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Parks provide winter fun
Three Rivers Park District
offers skiing, snowshoeing,
and nature hikes.
Pages 8 and 9

Holiday preparations
Winter hazard cautions
Tips will help you stay
safe and warm through cold,
snowy months ahead
Pages 8 and 9

A war bride remembers...
Bombings,
rationing, and
an American
husband
were all part
of Sylvia
Ryan’s WWII
experiences.
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Jean Moline, a volunteer with La Compagnie, a Minnesota based society for Fur Trade Era reenactment,
preservation and education, cut up potatoes for a meal in the Faribault House at The Landing in Shakopee
on Dec. 10. Visitors at the Folkways of the Holidays event also saw traditional holiday decorations, such as a
handmade cornhusk nativity set, in the historical home. Folkways of the Holidays ends Dec. 18.

Caring for the environment
SWCD presents 2011 conservation awards
Behind the scenes, residents
throughout Scott County are doing
many things to take care of our precious natural resources. As a partner
in the protection and conservation of
our water, soil, and natural areas, the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) in Jordan launched
the Conservation Leaders Program
this year to recognize the efforts of
these residents and businesses. Recently, the top conservationists in four
different categories -- and an overall
2011 Conservation Leader -- were selected from hundreds of residents.
The City of Prior Lake was selected as the 2011 Scott SWCD Conservation Leader of the Year, receiving a
plaque and outdoor signage. The top
conservationists in the remaining categories each received an outdoor sign
for their property.
Other winners included Jesse
and Judy Theis, Conservation Lead-

Jesse and Judy Theis were recognized by the SWCD as conservation
leaders in agriculture for 2011.

ers/Agriculture; City of Prior Lake,
Conservation Leader/Government;
Legends Club, Conservation Leader/
Business; and Nancy Sjoberg, Conservation Leader/Lakeshore.
All were recognized and honored at the Scott SWCD dinner in
early December. These Conservation
Leaders were chosen for the positive
impacts they have had on our environment through conservation projects they’ve completed and through
their community involvement, leadership, and other activities that foFXV RQ EHDXWL¿FDWLRQ UHFUHDWLRQ
conservation, and education in Scott
County.
Jesse and Judy Theis, Conservation Leaders/Agriculture
Judy and Jesse Theis of Blakeley
Township are part of a farm family with local roots back to 1848. A
full-time farmer, Judy oversees their
registered Angus herd while Jesse
works as a biomass advocate at Rahr
Malting. His work contributes to the
creation of markets for landowners who plant native grasses along
streambanks and hillsides, resulting in cost savings when generating
power and heat. Through the years,
the couple has installed a number of
conservation practices, including a
feedlot runoff control program, nutrient management efforts for their herd
and crop rotations to keep their soil
healthy. In fact, they work with the
University of Minnesota on soil test
plots.
The Theises also established wildlife windbreaks and hedges, planting
more than 250 seedlings. Working
with the Scott SWCD staff, they’ve

Nancy Sjoberg was selected as
SWCD’s Conservation Leader/
Lakeshore.

DOVR LQVWDOOHG ¿OWHU VWULSV UHVWRUHG
wetland areas, planted native grasses,
¿[HG D VWHHS JUDGH WKDW ZDV VXIIHUing from severe erosion, and repaired
a ravine on their property. Together,
the family believes in healing and enhancing the natural landscape.
“We need to look at long-term sustainability in our farming practices,
understanding the impact of each,
doing the right thing with opportunities we’re given,” Jesse noted. The
Theises, chosen as 2007 Scott SWCD
/DQG6WHZDUGVDQG0$&'(¿nalists for Outstanding Conservationist of the Year, are passionate, visible
stewards in Scott County.
Nancy Sjoberg – Conservation
Leader/Lakeshore
Nancy Sjoberg of Cedar Lake
Township lives on the southeast side
CONSERVATIONISTS to page 16
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Government is not a private business
How many times do you think you’ve heard some variation of this: “If they
ran the government like a business, we wouldn’t be in this mess…” Ignoring for
a moment that the “they” are actually “us” – that’s a topic for another day – the
desire to make comparisons between the public and the private sector is quite
tempting. And quite often wrong.
Lest you think that I’m simply another government hack looking to defend my
profession against all critics, I’ll state it at the outset: Yes, I’m a long-tenured
government employee, and currently the Scott County Administrator. But I’ve
DOVRNHSWRQHIRRW¿UPO\SODQWHGLQWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUKDYLQJODXQFKHGEXLOWDQG
managed several successful business ventures over the course of my professional
life. So I’m not entirely without private sector chops. I’ve created more than a
hundred private sector jobs, I’ve made widgets, I’ve made policy. I’ve managed
people, I’ve managed costs; I’ve worried about making payroll. I’ve seen what
WKHYDJDULHVRIWKHHFRQRP\GRWRDSUR¿WPDUJLQ,¶YHDOVRREVHUYHGZKDWWKH\
GRWRDWD[EDVH,¶YHKDGRQHIRRWLQHDFKVHFWRUIRUDIHZGHFDGHVQRZDQG,FDQ
SHUVRQDOO\DWWHVWWRWKHWUXWKLQZKDWDIRUPHU&DUWHUDGPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FLDORQFH
said: “Government and private industry are alike in all LQVLJQL¿FDQW ways.”
In the private sector, any successful business must maintain a positive balance
EHWZHHQ UHYHQXHV DQG H[SHQVHV  :KHQ WKLV EDODQFH EHFRPHV ÀDW RU QHJDWLYH
WKDWEXVLQHVVPXVW¿QGDZD\WRLQFUHDVHUHYHQXHUHGXFHFRVWVRU¿QGDZRUNLQJ
combination of both. If a solution can’t be found, that business will cease to
H[LVW,QWKHSXEOLFVHFWRUWKHSUHVVXUHVEHWZHHQUDLVLQJUHYHQXHVDQGOLPLWLQJ
FRVWVGRH[LVWEXWZH¶UHQRWVXSSRVHGWRZRUNWKHHTXDWLRQDURXQGDSUR¿W«DQG
IUDQNO\VKRUWRIVRPHXQH[SHFWHGFRXSG¶pWDWJRYHUQPHQWZRQ¶WHYHUFHDVHWR
H[LVW1RUVKRXOGLWLWPXVWVWLOOFRQWLQXHWRSURYLGHWKHVHUYLFHVDQGSURJUDPV
that its citizens generally want and often need.
When the economy slumps, the demand and sales of widgets made by Company
A may fall off and stop generating revenue. The natural response, again, is to
reduce costs to return the ledger to a balance. Compare this to the local government
sector. In a struggling economy, the pressures to provide services while holding
WKHOLQHRQWD[HVLQDGGLWLRQWRWKHGLVFXVVLRQVDERXWWKHUROHVFRSHRUVL]HRI
local government rightly take center stage. However, when public revenue begins
WRGHFOLQH ZKHWKHUGXHWRFXWVLQIHGHUDOVWDWHDLGVRUFKDQJHVLQWKHSURSHUW\WD[
base) this, in turn, generally translates into a much higher demand for government
services. From increased use of parks and libraries, assistance to those looking for
ZRUNDQGHFRQRPLFRULQIUDVWUXFWXUHDVVLVWDQFHWRSURPRWHQHZDQGH[SDQGLQJ
businesses, the demands on local governments go up while their revenues decline.
If that same Company A decides to stop selling those widgets – or opts to
reinvent or repackage them – it can do so relatively quickly. Local government,
on the other hand, can’t simply decide that maintaining that county highway or
SURYLGLQJVKHULII¶VSDWUROLVMXVWWRRGDUQH[SHQVLYH«DQGMXVWKRSHIRUDVQRZOHVV
winter or a crime-free summer. Nor can it do much of anything about state and
federal revenue cuts… in fact, we’re usually right in the middle of our own budget
year when those cuts happen, so we’re rarely able to accommodate those cuts
ZLWKRXWVLJQL¿FDQWLVVXHV ,W¶VOLNHWU\LQJWRVKRYHOLQWKHPLGGOHRIDVQRZVWRUP
actually, and just about as effective.) Further, we simply don’t control the vast
PDMRULW\RIRXU³LQSXWV´±VXFKDVWKHOHYHORISURJUDPVSHFL¿FRUJHQHUDODLG
WKH FRVW RI IXHO HQHUJ\ DQG RWKHU PDWHULDOV WKH H[LVWHQFH RI VWDWH DQG IHGHUDO
PDQGDWHV WR VRPH H[WHQW ODERU FRVWV DQG \HV HYHQ WKH OHYHO RI SURSHUW\ WD[
revenue we can raise is quite limited.
The bottom line? If Company A is losing the customer base for its products,
there are usually three choices: change the product, market to a different customer,
or lose the business. However, local government’s customer base is everyone:
Every man, woman, and child; irrespective of age, income, educational level,
household size, health status, or any other demographic characteristic. Most
of our services are, at some point, used by almost everyone (e.g., roads, public
safety, transit, vital statistics, land records, et cetera), some are used by fewer
people (child protection, community corrections, economic assistance), and some
are used intermittently (elections, public health services, et cetera). But all of
these services and programs must be made available and accessible to everyone
whenever they may need them.
    /HW¶V IDFH LW IHZ LI DQ\  RI XV FDQ VWLOO ¿W LQWR WKRVH :UDQJOHUV ZH ZRUH
in third grade. But in all reality, that’s what local governments have been asked
to do – cram our entire organizational body into a pair of economic pants that
were designed for what we were many, many years ago. Try as we might, those
seams are gonna split: Between 2000 and 2010, Scott County’s population rose
IURPURXJKO\SHRSOHWRDOPRVW±DQGRXUVWDI¿QJFRPSOHPHQWKDV
declined.
I know things are rough for just about everyone right now, regardless of sector.
I have had the unfortunate task over the past several years of eliminating jobs,
IUHH]LQJZDJHVDQGOLPLWLQJEHQH¿WVLQERWKWKHSXEOLFDQGWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUV
But we simply cannot have an honest conversation or an informed debate about
the appropriate role, scope, or size of government without starting from a point
of truth: Government isn’t run like a private business because it isn’t a private
business. Sure, these two sectors can learn from each other, but trying to equate
them as an apples-to-apples comparison is not only misleading, it’s wrong.

Editorial Policy

The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information
about Scott County Government and the opportunities it offers it citizens.
If you have questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs
Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through February 2012
December 20 -County Board meeting
December 27 -no meeting
January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31

------

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting

February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

-----

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting

7KH6FRWW&RXQW\%RDUGPHHWVDWDPRQ7XHVGD\V H[FHSWLILQGLFDWHG
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board Agendas,
Minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be
rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
%RDUG PHHWLQJV FRQWDFW WKH &RXQW\ $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI¿FH DW   

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees
are provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at
meetings. If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these
committees, contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us RU  )RU
PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\ZHEVLWH
at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then “Citizen
Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.” Please note that some of the
vacancies have incumbents who are eligible to be reappointed for another term.
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission (1 vacancy).
Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. The purpose of the
Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to
the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments; review
all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans for
subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to the
County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships).
The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings and makes decisions on variance
UHTXHVWV  7KHVH %RDUGV PHHW WKH VHFRQG 0RQGD\ RI HDFK PRQWK DW  SP
Community Corrections Advisory Board (5 vacancies). There are currently
¿YH YDFDQFLHV RQ WKLV %RDUG RQH LQ HDFK &RPPLVVLRQHU 'LVWULFW  7KLV %RDUG
is responsible for making recommendations to the Scott County Board
of Commissioners as they relate to community corrections. The Board is
comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social
VHUYLFHV SHUVRQQHO HGXFDWRUV DQG FLWL]HQV  7KHUH DUH ¿YH FLWL]HQ PHPEHUV
one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are appointed
to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of
color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Human Services Resource Council (1 vacancy). The Resource Council consists
of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there is one
vacancy on the Council in Commissioner District 4. Members serve two-year
terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource Council participates
in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and
operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes recommendations
concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division; develops and
recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives
to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest
group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs,
services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human
Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets
TXDUWHUO\RQWKHWKLUG0RQGD\DWSP
Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District (1 vacancy) The Prior Lake/Spring
Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews of land
development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities with
local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government
and the public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The Board
meets the second Tuesday of every month at 2:30 p.m. Members must reside
within the Watershed District.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Planning Commission
(2 vacancies). Currently, there is one vacancy representing the Shakopee Basin
and the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed Management Organization. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations
on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program
priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management
Plan; and associated program gorals and projects. The commission consists of
COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER to next page

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us
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More thermal cover for overwintering
needed to help wildlife survive
Pheasant populations in Minnesota
have dropped a frightening 64 percent
from 2010, largely due to two severe
winters and a wet spring, according to
the Department of Natural Resources.
Obviously, landowners cannot control the weather, but they can plant
more thermal cover for overwintering
wildlife.
8QLYHUVLW\ RI 0LQQHVRWD ([WHQVLRQ
works with state and federal agencies to
educate landowners about conservation
SUDFWLFHV WKDW EHQH¿W VRLO ZDWHU DQG
wildlife resources. In partnership with
conservation organizations and agency
ZLOGOLIH VWDII ([WHQVLRQ GHYHORSHG DQ
online fact sheet to assist landowners
in creating winter habitat for pheasants,
available at ZZZH[WHQVLRQXPQHGX
go/1081.
Pheasant tracks will be an uncommon
Winter habitat areas can have a dramatic effect on pheasant populations in
ODQGVFDSHV WKDW KDYH VXI¿FLHQW QHVWLQJ
FRYHU EXW H[SHULHQFH VHYHUH ZLQWHUV
Winter habitat plantings placed near
nesting areas can increase over-winter
survival and ultimately result in more
hens that are in better condition.
If you’re a farmer or other landowner who wishes to help pheasants
survive winter, consider the following
recommendations:
 Locate winter habitat areas

(north and west) to catch drifting snow,
an open snow catch area, four or more
rows of closely spaced conifers (spruce,
et cetera) and two rows of shrubs on the
leeward side (south and east).
 A woody cover planting should
be large enough to provide shelter in severe winters (at least 200 feet wide and
 IHHW LQ OHQJWK RU DSSUR[LPDWHO\
three acres) and be designed to provide
protection from prevailing northwest
winds. Plantings may be L-shaped, arcshaped, or rectangular.
 If possible, design the planting
to protect a food plot and herbaceous
nesting cover, such as native grasses
and forbs.

Volunteer training
available to help
battered women
The Southern Valley Alliance
for Battered Women is seeking volunteers that are are concerned about
domestic violence. We will be providing volunteer training beginning
on Saturday, March 3, 2012.
Volunteers are trained in domestic violence, answering the crisis line, and/or facilitating support
groups. We are seeking individuals
that are able to make a one-year
commitment. If you are concerned
about domestic violence and wish
WR JDLQ NQRZOHGJH DQG H[SHULHQFH
while helping victims in need,
please call Kim at (952) 873-4214.

