Charities Review Council,
Guidestar, the United Way, and others.
As we approach our 50th anniversary,
we know that the faces of poverty continue to change. And Scott, Carver, and
Dakota counties will continue to need
the support of our 175 employees, 300
community partners, and 1900 volunteers… all of whom are equipped with
the necessary skills and information
to be ambassadors of our mission and
vision.
The CAP Agency has a goal of raising $300,000 to help provide needed resources for our families over the coming
weeks. If you are considering a year-end
gift that would have tremendous impact
and net positive results, please think of
making a donation to the CAP Agency.
Our Give Where You Live campaign
runs through January 31, 2014. Donations can be sent via our website at
www.capagency.org, or mailed to 712
Canterbury Rd., Shakopee, MN, 55379.

Free assessments offered
for elderly, disabled
How do you know if your parents
need Home Care Services, Assisted
Living, or Nursing Facility care? The
Scott County Home and Community
Care Department can help you with decision making by providing assessments
at no cost. This assessment is referred
to as a Long Term Care Consultation
(LTCC), and can help individuals in
Scott County plan and make choices regarding their long-term care needs.
A social worker or public health
nurse can visit you and your family
member in the home to discuss health
concerns, daily living activities, social
needs, and the home environment. The
assessment will result in an individualized plan of care and recommendations
based on personal needs and preferences. Resources regarding programs and
service providers will also be shared.
During this visit, they can also discuss insurance and funding that could
help with the cost of services.
Home and Community Care programs are designed to support individuals as an alternative to living in a facility. Scott County Home and Community Care professionals can help you put
together a plan of care and recommend
services that promote optimal health,
independence, and safety. Examples of
these alternative services are adult day
services, home delivered meals, home
health aides, homemakers, housing options, lifeline, medical supplies, personal care attendants, respite care, safety
equipment, service coordination, and
skilled nursing.
What kinds of services are avail-
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Most people think of the holidays as festive, warm, and fun, and they usually
are. However, if you aren’t taking some simple steps towards safety during the
holidays, this season can become extremely dangerous. Scott County Emergency
Management Director Chris Weldon points out in his EmergenSCENE article (page
 KRZGDQJHURXVZLQWHUZHDWKHUFDQEHDQGWKHLQFUHDVHGULVNRI¿UHGXULQJWKH
holidays, but there are several other concerns you should keep in mind during this
festive season.
)LUVWGULYLQJ7UDI¿FRQRXUKLJKZD\VLQFUHDVHDORWULJKWEHIRUHDQGDIWHUD
KROLGD\DQGRIWHQWKLVLQFUHDVHGWUDI¿FFRLQFLGHVZLWKDQLQFUHDVHLQ³KROLGD\VSLUits.” Drinking and driving is always a concern on our roadways, but that danger
is increasingly common during the weekends prior to Christmas, and in the week
EHWZHHQ&KULVWPDVDQG1HZ<HDU¶V'D\
Drunk driving leaves real victims in its wake,
DQGRXURI¿FHNQRZVWKDW¿UVWKDQG2QWKHHYHning of December 30, 2003, Scott County SherLII¶V 'HSXW\ -RQ 1LHPDQQKDG MXVW GURSSHG RII
his 11-year old son and was heading home on a
freeway when a driver going the opposite way
lost control of his car, went through the center
median and hit Jon’s vehicle. Jon was killed instantly, and the driver that hit him was found to
be drunk.
It was a privilege having a person of Jon’s
character on our team, and we think of him and
his family often, especially during the holiday season. For this family (and our
department), one drunk driver has put a damper on our holiday season for a decade,
and we are not alone. Every year in Minnesota, alcohol-related crashes cause more
WKDQGHDWKVDQGQHDUO\VHULRXVOLIHDOWHULQJLQMXULHV7RJLYHWKRVHQXPbers a little more clarity, the number of Minnesotans who have died as a result of
a drunk driver in the past decade (2,000) is roughly the same number of all U.S.
Soldiers who have died in Afghanistan over the past decade.
Every time you drink and drive, you are placing your life and the lives of every
RWKHUGULYHURQWKHURDGDWULVN0DQ\SHRSOHOLNHWRHQMR\VRPHZLQHRUFRFNWDLOV
during the holiday, but if you are going to be drinking, understand how critical it is
for you to have a sober designated driver. Please don’t let your bad decision forever ruin the holidays of those you care about, or those who may care about anyone
ZKRLVPDGHDQLQQRFHQWYLFWLPRI\RXUSRRUMXGJPHQW
Everyone wants the holiday season to be a special time of positive memories
with friends and family. Unfortunately, criminals view this season a bit differently. For them the holiday season is a time of opportunity to make easy targets of
unsuspecting shoppers. Christmas is full of distractions, especially when you are
VKRSSLQJ<RXKDYHWKHSDFNHGSDUNLQJORWVVWRUHVSDFNHGVKRXOGHUWRVKRXOGHU
brilliant decorations, bell ringers, and sales. When you are out shopping during the
KROLGD\VLWLVRIWHQGLI¿FXOWWRVWD\DOHUWWR\RXUVXUURXQGLQJVDQGFULPLQDOVWKULYH
on those who are not paying attention.
Fortunately, there are things you can do to decrease your chances of being a
holiday crime victim:

able for your
disabled
child? A similar assessment
x Shop before dark if
and plan of
possible. Take a friend
care can be
along while you shop, and
accessed for
never park in an unlit lot
younger peoor area, no matter how
ple who have
convenient it is.
physical, mental, or developmental disabilities. Disabled individuals can also
x Lock your packages and
receive services in their home and comgifts in your vehicle’s
munity. Examples of alternative sertrunk. Keep your vehicle’s
vices are adaptive equipment, employdoors locked and windows
ment and vocational supports, home
closed. Do not let your gifts
DQGYHKLFOHPRGL¿FDWLRQVLQGHSHQGHQW
be visible to those who may
living skills, personal care attendants,
be passing by your vehicle!
respite care, and structured day programs. Many other options may also be
x As you are returning to your
available.
vehicle, check to see if you
If a family member has recently
are being followed, and
become disabled due to an injury,
when you get to your vehicle, scan the interior of your car to be sure no
where do you start? Scott County
one is hiding inside.
Home and Community Care can prox Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay for purchases with a check,
vide consultation, resources, and relocacredit card, or debit card when possible.
tion services to individuals transitioning
from a rehabilitation facility back into
x Use extra caution with your purse or wallet. Carry a purse under your
the community.
DUP DQG NHHS \RXU ZDOOHW LQ DQ LQVLGH MDFNHW SRFNHW QRW D EDFN WURXVHU
There are several different Home
pocket.
and Community Care programs offered
based on age and disability type. In orx Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this time of
der to qualify for these programs, you
\HDU ³FRQDUWLVWV´ PD\ WU\ YDULRXV PHWKRGV RI GLVWUDFWLQJ \RX ZLWK WKH
ZRXOGQHHGWRPHHW¿QDQFLDODQGHOLJLintention of taking your money or belongings.
bility requirements.
7R¿QGRXWPRUHSOHDVHYLVLWZZZ
Though holiday thefts are rare, they do happen. Please don’t make this a holiday
co.scott.mn.us/HelpingPeopleHealth/ season to remember for all of the wrong reasons, especially when prevention can
HomeCommunityCare/Pages/home. be so easy!
aspx or contact Scott County Home
)LQDOO\RQEHKDOIRIHYHU\RQHDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\6KHULII¶V2I¿FHSOHDVHKDYH
and Community Care Intake at (952) DMR\RXVKROLGD\VHDVRQDQGDVDIH
496-8556.
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News you
can use...
<RX¶YH SUREDEO\ KHDUG RI LW DQG
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND6&$/( DOLWWOHPRUH
relevant to you and your neighbors by
EULQJLQJ \RX 6&$/( ³QHZV \RX FDQ
XVH´ ± XSGDWHV RQ URDG SURMHFWV ORFDO
events, community developments and
programs, and other things you might
ZDQW WR NQRZ ± VXFK DV KRZ \RXU WD[
dollars are being put to use. After all,
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty
FOHDU  ³7R IRUJH QHZ DQG LQQRYDWLYH
ways in which government entities can
collaborate to provide outstanding service while making the most of limited
resources.” So watch this page for current and future information from us and
our many SCALE partners!

ethic and commitment to public service
make him an outstanding representative
of the department.”
Caauwe’s award marks the second
in a row to go to Savage staff members.
Last year, the MCPA recognized three
employees for their efforts to distribute
messages relating to crime prevention.

