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to all citizens in an effective, professional and efficient manner.
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RE-USE Room at HHW Facility helps
local artist conserve, preserve

Measuring the rainfall
Adella Gruetzmacher of Belle Plaine
Township is one of several rainfall
observers in Scott County.
Page 9

Need some winter fun?
Three Rivers Park District offers
“Folkways of the Holidays,” skiing,
snowmobiling, dogsledding.
Page 14

Check it out!
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Changes in credit card regulations may
protect some consumers but result in
higher interest rates on balances.
Page 8

Joel Cole is an artist who has traveled all over the
world, perfecting his skills and searching for materials
to use in his trade. He has visited Greenland in search of
shed Caribou antlers, and rainforests in Paraguay to
gather exotic woods.
However, this world traveler was raised in Minnesota – in fact, right here in Scott County. As a kid, Cole
grew up in Shakopee. Even as a child, he found himself
interested in creative endeavors. Like the rest of us, as
he grew up, he took a “regular” job to make ends meet.
However, that creative spark continued to burn inside,
and as he dabbled in artistic hobbies and projects, his
skills continued to grow. Since 2003, Joel has made his
living as a full-time artist. He recently moved his studio
from Shakopee to a larger location across the river in
Carver. Still, he keeps coming back, and one of his favorite places to visit is the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility.
Cole loves working with wood. He likes to hunt
down interesting pieces, and then follows that wood
through from tree to finished product. Since this part of
the United States offers the highest diversity of deciduous trees in North America, there are always plenty of
new varieties of wood with which to work. Often, friends
will tell him that a tree on their property will be coming
down in the near future. Cole will then look at the tree,
studying the type of wood, the grain, and condition; when
the tree is cut, he will seal the ends of the wood pieces
and allow them to dry for a year or more.
Cole visits the RE-USE Room at the Scott County
HHW Facility at least twice a month to gather a variety

Woodwork artist Joel Cole, pictured here in his
studio, visits the RE-USE Room at the Scott County
HHW Facility at least twice a month to gather a
variety of free products, such as refined petroleum
and polyurethane, for his projects.

of free products, such as refined petroleum and polyurethane, for his projects. Joel is a big believer in the reuse
concept. According to Joel, “Reuse should be commonplace. We should use our resources wisely, then reuse
them wisely, and finally, dispose of old products properly. Reuse should become a daily practice that occurs
without thinking.”
Most of Cole’s work reflect that same outlook in
WOODWORK ARTIST to back page

Transit service’s name, fares to change
Effective Jan. 1, 2010, the Scott
and Carver County transit system
will officially become SmartLink
Transit. The only things that will
be changing are the name and the
rates. SmartLink is a Countywide,
dial-a-ride transit service providing
safe, reliable, and affordable transportation throughout the area. Everyone is welcome to use this service.
Dial-A-Ride is a reservation
only, shared ride transit system for
Scott and Carver Counties. Rides
can be scheduled up to five business
days in advance or at the last minute
(service is based on availability).
However, the earlier you can reserve
your ride, the better your chances are
of availability. The buses run from

SmartLink Transit
Holiday Schedule
SmartLink Transit would
like to wish everyone a safe and
happy holiday season. Due to
the holidays, Scott and Carver
County Transit will be closed on
Christmas Day, New Years Day,
and Martin Luther King Day.
5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Reservation hours are 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. currently, but after Jan. 1,
the reservation hours will extend to
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. You may reserve a
ride by calling (952) 496-8341.
SmartLink Transit provides

transportation to medical appointments, grocery stores, congregate
dining sites, social outings, et cetera.
After Jan. 1, fares will be based on
the distance that you will be traveling. These fares will be the new regional Dial-A-Ride fares for the
seven county metro area:
Trips less than 10 miles:
$2.25 each way
Trips between 10 and 20 miles:
$4.50 each way
Trips greater than 20 miles:
$6.75 each way
Some of these rides are provided
by volunteer drivers. If you wish to
become a volunteer driver or if you
need additional information on how
to become one, contact us at (952)
496-8341.

CAP Agency Toy
Drive continues
through Dec. 22
The CAP Agency, in partnership
with the Salvation Army, is conducting a holiday toy drive through Dec.
22. Community members, clubs, and
groups may donate toys and gifts suitable for infants through teens.
Donations will be accepted until
Dec. 22 at the CAP Agency offices
in Shakopee, (located at 712 Canterbury Road South) and Chaska
(110650 Village Road). Monetary
donations can me be made online to
support the toy drive by logging on
to the website atwww.capagency.org.
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Holidays are a good time to express gratitude
The holiday season couldn’t come at a better time of the year. Chilly, snowy
days segue into dark, cold nights, and the sounds and smells of springtime seem
light-years away. It seems we all need a little comfort and joy, preferably spent
with friends and family, and – if we’re lucky – accompanied by hearty wintertime
fare to keep us warm and happy.
The holidays are also a perfect time to take a breather from the routine tasks of
everyday life, to stretch out and relax a bit, and to take stock of all of our blessings
and graces. Yet given the rush to prop up holiday exhibits and advertise helpful
gift-giving ideas, it seems that many retailers have forgotten that Thanksgiving
exists; however, what a wonderful day, and a wonderful way, to begin the season
of thanks and giving.
It has always struck me as appropriate that we enter the holiday season with a
harvest festival focused on a day for the giving of thanks, then enter Hanukkah –
“the festival of lights” — and to rededicate our hope during the darkest time of the
year, or – for Christians throughout the world — we wish for joy and peace by
commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ. Of course, there are always the more
secular Christmas celebrations full of sparkles and stars, bulb lights and jolly fat
guys. Then we wrap up the season by reflecting upon the year that has just passed.
Yes, New Years Day, the time to reflect and begin our preparation for the
hopes, plans, and anticipations for the next. (Of course, there’s always that pressure to make those darn “resolutions,” but I’m thinking a bit more broadly about
pondering the future.) Although it’s hardly perceptible, the days will actually be
getting longer… beginning that long trek to the summer solstice in June, and then
back again. The rhythms of the season are as beautiful and harmonized as anything Beethoven or Mozart could have written; I encourage each and every one of
you to spend a few minutes every day listening to the notes and humming along
with the melody.
This is a special time of year for all of us, our families, and our friends. While
we take time to celebrate the true meaning of these holidays, each in our own way,
I hope our community, state, and nation continues to come together to celebrate
the heritage that defines us as Americans in each other’s eyes and in the eyes of the
world.
At this time of year, as we give thanks for our own blessings, we should take a
moment to turn our thoughts towards those within our community who are less
fortunate or who have been visited by tragedy during the past year, and pray for
special strength for them. Remember our members of the armed forces who are
defending our freedoms around the world, and know that they are thinking about
their loved ones and the reunions they are anticipating more with each passing day.
On behalf of the Scott County Board and staff, I would like to send to all of the
residents of this great County our thanks for your support and confidence, and our
best wishes for the holidays.

Fresh cut Christmas trees
should be recycled
Once the upcoming holiday season
has wound to a close and you’re putting
your decorations away for the year, your
freshly-cut Christmas tree can still continue to serve a useful purpose. Old
Christmas trees can be processed and
turned into wood chips, or even mixed
with active compost and then used in
your landscaping projects next summer.
Most garbage haulers offer a special
collection service, usually for one to four
weeks after Christmas.
In order to participate, you must
keep your tree separate from your regular household garbage. You will also
need to remove plastic tree bags, metal
tree stands, tree ornaments, lights, and
tinsel from the tree. Trees with wooden
tree stands can be recycled “as-is.” You
should check with your contracted waste
hauler for specific details, as individual
waste haulers may vary in their pickup
requirements. Be sure to ask if your
hauler charges an additional fee for this
service.

If
your
hauler does not
offer curb-side
recycling for
your old Christmas tree, you
still have options. The Resource Recovery
Technologies
(RRT) compost
facility is planning to accept Christmas trees again this
year, for a charge of just $1.50 per tree.
RRT is located four miles southwest of
Shakopee, along the west side of Highway 169 near the intersection with
County Road 14 (between Jordan and
Shakopee). They will be open to accept
your tree from January 4 to January 16,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturdays. For more information, you can
call RRT at (952) 946-6999 or visit
www.mulchstoremn.com.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or
a suggestion for a future topic.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Commissioners’ Corner
December 15
December 22
December 29

County Board meetings through February 2010
—
County Board meeting
—
County Board meeting
—
no meeting

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board Agendas,
Minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Refer to your weekly
newspapers for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County
Board meetings, contact the County Administration office at (952) 496-8100.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Board of Adjustment and Planning Advisory Commission. (1 vacancy)
There is one vacancy on this Commission in Commissioner District 1. The purpose of the Planning Advisory Commission is to hold public hearings on amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Amendments;
review all applications for conditional use permits, interim use permits, and plans
for subdivision of land; and to make recommendations for approval or denial to
the County Board for the unincorporated area of the County (all eleven townships). The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings and makes decisions on
variance requests. These Boards meet the second Monday of each month at 6:30
p.m.
Community Corrections Advisory Board. (1 vacancy) There is currently
one vacancy on this Board in Commissioner District 5. This Board is responsible
for making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as it
relates to community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement,
corrections staff, judges, attorneys, social services personnel, educators, and citizens. There are five citizen members, one from each Commissioner District.
Advisory Board members are appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible
to serve three terms. Persons of color and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply.
Extension Committee. (2 vacancies) Currently, there is a vacancy in Commissioner District 3 and one at-large youth position — preferably a high school
junior — vacancy on this Committee. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing
budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of
life and enhance the economy and environment through education, applied research, and the resources of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets
four times per year on Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council. (6 vacancies) The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are six vacancies on the Council, with openings in each of the Commissioner Districts. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County
Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community
Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs,
priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and
comments on special interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers
and consumers of Human Services programs are particularly encouraged to apply.
The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee. The New Options Advisory Committee
is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are
three vacancies on this Committee representing the business community and families of clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served by the program,
the employers, applicable professions, and the larger community. The Committee
meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
Prior Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District (2 vacancies) The Prior Lake/
Spring Lake Watershed District Board of Managers provides technical reviews of
COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER Continued at right
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Approval needed before making any changes to wetlands
Not long ago, wetlands were considered wastelands, hindrances to development, limitations to crop production,
and places that served as a breeding
ground for mosquitoes and disease. Today, wetlands are considered key elements of a healthy ecosystem. The cities and townships in Scott County call
your attention to the environmental benefits that wetlands provide, such as:
z Water quality. Wetlands filter
nutrients and absorb polluted surface
water runoff before it enters lakes and
rivers downstream.
z Flood control and low flow
augmentation. Wetlands serve as holding areas for water. When rainfall is
heavy, wetlands slow the waters, reducing flood damage and soil erosion downstream. During drought, water stored in
wetlands maintains stream flows and
may help recharge groundwater.
z Fish and wildlife habitat. Wetlands provide homes and feeding areas
for many species of fish and wildlife.
z Education and recreation.
Wetlands offer opportunities for education and recreation.
z Commercial benefits. Wetlands are used for development of specialty products such as vegetable farming, peat mining, sod farming, minnow
harvesting, and timber harvesting.
Scott County communities are reminding developers and landowners to
check with them first before beginning

a project that might impact a wetland.
The cities and townships — also known
as “local government units” — in Scott
County are the regulatory authorites for
the administration of the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA). The regulatory
provisions of the WCA require that, in
most cases, draining, excavating, or filling a wetland requires approval or some
other authorization under local, state, or
federal regulations. Additionally, landowners in Scott County will most likely
need to show efforts to avoid impacts to
the fringe area around wetlands. This is
referred to as the wetland “buffer.”
The buffer is defined as “a protective vegetated zone located adjacent to
natural resources, such as a water of the
state, which is subject to direct or indirect human alteration. Alterations of such
areas are strictly limited.” The incorporated and unincorporated areas of Scott
County may have strict controls that protect a “buffer” adjacent to a wetland or
watercourse.
When most people think of wetlands, they picture swampy, marshy areas complete with ducks and cattails.
While those areas are indeed wetlands,
others might look quite different and
may not even have surface water for
much of the year.
“Not all wetlands are readily identifiable by people without specialized
training,” explained Ryan Holzer, Resource Conservation Technician with the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

Most people think of
wetlands as marshy
area with ducks and
cattails. However,
others may look quite
different and may not
even have surface
water much of the year.
trict (SWCD) in Jordan. “We can help
people make those determinations.” The
SWCD has been identified as the “clearinghouse” for information on wetland
regulatory programs.
Holzer also offers the following suggestions to anyone who has a project involving excavation, draining, or filling
that might impact a wetland:
z Early in the process, contact
your Local Governmental Unit (LGU)
and ask to speak to the person responsible for administration of the WCA.
Each LGU has identified a single individual who can give appropriate guidance. If a project is proposed, be prepared with location and project details.
If questions arise, they can direct you to
the appropriate party to answer your
questions.
z Find out if the land you want to
alter is a wetland. The LGU may make
that determination, or they will direct

you to someone who can.
z If it is a wetland, fill out a Minnesota Local/State/Federal Application
Form for Water/Wetland Projects. This
form is available from your local SWCD
or from the Minnesota Board of Water
and Soil Resources website at
www.bwsr.state.us/wetlands/index.html.
z Before you purchase property
for development, consider the existence
of any wetlands and weigh both the environmental impact and the financial
cost of disturbing those areas against the
project’s benefits.
z Thoroughly consider and document the alternatives you have considered to avoid wetland impacts.
z Consider the possible concerns
of the community and the project’s
neighbors.
z If you proceed with a project,
determine where the wetlands are and
design your project accordingly.
Scott County LGUs (townships, cities, watershed management organizations) implement the Minnesota Wetland
Conservation Act, which is a state wetland protection law. The Minnesota
Board of Water and Soil Resources administers the Wetland Conservation Act
statewide, and the Department of Natural Resources enforces it. More information is available by calling your LGU
or the Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425.

