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When disaster strikes
Advanced planning, training aids responders

Mini-roundabout opens
Tips will help you
navigate roundabouts.
Page 3

Celebrate rural roots
The City to County Autumn
Fare is set for Sept. 13.
Page 5

Record rainfalls hit Scott County
LQ-XQHFDXVLQJÀRRGLQJDQGPXGslides and creating the need for
homes to be evacuated; road and
bridge closures; lengthy detours; a
need for extra police patrol; cleanup
assistance; and numerous other activities done by homeowners, government workers, and volunteers.
The preliminary estimate for damage to public infrastructure in the
County is $2.6 million, and after a
presidential disaster declaration, the
County and its cities hope to receive
federal and state reimbursement
to cover most of the repairs. Private property owners are typically
responsible for their own repairs,
VRPH DVVLVWHG E\ ÀRRG LQVXUDQFH
which is available to all County residents (see article on page 7) prior to
DÀRRGHYHQW
As emergencies subside, responders and homeowners are still
looking at some major cleanup and
repair efforts...“but we are pleased
that no one was hurt or killed, and
that is always our main priority,”
said Scott County Emergency Manager Chris Weldon, whose team
spent numerous hours working to
coordinate the efforts of responders who were assisting victims and
working to reopen roads.
“Not everything [about the re-

County Road 1 in Blakeley Township was one of several roads throughout
Scott County that sustained heavy damage from mudslides caused by
excessive rainfall that pounded the area in June. Above, a group of local
DQGIHGHUDORI¿FLDOVDVVHVVHGWKHGDPDJH

sponse] was perfect, but the planning
and training done before this disaster
did help,” said Weldon.
Scott County and its cities participate in the the National Incident
Management System (NIMS), a systematic, proactive approach to guide
departments and agencies at all levels
of government, nongovernmental organizations, and the private sector to
work together and manage incidents
involving all threats and hazards—

regardless of cause, size, location, or
complexity—in order to reduce loss
of life, property and harm to the environment. The NIMS is the essential
foundation to the National Preparedness System (NPS), which has as its
goal the development of a secure and
resilient nation with the capabilities required across the whole community to
prevent, protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from the threats
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS to page 7

Marschall Road Transit Station opens
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State Fair service, Aug. 19 open house planned
An open house is set for Tuesday, Aug. 19 from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. at the long-awaited and much-anticipated
Marschall Road Transit Station (1615 Weston Court,
Shakopee – a.k.a., the former Denny Hecker site off of
169 and Marschall Road). This kickoff event, held to celebrate the relocation of the SmartLink Transit circulator
hub, will also mark the beginning of weekend BlueXpress bus service to the Minnesota State Fair.
Eventually, planners intend for the Marschall Road
Transit Station to join Eagle Creek and Southbridge stations as permanent hubs for the Scott County-to-downtown Minneapolis express commuter service. Until then,
however, the site will be well used by SmartLink – the
highly successful and growing dial-a-ride transit service
operated by Scott and Carver Counties – as well as a byrequest airport transportation service, “Land to Air Express” out of Mankato.
“This event, which was a long time in the making, is
a hallmark moment for Scott and Carver Counties,” said
Scott County Administrator Gary Shelton, who helped
spearhead the effort to acquire and repurpose the abandoned site for transit purposes. “Our transit ridership has
been growing by leaps and bounds, and the opening of
this site will not only allow us to keep up with demand,
but accommodate the many more commuters who will
¿QGWKLVORFDWLRQPRUHFRQYHQLHQW´
And not just commuters… at least during the Fair.
Every hour, on the hour, on weekends and Labor Day
during the August 21 – September 1 run of the Minnesota
State Fair, BlueXpress will be running buses directly to
and from the Fairgrounds for people who don’t want to
GHDO ZLWK WKH GULYLQJWUDI¿FSDUNLQJ KDVVOH  ,W ZLOO EH
perfect for non-drivers, too!). “If you haven’t ridden the
BlueXpress before,” said Scott County Transit Manager
Troy Beam, “the State Fair service would be a perfect
RSSRUWXQLW\IRU\RXWRWU\RXWRXUHI¿FLHQWFRPIRUWDEOH
and affordable rides.”

Marschall Road Transit Station
Open House
Tuesday, August 19, 2014
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Schedule:
1:30 – 2:00 p.m. – Welcome
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Keynote speakers,
including Transportation Commissioner
Charles Zelle
²SP²2IÀFLDOULEERQFXWWLQJ
Free refreshments provided
BlueXpress State Fair Service
x Weekends and Labor Day only
 Departing Marschall Road Transit Station every hour,
on the hour, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Buses depart the Fairgrounds every hour, on the hour,
from 2 p.m. to 12 midnight
 Round-trip cash fares: Adults, seniors, and youth -TRANSIT SERVICE to page 14
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

You can affect the direction of
our communities by voting
Its election season again. A few political junkies love it, but in all honesty many,
if not most, citizens would certainly choose to live without the constant advertising
wars, the drumbeat of negativity, the seemingly incessant “he said/she said” of the
typical campaign cycle. Frankly, I can’t disagree with these criticisms. But despite
KRZSRODUL]HG±DQGSRODUL]LQJ±WKHSROLWLFDOGHEDWHKDVEHFRPH,VWLOO¿UPO\EHlieve in the Great American Experiment, warts and all. (That being said, remember
to vote in November!)
I’ve always believed that America was a
place where people could come to make a new
life and to honestly try doing things differently.
I was taught to believe that this ability to be bold
and different was born from our founders’ commitment to a form of government that balanced
and checked power between the various federal
EUDQFKHVDQGUHVHUYHGVLJQL¿FDQWSRZHUWRVWDWH
and local governments. By establishing a system
where locally elected representatives – i.e., those
closest to the people they represent -- were able to shape decisions that drove the
quality of our collective lives. Although written almost a century after the Constitution was drafted, Abraham Lincoln’s words could have been written by Thomas
Jefferson himself: A government of the people, by the people, and for the people.
But here’s my question: Are we losing our ability to be a government of the people?
As a nation, we have never been a simple representative democracy. Our political system is extremely complicated. And while we may broadly be a “representative democracy,” we are also a strong constitutional republic. Our democratic element is both limited and augmented by our constitutional character. Historically,
we have maintained a fairly good balance of a strong national government with
HTXDOO\VWURQJVWDWHDQGORFDOSRZHUV,I³:HWKH3HRSOH´FRXOGQRWH[HUWLQÀXHQFH
directly on national affairs, we could directly impact local governance. And our local institutions, empowered by the direct participation of citizens, often have been
as (or more) powerful than national or state institutions. However, over the past
several decades, there has been a power shift away from local institutions toward a
highly concentrated (and frequently highly bureaucratized) model of governance at
the regional, state, and national levels.
This is hardly a partisan issue, nor is it a geographic or a cultural one. On both
the left and the right, across the U.S. and of different ideologies, there are large
DQGJURZLQJQXPEHUVRISHRSOHZKRDUHGLVVDWLV¿HGZLWKWKLVPDUFKRISROLWLFDO
centralization. They are expressing a feeling of being disenfranchised and distant
from the ideal of democratic self-government and from the weakening of our constitutional republic. As such, they are working to return power and vitality to states,
to our cities, and to our towns. How successful these movements will be remains
to be seen. I believe their success (or failure) will be determined by their ability
to channel their efforts not towards disparaging or dismantling government, but in
returning a greater degree of power to local governments.
These are not merely philosophical concerns. The rise of an entrenched bureauFUDF\ WKDW LV ERGLHV RI QRQHOHFWHG JRYHUQPHQW RI¿FLDOV HIIHFWLYHO\ FRQWUROOLQJ
policy as well as the means of governance) occurs on every level, but it may be an
even more ominous threat on the regional level. How, you may ask?
Our regional bureaucracy, the Metropolitan Council, is comprised of seventeen
QRQHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV&UHDWHGLQWKHVDVDVLPSOHSODQQLQJDJHQF\WKH&RXQcil’s role was intended to be one of coordinating with local governments in terms
of land use and the planning of our regional wastewater, parks, and transportation
systems. Today, the Met Council controls billions (with a b) of tax dollars and employs thousands of people. They have expanded their reach from transportation,
land use, and wastewater to include everything from housing and economic development to drinking water, racial equality, and resolving poverty. They describe
themselves no longer as simply a planning agency, but, as a “regional policy-makLQJERG\´$QGWKH\SURXGO\SURFODLPRQWKHLUZHEVLWHWKDW³«HOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV
and citizens share their expertise” with the council, while making it abundantly
clear that it is their role, and theirs alone, to set the priorities and establish the policies that govern the region. This non-elected body has become a powerful regional
governing institution and has the ability to virtually dictate to, and in many cases
RYHUUXOHRXUORFDOO\HOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV$QGWKLVLVZKDWGULYHVP\TXHVWLRQDERXW
losing our ability to be a government of the people.
0\ODWHIDWKHUVHUYHGKLVFRPPXQLW\DVDORFDOHOHFWHGRI¿FLDODQG,GUHZIURP
him both guidance and inspiration. And, after nearly forty years of working for
Scott County, it is clear to me that it is properly the role of electedRI¿FLDOVWRVHW
SROLF\DQGGLUHFWLRQ$QGLWLVWKHUROHRIDSSRLQWHGRI¿FLDOVWRLPSOHPHQWWKHSROLcies established by those who are elected. Why? Our representative democratic
SURFHVV DOORZV XV WR UHPRYH HOHFWHG RI¿FLDOV ZKHQ ZH GLVDJUHH ZLWK HLWKHU WKH
policy or direction – hence a government of the people.
Let me be clear: I don’t think the people that are appointed to, or work for, the
Metropolitan Council are bad people. I also believe that they’re trying to do what
they think is the right thing. I don’t think that the Met Council, as an institution,
is somehow inherently evil. Further, I don’t necessarily disagree with many of its
priorities or decisions. Yet whether one agrees or disagrees with the Metropolitan
Council’s policies or direction, when the appointed members of a Metropolitan
Council become the policy-making body, the governing process is broken. ApSRLQWHGRI¿FLDOVVKRXOGQHYHUKDYHWKHDELOLW\WRWLHWKHKDQGVRIWKRVHZHHOHFW
I believe in the power of the ballot box. I believe in the majesty of the people.
I believe in democracy. So don’t forget to exercise your rights to affect the direction of your community – be it local, state, regional, or national – by voting on
November 4!

Commissioners’ Corner
County Board meetings through October 2014
August 12
August 19
August 26

----

no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

------

no meeting
County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board workshop

October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

-----

County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated otherwise above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website
at www.co.scott.mn.us to view streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas,
and minutes of previous meetings. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast
on your local government access cable channels; refer to your weekly newspapers
for broadcast dates and times. For further information about County Board meetLQJVFRQWDFWWKH&RXQW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHDW  

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at (952) 496-8601 or via e-mail atdbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or
YLDHPDLO)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJDVSHFL¿FFRPPLWWHHYLVLWWKH6FRWW
County website at www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government,” then
“Citizen Advisory Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Corrections Advisory Board (2 vacancies). Currently, there are two
vacancies on this Board in Commissioner Districts 3 and 5. This Board is responsible for
making recommendations to the Scott County Board of Commissioners as they relate to
community corrections. The Board is comprised of law enforcement staff, corrections
VWDIIMXGJHVDWWRUQH\VVRFLDOVHUYLFHVSHUVRQQHOHGXFDWRUVDQGFLWL]HQV7KHUHDUH¿YH
citizen members, one from each Commissioner District. Advisory Board members are
appointed to serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. Persons of color
and from various ethnic groups are particularly encouraged to apply. This Board meets
every other month on the fourth Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
Human Services Resource Council (5 vacancies). The Resource Council consists
RIWKUHHUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURPHDFK&RPPLVVLRQHU'LVWULFW&XUUHQWO\WKHUHDUH¿YH
vacancies on the Council, with vacancies in Commissioner Districts 1, 3, 4, and 5.
Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The Resource
Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for the development,
implementation, and operation of programs and services of the County Board; makes
recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division;
develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and
objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special interest
group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services,
and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are
particularly encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at
6:00 p.m.
Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization (1 vacancy). This ninemember committee, consisting of eight members from the Dakota County portion of
the Watershed and one member from the Scott County portion, advises the Joint Powers
Board regarding its duties under the Joint Powers Agreement including the responsibility
to guide implementation of the watershed management plan and annual work plan
and budget, and recommend action regarding disputes pursuant to the Joint Powers
Agreement. This Committee meets on the second Wednesday of each month from 4 - 6
p.m. at the Dakota County Western Service Center in Apple Valley. To be considered
for appointment, you must live in the Scott County portion of the Vermillion River
Watershed. For more information about the Vermillion River Watershed, see www.
co.dakota.mn.us/CountyGovernment/Public Entities/Vermillion JPO/default.htm
Commissioner Districts:
x District 1: The Cities of Belle Plaine, Jordan (precincts 1 and 2), New Prague
(precinct 2), and Shakopee (precinct 5); and Belle Plaine, Blakeley, Helena,
Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, and Sand Creek Townships.
x District 2: The Cities of Elko New Market and Prior Lake (precincts 2 and 3);
and Cedar Lake, Credit River, New Market, and Spring Lake Townships.
x District 3: The City of Shakopee, precincts 1-4, 6-8, 12A, and 12B.
x District 4: The Cities of Prior Lake (precincts 1, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, and 7) and
Shakopee (precincts 9, 10, 11 and 13).
x District 5: The City of Savage.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with information about Scott County Government
and the opportunities it offers it citizens. If you have
questions or suggestions, contact Lisa Kohner, Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 496-8780 or lkohner@
co.scott.mn.us or Claire Robling, Communications and
Legislative Coordinator, at (952) 496-8597 or crobling@
co.scott.mn.us.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Construction of new Highway 101 bridge underway
Construction of the long-awaited
Highway 101 bridge project linking
Scott and Carver Counties has begun!
Construction began in July and will last
through October 2015
The $49 million “Southwest Reconnection Project” will construct a new
4,100 foot, four-lane bridge over the
0LQQHVRWD 5LYHU ÀRRGSODLQ EHWZHHQ
Shakopee and Chanhassen. The existing
earthen causeway will be removed once
the new bridge is completed. Additionally, the Highway 101/County Highway 61 “Y” intersection will be reconstructed as a roundabout to accommodate the new Highway 101 bridge and
IXWXUH WUDI¿F JURZWK 7KH SURMHFW JRDO
is to provide an additional reliable river
crossing option during Minnesota River
ÀRRGHYHQWV
While the need for an upgraded river
crossing has existed for decades, efforts
to make the project a reality ramped up
DIWHUDURXQGRIWKUHHÀRRGLQJHYHQWVLQ
2010 and 2011. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) completed the Minnesota River Crossing
Flood Mitigation Study in 2011 to evaluate improvement projects to address
WUDI¿FLPSDFWVGXULQJVHDVRQDOÀRRGLQJ
at three river crossings: Trunk Highway
(TH) 101, TH 41, and TH 169. It was
the consensus of the study partners that
7+VKRXOGEHWKH¿UVWSURMHFWFRPSOHWHGEHFDXVHLWFDUULHVWKHPRVWWUDI¿F
and will provide the best long-term paybacks to the region.
Scott County then worked with study
SDUWQHUVWRSUHSDUHD¿QDQFLQJSDFNDJH
for the construction of a new river crossing at Highway 101. The project reFHLYHGPLOOLRQLQVWDWHÀRRGPLWLJDtion funding, and an additional $8 million of local road improvement funds
were secured by the legislature. Scott
and Carver Counties worked with MnDOT to advance county turnback funds
for the project, with the understanding that the segment of Highway 101

The new bridge -- as shown above in this computerized
Highway 101 between Carver and Scott counties was graphic -- is under construction to prevent future
FORVHGGXULQJSDUWVRI-XQHDQG-XO\EHFDXVHRIÀRRGLQJ shutdowns. The old roadway will eventually be removed.