Savage City Council
approves Goodwill store

The Savage City Council has approved a proposal for a building that
From Savage:
will house a Goodwill store next year.
Caauwe honored for
The 20,600-square-foot building will be
crime prevention
constructed on the southeast corner of
A member of the Savage Police De- County Road 42 and Alabama Avenue.
partment has received statewide recog- 7KHVLWHLVDGMDFHQWWR2¶&RQQHOO6TXDUH
nition for his work to prevent crime. which is home to Aldi’s, McHugh’s, and
James Caauwe, Savage’s crime prevention specialist, was honored by the several other commercial businesses.
Primary access to Goodwill will be
Minnesota Crime Prevention Associavia
Alabama Avenue, off of County
tion (MCPA) at its annual conference
Road
42. Alabama Avenue also provides
Oct. 22.
access
to a residential neighborhood loCaauwe came out of retirement to
cated
south
of the site. The road leads
MRLQ WKH 6DYDJH 3ROLFH 'HSDUWPHQW LQ
to
South
Park
Drive, which connects to
January 2012. His professional career
County
Road
27.
spanned 27 years in law enforcement,
In response to local concerns about
12 of which were in crime prevention.
WUDI¿F
YHKLFOHV H[LWLQJ RQWR $ODEDPD
While he had no intentions of getting
will
only
be allowed to turn right, or
back into his old line of work, he was
QRUWKERXQG
7UDI¿F DOVR ZLOO EH DEOH
intrigued when he saw there was a crime
to
exit
the
site
by traveling through
prevention position open in Savage.
O’Connell
Square
to O’Connell Road.
Much of Caauwe’s time is spent
The
store
is
being
developed by
working directly with the public,
Goodwill/Easter
Seals
of
Minnesota,
whether it be connecting with neighbors
which
aims
to
help
people
with
disabilito strengthen the City’s Neighborhood
ties
or
other
barriers
achieve
their
goals.
Watch Program, training managers in
A
total
of
27
Goodwill
stores
throughthe Crime-Free Multi-Housing Program, overseeing the City’s chaplain out the state sell and accept donations of
program or educating local waitresses clothing, shoes, household goods, and
and bartenders on laws pertaining to furniture to raise funds to provide employment and support services. In 2012,
serving alcohol.
Those not involved in these may rec- Goodwill/Easter Seals served 22,165 inognize Caauwe from television: He pro- GLYLGXDOVDQGPDGHMRESODFHPHQWV
GXFHV³&ULPH7LPH´DPRQWKO\VKRZWR The Savage location will have a staff of
promote safety tips and raise awareness up to 30. Construction on the Goodwill
about crime trends. He’s as comfortable store is expected to begin in the spring.
EHKLQGWKHFDPHUDDVKHLVLQIURQWRILW±
having served as the event photographer
for the MPCA’s conference and local
Special Olympics fundraisers.
Savage Police Chief Rodney Seurer
nominated Caauwe for the Crime PreYHQWLRQ 6SHFLDOLVW RI WKH <HDU $ZDUG
³>-DPHV@ &DDXZH LV D SHUVRQ RI RXWVWDQGLQJFKDUDFWHU´6HXUHUZURWH³+LV
professionalism, positive attitude, work

LVVXHVIRU¿VKDQGZLOGOLIH
The grants offset the costs for materials and labor. For more than a week,
WKH FUHZ ¿OOHG WKH VWUHDP EDQN YRLGV
with brush, logs, roots, soil, and rocks.
They then covered these materials with
a blanket of sod. Cables and anchors
were used to secure dogwood, cedar and
willow cuttings to the face of the stream
bank.
While other restoration processes
could have been used in Hidden Valley,
the selected approach was chosen for a
QXPEHU RI EHQH¿WV ,W XVHV QDWLYH YHJetation which grows quickly and develops dense roots. In addition, the woody
PDWHULDO XVHG DV ¿OO SURYLGHV D QDWXUDO
habitat for aquatic and terrestrial life.
7KHVWUHDPEDQNVWDELOL]DWLRQSURMHFW
at Hidden Valley Park is one of many
efforts by the City of Savage, Scott
County, and other agencies to enhance
the Credit River and other natural resources within the community. Details
are outlined in the City’s Storm Water
Resource Management Plan, which can
be viewed at cityofsavage.com.
Giving thanks for a place to play
The City of Savage kicked off the second season of its indoor athletic facility
E\RI¿FLDOO\GHGLFDWLQJWKHEXLOGLQJODVW
month. Representatives of organizations
that were involved in the development
of the Savage Sports Center helped celebrate the occasion on November 2.
Members of the Burnsville Athletic
Association, Prior Lake Athletics for
<RXWK DQG 3ULRU /DNH 6RFFHU ZHUH
among those who attended. Today, their
teams are the building’s most frequent
users. Special recognition was given
to Brian Flakne, former BAC commissioner, who devoted numerous hours to
gain community and City Council support for the facility.
As part of the event, Mayor Janet
Williams and City Administrator Barry Stock expressed appreciation to the
City’s partners, and then unveiled a dedication plaque that features their names.
In addition to the athletic organizations,
recognition was shown to City BuildLQJ2I¿FLDOJay Scherer, Public Works
Director John Powell 3URMHFW $UFKLtect Tushie Montgomery DQG 3URMHFW
Manager Oppidan. For information on
the Savage Sports Center, visit savagesportscenter.com.

From Shakopee:
Enjoy winter fun with
Shakopee Parks and Rec

From skating to sledding, the Shakopee Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Department has many ways to
celebrate the season!
Skate with Santa from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Hidden Valley river banks
on Sunday, December 15 at the Shaget help through grant
kopee Ice Arena (1255 Fuller St. S.).
Eroding banks along the Credit River Admission is $3 for youth and $4 for
in Hidden Valley Park received some adults. Free with Shakopee Community
³7/&´UHFHQWO\WKDQNVLQSDUWWRJUDQWV Center membership. Limited skate rentsecured by the City of Savage and the al is available.
Scott County Watershed Management
Winter Fest will feature winter acOrganization (WMO).
tivities for all ages. The free event
The Clean Water grants, matched by takes place from 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday,
ERWK MXULVGLFWLRQV VXSSRUWHG D SURMHFW -DQXDU\DW/LRQV3DUNDQGWKH<RXWK
to reshape the stream banks and pro- %XLOGLQJ  $GDPV 6W 6  (QMR\
WHFWWKHPWKURXJKDSURFHVVFDOOHG³WRH outdoor ice skating, games, and music
Savage Police Chief Rodney Seurer wood-sod mat.” The $18,000 initiative before warming yourself with hot cider
nominated James Caauwe for is intended to stop the edges of the Cred- EHIRUHWKHERQ¿UH
All winter long, residents and visithe state award he won in crime it River from washing away and depositing sediment in the water, which causes tors can lace up their skates at one of 11
prevention.