Flooding affected many croplands
this spring, and some of these areas
may qualify for wetland banking or
sight in the snow this winter.
other programs that include native vegetation establishment and increasing
within one or two miles of nesting habi- winter cover for wildlife. County Soil
tats, and within three miles of each oth- and Water Conservation Districts and
HUWRLQFUHDVHEHQH¿WVWRSKHDVDQWVDQG Natural Resource Conservation Service
RI¿FHV FDQ KHOS ODQGRZQHUV LGHQWLI\
other wildlife.
 Avoid planting tall deciduous SODQW DQG ¿QDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV IRU ZLOGtrees, as they provide perch sites for life habitats. To learn more about possible shrubs and trees that can provide
avian predators.
 Include conifers and shrubs. winter habitat in Minnesota, visit www.
Also include short deciduous trees -- H[WHQVLRQXPQHGXDJURIRUHVWU\.
such as crabapples -- which can provide
Source: By Gary Wyatt, University
a winter food source plus cover.
 Plantings should include two of Minnesota Extension
rows of shrubs on the windward sides

Order trees,
rain barrels now
from SWCD
If you would like to order
young seedlings, rain barrels, and native seed mixes,
visit www.scottswcd.org for
order forms, photos and
other program materials.
For more information, call
(952) 492-5425.

Caution advised when
heading out on ice
,FH¿VKLQJDQGVQRZPRELOLQJRQDUHDODNHVDUHIXQZLQWHUWLPHDFWLYLWLHV
Some people have been taking part in these activities for so long, they seem
WRNQRZZKHQWKHLFHLVVDIHWRZDONRQGULYHRQDQGSXWRXWD¿VKKRXVH
%XWUHJDUGOHVVRIKRZPXFKH[SHULHQFH\RXKDYHZLWKLFHFRYHUHGODNHVWKH
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Scott County
6KHULII¶V2I¿FHZLOOWHOO\RXno ice is safe!






The DNR does provide guidelines for ice thickness. They are:
Two inches or less -- Stay off!
)RXULQFKHV,FH¿VKLQJRURWKHUDFWLYLWLHVRQIRRW
Five inches -- Snowmobile or ATV
Eight to 12 inches -- Car or small pickup
Twelve to 15 inches -- Medium truck.

Remember, these are just guidelines. Many factors other than thickness
can cause ice to be unsafe. Even if temperatures drop below zero, ice does
not form well under snow. Aeration systems will also be installed in some
area lakes. Anywhere water is moving causes open water and thin ice around
it, so make sure to stay away from the marked sites and be especially cautious
around creeks and rivers. Stay safe this winter while enjoying the outdoors.

Commissioners’ Corner
Continued from Page 2
VHYHQPHPEHUVUHSUHVHQWLQJVSHFL¿FZDWHUVKHGDUHDV
Commissioner Districts:
x District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships;
and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague
within Scott County.
x District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and
SUHFLQFWVDQGLQWKH&LW\RI6DYDJH
x District 3 (Commissioner Dave Menden) – The City of Shakopee,
SUHFLQFWVDQG
x District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior Lake,
and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
x 'LVWULFW  &RPPLVVLRQHU -RQ 8OULFK  ± 7KH &LW\ RI 6DYDJH H[FHSW
SUHFLQFWVDQG

Learning “the old ways”
Elsie Welch of Woodbury (above) checked out the homemade decorations
on the Christmas tree in the Berger House at The Landing in Shakopee
during the Folkways of the Holidays event. Other Folkways visitors received
instructions from costumed volunteers as they worked to shell dried peas
that will be planted in the Berger farm garden next spring.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

3UHYHQWLRQIRUWKHSHVN\ÀXVHDVRQ

,QÀXHQ]DLVDFRQWDJLRXVUHVSLUDWRU\GLVHDVHWKDWFDQEHSUHYHQWHGE\LPPXQL]DWLRQ
,WLVQRWWKHVDPHDVWKH³VWRPDFKÀX´ )OXLVFDXVHGE\DYLUXVWKDWDWWDFNVWKH
nose, throat, and lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead
WR GHDWK ,QÀXHQ]D V\PSWRPV FRPH RQ TXLFNO\ LQ WKH IRUP RI IHYHU GU\ FRXJK
VRUHWKURDWKHDGDFKHH[WUHPHWLUHGQHVVVWXIIHGXSQRVHDQGERG\DFKHV7KHVH
symptoms can be severe and put you in bed for several days. A cold generally stays
XSLQWKHKHDGZKLOHWKHÀXEULQJVERG\DFKHVIHYHUDQGH[WUHPHIDWLJXH$SHUVRQ
with a cold will usually keep up his or her normal activities, while someone with the
ÀXZLOORIWHQIHHOWRRVLFNWRGRVR7KHPRVWLPSRUWDQWSUHYHQWDWLYHPHDVXUHVDUH
through thwarting the spread of disease and getting an annual ÀXYDFFLQH. (Like
LQÀXHQ]DWKHUHDUHRWKHUVHULRXVUHVSLUDWRU\LOOQHVVHVVXFKDVUHVSLUDWRU\V\QF\WLDO
virus [RSV], whooping cough, and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome [SARS]
that are spread by coughing or sneezing and unclean hands. These illnesses spread
easily in crowded places where people are in close contact.)
Washing your hands is the best way to stop germs from spreading, and there are
SOHQW\RIJHUPVWRJRDURXQGGXULQJWKHLQÀXHQ]D
ÀXVHDVRQ9HU\IHZSHRSOHDUHOXFN\HQRXJKWR
escape at least one bout of the “common cold”
GXULQJ WKH LQÀXHQ]D ÀX VHDVRQ  3UHYHQWLRQ LV
the best defense we have against the spread of
JHUPVDQGLQÀXHQ]DÀX1RVHPRXWKRUH\HV
– as well as the hands of others -- are common
VRXUFHV IRU VSUHDGLQJ ÀX JHUPV *HUPV FDQ
spread to the hands by sneezing, coughing, or
rubbing the eyes and then can be transferred to
other family members or friends. Simply washing your hands correctly can help
prevent such illnesses as the common cold or eye infections.
Antibiotics don’t FXUH YLUDO LQIHFWLRQV OLNH FROGV ÀX RU EURQFKLWLV EXW
handwashing can stop the spread of germs. Further, there is a growing concern for
antibiotic resistance, so it’s always best to let your doctor decide when antibiotics
are needed. Every time a person takes antibiotics, sensitive bacteria are killed…
but resistant bacteria may be left to grow and multiply. Using antibiotics too often
DQGPLVXVLQJWKHP WKDWLVQRW¿QLVKLQJDOORIDSUHVFULSWLRQ OHDGVWRDQWLELRWLF
resistant bacteria. Bacteria that develop ways to survive against antibiotics are
called antibiotic-resistant bacteria, and routine antibiotics will not kill them. In
fact, they’re sometimes called “super bugs.” Infections caused by these super bugs
can be more severe and harder to treat, and they can be passed from person-toperson the same way that other bacteria are spread. Thus, using antibiotics wisely
is the best way to control resistance.
There are three components to good handwashing – soap, warm water,
and friction. The best technique involves six very important steps.
 Wet hands with warm, running water.
 Add soap.
 Rub hands vigorously for 20 seconds. Wash all surfaces including: backs of
KDQGVZULVWVEHWZHHQ¿QJHUVWLSVRI¿QJHUVWKXPEVDQGXQGHU¿QJHUQDLOV²XVing a nailbrush is best.
 5LQVHNHHS¿QJHUVSRLQWLQJGRZQ
 Dry vigorously with paper or clean cloth towel.
 Turn off the faucet with the towel and open the door with a towel.
The soap suspends the dirt and soils and the friction motion helps pull dirt and greasy
or oily soils free from the skin. The warm running water washes away suspended
dirt and soils that trap germs. Finally, the friction of wiping hands removes more
germs. Children are taught in school to sing the “Alphabet Song” or one of similar
GXUDWLRQZKLOHIROORZLQJDOORIWKHKDQGZDVKLQJVWHSVDQGWHFKQLTXHV,W¶VGH¿QLWHO\
worth the time to teach your children good handwashing hygiene.
If you do get sick, there are steps you can take to stop the spread of disease to others.
First, cover your nose and mouth with a tissue every time you cough or sneeze,
then throw the used tissue in a wastebasket. If you don’t have a tissue, sneeze or
cough into your sleeve. After coughing or sneezing, always clean your hands with
soap and water or an alcohol-based hand cleaner. (It’s a good idea to put an alcoholbased hand cleaner in your child’s backpack or at your desk in the work place.) And
stay home when you’re sick! This will avoid further
spread of germs. Similarly, avoid close contact with
people who are sick, if possible. Do not share eating
utensils, drinking glasses, towels, or other personal
items. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth –
admittedly, a habit that is hard to break, but keeping
your hands off of your face will help decrease the
spread of germs both to yourself and to others. And
get vaccinated! ,QÀXHQ]D ÀX  DQG SQHXPRFRFFDO
(pneumonia) vaccines can prevent some serious
respiratory illnesses.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Master Gardeners provide
free services to residents
The Scott/Carver Master Gardeners
have been advising, teaching, planting, feeding the hungry, hosting tours,
and publishing information since 1987.
Here’s some of the highlights of their
history.
  1RW VDWLV¿HG ZLWK D VWUXJgling new program, two newly-trained
master gardener interns in Scott County
joined with three in Carver County to
IRUP WKH RI¿FLDO Scott/Carver Master
Gardener program.
1989 – With seven members present
at a December meeting, service projects
IRU WKH \HDU LQFOXGHG ([FHOVLRU $SSOH
Days, a spring plant sale, vegetable
variety trials, Belle Plaine clinics, and
KRVWLQJ WKH$X[LOLDU\ 3ODQW 6DOH DW WKH
Arboretum.
)LUVWRI¿FHUVHOHFWHG-DFNLH
Smith, chair; Lori Kornder, secretary;
Jim Donovan, treasurer.
1991-- Dave Resch joined Scott
&RXQW\ DV H[WHQVLRQ DJHQW DQG DGYLVRU
to the Master Gardener (MG) program.
1992 -- Five interns were welcomed
into the program.
1993 -- Information booths were
set up at both Carver and Scott County
Fairs.
1994 – A mentor system was introduced to help initiate new MG interns;
¿UVW 6FRWW&DUYHU 0* $GYLVRU\ &RPmittee formed to set program priorities.
1995 – A year-end award program
was introduced for outstanding MG
achievements.
±7KH¿UVW0*SKRWRGLUHFWRU\
was published.
1997 -- MG adopted the second MonGD\RIWKHPRQWKDVLWVRI¿FLDOPHHWLQJ
date; Sharon Hoese becomes MG Program Coordinator.
1999 – The Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative approved a $2,000
JUDQWWRWKH6FRWW&DUYHU0*IRULWV¿UVW
annual Garden Fever, held in April at
Chanhassen Recreation Center; Jackie
Smith hired as MG program coordinator, replacing Sharon Hoese.
7ZHQW\VL[LQWHUQVDFFHSWHG
IRU 0* WUDLQLQJ 6FRWW &RXQW\ ([WHQVLRQRI¿FHUHORFDWHGWRWKH6FRWW&RXQW\
Fairgrounds at Jordan; Plant Clinics
were introduced in both counties.
2001 -- MG participated in Clean or
Green water quality program; received
an award for work at Good Samaritan

A new Scott/Carver Master Gardeners
logo was recently selected.

home in Waconia.
2002 -- MG converted to an online
newsletter delivery.
2003 -- MG received a grant (with
the City of Chanhassen) from Minnesota Horticultural Society to educate the
public about organic gardening.
2004 -- Plans were unveiled for large
teaching gardens at Scott County Fairgrounds; Chanhassen Community Garden team receives Greening Award for
“Gardening the Organic Way”; City of
Chanhassen recognizes MG with an Environmental Excellence Award.
2005 -- MG launched its television
series “Master Your Garden” on Savage
cable TV; began From the Ground Up
class series taught by master gardeners.
  0* KHOG LWV ¿UVW *DUGHQ
7RXURIVL[PHPEHUJDUGHQVSHRSOH
attend!
2009 -- University of Minnesota
President Robert Bruininks and other
dignitaries toured Scott County FairJURXQGV WHDFKLQJ JDUGHQV ¿UVW DQQXDO
MG Plant Sale held at Chaska.
2010 -- MG launched the Plant a
Row for the Hungry program to supply
local foodshelves; teaching garden initiDWHG DW &DUYHU &RXQW\ )DLUJURXQGV 
active MGs donated 5,530 total hours of
education time throughout the year.
  ([HFXWLYH &RPPLWWHH DQnounces icon design contest for the
Scott-Carver MG organization, and the
ZLQQHULV¿YHEHHVVXUURXQGLQJDÀRZer; Jackie Smith announces her retirement at end of the year.
Compiled by Cliff Johnson, Master
Gardener

IURPJHWWLQJWKHÀXVR\RXZRQ¶WSDVVLWWRSHRSOHZKRULVNJHWWLQJYHU\VLFNOLNH
babies, pregnant women, elderly people, and people who have chronic diseases.
7KRVHPRVWDWULVNIRUEHFRPLQJVHULRXVO\LOOIURPWKHÀXLQFOXGHSHRSOHDJHDQG
older, young children, pregnant women, and people with certain health conditions
(such as asthma, diabetes, and heart disease). Certain populations -- such as African
American, Latino, and American Indian people -- are also at higher risk. If your
FKLOGLVVL[PRQWKVWKURXJKHLJKW\HDUVROGKH
or she may need two doses at least four weeks
DSDUWDVN\RXUGRFWRURUFOLQLF7KLV\HDU¶VÀX
YDFFLQH LV PDGH LQ WKH VDPH ZD\ DV SDVW ÀX
YDFFLQHV)OXYDFFLQHVKDYHDQH[FHOOHQWVDIHW\
record – with an average of 100 million doses
used in the U.S. each year.
&DQ\RXJHWWKHÀXIURPWKHÀXVKRW"
   1R 6RPH SHRSOH GR JHW PLOG ÀXOLNH
symptoms for a short time after being vaccinated, but this is a sign that your body is
responding to the vaccine and giving you protection. ,WLVQRWWKHÀX Also, because
there are many cold viruses circulating in the fall, it is possible that a person could
EHLQIHFWHGDQGEHFRPHLOODWWKHVDPHWLPHWKH\UHFHLYHWKHÀXYDFFLQH
So while there’s no guarantee you or your loved ones can avoid getting sick this
ZLQWHUDIHZSUHFDXWLRQDU\PHDVXUHVJHWWLQJYDFFLQDWHGDYRLGLQJH[SRVXUHWR
RWKHUVZKRDUHVLFNZLWKÀXOLNHLOOQHVVFRYHULQJ\RXUVQHH]HVDQGFRXJKVFOHDQLQJ
your hands often, and avoiding sharing drinking and eating utensils with others –
6KRXOG,JHWDÀXYDFFLQDWLRQWKLV\HDU"
can certainly help your chances of escaping serious illness.
<HV(YHU\RQHVL[PRQWKVRIDJHDQGROGHUVKRXOGJHWÀXYDFFLQHWKLV\HDU«HYHQ ,I\RXQHHGWR¿QGDÀXFOLQLFFORVHVWWR\RXRUQHHGPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKLV
LI\RXJRWÀXYDFFLQHODVW\HDU*HWWLQJDÀXVKRW RUQDVDOVSUD\ KHOSVSURWHFW\RX \HDU¶V ÀX YDFFLQH JR WR ZZZKHDOWKVWDWHPQXV RU FRQWDFW 6FRWW &RXQW\ 3XEOLF
+HDOWKDW  
HEALTHY SCENE continued at right

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us
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Youth in the Spotlight

EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Responder training and exercises –
Why are they necessary?
In past articles, you may remember my references to “training and experience,”
or to how hard the Scott County responders work to stay trained. This statement is
WUXHIURPODZHQIRUFHPHQWWR¿UH¿JKWHUVWR(06SHUVRQQHOEXWLW¶VDOVRWUXHDERXW
other disciplines such as public health, public works, and emergency management.
It seems pretty clear that training is necessary in order to learn a new skill or stay
SUR¿FLHQWZLWKH[SHUWLVHOHDUQHGLQSDVWFODVVURRPRU¿HOGWUDLQLQJ³8VHLWRUORVH
it” is a true statement when dealing with the many skills responders need to utilize
during an emergency situation. Training and exercising capabilities are necessary
in order to build a safe community. Improving readiness is the overall objective for
training and exercises, and some of the ways this is measured include:






Improved organizational coordination and communications.
&ODUL¿HGUROHVDQGUHVSRQVLELOLWLHV
Training personnel in roles and responsibilities.
Improved individual performance.
Finding resource gaps.