Stay Connected
Sign up for project email updates,
road closures and project detour
maps, construction web cams and
project background information
Visit the project Website:
mndot.gov/metro/projects/
hwy101river/index.html
For real time traveler
information: 511mn.org
Follow on Facebook: Facebook.
com/SouthwestReconnection
Project
Follow on Twitter:
@SWReconnectProj
owned by MnDOT will be transferred
to Carver County prior to construction
of the project (Scott County had previously taken back the portion of 101 in
its jurisdiction). Once funding for the
bridge was secured, Carver County
agreed to lead the project delivery and
design effort, with MnDOT completing
the bridge design and performing construction administration.

This project will be constructed in
SKDVHVWRPDLQWDLQWUDI¿FÀRZDOWKRXJK
temporary closures may occur. Currently, Carver County Highway 61 is closed
west of the “Y.” Commuters can travel
between Shakopee and Eden Prairie,

but not between Shakopee and Chaska
or up the Highway 101 hill to Chanhassen. Above is a tentative schedule. Work
on the main bridge structure will occur
through all phases and will be constructed alongside the existing road bed.

&RXQW\¶V¿UVWPLQLURXQGDERXWRSHQVLQ6KDNRSHH
Helpful tips offered for navigating through a roundabout
7KH &RXQW\¶V ¿UVW PLQLURXQGDERXW
opened in July at the intersection of
County Road 79 (Spencer Street) and
Vierling Drive in Shakopee. A singlelane mini-roundabout was the preferred
solution to decrease delay and improve
operations and safety, and it is small
HQRXJK WR ¿W ZLWKLQ WKH H[LVWLQJ URDG
right-of-way.
The mini-roundabout operates in the
same manner as other modern singlelane roundabouts. See the tips below on
how to properly navigate a single-lane
roundabout.

Tips for Motorists:
x Slow down when
approaching a roundabout.
x Yield to pedestrians in the
crosswalk; they have the
right of way.
x Yield to vehicles already
in the roundabout. Merge
LQWRWKHWUDI¿FÀRZZKHQLW
is safe.
x Continue through the
roundabout until you reach
your exit.
x When exiting the

roundabout, signal
your turn and yield
to pedestrians in the
crosswalk.
x Oversized vehicles may
need to drive over part of
the circular central (middle)
island/truck apron. This is
acceptable.
If an emergency vehicle approaches,
exit the roundabout and pull over
where there is adequate space. Do
not stop in the roundabout.
Tips For Pedestrians:
x Cross only at crosswalks,
and always stay on the
designated walkways.
x Never cross to the circular
central island.
x Cross the roundabout one
approach at a time. Use the
splitter island as a halfway
point where you can check
IRUDSSURDFKLQJWUDI¿F
Tips For Cyclists:
x Cyclists can either ride

Like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter
Facebook.com/ScottCountyMN

7KH &RXQW\¶V ¿UVW PLQLURXQGDERXW LV QRZ RSHQ DW WKH LQWHUVHFWLRQ RI &5
79 and Vierling Drive in Shakopee. It is acceptable for oversized vehicles to
drive over part of the circular central (middle) island/truck apron.

ZLWKWUDI¿FLQVLGHWKH
roundabout or use the
crosswalks appropriately.
x Cyclists who ride with
WUDI¿F must follow the
same rules as vehicles and
must yield as they enter the
roundabout.

For more information, please contact
Scott County Physical Development at
(952) 496-8346 or via e-mail at transportation@co.scott.mn.us.
Source: How About a Roundabout?
A Minnesota Guide. Mn Dept. of
Transportation & Local Road Research
Board (LRRB), 2006.
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Healthy SCENE
By Merrilee Brown
Public Health Director and
Community Health Services Administrator

Be prepared for emergencies
We certainly have had our share of trying to be ready for emergencies lately.
If an emergency occurred tomorrow, would you be more ready than you were a
couple of months ago?
September is National Preparedness Month, reminding us to prepare all year
around. Sponsored by FEMA, National Preparedness Month aims to educate and
empower Americans to prepare for and respond to all types of emergencies, including natural disasters and potential terrorist attacks. Scott County Public Health
assists with coordinating, planning,
and communicating with the public in
the event of a public health emergency.
$QG DV WKH ÀRRGLQJ RI WKH SDVW VSULQJ
and early summer attest, we all know
that emergencies can happen unexpectedly in Scott County.
The most important step you can
take in helping your local responders is
being able to take care of yourself and those in your care for a short period of time
following an incident… and the more people are prepared, the quicker the community will recover.

After watching the CAP garden grow last year, 240 families enrolled in WIC
participated in a project to grow their own garden produce this summer.

CAP plants “tasting gardens”
to encourage future growers

In an effort to expose WIC participants to new and nutritious vegetables
and to introduce the concept of small
space gardening, CAP decided to incorporate “tasting gardens” at the Scott
and Carver County locations. After receiving approval from both locations,
the WIC Nutrition Educators designed,
built, and planted the gardens. As vegetables grew, participants could harvest
Know your risk.
Emergencies can happen anywhere, at any time. It is important to understand and use the vegetables at home.
$IWHUH[SORULQJWKHJDUGHQDQG¿QGpotential risks where you live. Stay informed of severe weather by checking out the
ing
out what can be grown during Min6FRWW&RXQW\3XEOLF+HDOWKDQG6KHULII¶V2I¿FHZHEVLWHVRXU)DFHERRNSDJHVDQG
nesota’s
short summer season, one WIC
www.weather.gov. Learn about Wireless Emergency Alerts (messages that will be
mom
said,
“I love the WIC garden. It
sent to your phone during an emergency) and sign up for Scott County’s CodeRED
makes me think that I can have a garQRWL¿FDWLRQV\VWHP
den, too.”
This year, WIC partnered with
Take action.
Make sure that you and your family are prepared for an emergency. Ensure that Lowe’s in Shakopee where families
you can go for at least three days without electricity, water service, access to a su- received planters, garden soil, and vegpermarket, or other local services. Disaster supply kit lists and family emergency etable plants or seeds to create their own
garden at home. There were a total of
plans are available on the Scott County Public Health website as well.

240 families that participated.
WIC hopes to continue the garden
every year, so families can learn and
develop their skills with gardening. The
mission of the WIC Program is to safeguard the health of low-income women,
LQIDQWV DQG FKLOGUHQ XS WR DJH ¿YH E\
providing nutritious foods to supplement diets, information on healthy eating, breastfeeding promotion and support, and referrals to health care.
Currently, the WIC program serves
over 2,500 participants on a monthly
basis, distributing close to $2 million in
food vouchers annually through eight
nutrition specialists.
If you would like to assist the WIC
program or any of the services at the
&$3$JHQF\ SOHDVH FRQWDFW RXU RI¿FH
at (952) 496-2125. We enjoy growing
together with all the residents in Scott
County.

Be an example.

Library News

We have seen so many instances of helping others during the recent trying times
DQGZKDWDQLQVSLUDWLRQ\RXKDYHEHHQWRRQHDQRWKHU%HDSRVLWLYHLQÀXHQFHLQ
your community by sharing your preparedness story. Let your friends and family
know that you’re prepared for an emergency – and that they should be prepared too.
Research has shown that many people won’t prepare until they see others doing so.

Early learners need support
from entire community

You don’t know when an emergency might occur. These simple steps will help
you be prepared for the worst.

By Jacob Grussing
Scott County Library Director
When communities talk about
kindergarten readiness, third-grade
reading scores, and graduation rates,
the local school districts receive most
of the scrutiny. Rarely do communities
turn the lens back on themselves to
consider how they’ve contributed to
the problem… and how they might
contribute to a solution. When children
DUH QRW SUHSDUHG RQ WKH ¿UVW GD\ RI
kindergarten, whose problem is that?
Many agree that it’s a community problem
that requires a community solution.
In Scott County, we have just shy
of 2,000 third graders; in a given year,
DERXW  RI WKHP DUH QRW SUR¿FLHQW
readers (as measured by the MCA-III
reading test). That’s nearly 40 percent.
We are able to predict with depressing
accuracy how many of those 750 students will fail to graduate, or graduate
unprepared for the next phase of their
lives, whether that’s college or a career.
Research by the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Columbia Teachers College
helps us to put this in dollar terms. Of
those 750 students, we can estimate that
approximately 450 of them will fail to
graduate or graduate unprepared. Those
450 students require additional public services throughout their lives that
amount to $7.8 million in local dollars
and $12.3 million in federal dollars.
That’s over $20 million dollars spent
on the back end (just for each graduating class in Scott County!) because we
aren’t doing enough for those children
on the front end.
To be clear, this isn’t an indictment
of current efforts. We have dozens,
perhaps hundreds, of organizations in
Scott County working extremely hard
to provide children with the founda-

This article was adapted for Scott County from a www.noaa.gov article and
website content.

4-H offers afterschool
adventures for K-5 students
Join the Scott County 4-H staff for
a series of after school programs you
won’t want to miss! Each week will explore a different theme, and all classes
include a healthy afterschool snack.
Minimum of 15 students, maximum of
30 students.
Fall Series Part I (four weeks) -- Sept.
22-Oct. 23 (skip MEA week):
Week 1 – Back to School Bash!
Celebrate being back to school with
games, crafts, and movement. Have
fun making a healthy snack and playing
some games to get back into the
afterschool groove.
Week 2 – School Spirit! Get ready for
Homecoming by making some school
spirit attire, playing team building
games, and learning some fun songs.
Week 3 – Lego World! Do you like
to build things with Legos? Join us in
some fun Lego science experiments –
and you will even be able to take some
Lego projects home.
Week 4 - Freaky Science! Do you like
to explore and experiment? We will
have an hour-and-a-half packed full
of hands-on science experiments that
might just be a little spooky!
Fall Series Part II (four weeks) -- Nov.
3-Dec. 11 (skip Thanksgiving week):
Week 1 – Super Heroes and

Princesses! What special power would
you like to have? Enter the classroom
a student, but leave a super hero or a
princess!
Week 2 – Kitchen Science! Microwaves
are not only for heating up leftovers.
We will explore the science behind
microwaves, and experiment with what
we can make using a microwave.
Week 3 – Iron Chef! Calling all cooks!
Working as a team, you will be given
a basket of ingredients and an hour to
make a delicious afterschool snack that
will be judged by your peers.
Week 4 – Frozen Winter! Let It Go!
Let It Go! The cold never bothered us
anyway. Explore how Elsa can turn
water into ice, and make snow drop
from the sky. We will learn how to calm
ourselves and enjoy our friends and
family.
Mondays, the program will be in New
Prague and New Market; Tuesdays, in
Prior Lake-Savage; and Wednesdays
and Thursdays in Shakopee.
Registration is through local Community Education. For school locations,
fee information, and to register, visit
their websites and register for “4-H Afterschool.” For other questions about
the program, please contact Sara Wagner via e-mail at dunc0088@umn.edu or
at (952) 492-5388.

“Miss Julie” read to participants at a
Library Storytime.

tion for a successful life. But those efforts are isolated and yield limited impact. Like most communities, we have
a fragmented early learning system that
is not achieving the results our children,
school districts, and communities deserve. The long-term consequences of
doing nothing are costly in dollar terms,
but inaction is also an incredible disregard for human potential.
:RUNLQJ WRJHWKHU WR ¿JXUH RXW KRZ
to prepare all Scott County children
for kindergarten and all high school
students for college or career are community challenges. I invite you to
work with us to develop collaborative,
cross-sector solutions to both problems.
Please feel free to contact me directly
at jgrussing@co.scott.mn.us or at (952)
496-8641.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Tips help prevent illnesses
from home-grown produce
Whether you have a large backyard
garden or a few tomato plants on your
patio, it’s important to consider food
safety when you garden and harvest
your produce. Outbreaks of foodborne
illness make news headlines on a regular basis. In the United States, it is estimated that as many as 76 million people
contract some type of foodborne illness
each year. As a result, over 325,000
people are hospitalized -- and about
5,000 deaths occur annually.
From planting to consumption, there
are many opportunities for bacteria,
viruses, and parasites to contaminate
produce. Your garden, its soil, manure,
other natural fertilizers, water, animal
equipment, and even you may spread
harmful organisms. Harmful microorganisms have several occasions to enter
your food supply, unbeknownst to you.
No one knows how much foodborne
illness truly originates on the farm or in
your own back yard. However, there
are reasonable steps you can take to
help reduce the risk that pathogens will
contaminate your food. Harvest and
postharvest handling is on our calendars
now, so use these steps and precautions
to ensure safe produce for your family
and friends.
Avoid eating any fresh food while
you’re in your garden, especially
when harvesting. Wait just a few more
minutes to eat those delicious berries
and crunchy vegetables, once they have
been washed.
When harvesting or gathering, use
food grade containers that are clean,
sanitized and in good repair. Make
sure you have ample room in your selected containers so that you do not
RYHU¿OO ZLWK \RXU IUHVK SURGXFH DQG
bruise or damage your food.
Wear footwear that has not been
around animal manure when you
enter your garden. Manure residue on
your shoes or boots could potentially
come in direct contact with your fruits
or vegetables, increasing risk of introducing a pathogen. Wash your hands
thoroughly with soap and potable
water before picking your produce. If
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Farm SCENE
Mark your calendar for Autumn Fare
Event set for Saturday, Sept. 13 at fairgrounds