Skate with Santa on Dec. 15.

outdoor ice rinks. Shakopee’s warming
houses are open Dec. 21 through Feb.
16, weather permitting. Learn more at
www.ci.shakopee.mn.us/outdoorskating.cfm.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
Legislators View
SMSC Innovation
SMSC Chairman Charlie Vig recently met with Representative Matt
Dean and Representative Jean Wagenius at the Shakopee Sioux Community
Center. Representative Dean is from
White Bear Lake, where there is an ongoing struggle with water issues related
to a depletion of water in the lake and
in the aquifer. Representative Wagenius
LVIURPWKH0LQQHDSROLV5LFK¿HOGDUHD
and is chair of the Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture Finance
Committee. They visited the SMSC to
look at innovative water and wastewater
treatment facilities and learn about the
tribe’s Water Reclamation Facility and
WKHHIÀXHQWZKLFKLVXVHGIRULUULJDWLRQ

SMSC supports endowed
scholarships at U of M
There are 41 new recipients of the
SMSC Endowed Scholarship at the
University of Minnesota for the 20132014 academic year. This scholarship
program is designed to recruit and retain
talented American Indian students with
GHPRQVWUDWHG ¿QDQFLDO QHHG 6LQFH WKH
program began in 2009, 151 students
have received SMSC Endowed ScholDUVKLSV %DVHG RQ JUDGHV DQG ¿QDQFLDO
need, 72 of the previous 110 recipients
KDYHTXDOL¿HGIRUFRQWLQXDWLRQRIWKHLU
scholarships in 2013-2014. Seventeen
students have graduated thus far.
The SMSC Endowed Scholarship
was established through a $2.5 million
gift from the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community. The University of
Minnesota matches the interest earned
on this endowment fund with proceeds
dedicated to providing scholarships for
TXDOL¿HG$PHULFDQ,QGLDQVWXGHQWV

$1.25 million donated in
educational grants
Because the education of youth and
young adults is a priority to the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
grants totaling $1.25 million were recently awarded to support six educational institutions across the country. Of
the total, a $250,000 grant was awarded
to Augsburg College in Minneapolis
to add to two previous endowments to
form a scholarship program. The other
grants went to programs in Montana,
North Dakota, Washington, Colorado
and South Dakota.
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Training facility
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%ULHVH D IRUPHU -RUGDQ YROXQWHHU ¿UH¿JKWHU ³:KHQ
departments send teams out here, they have multiple
VWDWLRQVWRNHHS¿UH¿JKWHUVEXV\VRWKH\GRQ¶WHQGXS
standing around waiting. It optimizes the use of their
time.”
Members of many local departments train at the
IDFLOLW\EXWQHZ¿UH¿JKWHUVKDYHDQDFDGHP\WKH\DWtend which begins August 1 and runs through March
two nights a week and several Saturdays, with one 24hour session. During the six-month training period,
HQOLVWHHV FRPSOHWH DOO ¿UH¿JKWLQJ DQG VRPH PHGLFDO
WUDLQLQJ ,Q   6FRWW &RXQW\ ¿UH¿JKWHUV ZHQW
through the program; in 2013, 15 individuals are in
the training program. Carver County also provides a
¿UH¿JKWHUV¶DFDGHP\DWWKHIDFLOLW\,QDGGLWLRQWKUHH
VWDWHFHUWL¿FDWLRQWHVWVFDQEHWDNHQRQVLWHDIHDWXUH
ZKLFKDWWUDFWV¿UH¿JKWHUVIURPRWKHUORFDWLRQV
Semi-enclosed shooting ranges for hand guns and
ULÀHVDUHXVHGH[WHQVLYHO\E\ODZHQIRUFHPHQWRI¿FHUV
and students who must learn and maintain gun skills.
There are several public sessions open each fall when
the public is invited to use the range to sight their guns
IRUKXQWLQJ<RXWK¿UHDUPVWUDLQLQJJURXSVIURP%HOOH
Plaine, Fish Lake, and Hopkins use the range, as well
DVWKH6FRWW&RXQW\+6KRRWLQJ6SRUWVJURXS³:H
never have issues with that group because they are so
well parent-supervised,” said Briese.
A shoot/no-shoot decision simulator allows trainees
to be placed in various scenarios so they learn proper
responses to possible real-life situations. A weapons
cleaning room is also available.
The expansive historic building has many spaces
which have been set up as scenario rooms, including
a convenience store, bar, courtroom, bank/store lobby,
apartments, and miscellaneous entry rooms. There’s
HYHQDSRUWDEOHMDLOFHOOZKLFKDOORZVWUDLQHHVWRSUDFtice safety skills when handling prisoners. A use of
force mat room is being expanded and remodeled to
allow for full team work. New state-of-the-art mats
DQGHTXLSPHQWDUHGHVLJQHGWRSUHYHQWLQMXULHVGXULQJ
training.
A driving simulator can be used for a number of
non-law enforcement training purposes. Snow plow,
transit, and ambulance drivers use the simulator, as
well as other employees who have received several
driving citations or been involved in accidents and
need remedial driving instruction.
Outside groups can make arrangements for training their drivers. SCALE provides the simulator, programs, simulator operators, and train the trainer instruction so groups can use their own trainers.
(VSHFLDOO\ EHQH¿FLDO IRU SXEOLF ZRUNV HPSOR\HHV
DUHWKHPXOWLSOHFRQ¿QHGVSDFHWUDLQLQJDUHDVLQFOXGing an underground space similar to one found under a
city street, and a lift station type of hatch. Briese works
with the Minnesota Safety Council or Hennepin Tech-

The facility provides a variety of tactical training
opportunities. Above, police practice tactical entries
into buildings, and below they rehearse school bus
active shooter response. Below, right, they scale a wall
in a rescue drill.

Training facility manager Mike Briese stands in
front of the historic structure.

QLFDO&ROOHJHWRSURYLGHFRQ¿QHGVSDFHWUDLQLQJERWK
the classroom and hands-on portions.
Training classrooms in the facility can accommodate groups as small as 10 and up to as large as 100
people. Audio-visual technology required for today’s
training needs, including video conferencing, is available. Dormitories are also available to allow trainees
to stay overnight at a reasonable rate.
%HVLGHV WKH ORFDO ¿UH DQG SXEOLF VDIHW\ GHSDUWments, the Regional Training Facility has been used
by National Guard units, Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, Minnesota Department of Corrections, Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Secret
Service, Rasmussen College, and more.
³:H¶UH DOZD\V ORRNLQJ IRU PRUH RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR
use our facilities,” said Briese, who is assisted at the
site by maintenance engineer Tim McGovern, some
summer assistants, and occasional facilities staff from

the County. He said the cost of maintenance and operations is covered by revenue, but not the bond payments
IURP WKH LQLWLDO LQYHVWPHQW ³:H RSHUDWH RQ D SUHWW\
tight budget. With an older building like this you need
more maintenance and you have to stay on it.”
An advisory board helps oversee operations and
maintenance, and they provide input on what equipment and training is needed at the site. Members come
IURP¿UHSROLFHDQGSXEOLFZRUNVGHSDUWPHQWVIURP
Carver and Scott counties.
³,WKLQNZH¶UHVWLOONLQGRIDKLGGHQJHP´VDLG%ULHVH³:HQHHGWRFRQWLQXHWRVSUHDGWKHZRUGDERXWDOO
that we have to offer.”
For further information, visit the training center
website at http://rtf.co.scott.mn.us or contact Briese at
(952) 496-8948 or mbriese@co.scott.mn.us.