Buying environmentally preferred products makes sense
From copy paper to cleaners, and
automotive fluids to printing services,
every product purchased can have an
impact on human health and the environment. To reduce the quantity and toxicity of waste in Minnesota, state statute
requires state agencies and other public
entities to purchase recycled, repairable,
and durable goods. With all of the recent dialogue on how to be “green,” local and state governments are taking action to show how making small changes
in purchasing (office supplies, for example), can save money while being
more environmentally sustainable at the
same time. In 2005, all the metro counties including Scott County were con-

tacted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) regarding their
purchasing of Environmental Preferred
Products (EPP). EPP products include
reduced toxicity, the use of recycled
materials, and increased energy efficiency through their uses.
There was discussion of forming a
group for all the metro counties to work
together toward common goals, and the
Governments for Responsible EPP and
Environmental Networking (GREEN)
Group was born, consisting of representatives from all the metro counties and
municipalities and the MPCA. The first
question was where to begin. It was
agreed to start by working on office sup-

Commissioners’ Corner
Continued from Page 2
land development proposals; coordinates its water management responsibilities
with local units of government; and furnishes information to local units of government and the public about protecting the District’s special natural resources. The
Board meets the second Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. Members must reside
within the Watershed District.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission. (1 vacancy) There is one at-large position vacancy on this Commission. All members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries. The Scott
WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and program priorities; implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan;
and associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven
members representing specific watershed areas.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St.
Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the
Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commissioner Jerry Hennen) – The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior Lake,
and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The City of Savage, except precincts 6 and 8.

plies. The counties sent surveys to office supply purchasers at schools, municipalities, and departments within their
respective counties. The goal of the survey was to see what type of EPP were
being purchased, and also identify the
barriers to purchasing EPP. As a
followup to the survey, Carver, Anoka,
Dakota, Hennepin, Washington, and
Ramsey Counties held EPP fairs, to
which county staff and representatives
from municipalities and schools were invited. There were booths where representatives could show what services they
have to offer and also participants could
attend different break-out sessions on
various EPP products. Also, during every GREEN Group meeting (the meeting locations are rotated quarterly among
the seven metro counties), the MPCA
brings in speakers to talk about their EPP
projects, which gives everyone the opportunity to see what other counties and
municipalities are doing. There are a lot
of exciting activities going on around the
metro!
For example, Hennepin County’s
“Green Purchasing Program” — in collaboration with Office Depot — increases the purchasing of products containing recycled content and other envi-

ronmentally preferable products,
these purchases
can reduce costs
while still meeting
performance standards. There are
10 common types
of office products that will be automatically replaced for greener alternatives
that contain recycled content. These
products include copying and printing
paper, inkjet cartridges, hanging file
folders, remanufactured toner cartridges,
manila folders, sticky notes, writing
pads, banker’s boxes, and three-ring
binders. When an employee orders a
non-green office supply product off the
Office Depot website, it is automatically
replaced with an available greener product. Over a year’s time, this program
projected is expected to save Hennepin
County more than $100,000 by purchasing Environmental Preferred Products!
In future editions of the SCENE, we
will look at the steps other counties are
taking as we learn how small changes in
purchasing can save money while being
more environmentally sustainable at the
same time.

Foster care providers needed
-- Foster homes needed for
children, teens, adults -Providers must be 21 years old,
married or single, and
participate in training on
parenting issues.
There is no charge for licensing.
Call Margie Nickerson at (952)
496-8505 at Scott County
Human Services for more
information.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Holiday, flu seasons collide
“‘Tis the Season” means so much more this year. Usually when you hear that
phrase, you think of the holidays, getting together with family and friends, and a
lot of celebrating. This year, ‘tis the season seems to refer more to the influenza
season. Since both of these seasons are colliding at the same time – and this year
more than usual — there is a greater emphasis on staying healthy. Healthy habits
can help protect against the spread of germs and prevent illnesses, as well as reduce sick days. Celebrating during the holidays is not always conducive to “social
distancing,” so staying healthy can protect everyone from spreading germs at home,
school, work, or social gatherings.
The single best way to prevent influenza is to get vaccinated each year, but
good health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands often can
help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There
also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu.
z Avoid close contact.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. If you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting ill.
z Stay home when you are sick.
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. You
will help prevent others from catching your illness.
z Cover your cough.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may
prevent those around you from getting sick.
z Clean your hands.
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs.Wash hands frequently with soap and water for 20 seconds. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also
effective.
z Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated
with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.
z Practice other good health habits.
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of
fluids, and eat nutritious food.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Keep family mealtimes,
but keep them simple
As our lives get busier and busier,
traditional family mealtimes are on the
wane. But studies have shown that children who eat meals with their families
are socially, emotionally, and physically
healthier people. Sharing a meal together
provides families the time to connect and
learn about what is happening in each
other’s lives. It offers an opportunity for
parents to share their values and discover
what is important to their children.
According to the National Center on
Addiction and Substance Abuse (Columbia University), there are a number of
positive outcomes for children and teens
who partake in family meals on a regular basis. Compared to kids who have
fewer than three family dinners per
week, children and teens who have frequent family dinners are:
• More likely to get better grades
in school.
• At a 70 percent lower risk for
substance abuse.
• Half as likely to try cigarettes.
• Half as likely to be daily cigarette smokers.
• Half as likely to try marijuana.
• One-third less likely to try alcohol.
• Half as likely to get drunk
monthly.
• Less likely to have friends who
drink alcohol and smoke marijuana.

• Almost 40 percent more likely
to say they won’t ever use drugs.
Family mealtime can help children
develop socialization and communication skills by listening to others and contributing to the conversation. Eating together can foster a sense of security and
belonging, which is vitally important to
children.
Family mealtime is a perfect occasion for children to learn how to set the
table, prepare food, and clean the dishes.
Parents are able to role model healthy
eating habits and table manners during
family meals. Children who eat together
with their parents are more willing to try
new foods and overall have a healthier
diet. According to Project EAT (University of Minnesota), children consume
more calcium, iron, fiber, and vitamins
B6, B12, C, and E when they eat during
family meals.
Keep meals simple. It’s more important to spend time together than to dine
on extravagant meals that take a long
time to prepare. To encourage conversation, turn off the television and let the
answering machine pick up messages.
It’s important to keep the mealtime
pleasant so children will want to spend
time eating with their families.
Source: Mary Caskey, University of
Minnesota Extension

This is also the season for New Year’s resolutions, a great time to assess your
health habits and set some goals. Important goals for staying healthy could include more exercise, good nutrition, increased walking and getting out of doors
more, spending more time with friends and families, and making a decision to quit
smoking. And if you are thinking about quitting smoking, consider this:
z Some research studies show an increase in influenza infections among
smokers compared to nonsmokers, asd well as a higher mortality rate.
Additional respiratory health consequences:
• Smoking is related to chronic coughing and wheezing among adults and
children and chronic bronchitis and emphysema among adults.
• Smokers are more likely than nonsmokers to have upper and lower respiratory tract infections, perhaps because smoking suppresses immune function.
• Within 20 minutes after you smoke that last cigarette, your body begins a
series of positive changes that continue for years.
If physical activity is something you are considering, national physical activity
guidelines provide recommended amounts of physical activity for children and
adolescents, adults, and older adults. The general guidelines are listed below. For
more information, visit www.health.gov/paguidelines.
Children and adolescents
z Children and adolescents should do 60 minutes or more of physical activity daily.
z Most of the 60 minutes or more should be either moderate-intensity or
vigorous-intensity aerobic physical activity.
z Children and adolescents should include muscle-strengthening and bonestrengthening physical activity on at least three days of the week.
z It is important to encourage young people to participate in physical activities that are age appropriate, enjoyable, and offer variety.
Adults
z All adults should avoid inactivity. Some physical activity is better than
none, and adults who participate in any amount of physical activity gain some
health benefits.
z Adults should do at least 150 minutes a week of moderate-intensity or 75
minutes a week of vigorous-intensity aerobic physical activity. Aerobic activity
should be performed in episodes of at least 10 minutes at a time.
z For additional benefits, adults should increase their aerobic physical activity to 300 minutes a week of moderate-intensity or 150 minutes of vigorousintensity aerobic physical activity.
z Adults should also do muscle-strengthening activities that are moderate or
high intensity and involve all major muscle groups on two or more days a week.
Older adults
z The guidelines for adults also apply to older adults.
z When older adults cannot do 150 minutes of activity a week, they should
be as physically active as their abilities allow.
z Older adults should do exercises that maintain or improve balance if they
are at risk of falling.
z Older adults should determine their level of effort for physical activity
relative to their level of fitness.
Be active with friends and family, and spread the joy of the season!

Talk to teens about alcohol use
Parents of teens typically worry if
their adolescent is experimenting with
alcohol, and this worry is with good
cause. Recent studies show that approximately 75 percent of high school students have tried alcohol, and more than
25 percent are binge drinkers.
It is vital that parents talk with their
teen about not using alcohol. Telling
teens “you’d better not drink” or “just
say no” isn’t helpful or effective. Instead,
parents need to have open and honest
conversations about alcohol use. Consider these tips for communicating with
your teen:
• Be a good listener. If you are
in the habit of listening carefully and
respectfully without jumping to conclusions, you are more likely to have a good
relationship with your teen. That relationship will make it easier to talk about
difficult topics such as the consequences
of alcohol use.
• State your views on underage
drinking. Take a firm position on no
underage drinking.
• Be supportive in helping your
teen live by his or her views. Tell them
it is okay to say, “No, I’d rather not
drink.”
Teen attitudes toward alcohol are
influenced by what their parents do. Parents need to behave in a manner consistent with family rules. Parents might say
to teens, “Once you are 21, it’s fine to
have a drink with friends,” or “It’s not

okay to drink to solve problems.”
Parents often dread the question
asked by many teens, “Did you drink
when you were my age?” It is best to
give an honest response. If you did drink,
you needn’t go into detail, but you can
tell about negative consequences and
what you learned from those. Teens will
respect honesty and see you as someone
who took responsibility for a mistake.
Sometimes, despite the best of intentions, teens do get in trouble with alcohol. Some of the signs of teen drinking include changes in friends, appearance, and mood; a difference in eating
or sleeping habits; a sudden decline in
grades; increased time alone; secretiveness and avoidance of family; and frequent disagreements with family members.
If parents observe these signs or
have reason to believe their teen is using other drugs, they may need to ask
for outside help through a mental health
agency or the school. One tool is a drug
testing kit. Parents can consult with a
counselor or school nurse about the appropriateness of using a drug testing kit.
For more resources on communicating with your teen about these and many
other issues, visit Extension’s parenting
education
website
at
www.parenting.umn.edu.
Source: Colleen Gengler, University of Minnesota Extension
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Minnesota “Snowbirds” critical to Census 2010 count
With less than four months to go
until Census Day 2010, the Minnesota
State Demographic Center is encouraging Minnesota residents who reside out
of state for the winter months (“snowbirds”) answer only the 2010 Census
form they receive at their Minnesota
address.
“Every Minnesotan needs to answer
the 2010 Census they receive at their
Minnesota address,” said State Demographer Tom Gillaspy. “If they respond
to the Census form they receive at their
winter ‘snowbird’ address, they will be
counted as residents of that state, not
Minnesota. If even a fraction of Minnesotans miss this opportunity, we could
easily be left with only seven representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives,” said Gillaspy.
The State Demographic Center estimates that fewer than 3,000 people are
needed for Minnesota to retain its eight
congressional districts. Minnesota,
Gillaspy said, should also be aware of
the following:
“Usual” address
• The Census Bureau counts residents at their “usual” address.

as a P.O. Box, RFD, or Star Route.
• The United States Post Office
will not forward Census 2010 questionnaires.
The 2010 Census is critical for Minnesota. In addition to determining Congressional representation, Census information determines the allocation of more
than $400 billion in federal funding for
everything from education to transportation. The business community also

• Residents decide their own
“usual” address.
• By using their Minnesota address, Minnesotans benefit their home
state.
Questionnaires will be delivered to all addresses nationwide
• The Census Bureau will mail
questionnaires in mid-March to regular
mailing addresses (for example, 123
Elm Street).
• Minnesota snowbirds will receive a 2010 Census questionnaire at
both their Minnesota and snowbird addresses.
• The Census Bureau will handdeliver questionnaires to the addresses
of persons with non-home delivery, such

uses Census information for planning,
marketing, labor force projections, and
more.
For more information about Census
2010
in
Minnesota,
visit
www.mn2010census.org on the web,
contact Ryan Dolan at (651) 201-2479
via e-mail at ryan.dolan@state.mn.us, or
contact Barbara Ronningen at (651) 2012473
or
via
e-mail
at
barbara.ronningen@state.mn.us.