The Scott County Agricultural Society and University of Minnesota Extension-Scott County have joined together
to produce City to Country Autumn
Fare. Introduced with great success
last September, this year’s event will
Before eating, use cool, running water offer even more education, eating, and
fun in one location. Mark your calento wash fresh fruits and vegetables.
you wear gloves, make certain they are dars for Saturday, September 13, from
clean. Gloves that have been used to 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for this year’s new and
weed, stir compost, or apply chemicals improved event!
Do you remember Extension’s traare not considered clean. If you are
ditional,
drive-it-yourself “City to
sick, you need to refrain from contact
Country”
tour?
This event will now be
with fresh produce.
Use cool, running water for washing hosted on one site -- the Scott County
all of your fruits and vegetables. Do Fairgrounds (7151 W. 190th St. in Jornot use soap, detergents, or bleach to dan, Minnesota) -- during Autumn
wash your produce. Porous produce Fare. Local farmers will share their
can absorb these products which are not stories, and you can meet and greet your
safe to ingest. If you are going to store favorite kind of farm animals while
your produce, dry it thoroughly with a learning about new ones. Milking and
clean paper towel. Berries should be sheep shearing demonstrations are
washed immediately before. If you scheduled throughout the day. Make
choose to store your food without wash- sure you spend some time playing with Sandy Miller provided a demonstation
ing, shake, rub, or brush off excess soil all the animals during designated pet- on spinning wool into yarn at last
year’s Autumn Fare.
outside. Store unwashed items in food ting zoo times as well.
Numerous educational sessions will
grade plastic bags or containers.
For hard surfaced produce, use a be offered every hour, on the hour. Sesclean produce brush to scrub the ex- sions will last 20 to 30 minutes, and most
terior under cool running water. The will be repeated throughout the day in
produce brush should be used only case something else catches your attenfor produce and should be marked as tion during the scheduled time. Learn
such. Clean, sanitize, and air dry after the basics of canning, farm and maeach use of the brush. An effective and chinery safety, raising poultry in your
inexpensive sanitizer is one quart water backyard, and others. The Carver-Scott
Extension Master Gardeners will proto one teaspoon chlorine bleach.
For more information about food vide multiple sessions in their gardens
safety, visit www.extension.umn.edu/ onsite as well. Also, watch and particifood or contact the University of Min- pate in butter churning demonstrations
A farmer’s breakfast was enjoyed by
nesota Extension - Scott County at presented by The Landing: Minnesota many of the participants attending
River Historical Park volunteers.
(952) 492-5410.
Shopping opportunities will be abun- last year’s Autumn Fare. Food
dant,
with vendors of all types. Food vendors and artisans will have their
Sources: Glenyce Peterson-Vanggoods available at this year’s event.
sness, UMN Extension Educator, Food producers and local artisans of all kinds
Science and Cornell University GAPs will have their goods on display and available for purchase. Wood crafts, natural
¿EHUVSRWWHU\SDLQWLQJDQGRWKHUXQLTXHWUHDVXUHVZLOOEHIRXQGDWWKLV\HDU¶VAuProgram
tumn Fare!
A delectable farmer’s breakfast is being crafted once again by the folks at Local
Harvest Alliance, and it’s sure to be just as delicious as last year’s menu! Other
food options will be offered throughout the day by Scott County 4-Hers in their food
EDUQVDUHÀDZOHVVWDNLQJZULWWHQWHVWV stand. Snacks and treats will also be available through other local food vendors.
participating in skill-a-thons, and showThere will be plenty of activities for all members of the family. Take a turn on
ing their animals. Other young people the “Big Eli” Ferris Wheel, housed right on the Fairgrounds. Check out the farm
work countless hours with conference equipment or pet the animals in the barns, learn from experts about many different
judging, participation in group discus- topics, or just come for the delicious food! Regardless of your interests, your entire
sions, and showing off their projects to IDPLO\ZLOO¿QGVRPHWKLQJJUHDWWRGRDWWKLV\HDU¶VScott County City to Country
the general public. All the hard work Autumn Fare!
pays off when the youth come home
with their State Fair ribbons and countNews and Notes from the Farm Advisory Board
less stories of their experience.
The Scott County Farm Advisory Board (FAB) is a unique group organized loFor more information on 4-H, contact
cally to help the County shape policy and form recommendations regarding the
Katie Schneider at (952) 492-5384or via
long-term future of farming in Scott County. The group researches and advises
e-mail at schne616@umn.edu.
on land use and zoning issues, farm business, marketing, among other topics. The

4-H youth head to State Fair
The Scott County Fair has put away
its tents after a hugely successful 2014
run, and now it’s time to get excited
about State Fair! Many young people
are awarded trips, and you might see
them and their projects if you attend the
Great Minnesota Get-Together!
Dozens of Scott County 4-H members will spend an “encampment” down
at the Minnesota State Fair ranging from
WKUHHWR¿YHGD\V<RXWKZKRJRGRZQ
for an animal project spend countless
hours ensuring the county stalls in the

Thanks, 4-H Livestock
Auction buyers!

Scott County 4-H would
like to thank the buyers who
supported our 4-H members
in the 2014 4-H Livestock
Auction at the Scott County Fair. With your support,
the members will be able to
improve their projects and
continue their development
as future leaders through
the 4-H program. The funds
also help with educational
programming in all areas of
4-H!

meetings also provide a forum for farmers and others interested in these issues
to voice their concerns. Meetings are open to the public. For more information
and minutes of past meetings, visit the Farm Preservation website at http://www.
co.scott.mn.us/PropertyGISLand/2030CompPlan/NaturalAreaFarmland/Pages/
FarmlandPreservation.aspx.
The Farm Advisory Board met July 10 to discuss the progress being made towards the development of Cedar Lake Farm Park, updates on zoning and annexation activities going on in the County, and the efforts of the Statewide Health Improvement Program. The group also reviewed some of the language included in
the Met Council’s Thrive 2040 planning framework, and Thom Petersen from the
Minnesota Farmers Union furnished a list of ag-related results from the legislative
session.
2XU¿QDOPHHWLQJRIZLOOEH1RYHPEHUIURPDPWRDPDW
the Scott County Highway Facility. We plan to have parks staff and Metropolitan
Council representatives to give us updates on their work.
The Farm Advisory Board is looking for new members and new ideas!

,QWHUHVWHGLQOHDUQLQJPRUH"3OHDVHFRQWDFWRQHRIWKHRI¿FHUV'DYH0LQDU:LO
liam Busacker, or Ann Houghton – just send an e-mail to publicaffairs@co.scott.
mn.us, and Lisa or Claire will connect you to one of them.
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Soil “under cover”

:HW¿HOGFRQGLWLRQVPDNHUDGLVKJRRGFKRLFHDVFRYHUFURS
/DVWVSULQJ0DUN/DQR¶VFURS¿HOGQHDU6W%HQH
GLFWZDVXQXVXDOO\ZHWZKHQLWFDPHWLPHWRSODQWFRUQ
RQKLVDFUHWUDFW+HDY\UDLQVDQGUHVXOWLQJÀRRG
HGDUHDVSURKLELWHGKLVUHQWHUV'DYH0HQNHDQG7RP
0F&XH IURP SODQWLQJ VHYHUDO ¿HOGV ZHDWKHU FRQGL
WLRQV WKDW XQIRUWXQDWHO\ UHSHDWHG WKHPVHOYHV DJDLQ
WKLVVSULQJ $QGWKH\ZHUHQ¶WDORQH0DQ\RWKHUVLQ
6FRWW&RXQW\DOVRORRNHGDWRSWLRQVIRUGURZQHGRXW
VR\EHDQV DQG PDUJLQDO FURSODQG 7KDW¶V ZKHQ WKH\
KRSSHGRQWKHUDGLVKEDQGZDJRQ
$IWHU PXFK VWXG\ DQG UHVHDUFK 'DYH DQG 7RP
FKRVH WLOODJH UDGLVKHV DV DQ DOWHUQDWLYH FRYHU FURS
SODQWLQJWKHPODVW$XJXVWPL[HGZLWKU\HRQWKH/DQR
IDUPQRUWKZHVWRI1HZ3UDJXH7KHUDGLVKHVHPHUJHG
TXLFNO\DQGFRYHUHGWKH¿HOGVYHU\ZHOO7KH\OLJKW
O\ GLVNHG WKHP XS LQ HDUO\ 2FWREHU  ³,W ZDV KDUG WR
VHHWKH¿HOGVVLWXQWLO$XJXVW´0DUNH[SODLQHG7RP
VWDWHG ³:H GLVNHG GRZQ WKH ZHHGV WZR WLPHV RQFH
HDUO\DQGDJDLQEHIRUHSODQWLQJVRIXHOFRVWVZHUHD
ELWKLJKHU´
7KLVVSULQJ7RPDQG'DYHSODQWHGUDGLVKHVDJDLQ
WKLV WLPH RQ URXJKO\  VFDWWHUHG DFUHV RQ ¿HOGV
ZKHUH ZHW FRQGLWLRQV SUHYHQWHG WKHP IURP SODQWLQJ
VR\EHDQVRUFRUQ
5HVHPEOLQJDZKLWHFDUURWIDUPHUVWKURXJKRXWWKH
DUHDKDYHWXUQHGWRWLOODJHUDGLVKHVDVDUHOLDEOHFRYHU
FURSIRUKROGLQJVRLOLQSODFHDZLOGOLIHIRRGSORWDOWHU
QDWLYHDQGDJUHDWZD\WRDFKLHYHKHDOWKLHUPRUHSUR
GXFWLYHVRLO7KHSRSXODULW\RIWKHUDGLVKLVIRXQGLQLWV
GHHSWDSURRWWKDWFDQJURZXSWRWKUHHIHHWGHHSLQWR
WKHJURXQGDQGEUHDNXSVRLOFRPSDFWLRQ,QIDFWDF
FRUGLQJWR0HQNHWKHUDGLVKHVOHDYHEHKLQGD³VRIWHU
PRUH PHOORZ´ VRLO RQFH WKH UDGLVKHV GHWHULRUDWH DQG
URW7KHVPDOOHU¿QHURRWVRIWKHUDGLVKHVDOVRFUHDWH
FKDQQHOV WKURXJK WKH VRLO DV GHHS DV ¿YH IHHW:KHQ
WKHUDGLVKHVURWDZD\WKHRSHQLQJVUHPDLQIRUEHWWHU
ZDWHULQ¿OWUDWLRQDQGGUDLQDJH
$QG WKLV LV RQO\ WKH VWDUW RI WKH OLVW RI WKH WLOODJH
UDGLVK¶VFKDUPV7KH\DOVR

VXUYLYH OLJKW IURVWV EXW
VKRZ LQMXU\ SDVW -DQX
DU\ DQG XVXDOO\ FRP
SOHWHO\ GHFRPSRVH E\
0DUFKRU$SULO
5DGLVKHV UHVSRQG WR
QLWURJHQVRDGH¿FLHQF\
FDQ OLPLW WKH UDGLVK¶V
DELOLW\ WR RXWFRPSHWH
ZHHGV DQG EXVW WKURXJK
FRPSDFWHG VRLO $QG LI
WKH\ JHW WRR ODUJH UDG
LVKHV FDQ LQWHUIHUH ZLWK
DQGEUHDNXSWLOHXQGHU
Mark Lano (center) owns farmland south of St.
Benedict in Scott County. Because of last year’s JURXQGLIWKH\DUHOHIWLQ
rainy spring, his renters Tom McCue (left) and Dave WKHJURXQGWRRORQJDQG
Menke (right) decided to plant tillage radishes as a WKH WDSURRWV JURZ WRR
cover crop to restore soil tilth. This year it’s back GHHS /DVWO\ UDGLVKHV
VKRXOG QRW EH JURZQ LQ
in corn
WKHVDPH¿HOGPRUHWKDQ
3URYLGHRXWVWDQGLQJZHHGFRQWURO
WZR\HDUVLQDURZGXHWR
 $GG RUJDQLF PDWWHU DQG DHUDWH DQG ORRVHQ WKH WKH SRVVLEOH EXLOGXS RI
VRLOHYHQLQKHDY\FOD\
GLVHDVHVLQWKHVRLO1RU
  0DNH FURSODQG PRUH SURGXFWLYH GXH WR FURS PDOO\ D WZR\HDU UHVW
URWDWLRQ
SHULRG LV HQRXJK EHIRUH
7KULOOGHHUDQGWXUNH\V +XPDQVGRQ¶WFDUHIRU SODQWLQJUDGLVKHVDJDLQ
WKHPDVPXFK

&UXQFK\EXWELWWHUVRPHJURZHUVGRFRRNZLWKUDG
LVKHVRUHDWWKHPUDZ0DUN'DYHDQG7RPDOODJUHH
WKH\DUHQ¶WYHU\WDVW\«HYHQWKRXJKWKH\DUHUHSRUW
HGO\KLJKLQFDOFLXPSKRVSKRUXVDQGLURQ
2IWHQLJQRUHGLQWKH¿UVW\HDUGHHUVHHPWROHDUQ
TXLFNO\WRHDWWKHJUHHQWRSJURZWKDQGWKHUDGLVKLW
VHOI 5DGLVKHV DUH JHQHUDOO\ RND\ ZLWK JUD]LQJ SUHV
VXUHTXLFNO\VSURXWLQJPRUHQHZOHDI\JURZWK5H
VHPEOLQJDOIDOIDVHHGVLQVL]HJURZHUVSODQWWKHPó
WRòLQFKGHHSRURIWHQEURDGFDVWWKHVHHGVRQWRSRI
WKHFURS0RVWQRWLOOGULOOFDQEHXVHGWRSODQWWKHP
DQGVHHGUXQVDURXQGSHUDFUH
'DYH VDLG WKH KDUGHVW SDUW ZDV ¿QGLQJ D VPDOO
,QFUHDVH\LHOGVLQIXWXUHFURS\HDUV&RUQUHVSRQGV HQRXJK QRWLOO GULOO WR VHHG WKH UDGLVKHV DQG U\H +H
WKHEHVW DQDYHUDJHRIEXVKHOPRUHSHUDFUH ZKHQ ¿QDOO\ IRXQG D IRRWHU LQ KLV JUDQGIDWKHU 5RODQG
UDGLVKHV DUH SODQWHG WKH IDOO EHIRUH &RUQ VLODJH KDV 0HQNH¶V VKHG ,W WRRN WKUHH GD\V WR SODQW WKLV \HDU¶V
EHHQUHSRUWHGDWWKUHHWRIRXUtonsPRUHSHUDFUHIRO DFUHVDVORZSURFHVVZLWKVPDOOHUHTXLSPHQW
ORZLQJUDGLVKFRYHUFURSV 7LPHZLOOWHOOZKHQ\LHOGV
So what, if any, are the drawbacks?
DUHUHSRUWHGWKLVIDOO
)LUVWRIDOOUDGLVKHVFDQ¶WKDQGOHWKHFROGZHOODQG
5HGXFHQLWURJHQFRVWVZLWKGHFRPSRVHGSODQWV
KDYHDYHU\VKRUWSODQWLQJZLQGRZ7RPQRWHG*HQ
FDSWXULQJOHDFKLQJQLWURJHQWREXLOGRUJDQLFPDWWHU
%UHDNXSFRPSDFWLRQDQGOHDYHWKHVRLOLQEHWWHU HUDOO\ WKH\ VKRXOG EH SODQWHG E\ ODWH -XO\ RU HDUO\
$XJXVWVRWKHURRWVZLOOKDYHWLPHWRJURZGHHSLQWR
SODQWLQJFRQGLWLRQIRUWKHIROORZLQJVSULQJ
WKHVRLOEHIRUHWKHSODQWVDUHNLOOHGE\IURVW7KH\FDQ
(OLPLQDWHWKHQHHGIRUFKLVHOSORZLQJ