Poinsettias come from Mexico; don’t chill them
For many Americans, the cheery red
poinsettia is a plant that is nearly as symbolic of the holiday season as the Christmas tree. But where did it come from,
and why did this symbol take root?
7KHSRLQVHWWLDLVQDWLYHWRWKHMXQJOHV
of Mexico, where it can grow to be an
amazing ten feet tall. The Aztecs called
LW ³&XHWOD[RFKLWO´ ZKLFK WUDQVODWHV WR
³PRUWDOÀRZHUWKDWSHULVKHVDQGZLWKHUV
like all that is pure.” It naturally blooms
during the winter months, and ancient
cultures generally left it untouched and
revered it as an exotic gift from nature.
During the 14th thorough 16th Centuries, the poinsettia began to have practical uses. The thick white sap was used
to treat fevers, and the red bracts (which
DUH QRW DFWXDOO\ ÀRZHUV EXW PRGL¿HG
leaves) were crushed to make dye.
In 1820, the U.S. appointed Joel
5REHUWV3RLQVHWWDVWKH¿UVW$PEDVVDGRU
to Mexico. Poinsett was a plant lover
at heart, and spent much time exploring the Mexican countryside looking for
interesting species. He took note of a
scrubby, winter-blooming plant, and later brought cuttings for propagation back
to his greenhouse in South Carolina…
and thus he introduced what was later
JLYHQWKHFRPPRQQDPHRI³SRLQVHWWLD´
to the United States.
General popularity of the poinsettia
began with the Paul Ecke Ranch in California during the early 1920s. Poinset-

Erosion control
From Page 1

(188 tons a year in this case), keeping
PRUHWRSVRLOLQSODFH³$QGWKHJUDVVHG
waterway is still working today.”
In 2011, Glen noticed sections of his
bluff sliding down the hill after heavy
rains. He wanted to be proactive, so he
called SWCD staff to come out for a site
visit. With their assistance, an earthenberm structure was completed at the
head of a gully that was carrying sedi* Make sure the plant is wrapped PHQW IURP WKH ¿HOGV WR 5REHUW &UHHN
well to transport it outside (even a few The structure holds stormwater temseconds of frost can kill it); unwrap it as porarily, outletting the water at a much
tias grew wild in the area near the ranch, soon as it’s indoors.
slower rate to the creek and reducing
* Expose it to at least six hours of sediment reaching the Creek. New seedDQG±JLYHQWKDWWKH\EORRPGXULQJZLQter -- Ecke got the idea it would make bright light daily for the longest life and ing topped with erosion-control blankets
DJRRGKROLGD\ÀRZHULQJSODQW+HEH- bloom time.
were used to provide vegetation and en* Avoid cold, drafty locations as sure the structure itself wouldn’t wash
JDQ ZLWK ¿HOG JURZQ SODQWV PDUNHWHG
at roadside stands in Beverly Hills and ZHOO DV KHDW VRXUFHV VXFK DV ¿UHSODFHV RXW7KLVSURMHFWUHVXOWHGLQDWRQSHU
Hollywood. The family later moved to or hot air ducts.
year reduction in soil lost to erosion!
* Water soil thoroughly with barely
greenhouse production and used nation*OHQ NQHZ ¿[LQJ WKH SUREOHP ZDV
wide media to promote the plant as a lukewarm water whenever the surface WKH ULJKW WKLQJ WR GR ³:H GLGQ¶W ZDQW
feels dry; spill out excess that collects in RXUQHDUE\FURSSHG¿HOGVWRZDVKDZD\
³PXVWKDYH´IRUKROLGD\EHDXW\
Ecke may be credited to the plant’s the tray or saucer.
and knew the problem would only
Did you know that the notion that get worse if we did nothing,” he said.
huge popularity, but a lesser-known
Mexican legend says that the poinset- poinsettias are poisonous has been dis- ³:RUNLQJZLWKWKH6RLODQG:DWHUVWDII
ta’s association with Christmas began proven? While they are safe to eat, they ZDVHDV\7KH>JUDGHVWDELOL]DWLRQ@SURin 16th Century. The tale is of a young are not intended for human or animal gram was all laid out, step by step, and
girl who was too poor to bring a gift consumption.
ZH ZHUH FRQ¿GHQW DERXW ZRUNLQJ ZLWK
offering to the Christmas celebration.
the staff and with Ken Theis, contractor
An angel appeared before the girl, and
For more information about poinset- RQWKHSURMHFW´
said to gather weeds from the roadside tia care, see: www.extension.umn.edu/
For more information on stabilizing
and place them in front of the church yardandgarden/ygbriefs/h102poinsettia. ³KRWVSRWVRIHURVLRQ´RQ\RXUSURSHUW\
DOWDU &ULPVRQ ³EORVVRPV´ VSURXWHG html or call the Carver-Scott Extension available funding, or technical advice,
from the weeds, and became beautiful 0DVWHU*DUGHQHU<DUGDQG*DUGHQ/LQH FDOOWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHDW  
poinsettias.
at (952) 466-5308.
5425 to schedule a free site visit.
Today there are an estimated 65 million poinsettias sold in this country, acFRXQWLQJIRUDERXWDWKLUGRIDOOÀRZHUing plants produced here. New varieties
make caring for poinsettias quite easy.
Here are some tips from the University of Minnesota Extension publication “Care of Poinsettias”:
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

VA chooses Shakopee for new clinic
On November 8, the Veterans Integrated Service Network 23 (VISN 23) announced that Shakopee will be the new home of a new Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC). The clinic will be located in the Shakopee Town Center Mall,
located at 1100 Shakopee Town Center.
The VA Healthcare System is made up of core medical centers, with CBOCs
providing primary and limited specialty care to veterans who live in rural and semirural areas. Earlier this year, the VA determined that a CBOC must be located in
the southwest metro area; the clinic will be operated by a contract medical provider
under the supervision of the VA Medical Center in Minneapolis.
7KH6FRWW&RXQW\9HWHUDQV6HUYLFH2I¿FHDORQJZLWKWKH6FRWW&RXQW\&'$¶V
First Stop Shop, was involved in the process from the very beginning. The VA recRJQL]HGHDUO\RQWKDWRXUGHGLFDWLRQWRWKHSURMHFWDORQJZLWKRXUVWURQJWUDQVSRUWDtion system set Scott County apart from other counties.
What does this mean for you…?
First of all, there is nothing for you to do at this time. When the clinic is within
a month or two from opening, we will get the word out that it is now time for you
to transfer your primary care. All you will have to do is contact the VAMC Patient
Access Center at (612) 467-1100 and let them know you want to transfer your primary care to the CBOC. You are not required to transfer your primary care to
Shakopee; however, you will no longer be able to collect travel pay to Minneapolis
(if you are currently eligible).
The Shakopee CBOC will be able to serve up to 3,500 veterans for primary care
and mental health services. All specialty care will still be provided at the VAMC in
Minneapolis.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

SCHS will host grand
re-opening, other events
“Outside the Law” exhibit runs
through March 2014. This exhibit
offers a glimpse into Prohibitionera Scott County. See fascinating
photographs and artifacts from the
time, including a slot machine,
JUHQDGHVW\OH¿UHH[WLQJXLVKHUDQGD
shot glass from the Riviera Night Club.
“Storied Treasures” -- Storytelling
is powerful. The stories associated
ZLWKREMHFWV±ZKDWWKH\DUHKRZWKH\
were used, who owned them, and what
WKH\PHDQ±KHOSVEULQJWKHPWROLIH
Through the preservation of artifacts
and their stories, the Scott County
Historical Society exists to save and
share our community’s history. Check
out the amazing artifacts on display in
³6WRULHG7UHDVXUHV´±WKLVH[KLELWUXQV
through December 2014.