Workers needed
The U.S. Census Bureau needs you!
If you are a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years old and have
work experience, call the U.S. Census Bureau at
1-866-861-2010 or e-mail:
kansas_city_2010_recruiting@census.gov
(Pay depends on the area where you live.)
Equal Opportunity Employer

www.2010Census.Jobs.gov
Minnesota will have a Census Office in Shakopee

Open crop
insurance claim
if corn mold is
suspected

Participants enjoyed “An Evening in the Garden.”

Master Gardeners’ 2010 schedule
includes Garden Fever, Garden Tour
The Scott/Carver Master Gardeners are actively
planning programs for 2010, with a continuing focus
on the environment and food production. Watch for
further information after the first of the year about these
exciting new programs:
• Classes taught at libraries and School
District Community Education in
February, March, and April will include
presentations on small-space vegetable
gardening for beginners, preventing
vegetable pests, growing and using herbs,
pruning trees and shrubs, native plants for
sunny spaces, gardening in the shade, and
composting.

•

•

The twelfth annual Garden Fever public
outreach day is scheduled for March 20
at Shepherd of the Lake church in Prior
Lake. This event has something for
everyone, with speakers on organic food,
native wildflowers, container gardening,
garden art from willows, garden design, and
stretching your garden dollar. The day
includes two meals, wonderful camaraderie
with fellow gardeners, commercial exhibits,
and a fabulous silent auction.
Evenings in the Garden, a monthly
family event that began in 2009, will be
expanded to include presentations each
week at our teaching gardens located on the
Scott County Fairgrounds. Watch for a list

A tree planting demonstration was provided at a
2009 “Evening in the Garden.”

of topics, but expect a wide range of
experiences from seed starting through
dealing with wildlife to handling the
harvest. We expect a special Earth Day
evening, another just for kids, and one
geared to the guys in the family.
For more information about any of these programs,
contact the Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 – and save the dates! Garden Fever XII
is scheduled for Saturday, March 20, 2010 and
the Master Gardener Garden Tour is scheduled
for Saturday, July 24, 2010.

This year’s late harvest and extremely wet weather
has resulted in several problems for farmers, including the appearance of mold on the ears of standing
corn. Many farmers are asking what they need do to
make sure they comply with all crop insurance procedures for any crop loss.
If farmers suspect there is mold in their corn, they
should immediately contact their insurance agent and
open a claim before harvesting the corn. The adjuster
needs to verify whether or not Aflotoxin mold is
present. If Aflotoxin is present and verified by the insurance adjuster, a quality adjustment will be made
and a claim is paid to the farmer based upon the loss.
However, if the farmer harvests and stores the crop
without an adjuster’s verification – even if Aflotoxin
is present — the insurance company will void any
claims made by the farmer.
There have been several new strains of mold in
corn fields as a result of the wet weather, many of
which have not yet been identified. Therefore, it is
even more critical for farmers to contact their insurance agent immediately if they see mold in their corn.
If there is no Aflotoxin, the farmer can likely begin
harvest. There would be no need to leave check strips
at that point.
If farmers can proceed with harvest, it is recommended that they do so regardless of the corn moisture content. Waiting a few days for dry-down — especially if more rain occurs — may greatly increase
the mold problem. Even though it adds to the cost of
production, rapid harvest is critical. There is more information for producers on a University of Minnesota
Extension website created for producers facing late
harvest challenges at www.extension.umn.edu/
LateHarvest.
If farmers have questions about their crop insurance coverage or any procedures they need to follow,
contact the insurance provider and ask the questions
necessary to insure compliance. Doing so will enable
them to take advantage of the crop insurance protection they have purchased. If you have questions about
this or any other agriculture related programs, please
contact Laura Kieser, Ag Extension Educator, at (952)
492-5410 or e-mail her at torb0022@umn.edu.

Winter yard problems?
Call the Master Gardeners Yard and
Garden Hotline at (952) 466-5308.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Salvage yard cleanup continues
On Saturday, October 24, I was invited by Paul Nordell from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Adopt-a River Program to observe another volunteer cleanup effort at the site of the former Voss Auto Salvage yard
located in the Minnesota River flood plain on the north end of Belle Plaine. It had
been several years since I last volunteered to drag debris out of this site, and I was
glad I was asked just to greet and thank the volunteers for this event.
It was a chilly day — and the site was incredibly muddy after days of rain —
but the spirits of the volunteers were bright and sunny. After a year of site preparation with the assistance of the Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC), Paul had
organized two groups of volunteers to once again continue the cleanup of this site,
which had been an auto salvage yard and illegal dump operation for about 20
years. We had ordered the illegal dumping to stop back in the mid 1980s; however, access was impossible to control without the owner’s cooperation, and sporadic dumping continued to occur.
That all ended when the property went tax delinquent and the DNR gained
control in 1998. At that point, the City placed a locked gate on the road into the
site. We have a nice descriptive photo gallery of this site’s original condition on
the County’s website (www.co.scott.mn.us, search for “pre-cleanup”). For a nice
slide show of the recent cleanup, see: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/adoptariver/
slideshow/photogallary.html (then visit 08, 09 and recent Belle Plaine slideshows.)
For chronological aerial photos documenting land use change, you can check out
http://gis.co.scott.mn.us/ScottGIS/, where you can select maps from 1957 to 2008
to see how this area and the rest of Scott County has changed over the past 50
years. (Select “Layers” then “Aerial Imagery Layers.”)
The October 24 event was the second of two cleanup efforts this fall, the first
being held on October 3 (also coordinated by Paul Nordell). With the renewed
interest of the Minnesota Four Wheel Drive Association, Paul has been able to
reignite the cleanup efforts begun on this site by the state’s PCA in 1999.
On October 3, area citizens came together from across the metro area, including Belle Plaine. On October 24, the Minnesota Four Wheel Drive Association
mobilized their four-wheel
drive vehicles, trailers, loaders, and power winches to
pull, drag, and haul tons of
debris out of the brush. Assisted by Scott County Sentence to Serve, they hauled
out sixteen large dumpsters of
scrap metal and debris and removed about 500 to 600 old
tires of all sizes. The fourwheelers seemed to enjoy
putting their custom-modified vehicles to the challenge.
I watched one member pull a
half buried fiberglass boat out
of the brush. The partially
Photo by Deborah Herber
muffled engine of the modiThe prize of the day on Oct. 24 was this remnant
fied truck roared in super low
of a boat, making one last voyage.
gear as the boat slowly
emerged from where it was embedded in almost a foot of flood silt. In triumph,
they towed the boat to the dumpsters.
The cleanup of this site has been an ongoing effort since 1999. It will likely
continue until surface debris is entirely removed. It took 30 years of environmental abuse to create this floodplain problem, but hopefully it will take less than that
time with public funds and private volunteer efforts to clean up the silted-in mess.
The Belle Plaine City Council has joined in the restoration of this site. They
have assisted in the road repairs that have provided vehicle access for debris removals, and they provided very generous hot lunches on October 3 and 24. Belle
Plaine Mayor Tim Lies and Council Member Cary Coop were also present to thank
the volunteers and provide further support. Two local businesses, Ag Power Enterprises and Fahey Realty, donated the use of equipment. The Minnesota DNR paid
for the cost of removal of the scrap with money raised in an Adopt-a-River
fundraiser. The many tires that could hold water were disposed of by the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District. In the future, this site will become a functional
unit of the Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area and will be a valuable asset to
the area, particularly to the residents of Belle Plaine.

The Best Western Shakopee Inn placed colorful floating insulating pads on
their swimming pool, which significantly reduces energy consumption in
the pool area.

Local Inn remodels
using“green” technology
There have been a number of articles
in past SCENE editions about the need
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and
many people and businesses are responding! Recently, the Best Western
Shakopee Inn (located at the intersection
of Marshall Road and Eagle Creek Boulevard) underwent extensive renovations
to reduce their carbon footprint — so
Environmental Health officials went to
visit, and were amazed at the innovative
ways Best Western Shakopee found to
reduce its carbon output and save money
by reducing their energy consumption.
From using new technology (such as
motion detectors with light sensors) to
installing compact fluorescent and LED
lamps to replace the energy-hogging,
heat-generating incandescent lamps,
Best Western Shakopee is truly on the
cutting edge of greenhouse gas emissions. The Inn installed new Energy Star
appliances in their laundry as well as
food and beverage dispensers; and they
updated to more efficient, flat screen
televisions in rooms and LED games in
the game room. Lighting in the rooms
is also daylight balanced to improve
comfort.
But it wasn’t all high-tech. The Inn
also took advantage of simple changes,
like placing colorful floating insulating
pads on their swimming pool, which significantly reduces energy consumption
in the pool area. They also replaced their
outside underground sprinkling system
with drip irrigation to reduce water consumption. They even designed a heat
recovery system for their modern energy
efficient dryer!
To reduce the
use of toxic
chemicals,
t h e y
switched
the pool
over to a
saltwater
pool. Salt

Volunteers from the Minnesota Four Wheel Drive Association worked with Scott County Sentenced to Serve and
others on Oct. 24 to continue the cleanup of the Belle Plaine Salvage Yard.

is a compound of sodium and chlorine,
so the chlorine needed to keep the pool
sanitary actually comes from the salt. A
saltwater pool (with a chlorine generator) makes the water feel like soft water,
and your skin feels smooth — and many
people feel more refreshed. A plus? No
chlorine smell in the pool area!
Owner/manager Haren Shroff also
evaluated operational changes that could
save energy. Now, they annually remove
all of the room heating/air-conditioning
units and clean the condenser coils to
improve air flow, and thus save energy.
They also evaluated workflow for the
housecleaning staff, and improved their
management of room supplies and linens by eliminating “double handling”
through the use of a more resourceful
cart system. They even oriented the new
highly efficient linen washer and dryer
to make transfer of wet linen from the
washer into the dryer easier.
Haren and Sales Manager Nick
Galgan have found many ways to balance customer comfort and needs with
energy efficiency. They installed pinball games with LED lights that consume
considerably less energy than conventional games. Real plants will soon replace the plastic ones in the lobby,
rooms, and pool area to improve the inside atmosphere. (As plants reduce carbon dioxide emissions, plants improve
air quality and have even been proven
to reduce toxins in the air.) They replaced carpeting in the rooms that had
hot tubs and installed new carpeting that
wouldm prevent mold growth -- a common problem in rooms with hot tubs.
Going green is saving the Best Western Shakopee money while making their
hotel better for their customers… and
better for the environment. While these
changes cost the Inn extra money initially, it’s already realizing significant
payback in energy saving – and Haren
and Glagan hope that their environmentally friendly hotel will be appreciated
by guests.

Give Where You Live, the CAP
Agency’s annual fund-raising
campaign, continues through
Jan. 31. Checks can be mailed to
the CAP Agency at 712
Canterbury Road, Shakopee,
MN 55379. Credit card
donations can be made by
calling (952) 496-2125.
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Farm legal series available on
U of M Extension website

Streambank erosion repair projects are eligible for the cost share and
incentive program.

Scott WMO and SWCD offer
financial, technical assistance
to improve water quality
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO) announce the fifth year of their
joint cost share and incentive program
for water quality improvement
projects. Over 15 different water quality practices are eligible. However, the
most popular are stream bank erosion
repairs, water quality filter strips, wetland restorations, and grade
stabilizations.
Scott County, cities, townships, associations, improvement districts, and
others — including individual landowners — can submit applications for
projects and cost share funds. To be eligible, for the Scott WMO program the
land must be within the Scott WMO
boundary (see map). However, both the
Prior Lake area and the Vermillion River
areas have similar programs, and interested residents are encouraged to contact the SWCD about those programs.
Applications for the Scott WMO program are taken on a continuous basis,
and decisions will be made in April and
September 2010.
Since its beginning in 2006, 197
projects have been funded through this
program. Projects were in cooperation
with private landowners, businesses, and
municipalities. After consideration of
the landowner, state, and federal contributions, the $1.08 million provided by
the Scott WMO has been turned into
more than $2.5 million of “on-theground” water quality improvements
since the program’s inception. Landowner contributions are typically 10 to
20 percent of the project cost.
2010 EQIP Applications Due Early
in 2010
Scott County landowners are encouraged to submit 2010 applications to
USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (USDA-NRCS) located in Jor-

dan, for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Although
EQIP is offered through a continuous
signup, the first ranking and scoring period is set to begin sometime in January
or February, and usually lasts for 30 days
Practices eligible under the EQIP program include well decommissioning,
critical area planting, grade stabilization
structures, grassed waterways, nutrient
management, and others. NRCS also
operates the Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP), under which
assistance is available for habitat improvement such as prescribed burnings,
native grass plantings, and forest
plantings — and the land is not required
to have a crop history.
The 2010 WMO Cost Share program will be similar to last year, with
the addition of a couple of new eligible
practices. The new practices include
incentives for native grass harvestable
filter strips, and sensitive field borders
(harvestable) — which include edges of
fields that are not included in the filter
strip standard, such as road ditches,
drainage ditches without seasonal or
perennial stream characteristics, or other
areas deemed sensitive. In addition, the
2010 program will include focused
implementation with the Scott WMO
and Scott SWCD, approaching property
owners where there are known opportunities as occurred in 2009. Targeted
landowner meetings will be held in February 2010 based on results from the
Sand Creek Watershed study. An update on this information will be featured
in the next SCENE.
Interested parties and organizations
with potential projects can contact the
Scott SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or the
Scott WMO at (952) 496-8475 for additional information and application
materials.