Free soil health/cover
crop workshop set
for September 11
)DUPHUVDQGODQGRZQHUVDUHLQYLWHGWRDfree
soil health/cover crop workshop from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, September 11, at
the Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park Pavilion. *HDUHG WRZDUG FRPPRGLW\ DQG OLYHVWRFN
SURGXFHUV LQ 6FRWW &RXQW\ WKH ZRUNVKRS LQ
FOXGHVOXQFKDQGD¿HOGWULSRIORFDOVLWHV
$W WKH ZRUNVKRS DJ SURIHVVLRQDOV IURP
6FRWW&RXQW\DQGIDUPHUVZLWKKDQGVRQH[SH
ULHQFHZLOOSUHVHQWWRSLFVDQGJLYHSRLQWHUVRQ
LQFRUSRUDWLQJ FRYHU FURSV LQWR WKHLU URWDWLRQV
,I\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQDWWHQGLQJSOHDVHFRQWDFW
WKH6FRWW6RLODQG:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFW
RI¿FHLQ-RUGDQDW  RUUHJLVWHUDW
ZZZVFRWWVZFGRUJZRUNVKRSV

Conservation practices help
keep valuable topsoil in place
:H DOO NQRZ ZDWHU QDWXUDOO\ UXQV
GRZQKLOO :H ZLWQHVVHG WKLV ¿UVWKDQG
LQWKHH[WUHPHZKHQGHVWUXFWLYHKHDY\
UDLQVDQGÀDVKÀRRGLQJRFFXUUHGLQRXU
DUHD UHFHQWO\ -XQH UDLQIDOO HYHQWV LQ
SDUWVRI6FRWW&RXQW\SURGXFHGUDLQIDOO
WRWDOV LQ H[FHVV RI QLQH LQFKHV RYHU D
VL[GD\SHULRGFDXVLQJVXEVWDQWLDOGDP
DJHWRERWKSXEOLFLQIUDVWUXFWXUHDQGDJ
ULFXOWXUDOODQGV(YHQWVVXFKDVWKLVKDYH
EHFRPH PRUH IUHTXHQW LQ UHFHQW \HDUV
EULQJLQJWKHQHHGIRUVRLOFRQVHUYDWLRQ
DQG ZDWHU TXDOLW\ RI RXU DJULFXOWXUDO
ODQGVWRWKHIRUHIURQW
7RUUHQWLDOUDLQVZDVKRXWVDQGPXG
VOLGHV XQIRUWXQDWHO\ OHDG WR VHYHUH VRLO
HURVLRQ D PDMRU HQYLURQPHQWDO LVVXH
WKDWOHDGVWRZDWHUSROOXWLRQDQGORZHU
FURS \LHOGV RQ IDUPODQG 0RVW DJULFXO
WXUHDFWLYLWLHVHVSHFLDOO\WKRVHRQVWHHS
DQGVORSLQJODQGVFDSHVJUHDWO\LQFUHDVH
WKHSRWHQWLDOIRUVRLOHURVLRQ$QGZKHQ
HURVLRQ LV VHYHUH VRLO LV ZDVKHG DZD\
IDVWHUWKDQLWFDQEHUHQHZHG7KHORVV
RIMXVWRQHLQFKSHUDFUHRIW\SLFDOWRS
VRLO UHSUHVHQWV DSSUR[LPDWHO\ D ORVV RI
 WRQV SHU DFUH ZKLFK FDQ WDNH GH
FDGHV WR UHEXLOG GHSHQGLQJ RQ IDUPLQJ
SUDFWLFHVDQGODQGXVH
2Q ORQJ DQG DQGRU VWHHS VORSHV
SODQWLQJ ZLWK WKH FRQWRXU YHUVXV XS
DQG GRZQ KLOO  LV RQH SUDFWLFH WKDW FDQ

On long and/or steep slopes, planting
ZLWK WKH FRQWRXU FDQ VLJQL¿FDQWO\
reduce erosion.

VLJQL¿FDQWO\ UHGXFH HURVLRQ &URS URZ
ULGJHVEXLOWE\WLOOLQJDQGRUSODQWLQJRQ
WKH FRQWRXU FUHDWH PLQLDWXUH GDPV DQG
ULGJHVWKDWVORZZDWHUÀRZDQGLQFUHDVH
LQ¿OWUDWLRQUHGXFLQJHURVLRQ
Saving our topsoil
7RSVRLO LV JHQHUDOO\ HQULFKHG ZLWK
RUJDQLFPDWWHUZKLFKFRQWDLQVDSSUR[L
PDWHO\  SHUFHQW RI SODQWDYDLODEOH
SKRVSKRUXV DQG SRWDVVLXP DQG KDV
JUDQXODU DJJUHJDWHV WKDW SURYLGH ODUJHU

Radish taproots that can
grow three feet deep
break up compaction
and leave the soil in
better condition for the
following spring.

VRLO SRUHV UHGXFH VRLO GHQVLW\ DQG HQ
KDQFH ZDWHU LQ¿OWUDWLRQ DQG DHUDWLRQ
$QGWKHORVVRIWRSVRLODQGLWVLPSDFWRQ
\LHOGDUHPRUHSURQRXQFHGRQVRLOVZLWK
VWHHSVORSHV
,Q VRLOV WKDW KDYH IUDJLOH VXEVRLOV
OLPLWHG URRWLQJ GHSWK FRDUVH VDQG DQG
JUDYHO RU KLJK GHQVLWLHV WKHUH LV OLWWOH
WRQRDELOLW\WRUHFRYHU\LHOGORVVHVZLWK
LQFUHDVHG LQSXWV RI QXWULHQWV 7KH ORVV
RI \LHOG LQ WKHVH DUHDV LV GUDPDWLF DQG
SHUPDQHQW
)RUDQDJULFXOWXUDOIDUPLQJV\VWHPWR
EHVXVWDLQDEOHODQGPXVWEHXVHGZLWKLQ
LWV FDSDELOLW\ ,I ODQG KDV OLPLWDWLRQV 
VXFKDVDKLJKULVNRIZDWHUHURVLRQGXH
WRVWHHSVORSHVVDQG\VRLOVHWFHWHUD
RSHUDWRUVVKRXOGXVHSUDFWLFHVWKDWPLQL
PL]HWKHORVVRIVRLO&RQWRXUIDUPLQJ
SUDFWLFHVRQVWHHSVORSHVFDQUHGXFHWKH
ULVNRIHURVLRQE\XSWRSHUFHQWZKLOH
SUHVHUYLQJWKHIHUWLOLW\RIRXUWRSVRLO
8QGHUVWDQGLQJWKHLPSDFWRIHURVLRQ
RQVRLOSURGXFWLYLW\PHDQVNQRZLQJWKH
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI \RXU VRLOV ,QIRUPD
WLRQ DERXW VRLO SUR¿OH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV
LVDYDLODEOHDWWKH6FRWW6RLODQG:DWHU
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 6:&' DQG1DWXUDO5H
VRXUFHV &RQVHUYDWLRQ 6HUYLFH 15&6 
RI¿FHVLQ-RUGDQWKH\FDQEHUHDFKHGDW
 

Watershed
District Board
seeks member
,I \RX DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ ZDWHU
UHVRXUFHV SUHVHUYLQJ WKH HQYLURQ
PHQWDQGSURWHFWLQJWKH0LQQHVRWD
5LYHU DQG LWV XQLTXH QDWXUDO UH
VRXUFHVWKHQ\RXPD\EHLQWHUHVWHG
LQUHSUHVHQWLQJ6FRWW&RXQW\RQWKH
/RZHU0LQQHVRWD5LYHU:DWHUVKHG
'LVWULFW%RDUGRI0DQDJHUV
,I\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQDSSO\LQJ
\RXPXVWEHDUHVLGHQWRIWKH'LV
WULFW WKH'LVWULFWLQFOXGHVSRUWLRQV
RI WKH FLWLHV RI 6DYDJH DQG 6KD
NRSHH DQG -DFNVRQ DQG /RXLVYLOOH
7RZQVKLSV KDYHDNHHQLQWHUHVWLQ
WKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIZDWHUUHVRXUFHV
ZLWKSDUWLFXODUHPSKDVLVRQPDLQ
WDLQLQJ ZDWHU TXDOLW\ VWDQGDUGV 
DQGDQLQWHUHVWLQKHOSLQJVROYHZD
WHUSUREOHPV
0DQDJHUV DWWHQG UHJXODUO\
VFKHGXOHG PHHWLQJV RI WKH 'LV
WULFWERDUGDQGRWKHUUHODWHGPHHW
LQJV DQG DUH H[SHFWHG WR EH DEOH
WR VSHQG DSSUR[LPDWHO\  KRXUV
HDFK PRQWK RQ:DWHUVKHG 'LVWULFW
ZRUN0RUHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJ
WKH/RZHU0LQQHVRWD5LYHU:DWHU
VKHG 'LVWULFW LV DYDLODEOH DW ZZZ
ZDWHUVKHGGLVWULFWRUJ$SSOLFDWLRQV
DUH DYDLODEOH IURP 'HEUD %UD]LO
DW GEUD]LO#FRVFRWWPQXV RU YLD
SKRQHDW  

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Good records will help with
disaster insurance claims
:LWKWKHH[FHSWLRQRIÀRRGLQJPRVW
property losses due to a natural disaster
are covered by homeowner’s insurance.
If you have property damage, you need
to contact your insurance agent to
report the loss. The sooner you talk to
an agent, the sooner your claim can be
¿OHG DQG DQ DGMXVWHU ZLOO ORRN DW \RXU
damage.
You should also protect your property from further damage or theft. Patch
roofs temporarily, cover broken windows with boards or plastic, and move
household items out of the weather to a
safe storage location. If possible, take
pictures of the damage beforehand.
Accurate records will help you go
through the recovery process. Include a
list of all cleaning and repair bills, including materials, cost of rental equipment, and depreciation of purchased
equipment. Maintain a list of all disaster-related living expenses, including
hotel and restaurant bills, home rental,
and car rental.
List all actual losses -- including furniture, appliances, clothing, paintings,
artifacts, food, and equipment -- regardless of your intent to replace the items.
Try to document the value of each object lost. Written and videotaped household inventories, bills of sale, check and
charge account records, and insurance
evaluations are good evidence. If you
don’t have these records, estimate the

By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Every home, business in County
LVHOLJLEOHIRUÀRRGLQVXUDQFH
A homeowner pulls up damaged carpet.

value and give purchase place and date
of purchase.
Photograph damaged property.
These pictures can also be used for tax
deduction evidence.
Once the claim is being processed,
don’t be in a hurry to settle your claim.
Do not settle your claim until:
 Your property has been
thoroughly inspected by an
insurance adjustor and repair
contractor.
 An estimate for all damages
has been prepared and you fully
understand the total amount of
your settlement, including salvage
deductions and “appearance loss.”
 And you and your contractor
understand any time limits
required by the insurer for repairs.
One last item of advice: Contact a
UHSXWDEOH DQG ZHOOHVWDEOLVKHG ¿UP RU
individual to have your damage repaired
and use written contracts for the work.

Disaster preparedness
and hazards that pose the greatest risk.
These risks include events such as natural disasters, disease pandemics, chemical spills and other man-made hazards,
terrorist attacks, and cyber attacks. This
program was designed to recognize that
HYHU\RQH QHHGV WKH ÀH[LELOLW\ WR GHWHU
mine how they apply their resources,
based on the threats that are most relevant to them and their communities.
In order to prepare for emergencies,
the County and each city has designated
a primary and secondary Emergency
Operations Center (EOC). For examSOHGXULQJWKHÀRRGLQJLQWKH%ODNHOH\
Township area, the Belle Plaine Fire
Station was set up as the EOC because
%ODNHOH\ LV ZLWKLQ %HOOH 3ODLQH¶V ¿UH
district. Emergency responders gathered
there to help coordinate the response to
WKHÀRRGFRQGLWLRQVLQWKDWDUHD,QWKH
case of a larger disaster, one or several
Incident Command Centers may be set
up even closer to the disaster.
While Weldon serves as the County’s
emergency manager, local police chiefs
or their assistants serve as emergency
managers in the cities, with the excepWLRQ RI 6DYDJH ZKHUH WKH ¿UH FKLHI LV
assigned that role. If a disaster occurs,
Incident Commanders can also be designated. These commanders are usually
named based upon the type of incident.
)RU H[DPSOH D SXEOLF KHDOWK RI¿FLDO
may be the Incident Commander for a
GLVHDVH SDQGHPLF DQG D ¿UH FKLHI RU
environmental specialist could be put in
charge of a chemical spill.
NIMS has a pyramid command system, and as the incident expands, so
GR WKH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH QDPHG WR ¿OO
positions.
³:H DOVR OLNH WR XVH XQL¿HG FRP
mand because more people are involved
in the decision making,” said Weldon.
“The beauty of NIMS is that it helps everyone know who is responsible.”
:HOGRQ¶V FRXQW\ RI¿FH ZKLFK LQ
cludes Ron Holbeck who serves as the
assistant emergency manager, helps with
ongoing planning and performing exercises that will aid responders when they
do face emergencies. Some of the individual training is done online, but there
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are also desktop and simulated emergency training programs that involve
emergency responders from hospitals,
QXUVLQJ KRPHV VFKRROV ¿UH SROLFH
public and environmental health, public
affairs, and public works departments.
“You can’t plan for everything, but
having the framework and people who
have been trained for emergencies is
very helpful,” said Weldon.
The County also keeps resource lists,
such as names of waste contractors,
rendering companies, places to get supplies, and volunteers. They have contact
information for a group called Minnesota Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disasters (MnVOAD) that includes
QRQSUR¿WJURXSVVXFKDVWKH5HG&URVV
and the Salvation Army, as well as faith
organizations and others. This group
was recently contacted, with one family
in the Blakeley area getting help cleanLQJRXWDÀRRGHGEDVHPHQWDQGDQRWKHU
homeowner getting help rebuilding a
retaining wall that was damaged in a
mudslide.
Local churches, organizations, and
businesses have also come to the aid of
disaster victims, with Scouts and church
volunteers helping sandbag in Prior
Lake, and a towing company volunteering in the Belle Plaine area to pick
up damaged appliances and haul them
to the County’s Household Hazardous
Waste Facility for recycling.
“Every disaster event is different, but
you try to be as prepared as possible so
when emergencies occur, you have the
relationships and training to move in
and help as quickly as possible,” said
Weldon.
Residents are reminded that they
should also prepare themselves for
emergencies. “People are advised to be
prepared to take care of themselves for
72 hours in an emergency. That’s three
days,” said Weldon. “We hope we can
always reach people before then, but in
the event of a major disaster, it may not
be possible.”
To help prepare your family for an
emergency, visit the website www.
ready.gov.