Family Christmas Open House -Saturday, December 14, 1-3 p.m.
Celebrate the
season at the
Scott County
Historical
6RFLHW\(QMR\
hot cocoa, cider,
and cookies in
VA offers Dental Insurance program
the historic Stans
As of November 15, VA has partnered with Delta Dental and MetLife to allow
house, which
eligible veterans (plus family members receiving care under the Civilian Health
will be decorated
and Medical Program, or CHAMPVA) to purchase affordable dental insurance.
for a 1920s
³9$FRQWLQXHVWRH[SORUHLQQRYDWLYHZD\VWRKHOSYHWHUDQVJHWDFFHVVWRWKHFDUH
Christmas. Event
and services they have earned and deserve,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric
also includes
.6KLQVHNL³7KLVQHZGHQWDOSURJUDPLVDQRWKHUH[DPSOHRI9$FUHDWLQJSDUWQHUholiday
card-making
and
a scavenger
ships with the private sector to deliver a range of high-quality care at an affordable
hunt
for
kids.
Free!
cost for our nation’s veterans.”
More than 8 million veterans who are enrolled in VA health care can choose to
purchase one of the offered dental plans. This three-year pilot has been designed Note: The Scott County Historical
for veterans with no dental coverage, or those eligible for VA dental care who would Society is closed on December 25 for
like to purchase additional coverage. Participation will not affect entitlement to VA Christmas and January 1 for New
Year’s Day.
dental services and treatment.
There are no eligibility limitations based on service-connected disability rating
or enrollment priority assignment. People interested in participating may complete Genealogy 101 -- Saturday, January
an application online through either Delta Dental (www.deltadentalvadip.org) or 18, 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Want to learn
MetLife (www.metlife.com/vadip). Coverage for this new dental insurance will more about your family history, but
begin January 1, 2014, and will be available throughout the United States and its don’t know where to start? Register
territories.
IRU³*HQHDORJ\´DQGGLVFRYHUWKH
$OVR HOLJLEOH IRU WKH QHZ EHQH¿WV DUH QHDUO\  VSRXVHV DQG GHSHQGHQW clues contained in Census schedules
children who are reimbursed for most medical expenses under VA’s CHAMPVA as well as courthouse, church, and
program. Generally, CHAMPVA participants are spouses, survivors, or dependent naturalization records. Class taught
FKLOGUHQRIYHWHUDQVRI¿FLDOO\UDWHGDV³SHUPDQHQWO\DQGWRWDOO\´GLVDEOHGE\DVHU- by local genealogist Betty Dols. Fee
vice-connected condition.
is $13 for SCHS members, and $15
Under the new program, dental services vary by plan and include diagnostic, for non-museum members (includes
preventive, surgical, emergency, and endodontic/restorative treatment. Enrollment course, handouts, and museum
in the VA Dental Insurance Plan (VADIP) is voluntary. Participants are responsible admission). Register through Shakopee,
for all premiums, which range from $8.65 to $52.90 per month for individual plans. Community Education, Prior LakeCopayments and other charges may apply.
Savage Community Education, or New
)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ 9$',3 YLVLW ZZZYDJRYKHDOWKEHQH¿WVYDGLS, or Prague Community Education.
contact Delta Dental at 1-855-370-3303 or MetLife at 1-888-310-1681.
Veterans who are not enrolled in the VA health care system can apply at any time
E\YLVLWLQJZZZYDJRYKHDOWKEHQH¿WVHQUROOFDOOLQJ9(76  RU
visiting their local VA health care facility.

New restrictions on replacing Veterans Information Cards

8QWLOIXUWKHUQRWLFH\RXZLOOEHUHTXLUHGWRSURGXFHWZRIRUPVRILGHQWL¿FDWLRQ
ZKHQUHTXHVWLQJDUHSODFHPHQW,'FDUGDWWKH9$0HGLFDO&HQWHU<RXQHHGWREULQJ
the following:
$WOHDVWRQHIRUPRISKRWRLGHQWL¿FDWLRQLVVXHGE\DIHGHUDORUVWDWHJRYHUQPHQW7KLVLQFOXGHVDVWDWHLVVXHGGULYHU¶VOLFHQVHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQFDUGRU86SDVVport (expired or unexpired).
$VHFRQGDU\IRUPRILGHQWL¿FDWLRQ7KLVLQFOXGHVDELUWKFHUWL¿FDWHVRFLDOVHcurity card, or picture ID from a non-governmental entity (for example, a university
ID).
,IWKHDGGUHVVHVRQ\RXULGHQWL¿FDWLRQLWHPVGRQ¶WPDWFKWKHDGGUHVVLQ'((56
you need to bring proof of residency. This can be can be a utility bill, phone bill,
¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWPRUWJDJHYRXFKHURUUHQWYRXFKHU
<RXZLOOEHJLYHQDWHPSRUDU\,'FDUGXQWLOWKHQHZ9HWHUDQV+HDOWK,GHQWL¿FDtion Card (VHIC) system is up and running.

Scott County Historical Society Grand
Re-opening -- Saturday, February
1, 12 noon - 2 p.m. Celebrate the
grand re-opening of the Scott County
Historical Society! Check out
remodeled spaces and new exhibits,
LQFOXGLQJ³0DXULFH6WDQV)URP
6KDNRSHHWRWKH:KLWH+RXVH´³6WDQV
$IULFDQ&ROOHFWLRQ´DQG³'DNRWD
in Scott County” (note: this exhibit
ZLOOEHSDUWLDOO\FRPSOHWHG (QMR\
refreshments, family-friendly activities,
and more! Free!
All Things Minnesota
Book Club±PHHWV
at 6:30 p.m., the third
Thursday of each
month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. All types of handcrafters -- from
beginners to masters -- are welcome.
Quilters do not meet in December.
Check us out on
Facebook at www.
facebook.com/
ScottCountyHistorical
Society and follow
us on Twitter @
ScottCountyHist. Unless otherwise
noted, events take place at SCHS.
Fees may be charged for some events.
Call (952) 445-0378, e-mail info@
scottcountyhistory.org, or visit www.
scottcountyhistory.org for information.

Young workers sought
for conservation jobs

,I\RXDUHWR\HDUVROGHQMR\
working outdoors, and are interested in
conservation, look no further. Over the
last few years, the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) in Jordan has overseen crews of young adults
who helped with stabilizing streamEDQNV¿[LQJJUDGHLVVXHVUHPRYLQJLQvasive species like buckthorn, and comSOHWLQJ RWKHU SURMHFWV 7KLV SDVW \HDU
these Conservation Corps of Minnesota
and Iowa members installed three cedar
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHVHLVVXHVRUIRUYHWHUDQ¶VEHQH¿WVLQJHQHUDOSOHDVH tree revetments with live stakes, and
KHOSHG¿[WZRHURGLQJJXOOLHV
FDOORXURI¿FHDW  
Scott SWCD has again applied
for a grant through the Conservation
&RUSV<RXQJ DGXOWV ZKR ZLVK WR JDLQ
,QWHUHVWHGLQFRQVHUYDWLRQLQFHQWLYHV"7KHUHLVDSDPSKOHWFDOOHG³$VVLVexperience in the conservation/natural
tance for Landowners to Implement Conservation,” and you can receive a free
UHVRXUFH¿HOGPD\DSSO\IRUWKHVHHPcopy by calling (952) 492-5425 or going to www.scottswcd.org.
ployment opportunities on the Conser-

Interested in conservation incentives?