MVEC makes donation to Meth Task Force
A donation of $2,500 was presented
Dec. 1 to the co-chairs of the Scott
County Meth Task Force from representatives of Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative’s (MVEC) Operation
Round Up program.
The donation was available through
the customers of MVEC who “round up”
their bill, generously donating the extra
funds to Operation Round Up. MVEC
grants donation requests quarterly from
the Operation Round Up funds. For
more information, visit their website at
www.MVEC.net under “community
link,” then click “operation round up.”

Presenting the $2,500 check from
MVEC were (left) Jeanne Zwart and
Carolyn Christopherson. Accepting
the check were Scott County
Attorney
Patrick
Ciliberto,
Commissioner Barbara Marschall,
and Sheriff Kevin Studnicka.

Farming has become more than just producing crops and livestock. Marketing and production contracts, farm leases, security interests, bankruptcy,
rights of unsecured creditors, and many other legal issues have become a
part of farming.
To assist farm families with establishing a basic understanding of many
of the legal issues that face them today, University of Minnesota Extension
is making a farm legal series available. The 16-piece series includes topics
related to termination of contract for deeds, tax considerations in liquidation
and reorganization, security interests in personal property, mortgage foreclosure, bankruptcy, production and marketing contracts, and more. All are available at no charge at http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/
businessmanagement/DF7291.html. Pieces in the series can be downloaded
individually or as a complete set. All relate specifically to Minnesota law.
The legal series was written by Phillip L. Kunkel, Jeffrey A. Peterson,
and Jessica A. Mitchell, attorneys at law with the Gray Plant Mooty Law
Firm. All the information sheets are written in easily understood terms. Each
varies in length, depending upon the subject. Some have examples and calculations included. The series is not intended to be legal advice, as each
situation differs. However, reviewing the series will give farm producers a
good, solid understanding of the basics related to each topic. If you have
questions about this or any other agriculture related programs, please contact
Laura Kieser, Ag Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5410 or e-mail her at
torb0022@umn.edu.

Scott WMO awarded
Clean Water Act funds
This summer the Scott Watershed
Management Organization (Scott
WMO) applied for and was awarded
$475,000 from the USEPA “Section 319
Grant” funds. The grant will be used for
reducing the turbidity impairment in
Sand Creek and Southwest watersheds
by implementing best management practices (BMPs).
Per the Lower Minnesota River Dissolved Oxygen (DO) Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation
Plan (completed in February 2006 by the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency),
phosphorus needs to be reduced.
Groundwater recharge and baseflows
also need to be increased. The project
not only helps the Minnesota River DO
impairment, but will also help address
local impairments. The Minnesota River
is impaired for dissolved oxygen and turbidity, while the local tributaries in the
Scott WMO are considered impaired for
turbidity and, in some cases, fish Index
of Biotic Integrity (IBI). The Scott
WMO has also been investigating the
sources of the turbidity impairment in
Sand Creek since 2007.
This newly funded project will address the turbidity impairment in Scott
County streams by providing incentives
for alternative grass crops (as filters or
as whole fields). Grasses filter phosphorus and sediment, slow runoff, and increase discharge: the grant will also provide incentives for wetland restoration
to increase the amount of distributed

storage and help moderate channel forming flows; and provide cost share for
other practices listed in the TMDL
Implementation Plan. This included
grade control, intake controls, and water and sediment basins to further reduce
phosphorus and sediment export. Part
of the grant received will be used to expand the current cost share and incentive programs by 25 percent (in addition to the ones listed here, another 12
practices are also cost-shared). The Scott
Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) and the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office staff
will lead the implementation of practices.
Community outreach efforts will
include personal invitations to property
owners where the WMO and studies
have shown stewardship is needed. Information about the project is posted on
the WMO website (www.co.scott.mn.us/
wmo). “We’ve had tremendous success this year with targeted property
owner meetings, and anticipate repeating this process under this program,”
said Paul Nelson, Scott WMO Administrator.
Water quality monitoring of Sand
Creek and its tributaries will continue
throughout the project to evaluate its
success with decreasing sediment and
phosphorus load to Sand Creek. The
project will start in 2010 with the final
report anticipated in summer of 2013.
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New credit card laws seek to
reduce student debt
Credit card changes are coming soon
By Susan Hooper, Extension Educator
“Change.” That seems to be the byline for life, and this will soon include the
arena of credit cards. Regulations within the Credit Act of 2010 will provide many
protections for consumers, beginning with clearer language in card solicitations
and billing. All news isn’t good, however, as credit card companies are moving
quickly to protect their income. Here are some consumer protections to watch for:
z You will have a longer time between receiving your bill and when payment must be returned.
z Credit card advertising and billing statements will be in a new format,
using clear statements of what it means for the consumer. Examples include: Sections clearly stating all fees associated with the card; a section on how to avoid
paying interest on purchases; and information on interest rate changes and how
your payment will be allocated.
z Minimum payment disclosure information. This section will explain
how long it will take to pay off the balance if you pay only the minimum amount
required. It will also show how long it will take if you pay more than the minimum
payment each month. The Federal Reserve Board has posted a payment calculator on the web at http://www.federalreserve.gov/creditcardcalculator/, you can visit
this site to see the effect of larger payments on the total interest you will pay.
z Regulation of over-the-limit fees. You will have the right to opt in or opt
out of allowing charges to be accepted if they take you over your credit limit. If
you opt in, you must receive notice of any fees which could be charged.
z Creditors can’t require repayment of existing balances in less than five
years.
There are exceptions allowed for these changes, so read all materials you receive from the creditor carefully.
In response to the upcoming change in rules, creditors are moving quickly to
instate fees and raise interest rates to protect their earnings. Open all letters from
your credit card companies and banks. Read what they are saying about
changes, as you may have to make timely decisions concerning each card.
Several major card issuers are looking at annual fees to use the card, some are
placing a fee if you don’t use the card often or if you pay off the balance each
month and aren’t currently paying any interest. Financial educators have always
promoted paying your bill in full to avoid interest, paying more than the minimum,
using the card sparingly as ways to stay out of debt trouble… and creditor actions
in the next few months may challenge all of these “known” methods of controlling
fees and interest.
Check http://www.federalreserve.gov/consumerinfo/consumercredit.htm often
for information about managing credit use in the future. If you decide you need to
look for a different card, you can check http://www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/shop/
survey.htm for a comparison of many top cards. If you are struggling with credit
card debt, contact Scott County/University of Minnesota Extension Educator Sue
Hooper at (952) 492-5383 or e-mail at hoop0011@umn.edu to explore ways to
work out of the problems and get information on finding credible counseling help.

Major limitations are being placed
on creditors when it comes to offering
credit to those under 21. Part of the
Credit Act of 2010, creditors will be prohibited from issuing cards to consumers
under 21 years of age without a written
application — including the signature of
a co-signer or financial information
showing an independent means of paying debt, such as pay statements. This
will make parents liable for any defaults
on credit card payments and the payment
history of the young person will affect
parents’ credit history. If the credit limit
is increased, the parent must be consulted first and agree to being jointly liable for increased debt amounts.
Institutions of higher learning will
experience significant new rules concerning credit card solicitations and advertising on campus. Creditors will no
longer be able to offer incentives such
as T-shirts on campus, near campus, or
at any campus-sponsored event. Administrators will have to be very aware of
where credit cards are being issued and
report written agreements with card

companies to their boards.
Boards will be held responsible by
requirements to report to the government
contracts with credit card companies.
The GAO will randomly review these
reports on the marketing practices.
Credit cards can be useful tools, but
far too many young people are in major
debt early in life without the jobs to support the payments. Urge students to sign
up for financial classes at their schools;
many schools are adding financial education and debt management information to their freshman orientation programs. There are also on-line sources
of credit education. Try http://
w w w. j u m p s t a r t . o rg / m d b /
jsDetail.CFM?recordid=368&search=free
for a downloadable booklet, “40 Money
Management Tips Every College Freshman Should Know.”
For more information contact Scott
County University of Minnesota Extension Education, Susan Hooper, at (952)
492-5383 or via e-mail at
hoop0011@umn.edu.

Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight

Joe Klehr
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 12th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Years in 4-H: Two years
Years as Junior Leader: Two years
Parents: Richard and Pamela Klehr
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
When the call goes out for the need of teen
teachers in the classroom, Joe is one of the first
to volunteer! This is Joe’s second year teaching,
and he is demonstrating strong leadership skills
Joe Klehr
along with being a positive role model in his community. Joe can be matched with teens that are new to teaching and he is quite
skilled at helping them learn good techniques as well as keeping the students engaged.
Joe has visited with 6th graders at St. Wenceslaus Catholic School in New
Prague, where he has been teaching the students about different social topics that
they will be facing in middle school. Joe and the students have been talking about
positive decision making, peer pressure, bullying, alcohol, refusal skills, and other
concerns the 6th graders may have. Joe is full of energy and loves to connect with
the students.

Britany Bonsante
School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 10th grader
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Taunya and Anthony Bonsante
Years in 4-H: Two years
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
Last year was Britany’s first year as a Youth
Teaching Youth Teen Teacher, and she has become
a strong leader and supporter of the program.
Britany is a natural in the classroom. She has 2nd
and 3rd graders solve conflicts through “Talking
with TJ” and has helped 4th and 5th graders to say
Britany Bonsante
no to smoking, drinking, and peer pressure.
Britany has taken time to talk to students before and after her visits to help
them become stronger individuals. Britany is a positive leader and role model to
her peers and younger members of her community.

Looking for an inexpensive adventure?
If you have time over the holidays and are seeking
an adventure for your family, check out the Museum
Adventure Pass program at the local libraries. Free
passes are available to a variety of destinations. The
program is sponsored by MELSA, local museums,
Macy’s, and the Scott County Library System.
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The people behind the raindrops… Scott County
rainfall monitors show dedication, interest in trends
When it rains, most people get out
the umbrellas and run for cover. But for
ten rainfall monitors in Scott County, it’s
time to work! These volunteers are the
behind-the-scenes precipitation recorders whose findings establish trends and
compile data for the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in
Jordan and the Minnesota State Climatology Network in Saint Paul.
“It takes dedication and accuracy to
be a monitor,” noted Jaime Rockney,
Scott SWCD Water Quality Technician,
who oversees the program. “Our monitors record data on a daily basis when it
rains or snows.”
And two of the current 10 stations
have been operated by the same people
for more than 30 years: Francis Beuch
of Spring Lake Township and the
Gruetzmacher Family of Belle Plaine
Township.
Beuch and Gruetzmacher were
among the first rain gauge monitors in
the Scott SWCD Rainfall Monitoring
Program, which started in 1978. The
other original member was past SWCD
supervisor Norman Shutrop, who retired
from observing in 2007 when he moved
to a location not suitable for monitoring
anymore. For more than 31 years – a
whopping 11,315 days of weather history in the County — the two have been
dedicated to this program.
According to Beuch, former Scott
SWCD supervisor Wally Wormer talked
him into becoming a monitor. “Because
I farm, I was already in the habit of reading my rain gauges on a daily basis, so

Francis Beuch, rainfall observer
since 1978, records data in Spring
Lake Township.

around Scott County. “Our monitors are
a vital part of the largest and most comprehensive rainfall program in the
world,” she added. “The data they provide are extremely important in helping
understand the behavior of our major
water systems due to heavy rains and
droughts.” Each of the county rain
gauges is set up in locations with at least
a 45-degree clearance of trees and structures.
“Minnesotans love talking about the
weather; it’s part of our lives,” Rockney
continued. “This year, the rainfall data
has shown extreme variations. Clyde
Lenzmeier, an observer in Shakopee
since 2006, observed 8.55 inches of rain
in August followed by only 0.5 inches
of rain total in September.”