6FRWW &RXQW\ UHVLGHQWV DUH QR VWUDQJHUV WR ÀRRGLQJ DW WKH 0LQQHVRWD 5LYHU
EXWPRVWRIXVDUHQRWDFFXVWRPHGWRÀDVKÀRRGLQJDQGODNHOHYHOVULVLQJWRWKH
point where the water threatens our property. Unfortunately, the summer of 2014
FKDQJHGWKDWIRUPDQ\LQ6FRWW&RXQW\)ODVKÀRRGLQJLQ-XQHFDXVHGPXGVOLGHV
and road washouts, along with rising water levels in all of our lakes. Many of the
homeowners and residents living around or near area lakes found themselves in the
XQIDPLOLDUUROHRIEHLQJRQWKHIURQWOLQHRIDÀRRGEDWWOH
As the water crept closer and closer to their homes, several residents experienced water damage in their basements and their yards. Many of those homeowners
TXLFNO\IRXQGRXWWKHLULQVXUDQFHSROLFLHVGLGQ¶WFRYHUÀRRGV:KLOHWKHVHKRPH
owners were facing an extremely stressful situation; that stress was compounded if
WKHKRPHVZHUHQ¶WSURWHFWHGE\ÀRRGLQVXUDQFH
6WDQGDUGKRPHRZQHUVLQVXUDQFHGRHVQRWSURWHFW\RXIURPÀRRGGDPDJH
DQG \RX PD\WKLQN WKDW VLQFH\RXUKRPHKDV QHYHUÀRRGHG LQWKHSDVW \RX
GRQ¶W QHHG ÀRRG LQVXUDQFH  %XW WKH IDFW LV DQ\ZKHUH LW UDLQV LW FDQ ÀRRG
0DQ\FRQGLWLRQVFDQUHVXOWLQDÀRRGVXFKDVRXWGDWHGRUFORJJHGGUDLQDJHV\V
tems, rapid accumulation of rainfall, or changes due to building and development
LQ\RXUDUHD-XVWEHFDXVH\RXKDYHQ¶WH[SHULHQFHGDÀRRGLQWKHSDVWGRHVQ¶WPHDQ
you won’t in the future.
)ORRGVDUHWKHPRVWFRPPRQQDWXUDOGLVDVWHULQWKH86)ODVKÀRRGVFDQFDXVH
boulders to roll, tear out trees, and destroy buildings, roads, and bridges. For a
KRPHRZQHUÀRRGLQVXUDQFHLVVRPHWKLQJ\RXVKRXOGVWURQJO\FRQVLGHU
Every home in Scott County is eligible for coverage with the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). NFIP helps provide a means for property owners to
¿QDQFLDOO\SURWHFWWKHPVHOYHV6LQFH6FRWW&RXQW\LVDSDUWLFLSDWLQJFRPPXQLW\LQ
the NFIP, all homeowners, renters, and business owners in our county are eligible
IRUÀRRGLQVXUDQFHWKURXJK1),3
There are two types of coverage one can get through NFIP, and you can choose
either one or both. One is building coverage, and the other is contents coverage.
With building coverage, you are insuring your structure and its foundation, the
electrical, plumbing, central air, furnaces, water heaters, appliances, and more. If
you choose contents coverage, your personal belongings -- such as carpets, curtains, clothing, washers and dryers, portable and window air conditioners, and other
personal valuables -- are covered.
0D\EH\RXWKLQNÀRRGLQVXUDQFHLVQ¶WIRU\RXEXWWKH1DWLRQDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI
,QVXUDQFH&RPPLVVLRQHUVHVWLPDWHVWKDWSHUFHQWRIÀRRGLQVXUDQFHFODLPVFRPH
IURPPRGHUDWHWRORZÀRRGULVNDUHDV,WPD\QRWVHHPOLNHSHUFHQWLVDODUJH
QXPEHUEXWUHPHPEHULQRUGHUWRPDNHDÀRRGLQVXUDQFHFODLP\RX¿UVWKDYHWR
KDYHÀRRGLQVXUDQFHDQGPRVWKRPHRZQHUVZKROLYHLQPRGHUDWHWRORZÀRRGULVN
DUHDVGRQRWKDYHWKHLUKRPHVLQVXUHGIRUÀRRGV
7KHFRVWVRIÀRRGGDPDJHFDQEHGHYDVWDWLQJWRDIDPLO\EXGJHWHVSHFLDOO\ZLWK
ÀDVKÀRRGLQJDVWKHUHLVOLWWOHWRQRZDUQLQJRUSUHSDUDWLRQWLPH,IÀRRGZDWHUV
get into your home or basement, you may be looking at a bill that can easily exceed
$10,000.
7KHJRRGQHZV"7KHDYHUDJHÀRRGLQVXUDQFHSROLF\LVQ¶WWKDWH[SHQVLYH7KH
DYHUDJHÀRRGLQVXUDQFHSROLF\FRVWVDERXWSHU\HDURUDERXWSHUPRQWK
,QPDQ\ORFDWLRQVLQ6FRWW&RXQW\ÀRRGLQVXUDQFHFRVWVOHVVWKDQSHUPRQWK
and that is for both building and content insurance.
6RKRZGR\RXJHWPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQRQÀRRGLQVXUDQFHDQGJHWDSROLF\RI\RXU
own? The answer is simple: visit ZZZÀRRGVPDUWJRYZKLFKLVWKHRI¿FLDOVLWHRI
the National Flood Insurance Program. On this site, you can get an estimate of your
annual premium, more knowledge of the different types of coverage, and which loFDOLQVXUDQFHEURNHUVFDQDGGÀRRGLQVXUDQFHWR\RXUSROLF\5HJDUGOHVVRIZKLFK
DJHQW\RXYLVLWWRJHWÀRRGLQVXUDQFHWKHSULFHRIWKHSROLF\ZLOOEHWKHVDPH
Regardless of how much you prepare or how ready you may be, sometimes
Mother Nature wins. Flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance ProJUDPLVRQHZD\WRKHOSJHW\RXUVHOIEDFNRQ\RXUIHHWLIÀRRGLQJ¿QGVLWVZD\LQWR
your home. For more information on the National Flood Insurance Program, visit
ZZZÀRRGVPDUWJRY.

Income tax deductions may
be available for property loss
Dealing with property loss after a diVDVWHUOLNHDÀRRGRUWRUQDGRLVDFKDO
lenge. However, some property losses
from natural disaster are tax deductible.
Such deductions, which are allowed for
partial or total loss of personal or business property, could greatly reduce the
amount of federal income taxes owed
for the year the disaster occurred.
If you claim a theft or casualty loss
resulting from a disaster you may be
asked to show:
* The type and date of disaster;
* That the damage was a direct result of the disaster;
* That you owned the property;
* For business and rental property,
your income tax basis in the property (in
general, this is the original cost of the
property plus the cost of any improve-

ments before the loss, minus depreciation claimed for income tax purposes);
* Fair market value before and after
the disaster; and
  $Q\ LQVXUDQFH EHQH¿WV RU RWKHU
compensation received including free
repairs, restoration, and cleanup from
any disaster relief agencies.
For documentation, be sure to keep
any before-and-after photographs, receipts from both cash and credit transactions, check and debit card statements,
deeds, purchase contracts, and professional statements. This is good supporting evidence for casualty claims.
For more details, contact your local
tax preparation professional for advice.
,56RI¿FHVDQGWKHLUZHEVLWHZZZLUV
gov, have more information on casualty
losses as well.

Outdoor Recreation

Aug/Sept 2014 Scott County SCENE Page 9

in partnership with

Minnesota’s Past
A mother skillfully combines ﬁbers on a spinning wheel; the daughter sewing a crimson
garment. They both wear aprons over full length, emerald dresses; their hair tied back
in a bun. The main room in their log house is simply furnished: a wood stove for heat
and cooking, three wooden chairs around a small dining table, burning oil candles,
a coiled rug with a rainbow of colors, cabinets stocked with tools for their crafts and
cooking. There is no electricity, no indoor plumbing. It is 1860 in a quaint town named
Eagle Creek.
No, this isn’t a scene from a movie or book. This is history happening before your eyes at
The Landing – Minnesota River Heritage Park.
Nestled along the Minnesota River, The Landing (formerly Historic Murphy’s Landing)
lies just east of downtown Shakopee. Established in 1969, this 88-acre living history
museum depicts life in the Lower Minnesota River Valley from the 1840s–1890s
with demonstrations and authentic 19th-century buildings. Frozen in time, costumed
interpreters explain the mechanics and importance of their skills to inquiring visitors, while
having a few questions of their own (“What is this ‘cell phone’ you speak of?”).
Annually, The Landing hosts numerous programs, events, summer camps and school
programs. All of these programs would not be possible without a dedicated team of
volunteers, who are many of the costumed interpreters bringing history to life. Volunteers
create an authentic and fun experience, allowing visitors to be immersed in the culture of
the 1800s as opposed to being lectured about it, an immersion that staff alone cannot
fully accomplish.
Explore history this fall and discover the many cultures that inﬂuence life in Minnesota
today. Celebrate a successful summer harvest over Labor Day Weekend, discover how
apples were established as a major horticultural crop at Apfelfest, or collect a variety of
traditional treats and toys during the Old Fashioned Trick-or-Treat. While there, don’t
forget to ride a trolley pulled by Percheron horses, visit the farm animals, and enjoy the
view overlooking the Minnesota River.
Program details can be found on page 10, online at ThreeRiversParks.org, or by calling
763.559.6700.

parks
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
400 West 260th Street, New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 7 AM–Sunset, May 1 - September 30
Located on the south shore of Cedar Lake near New Prague, the
former Cedar Lake Farm and Day Resort property has family and
group picnicking, catered events, swimming, and ﬁshing. Canoe and
Kayak rental Friday–Sunday, Noon–7 PM, Memorial Day–Labor Day.

Cleary Lake Regional Park
18106 Texas Avenue, Prior Lake, MN 55372
Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
This park is one of the most popular year-round recreation spots
in the south metro. With amenities including a 9-hole golf course,
campground, picnic area, swimming beach, cross-country ski trails
and more, this beautiful park has something for everyone.

5IF-BOEJOH

2187 Highway 101 East, Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 763.694.7784
Hours: March - November: Mon-Fri: 10 AM-5 PM,
Saturday: 10 AM–5 PM, Sunday: 12 PM–5 PM
Step back in time to see what life was like for people who lived in the Minnesota River Valley 150 years ago. It’s history
happening right before your eyes. Costumed interpreters and authentic buildings help recreate late 19th-century life in
Minnesota, a time when settlers were establishing farmsteads and villages on the frontier. The park is open for tours,
educational events, group events and weddings. On weekends in December, revisit the settlers’ holiday traditions with
Folkways of the Holidays. Kids also love playing house in 1880s style at the Martinson House.

.VSQIZ)BOSFIBO1BSL3FTFSWF

15501 Murphy Lake Road, Savage, MN 55378, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: 5:00 AM–10:00 PM
The peaceful wilderness at Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve in northeast Scott County features glacial ridges, hilly terrain
and an extensive lush forest. This is one of the most challenging cross-country ski areas in the Twin Cities and a favorite
spot for mountain bikers. With the exception of the trails, the park reserve remains undeveloped, making it the best park
in Three Rivers for birdwatchers to spot woodland songbirds. This park has also been designated an Important Bird Area
by the National Audubon Society.

Spring Lake Regional Park
15851 Howard Lake Road, Prior Lake, MN 55372, Phone: 763.694.7777
Hours: Sunrise to 10pm daily
Scott County’s newest regional park includes 3.5 miles of paved trails, a 9-acre fenced dog park, and 1 acre small dog
park. Rolling hills, woods, and meadows provide a great experience for walkers, bikers, and in-line skaters.

XXXDPTDPUUNOVTQBSLTUSBJMTt5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH

5IF1BSUOFSTIJQ
The Scott County-Three Rivers
Park District Partnership operates
under a Joint Powers Agreement
that combines resources to
collectively operate all regional
parks and trails in Scott County.