A good training and exercise program in your community also demonstrates a
commitment to prepare for disasters. Staff time spent in the planning process and
then actually participating in an exercise are examples of this commitment.
Improving readiness might mean using drills to enhance or reinforce the perIRUPDQFHRIDVSHFL¿FWDVN3UDFWLFLQJZLWKDVHOIFRQWDLQHGEUHDWKLQJDSSDUDWXVRU
recognizing different types of hazardous situations and reacting appropriately are
examples.
Discussion-based exercises are another method. These can be used to test one
or more portions of a plan such as Emergency Operations or Continuity of Operations. A tabletop is an example of a discussion based exercise. A tabletop involves
key personnel discussing simulated scenarios in an informal setting.
An operation-based exercise can also help validate plans and procedures in
an operational environment. One such exercise is called a Functional Exercise.
These can be used to test the coordination, command, and control between various multi-agency coordination centers such as an emergency operation center. The
participant is asked to provide a response to a simulated problem occurring in their
jurisdiction.
The next step would be called a full-scale exercise where people, equipment,
and/or other resources are actually deployed in response to a simulated disaster.
These are usually a multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional exercise, and are many times
GHVFULEHGDVD³ERRWVRQWKHJURXQG´UHVSRQVH)RUH[DPSOH(06PD\VLPXODWH
WUHDWLQJLQMXULHVWRPXOWLSOHYLFWLPVDWDQDFFLGHQWVFHQHRU¿UH¿JKWHUVPD\VLPXlate mitigating a hazardous materials incident.
Reinforcing teamwork is one of the outcomes of training and exercising. Knowing what your teammate can do during stressful situations is critical. These also
allow planners a way to evaluate operations and plans. As we all know, a process
or guideline may sound great on paper -- but the only way to see if it will work according to your plan is to actually try to do it.
Responders will usually react to an emergency in the way that they have been
trained. A hoped-for outcome of drills and operational based exercises would be
that responders plan for and complete these exercises, and are then better prepared
to respond to and recover from the various kinds of emergencies and disasters that
may affect their communities.
No two incidents are alike, so trying to simulate exactly what might take place is
GLI¿FXOW%XWZRUNLQJWKURXJKGLIIHUHQWW\SHVRIVFHQDULRVKHOSVSUHSDUHUHVSRQGHUV
and communities if a disaster should occur. Residents in Scott County should know
that all these types of readiness drills and exercises have been conducted in their
community and will continue to be planned and carried out in the future.

Anna Brekke
School: Holy Family Catholic School
Grade: 9th grade
4-H Club: Shakopee Super Seekers 4-H Club
Parents: -RQDQG%DUE%UHNNH
Years in 4-H: 10 years
Projects of Interest: Citizenship, computer, consumer
education, digital photography, global connections,
performing arts, self-determined, video, youth leadership
,W¶VDPD]LQJKRZDVPLOHRQDSHUVRQ¶VIDFHFDQOLJKW
up a room and make everyone feel energized and excited
DERXWDSURJUDP$QQD%UHNNHLVWKDWSHUVRQ±VKHEULQJV
Anna Brekke
positive energy everywhere she goes. This fall, Anna
KHOSHG WR WUDLQ RWKHU + FOXE RI¿FHUV SUHVLGHQW YLFH
president, secretary, treasurer, and historian) in how to run fun and effective club
meetings. Younger members enjoy having Anna as their camp counselor because
they know they will have a great time at the program!
$QQDLVWKH6FRWW&RXQW\+/HDGHU¶V&RXQFLO3UHVLGHQWWKLV\HDU$ORQJZLWK
her fellow 4-H Ambassador Team, she will be helping to promote Community SerYLFH/HDUQLQJ3URMHFWVDQGKHOSLQJRWKHUVLQRXUFRPPXQLW\WREHFRPH+PHPbers. She enjoys teaching others all the great knowledge she has learned through
the 4-H program. Thank you, Anna, for being a great role model and energizing the
room with your smile and personality!
The 4-H community believes that it is important to give back to others and share
what we have learned through our experiences in the program. If you would like
to learn more about how 4-H is giving back to our community, please contact the
8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD6FRWW&RXQW\([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDW  

Adult 4-H leaders help
youth learn by doing
3HRSOHYROXQWHHUZLWK+IRUPDQ\
UHDVRQV2QHREYLRXVEHQH¿WLVWRKHOS
JXLGH DQG PHQWRU RXU FRXQWU\¶V IXWXUH
citizens and leaders. Volunteer leaders
also develop new leadership skills, meet
new friends, and have great adventures
while in the program. Adult volunteers
play an important role in 4-H youth education programs by helping 4-H members learn by doing, develop leadership
and life skills, give back to the community, build connections with others, and
establish relationships.
Marilyn
Tech ¿OOV DOO
of these roles
and
many
more for the
+3URJUDP
0DULO\Q KDV
been a Scott
County 4-H
program
OHDGHU IRU 
years.
Her
contributions

Marilyn Tech

as a club leader have been momentous:
She has nurtured the Shakopee Super
Seeker Club for so many years in a way
that has kept the club alive and vibrant.
She has encouraged and made sure that
club members and families participate
in County and other 4-H opportunities
as well as community service. The attention she gives to each family to help
them be able to participate in 4-H is
personal and important. She also has
mentored many individual 4-H members with their clothing projects. On the
County level, she has been a member
of the foodstand committee, has served
RQWKH([HFXWLYH%RDUGDQGWKH$QLPDO
6FLHQFH3'&
2XWVLGHRI+VKHLVD%RDUG0HPber for Shakopee Dollars for Scholars
DQG D YROXQWHHU DW 6W 0DUN¶V &DWKROLF
&KXUFK  ,Q  0DULO\Q ZDV QDPHG
the outstanding 4-H alumni to the proJUDP LQ  VKH ZDV QDPHG DV WKH
Friend of 4-H7KDQN\RX0DULO\QIRU
the many hours of volunteer time you
have so graciously given to the Scott
County 4-H program.

Hartmann attends SWCD Governance Conference
+DUWPDQQ DQG WKH IRXU RWKHU %RDUG
members have three basic responsibilities. They set overall policy and longWHUPREMHFWLYHVIRUWKH'LVWULFWGHYHORS
WKH'LVWULFW¶VDQQXDODQGFRPSUHKHQVLYH
SODQV DQG ZRUN ZLWK 'LVWULFW VWDII WR
Hartmann currently serves as secre- ensure that policies and plans are imWDU\WUHDVXUHURIWKH6FRWW6:&'%RDUG SOHPHQWHG 7KH %RDUG RI 6XSHUYLVRUV
+HUHSUHVHQWV'LVWULFWZKLFKHQFRP- meets at 8 a.m. on the third Wednesday
passes the Cities of Shakopee and Jor- RIHDFKPRQWKDWWKH6FRWW&RXQW\([dan as well as Jackson, Louisville, Sand WHQVLRQ DQG &RQVHUYDWLRQ %XLOGLQJ RQ
Creek, and St. Lawrence Townships.
the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan.
0HHWLQJVDUHRSHQWRWKHSXEOLF
6:&'V DUH ORFDO XQLWV RI JRYHUQment that manage and implement a va7KH6FRWW6:&'KDVHPSOR\HHV
“It certainly appears there may be ULHW\RIFRQVHUYDWLRQSURJUDPV0LQQH- ,WVRI¿FHLVORFDWHGDWWK6WUHHW
VRPHVLJQL¿FDQWFKDQJHVLQVWRUHGXULQJ VRWD¶V6:&'VFRYHUWKHHQWLUHVWDWH :HVW6XLWH-RUGDQ)RUPRUHLQIRUthe next few years for public agencies DQGJHQHUDOO\IROORZFRXQW\OLQHV(DFK PDWLRQ RQ WKH 6FRWW 6:&' FDOO  
working in conservation and natural 6:&' LV GLYLGHG LQWR ¿YH GLVWULFWV RUYLVLWZZZVFRWWVZFGRUJ
resources,” Hartmann explained about with one supervisor for each district.
Gary Hartmann of Shakopee recently attended the Soil and Water ConserYDWLRQ 'LVWULFW 6:&'  *RYHUQDQFH
101 Conference in Alexandria. He
ZDVHOHFWHGWRWKH6FRWW6:&'%RDUG
of Supervisors last November, and is
FRPSOHWLQJKLV¿UVW\HDURIDIRXU\HDU
term. The conference for both new and
H[SHULHQFHG 6:&' VXSHUYLVRUV DQG
HPSOR\HHVLQ0LQQHVRWDSURYLGHGWKHVH
RI¿FLDOV ZLWK D EDFNJURXQG RQ YDULRXV FRQVHUYDWLRQ HIIRUWV FRUH 6:&'
functions, leadership enhancement, and
6:&'JXLGHOLQHVDQGVWUXFWXUH

his experience at the conference. “We
need to get ready for these changes by
building relationships, learning and providing new skills, and sharpening our
existing program focus.”

Gary Hartmann
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

3XWWLQJRXW¿UHV

On nice cool nights, we Minnesotans like to open our windows to enjoy fresh
air. Unfortunately, we often need to immediately shut the windows when smoke
IURPVRPHQHLJKERU¶VEDFN\DUG¿UHSLWZDIWVLQ,¶PQRWVXUHZKHUHWKHLGHDRI
KDYLQJDEDFN\DUGFDPS¿UHVWDUWHGEXWLWKDVFHUWDLQO\WDNHQRII%XWWKHUHDUH
seldom those perfect weather conditions that allow the smoke to go straight up and
away. Most of the time, it blows toward one neighbor or another or -- worse yet
LWMXVWKDQJVLQWKHQHLJKERUKRRGDOOQLJKW8QOHVVLWLV\RXURZQFDPS¿UHLWLV
GRXEWIXO\RXDSSUHFLDWHWKHVPRNH $QGEDVHGRQP\H[WHQVLYHFDPSLQJH[SHULence, no one actually likes the smoke, so everyone is always shifting their chairs
DURXQGWKH¿UHWRJHWRXWRILW 8QIRUWXQDWHO\LIVPRNHLVEORZLQJWRZDUG\RXU
house, you can’t just get up and move your house.
Some communities around the country
are banning backyard burning of any kind.
Burning of rubbish was actually banned in
the metropolitan area over 40 years ago,
so burning anything other than clean wood
or charcoal is prohibited. But even clean
wood can cause smoke, and wood smoke
LV QRW IUHH RI SROOXWLRQ RU WR[LQV ,Q IDFW
wood smoke contains a variety of air pollutants, some of which -- such as polycyclic
DURPDWLF K\GURFDUERQV 3$+V  DQG GLR[LQ
-- have been demonstrated to cause cancer. Wood smoke is actually quite similar
to tobacco smokeLWFRQWDLQV¿QHSDUWLFOHVWKDWFDQUHDFKOXQJWLVVXHDVZHOODV
FDUERQPRQR[LGHIRUPDOGHK\GHVXOIXUGLR[LGHDQGYDULRXVLUULWDQWJDVHVVXFKDV
QLWURJHQR[LGHVWKDWFDQVFDUOXQJV
Wood smoke can also interfere with normal lung development in infants and
children, and increase children’s risk of lower respiratory infections such as bronchitis and pneumonia. :RRG VPRNH H[SRVXUH FDQ GHSUHVV WKH LPPXQH V\VWHP
and damage the layer of cells in the lungs that protect and cleanse the airways.
$FFRUGLQJWRWKH(QYLURQPHQWDO3URWHFWLRQ$JHQF\ (3$ WR[LFDLUSROOXWDQWVDUH
components of wood smoke. Wood smoke can cause coughs, headaches, and eye
and throat irritation in otherwise healthy people. For vulnerable populations (such
as people with asthma, chronic respiratory disease, and those with cardiovascular
disease), wood smoke is particularlyKDUPIXOHYHQVKRUWH[SRVXUHVFDQSURYH
dangerous.
But before you call our department to complain about your neighbor’s smoky
EDFN\DUG¿UHSLW\RXVKRXOGNQRZWKDW6FRWW&RXQW\GRHVQRWFXUUHQWO\KDYHDQ\
UHJXODWRU\DXWKRULW\WREDQEDFN\DUG¿UHV+RZHYHULI\RXUQHLJKERUVDUHWRVVLQJ
WUDVKLQWRWKH¿UHWKHQ\RXVKRXOGFDOO\RXUORFDOSROLFHGHSDUWPHQW
As the human population continues to grow -- it has been doubling about every
30 to 40 years over the last century -- we will need to be ever more considerate of
HDFKRWKHU6RUHSODFHWKDW¿UHSLWZLWKDELUGEDWK«\RXUQHLJKERUVZLOODSSUHFLate it, and so will the birds!