Current rain gauge monitors in Scott County are:
Monitor (ID on map)
Francis Beuch (FB78)
Adella Gruetzmacher (AG78
Jonathon Cohen (JC86)
Chris Schwingler (CS97)
Arnold Gansen (AG98)
Albert Bisek (AB02)
Robert Kahle (RK06)
Clyde Lenzmeier (CL06)
Mary Koll (MK07)
Linda Brown (LB09)

Township/Section
Spring Lake Township/32
Belle Plaine Township/13
Spring Lake Township/3
St. Lawrence Township/26
Belle Plaine Township/31
Cedar Lake Township/31
Blakeley Township/29
Jackson Township/23
Belle Plaine Township/5
New Market Township/3

it wasn’t a big deal for me.” Beuch farms
250 acres and raises 70 cows just south
of Lydia.
His rain gauge is set up near his calf
barn on the farm, a location he walks by
daily when taking care of his animals.
He has lived in Scott County his entire
life and enjoys being part of the rain
gauge monitor program in the County.
Statistically, Beuch says he doesn’t
recall any shocking or unusual results
over the years, maybe when eight inches
of rain fell in less than 24 hours. During
the winter months, he also records how
many inches of the white stuff fall. This
measurement requires additional steps.
He explained that he simply removes the
gauge from its stand and takes it into his
barn and the snow melts while he does
the milking. By the time he’s finished
with chores, the gauge shows the melted
liquid level. All rain gauge monitors are
invited to share additional remarks
(weather conditions, temperature, et
cetera) on their monthly forms. They are

Year Started
1978
1978
1986
1997
1998
2002
2006
2006
2007
2009

also urged to observe the results at close
to the same time every day for consistency.
Adella Gruetzmacher says it’s nice
to have the “official” rainfall totals in
her family’s farming practices – when
to plant corn, when to harvest, et cetera.
Many important decisions are based on
the moisture in the soil and upcoming
weather forecasts. She and her husband
Ewald have the rain gauge set up in the
middle of their yard. She checks it at 7
a.m. every day.
The family is not new to rainfall
monitoring, having done it since the
1950s for Green Giant (Seneca Foods)
in Montgomery. Ewald’s father was the
Belle Plaine Township monitor (along
with Fred Schmidt) before Adella took
over in late 1977. She says she enjoys
her role as an observer.
According to Rockney, the Scott
SWCD staff works in partnership with
the Minnesota State Climatology Network to gather rainfall data from points

Interesting Minnesota Weather Statistics
Snow
Maximum 24-hour snowfall of 36.0 inches.....January 7, 1994 -- Finland (Lake County)
Earliest measurable snowfall of 0.3 inches .....September 14, 1964 -- International Falls
(Koochiching County)
Latest measurable snowfall of 1.5 inches .....June 4, 1935 -- Mispah (Koochiching County)
Rain
Maximum 24-hour rainfall of 15.10 inches .... August 19, 2007 -- Hokah (Houston County)
Maximum annual rainfall of 53.52 inches ....1991 -- St. Francis (Anoka County)
Longest dry spell ....79 days -- November 9, 1943-January 26, 1944 (Cities of Beardsley, Canby,
Marshall and Dawson)
Other
First recorded tornado ......1820 -- Fort Snelling
Maximum temperature ......114 degrees, July 29, 1917 -- Beardsley (Big Stone County)
114 degrees, July 6, 1936 -- Moorhead (Clay County)
Minimum temperature ...... -60 degrees, February 2, 1996 -- near Tower (St. Louis County)
Statistics from http://www.climate.umn.edu/doc/historical/extremes.htm

The Scott SWCD is looking for a
monitor in the Savage area in the
northeast part of the County. Contact
Rockney if you are interested at (952)
492-5425 or via e-mail at
jrockney@co.scott.mn.us.
SWCD staff also monitors rainfall
at the Scott County Fairgrounds near Jordan, tracking results back some 30 years.
Daily precipitation is updated on the
Scott
SWCD
website
www.scottswcd.org. Monthly precipitation totals for Scott County can be found
by clicking the link “Rainfall Monitoring Program” found under the “Programs and Services” tab. For more historic climate data dated back to 1820 in
Scott County and Minnesota, you can
http://climate.umn.edu/
visit
HIDENannual.

Adella Gruetzmacher, rainfall
observer since 1978, records data in
Belle Plaine Township.

County continues
to cut brush in
rights-of way
Scott County Highway maintenance crews will be
working throughout the County cutting brush and trimming tree limbs that are in County Highway rights-ofway. The work involved will be removing brush from
the right-of-way, and trimming tree limbs that are hanging over or growing out towards the shoulder of the
road, creating sight distant problems or covering traffic signs. They also try to keep a “clear zone” 25 feet
from the fog line for safety purposes.
To help determine the boundaries of the highway
right-of-way, a general guideline is the location of
overhead power line poles. These poles are generally
located on the outside edge of the highway’s right-ofway limits.
If you have any concerns, contact Gene Busacker
at (952) 496-8478 or Ron Robb at (952) 496-8027.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

GIS can help prepare for emergencies
Much of emergency management’s efforts are spent in trying to prepare for,
respond to, prevent, or mitigate disasters. It’s kind of like looking through a crystal
ball at times, but there are tools available that we can use to help us look at this ball
and get some good advice.
Historical data provide one of those tools. We look at past incidents when
allowing for actions we might take to minimize damage from disasters such as
floods, fires, or high winds. Recording experiences of responders or residents is
another tool we use. The folks that have experienced a disaster could provide useful information that would help us gain insight on gaps in response or recovery
efforts.
Another powerful tool available to emergency management is the system known
as GIS or Geographic Information System. GIS has proven to be very helpful
for identifying specific areas within the county such as emergency service and
electric service areas. It can also map manmade structures such as pipeline locations, railroads and transportation routes or natural features such as wetlands, lakes
and rivers. This type of information is used when developing plans such as the
County’s Hazardous Mitigation or Emergency Operations Plans, conducting
trainings, or developing maps as needed for a specific city or township.
What do we mean when we say “GIS,” and what are some of the ways emergency management use it? Simply speaking, a geographic information system is
able to capture, store, analyze, manage, and present data that are linked to a location. The GIS is able to use data from a variety of sources, such as land surveying,
aerial photography, planning and zoning, elevation, and land geography, and then
present the information in an easy-to-use and understandable format that allows
users (like emergency management planners) to create interactive searches, analyze information, edit data, and develop maps in their everyday operations.
Consumer users would likely be familiar with applications for finding driving
directions, like a GPS program on their hand-held device. GPS (Global Positioning System) is the real time location component that uses satellites to show your
current position, where-am-I-now on your device.
How will all this information be used? Once the necessary data are collected
and compiled, GIS could help calculate emergency response times in the event of
a natural disaster, help identify various hazards to a community (such as flood
prone areas), locations of hazardous materials, or identify wetlands that need protection from pollution. Using either electronic or paper maps, GIS could be used
to locate shelter for mass care, primary and secondary evacuation routes, and critical infrastructure. It can be used for visual displays that would show the impact to
traffic or predict the potential spread of disease during an outbreak.
Other uses include tracking land records, providing maps of recreational areas
such as trails, or it can show how population growth may affect a specific area.
Some agencies use GIS to map crime information. Examples of how that data
might be sorted include by agency, crime, neighborhood, address, or other variables a jurisdiction might collect.
GIS also helps local planners develop loss assessments for disasters such as
flooding. These loss estimates could include physical damage, economic losses,
or social impacts. Estimating potential damages to critical facilities, utilities, to all
types of buildings, transportation, and agricultural crops is useful for planning,
preparation, response, and mitigation activities.
Planning isn’t the only use for this type of system; we would also utilize GIS
after a disaster occurs. Plotting the path of damage from a summer storm, verifying sensitive areas threatened by a train derailment, or help with identifying neighborhoods that may need to be evacuated due to a hazardous materials release are
examples of post-disaster applications. The results could again be visualized in the
form of a map or a simulation on a computer.
Conducting searches for lost or missing people is a prime use for this type of
system. Establishing a common grid to insure all areas are covered will help air,
surface, and ground teams from different agencies work together. It might be necessary to look at and map the contours of the area that is being searched. Identifying natural features such as a pond or ravine, and developing a plan around those
types of features could be an important part of a successful and safe search strategy.
Scott County Emergency Management is very fortunate to have great GIS
team in place. So far, we have worked together for planning purposes by creating
various maps and they have helped gather data for the Emergency Operations and
Hazardous Mitigation Plans. They are also active in training and have participated
in two Emergency Operations Center exercises. GIS staff has great ideas and work
hard to make GIS a “user friendly” system. As our knowledge of the benefits of
GIS grows, I anticipate a continued partnership with the staff in this area.
To see some of the mapping abilities available through Scott County GIS, go
to the Scott County website at http://www.co.scott.mn.us. Under “E Services,”
select “GIS/Maps.” If you haven’t looked at this feature before, I encourage you to
check it out – there’s some interesting information available to you here!

Call the Scott County
Extension Office at
(952) 492-5410 to
find out more
about 4-H.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

4-H Shooting Sports holds
registration, orientation Jan. 7
Shooting Sports is a game of skill,
knowledge, practice, and concentration.
In the 4-H Shooting Sports project,
youth gain important skills that carry
over for them into the rest of their lives.
The program’s focus is on decision making, teamwork, self-discipline, building
self-confidence, and problem solving.
They also focus on safety, sportsmanship, positive relationships with peers
and adults, building awareness of career
opportunities, and strengthening connections with families through participation
in lifelong recreational activities.
The Scott County Shooting Sports
program is open to all youth ages 8 to18
and meets at the SCALE Regional Training Facility in Jordan on Thursdays from
7 to 9 p.m. If you are interested in joining the program or would like to find
out more information, please call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410 or plan to attend the Shooting Sports Orientation and Sign Up

meeting on January 7, 2010 at 7 p.m.
at the SCALE facility. Both youth and
their parents are strongly encouraged to
attend this meeting; we will be going
over rules, forms, winter schedules, and
recommended equipment lists. For
more information, please go to
www.terrywerm.com/4H.htm.
The Scott County 4-H Shooting
Sports program follows the curriculum
from the University of Minnesota Extension Program, and is taught by nationally or state-certified 4-H instructors.
These adults instruct 4-H members in
firearms safety and marksmanship, and
also wildlife curriculum.
The shooting disciplines include archery, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, and hunting. Within these disciplines, 4-H members are able to test their
shooting, hunting, and sportsmanship
skills in county, regional, and national
competitions.

The shooting disciplines taught include archery, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle,
and shotgun. Learning about wildlife is another aspect of the program.

4-H open to all youth
4-H youth development is all about
growing up and developing one’s abilities in positive ways. Youth development organizations exist to promote the
positive, healthy development of young
people. 4-H — the oldest and largest
publicly funded youth development organization — believes that there is a richness and mutual benefit in quality relationships shared between youth and caring adults along with peers and families.
In just Scott County alone, 4-H reaches
over 5000 youth and has 444 youth enrolled in community clubs.
Young people join and enjoy the 4H program because it gives them a
chance to learn new things, develop new
skills, travel to new places, experience
new situations, make new friends, and
— most of all – have fun!
4-H membership is open to all
youth, kindergarten to age 19. 4-H is
for all kids, whether they live in cities,
towns, or rural areas; whatever their race,

religion, or gender. The Scott County
4-H program has over 400 members and
100 adult volunteers!
No matter what interests you, 4-H
has the project area for you. Some
project areas to explore include photography, arts and crafts, shooting sports,
wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, wood science, small
engines, computer, lawn and landscape,
gardening, food and nutrition, animal
science, technology, and much more! 4H projects are fun, hands-on learning
activities that challenge youth to explore
different areas of interest.
The Scott County 4-H Program currently offers 4-H clubs throughout all of
Scott County in the following areas:
Shakopee, New Prague, New Market,
Belle Plaine, Prior Lake, Savage, and
Jordan. To find out how to start or join
a 4-H club in your area or for more information on 4-H, call the Scott County
Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.

Register AEDs with
Emergency Management
There are a number of automated external defibrillators (or “AEDs”) located
around Scott County. An AED is a portable electronic device that automatically
diagnoses the potentially life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias in a patient and
is able to treat him or her through
defibrillation. This electrical therapy
stops the arrhythmia, allowing the heart
to reestablish an effective rhythm.
AEDs are designed to be simple to
use for the layman, and the use of AEDs
is taught in many first aid, first responder, and basic life support (BLS)
level CPR classes.
Scott County Emergency Management has a partial list of addresses in

Scott County where these AEDs are located, but we need your help. We would
like to develop a database where these
life-saving devices can be found, and are
asking that businesses, government offices, schools, and others that have an
AED to please call or e-mail Emergency
Management with the address. We will
be developing this database and sharing
it with our County dispatch center. Having this information during a 911 call
could help save a life.
The number to call and register is
(952) 496-8181, or you may e-mail
cweldon
Chris
Weldon
at
@co.scott.mn.us or Emily Cenzano at
ezenzano@co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Library News

Volunteers make libraries
inviting, friendly places

Minnesota DNR Forester Alan Olson talked to the students about the Bisek
woods’ origin and other tree trivia.