2014 Park
*NQSPWFNFOUT
Visit ThreeRiversParks.org
for details.
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve - The City of Savage
is completing reconstructing 154th Street on the north
side of the park which will affect park access, watch for
detours. Following the road construction a new 3-acre
dog off-leash area will be added near the trailhead
parking area.
Cleary Lake Regional Park - With construction
beginning on August 11 improvements will include
an expanded driving range and practice green, new
sidewalks and retaining walls around the visitor center,
improved accessibility for the visitor center and storm
water features around the parking lots.
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event calendar
LABOR DAY WEEKEND

$3 TOUR DAYS

Celebrate a successful summer with the
farmers and townsfolk of Eagle Creek. Play
games and ride a horse-drawn trolley. Tour
craft and farm exhibits. Join a nature hike on
Saturday or watch a “base ball” match on
Monday. Visit artisans demonstrating their
skills and see how early Minnesota life was
sustained by the tools of the trade. Gift shop
and food concessions available. $5 ages 1864; $3 ages 2-17 and 65+; children under 2
admitted free. Ages: All.
August 30 — Saturday #338407-16
10 AM–5 PM
August 31 — Sunday #338407-17
Noon–5 PM
September 1 — Monday #338407-18
10 AM–5 PM, The Landing

Join a guided tour. Enter through the visitor
center (Main Entrance). Walking distance is
1.5 miles round trip. Call 763.694.7784 for
tour schedule. $3; children under 2 admitted
free. Ages: All.
Saturdays
September 6-October 25 #438401-00
10 AM–5 PM

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS
Outdoor activities for preschoolers and
adults to enjoy together! Each program
includes hands-on activities, introduction to
the featured recreational skill, and outdoor
exploration and play. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: 3-6, both adult and child pay.
Wednesdays or Saturdays
10–11:30 AM, Cleary Lake Regional Park
Fishing Fun
September 3 — Wednesday #424503-00
Pond Study
September 17 or 20 #424503-01/02
Animal Tracks
October 1 or 11 #424503-03/04
Geocaching
October 15 or 25 #424503-05/06
Pumpkins
October 29 — Wednesday #424503-18

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
(SUP) LESSON
The fast-growing sport of stand-up
paddleboarding is an exciting way to explore
the water and offers a full body workout.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$35. Ages: 14+.
September 4 — Thursday #424511-00
5–7 PM
September 5 — Friday #424511-01
5–7 PM
September 6 — Saturday #424511-02
1–3 PM
September 12 — Friday #424511-03
2–4 PM
September 13 — Saturday #424511-04
9–11 AM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

º FAMILY FISHING
Learn about types of ﬁsh, preparing
equipment, bait, and handling the ﬁsh once
they’re caught. Equipment and ﬁshing license
provided for class only. Reservations required.
$6. Ages: All; children must attend with
an adult.
September 5 — Friday #427701-05
5–7 PM
September 13 — Saturday #427701-06
9–11 AM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

º GEOCACHING FOR S’MORES
Yummy, gooey s’mores! Learn geocaching
basics and search for delicious treasure.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$8. Ages: All; children must attend with
an adult.
September 6 — Saturday #424501-08
9–11 AM
September 12 — Friday #424501-09
5–7 PM
October 3 — Friday #424501-10
4–6 PM
October 25 — Saturday #424501-11
1–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park
September 15 — Monday #427701-01
5–7 PM
September 20 — Saturday #427701-02
9–11 AM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

MENACING 40:
MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE
Do you have the endurance and mental
fortitude to battle 40 miles of single track?
Compete individually or in teams of up to
four riders. The Menacing 40 consists of
four 10-mile loops. Awards, door prizes, and
good times to follow the race. Sponsored by
Freewheel Bike. Registration begins at 8 AM;
race start is at 9 AM. Ages: 16+.
Individual Racers #423735-00
$20 preregistration, $30 day-of
Teams (up to four people) #423735-01
$40 preregistration, $50 day-of
September 6 — Saturday
9 AM–2 PM,
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

Sundays
September 7-October 26 #438401-02
Noon–5 PM, The Landing

º FAMILY ARCHERY
Learn the basics of shooting safely and
accurately. Shoot at stationary targets and
compete in fun shooting games. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. $7. Ages: 8+.
September 6 — Saturday #427701-03
3–5 PM
September 17 — Wednesday #427701-04
5–7 PM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
September 13 — Saturday #424501-13
1–3 PM
September 22 — Monday #424501-14
5–7 PM
September 27 — Saturday #424501-15
9–11 AM
October 11 — Saturday #424501-16
1–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

º CANOE WHEN THE MOON

IS FULL
Paddle under the full moon. Watch for
wildlife and be entertained with stories as you
paddle. Equipment provided. Reservations
required. $8. Ages: 5+; children must attend
with an adult.
September 6 — Saturday #427706-02
6–8 PM
October 5 — Sunday #427706-03
5:30–7:30 PM
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
September 8 — Monday #424506-02
6–8 PM
October 4 — Saturday #424506-03
5:30–7:30 PM
October 8 — Wednesday #424506-04
5:30–7:30 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

NATURE PLAY DATE
Explore, discover and play. Meet families
interested in getting their children outdoors.
Free. Ages: All.
September 8 — Monday #424503-09
10–11 AM
September 18 — Thursday #424503-10
1–2 PM
September 22 — Monday #424503-11
10–11 AM
October 3 — Friday #424503-12
10–11 AM
October 6 — Monday #424503-13
10–11 AM
October 14 — Tuesday #424503-14
1–2 PM
October 20 — Monday #424503-15
10–11 AM
October 28 — Tuesday #424503-16
1–2 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

MY PRESCHOOLER & ME:
EARLY EXPLORERS
Discover historic Eagle Creek with your child.
Play, sing, read stories and explore as new
themes are investigated each month. Dress as
a pioneer or arrive as you are! Reservations
required, by phone only; call 763.559.6700.
$5. Ages: 2-5, both adult and child pay.
Tuesdays, 10–11:30 AM
Busy Bees
September 9 #438403-00
Apple Cidering
October 14 #438403-01
Turkey Time
November 11 #438403-02
The Landing

AFTERSCHOOL
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
Drop the kids off for an afternoon of fun!
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 8-12.
Wednesdays, 4:30–6 PM
Fishing
September 10 #427727-00
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
Archery
September 24 #427727-01
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park
October 1 #424527-00
Cleary Lake Regional Park
Tribute Training
October 15 #424527-01
Cleary Lake Regional Park

Outdoor Recreation
º FAMILY CANOEING
Learn safety, entering and exiting a canoe,
and paddle strokes while having fun on the
water. Equipment provided. Reservations
required. $15. Ages: 5+.
September 11 — Thursday #424501-20
5–7 PM
September 27 — Saturday #424501-21
1–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park
September 13 — Saturday #427701-07
1–3 PM
September 18 — Thursday #427701-08
5–7 PM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

º FAMILY SLACKLINING
Discover a new hit for barbeques, family
reunions and parties: slacklining! Assist and
cheer on each other as you master your
balance. Learn about equipment needs,
set-up and safety. Reservations required. $5.
Ages: 3+.
September 19 — Friday #424501-07
5–6:30 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park
September 27 — Saturday, #427701-00
12:30–2 PM,
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

FALL COLORS KAYAK TOURS
Enjoy the crisp, cool air while taking in views
of wildlife and beautiful fall colors on local
lakes. Previous paddling experience required.
Equipment provided. Reservations required.
$45. Ages: 14+.
September 20 — Saturday #427712-00
1:30–4:30 PM
October 4 — Saturday #427712-01
1–4 PM, Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

º THE BASICS OF ORIENTEERING
Learn how to use only a map and compass
to navigate around the woods. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 8+.
September 20 — Saturday #424501-06
1–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

º EXCITING INSECTS
Learn about the insects of fall including
monarchs, bees, and ones living in the prairie.
Explore with a net in hand. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: 3+.
September 26 — Friday #424501-01
1:30–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

º FALL COLORS PHOTOGRAPHY
Explore the park and see the world from
a different perspective. Learn features of
the camera and what makes a great photo.
Reservations required. $10. Ages: 8+.
September 26 — Friday #423701-01
5–7 PM
October 10 — Friday #423701-02
4–6 PM, Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

º FALL FUN
Discover the activities of your favorite
animals and the changing colors on the trees.
Explore the park and make a leaf project.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: All.
September 27 — Saturday #427701-09
9–10:30 AM,
Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park

APFELFEST!
Discover how early Minnesota pioneers
established winter-hardy “apfels” (German
for “apple”) and turned them into a major
horticultural crop. A special emphasis is on
German immigrant history and includes
recipes and demonstrations of apple use in
the 1800s. Apples are cooked, dried, canned,
jellied and cidered. Play games and ride a
horse-drawn trolley. Gift shop and food
concessions available. $5 ages 18-64; $3 ages
2-17 and 65+; children under 2 admitted free.
Ages: All.
October 4 — Saturday #438407-45
10 AM–5 PM
October 5 — Sunday #438407-46
Noon–5 PM, The Landing

º FALL COLORS HIKE
Enjoy the vibrant reds, oranges and yellows
of fall. Look for wildlife and learn about trees
and colors. Reservations required. $5.
Ages: All.
October 4 — Saturday #424501-00
2–3:30 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

º FALL BIRDING: THE BASICS
Discuss bird identiﬁcation, feeders, seed, and
attracting birds to your feeder. Practice by
identifying the local population. Reservations
required. $5. Ages: All.
October 5 — Sunday #423701-00
1–2:30 PM
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

º WALK WHEN THE MOON IS FULL
Explore the signs and sounds of fall with
a hike under the full moon. Warm up
afterwards with a cup of hot chocolate.
Reservations required. $5. Ages: All.
October 6 — Monday #424506-00
5:30–7 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

NOCTURNAL MOUNTAIN
BIKE RACES
Experience the rush of night racing. Twist and
turn through 10.5-miles of single track using
your required mounted bike lights. Awards,
door prizes and good times after every race.
Registration begins at 5:30 PM; race start
is 6:30 PM. $12 preregistration; $15 day-of
registration. Ages: 14+.
October 18 — Saturday #423735-02
November 1 — Saturday #423735-03
6:30–8:30 PM,
Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve

º PUMPKINS
Investigate and learn about pumpkins. Make
a craft to take home. Reservations required.
$5. Ages: All.
October 10 — Friday #424501-03
1:30–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

STORY TIME AT THE LIBRARY
Learn about Minnesota and its rich history
and culture. Each program includes an
introduction to the featured activity and
exploration time. In partnership with
Scott County Libraries. Funded in part by
Minnesota’s Art and Cultural Heritage Fund.
Free. Ages: All.
Bats
October 14 — Tuesday #429903-00
10:30–11:15 AM, Shakopee Public Library
235 Lewis St S, Shakopee
October 17 — Friday #429903-01
10:30–11:15 AM,
Belle Plaine Public Library
125 W Main St, Belle Plaine
Reptiles and Amphibians
October 16 — Thursday #429903-02
10:30–11:15 AM,
New Prague Public Library
400 E Main St, New Prague
Seasonal Changes
October 16 — Thursday #429903-03
6:30–7:15 PM, Savage Public Library
13090 Alabama Ave S, Savage
October 27 — Monday #429903-04
6:30–7:15 PM, Jordan Public Library
275 Creek Lane S, Jordan

OLD-FASHIONED
TRICK-OR-TREAT
Trick-or-treat along candlelit paths. Begin on
a horse-drawn trolley. Collect a variety of
traditional treats and toys. Finish with cider,
a cookie and entertainment. Costumes are
encouraged. Reservations required, by phone
only; call 763.559.6700. $8 preregistration
with treats or $10 day-of; $5 preregistration
without treats or $6 day-of; children 2 and
under admitted free without treats.
Ages: All.
October 18 — Saturday #438407-32 to 39
4–8 PM, The Landing

FALL DAY CAMP:
ARCHERY AND SURVIVAL SKILLS
Fill your day off from school with adventure!
Shoot archery, learn atlatl spear throwing,
and build shelters. Equipment provided.
Reservations required. $45. Ages: 8-12.
October 20 — Monday #424510-00
9 AM–3 PM, Cleary Lake Regional Park

3&(*453"5*0/*/'03."5*0/
t
5ISFF3JWFST1BSLTPSH
Mon. – Fri. 8 am–5 pm
4DIPMBSTIJQ*OGPSNBUJPO
Applications are considered on the basis
of ﬁnancial need and funds available.
Call for details.
3FGVOET
Pre-paid registrations canceled at least
15 days in advance are 100 percent
refundable; less than 15 days and more
than 5 days are 50 percent refundable;
and 5 days or less are not refundable.
Programs will take place rain or shine. If
a program is canceled by park staff, you
will be notiﬁed and a full refund or credit
will be issued upon your request.

º GROUP PROGRAM DISCOUNTS
Groups of four or more individuals can
receive a 20% discount on any program with
an asterisk ( ) in the title. To receive the
discount:

*

t &OUJSFHSPVQNVTUQBZSFMBUFEGFFTBUUIF
same time.
t *GSFTFSWBUJPOTBSFOPUSFRVJSFE BTLGPS
the discount when you arrive at the
program.
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'URXJKWVDQGÀRRGV
impact yards and gardens
Lately, you could legitimately call the
weather patterns the “perfect storm” for
negative impacts on much of our plant
life and gardens. Many of our woody
plants were already suffering from the
effects of a two-year drought going into
last winter that just didn’t seem to end.
Our cool spring was then followed by
June… our wettest month on record. We
will likely be seeing the results of all of
this throughout the growing season, and
possibly even beyond. Here are some
things you may be seeing on your property and a few hints to deal with them.