Kids Kraft -- Saturday, January 25,
1 - 1:45 p.m.
Celebrate
Chinese New
<HDUZLWKD
special guest,
Helen Ahern!
We’ll explore
Chinese
1HZ<HDU
traditions through stories and crafts.

vation Corps website at www.conservationcorps.org.
Scott SWCD has also applied for another grant, which would allow for one
Conservation Corps member to temporarily work from May to August 2014
DWWKH-RUGDQ6:&'RI¿FH ORFDWHGRQ
the Scott County Fairgrounds). Awarding of this grant has not yet been determined. However, applications for 2014
positions may also be submitted on the
Conservation Corps website. Work for
these applicants would include streambank stabilizations, grade stabilizations,
status reviews, surveying, and water
quality monitoring.
If you are interested in these opportunities, contact Ryan Holzer, Scott
SWCD Resource Conservationist, at
(952) 492-5420.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Three WWII local sailors share stories of war
In 2010, the Scott County Historical Society published Never Forgotten: Stories by Scott County World War
II Veterans. The following excerpts
are from the book as we continue to
honor our veterans.

from it. The closer we got to the side of
the ship, the lower the ceiling. We’d lay
down and do things upside down. There
couldn’t even be dust down there. It was
MXVWGHDGDLU<RX¶GFRPHRXWDQGJHWVR
GUXQN>IURPWKHIXPHV@WKDW\RXGLGQ¶W
know how long you’d been in there. We
were only supposed to be down there for
15 minutes at a time, but nobody called
us to tell us to come out.
One time our captain, C. F. Fielding,
was standing on the deck when I came
out of that hole. The other guy and myself were sitting there looking at him.
We started to laugh something terrible.
We couldn’t help it. We were drunk
on the fumes. He turned around to the
ERDWVZDLQ DQG VDLG ³*HW WKHVH PHQ
up on top right away and don’t send
them down there again, not today, not
next week. Never put them down there
again.” Then somebody else had to do
it. C. F. Fielding was certainly a good
captain.

Robert “Bob” Strunk from Shakopee
was born in 1918. He joined the Navy
in 1938, and served aboard the tanker
866 3HFRV LQ WKH 6RXWK 3DFL¿F +H
later served aboard the Eagle 56.
What do you remember about the
day Pearl Harbor was bombed?
I got mad because we had already
VHQWZRUG>LQ@WR:DVKLQJWRQWKDW
something was already up, and they
MXVWLJQRUHGLW7KDWZDVZDWHURYHUWKH
dam. Nothing you could do about it at
WKDW WLPH:H JRW EDFN DQG ¿UVW RI DOO
I had duty on a tugboat. Then I was put
on a sub-chaser, the Eagle 56. They
were ships Henry Ford made during
the First World War. They were originally meant to be sent to England to be
mine-layers. When they weren’t used,
WKH1DY\SLFNHGXSVL[RIWKHP2XUMRE
was to patrol back and forth on the East
Coast, and we were credited with three
submarines.
I was put into Asiatic duty. I went
over on the USS Henderson, a remolded
cattle transfer ship. The Navy bought it
from some cattle shipper and made it
into a transport with bunks and everything. It took us about two months to get
to the Philippines. USS Pecos was at the
Navy yard there. I stayed on the Pecos
for three years. We traveled a lot, all
over the Indonesian Islands — to Borneo and Sumatra.

Omer Krautkremer, St. Benedict and
New Prague, was born on August 10,
1918. He joined the Navy in 1940, and
was serving aboard the USS Whitney
when the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941.

³:KHQ ZH JRW DWWDFNHG WKDW PRUQing, we had four destroyers tied up
alongside of us to repair. We had a lot of
WKHLUVWHDPYDOYHVDQGVWXIIWR¿[:H
MXVWSXWWKHPLQZLWKD¿OHDQGVHQW¶HP
back. We had to get those destroyers
away from us.
³7KH PRUQLQJ ZH JRW ERPEHG ,
¿JXUHG ,¶G JHW XS HDUO\ DQG VFUXE P\
clothes. I was scrubbing my clothes,
and all of a sudden an alarm went off —
‘Fire and Rescue.’ I said, ‘Those crazy
nuts, having drills on Sunday morning.’
Then they said, ‘Delay the last word. All
hands to general quarters,’ which meant
battle stations.
³0\ MRE ZDV WR FDUU\ DPPXQLWLRQ
from way below decks where it was
VWRUHG ,W ZDV XS DERXW IRXU RU ¿YH
ÀLJKWVRIVWDLUV,FDUULHGWKRVHFDOLber boxes of shells. Normally in peaceWhat were your jobs on the Pecos? time, two of us would carry it, but that
On a tanker, you do nothing but keep morning you carried one yourself. They
the ship clean. Chip the decks. Tie up were about 60 or 70 pounds. We carried
the piers. Do fueling at sea. That was a the ammunition for the machine gun.
³:HZHUHOXFN\ZHZHUHQ¶WKLW:H
trick, throwing lines aboard ship, putting the oil hoses over to the other ships, had about six or seven carloads of clear
and taking them back. No matter what black powder aboard ship. They used
the weather you had to do it, even if you it for the bigger shells. They called the
ZHUHORZ(YHU\WLPHZHGLGWKHMRELW powder ‘stockings.’ They were in metal
containers. Before we got bombed, we
was dangerous.
had unloaded them onto the ship and
load them off the ship and take them
What was the worst job you had?
That’s part of what my trouble is to the ammunition depot and get them
ZLWKP\VNLQ>%REKDVVNLQFDQFHU@2Q gauged to make sure they didn’t swell up
the tanker, we had to go down and paint DQGMDPWKHJXQV7KDW¶VKRZ,NQHZZH
the double bottoms of the oil tanks with had that many carloads of powder. We
OHDGEDVHGSDLQW<RX¶GJHWWKDWSDLQWDOO had over 290 torpedoes aboard. We reover you. There was no way to get away paired them and put them on destroyers.

³:KHQ , FDUULHG XS WKDW DPPXQLtion and got up on deck, I could see
everything going on. I saw battleships
smoking and roll over. There was
heavy smoke. There was an inch to two
inches of black oil all over, and sailors
in there, and Japanese pilots that were
shot down. They looked terrible. They’d
send a crew of us over to pick them out
RI WKH ZDWHU  7KH\ ZHUH MXVW FRYHUHG
with black oil.
³:KHQ PRVW RI WKHLU ERPELQJ ZDV
RYHUWKHUHZDVDFRXSOHRIWKHPÀ\LQ¶
by and looking in. One went by the
ship I was on. He looked at me, and he
wasn’t 50 feet away from me, not even
that much. If I had had a hammer, I
could have thrown it right in his face. It
all went so fast.
³$IWHUWKHERPELQJWKH\VHQWXVRXW
in a 50-foot motor launch to recover the
bodies. I had to help bury them. They
made graves with a D-8 Cat bulldozer.
7KH\PDGHDGLWFKDQGMXVWSLOHGWKHP
LQ <RX FRXOGQ¶W UHFRJQL]H WKHP WKH\
were burned so bad. Each one that died
there has a cross in that cemetery. It was
awful, something you never forget.”