Students attend Scott
SWCD-sponsored
Outdoor Education Days
The Bisek Woods became an outdoor classroom again this fall, as 13
schools from Scott County attended the
Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District’s annual Outdoor Education
Days.
Participating schools – 1,079 students and 92 teachers and chaperones –
included Oak Crest, Our Lady of the
Prairie, and Trinity Lutheran (Belle
Plaine); Eagle Creek, Pearson, Shakopee
Area Catholic, Sun Path, Red Oak, and
Sweeney (Shakopee); Marion Savage
(Savage); St. Wenceslaus and Falcon
Ridge (New Prague); and Eagle View
(Elko New Market).
Once again, Minnesota Valley Electric in Jordan supplied funding for the
children’s milk break from the seven
learning stations: mosquito control,
wildlife, water cycle, forestry, plants,
soils, and environmental health.
This program, held at the Bisek
Brothers’ 10-acre woods northeast of
New Prague, is in its 24th year. During
the two-hour program, the students took
a closer look at mosquitoes and other
bugs; played “Jeopardy” questions about

Minnesota animals and plants; rolled
large, square-shaped dice to help them
better understand the water cycle;
learned about coniferous and deciduous
tree varieties in the woods; played bingo,
with game boards identifying parts that
make up edible plants; got their hands
dirty while examining the various soil
types in the soils pit; and enjoyed a lighthearted, interactive performance by
CLIMB Theatre actors about recycling.
Each fall, this event is sponsored by
the Scott SWCD in cooperation with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Metropolitan Mosquito Control,
the Department of Natural Resources,
the Department of Agriculture, the Minnesota Forestry Association, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife, the City of Shakopee, Prior
Lake/Spring Lake Watershed District,
the Minnesota Master Naturalist Program, Scott/Carver Master Gardeners,
Scott County Extension Service, and
Scott County Environmental Health.
For more information on the Outdoor Education Day program, call Diane
Hrabe at the Scott SWCD office, (952)
492-5425.

Are you interested in volunteering
at a Scott County library? There are several ways to that you can become involved. One way is to join your local
Friends of the Library. The Friends
groups raise money so that the libraries
can offer special programs for children,
teens, and adults. They also advocate for
the libraries in their local communities.
In general, they help the library system
by enriching the library experience for
the residents of Scott County.
Working through Jane Wiley, the
Scott County Volunteer Coordinator,
volunteers help the library staff in many
ways. Currently, we have volunteers who
“adopt” a shelf of books and help keep
them in order. Volunteers help create bulletin boards and prepare materials for
story times and other programming. Volunteers clean DVDs and CDs to prolong
their useful life, help students (and parents) with homework, assist with the
operation of the Summer Reading Program, and help provide reading materials for the jail.
There are two new areas in which
we are hoping to develop volunteer opportunities. The first is as a computer
aide to assist the public. Many of the
people who are now using the public
computers in our libraries are not familiar with the computers, with the Internet,
or with some of the software that are
available in the libraries. Many of our
libraries could use patient volunteers
with good communication skills to assist customers who ask for help when
using our computers.
The Scott County libraries are seeing an increase in the number of people
using our libraries for the first time, or
returning after a long absence. Just imagine coming into a strange environment
and having someone who would greet
you, and guide you to the right desk, the
right person, or the right place in the library. Imagine that there is someone to
help you with the catalog, the copy machine, or the Express Checkout. You
could be the volunteer who helps the
staff make all of our customers feel welcome and competent.
If you are interested in volunteering
at the Scott County Library System, call
your library to find out about volunteer
opportunities, and sign up to be a Scott
County volunteer with Jane Wiley.
If you have any questions about volunteering, or about anything else, please
call or visit a Scott County library or visit
our website at www.scott.lib.mn.us.

Holiday books available
Looking for a great holiday book to
get you in the seasonal spirit? Check
out some of these great titles, all available at your local Scott County library!

Actors Elizabeth and Sarah from CLIMB Theatre presented recycling
information at the environmental health station during a light-hearted,
interactive performance.

Christmas Tree, by David Martin
(songs)
Curious George: Christmas
Countdown, by Tish Rabe (Easy
Children’s)
Christmas Jars Reunion, by Jason F.
Wright
The Christmas Cookie Club, by Ann
Pearlman (Large Print)
A Creed Country Christmas, by Linda
Miller
A Christmas Blizzard, by Garrison
Keillor
Home in Time for Christmas, by
Heather Graham
Plum Pudding Murder, by Joanne
Fluke (Large print)
The Nutcracker and the Mouse King,

Local libraries have holiday books
available to read to children, plus
many more for adults.

by E.T.A. Hoffman (Easy Children’s)
Knit the Season, by Kate Jacobs
Lakeshore Christmas, by Susan Wiggs
A Wish for Christmas, by Thomas
Kinkade
Wishin’ and Hopin’: A Christmas
Story, by Wally Lamb
The Christmas List, by Richard Paul
Evans
A Classic Christmas: Spiritual
Reflections, Timeless Literature, and
Treasured Verse and Scripture, by
Mark Gilroy (Nonfiction)
Reindeer Crunch and Other Christmas
Recipes, by Kristi Johnson
Candlelight for Rebecca, by
Jacqueline Dembar Greene (Juvenile
Fiction)
A Virgin River Christmas, by Robin
Carr (Large Print)
A Blue and Gray Christmas, by Joan
Medlicott (Joan Avna)
Primera Navidad, by Alastair
Macdonald (Spanish, Easy Children’s)
A Season of Gifts, by Richard Peck
(Juvenile Fiction)
The Christmas Genie, by Dan Gutman
(Juvenile Fiction)
Ex-Mas, by Kate Brian (Young Adult
Fiction)
The Twelve Days of Christmas in
Minnesota, by Constance Van Hoven
(Easy Children’s)
On this Special Night, by Claire
Freedman (Easy Children’s)
Auntie Claus, Home for the Holidays,
by Elise Primavera (Easy Children’s)
Hoppy Hanukkah! By Linda Glaser
A Pinata in a Pine Tree: A Latino
Twelve Days of Christmas, by Pat
Mora (Easy Children’s)
The Gingerbread Pirates, by Kristin
Kladstrup (Easy Children’s)
That’s Good! That’s Bad! On Santa’s
Where Teddy Bears Come From, by
Mark Burgess (Easy Children’s)
Grumpy Badger’s Christmas, by Paul
Bright (Easy Children’s)
Hanukkah Mice, by Steven Kroll
(Easy Children’s)
Where is Baby’s Driedel? By Karen
Katz (Children’s Board Books)
Seven Days of Kwanzaa, by Ella Grier
(Nonfiction)
Scott County Library System
(all 952 area code)
Administration
707-1760
Belle Plaine Library
873-6767
Elko New Market Library 461-3460
Jordan Library
492-2500
New Prague Library
758-2391
Prior Lake Library
447-3375
Savage Library
707-1770
Scott County Law Library 496-8713
Shakopee Library
233-9590
Renewal Line
890-9184

Page 12 Scott County SCENE December 2009/January 2010

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Extra caution required to deal with winter hazards
Like it or not, Old Man Winter is upon us. It’s
time to break out the shovels, snow blowers, ice scrapers, and winter coats, hats, and gloves. Scott County
Highway staff has been busy filling the salt shed, installing plows and sanders, and getting ready for snow
and ice control on our County highways. This season,
Scott County will have 20 trucks running on nine plow
routes throughout the County, with a normal start time
of 3:00 a.m. (so the roads can be open as soon as possible in time for the morning commute). At times, the
snowfall will be too heavy for highway crews to get to
bare pavement while the snow is falling – but they
will stay at it until they get those pavements wet and
free of slippery spots. Scott County will again be using treated salt this season. This product has proven
to reduce our total salt use by 30 percent and to work
relatively faster and at colder temperatures than straight
road salt.
You can also do your part by following these tips:
1. Remember to allow extra time to get to
and from work on days that it is snowing.
If you try to hurry your chances of a crash
are much greater.

2. Don’t ever drive into a snow cloud! The
back of a plow truck is a lot harder and
heavier than you’d think – and you do not
want to experience it directly. Highway
crews plow as fast as they safely can, but
you should expect speeds of 15 to 25 miles
per hour at best.
3. Pack extra warm clothes in the car, some
blankets, and a few candy bars for good
measure. And remember: It is always best
to stay in your car if you slide off the road
or get stuck.
4. Carbon monoxide poisoning is deadly.
Do not run your car to stay warm if you do
get stuck.
5. Make sure the children do not build
snow forts next to the road. It’s not just
an issue of visibility -- a snowplow could
collapse a snow fort, with serious
consequences for the potential occupants.
6. Don’t allow children to use the road
slopes for sliding. As you’ll probably
remember from your own youthful days,

Keeping your driveway clear of snow
This winter, as usual, both County plows and local homeowners will be out trying to clear away snow
as quickly as possible after a storm ends. Just as
certain as the storms that will come is the fact that
some homeowners will be displeased because we
have plowed their already-cleared driveways full of
snow again.
Scott County Public Works would like to be able
to leave each driveway meticulously clear, but doing
this would mean they could never finish plowing the
public roads in a reasonable time. With your cooperation, this inconvenience can be minimized.
The sketch shows how you can clear your driveway to reduce the possibility you will find yourself
snow-bound again after the plow passes. If you
shovel snow in the direction of traffic and also
make a pocket next to your driveway, as shown,
snow accumulations on the plow will dump into that
pocket and less will go into the driveway opening.

Free online workshop helps
farmers understand financial world
The University of Minnesota’s Center for Farm
Financial Management has created a new online workshop series titled “Interpreting Financial Statements and
Measures (IFSaM)” to help agricultural producers understand and use common financial statements and
measures.
As agriculture becomes more and more complex,
farm and ranch managers need to understand and communicate in the financial world. “One of the unique
things about agriculture is that most ‘ag’ producers are
also their own chief financial officers,” said Dale
Nordquist, an Extension economist and workshop cocreator with Bob Craven, also an Extension
economist. “IFSaM will teach producers the basics of
interpreting the four major financial statements and
the 21 financial measures recommended by the Farm
Financial Standards Council.”
IFSaM is a series of online videos that producers

can work through at their own pace. Each session provides benchmarks, based on actual farms, that producers can use to evaluate their financial position and their
financial performance. Case farm examples are used
to bring the data to life. There are also optional “test
your knowledge” quizzes at the end of each session. In
total, there are more than 2½ hours of information.
Best of all, IFSaM is free. This series was created
with funding from the North Central Risk Management Education Center.
http://
IFSaM
can
be
found
at
www.extension.umn.edu/AgBusinessManagement on
the University of Minnesota Extension website. If you
have questions about this or any other agriculture related programs, please contact Laura Kieser, Ag Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5410 or e-mail her at
torb0022@umn.edu.

7.

8.

9.

10.

it’s hard – if not downright impossible -- to
stop the sled if a car comes along.
Direct children to stand on a flat surface
while waiting for the school bus. It’s
scary, but true: Little ones can easily slide
under a bus.
If your vehicle has all-wheel or fourwheel drive, remember they do not stop or
turn any better on snow and ice than a twowheel drive vehicle.
Do not plow your driveway snow onto
the roadway. Plowing your snow on or
across the public roads is a violation of
state statute and can create a serious safety
problem for motorists.
Check out your mailbox support. If the
post is rotted, get it replaced. Mailbox
supports, by County Ordinance, must be no
larger than a 4 x 4 post (16 square inches).
Scott County sells a safety-tested and
MnDOT-approved swing away safety steel
post. Contact Public Works at (952) 4968346 to purchase one.

New de-icing options
offer lower
environmental impact
Over the past few years, skyrocketing salt prices
have caused many local governments to search for
better ways to keep their roads safe for winter driving
without draining their operating budgets or raising
taxes. Fortunately, several companies are stepping
forward with improved products for winter deicing.
The latest player in this exciting new field had very
humble beginnings. A scientist at an Eastern European vodka factory noticed that the pond behind the
distillery never froze over, even on the coldest of winter nights. Upon further study, he realized that the
phenomenon was caused by the sugary leftover “swill”
that collects in the pond. So the scientist sat down,
determined to figure out a way to turn that waste into a
usable product. And thus did this mix of magnesium
chloride and the remains of plants that were used to
make liquor become “Magic Minus Zero,” the latest
of several new de-icing chemicals available. These
new de-icing chemicals have had quite an impact already. Several agencies across the U.S. have reported
using up to 40 percent less salt for treating their roadways when compared to previous years!
But there is even more good news to this story:
Using these new compounds also offers a lower environmental impact. These new compounds, which are
made from leftover agricultural byproducts, are less
corrosive than rock salt.
In addition to Magic Minus Zero, several other
new de-icing products made from agricultural
byproducts have been recently introduced. For example, “SnowSlicer” contains a blend of natural salt
crystals and corn processing byproducts, and
“Geomelt” is made from the byproducts of sugar beet
processing. Both of these products claim to work more
quickly and efficiently than pure salt alone, and at lower
temperatures.
In Scott County, various products and mixtures are
being tested -- ones that reduce application rates while
also working better at cold temperatures...a bonus for
both taxpayers and the environment.