Trees

'URXJKW DQGRU ÀRRG VWUHVVHG
trees could become infected with diseases or invaded by insects. Anthracnose is a general term used to describe
a group of fungal diseases that result
in a wide range of symptoms including leaf spots, blotches or distortions,
defoliation, shoot blight, twig cankers,
and dieback on many different types of
trees and shrubs. In most cases, anthracnose will not cause permanent damage
to healthy, established trees, but if a tree
is severely defoliated for a couple of
growing seasons it could result in death.
By Sue Riesgraf, Scott County Master Gardener Coordinator
If you have a tree with foliar spots it
Faster than a sprouting weed, more powerful than herbicide, able to leap an ar- is usually best to just wait it out. Likely,
bor in a single bound…look, out in the garden…it’s a bird, it’s a plane, no… it’s an the tree will look better the next growExtension Master Gardener!
ing season. However, even trees that
The term “Master Gardener” can conjure up thoughts of a green-thumbed super have appeared to recover from enviKHURZKRJURZVSUL]HZLQQLQJSHWXQLDVDQGKDVLQ¿QLWHNQRZOHGJHDERXWDOOWKLQJV ronmental stresses may still be at risk
botanical. Extension Master Gardeners do not necessarily know all of the right an- for other opportunistic infections -- esVZHUVEXWWKH\KDYHKDGWUDLQLQJWRKHOSWKHPNQRZKRZWR¿QGWKHP7KH\VKDUH pecially root rot -- that can take years
a common desire to continually learn about the science behind growing. And they to develop. Symptoms can include
must actually like people as much as plants, because they are educators who use the leaf chlorosis, defoliation, reduction in
knowledge they have gained to give back to their communities.
leaf and shoot growth, dieback, and/or
The University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardener program began in death. You may even see white mycelial
1972. The goal was to provide trained and enthusiastic volunteers willing to help fans develop under the bark or honeyExtension staff meet an increasing amount of requests for home horticulture in- colored mushrooms growing in clumps
formation, especially in urban areas and regions where hobby farms and vacation at the tree base.
homes were expanding. The role of an Extension Master Gardener volunteer is to
Some simple actions you can take
provide non-biased, research-based information on the best practices in consumer if you have a tree with early disease
horticulture and environmental stewardship.
symptoms are raking up and disposing
The dual county program of Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners has over RI IDOOHQ OHDYHV EHIRUH WKH ¿UVW VQRZ
100 active volunteers. Last year, 109 Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners and fall to discourage over-wintering of
interns logged more than 6,000 hours of volunteer time spent preparing for and fungi. Removing dead or dying limbs
actually contributing to educational programming and events within the two coun- and branches may also help. Heavy
ties. Some of their time gets spent providing advice to home-owners at Help Desks, pruning of any kind is best done during
community events, or via the Yard & Garden Line, putting on outreach events (like the dormant season, especially January
a plant sale, garden tour, and annual horticulture education day), writing articles through March. If you have lost trees
for local publications, holding classes and workshops for adults and youth, and and are looking to replace them, do your
working with partners (like Habitat for Humanity, Soil and Water Conservation research: Some species are better suited
Districts, county libraries, city governments, and area schools, nursing homes, and for either drier or wetter spots. Starting
other organizations). Much of the education they provide to the public is free of with the right plant in the right spot is
charge, but proceeds from some events and services are needed to fund their out- DOZD\VWKHEHVW¿UVWVWHSLQJDUGHQLQJ
reach activities.
If you think you might be interested in becoming a Carver-Scott Extension Mas- Lawn
WHU*DUGHQHU\RX¿UVWQHHGWREHDFFHSWHGE\WKHORFDODQGVWDWHSURJUDP$JRRG
,I\RXUWXUIZDVÀRRGHGWKLVVXPPHU
candidate need not be a horticulture or environmental expert. Maybe you are a good you may now be seeing dead patches
public speaker, or want to work primarily with children or diverse populations, due to silt deposits and/or stagnant wahave good computer, writing or marketing skills, or love event-planning. We are ter that smothered the roots, or fungal
looking for super heroes with a variety of skills and interests, but most importantly LQIHFWLRQV)RUDUHDVWKDWZHUHÀRRGHG
who enjoy working with people.
you may want to use a core type aeriFirst-year interns must complete a 50-hour core course held in person at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum or on-line at a cost of $275 (partial-full scholarships
available), contribute at least 50 hours of approved volunteer service, and attend
¿YHPRQWKO\PHHWLQJV7RPDLQWDLQWKH([WHQVLRQ0DVWHU*DUGHQHUWLWOHWKHUHDIWHU
DSHUVRQPXVWFRPSOHWHDWOHDVW¿YHKRXUVRIFRQWLQXLQJHGXFDWLRQDQGKRXUVRI
volunteer time each year.
Interested? Application materials will be available in mid- to late August, with
an October 1 deadline. Selection and interviews will be done in October and interns
begin core courses in January. For more information, visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org or contact Program Coordinator Sue Riesgraf at riesg003@umn.edu.

Master Gardener Karen Brinkman (at right) worked with Girl Scouts (left to
right) Julia Wevaert, Whitney Sethney, and Olivia Pedersen on a project.

Super Heroes of a different kind

Photo by M.Grabowski, UMN Extension

Maple Anthracnose is a common
fungal problem.

¿HU WR KHOS DGG R[\JHQ WR WKH VRLO DQG
to break up sediment layers. You can do
this along with top seeding dead or bare
spots, being sure to achieve good seedto-soil contact. Grass seed establishes
better in cooler weather, so if you’re
patching spots or tilling and starting
over, it is best to wait until mid-late
August. Sam Bauer, U of M Extension
Turfgrass Educator, recommends Kentucky bluegrass rather than perennial
U\HJUDVVRU¿QHIHVFXHVDVDJRRGFKRLFH
for seed in perpetually wetter areas.

Fruits/Vegetables
If you haven’t already, stake up plants
such as tomatoes to increase air circulation on foliage. Put down an organic
mulch such as straw or wood chips, and
lift things like vine crops off the soil.
Remove any badly infected plants and
dropped leaves from the garden to prevent disease spread.
Some helpful resources from
University of Minnesota Extension:
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/
http://blog.lib.umn.edu/efans/
ygnews/2014/07/repairing-lawnsIROORZLQJÀRRKWPO
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/
yard-garden/trees-shrubs/anthracnose/
index.html
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/
yard-garden/landscaping/best-plantsfor-tough-sites/
Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardener Yard & Garden Phone
Line: (952) 466-5308. Leave a message with your garden question, and
you should get a call you back within
48 hours.

Carver-Scott Extension
Master Gardeners

Plant Sale

SVABW seeks volunteers
Southern Valley Alliance for Battered Women is offering free advocate
training for crisis line advocacy, beginning on Sept. 20.They are seeking caring individuals who are able to volunteer from their home, take on two phone
shifts per month, and are able to make a one-year commitment..This free training begins on March 22, and they are seeking caring
Weekly support group facilitators and childcare volunteers are also needed.
Gain valuable knowledge and build your professional skills while making an
important difference in someone else’s life. For further information, call Jan or
Anna at (952) 873-4214.

The Carver-Scott Extension Master Gardeners will be selling
plants from their own yards and gardens at their 6th Annual Plant Sale

Saturday, August 23 from 9 a.m. -12 noon
Chaska Rainbow Foods parking lot
The sale will feature perennials, shrubs, fall bulbs, ornamental grasses,
select annuals, fresh produce, and even garden art at very reasonable
prices. There will be many Extension Master Gardeners on site to offer
help with plant selection, provide information,
and answer gardening questions.
For more information, visit www.carverscottmastergardeners.org.
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Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed
District has new leadership
Meet Charlie Howley, a new manager on the Prior Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District Board. Charlie brings
passion and a wealth of knowledge and
H[SHULHQFH WR WKLV ¿YHPHPEHU ERDUG
appointed by Scott
County. Born and
raised in Prior Lake
-- and now residing
there with his wife
and three sons -- he
has made a habit of
becoming actively
involved in community planning.
Charlie’s
experi- Charlie Howley
ence as a volunteer on committees in
Norwood Young America and Prior
Lake, and as a city council member in
Norwood Young America, will be put to
good use as he works with the agencies
that are part of the 42-square-mile Watershed District, which includes Prior
Lake, Savage, and Shakopee; parts of
Sand Creek and Spring Lake Townships; and the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community’s tribal lands.
A civil engineer who graduated from
the University of Minnesota and has
worked in a small consulting engineerLQJ ¿UP IRU  \HDUV &KDUOLH LV HVSHcially concerned about the impact of
urban and rural erosion and sediment on
local water bodies.
An advocate of performing due diligence on water resources issues, he stated, “The Watershed District has a management plan and all of our actions need
to be reviewed with that plan in mind.
This is especially true with the recent
ÀRRGLQJLVVXHV:HQHHGWRDYRLGµNQHH
jerk reactions’ in favor of careful conVLGHUDWLRQ RI ÀRRG PLWLJDWLRQ RSWLRQV

and how they will affect the long-term
health of the watershed.”
Diane Lynch is the new administrator of the Prior Lake-Spring Lake
Watershed
District. With over
20 years of experience working in
the water resourcHV ¿HOG IRU ZDtershed districts,
state
agencies,
counties, regional
governments, and
Diane Lynch
QRQSUR¿W RUJDQLzations, she understands how governments work.
For several years, Diane was an environmental consultant and wrote management plans, and developed and implemented public involvement processes
for water quality, wastewater treatment,
and transportation projects. She comes
to the District from a position as Senior
Manager and Development Director for
the Freshwater Society. Diane has her
master’s degree in Conservation Biology from the University of Minnesota.
“I am excited to be working with a watershed district that has a long history of
water resources protection and building
partnerships with the public and private sector alike,” Diane noted. “Recent
ÀRRGLQJLVVXHVKDYHLQVSLUHGDOORIXVWR
FRQGXFWµRXWRIWKHER[¶WKLQNLQJDQG,
look forward to working with our Board
of Managers and with all of our partners
on innovative solutions.”
For more information on the Prior
Lake-Spring Lake Watershed District,
please call (952) 447-4166 or check out
its website www.plslwd.org.
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Shoreline restoration is
focus of free workshop
Did you know Minnesota has
more shoreline than California, Florida, and Hawaii... combined? If you
live on one of Scott County’s beautiful lakes, you may worry about
shrinking shoreline; wave and ice action; or a steep, eroding slope next to
the water. Find out how to save and
restore these areas by taking extra
steps to stop shoreline erosion while
doing your part to keep your lake waWHU FOHDQ IRU ¿VKLQJ UHFUHDWLQJ DQG
lake life at the same time.
Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) invites
lakeshore property owners to the
¿UVWHYHU³5HVWRUH<RXU6KRUHOLQH´
workshop from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 25, at the Spring Lake
Town Hall in rural Prior Lake.
This workshop will help you under- A “Restore Your Shoreline” free
stand why your shoreline is erod- workshop is set for Sept. 25.
ing; review the importance of native
plants and natural borders in preserving your shoreline; discuss lake ecosysWHPVOHDUQIURPRWKHUODNHKRPHRZQHUV¶H[SHULHQFHV¿QGRXWDERXWIXQGLQJ
opportunities to offset shoreline restoration costs; and identify invasive upland
and aquatic plants.
Why do shorelines erode?
Many people who live on a lake often attempt to maintain turf grass along
the shoreline and remove aquatic vegetation for swimming and other water
activities. Turf grass has a shallow root system that doesn’t protect shorelines.
So if aquatic plants are removed, the exposed shoreline receives direct impact
from waves and ice… and begins to erode and shrink over time. Deep-rooted
native plants growing in the water and in moist areas along the shore protect
shorelines and minimize damage from wave erosion, ice dams, and boat traf¿F5HVWRULQJ\RXUVKRUHOLQHZLWKWKHVHSODQWVDOVRSURYLGHVLPSURYHG¿VKDQG
wildlife habitat too.
A great refresher on keeping your shoreline healthy and in place, this workshop is for those who want to manage shoreline along lakes, rivers, streams,
wetlands, and stormwater retention ponds. There is no charge, but registration is required E\7XHVGD\ 6HSWHPEHU  &DOO WKH 6FRWW 6:&' RI¿FH DW
(952) 492-5425, or register online www.scottswcd.org/workshops.

Meth Task Force gears up for 8th annual fundraiser
Summer is in full swing, and there’s
no better time than now to start thinking about signing up to participate in the
8th annual “Tee it up for the Task Force”
Fundraiser to be held on September
5, 2014. Each registration includes
18 holes of golf at Stonebroooke Golf
Club in Shakopee, a barbecue lunch,
a golf cart for you and your team, and
-- if you register before August 15th -- a
free round of golf at Stonebrooke for a
future visit will be included! The fundraiser also features the chance to be chosen as a participant in our hole-in-one
shot contests, with the prizes of $2,500,
$50,000, $100,000, and one million dollars! After the tournament and followLQJOXQFKWKHUHZLOODOVREHDUDIÀHDQG
a live auction.
This year’s live auction features a
variety of auction packages as well as at
least three getaway trips. 7KH¿UVWWULS
LV D /DNH RI WKH :RRGV ¿VKLQJ WULS
in Northern Minnesota. Three nights
ORGJLQJ DQG WZR IXOOV GD\V RI ¿VKLQJ
$ IXOO\ IXUQLVKHG ¿YHEHGURRP KRPH
ZLWK KRXVHNHHSLQJ VHUYLFH ¿VKLQJ
guides, and a deck with a beautiful view
RIDOOQDWXUHKDVWRRIIHU$OO¿VKLQJJHDU
is included.
The second trip is a trip to Las Vegas for four days, three nights and the
use of a fully furnished six bedroom,
four bathroom house with a pool, spa,
and much more. This beautiful home
sleeps 12 people and is located just
three miles from the Las Vegas strip. To
top this trip off, there will also be $500
spending money included to use how
the winner so chooses.
The third trip is a trip to a Scottsdale Arizona Ranch. A week stay for

four, this beautiful Arizona ranch package includes the use of the pool and hot
tub and features a trail ride during the
trip. The ranch is perfect for a week
getaway.
Scott County’s Meth Task Force is a
public/private partnership dedicated to

identifying, educating, preventing, and
controlling methamphetamine (meth)
and its impact on the community. Additionally, the Meth Task Force is committed to educating and raising awareness about the impact of gateway drugs,
including: illegal use of prescription
drugs, marijuana use, inhalants, and un-

derage drinking.
Join us for the 8th annual “Tee it up
for the Task Force” fundraiser. After
all, what better way is there to keep our
community drug-free while both having fun and making a difference than to
go out, play golf, and “Tee it up for the
Task Force”?
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and
maybe even read about it already, but
we’re going to try and make the Scott
County Association for Leadership
DQG (I¿FLHQF\ DND 6&$/(  D OLWWOH
more relevant by bringing you SCALE
“news you can use” – updates on road
projects, local events, community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such
as how your tax dollars are being put
to use. SCALE’s mission statement is
pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities
can collaborate to provide outstanding
service while making the most of limited resources.” So watch this page
for information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

From Savage:
Residents continue to rank
Savage, services high
Citizens’ opinions of services provided by the City of Savage edged a bit
higher than they were two years ago,
indicating that overall, most are highly
VDWLV¿HGZLWKWKHLUORFDOJRYHUQPHQW
The feedback was gained through a
biennial survey intended to gauge the
City’s performance in a number of areas. Randomly selected by telephone,
400 survey participants responded to
80 questions about public safety, water
and sewer, building inspections, street
maintenance, parks, recreation services,
and more. Although the telephone survey has been conducted routinely for
the past several years, an online version
was added this year in hopes of reaching more people. The online survey was
voluntarily completed by 257 people.
Respondents of the telephone survey
gave high ratings to Savage’s quality of
life, with 46 percent ranking it as “excellent” and 51 percent stating it was
“good.” In the online survey, 42 percent
stated the community’s quality of life
was “excellent,” while 57 percent rated
it as “good.”
The survey results can be viewed at
cityofsavage.com.

Fecho, Darin Cizek, Jason McDonough,
Brian Huttner, John Brick, and James
McCue.