Leonard Kubes

After the USS Oklahoma was attacked and capsized, Leonard was
involved in efforts to turn the ship
upright.
³0\ GD\V ZHUH YHU\ URXJK YHU\
URXJK FOHDQLQJ XS WKRVH ER\V >VKLSV@
that were down there for two years. I
was on the Oklahoma, Arizona, and the
Utah. Those were the ships that were in
the port being cleaned up — while we
were working on these other things. The
Leonard Kubes was born on the Oklahoma had 27 anchors, and they put
family farm near New Prague on No- winches on them that hooked onto the
vember 12, 1920. He enlisted in the ship and electricity was pulling it over.
Navy on September 2, 1942, and was <RXFRXOGQ¶WHYHQVHHLW>PRYH@EXWLW
eventually sent to Pearl Harbor.
worked, going so slow. The ship was so
³7KH\VKLSSHGPHWR3HDUO+DUERU, big.
was there 21 months on a repair crew
³$VLWZDVJRLQJXS,ZDVZRUNLQJ
that was taking care of those battle- with the divers. I was tall and they wantships that were down when there was no ed me to be a diver, but I didn’t want
other work, no repair. I was in Vessels WKDWMRE$VLWZDVEHLQJWXUQHG,ZDVQ¶W
LQ 2UGLQDU\ 7KH\ KDG /6'V >/DQGLQJ working on it. I was working with the
6KLS 'RFN@ 7KH\ KDG RLO IRU FOHDQLQJ divers. I never went to school for weldon one of the LSDs, and there was a LQJRUFXWWLQJWRUFKHV,MXVWOHDUQHGWKDW
whole bunch of those LSDs together. RQWKHMRE´
They were streaming oil in the back.
They were burning trash and that oil
When they turned the Oklahoma
JRWFDXJKWRQ¿UH,WEXUQHGDQGOHDNHG over, did you cut metal off the bottom
down into the ship and into the maga- of the ship?
zine and that blew up. A bunch of those
³7KH\ FXW LW XS ULJKW WKHUH EHFDXVH
RWKHU/6'VJRW>KLWZLWK@VKUDSQHOVR, under water they couldn’t do that. They
was cutting it off and getting them ready ¿OOHG LW XS ZLWK FRQFUHWH $IWHU WKH\
for repair. There were probably six or ¿OOHG LW XS JRRG HQRXJK WKH\ SXPSHG
ten of them tied up together. One was up LWRXW7KHQZHÀRDWHG>LW@LQWRWKHGU\
against the dock and the other ones were dock. When we got it into the dry dock,
together, side by side, tied one to anoth- they blasted the concrete out. Then they
er. It was a terrible explosion. I don’t put a patch on it. They were going to
know how much the other ships were take it to the States, but on the way to
hurt, but the one that I was working on, the States, I understood the ship was not
that’s the one that exploded. Probably very well-repaired and it sunk on them.
some on the outside didn’t get hit at all. What happened, I don’t know.”
I don’t know.
³:KHQ WKH H[SORVLRQ WRRN SODFH LW
Were guys trapped in the Oklahopeeled the metal back like star clusters. ma when it rolled on its side?
The ammunition was stored there and
³$OO NLQGV RI JX\V ZHUH WUDSSHG LQ
when the clusters peeled back, they left there. They opened a hatch to a comlittle room between them and the am- partment and the bodies were laying
PXQLWLRQ 7KH PHWDO >VLGH RI WKH VKLS there. They pumped the water out, and
WKDWEXUVW@KDGEHHQVFRXUHGRXWGLIIHU- WKHUHZDVMHOO\DQGERQHVDQGFORWKHV,
ent ways.
hate to think about it. We cleaned those
³7KHUH ZDV VRPH DPPXQLWLRQ WKDW bodies out. We wore a tank suit twice
ÀHZRXWDQGRWKHUVGLGQ¶WHYHQJRRXW a day. A tank suit is a coverall that was
The ammunition was behind it, and they WKLFNVRWKHGLUWDQGKXPDQÀHVKÀRDWtold me to be careful when I started burn- ing didn’t get to your body.
LQJ >WKH FOXVWHUV@ RII VR , ZRXOGQ¶W KLW
³$W QRRQ ZH KDG WR WDNH WKH WDQN
some of that ammunition behind them. I suit off and put on a new one. It wasn’t
had to check out everything myself.
easy, but we got through it. Over the
³7KH\WROGPHZKDWWRGR,ZDVXV- next two days, 32 men would be pulled
LQJDQDFHW\OHQHWRUFK<RXZHUHGRLQJ from the hull of the Oklahoma. Eleven
some cutting with your acetylene torch came from D-57, a storage compartin areas that were pretty dangerous. Oh, ment known as the ‘Lucky Bag.’ Then
\HDK 7KH SURMHFWLOHV WKDW JRW XS ² on top of that, we had a human gas leak
mm. — some of them didn’t go off, and explode. Whatever happened I don’t
they got in behind those stars. (I called know. I was off that day. On the third
them ‘stars’ when a ship busts open.) deck, and there was an explosion — hu7KHSURMHFWLOHVIHOOGRZQEHKLQGWKHUH, man gas from those bodies. That gas
had to check that all out before I started H[SORGHGDQGZHORVWDERXWIRXURU¿YH
FXWWLQJ WKH VWDUV RII 7KHQ WKH SURMHF- >PHQ@IURPP\EDUUDFNV´
tiles fell down behind there, in the back,
and then I had to cut that all off. I had
These excerpts were edited by Tom
to cut these stars off, and then if there Melchior. Copies of Never Forgotten:
was anything behind there, I had to tell Stories by Scott County World War II
somebody to get it out. There were some Veterans are available for purchase at
in the Navy that refused to do that work, the Scott County Historical Society
so they sent us in.”
(952-445-0378).
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SWCD names Conservation Leaders of the Year
Scott Watershed Management Organization receives top honors
ings and works in consulting, his wife
Linda is the accountant; daughter Laura works in the store and sets up farmers
market plans and other outreach activities, her husband Eric offers computer
support and expertise; and son Dan
formerly worked on marketing and is
now pursuing a career in Northern Minnesota. Family members also help raise
the cows and pigs, run the creamery, and
monitor product quality.
Outreach and marketing are important
to their operation. Their trademark event,
³0LONDSDORR]D´GUDZVKXQGUHGVWRWKH
Members of the Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) and its farm in June each year. In addition, the
governing Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) accepted the 2013 Scott Minars have been vendors at ConservaSWCD Conservation Leader of the Year Award recently. They include Melissa tion Day at the Fairgrounds, and have
Bokman (far left) and Paul Nelson (far right), members of the Scott County participated in a number of farmers
Natural Resources and WMO staff; and (left to right) WPC’s Joe Adams, chair; market venues through the years. The
Mark Vierling, Patricia Mohn, Joe Thill, and Jim Schwingler. (Not pictured: couple has also given tours and traveled
Engineer Jason Swenson)
to make presentations throughout Minhealth, and limit chemical applications. They can include native shrubs, wild- nesota, Wisconsin, South Dakota, and
In 1996, with the assistance of the ÀRZHUVDQGEXQFKJUDVVHV,QXUEDQDU- Oregon. They also serve on the Scott
Scott SWCD, a manure waste pond eas, they provide wildlife habitat, attract County Farm Advisory Board and are
was constructed to handle the livestock pollinators, and prevent excess fertil- former 4-H leaders.
In 1994, they started a direct marketwaste. Since 2003, the brothers have in- izer, pet waste, carwash detergents, and
ing
retail meat business with pasturestalled water and sediment control ba- other household pollutants from reachraised
chicken. Toda,y they sell beef,
sins and a grassed waterway to reduce ing the nearby stream, lake, or wetland
pork,
and
chicken in addition to milk,
gully erosion, trap sediment, reduce -- in Rich case, the Credit River.
yogurt,
and
Alemar cheese (made from
³5DLQJDUGHQV PDNH D ORW RI VHQVH´
and manage runoff, and to improve
their
milk,
processed
in Mankato). Cedownstream water quality. In addition, -DVRQ VXPPHG XS ³7KH\ KDYH VKLIWdar
Summit
Farm’s
creamery
opened in
in 2003, 2009, 2012 and 2013, grade ed how I view stormwater runoff...
2002.
stabilization structures and rock inlets and they’re beautiful and help the
On their 400 acres today, close to
were constructed to control erosion environment.”
(Their story was featured in the 250 are or will be pasture for the 130along steep ravine slopes and actually
cow herd. During the late 1980s, Dave
decreased sediment from entering lo- April/May 2013 issue of the SCENE.)
and Florence became intrigued by the
cal waters. Another water and sediment
idea of improving animal health by alcontrol basin was started this year.
lowing the cows to harvest their own
$QGOLQHDUIHHWRI¿OWHUVWULSV
feed (grasses) for seven months of the
have also been planted. Filter strips of
year. The idea was that all of their land,
grass, trees, or shrubs were planted beVRPH RI ZKLFK DGMRLQV 6DQG &UHHN
tween crops and nearby water to slow
would be in permanent pasture grasses
ZDWHU ÀRZ DQG GHFUHDVH FRQWDPLQDQWV
ultimately slowing erosion at the same
like sediment, chemicals, and nutrients.
time as they produced a healthier meat
The Meierbachtols currently operate
and milk product.
a cattle operation and also run a success³0HDWHJJVDQGGDLU\SURGXFWVIURP
ful trucking business. They allow local
pastured animals offer you a healthier
residents to hunt deer, pheasants, and
balance of Omega-6 to Omega-3 fatty
Meierbachtol Bros., Belle Plaine
turkeys on their property. Ray was also
acids, higher levels of CLA (a fatty acid
Agriculture Winner
a member of the Belle Plaine SportsWKDW LV D SRWHQWLDO FDQFHU ¿JKWHU  DQG
men’s
Club.
The Meierbachtol family of Belle
lower levels of saturated fats,” Dave
The
Meierbachtols
have
been
pioPlaine represents the best of what agriculture is about. They’re successful neers in soil conservation in Scott Jason Rich and his daughters enjoy H[SODLQHG³7KH\DUHDOVRULFKHULQDQtioxidants, including vitamin E, betaprofessionally, active in the community, County since the early 1900s, and the the family raingardens.
carotene, and vitamin C.”
latest Meierbachtol generation is no
and innovative.
Cedar
Summit
Farm
&HGDU 6XPPLW )DUP LV FHUWL¿HG RUDale, John and Don Meierbachtol exception!
ganic
through Ecocert ICO and certiBusiness
Winner
went into business in 1993 when their
¿HG