County offers kits to
test for radon in homes
January is National Radon Action Month in the United States. The
American Lung Association, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and
Scott County Environmental Health are
all urging residents to take a simple step
to protect their families: Test your home
for radon.
Radon -- a colorless, odorless, and
tasteless gas present in homes throughout the country -- is the second-leading cause of lung cancer in the United
States. It causes no immediate health
symptoms, so you will not know if you
KDYH EHHQ H[SRVHG ORQJWHUP H[SRsure, however, can be deadly. The EPA
estimates that as many as one in 15
homes across the U.S. have elevated radon levels, but some areas have higher
OHYHOVWKDQRWKHUV$SSUR[LPDWHO\four
out of 10 homes that have been tested in
Scott County have been found to have
elevated levels of radon. A simple test
can reveal the amount of radon in any
building, and most buildings with high
OHYHOVFDQEH¿[HGZLWKVLPSOHDQGDIfordable venting techniques. Testing
your home is critical, because testing is
the only way to know if a building has
VLJQL¿FDQWOHYHOVRIUDGRQ
Radon test kits that will allow you

to test your home yourself can be purchased from Scott County Environmental Health or the American Lung
Association. In addition, a Minnesota
Department of Health (MDH) list of radon testers and mitigation contractors is
also available from Scott County. Simply visit our website at www.co.scott.
mn.us and then look under “Parks, Library, and Environment” for “Indoor
$LU4XDOLW\´WR¿QGWKH/LVWRI0LQQHsota Indoor Air Quality Professionals,
or information on purchasing a radon
WHVWNLWIURPRXURI¿FH
The American Lung Association
+HOS/LQH LV DQ H[FHOOHQW VRXUFH RI
clear and accurate information on radon and other lung health issues. Free
counseling with registered nurses, respiratory therapists and quit-smoking
specialists is available by calling (800)
LUNG-USA. The HelpLine is open
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. CST (TTY for hearing imSDLUHGLVDYDLODEOHDW   
Additional information about radon can
be obtained by calling Scott County
(QYLURQPHQWDO+HDOWK  
visiting our website, or by visiting the
EPA’s radon web site at www.epa.gov/
radon.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

Conservation program to
improve environmental
quality seeks applicants
Agricultural producers looking for
ways to solve natural resource problems
on their farms may apply now for assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) administered by the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).
EQIP applications are accepted by
NRCS on a continuous basis throughout the year with periodic pooling dates
to evaluate, rank, prioritize, and select
DSSOLFDQWV 7KH ¿UVW VFRULQJ SHULRG WR
determine priority for funding applications will end on February 3, 2012.
According to Katundra Shears, District
Conservationist with the NRCS of¿FH LQ -RUGDQ FRPSOHWHG DSSOLFDWLRQV
PXVW EH UHFHLYHG DW ORFDO 15&6 ¿HOG
RI¿FHVWKURXJKRXW0LQQHVRWDE\Tuesday, January 13 to be considered for
WKH ¿UVW VFRULQJ SHULRG &RQWUDFWV ZLOO
be awarded to producers with the highHVW UDQNLQJV XQWLO IXQGV DUH H[KDXVWHG
Upon request by the applicant, appliFDWLRQVQRWIXQGHGLQWKHFXUUHQW¿VFDO
year funding cycle can be retained for
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ LQ WKH QH[W IHGHUDO ¿VFDO
year, which begins October 1, 2012.
Through EQIP, landowners interested in conservation practices are provided with both technical assistance and
¿QDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR LQVWDOO HOLJLEOH

practices.
For 2012, Minnesota producers are
eligible for two relatively new practices -- drainage water management
and seasonal high tunnels for crops.
Drainage water management facilitates
WKH PDQDJHPHQW DQG FRQWURO RI H[LVWing tile drainage systems by improving
the water quality leaving the system.
Seasonal high tunnels, sometimes referred to as “hoop houses,” are limited
as a pilot practice to determine if such
structures can provide environmental
EHQH¿WVZLWKLQFUHDVHGSURGXFWLRQ
EQIP is a voluntary conservation
program that helps farmers, agricultural landowners, and forest landowners
reduce pollution and improve natural
resources. EQIP provides technical and
¿QDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHWRKHOSSHRSOHSODQ
install, and implement structural, vegetative, and management conservation
practices on agricultural land and forest
land. Financial assistance is provided
through practice payments, which are
based on average costs to implement
conservation practices.
7R ¿QG RXW PRUH DERXW (4,3 LQ
0LQQHVRWDFRQWDFWWKH15&6¿HOGRI¿FHLQ-RUGDQ  RUYLVLW
the Minnesota NRCS website at www.
mn.nrcs.usda.gov.

Cold weather rule now in effect
Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule
is in effect from October 15 through
April 15 each year. The Cold Weather
Rule protects residential utility customers from having their heat shut off, if
they make and keep an affordable payment plan with their utility. The Cold
Weather Rule applies to homeowners
and renters who pay their own heat.
Contrary to popular belief, the Cold
Weather Rule is not a moratorium on
utility disconnections. In order to keep

their heat on (or to reconnect their heat),
customers must contact their electric
and/or natural gas company to make
and keep a payment plan.
For more information on the Cold
Weather Rule, please visit the Public
Utilities Commission website at www.
puc.state.mn.us/PUC/consumers/shutRIISURWHFWLRQLQGH[KWPO RU FRQWDFW
them at consumer.puc@state.mn.us or
E\SKRQHDW  

RADON TEST KITS

Testing for radon is easy! And now you can save money by purchasing
a test kit from Scott County.
Remember that radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer
in the United States. Testing for radon is important for your family’s
health and well being.
To receive your test kit, simply send this completed coupon and your
check or money order to:
Scott County Government Center
Environmental Health Department
200 Fourth Ave. West
Shakopee, MN 55379-1220
______ Short-term kits @ $10.00 per kit
______ Long-term kits @ $20.00 per kit
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE ____________
Name: _____________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________
City: _________________________ Zip Code: _____________
Radon test kit prices are subject to change without notice.

For more information on radon, call or e-mail us at:
Scott County: (952) 496-8652, gboe@co.scott.mn.us
MDH Radon Info: (651) 215-0909 or 1-800-798-9050

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us
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Extra caution required to deal with winter hazards
It’s heeeere… the winter of 20112012 has descended upon us. It’s time
to break out the shovels, snow blowers, ice scrapers, winter coats, hats, and
gloves. For their part, Scott County
+LJKZD\VWDIIKDVEHHQEXV\¿OOLQJWKH
salt shed, installing plows and sanders,
and getting ready for snow and ice control on our County highways.
Scott County will have 20 trucks
running on eight plow routes throughout the County this winter, with a normal start time of 3:00 a.m. (so the roads
can be open as soon as possible in time
for the morning commute). At times,
the snowfall will be too heavy for the
crews to get to bare pavement while the
snow is falling – but they will stay at it
until they get those pavements wet and
free of slippery spots. Scott County
will again be using treated salt this season. This product has proven to reduce

our total salt use by 30 percent and to
work relatively fast and at colder temperatures than straight road salt.
Of course, you can help by following these tips:

you slide off the road or get stuck.

Carbon monoxide poisoning
is deadly. Do not run your car to stay
warm if you do get stuck.

Make sure the children do
not build snow forts next to the road.

Remember to allow extra It’s not just an issue of visibility -- a
time to get to and from work on days snowplow could collapse a snow fort,
that it is snowing. If you try to hurry, with serious consequences for the poyour chances of a crash are greater.
tential occupants.

Don’t ever drive into a snow

Don’t
cloud! The back of a plow truck is a
allow
chillot harder and heavier than you’d think
dren to use the
±DQG\RXGRQRWZDQWWRH[SHULHQFHLW
road
slopes
directly. Highway crews plow as fast
for sliding. As
DVWKH\VDIHO\FDQEXW\RX VKRXOG H[you’ll
probpect speeds of 15 to 25 miles per hour
ably remember
at best.
from your own

Pack extra warm clothes in youthful days, it’s hard – if not downthe car, some blankets, and a few candy right impossible -- to stop the sled if a
bars for good measure. And remember: car comes along.
It is always best to stay in your car if 
Direct children to stand on

D ÀDW VXUIDFH ZKLOH ZDLWLQJ IRU WKH
school bus. It’s scary, but true: Little
ones can easily slide under a bus.

If your vehicle has all-wheel
or four-wheel drive, remember they do
not stop or turn any better on snow and
ice than a two-wheel drive vehicle.

Do not plow your driveway
snow onto the roadway. Plowing your
snow on or across the public roads is a
violation of state statute and can create
a serious safety problem for motorists.

Check out your mailbox support. If the post is rotted, get it reSODFHG  0DLOER[ VXSSRUWV E\ &RXQW\
2UGLQDQFHPXVWEHQRODUJHUWKDQD[
SRVW VTXDUHLQFKHV 6FRWW&RXQW\
sells a safety tested and MnDOT-approved swing away safety steel post.
Contact Physical Development at (952)
WRSXUFKDVHRQH

Prepare for winter driving by
keeping car in top condition
Keeping our vehicles ready for winter can help us
and our families stay safe while traveling to work or
school, shopping, or on long trips for the holidays.
According to AAA-Minnesota, the following checklist can help Minnesota drivers prepare their cars for
the winter months ahead:
 Tune-up! It is recommended that vehicles
receive a tune-up or have tune-up related components
checked (i.e., a diagnostic check-up) at least once a
year. While many later model vehicles can go longer
periods between tune-ups, the need for regular maintenance and tune-up related diagnostics (as scheduled
by vehicle manufacturers) is critical to a vehicle’s longevity. Also, just one bad spark plug in a four-cylinder
engine reduces power by 25 percent -- thus increasing
IXHOFRQVXPSWLRQE\DWOHDVWSHUFHQW0LV¿ULQJRU
fouled plugs can waste hundreds of dollars in fuel.
 Cooling system:([SHUWVIHHOWKDWIDOOLVWKH
EHVWWLPHRI\HDUWRHPSW\DQGÀXVKWKHFRROLQJV\Vtem. After this is done, replenish it with the proper
PL[WXUHRIFRRODQW DQWLIUHH]H DQGZDWHULQRUGHUWR
SURYLGHPD[LPXPSURWHFWLRQWR\RXUHQJLQH
 Belts and hoses: To see if belts need replacing, check the underside for cracks. Radiator hoses
need replacing when they become hard, brittle, or develop soft spots that can cause the hose to bulge under
pressure.
 Lubrication system: Change oil every 3,000
to 5,000 miles, or as recommended by the manufacturer. A multi-viscosity oil is best for most driving
conditions. Your owner’s manual will specify the type
to use for cold weather driving.
 $XWRPDWLFWUDQVPLVVLRQÀXLG Check transPLVVLRQ ÀXLG IUHTXHQWO\ LQ WKH ZLQWHU HVSHFLDOO\ LI
\RX KDYH DQ DXWRPDWLF WUDQVPLVVLRQ ,I WKH ÀXLG RQ
the dipstick is brown instead of a light pink or red, it
PD\LQGLFDWHWKHQHHGIRUDWUDQVPLVVLRQÀXLGVHUYLFH
 Tires: Make sure your tires are properly

LQÀDWHG &KHFN IRU
wear and adequate
tread depth, since
you rely on your tires
to provide critical
traction in slippery
conditions.
 B r a k e s :
Fall brake inspection
is necessary to assure proper pad thickness on shoes
and disc-brake pads. Also, it’s important to check
EUDNHÀXLGOHYHODWPRQWKO\LQWHUYDOV
 Windshield wipers and washers: Inspect
and replace cracked or brittle wiper blades. If needed, add non-freezing washer solution to the spray
reservoir to prepare for road spray and slush-covered
windshields.
Once your car tuned up and ready to travel, keep
these helpful hints in mind as you plan that family trip
to grandma’s house:
 Watch weather reports prior to any longdistance drive or before driving in isolated areas.
Consider delaying your trip when bad weather is
H[SHFWHG
 Keep at least half a tank of gasoline in your
vehicle at all times.
 Pack a cellular telephone with the telephone
number of your motor club, plus blankets, gloves,
boots, hats, food, water, and any needed medication
in your vehicle.

Tips to keep your
driveway clear

This winter, as usual, both County plows and local
homeowners will be out trying to clear away snow as
quickly as possible after the storm ends… and some
homeowners will be displeased because Scott County
Highway has plowed their already-cleared driveways
full of snow again.
It would be wonderful if every driveway could be
left meticulously clear, but doing this would mean the
&RXQW\FRXOGQHYHU¿QLVKSORZLQJWKHSXEOLFURDGVLQ
a reasonable time.
The sketch above shows how you can clear your
More information and helpful tips about safe
driving in wintry conditions can be found on AAA’s driveway to reduce the possibility that after the plow
website at www.AAA.com. Another good website is passes you will be snow-bound again. If you shovel
available through “Car Talk” (authored by Click and VQRZLQWKHGLUHFWLRQRIWUDI¿FDQGDOVRPDNHDSRFNHW
&ODFNWKH7DSSHWEURWKHUV ³7KH2I¿FLDO&OLFNDQG QH[WWR\RXUGULYHZD\DVVKRZQVQRZDFFXPXODWLRQV
Clack Winter Driving Rules” can be found at www. on the plow will dump into that pocket and much less
will go into the driveway opening.
cartalk.com/content/features/WinterDriving/.

Sidewalk salt takes away ice, but too much can be bad
Ever wonder where sidewalk salt
goes after it melts the ice and snow
on our driveways and sidewalks? This
VDOW\ ZDWHU ÀRZV LQWR RXU SRQGV ZHWlands, rivers, and lakes through the
storm drains. And high concentrations
of sidewalk salt (sodium chloride) in
our water can negatively affect wildlife
habitat and water quality, including the
water we drink. This winter, we can
protect our water resources by trying
these snow season tips:

Use shovels, snow blowers,
ice scrapers, and plows to remove
snow and ice.

Use de-icers (like sidewalk
VDOW VSDULQJO\DQGFOHDQXSDQ\H[WUD
If you still see crystals on the pavement, then you’ve over-applied the
salt.


Treat the pavement before a
snowfall with a liquid salt brine (23
SHUFHQWVDOWPL[HGZLWKZDWHU 7KLV
reduces the bond between the pavement and the snow, and makes it easier
to remove the snow. You’ll also use
less salt when using a brine.
,I\RXQRWLFHH[FHVVVDOWRQDSDUNing lot or sidewalk near you, talk to
the property manager about improved
methods.
Our lakes and rivers may freeze over
this winter, but we still need to remem
Sidewalk salt works only when ber that what we put on our driveways
WKHWHPSHUDWXUHVDUHÛ)DKUHQKHLWDQG and sidewalks will eventually end up
in the nearest lake or river during midhigher.
season thaws or the spring melt. Clean

One mugful of sidewalk salt
driveways and sidewalks mean clean
can adequately cover 250 square feet
water!
of driveway or sidewalk. Use a hand
held spreader rather than a scoop.