Applications being accepted for Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office will once again
host the Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy to provide information to participants so they can make informed decisions about police activity. Mutual understanding
can help dispel suspicions and misconceptions as well
as increase sheriff’s office/community rapport through
the educational process. In turn, the Sheriff’s Office
becomes more aware of the feelings and concerns of
the community through input from the participants.
Citizens’ Academy participants are given a realistic view of the Scott County Sheriff’s Office. Members of the Sheriff’s Office teach the academy, with
personnel highlighting and discussing their areas of
expertise. During the nine-week program, citizens

learn about a wide variety of topics, including:
• Use of force, deadly force, defensive tactics, and
the SWAT team.
• 911 dispatch and communications, including a
tour of the 911 dispatch center.
• Drug enforcement and crime scene investigation.
• Simulated shoot/don’t shoot training.
• DUI enforcement, with an interactive controlled
drinking and testing session.
• Corrections with tours of the facilities.
• Use of K9 officers.
Classes will run from 7 to 10 p.m. on Monday
evenings, starting Jan. 25 and continuing for nine

weeks. Applicants must be 18 years of age or older,
and live or work in Scott County. Participants must
agree to allow the Scott County Sheriff’s Office to run
a criminal background check to ensure safety and security. A criminal record does not necessarily disqualify an applicant. In addition, participants should
plan to attend all or most of the sessions. Class size is
limited.
For more information and an application, check
out the Scott County web at www.co.scott.mn.us. From
there, click on “Public Safety,” “Sheriff,” and then
“Community Programs.” You may also contact Deputy
Mary Hensel at (952) 496-8722 or
mhensel@co.scott.mn.us.
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

New crime scene vehicle aids officers
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has expanded its crime scene abilities by
acquiring a donated ambulance this past July. The ambulance was donated by
Allina Medical Transportation, and then converted to function as a crime scene
vehicle by the Sheriff’s Office Crime Scene Unit. The Crime Scene vehicle will be
used to aid in processing major crime scenes.
Prior to the acquisition of the
Crime Scene vehicle, members
carried some equipment in their
squad cars and the rest of the
equipment was stored in the Evidence Lab at the Sheriff’s Office.
Now, all of the equipment necessary to process a major scene
is centrally located in the vehicle,
which will be housed at the
Sheriff’s Office. This equipment
includes digital cameras, video
cameras, trajectory analysis
The Scott County Sheriff’s Department has tools, power tools, exterior lightconverted an ambulance donated by Allina
ing, measuring devices, evidence
Medical Transportation into a crime scene
packaging materials, and casting
vehicle.
supplies. Crime Scene Unit
members will continue to carry basic processing equipment in their squad cars for
responding to less involved crime scenes. This new vehicle will allow the Crime
Scene Unit to operate in a more effective and efficient manner.
Traditionally, items collected at a crime scene would be documented by hand
writing what was collected at the crime scene. The Crime Scene vehicle is now
equipped with a laptop computer, printer, and specialized software which allows
proper documentation of the evidence collected at a scene. The Crime Scene vehicle also allows evidence at a large crime scene to be gathered and transported by
the vehicle, thus ensuring the evidence does not get contaminated.
The Scott County Sheriff’s Office has established the Crime Scene Unit to
help other law enforcement agencies within Scott County gather evidence at crime
scenes. The Unit has the capabilities to process most crime scenes, excluding
homicides. This service is available to all law enforcement agencies within Scott
County free of charge. The Crime Scene Unit can either process the entire scene,
or assist another agency with certain aspects of processing.

Mother/daughter Patrol team
Mary Beth Jallen has been a member of the Mounted Patrol since 2006. She
joined because she enjoys working with horses and serving the community.
She loves the program so much, when Scott County started a Junior Posse
program, she talked her daughter Emily into trying out. Now, both mother
and daughter share the two horses that have qualified for the group. Although
Mary Beth will admit to being an especially protective mother, she loves
having her daughter around while working the fair and participating in
parades. Another brand new mother/daughter team in the group is Lisa Ohm
and Rachel Menke.

Tips for seeking credible information
about financial housing issues
Calls for financial information and
help often mention all the advertisements
and telemarketing for financial counseling and help. Consumers need to be very
wary of these offers, certainly before
giving out any personal information.
Here are some credible sources of housing help:
• Minnesota Home Ownership
Center: www.hocmn.org. Foreclosure

prevention resources.
• Federal Reserve Board:
www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/heloctips/
default.htm. Five tips for dealing with
a home equity line freeze or reduction.
• Office of the Minnesota Attorney
General/publications:
www.ag.state.mn.us. Publications on
avoiding scams and evaluating marketing.
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Historical Society has
busy calendar of events
Scott County Historical Society -Searching, saving, and sharing the history and cultural heritage of Scott
County through engaging exhibits,
hands-on activities, exciting events, and
more!

ily history, but don’t know where to
start? Learn helpful tips and get started
right! Class taught by Betty Dols, local
genealogist. Fee of $15 includes class,
handouts and admission to the Stans
Museum. Register through Shakopee
Community Education.
Sparkles and Spangles: January
23 at 1:00 p.m. Private tour of the new
Properly Dressed exhibit, which highlights women’s formalwear from the late
1880s to the present. After the tour,
noted jewelry maker Kelsey Lampert
will teach participants how to make a
necklace with matching earrings and
bracelet. All tools and materials provided. Participants will take home new
jewelry, jewelry making tools, and other
items. Registrations are required through
Shakopee Community Education, $35
fee.

Book a Guided Tour … of the new
Read All About It!: 1950 Scott County
Headlines exhibit. Immerse yourself in
the “Fabulous Fifties” through Scott
County newspapers – from Queen Candidates to the Cold War. This exhibit
has loads of information, and several
hands-on activities. Tour guides offer a
wealth of information and an in-depth
look into exhibit topics, and can be tailored to fit your needs. Call (952) 4450378 for more info.
Teachers! SCHS offers a new “Immigrant Trunk” program for K-3rd grade
students, introducing kids to historical
resources and a fun and engaging
complement to the regular history curriculum. For school groups that prefer
to come to the museum, expanded versions of both programs involving additional hands-on artifacts are available.
To book a program at your school, or to
schedule a visit to the museum and historic Stans House, please contact us at
(952)
445-0378,
or
e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org. The cost
for school programs is $2 per student,
plus mileage.
Christmas Teas: This year, enjoy a
special German-themed tea in the Stans
House with ethnic food, a craft, and a
special prize. Adult tea will be held
December 10, girls teas on December
12 and 17. Space is limited, so reservations are required. Tickets: $15 (or $10
for SCHS Members).
Coffee Conversations: Take part
in informal conversations the first
Wednesday of each month beginning
January 2010 on a
variety of topics from
noon to 1:00 p.m.
Free for SCHS Members, $4 for adults, $2
for students. Call the
Scott County Historical Society for details at (952) 445-0378.
· January 6 — 1950s Music
(Rock-n-roll, jazz, polka — what was
popular in Scott County?)
· February 3 — Cold War (“Spies
among us” — what started the Cold War,
and did it ever end?)
· March 6 — 1950s Films (“Big
Splash” musicals, Westerns, dramas —
we’ll cover it all!)
Genealogy 101: January 9, 10:00
a.m. Want to learn more about your fam-

Kids’ Kraft: “Winter Wake Up!”
January 30 at 10:30 a.m. Hear a wonderful storybook and make a craft –
wonderful family fun. Free, but registrations are required. Story - Great Day
for Up by Dr. Seuss, Craft - Make wind
socks.
Valentine’s Teas: February 13, Enjoy tea, scrumptious treats, and a Victorian era program in celebration of
Va l e n t i n e ’ s
Day! Dressed
in period authentic clothing
and set against
the backdrop of
the historic
Stans House,
presenter, Jaclyn Theis, will explore
courtship during the Victorian age
through the “Language of the Flower”.
Tea and treats will follow the program.
Two tea times offered at 10:30 a.m. (register through Shakopee Community
Education) and 1:30 p.m. (register
through Prior Lake/Savage Community
Education). Registrations required,
small fee charged, discount for Scott
County Historical Society members.
All Things Minnesota Book Club:
Meets at 6:30 p.m., on the third Thursday of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters –
Crochet/Knitters Welcome Too! –
Meets the fourth
Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm.
Bring
your
needles, yarn,
fabric, and trim
for a fun evening
of needlecraft. Beginners through masters welcome! All handcrafters welcome!
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for some
events. Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.
Become a Member!
Membership benefits include:
Free admission to the museum, research
library, and select programs; 100 percent
tax deductible; quarterly Connections
newsletter; 10 percent discount on copies and museum store purchases; invitations to special events, exhibit openings,
and lectures; and preservation support
of Scott County history!
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA extends “Agent Orange” benefits to
veterans with three more illnesses
Relying on an independent study by the Institute of Medicine (IOM), Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs Eric K. Shinseki decided to establish a service connection
for Vietnam veterans with three specific illnesses based on the latest evidence of
an association with the herbicides referred to Agent Orange. The illnesses affected
by the recent decision are B cell leukemias, such as hairy cell leukemia; Parkinson’s
disease; and ischemic heart disease.
Used in Vietnam to defoliate trees and remove concealment for the enemy,
Agent Orange left a legacy of suffering and disability that continues to the present
day. Between January 1965 and April 1970, an estimated 2.6 million military
personnel who served in Vietnam were potentially exposed to Agent Orange.
In practical terms, Veterans who served in Vietnam during the war and who
have a “presumed” illness don’t have to prove an association between their illnesses and their military service. This “presumption” simplifies and speeds up the
application process for benefits.
The Secretary’s decision brings to 15 the number of presumed illnesses recognized by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). “We must do better reviews of
illnesses that may be connected to service, and we will,” Shinseki added. “Veterans who endure health problems deserve timely decisions based on solid evidence.”
Other illnesses previously recognized under VA’s “presumption” rule as being
caused by exposure to herbicides during the Vietnam War are:
• Acute and subacute transient peripheral neuropathy
• AL amyloidosis
• Chloracne
• Chronic lymphocytic leukemia
• Diabetes mellitus (Type 2)
• Multiple myeloma
• Hodgkin’s disease and Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
• Porphyria cutanea tarda
• Prostate cancer
• Respiratory cancers, and
• Soft tissue sarcoma (other than osteosarcoma, chondrosarcoma, Kaposi’s
sarcoma, or mesothelioma)
For additional information about Agent Orange disabilities and other VA services and programs, please call our office at (952) 496-8176.

A SOLDIER’S CHRISTMAS
’Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this little house lived.
As I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No stockings by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures of far distant lands.
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,
A sobering thought came through my mind.
For this house was different, it was dark and dreary,
The home of a soldier, I could now see clearly.
The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
Not how I picture a United States Soldier.
Was this the hero of whom I’d just read?
Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?
I realized the families that I saw this night,
owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.
Soon round the world, the children would play,
and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.
I couldn’t help wondering how many lay alone,
on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,
I dropped to one knee and started to cry.
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,
”Santa don’t cry, for this life is my choice.
I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,
My life is my God, my country, my corps.”
The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep,
I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,
as we both shivered from the cold night’s chill.
I didn’t want to leave, on that cold, dark night,
this guardian of honor, so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,
whispered, “Carry on Santa... It’s Christmas Day... All is secure.
One look at my watch, and I knew he was right,
Merry Christmas my friend... and to all a Good Night.
~ Author Unknown *~

Costumed characters greet visitors at the seasonally decorated historic
homes during the Folkways of the Holidays event taking place at the Landing
(formerly Murphy’s Landing) in Shakopee. There are also crafts and folk art
performances to enjoy.

News from Three Rivers Park District

Parks feature holiday traditions,
skiing, snowmobiling, dogsledding
December and January
Programs at the Landing –
Minnesota River Heritage
Park in Shakopee
Folkways of the Holidays
Saturdays and Sundays in
December, December 5 to 27; 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays; 11 a.m. to
4 p.m., Sundays
Discover the holiday traditions of
19th Century Minnesotans. Attractions
include trolleys pulled by Percheron
horses, costumed interpreters, tours of
homes with culturally distinct decorations, crafts, and folk art performances.
Dress for the weather —you will be
walking among buildings and riding the
horse-drawn trolley. Last admission one
hour before close. Ages 12 and up,
$8.50; ages 2 to 11 and seniors, $7. Children under 2 free.
Entertainment performances begin
at the Town Hall:
Dec. 12 -- Curtis and Loretta
Dec. 13 -- St. Paul Czech and
Slovak Dancers
Lara Swanson (harpist)
Dec. 19 -- Village Christmas Pageant
Live Reindeer Display
(11 a.m.-3 p.m.)
Dec. 26 -- Closed
Dec. 27 -- Larry Greenstein
(fiddle player)
Caroling in the Village
Friday, December 18
5 to 8 p.m.
Folkways by Candlelight
Celebrate the holiday season with an
evening visit to the 1800s village of
Eagle Creek. Candlelight will lead the
way to homes on the Town Square where
costumed residents will share their holiday traditions; join the carolers as they
walk the village streets. Stop by and see
the Christmas Pageant in the Town Hall
(at 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.), and enjoy live
music performed by Butternut Squash.
Park and enter from the West Entrance.
Dress for the weather and a winter
evening stroll. Ages 2 and up, $7; children under 2 free.