SHUFHQW JUDVVIHG WKURXJK WKH
In
1973,
Dave
Minar
of
New
Prague
father Ray, also a long-time land stew- The Rich Family of Savage
American
Grassfed Association. They
had
a
severe
allergic
reaction
to
an
herard, retired. (Ray died in 2013.) Dale and Urban/Lakeshore Winner
are
active
members of the Minnesota
bicide
he
was
mixing
on
his
family’s
Jason and Nancy Rich of Savage
wife Kim have two children (Adam and
Grazing
Lands
Conservation Associafarm
near
New
Prague.
That
experience
Alyssa); John and wife Katy have two like to garden more than they like to
tion
as
well.
four
decades
ago
set
him
and
his
wife
mow.
So
instead
of
grass,
their
yard
inchildren (Mindy and Molly); and Don
and wife Margaret have three children cludes a number of basins of deep-root- Florence on a path toward producing
For more information on the Conser(Amanda, Mark, and Mike). All of the ed plants native to Minnesota. These more organic food, using no chemicals,
vation
Leaders Program, or to nominate
and
operating
a
healthier
farm.
In
fact,
plants
need
little
fuss
or
weeding,
are
Meierbachtol children grew up helping
someone
for next year’s awards, conthe
following
year,
they
discontinued
able
to
withstand
both
dry
and
soggy
out on the farm.
WDFWWKH6FRWW6:&'RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQDW
the
use
of
all
pesticides,
and
started
exCurrently, the Meierbachtols operate conditions, have very deep roots, and
land in Scott and Sibley Counties. They add a rainbow of color (and texture) ploring alternative ways to combat pests (952) 492-5425.
and farm more naturally.
have worked closely with Scott SWCD during summer, spring, and fall.
Today, the third and fourth generaRaingardens such as the Riches’ add
staff on conservation plans that include
tion
of Minars operate Cedar Summit
approximately 1,800 acres that are man- beauty to your yard while collecting runFarm
in Helena Township, an organic,
aged to reduce soil erosion, improve soil off from your roof, lawn, and driveway.
100-percent grass-fed dairy operation.
Through the years, the Minars comSOHWHG D QXPEHU RI FRQVHUYDWLRQ SURMects on their farm, including two cedar
WUHHVWUHDPEDQNVWDELOL]DWLRQSURMHFWVD
prescribed grazing plan, nutrient management strategies, heavy-use protection areas, ag waste systems, a living
snow fence and diversions to control
runoff and lessen erosion.
Over the years, the Minars developed
a registered Holstein herd that received
state and national recognition. They also
UDLVHG¿YHFKLOGUHQZKRMRLQHGWKHPLQ
WKHEXVLQHVV±GDXJKWHULisa writes the
newsletter and handles the social media
and blogs, her husband Bob developed Florence and Dave Minar display
the CSF logo; son Mike manages the some of the milk they produce at
creamery, and his wife Merrisue is the Cedar Summit Farm.
RI¿FHPDQDJHUVRQChris sets up meetDale, Ray (now deceased), John, and Don Meierbachtol.
The Scott Watershed Management
2UJDQL]DWLRQ 6:02  ± ZKLFK UHSUHVHQWV WKH PDMRULW\ RI 6FRWW &RXQW\
-- was recently recognized as the 2013
Conservation Leader of the Year! Members of the staff and the Watershed Planning Commission accepted an honorary
plaque and outdoor signage at the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) annual dinner recently for its
RXWVWDQGLQJ¿QDQFLDODQGVWUDWHJLFSODQning for natural resource protection in
Scott County.
In the last year and a half, 118 conservation practices were implemented
in Scott County, thanks to the SWMO’s
SURYLVLRQRIIRUWKHVHSURMHFWV
(and leveraging another $293,000 from
federal, state, county, and local agencies, along with landowners). The most
telling result, however, is less pollution
in our County waters: In one year alone,
a 2,400-pound reduction in phosphorus,
a 2,000-ton reduction in sediment, and
more than a 3,000-ton reduction in soil
lost!
³6FRWW:02¶VXQZDYHULQJFRPPLWment and dedication to supporting the
work and mission of the Scott SWCD
has enabled us to maintain a strong, talented, and committed team of conservationists,” explained Troy Kuphal, Scott
6:&'0DQDJHU³7RJHWKHUWKH:02
SWCD team has not only been successIXO LQ WHUPV RI RQWKHJURXQG SURMHFWV
but has also created strong relationships with landowners and local units of
governments.”
A conservation success story, the
WMO is a recognized leader in water resource management planning and policy
development throughout the state. With
the local award, this government agency
received a commemorative plaque and
D ³&RQVHUYDWLRQ /HDGHU´ RXWGRRU VLJQ
WRSRVWDWRQHRIWKHLUSURMHFWVLWHVRUDW
the Scott County Government Center.