Dan Miller is Coordinator for the
Scott Clean Water Education Program,
a partnership of ten local units of government in Scott County. For questions,
contact Dan at (952)492-5424 or dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.
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Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

You can help prevent burglaries
$UHFHQWVWULQJRIEDQNUREEHULHVFRQFHUQVRXURI¿FHDQGWKH\VKRXOGFRQFHUQ
you, too -- especially if you’re a business owner. As a business owner, you know
you work hard for the things you earn and the last thing you want to occur is for
someone who played no part in earning anything decides to make your business
a target.
Is your business safe from burglary? One way you can help make it harder for a
burglar is to take a risk management approach to burglary prevention.
Risk management will help you identify areas of criminal vulnerability, and
DVVLVW \RX LQ DQDO\]LQJ WKH UHVXOWLQJ SRWHQWLDO SUR¿W ORVV DQG LPSOHPHQWLQJ
appropriate security measures at a reasonable cost to your business. An effective
business burglary prevention program requires your active interest and concern.
Remember the following:
x &RQVLGHUNH\FRQWURO$UHRI¿FHNH\VPDVWHUNH\VVDIHNH\VDQGYHKLFOH
keys lying about? Do you know to whom your keys have been issued or
entrusted? If management can’t answer these questions, your security risk
IDFWRULVYHU\KLJK.HHSDUHFRUGRIDOONH\VLVVXHG0DVWHUNH\VDQGH[WUD
duplicates should be locked away for safekeeping. When a particular key
is needed, everyone must sign for its use. Have all keys stamped with the
words “do not duplicate.’’
x Familiarize your employees with your security systems and procedures.
(I¿FLHQWDOHUWZHOOLQIRUPHGDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJHPSOR\HHVDUHQHFHVVDU\
to help you protect your business.
x The address and name of your business should be visible from the street.
8VHODUJHUHÀHFWLYHQXPEHUV
x The entire perimeter of your property should be well fenced. Depending
on location, barbed-wire topping is recommended. When not in use, gates
should be secured with good padlocks and chains. Electronic gates, alarms,
closed circuit television, two-way communications and electric-eye gate
RSHQHUVDVVLVWLQWKHGHWHFWLRQDQGLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRILQWUXGHUV*DWHVVKRXOG
have a predetermined opening and locking schedule with one employee
responsible for that duty.
x Post warning signs encouraging customers and employees to always lock
their unattended vehicles and to lock valuables in the trunk -- valuables
left in plain sight attract thieves.
x 'HQ\EXUJODUVDFFHVVWR\RXUURRIE\VHFXULQJODGGHUVSDOOHWVER[HVDQG
crates away from your building.
x Property belonging to your business that must be stored outside of your
main building should be protected from vandalism and theft by placing
it in a locked storage shed or fenced-in area. Alarms, trained guard dogs,
and regular security patrols can also help to secure property that must be
stored outside.
x Deny burglars a place to hide by keeping grass and shrubs trimmed and
debris cleared away from your property.
Some additional things a business owner should look into to prevent being
a burglary victim would be to install properly placed lighting; install doors
FRQVWUXFWHGRIVWHHORUDOXPLQXPDOOR\ ZLWKDPLQLPXPRIJXDJHVWHHORQWKH
side and rear of the doors); secure all windows, especially those located on the
¿UVWÀRRUREWDLQDVDIHWRVHFXUH\RXUYDOXDEOHVDQGDQFKRULW¿UPO\WRWKHÀRRU
install an alarm; and train your employees on what to do in the event of a burglary.
None of these things could be 100 percent effective in preventing burglaries, but
together they should reduce the chances of your business becoming an easy target
for those who mean to cause harm.
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CAP Agency honors
outstanding contributors
You would never guess by Sue Meuleners calm, quiet demeanor that she
has suffered hardship in her life. Her
smile alone seems to indicate all the
things for which she is thankful. However, Sue’s life has not always been
easy; her family is among the millions
of Americans who have struggled to put
food on the table. During their time of
need, Sue and her family reached out to
the Scott Carver Dakota CAP Agency’s
food shelf in order to receive assisWDQFH:KDWKDSSHQHGQH[WKRZHYHULV
RQH RI WKH GH¿QLQJ PRPHQWV LQ 6XH¶V
story: She decided that she wanted to
assist others in their time of need and
volunteered to work at the food shelf.
Now 20 years later, Sue is still actively volunteering for the Scott Carver
Dakota CAP Agency’s food shelf and is
a powerful role model to everyone who
steps foot through the Agency’s doors.
“She is truly an inspiration,” said
Linda Shelton, Vice President of Community Services. “She provides a gentle, positive presence to our food shelf
clients and her depth of understanding
is what really makes her a wonderful
volunteer.”
It is her support and advocacy for
the Scott Carver Dakota CAP Agency
and its clients that made Sue this year’s
¿UVW DQQXDO Living the Mission award
recipient, which was presented to her at
the Agency’s 2011 annual meeting.
Each year, Community Action
Agencies (CAAs) across the nation
host annual meetings to celebrate the
impact their work makes on the lives
of the individuals, families, and seniors
they serve.
This year, the Scott Carver Dakota
CAP Agency honored seven individuals at its annual meeting, including Sue
0HXOHQHUVIRUWKHLUH[FHOOHQWZRUNDQG
contributions to the agency.
Gerry and Steve Shimek are two
of these individuals who were honored
for their 10-plus years of service to the
Scott Carver Dakota CAP Agency’s
food shelf, picking up donations from
local grocery stores. They each received
the Philanthropic Individual Award.
Rory Boucha accepted the Community
Partner Award on behalf of Seagate, a
worldwide software company with an
RI¿FH LQ 6KDNRSHH 5RU\ KDV XWLOL]HG
his resources as a Seagate employee

Sue Mueleners accepted her award
from Carolina Bradpiece.

to rally support for the Scott Carver
Dakota CAP Agency’s Backpack Distribution and Hope for the Holidays
programs. He has coordinated the donation efforts on Seagate’s behalf for several years. Jenny Verner, former board
member and Cargill employee, accepted the Philanthropic Corporate Award
RQEHKDOIRI&DUJLOOIRUWKHLUVLJQL¿FDQW
donation to fund the continued success
of the Words Work program. This program ensures that access to education
is provided throughout the Scott Carver
Dakota CAP Agency’s 18 Head Start
classrooms through books and other
educational materials.
Mary Zimmermann was honored
ZLWK WKH ([FHOOHQFH LQ 6HUYLFH$ZDUG
IRU KHU ¿YH \HDUV RI RXWVWDQGLQJ VHUvice with the Scott Carver Dakota CAP
Agency’s Lakeville senior dining site.
6KHKDVHQKDQFHGWKHFOLHQWH[SHULHQFH
for many seniors who regularly visit this
senior dining location because of the relationships she has built with many of
them. Carol Groff was honored with
the Leading the Mission award for beLQJDQH[HPSODU\HPSOR\HHRIWKH6FRWW
Carver Dakota CAP Agency. Carol has
enhanced the quality of life for many
residents of the agency’s housing properties through her work as Housing
Coordinator.
The Scott Carver Dakota Community Action Partnership (CAP) Agency
would like to thank all those who contributed to making this year a successful one. In the coming year, the Agency
will be working to develop elements
of its 2011 – 2015 strategic plan. The
agency website can be viewed by visiting www.capagency.org.

Test yourself on electrical, natural gas safety
Xcel Energy provides this energy
safety quiz to help you stay safe around
electricity and natural gas. Take this
quiz, and then check your answers,
below.
1. Before you dig around your home or
business what number should you call?
a. 4-1-1; b. 8-1-1; c. 9-1-1
2. It’s okay to trim trees near a power
line, as long as the tree limbs you are
trimming are more than 10 feet away
from those lines.
a. True; b. False
3. If a power line
falls on your car,
but your car is
QRW RQ ¿UH RU \RX
are not facing a
life-threatening
situation,
you
should…
a. Get out as fast

as you can and move away from the
car
b. Slowly drive away
c. Stay in the car until help arrives
4. You have to be touching the ground
directly to conduct electricity.
a. True; b. False
5. You only have to call Xcel Energy
if you are planning to dig close to the
street.
a. True; b. False

FDQGOHÀDVKOLJKWRUWHOHSKRQH
Answers: 1) b. Call 8-1-1 for Gopher State One Call. 2) True, 3) c, as
ORQJDV\RXUFDULVQRWRQ¿UHWKHPHWDO
shell of your vehicle will protect you,
so stay put until help arrives. 4) False.
Electricity can harm you, whether you
are grounded or not. 5) False. Power
lines and other utilities can run along
utility easements anywhere within your
SURSHUW\ E EEHFDXVHRIDQDGditive that is used to create that smell
for safety reasons…otherwise it would
have no odor. 8) b -- using your phone
can create a spark that could detonate
the gas, so leave immediately and call
once you are safely away from your
home.

$PDWHULDOWKDWHOHFWULFLW\FDQÀRZ
through easily is called…
a. An insulator; b. A conductor;
8. What is the safest thing to do if you
c. A baton; d. A wire
smell gas in your house?
a. Telephone for help before you
7. Natural gas smells like…
leave the house;
a. Gasoline
You can learn more about electrical
b. Leave immediately without using
b. Rotten eggs
and
natural gas safety by visiting www.
D OLJKW VZLWFK FDQGOH ÀDVKOLJKW RU
c. Just-baked chocolate chip cookies telephone
[FHOHQHUJ\FRPRUZZZFHQWHUSRLQWHQd. Nothing
c. Unplug appliances and then leave ergy.com.
the house without using a light switch,
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Tiny bites equal big
calories, weight gain
Beyond willpower: healthy decision making
By Gloria Wolf, Nutrition Education Assistant
With this year coming to an end, many of us may be thinking about making
New Year’s resolutions that we can actually keep; however, we should be aware
that failing at keeping our resolutions is not necessarily due to a lack of willpower.
Good intentions, determination, and willpower are skills people think they
need when trying to make changes towards a healthier lifestyle. However, what
LQÀXHQFHVRQH¶VDFWLRQVLVPXFKPRUHFRPSOH[5HVSRQVHVDQGKDELWVWKDWKDYH
developed over a lifetime can easily sidetrack the best of intentions and have very
little to do with willpower.
The average person makes hundreds of decisions daily. Actually, over 200 of
those decisions are about food. Faced with a familiar situation or environment, you
KDYHOHDUQHGWRPDNHDXWRPDWLFGHFLVLRQV)RUH[DPSOHZKHQ\RXZDNHXSLQWKH
morning, you follow a series of habits – take a shower, brush your teeth, et cetera.
These kinds of habits form associations in your memory between the environment (your bathroom) and your actions (your habits). Similar environments will
activate your usual responses. When faced with a new situation or environment,
you have to really think about what you will do – in other words, you are making
conscious decisions instead of staying on “autopilot.”
Since habits are well-practiced responses that are cued automatically by the
environment, changing the environment will force you to think more consciously
about the decision you are going to make. If you have the habit of eating fast food
in the car, just driving past a fast food restaurant can trigger your response. You
PD\¿QG\RXUVHOISXOOLQJXSWRWKHZLQGRZWRRUGHUEHIRUH\RXKDYHJLYHQLWDVHFond thought. However, if you change your route so that you don’t pass fast food,
your usual response won’t be triggered.
Here are some more ideas on how to control your environment to remove the
cues that trigger less than healthy habits:
 Keep tempting treats out of sight – or better yet, out of the house.
 Use smaller bowls, plates, and glasses.
 Serve on a plate rather than eating directly from the package.
 'LQHQH[WWRWKHVORZHVWHDWHUDWWKHWDEOH
 Eat foods you love, but take much smaller portions.
 Fill half your plate with vegetables.
 $WDUHVWDXUDQWFKRRVHRQO\WZRRIWKHIROORZLQJDSSHWL]HUHQWUpHGULQN
dessert.
Over time, you can turn your unhealthy habits into healthy ones. These new
habits will kick in, even when you are distracted or stressed.
“If Then” Plans
+DYLQJDQLQWHQWLRQIRUDJRDOVXFKDV³,ZDQWWRH[HUFLVHPRUH´LVQ¶WHQRXJK
to guide the behavior that you desire. You also need to have some ideas on how to
implement your goal.
If you develop a strategy you intend to implement before you encounter a trigger, you are more likely to be successful. These are called “if then” plans.
)RUH[DPSOH
 If I go to a restaurant, then I will order a salad.
 If I drive in the car, then I will only take water.
 If I go to a party, then I will only choose foods that are not fried.

How to recycle your
fresh-cut Christmas tree
Once the upcoming holiday season
is over and you’re putting your decorations away for the year, your freshcut Christmas tree can still continue
to serve a useful purpose. Old Christmas trees can be processed and turned
LQWRZRRGFKLSVRUHYHQPL[HGZLWK
active compost, and then used in your
ODQGVFDSLQJ SURMHFWV QH[W VXPPHU
Most garbage haulers offer a special
curbside collection service, usually
for one to four weeks after Christmas. In order to participate, you must
keep your tree separate from your
regular household garbage. You will
also need to remove plastic tree bags,
metal tree stands, tree ornaments and
lights, and tinsel from the tree. (Trees
with wooden tree stands can be recycled as-is.) You should check with
your contracted waste hauler for speFL¿FGHWDLOVDVLQGLYLGXDOZDVWHKDXOers may vary in their pick-up requirements. Be sure to ask if your hauler
charges an additional fee for this
service.
But even if your hauler does not

offer curbside recycling for your old
Christmas tree, you do have other options. The Mulch Store is planning
to accept Christmas trees again this
year, for a charge of just $1.50 per
tree. The Mulch Store is located four
miles southwest of Shakopee, along
WKHZHVWVLGHRI+LJKZD\QHDUWKH
intersection with County Road 14 (between Jordan and Shakopee). They
will be open to accept trees from Jan. 2
to Jan. 14, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Monday - Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to
12 noon on Saturday. For more information, you can call The Mulch Store
DW  RUYLVLWWKHPRQOLQH
at www.mulchstoremn.com.

“I never eat between meals.” “I rarely have dessert.” “Almost everything I
eat is low-fat.”
Do you ever hear (or perhaps say?)
these comments, which are often followed by: “So why am I still gaining
weight?” To answer that question, we
often have to zoom in closer and check
those tiny bites of food we might overlook throughout our day. For instance:
Bite 1:
There’s one-fourth cup of orange
juice left in the carton. You might as
ZHOO¿QLVKLWULJKW"
&DORULHV
Bite 2:
Two tablespoons of granola are left
LQ WKH ER[ ,W¶V KDUGO\ ZRUWK UHWXUQLQJ
to the cupboard, so you add it to your
serving of cereal.
&DORULHV
Bite 3:
You add two
teaspoons powdered
cream
substitute in the
coffee at work.
Someone made
really
strong
coffee today, so
adding creamer
is the only way
you can stand the taste.
Calories: 20
Bite 4:
You take just a small sample of the
cake in the break room. Well, maybe a
second sliver would be okay…
Calories: 73
Bite 5:
Oops! You forgot to ask them to
leave the mayo off the hamburger at
lunch.
Calories: 100
Bite 6:
You also forgot to have them leave
off the onion! Add two mints, just in
case.
Calories: 20
Bite 7:
You take a chocolate kiss from your
coworker’s candy jar. You have to crank

out a big report this afternoon, so this is
for medicinal purposes… right?
Calories: 25
Bite 8:
A second chocolate kiss from your
FRZRUNHU¶VFDQG\MDU<RX¿QLVKHGWKH
report -- what better way to celebrate?
And besides, it’s just a tiny piece of
candy.
Calories: 25
Bite 9:
There you are
with a handful of
VQDFN PL[ 7KH
gang has gotten together for a
quick drink after
work to celebrate
completing the report. You just order
mineral water; but surely just a handful
RIPL[FDQ¶WKDYHPDQ\FDORULHV
Calories: 105
Bite 10:
Chomp on a piece of cheese with a
cracker at the grocery store. After all,
it’s a small sample.
Calories: 55
Bite 11:
Two tablespoons macaroni and
cheese. You’re trying out a new recipe,
so you need to taste as you cook to get
the seasonings just right.
Calories: 54
Bite 12:
One-fourth cup macaroni and
cheese. Your new recipe tasted great,
but there’s a small amount left over. It
hardly seems worth the effort to refrigerate only a fourth cup. You don’t want
to toss it, so you eat it.
Calories: 108
The Grand Total “Tiny” Calories For
The Day: 675
,I WKHVH H[WUD FDORULHV DUH HDWHQ
daily, it might be possible to gain as
much as a pound a week! On average,
an additional 3,500 calories above your
body’s needs can lead to a weight gain
of a pound. So if you’ve been adding a
few mystery pounds, consider counting
the calories in those tiny bites.