Winter at MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve
Cross-country ski trails (12 miles/
19.4K) -- These challenging, groomed
trails are for advanced-level skiing and
ski-skating. The trails have a reputation
for challenge and exhilaration, featuring
steep uphill grades and downhill runs

through thick woods. Located in the
northeastern part of the park reserve,
trails are open from sunrise until sunset.
A daily or annual Three Rivers Park District ski pass is required. Call (763) 5596700 for more information.

Snowmobile trail (4 miles; no
trailer parking) -- This stretch of trail
provides a connection across the southern edge of the park to an outside snowmobile trail system.

Skijoring/dogsledding trail (3
miles) - The designated trail is shared
with horseback riders (no snowmobiles)
and is open daylight hours. The trail is
not packed. Use of the skijoring trails
requires a special-use permit. Call (763)
559-6700 for more information.

About Three Rivers
Park District
Three Rivers Park District is a natural resources-based park system that
manages park reserves, regional parks,
regional trails, and special-use facilities
in the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The
Park District offers facilities for every
season, including picnicking, swimming,
creative play, boating, fishing, downhill
skiing, snowboarding, golf, camping,
and sledding; extensive trails for hiking,
biking, in-line skating, horseback riding,
cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing,
as well as program sites for nature, recreation, historic, and farm education.
Three Rivers Park District’s mission
is to promote environmental stewardship
through recreation and education in a
natural resources-based park system.
The Park District owns and operates over
27,000 acres and serves more than 5
million visitors a year.
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Veterans of WWII share stories for upcoming book
Greetings, SCENE readers,Here’s an update on
the book I’m writing about our Scott County’s World
War II veterans. I have finished interviewing every
veteran who contacted me. At this time, the book will
contain the stories of 73 veterans. Now the task is to
write the book. Reserve your copy by contacting Kathy
at 235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee, MN, 55379 or (952)
445-0378 or kklehr@scottcountyhistory.org.
Tom Melchior

One night, I was talking with the machine gunners, and I said, “You know, I’d like to get a flesh
wound and go back, and while you guys are up here
fighting, I can be having fun with the nurses.” The next
day, we were into some heavy fighting and I had used
up all my ammunition. I was hollering at the two guys
that were carrying bandoliers for me to come up and
get me some ammunition, and they weren’t moving. I
guess I swore and hollered, and I got up and I went
back—I left my gun there—only about ten yards, to
grab the bandoliers and they were dead. As I turned
around, two Germans got up and they had me cold.
The machine gunners killed ’em, and they hollered,
“El, that’s not the way to get a flesh wound.” I followed the rules and I never left my gun up front; it was
with me all the time. In Italy, the life expectancy was
two and a half days.

Melvin Doherty: New Prague -- Melvin
Doherty was born on July 3, 1920. He served
in the Seabees from November 22, 1942, to
January 1, 1946. (no photo)

Ray McCormick
Belle Plaine
Ray McCormick was born on August 3,
1922. At 0600 (6:00 a.m.) on June 6, 1944,
Ray’s ship carried troops to Utah Beach at
Normandy.
They briefed us. They didn’t tell the ship’s crew,
they just told us on the landing barges. They expected
more casualties than there were. They said there’ll probably be forty to fifty percent casualties. We went into
Utah Beach at seven o’clock that morning on June the
6th.
We had a lot of enemy fire when we went in. Those
big shells were exploding around us, but we weren’t
hit. I was in the back. I had a 30-caliber machine gun
and a carbine and a 45. My friend turned around and
he says, “Mickey, do you think we’ll ever live to see
our grandchildren?” He didn’t get killed. I stopped to
see him in Boston, and he don’t [sic] have too many
grandchildren. I mentioned that to him.
We went in at seven in the morning. I dropped the
ramp and the troops would run off. I’d crank it up as
quick as I could, and we’d be backing off. We’d go
back and pick up another bunch of soldiers and back
out again and into the beach again and again and again.

Dick Dennig, Shakopee
Dick Dennig was born on January 21,
1921. He joined the Navy in 1938 at 17. Dick
was taken prisoner when the Japanese invaded
Corregidor.
The Japanese came over in their boats, and their
crews and their soldiers and everything else, and they
took over Corregidor. There’s nothing we could do.
They made us all stand still in lines. They took every
watch, every coin, or every bill you had in your pocket.
We had pesos and they took it all away from us. If we
had a decent belt or something, they took that, too.
They just took clothes they wanted to take.
They put us in the airport that was on Corregidor.
That was nothing but hot sun, and no water.
We took water out of heavy equipment that was
on the airport as they were using ’em. We drained the
water out of the radiators and we drank it. That kept us
alive because there was one faucet of fresh water on
that whole air strip. If you wanted one, you had to
stand in a line that was 500 guys long and wait. We
took the water out of the machinery, and we did it for
two reasons: One, we wanted it [to drink]; second, we
knew the Japanese would want it [to operate the equipment] but they couldn’t operate it. We drained gas out,
too. The Japanese got no use out of anything there.
Raymond J. Kreuser: Jordan -- Ray
Kreuser was born on February 14, 1908. He was
drafted into the Army in September of 1942.
(No photograph)

Elio “El” Guidarelli
Savage
Elio “El” Guidarelli was born on November 25, 1923. El served in the 88th Infantry
Division.

under there that night.
The next morning, bright and early, we got orders
to get everything ready to move across the Rhine. We
got down there and they had a pontoon bring us across.
I think we was [sic] the first ones in there when they
crossed the Rhine. The day before they was [sic]
droppin’ in them gliders from the airplanes. The day
was full of airplanes. All day Saturday, if there was
one plane, you hardly see the sun the way they were
flying in there and dropping off all them soldiers in
there.
The next morning when we come right across the
Rhine, they had most of the [dead] Americans all
picked up already. They had rows along the road maybe
200 feet long and about four foot high. [They were]
all wrapped up in sheets. There was half a mile [of]
American soldiers that were hit around there and killed.
Somebody was telling me that there was a report that
we lost 60,000 men that day. I believe it the way they
was [sic] piled up there.
Then they gave the captain the wrong directions
and we got on the wrong road. We were in there a
couple miles and here we were right up to the front
where the soldiers were strung out in trenches, shootin’
at one another. The bullets was [sic] flying. We was
[sic] trying to get truck over the road. Every once and
awhile you could feel the wind from bullets goin’ over
your head. That’s how close they was [sic], but nobody got hit.

After it got dark, we had to go down and dig a
hole. We had to lay in C-rations for supper and set up
a kitchen, so we could make breakfast the next morning. But then we moved up the line a ways. I don’t
know how far. The captain said, “Dig that hole about
12 feet square and sand bag it up. Put your stove in so
we can make breakfast tomorrow morning.” Just before [we finished], I heard a plane. I know it was a
German plane. I didn’t hear it anymore, and I thought
that it must have gone the other way. It couldn’t have
been more than five minutes and then and then there’s
that plane coming. It just come right square over that
hole and opened up with both machine guns. The tracer
rounds were just like fire around there. If he had been
over about ten feet further either way, he’d a got both
of us. We went up and got the both ends of the kitchen
stove and stuck that against the wall. Both of us crawled

I was running Cats, scrapers, whatever. We had a
dragline, and we’d throw the bucket out into the ocean,
and we’d pick up coral. Then we’d swing it over and
dump it on a pile. We had a big horseshoe into the bay.
You got so you could swing [the bucket] out 40, 50
feet, using both feet and both hands on the controls.
The boom was 25, 30 feet, maybe higher.
You had to have dexterity in both because you had
three levers and two breaks. It took me a little while to
get used to that. I never was on one of them. You’re at
the boom and you had one cable comin’ down to the
bucket. You got one to pull the bucket. When you
swung her, you could swing her and then the bucket
would fall. Then you’d pull the lever to pull it in towards you. You get it up maybe four, five feet from
the machine. Then you’d lift it, swing the machine over,
and dump it on the pile. It took me a little while to get
used to that.

Stans Museum/Scott County
Historical Society
235 Fuller St. S., Shakopee,
952-445-0378
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday,
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Thursday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.;
and Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Changes coming to HHW programs
In an effort to offer more efficient
service to Scott County residents, our
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
program is making a few small changes
this year.
Over the years, the Scott County
HHW program has received requests
from residents to be open an additional
day each week, to make recycling your
hazardous chemicals and problem materials more convenient. In response to
these requests, we are pleased to announce the addition of a new day to our
operating schedule! The Scott County
HHW Facility is now open to serve you
during the following days and times:

a standard car trunk (microwave, small
window AC, dehumidifier, dorm fridge,
et cetera): $10
• Large (stove, refrigerator,
washer, dryer, large AC, et cetera): $20
• Unique (gas refrigerator, RV
appliances, commercial appliances, et
cetera): Special prices will apply for
these items; visit our web site for more
information.
Tires:
• Passenger car tires: $3
($5 with rim)
• Light truck tires: $4
($6 with rim)
• Larger tires are not accepted

• Wednesday, 12 noon to 6 p.m.
• Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon

Other:

In addition, we will begin to accept
for management/recycling: appliances,
tires, automotive batteries, and scrap
metal. The following fees will be
charged for these new items:
Appliances:
• Small – items that would fit in

•
•

Lead-acid batteries: free
Scrap metal (clean – no plastic): free

One other change you may notice is
the ending of our reciprocal use agreement with Hennepin County. For many
years, Scott County had an agreement
with Hennepin County that allowed our
residents to drop off items at the Bloomington HHW facility with no charge to

the participating residents. However,
Hennepin County bills Scott County for
that service (at a flat rate that has recently
been as high as $50 per drop-off) regardless of the volume of waste brought in
during that visit. (This meant that Scott
County could be charged $50 for a few
cans of paint or gallon of used motor
oil…items that could be managed at the
Scott County HHW Facility for just a
few dollars.)
In addition, we were also billed
whenever a Scott County resident would
drop-off electronics at Hennepin County
at no charge – and since Scott County
Board policy directs us to charge a small
fee to cover the costs of recycling consumer electronics (rather than subsidizing with tax dollars), those charges from
Hennepin County were actually contrary
to that policy.
These changes will help us to operate more efficiently, while also offering
Scott County residents low-cost options
for recycling problem materials with a
convenient “one-stop-shop” approach.
Please visit www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW
for more information.

Latex paint is
100% recycled
at Scott County
HHW Facility
The Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility has a REUSE Room, where a variety of products
— including latex paint — are given
away each and every week.
However, not all the material is suitable for giveaway, so much of the material that is collected is shipped off-site
for recycling or disposal. For example,
the latex paint that is not given away in
the RE-USE Room is shipped to Amazon Environmental, Inc., a local company that reprocesses the paint into either good quality recycled content paint
or into an alternative raw material used
in cement production. The recycled content paint, marketed as Amazon Select™, is available in twelve standard
colors, including Whipped White, Island
Sand, or Merlot Red. This paint is not
only sold directly to individuals and contractors, but it is also available through
several Twin Cities Ace Hardware stores.
Any unusable paint that Amazon
receives is not processed into recycled
paint. Instead, those items are mixed
with lime-kiln dust (also a waste product) and made into a cement additive.
The chemical composition of the paint
and dust mixture is similar to other raw
materials used in cement manufacturing,
so the additive is used in place of these
similar virgin raw materials. The final
cement product is just as strong, and just
as durable, as normal cement.
This process allows Amazon Environmental to recycle virtually 100 percent of the paint they receive from the
HHW programs throughout Minnesota.
No other recycler in the USA is able to
beneficially recycle all of the waste paint
that is collected. It is also extremely rare
for waste managers around the country
to achieve this 100 percent recycling
rate. Next time you drop off a can of
latex paint at the Scott County HHW
facility, you can rest assured that none
of the paint shipped offsite will end up
in a landfill. For more information on
the Scott County HHW facility, go to
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW or call (952)
496-8177.

Woodwork Artist
From Page 1

some way. He cuts his own wood at a
friend’s mill in Clearwater and at his
shop in Carver. While Cole began with
“functional furniture” many years ago,
he has now branched into more of what
might be considered to be “sculpture”
as he strives to bring the materials
(wood, as well as bone and stone) to life.
Cole’s studio is called “Everything
Earth,” and it reflects his desire to use
(and reuse) resources more wisely. In
addition to collecting and cutting all of
the materials he uses, he also makes his
own wood-working tools (using old
metal car parts, for example, to make a
nice chisel).
Cole was recently recognized by
Shiffer Publishing when he was included
in the book “Studio Furniture – Today’s
Leading Woodworkers” by Tina Skinner, published earlier in 2009. If you
would like to learn more about this local artist and the special items that he
creates, visit www.JoelCole.com .
For more information on the hundreds of items available for free through
the Scott County RE-USE Room, visit
www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW.