“Energy drinks” may
have unwanted additives
Energy drinks are nonalcoholic beverages with the addition of so-called
“energy enhancing” ingredients. These
additions might include vitamins, amino acids, caffeine, guarana, carnitine,
ginseng, and inositol.
The positive effects promised by
some manufacturers include improved
muscle tone, increased endurance, and
higher mental capacity. The drinks are
popular with athletes and young adults,
who often drink them before workRXWVDWGDQFHFOXEV RIWHQPL[HGZLWK
alcohol), as an afternoon pick-me-up,
or for all-night study marathons. However, there are concerns regarding the
use of energy drinks that should be
considered:
 Energy drinks are not regulated
by the Food and Drug Administration,
VR PDQXIDFWXUHUV FDQ PL[ D YDULHW\ RI
ingredients into the product without
anyone checking out whether it’s safe.
 The main ingredients found in
energy drinks are caffeine and sugar,
and a high intake of caffeine can boost
heart rate and blood pressure. The high
caffeine levels found in these drinks are

not suitable for children or anyone sensitive to caffeine (in fact, the caffeine
content is equal to a cup of regular
brewed coffee). Further, sugar contributes about 25 to 30 grams (seven
teaspoons of sugar) in an eight-ounce
serving (100 to 130 calories).
 <RX QHHG VL[ WR HLJKW JODVVHV
RIÀXLGHDFKGD\EDVHGWKHFOLPDWHDQG
your activity level. Water is the best
choice: it has no calories or sugar and
is naturally low in sodium. About 80
percent of people’s total water intake
comes from drinking water and beverages -- including caffeinated beverages
-- and the other 20 percent is derived
from food.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make
the Scott County Association for Leadership and
(I¿FLHQF\ DND 6&$/(  D OLWWOH PRUH UHOHYDQW
to you and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE
“news you can use” – updates on road projects, local
events, community developments and programs,
and other things you might want to know – such as
KRZ\RXUWD[GROODUVDUHEHLQJSXWWRXVH$IWHUDOO
SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge
new and innovative ways in which government entities
can collaborate to provide outstanding service while
making the most of limited resources.” So watch this
page for current and future information from us and
our many SCALE partners!

From Savage:
Highway 13/Quentin Avenue project
calls for assortment of upgrades
The second phase of an overall plan to improve
WUDI¿FÀRZDQGVDIHW\RQ+LJKZD\WKURXJK6DYDJH
LV XQGHUZD\ ZLWK FRPSOHWLRQ VFKHGXOHG IRU QH[W
summer. The Highway 13/Quentin Avenue project is
multi-faceted, consisting of the following upgrades on
both sides of Highway 13:

Moving the Highway 13/Quentin Avenue
intersection 125 feet west.

Realigning Quentin Avenue between
125th Street and Highway 13, running
across the site formerly occupied by the
6DYDJH¿UHVWDWLRQ

Constructing a frontage road on the north
side of Highway 13, from Lynn Avenue
west to the entrance to Silgan Containers.

Realigning 123rd Street between
Princeton and Quentin avenues.

Installing a new crossing for the Credit
River at the realigned intersection with
123rd Street.

Lengthening left turn lanes in both
directions on Highway 13.

Construction of a truck acceleration
lane from Quentin Avenue to westbound
Highway 13.

5HSODFLQJ WKH WUDI¿F VLJQDO DW /\QQ
Avenue.

Closure of all other accesses to local
streets from Highway 13.

German company to build facility
near government campus
   &RQVWUXFWLRQ RI DQ RI¿FH ZDUHKRXVH SODQQHG IRU
WKHDUHDZHVWRIWKHQHZ¿UHVWDWLRQLVH[SHFWHGWRJHW
underway soon. Beckhoff Automation has received
City Council approval to build a 47,500 square foot
facility on the northwest corner of McColl Drive and
Dakota Avenue. The building will include a two-story
RI¿FHEXLOGLQJDQGDRQHVWRU\ZDUHKRXVH
   /RFDWHG QHDU WKH 6DYDJH )HQ :HWODQG &RPSOH[
the project has been designed to prevent the site’s
storm water from running into the Fen. Landscaping
-- including a rain garden and a storm water retention
pond -- are among the mitigation features included in
the design.
Beckhoff Automation is an industrial PC and
automation manufacturer headquartered in Germany.
7KH QHZ 6DYDJH ORFDWLRQ LV H[SHFWHG WR HPSOR\
between 15 and 20 people. Site preparation work is
H[SHFWHG WR EHJLQ EHIRUH WKH HQG RI WKH \HDU ZLWK
building completion slated for 2012.

News from Shakopee
County Road 101/1st Avenue East
in Shakopee now open

Road detours and construction barrels dominated
much of Hwy 101/1st Avenue E. in downtown Shakopee
this summer. After almost two years of planning,
reconstruction work was performed from Fuller Street
to Marschall Road during one construction season.
In October, the roadway, underground infrastructure,
lighting, and sidewalks were completed and fully
opened to drivers and pedestrians.
The Highway 101 reconstruction project was
managed by Scott County; however, through a
cooperative agreement, the City of Shakopee paid a
SRUWLRQRIWKHFRVWVDQGMRLQWO\DSSURYHGWKH¿QDOSODQV
3ODQQLQJIRUWKHSURMHFWKDGWREDODQFHPDQ\QHHGV²
the replacement of aging roadway and underground
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH PRUH WUDI¿F YROXPH WKDQ WKH URDGZD\
was originally designed to handle, and the need to
provide continued access to established businesses. In
the end, the project included:

$ ¿YHODQH URDGZD\ ZLWK WZR ODQHV
heading each direction and a shared
middle turn lane with no center median.

5HSODFHPHQW RI H[LVWLQJ VWUHHW OLJKWLQJ
from Fillmore Street to the Mill Pond
%ULGJH DGMDFHQW WR 'DQJHU¿HOG¶V
   7KH  PLOOLRQ SURMHFW LV SDUWLDOO\ IXQGHG ZLWK
5HVWDXUDQW  ZLWK HQHUJ\HI¿FLHQW /('
a federal grant in the amount of $3.9 million. The
¿[WXUHV
UHPDLQLQJEDODQFHLVEHLQJ¿QDQFHGZLWKFRQVWUXFWLRQ

Decorative sidewalks and boulevards the
bonds sold by the City, aid from the state of Minnesota,
entire length on both sides of the highway.
and proceeds from the City’s storm water budget.

Aesthetic pre-cast concrete bollards
(protective posts) in areas where parking
lots and driveways are adjacent to
New guide encourages trail use
sidewalks.
Planning a walking or biking route in Savage has just

Replacement of sanitary sewer and water
gotten easier, thanks to a new trail guide that provides
utility lines along Highway 101, including
options at or near parks throughout the City! The 24service lines, and replacement of the storm
page Savage Trail Guide suggests routes that range
sewer along 101 (including a major trunk
from less than a quarter of a mile to nearly two miles.
line along Market Street to the Minnesota
Funded by a grant from the Carver-Scott Statewide
River).
Health Improvement Program (SHIP), the free guide is
Now that the work is done, visitors and residents
intended to help residents incorporate physical activity
into their daily alike can enjoy the smoother ride and more pleasing
lives.
streetscape as they travel through downtown Shakopee
“The trail for a holiday event, dinner, or shopping.
guide
offers
a variety of
routes, so residents can plan Maintaining Township Infrastructure
Serving as the road authority for more than 59,000
walks and rides
that
match miles of road is one of the major tasks of the town
their schedules boards of Minnesota. Providing, maintaining, and
DQG ¿WQHVV OHYHOV´ VDLG 5HFUHDWLRQ 6XSHUYLVRU &KULV managing roads is a major undertaking that consumes
Dill. The free, pocket-sized booklet was designed so much of a board’s time and resources. Road problems
that it would be easy for residents to keep in their and suggestions often are what we hear about from
vehicle, stow in their bike’s storage pouch, or carry in our residents. Following are some of the duties and
activities that your board members assume to manage
a backpack.
7KH6DYDJH7UDLO*XLGHLVDYDLODEOHDW&LW\+DOO  and maintain one of the township’s largest and most
0F&ROO'ULYH DQGWKH3DUNVDQG5HFUHDWLRQ2I¿FHDW important assets.
the Public Works Building (13770 Dakota Ave).

From the Townships:

Road inventory
Most townships have a road inventory. This working
document ranks each road’s condition, maintenance
history, and the proposed schedule for future road
repair. Many townships update this inventory annually
when roads are inspected in the spring.
Emergency repairs
7KHVHDUHGLI¿FXOWWREXGJHWIRUDQGJHQHUDOO\FDOOIRU
LPPHGLDWH UHVSRQVH ([DPSOHV RI HPHUJHQF\ UHSDLUV
LQFOXGHDZDVKRXWGXHWRH[FHVVLYHUDLQRUÀRRGLQJD
pothole that becomes a sink hole, trees falling across a
road due to wind or heavy snow and ice accumulation,
DGUDLQDJHFXOYHUWWKDWH[SDQGVGXHWRIURVWVWDQGLQJ
water over a roadway due to clogged, or frozen culverts
during a spring melt.
Mowing
Mowing roadsides keep sightlines clear of
obstructions, prevents the growth of brush and trees,
controls weed growth, and helps to prevent the drifting
of snow. Many towns cut their roadsides twice a year.
Weed control
Town boards are required to cut down or destroy all
QR[LRXVZHHGVLQWKHWRZQURDGULJKWRIZD\DVRIWHQ
as necessary to prevent the ripening or scattering of
seed from propagating weeds.
Brush and tree trimming
The authority of towns to cut brush or trim trees
located in, or hanging over, a town road right-of-way
arises out of their authority to keep the roads open and
safe for the traveling public.
Gravel road maintenance
Regular grading of gravel roads during the spring,
summer, and fall months ensures a proper crown to the
road. Occasionally, gravel roads will be crowned in
the winter months depending on weather conditions.
Most townships have a systematic schedule of adding
gravel to established gravel roads every few years.
Dust coating is another service that townships provide
to gravel roads in the early summer.
Snow and ice removal
Most townships have a written snow and ice removal
policy that includes
when
snowplowing
begins, when it might be
delayed or suspended,
how snow will be
plowed, and details
on sanding and salting
activities.
Pothole repair and bituminous patching
Potholes occur when water enters the road surface
through a crack or other defect in the pavement which
damages the roadway base materials. The weight of
YHKLFOHWUDI¿FWUDYHOOLQJRYHUWKHDUHDZLOOIDWLJXHWKH
pavement and ultimately cause a depression or hole in
the road. Often, just a small portion of an asphalt road
needs repair. Bituminous patching can be a serviceable
solution to these conditions.
&UDFN¿OOLQJ
Roadway cracking occurs as asphalt ages. Crack
¿OOLQJ LV D ORZ
cost,
preventative
maintenance
technique used to
reduce the amount
RI ZDWHU LQ¿OWUDWLQJ
roadway cracks and
damaging roadway
base materials. The
process consists of
the cleaning of cracks
DQG ¿OOLQJ WKHP ZLWK
a hot asphalt liquid
FRPSRXQG&UDFN¿OOLQJLVDSURYHQPHWKRGRIVORZLQJ
the rate of pavement deterioration.
Sealcoating
   6HDOFRDWLQJ H[WHQGV WKH OLIH RI VWUXFWXUDOO\ VRXQG
road pavement. A thin layer of bituminous binder
agent is applied to road surfaces followed immediately
by the application of a layer of stone chippings and the
rolling of the surface.
SCALE SCENE continued on next page
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Library News and Updates

Libraries to bring Civil War history to Scott County
Are you interested in the Civil
War? If so, you’re in luck -- the Scott
County Library System will be bringing the Civil War to Scott County from
January through April*. There will be
a variety of programming at each of
the libraries, including historical reenactment, author visits, a dance, music,
and more. So watch the “Calendar of
Events” on the Scott County Library
website (www.scott.lib.mn.us) for programs, locations, dates, and times.

New Pearl Button Players

One of the programs will be an
Historic Civil War social dance with
the New Pearl Button Players (as part
of the “First Thursdays Danceteria”
series) at Prior Lake Library on Thurs-

day, April 5, 7 to 9 p.m. Step back in
time to the Civil War era with the New
Pearl Button Players performing period
music in costume. Dance historian and
teacher George Ehrenberg will act
as caller and lead us in historic dance
pieces. Local Civil War re-enactors
in full regalia will provide the historic
ÀDLU&HOHEUDWHWKHHQGRIWKH'DQFHWHULDVHDVRQZLWKWKLVXQLTXHDQGH[FLWLQJ
program! (Don’t worry, you’ll still be
able to enjoy the music and the dancing if you choose to come without a
costume.)
The First
Minnesota
Portraits
by Jay Wittenberg is an
H[KLELWLRQ RI
 IDFVLPLOHV
based on original portraits of
soldiers from Sergeant Charles
the First MinHausdorf
nesota Regiment. Jay Wittenberg, the
artist, has added symbols to the portrait
frames to represent facts that are known
about each soldier.
The Civil War programs are funded
with money from Minnesota’s Arts and

Cultural Heritage Fund.
Some of the newer items available at
the Scott County libraries:
The Civil War: An Illustrated History
[editor, Kelly Knauer]. New York : Time
Books, c2011.
The Civil War: From Fort Sumter
to Appomattox by Zachary Kent.
Berkeley Heights, NJ : Enslow, c2011.
The Civil War: A Visual History
[produced in association with the
Smithsonian Institution]. New York :
DK Publishing, c2011.
Voices of the Civil War: Stories From
WKH %DWWOH¿HOGV by Jason Nemeth.
Mankato, Minn.: Capstone Press, c2011.
B is For Battle Cry: A Civil War
Alphabet by Patricia Bauer; illustrated
by David Geister.
Chelsea, MI :
Sleeping Bear Press, 2009.
1861: The Civil War Awakening by
Adam Goodheart. New York : Alfred
A. Knopf, 2011.
The Civil War Sewing Circle: Quilts
and Sewing Accessories Inspired by
the Era by Kathleen Tracy. Woodinville,
WA : Martingale, c2011.
(Book on CD) A World on
Fire:Britain’s Crucial Role in the
American Civil War by Amanda

Foreman. Westminster, Md. : Books on
Tape, p2011.
(Book on CD) The Killer Angels
by Michael Shaara and Jeff Shaara.
Westminster, Md.: Books on Tape,
p2011.
(eBook) Confederates in the Attic
'LVSDWFKHVIURPWKH8Q¿QLVKHG&LYLO
War by Tony Horwitz
If you have questions about the
Civil War programs, other programming at your Scott County Libraries, or
anything else, please visit our libraries,
visit our website, or call us.
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH2I¿FH
 
%HOOH3ODLQH/LEUDU\  
Elko New Market Library,
 
Jordan Library, (952) 492-2500
New Prague Library,
(952) 758-2391
Prior Lake Library, (952) 447-3375
Savage Library, (952) 707-1770
Shakopee Library, (952) 233-9590
/DZ/LEUDU\  
Renewal Line, (952) 890-9184
www.scott.lib.mn.us

Tips help prevent allergies from spoiling your holidays
Those cold symptoms that have you suffering -runny nose, itchy or burning eyes, nasal congestion,
headaches, coughs, feeling tired, you know -- could be
a simple allergic reaction to the holiday. Well, more
accurately, allergic reactions to certain items within
your holiday house, from your Christmas tree to those
nice-smelling scented candles.

for a year and will need to be cleaned before they are
used.

allergies, it may not always be possible. Using an antihistamine before a party could help prevent or reduce
a reaction, but this is no guarantee.
Food allergies
Scented candles
The holiday season can be especially dangerous
Holiday candles can make the house smell like
for those individuals with food allergies. All of those Christmas, but there is growing evidence that they can
FRRNLHV DQG RWKHU WUHDWV DUH H[WUHPHO\ WHPSWLQJ EXW be harmful, especially to those who are sensitive to
they can also create a chance of accidental ingestion airborne allergens.
Deck the halls…
of allergens. Since it can
Indoor candles create harmful soot that can damEach year at Christmas, the question arises in take only a tiny amount
age your health and cause damage to electrical applihomes throughout the country: “Should we put up a of the offending food to
ances, form deposits of soot in your furnace ducts, et
UHDO WUHH RU DQ DUWL¿FLDO RQH"´ :KLFK RQH ZRXOG EH trigger a potentially dancetera. Some candles on the market may contain danbest for the allergy sufferer? Actually, both could cre- gerous reaction, those
gerous levels of lead and can be especially harmful to
ate problems, unless a few simple precautions are tak- people with food allerchildren. However, the National Candle Association
en before you decorate your tree.
JLHVVKRXOGH[HUFLVHFDXreports that lead is no longer used in candles that are
$UWL¿FLDOWUHHVDUHDSRWHQWLDOVRXUFHRIPROGDQG tion during the holidays.
manufactured within the United States.
dust that can appear during the previous year’s storOffending food allerSome individuals can suffer reactions to fragrances
age. The branches should be wiped with a damp cloth gens can easily be hidin the candles. Perhaps the best way to make your
or washed in hot soapy water before assembling. This den in holiday baked goods, eggnog, fruitcake, dips,
home smell like the
will solve the problem of accumulated mold and dust. quiches, salads, and salad dressings. If you know
KROLGD\VLVWR¿OOLWZLWK
Real Christmas trees themselves are rarely the ahead of time that someone in your family suffers
the scents of your holiculprit with allergies, but they can act as a source for from a particular food allergy (such as peanuts), make
day dinner and treats
mold or pollens that will attach to the branches and sure you do not use that particular food or oil in any of
cooking,
welcomneedles. Before bringing the live tree into the house, the items that you purchase or prepare.
ing your guests with
spray it down with water and be sure to let it dry.
Read the labels carefully when purchasing proda warm embrace of
Another source for allergens can be the ornaments ucts or ingredients for your holiday feast!
mouth-watering odors
themselves. They have also likely been stored away
Although avoidance is the best way to handle food
when they visit!

SCALE SCENE
Bituminous overlays
A pavement overlay is necessary when a roadway
surface has reached the end of its useful pavement life,
but the roadway is still structurally in good condition.
The overlay process includes laying and rolling new
KRWPL[ DVSKDOW RYHU WKH H[LVWLQJ URDGZD\$ W\SLFDO
cost for a township road overlay could range between
$130,000 to $185,000 per mile.
Bituminous reconstruct
A reconstruct is considered when the roadway is
QRW LQ JRRG VWUXFWXUDO FRQGLWLRQ$OO H[LVWLQJ DVSKDOW
pavement is removed through a full-depth milling
SURFHVVSXOYHUL]HGWRDVSHFL¿FJUDGDWLRQUHFODLPHG
DQGUHF\FOHGZLWKWKHH[LVWLQJDJJUHJDWHEDVH7KHQD
QHZIXOOGHSWKKRWPL[DVSKDOWSDYHPHQWLVLQVWDOOHG
It may also involve improvement of the aggregate
base. A typical cost for a township road reconstruct
could range between $450,000 to $850,000 per mile.
Your township board is your local road authority.
If you live in a township, contact any of your town
supervisors with questions or comments regarding
local roads. Contact information for most Scott County

From Page 12
Townships can be found at: http://www.co.scott.mn.us/
&RXQW\*RY$ERXW6FRWW3DJHV&LWLHV7RZQVDVS[

From the SMSC:
SMSC makes donations to make
holidays a little brighter
Each year, the SMSC makes charitable donations to
organizations to help local residents have a brighter
holiday season. This year, the SMSC is awarding

LQ
grants to 44
organizations. In
Scott County, the
CAP Agency’s
Hope for the
Holiday Program
will receive a
$20,000
grant.
This
program
provides
food,

clothing, and age-appropriate gifts for low income
families in Scott and Carver Counties during the
holiday season. The goal of this program is to ensure
that no child goes without a present and that all families
KDYHVXI¿FLHQWIRRGGXULQJWKLVWLPH
The CAC for Dakota/Scott County’s Armful of Love
Program and Minnesota Compassion will both receive
$4,000 for holiday donations. Carver Scott Educational
Cooperative will receive a grant for a service project
to feed the needy at Thanksgiving, and the Prior Lake
Lions Club will receive a donation for their Holiday
Senior Luncheon.

Four-year report now available
Every four years, the SMSC produces a volume
describing activities and events which have happened
GXULQJ WKH %XVLQHVV &RXQFLO¶V IRXU \HDUV LQ RI¿FH
The 70-page Omakatob Wowapi Four Year Report is
available electronically at www.shakopeedakota.org
or by making an appointment to read the report by
calling the tribe’s Oicimani Media Center (library) at
(952) 403-5550.
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Upcoming SCHS Events

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

“Unmentionables” exhibit open

³8QGHU :KHUH" 8QPHQWLRQDEOHV IURP±SP7KLVH[KLELW
Exposed” Exhibit 7KLVH[KLELWWDNHV walks you through milestones in life from
an intimate look at the underclothing birth to death. Raise a glass as we open
WKHH[KLELWZLWKDQ,ULVKZDNHLQFOXGLQJ
PXVLFVWRULHVDQGPRUH7KHH[KLELWUXQV
WKURXJK$XJXVW([KLELWVSRQVRUHG
&RQJUHVVKDVVHQW3UHVLGHQW2EDPDOHJLVODWLRQWRSURYLGHDSHUFHQWLQFUHDVH
in part by a Minnesota Arts and Cultural
in veterans’ disability compensation. The cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) also
Heritage Legacy Grant and the Shakopee
affects the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation of veterans who died
Rotary Club.
as a result of service. Although Congress has passed a veterans COLA every year
VLQFHWKHUHKDVQRWEHHQDQLQFUHDVHVLQFH7KH&2/$LVWLHGWRWKH
Kids Kraft -- January 28, 10:30 to
&RQVXPHU3ULFH,QGH[ZKLFKDOVRDGMXVWVEHQH¿WVIRU6RFLDO6HFXULW\UHFLSLHQWV
11:15 a.m. Ground Hog’s Day! Reading
VA Offers Careers for Veterans
Substitute Groundhog by Pat Miller and
The Department of Veterans Affairs has announced an innovative new program
making a groundhog puppet.
WR KHOS YHWHUDQV ¿QG DSSURSULDWH FDUHHUV ZLWKLQ WKH GHSDUWPHQW /DXQFKHG RQ women and men have worn throughout
Veterans Day (Nov. 11), VA for Vets is a high-tech approach to recruiting, hiring, the years to alter, contort, and transform Kids Kraft -- February 25, 10:30 to
retaining, and reintegrating veterans into the VA workforce. The program offers their bodies for status, class, and 11:15 a.m. Create your own book! Book
career coaching and state-of-the-art online tools for veterans seeking jobs or career IDVKLRQ7KHH[KLELWUXQVWKURXJK0D\ TBA, making a book to record your own
development opportunities. The online Career Center includes a tool that translates 5, 2012.
pictures and stories.
military skills into civilian language; a resume builder that tailors veterans’
resumes so they can more easily compete for open positions in VA; and avatar- Festivals Galore! Exhibit closes All Things Minnesota Book Club meets
based technology that connects deployed service members back to VA during their -DQXDU\  7KLV H[KLELW IHDWXUHV WKH DW  SP RQ WKH WKLUG 7KXUVGD\ RI
operational missions.
history of local festivals.
each month at SCHS. December: Social,
choose books for 2012!
Army Reconsiders Purple Heart for Concussive Injury
Genealogy 101 -- Saturday, January
Army veterans, active-duty, and reserve-component soldiers who were denied 21, 10 a.m. to noon. Want to learn
Purple Heart awards for concussive or mild traumatic brain injuries (MTBIs) more about your family history but Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
are encouraged to resubmit documentation for reconsideration of the medal. don’t know where to start? Register for IRXUWK 7KXUVGD\ RI HDFK PRQWK DW 
Since the Vietnam War, concussions or mild traumatic brain injuries as Genealogy 101 and discover the clues p.m. All types of handcrafters from
a direct result of an enemy action have warranted the award of the Purple contained in Census schedules, along beginners to masters are welcome!
+HDUW DFFRUGLQJ WR 'HIHQVH 'HSDUWPHQW JXLGHOLQHV 1HYHUWKHOHVV ¿HOG with the importance of courthouse,
commanders have sometimes been unclear on what constituted a concussion. church, and naturalization records. Girls’ Night at the Museum -- February
    SP &RPH DQG HQMR\ ZLQH
With medical advances in the treatment and knowledge of concussion and MTBI
You will also learn how to identify your and chocolate and talk about underwear
injuries, the Army has been able to clarify guidance for entitlement to the Purple
family’s ancestral village and you will in the “Under Where? Unmentionables
Heart, said Col. Tom Quinn, chief of Soldiers Programs and Services Division at
Army Human Resources Command. To receive a Purple Heart, a wound has to be introduced to resources available (VSRVHG´H[KLELW
be the result of enemy or hostile action, and the treatment for that injury must be online. Local genealogist Betty Dols
GRFXPHQWHGLQDVROGLHU¶VRI¿FLDOPHGLFDOUHFRUGVE\DPHGLFDORI¿FHU4XLQQVDLG teaches the Genealogy 101 class. Coming in March – Girls Tea, Legacy/
For Purple Heart award reconsideration, the injury must have occurred on or Register through Shakopee or Prior Estate Planning workshop, and more
after Sept. 11, 2001. Active-duty and reserve-component soldiers must work with Lake Savage Community Education. Kids Krafts!
WKHLUFKDLQVRIFRPPDQGWKURXJKWKH¿UVWJHQHUDORI¿FHUE\VXEPLWWLQJDFRS\RI Small fee includes class, handouts, and
their deployment orders, various Department of Army forms, a one-page narrative admission to the Stans Museum.
Check us out on Facebook at www.
describing the incident and the conditions under which the soldier was wounded.
facebook.com/ScottCounty
Histori“Two eyewitness statements, some type of incident report of the action or the cause Arts of Scott County Display – calSociety and follow us on Twitter @
of the wound that was the result of enemy action, and documented treatment by a January through March 2012. View ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise
PHGLFDORI¿FHULQWKHVROGLHU¶VRI¿FLDOPHGLFDOUHFRUGVDUHQHHGHG´VDLG4XLQQ a variety of art created by local Scott noted, events will take place at SCHS.
While treatment may have been performed by personnel other than a physician, County artists on display in the central Fees may be charged for some events.
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SUHVFULEHG WUHDWPHQW PXVW EH VROHO\ E\ D PHGLFDO RI¿FHU hall. Developed in partnership with the Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail info@
Veterans should submit packages directly to Army Human Resources Command. Savage Art Studios & Gallery.
scottcountyhistory.org for more informaThey can obtain copies of their deployment orders from the Veteran’s Inquiry Branch
tion. Scott County Historical Society, 235
by emailing veterans@conus.army.mil. Veterans will also need to submit their DD “Marking Time: The Rituals of Life Fuller St. S., Shakopee, Minnesota.
)RUP &HUWL¿FDWHRI5HOHDVHRU'LVFKDUJHIURP$FWLYH'XW\ 0RUHLQIRUPDWLRQ & Death” Exhibit Opening on January
on how submission requirements are available at www.hrc.army.mil/awards.
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJYHWHUDQVEHQH¿WVSOHDVHFDOORXURI¿FHDW  


Disabled vets to receive COLA

4-H LEGO Robotics Team
seeks new members, trainers
$UH\RXUHDG\WRH[SORUHWKHZRUOG
of robots? Come and join 4-H! The
Scott County 4-H Program has recently
formed a Lego Robotics Team, and we
KDYHEHHQRIIHULQJDQH[FLWLQJLQWURGXFtory series to the LEGO Mindstorms
RCX Robotics Invention System. In
our classes, we’ve been learning about
mechanical design, construction, programming, and teamwork skills. Our
classes focus on using LEGO building
elements, motors, and sensors; students

Youth in grades 5 and up will learn to
make Lego Robotics during a series
of classes which begin Jan. 10 in
Belle Plaine.

build different robots and then program
them with a computer to move, react,
and make sounds to solve challenges.
Our classes are a good introduction for
any kid interested in robotics!
2XUQH[WVHULHVRIFODVVHVZLOOEHKHOG
at the Oak Crest Elementary School in
Belle Plaine for youth in grades 5 and
up on the following Tuesday evenings:
January 10, 17, 24, and 31 and February 7, all from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. All
classes are taught by trained instructors.
The cost for the series is $25 for 4-H
members and $30 for non-members, or
$7 per session.
Also coming up: On January 21,
we will be offering a “train the trainer”
workshop for adults who are interested
in learning more about the Lego Mindstorms Curriculum and would like to
become trained to teach this curriculum in their communities utilizing 4-H
materials.
If you are interested in learning
more about these courses or registering
for one or more of these opportunities,
please call (952) 492-5410 or e-mail
$EE\:DJQHUDWWRUJ#XPQHGX

Lydia Area
Historical Society
seeks stories,
photographs
The Lydia Area Historical Society
(LAHS) has a new project, collecting
stories and photographs of churches,
farms, businesses, and families of the
Lydia area. They will scan your photos and collect your stories to help in
this effort. And if you’re interested in
joining the LAHS, please contact Pam
 RU'RQ  
– and check them out on Facebook, too! Harold Dubbe stands in front of his
gas station/harness shop in the 1930s.

Find Scott County’s home page at www..co.scott.mn.us

December 2011/January 2012 Scott County SCENE Page 15

Historical SCENE

War bride Sylvia Ryan recalls bombings, rationing
It’s unbelievable now how our spirits remained.
Winston Churchill was the man who kept giving us
the “We’re going to make it. We’re going to make it.” I
often wondered if anything ever happened to England
RU$PHULFD²,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKHUHLVDQ\RQHOLNHKLPWR
bring us through something like that again. We were
determined. We were going to make it. I listened to
Churchill on the radio. The younger men resented
him because he always had a cigar and they couldn’t
get cigarettes. They were not on a ration book. You
couldn’t buy them.
Another thing, when there the bombs dropped around
us, they would invariably affect our water supplies.
You’d turn on the faucet and nothing would come out,
so you would have to go maybe two or three blocks
away where they would have a main. We would all go
with our pails and whatever to collect water.

By Tom Melchior
7KLVLVWKH¿UVWLQDWKUHHSDUWVHULHVEDVHGRQ6\OYLD
Ryan’s interview from the Scott County Historical
Society’s Greatest Generation Project. Sylvia lived in
the outskirts of London, England.

Memories Leading Up to the War
In 1939, months before the war started, we were on
pins and needles that we would go to war. About two or
three weeks before the war broke out in 1939 -- I was
IRXUWHHQJRLQJRQ¿IWHHQZKHQSDUHQWV/RQGRQHUV
were advised to send their children to the coast or to
other places outside London to protect them from any
bombing. I went to Clacton. Can you imagine? Mum
and Daddy saw us to this railroad station. We had no
idea where we were going.
We packed a little suitcase with a change of underwear
for a week. We took our gas masks; everyone was
issued gas masks. We feared that we would have gas
ERPELQJWKHVDPHDVWKH\KDGLQWKH¿UVWZDU7KDW
ZDV VR QHZ LQ WKHLU PLQGV²WKDW ZH ZRXOG EH JDV
bombed. Maybe two or three hundred of us went to
the coast.
&ODFWRQZDVPD\EHWZHQW\¿YHRUWZHQW\VL[PLOHV
from France. Later on, the Germans took over the coast
of France. That’s how close we were. I took care of my
OLWWOHEURWKHUZKRZDVVL[\HDUV\RXQJHUWKDQPH:H
ZHUHWDNHQIURPKRXVHWRKRXVHZLWKD%LOOHW2I¿FHU
He took us from door to door asking the people on this
block, “How many spare rooms do you have? Could
you accommodate a child?” If the people were willing,
they would take us in.
:HZHUHWKHUHLQWKLVRQHKRXVH²,GRQ¶WUHPHPEHU
WKHSHRSOH²EXWZHZHUHRQO\WKHUHDIHZGD\VZKHQ
my school, the Latimer School, was made aware that
all the Latimer students could go to a small hotel. The
hotel had offered to house all of us. We had shared
[school] time. That’s what they did in the evacuated
areas. Latimer students would go in the afternoons and
Clacton [students] would go in the mornings.
We had a ball at this little hotel. I don’t know how
many students were there at the time, but we would
help polish shoes, clear the tables and things. But
that didn’t last very long. The hotel closed and then
we were billeted in a little guest house where about a
dozen children were housed.
,VSHQWP\¿UVW&KULVWPDVDZD\IURPIDPLO\7KHUH
were no telephones, so Mum and Dad would write
to me and I would write to them. By Christmas, my
brother and I were so lonesome and no bombing had
started, so we begged them to take us back home. We
went back home and later on the bombing started.

War Comes to England
We had little air-raid shelters. We dug them ourselves.
7KH\ZHUHDOLWWOH4XRQVHWKXWDERXWVL[IHHWE\¿YH
feet, dug into the ground
with just the roof showing.
Dad made an improvised
door and you’d step into
it and you would hear the
bombing. We covered that
with the dirt. Mum and
Dad had a separate bunk
and my brother had a little
bunk. My sister had a little
bunk, and Ronnie and I
shared a bunk.
We had Ack Ack [antiaircraft] guns just behind
England
the house. The sounds of
WKRVHJXQVZHUHMXVWGHDIHQLQJ7KHDUP\FRQ¿VFDWHG
a sports park and had all the equipment, but we weren’t
sure what was going on back there. One night we
thought everything had come to an end. We were in
the shelter and these guns started aiming at the enemy.
Around London, there were balloons to prevent the
SODQHV À\LQJ ORZ %\ XV WKH\ ZHUH FRPLQJ LQ DQG
having to ascend to get over London because we lived
on the outskirts, like a suburb, called Palmers Green.
The blimps were all over [attached] with wires that
would prevent the dive-bombing. The Germans would
GURS WKHLU LQFHQGLDULHV ¿UVW WR OLJKW XS HYHU\WKLQJ
Every home had pails of sand inside the door, so you

Food

Ron and Sylvia Ryan

I laugh now with the “saving the environment,” but
we did that already. All the food that we could get
was unwrapped. Biscuits -- or as you refer to them,
“cookies” -- would come in a big, big tin and you
would get them in a little bag. They would weigh [out]
maybe a pound for you. We couldn’t get those very
often. Butter would be in huge chunks; that wouldn’t
be wrapped either. The little portions would be, but
they would weigh it, whatever our rations would be.
:LWK¿YHRIXVLQWKHIDPLO\PD\EHZHZRXOGJHW
ounces a week. Can you imagine that for the family?
(JJV²,PXVWWHOO\RXWKLV:KHQ5RQ>DQ$PHULFDQ
co-pilot whom Sylvia married] was coming home, he
would stop at the PX and a lot of the guys knew him.
He would get three dozen eggs and bring them home.
We lived quite a ways away. He had to go on trains
and buses and trains again. Mother had to have a big
PL[LQJERZOWRSLOHWKHHJJVXS:KHQP\OLWWOHVLVWHU
walked in, she said, “Oh, just like in the shops!” We
often wondered if the people on the train and the bus
knew he was carrying those things. I think he would
KDYHEHHQPREEHGEHFDXVHQRRQHZRXOGHYHU²\RX
wouldn’t see that much. He’d have sugar. One time he
said he was going to bring a sack of sugar home for
0XP:HOODVDFNLVDVDFN,W¶VELJOLNHDÀRXUVDFN
It’s huge. He brought home a ten-pound sack.
One time we received a food package from his
parents. They were very good. They’d send us all
kinds of goodies. This one time, here was this big can
of Spry. We had no idea what Spry was. When Mother
saw that it was cooking oil, cooking fat, she thought,
“Where am I going to use all that?” So we gave it to
neighbors and relatives. There were three pounds.
You’d never see any one individual having a threepound can! They used to send us jams because there
wasn’t that much sugar for jam. Our potatoes would
FRPHOLNHWKH\ZHUHMXVWSLFNHGULJKWRXWRIWKH¿HOG
<RX ZRXOG SLFN PD\EH IRXU RU ¿YH DQG SXW WKHP LQ
your shopping bag. They would still have the mud on
them. They wouldn’t be nicely cleaned like they are
here. All the vegetables were like that.
London has very, very little ground to spare. London
government commandeered any areas of parkland and
they divided that up into allotments and rented it to
us civilians. We had little gardens. We grew carrots,
onions, and potatoes and things like that. When you
think of it, this was a city and we resorted to that.
When I came over here and saw the gardens, oh, a far
cry from what our little patches were.
Meat was rationed from the start; most of it was
imported, because the marine ships weren’t getting
through so that was rationed. Our pork was cut in
different parts because our bacon would be a lot bigger.
America sent us what we called “streaky bacon.” In
England there are all grades of different cuts of bacon.
We thought, “Hmm, the Americans are just sending us
the cheap stuff.” When I came over, I learned that’s
what the Americans referred to. That was the only part
that they made of bacon. We made a lot of different
bacons, but it would be nice, big, and lean. The bacon
that the Americans shipped over was streaky and
it was very fatty. That was okay in a pinch, but that
wasn’t bacon.

ZRXOGEHDEOHWRSRXUVDQGRYHU>WKH¿UH@LI\RXKDG
an incendiary. I will never get over the sound of the
planes, the drone getting louder and louder and louder.
You knew that they were heading for London and then
you would hear the bombs drop.
:KHQZHKDGDUDLG²LWZDVPD\EHWZHQW\PLOHVLQWR
JUHDWHU/RQGRQ²ZHFRXOGUHDGDQHZVSDSHUDWQLJKW
when the bombs were dropping, the incendiaries and
WKH¿UHVZHUHXQUHDO/DWHURQZHZHUHRQDGLUHFWURXWH
from the coast when Dunkirk happened. We watched. I
don’t know how many hours the ambulances went by
the artillery road and we lived right on the artillery road.
We couldn’t cross that road all day for the ambulances
going by with our wounded soldiers. Those are images
that never go away.
On December 8, my birthday, I was opening my
birthday presents and we heard that the Americans
were coming into the war. They had helped us before,
but the men hadn’t come into the war. We put our
hands together and thanked God that you were coming
to help us.
We loathed what the Germans were doing. We came
so close. When the Germans had taken over France and
driven our men out, they were within, I’d say, twenty
to twenty-two miles of England. At that time they
chose to go to Russia. Had they continued coming, we
couldn’t have made it. But Winston Churchill was a
wonderful force during the war and he would not give
in. The time that they went in Russia gave us time to
build up and build our air force up and that is when we
started to defeat them.
Often during the bombing, I would be on my way
to work on the bus, and the siren would go. The bus
driver wasn’t sure whether we should stop or whether
he should go on, and that’s how it was. You lived with
fear all the time, but gradually that became a way of
OLIH ,W ZDV ZKDW HYHU\ERG\ H[SHFWHG , ZDV LQ WKH
:DJHV 2I¿FH ZKLFK ZDV DOO VDQGEDJJHG WR SURWHFW
XV :KHQ WKH DLU UDLGV ZRXOG JR², NQRZ LW VRXQGV
YHU\FDOORXV²WKHIRUHPHQZRXOGFRPHRYHUEXW\RX
would hear the bombs, and they would bet on where
that would land. That was just, what we say now, “a
sign of the times.” Yeah, we got calloused with the
raids.
The bombs hit very close, very close. They hit
on the outskirts of London, but, oh, London was
just demolished. The milkmen had little carts and
sometimes they were horse driven and they would try
to make it through the rubble, the same as the mailmen.
You hear them say, “The mail has to go through.”
You’d see him climbing over the rubble. They weren’t
professionals. They were men who had volunteered
for air raid wardens. They helped the people in the
To be continued in the next SCENE.
rubble, getting them out after a raid.
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Conservationists
of Cedar Lake near St. Patrick. Nancy
had a large gully on her lake lot that was
washing part of her yard into the lake after a number of major storm events. To
repair this gully issue, she worked with
the Scott SWCD staff to create a berm
and swale, which guided and dramatiFDOO\VORZHGWKHZDWHUÀRZSUHYHQWLQJ
sediment from muddying the waters
RI &HGDU /DNH$ ELRLQ¿OWUDWLRQ EDVLQ
with native plantings of grasses and
ZLOGÀRZHUV ZDV DOVR LQVWDOOHG WR KROG
the soil in place.
The shoreline was stabilized, using
deep-rooted native plantings and borders to preserve the shoreline. She also
installed two rain barrels to catch water
off of her home’s roof for use on her
many planting areas. She was named
one of the top 12 Scott SWCD Land
Stewards in 2009.
City of Prior Lake – Conservation
Leader/Government
The City of Prior Lake is one of the
most proactive, conservation-minded
cities in Scott County… possibly the entire state. Prior Lake is unique: It has 14
lakes within the city limits, 1,000 acres
of parkland, and more than 100 miles of
sidewalks and trails. In everyday operations, City employees and leaders strive
WR ¿QG PRUH HQYLURQPHQWDOO\IULHQGO\
ways of doing business. Their use of
new technologies -- such as the ironHQKDQFHGVDQG¿OWHUVIRUWUHDWLQJVWRUP
water, a targeted street-sweeping proJUDPWKDWSUHYHQWVSROOXWDQWVIURPÀRZ-
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The City of Prior Lake, including its
City Council and Mayor, received the
Conservation
Leader/Government
award, as well as the 2011 Scott
SWCD Conservation Leader of the
Year award.

ing into bordering waters, the awardwinning “Smart Snow and Ice Control
Program,” and restoration of natural
DUHDV  DUH DOO H[DPSOHV RI WKH &LW\¶V
investment in conservation.
Prior Lake has planted hundreds of
trees for boulevard enhancements, runs
its own nursery, and invites residents to
participate in its park bench/tree dedication program. Other projects include
SODQWLQJ QDWLYH JUDVVHV DQG ZLOGÀRZers, restoring shorelines and wetlands,
VWRFNLQJ ¿VK HVWDEOLVKLQJ UHVLGHQWLDO
raingardens and community gardens,
and installing a bio-retention pond at
Grainwood Elementary School to capture stormwater for reuse. Even when
building its new wastewater treatment
plant, the City included a green vegetaWLYH URRI D ¿OWHU JDUGHQ DQG SHUYLRXV
pavers to reduce stormwater runoff.
Partnering with the Shakopee MdeZDNDQWRQ 6LRX[ &RPPXQLW\ DQG WKH
City of Savage, Prior Lake offers resi-

dering the greens, three gardens for
birds and pollinators, and even a 1.5 acre
pesticide-free sanctuary of native grassHV ZLOGÀRZHUV DQG WUHH VDSOLQJV 7KH
course maintains wildlife and bird inventories, bringing wildlife education to
local Scouting troops who helped build
bluebird and duck nesting houses. The
golf course also offered workshops on
the importance of bluebirds through the
Legends Club – Conservation Minnesota Bluebird Recovery Program.
Staff planted 500 saplings, converted
Leader/Business
2QH RI RQO\ D KDQGIXO RI &HUWL¿HG 3.2 acres of turf to no-mow areas, and
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuaries in developed a “spot-spray only” weed
Minnesota, the goal of Legends Club of control program. “We hope to prove
Prior Lake is to be one of the most en- that golfers truly can be effective environmentally-friendly golf clubs in the vironmental stewards by supporting
state. Scott Thayer, superintendent of golf courses that are committed to susthe course, is striving to reduce “man- taining and actually improving natural
aged turf” areas, thereby cutting irriga- resources.”
tion, fertilizer, and fuel costs. In fact,
Legends maintenance staff reduced Thank you for your support…
irrigation by three million gallons per Gold ($100) Sponsors
year; fertilizer use by 435 pounds of ni- Art Johnson Trucking, Inc., Fish
trogen per acre per year, and fuel use Lake Sportsmen’s Club, Lions Tap,
by more than 900 gallons per year. With Minnesota Native Landscapes, Rahr
400-plus feet of naturalized shoreline, Malting Co., Scott County Pheasants
Scott and his Forever Chapter 125, Wolf Motors.
team found natural methods Silver ($50) Sponsors
of controlling JD’s Auto Service, Inc., Morris &
Wolf Attorneys & Counselors at Law,
algae.
Taking
a Riverland Bank.
glance at the
course,
one Bronze ($25) Sponsors
can readily see Art Johnson Trucking. Inc., Cem-stone,
many natural 06([FDYDWLQJ3UDLULH)DUP6XSSO\
corridors bor- .
dents shared composting sites and
savings. Scott SWCD named the City
of Prior Lake one of the top 12 Land
Stewards in 2010, and this year the City
ZDVKRQRUHGDVRQHRIWKH¿QDOLVWVIRU
the 2011 Outstanding Conservationist
of the Year Award at the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Convention.

The 2012 Minnesota Gardening Calendars can be
ordered online or purchased at the University of
Minnesota Store.

Minnesota
gardening calendars
make great gifts
8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD([WHQVLRQDQGWKH0LQQHVRWD$JULFXOWXUDO([SHULPHQW6WDWLRQKDYHUHOHDVHGWKH
Minnesota Gardening calendar for 2012. This awardwinning calendar is developed for home gardening
and landscape enthusiasts across the state. Minnesota
Gardening 2012 is the only calendar designed and
ZULWWHQH[FOXVLYHO\IRU0LQQHVRWD
This new calendar includes a feature on the importance of pollinators and conservation of wild bees, as
well as tips for what we can do to support their future.
Also included in the calendar are suggestions for helpful Minnesota gardening resources. The calendar also
features a map showing the average frost-free dates for
Minnesota, and a USDA plant hardiness zone map.
Minnesota Gardening 2012 LV ZULWWHQ VSHFL¿FDOO\
with our climate and growing conditions in mind.
Each month of the calendar has a list of University of
Minnesota research-based timely tips and suggestions
for lawn, garden, houseplant, and other tips for plant
care. In addition to being full of great information, the
9” by 12” spiral-bound calendar is appealing for its
EHDXWLIXOIXOOFRORUSKRWRVRILQGRRUDQGRXWGRRUÀRZers, trees, and landscapes. You can purchase your Minnesota Gardening calendar by going to the University
of Minnesota Store or by visiting https://shop-secure.
H[WHQVLRQXPQHGX3XEOLFDWLRQ'HWDLODVS[",' 