From Shakopee:
Shakopee receives Main
Street designation
Shakopee recently became the seventh community in the state to receive
“Main Street” designation with Minnesota Main Street.
Main Street Shakopee, a program of
the Shakopee Chamber of Commerce
and City of Shakopee, made an application to become a designated Main Street
Program participant in spring 2014. After Minnesota Main Street carefully reviewed the application and conducted a
site visit with interviews, an invitation
to join was made in July.
The program aims to support Shakopee’s historic downtown and active
riverfront district, which serves as the
cultural and historical core of the community, through revitalization, design
and promotion.
Learn more about Main Street Shakopee at www.shakopee.org.

Backyard chickens
now permitted
Shakopee residents can now raise
chickens for fresh eggs in their backyard.
In June, the City Council adopted a
new ordinance allowing residents to
NHHS XS WR ¿YH KHQ
chickens on their
property, provided
they meet all the
conditions outlined
in the ordinance. Chickens are not alORZHGRXWVLGHWKHFRQ¿QHPHQWLQFOXGing in the home or garage, at any time.
Chicken coops and runs must meet
building requirements. No roosters are
allowed.
In recent years, the City has received
multiple requests from residents to permit backyard chickens in residential
areas. The Police Department reviewed
ordinances from metro cities to identify best practices when implementing
a backyard chicken ordinance and the
City also used input from the Farm Advisory Board.
For more information about the ordinance, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
petsandanimals.

From the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux
Community:
Water purchase
DJUHHPHQW¿QDOL]HG

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community and the City of Prior Lake
signed a water purchase agreement giving the City access to a new water supThe Main Street Shakopee program ply for the next 25 years. The SMSC
will support the city’s historic expanded its North Water Treatment Facility on McKenna Road to help accomdowntown.
modate the anticipated long-term needs
tribe and the City.
SandVenture season ends of the
The facility expansion includes an
August 24
additional well drawing from the Jordan
Don’t let summer slip by without Aquifer, a 300,000-gallon in-ground
taking a dip at SandVenture Aquatic tank to provide increased water storPark, 1101 Adams St. S., Shakopee! age, and an increase in treatment capacEnjoy thrills on the water slide, build ity. Service to the City of Prior Lake is
a sandcastle, or just soak up the rays at scheduled to begin by mid-summer and
Savage Fire welcomes
continue for 25 years. Under the terms
this unique, sand-bottom pool.
2Q WKH ¿QDO GD\ RI RSHUDWLRQ 6XQ- of the agreement, the City may purchase
new recruits
Seven residents have joined the day, August 24), visitors are invited to up to 700 gallons of water per minute.
“Protecting our city’s water access
ranks of the Savage Fire Department, bring their nets and buckets for the anand
water quality, both now and in the
QXDO*ROG¿VK+XQW%REDQGWKH%HDFK¿OOLQJYDFDQFLHVWKDWKDYHEHHQFUHDWHG
future,
is a high priority,” said Prior Lake
combers
will
perform
at
4
p.m.,
folthrough recent resignations and retireMayor
Kenneth Hedberg. “By partnerORZHGE\WKHUHOHDVHRIJROG¿VKLQWRWKH
ments. Five of the individuals meet the
ing
with
the SMSC, we are able to meet
pool
at
5
p.m.
Department’s desired criteria of being
SandVenture
Aquatic
Park
is
open
available to respond to calls during the
daily from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. through
day – a high priority.
7KH QHZ ¿UH¿JKWHUV ZHUH KLUHG August 24. Admission is $5 - $7.
through a recruitment campaign that
drew over 28 applicants. Before the new
recruits can be fully “active,” they must
complete a training period that entails
over 120 hours of classroom and handson learning. This curriculum will take
the new recruits away from their families in the evenings twice weekly lasting
into the new year.
“The commitment to serve the comPXQLW\DVD6DYDJH¿UH¿JKWHULVVXEVWDQtial, not only for the individual, but for
their family members,” said Fire Chief
Joel McColl. “The City of Savage sincerely thanks them for their anticipated
time and dedication to the department
and their fellow residents.”
Savage Fire Department’s newest SandVenture Aquatic Park in
members include Kyle Jacket, Ryan Shakopee will end its season Aug. 24
ZLWKPXVLFDQGDJROG¿VKUHOHDVH

our foreseeable water needs without duplicating costly infrastructure.”
The SMSC’s expansion of the North
Water Treatment Facility will help the
tribe and the City keep pace with their
projections for future residential and
commercial development.
“This latest partnership with the City
of Prior Lake gives us the opportunity to
pool resources with a neighbor in order
to meet a common goal,” said SMSC
Chairman Charlie Vig. “It was also imSRUWDQWWRXVWKDWWKLVDJUHHPHQWUHÀHFWV
the SMSC’s environmental stewardship
goals, so we did our due diligence before proceeding in this direction.”
The North Water Treatment Facility opened in 2007 and has met or exceeded all U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Indian Health Service
guidelines since its opening. The water
purchase agreement is the latest in a
long series of collaborations between
the SMSC and the City of Prior Lake.

Public Invited to Annual
Wacipi, Aug. 15-17
Dancers of all ages will gather at the
annual SMSC Wacipi (Pow Wow), from
Friday, Aug. 15, through Sunday, Aug.
17, at the Wacipi Grounds on the SMSC
reservation. A social gathering where
friends and relatives celebrate their culture and way of life, the Wacipi is open
to the public. The word “Wacipi” (pronounced “wah-chee-pee”) in the Dakota
language translates as “they dance.”
At the Wacipi, hundreds of dancers
from across the country will compete
against their peers in categories from
Tiny Tots to Golden Age. The Wacipi
will also feature vendors with arts,
crafts, beadwork, jewelry, quillwork,
and traditional foods for sale.
*UDQG HQWULHV RI WKH YHWHUDQV ÀDJV
and dancers are at 7 p.m. on Friday, 1
p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and 1 p.m.
on Sunday. Fireworks will be at 10 p.m.
on Saturday at the Wacipi Grounds. A
church service will be held at 10 a.m. on
Sunday at Tiowakan Spiritual Center.
Wacipi buttons are available for $5
at the gate and include admission for
the entire weekend. Admission is free
to everyone ages 60 and older and children ages 10 and under. Onsite parking
is free. The SMSC Wacipi Grounds are
located at 3212 Dakotah Parkway in
Shakopee. For directions or more information on the Wacipi, visit smscwacipi.
RUJRU¿QGXVRQ)DFHERRNDWIDFHERRN
com/shakopeepowwow.

Native dancers from throughout North America participate in the Wacipi.
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News from the Law Library

Answers for child custody issues
As the new school year approaches,
some Scott County families struggle
with deciding what do about their children. The kids may have lived all summer with close relatives such as grandparents or aunts and uncles, and some
moms and dads may still not be ready
(or able) to return to their roles as parents. Further, the caregiving relatives
are not sure if they can – or should -send the children to school in their own
neighborhood. While the caregivers are
the people actually raising the children,
they do not have the legal authority to
make important decisions regarding the
welfare of the children as they don’t
have custody.
Child custody is a legal issue and
needs to be addressed by District Court
or, in the case of American Indian children, Tribal Court. For non-parent caregivers, there are legal options such as
temporary or standby custodian, Delegation of Parental Authority (DOPA),
or emergency (ex parte) custody. Under
Minnesota law, grandparents also have
visitation rights. There are people ready
to help. Scott County Human Services
might be a good starting point: (952)
445-7751.
Almost eight million children in
America live in non-parental households. In Minnesota, there are over
70,000 children living with relatives
that are not their parents, and there
are another 20,000 living with family
IULHQGV  FHQVXV ¿JXUHV 7KH UHDsons vary: Parents may have issues including substance abuse, mental health
problems, economic hardship, or are experiencing domestic violence. There are
legal options for these children to get
WKH PHGLFDO HGXFDWLRQDO DQG ¿QDQFLDO
assistance they need while in the care of
relatives and/or friends.
7KHUH LV D QRQSUR¿W RUJDQL]DWLRQ
operating under the wing of Lutheran
Social Services called Warmline that
might be able to help your family if you
are in this situation. Family members
or friends can call or e-mail the Relative Caregiver Warmline as a starting
point in getting help. Warmline can be
contacted at (651) 917-4640 or by emailing warmline@lssmn.org. For Latino families, please contact Lorena at
(612) 879-5290 or via e-mail at Lorena.
astudillo@lssmn.org.
In Minnesota, there are two kinds of
child custody: legal custody and physical custody. Legal custody refers to the
right to make decisions about how to
raise the child, including health care, re-

Safety SCENE
%\WKH2I¿FHRI
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Slow down and enjoy life
Since the early days of automobiles, speeding
has been a problem. In 1910, few people owned
automobiles and speeding wasn’t a huge concern;
by 1920, however, cars had become faster and more
common, which led to speed limit signs being posted at almost every city or town limit.
$VWUDI¿FLQFUHDVHGVRGLGVSHHGHQIRUFHPHQW«
DQGZLWKJRRGUHDVRQ7UDI¿FIDWDOLWLHVURVHWRXQimaginable numbers, with 54,589 deaths in 1972
ligion, and educational decisions. Phys- alone! That number is roughly the same as the total
ical custody is the day-to-day routine number of United States military casualties in the
decisions and where the child lives. The Vietnam War.
third part of the equation is parenting
<RXPD\EHVXUSULVHGWR¿QGRXWWKDWHYHQWRtime (which used to be called “visita- day, about 33,000 people lose their lives in automobile accidents every year in the
tion”). Custody and parenting time are United States. As you may suspect, speeding is a huge factor in many of these
two different legal matters. A recent DFFLGHQWV7KH1DWLRQDO7UDI¿F6DIHW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQHVWLPDWHVWKDWVSHHGLQJLVD
PRGL¿FDWLRQ WR 0LQQHVRWD ODZ PDNHV contributing factor in about a third of all fatal crashes.
it easier to change parenting time as
6SHHGLQJLVDVLJQL¿FDQWWKUHDWWRSXEOLFVDIHW\DQGGHPDQGVDORWRIDWWHQWLRQ,I
the children grow and circumstances the estimates are correct, there are over 10,000 speeding-related deaths in the Unitchange. The new law allows for modi- ed States each year. These types of numbers are both staggering and heartbreaking,
¿FDWLRQRIFRXUWRUGHUHGSDUHQWLQJWLPH and the only thing we can really do to bring these numbers lower is to slow down.
plans over time, based on the best interIt seems like everyone is in a rush to get places and do things these days, and
ests of the child and their developmental they seem to think that driving faster will save them a lot of time. While it is true
needs.
that faster speeds may save you some time, that time usually isn’t worth the risk of
Child custody is a confusing issue for a ticket, or worse, a crash. For an average trip of 25 miles, you aren’t saving much
many unmarried fathers. Many unmar- time at all by driving faster. Driving at 55 miles per hour for 25 miles will take
ried dads are unaware that they have no you 27 minutes. If you go 65 miles per hour at the same distance, you’ll get there
legal rights to their children until they a whopping four minutes faster. At 75 miles per hour, you’ll arrive seven minutes
have gone to court and received court before the person who drove 55. That isn’t a lot of time saved at all, and if you
orders establishing rights. Paying child get into a crash or get a ticket, the person who drove 55 mph will get there much
support does not guarantee any legal sooner.
rights. The Minnesota Judicial Branch
There are a ton of hazards on our roads: distracted drivers, road construction,
offers information and forms to start the snow and ice, drinkers, heavy rain, fog, and wild animals are only some of them.
process toward custody and/or parent- Speeders are an added hazard for not only themselves, but for the others who share
ing time. Instructions and forms can be the road with them -- and this is a hazard that can be eliminated simply by applying
found at the Minnesota Judicial Branch a little patience.
Self-Help Center at www.mncourts.
Towards Zero Deaths is one of the initiatives put forth in Minnesota to help
gov/selfhelp. The Self-Help Center has UHGXFH IDWDO WUDI¿F DFFLGHQWV LQ RXU VWDWH  Towards Zero Deaths uses education,
three family law attorneys on staff to HQIRUFHPHQWDQGHQJLQHHULQJWRFUHDWHDFXOWXUHIRUZKLFKWUDI¿FIDWDOLWLHVDQGVHULassist with court forms. They are avail- ous injuries are no longer acceptable. Since the inception of Towards Zero Deaths
able Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. in 2003, crash fatalities in Minnesota have almost been cut from over 600 deaths in
- 3:00 p.m. at (651) 239-3888.
2003 to 387 crash fatalities in 2013, or about a 35 percent drop!
In addition, Goodwill/Easter Seals
The Toward Zero Deaths program is an initiative in which the Scott County
sponsors a program for fathers called 6KHULII¶V2I¿FHSDUWLFLSDWHVZLWKJUHDWSULGH7RGDWHDQHVWLPDWHG0LQQHVRThe Father Project. The mission of the tans are living today who wouldn’t be if Minnesota had simply done nothing and
Father Project is to assist fathers in over- VWD\HGRQWKHFRXUVHLWZDVRQ7KHYDOXHRISHRSOHV¶OLYHVLVLQ¿QLWHDQGDQ
coming the barriers that prevent them accomplishment everyone should be excited about.
from supporting their children ecoYour family, friends, co-workers, and acquaintances would rather see you late
nomically and emotionally. They can be than not see you at all. The people you share the road with would love to see fewer
contacted at (651) 379-5884 or at www. cars speeding past them. And we’re sure you’d probably enjoy fewer speeding
goodwilleasterseals.org/fatherproject.
tickets. When you take a moment to think about it, there is no rational reason to
If you have questions about child speed on our highways, so please take it slow… and enjoy the ride.
custody, please feel free to contact us at
the Scott County Law Library. We cannot offer legal advice, but we can point
you in the right direction to resources
that can help.
Do you like to choose your own have traveled as far north as Pine

Volunteer drivers needed

hours? Work as much (or as little) as
you want? Do you like to meet new people? Do you like to help people?
If you answered yes to any of these
questions, SmartLink Transit has an opportunity for you! As a part of the SmarTeens, are you looking for ways to mail at dunc0088@umn.edu. Watch for tlink Transit family, you could join a
volunteer in your community, meet new YLVLWV WR \RXU KLJK VFKRRO WKH ¿UVW WZR great partnership to help citizens of both
friends, teach younger kids how to make weeks of school!
Scott and Carver Counties achieve indepositive choices, and learn life-long
Not familiar with each program? pendence by using the local bus system
leadership skills? Join the Scott County Here are brief descriptions:
and volunteers to get to places they need
Youth Teaching Youth (YTY) team!
Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions
to go. SmartLink is always in need of a
The YTY program trains 9-12th gradThese classes focus on alcohol use, few good volunteers that can help our
ers in Jordan, Prior Lake/Savage, Sha- tobacco use, and advertising. This pro- residents.
kopee, and New Prague High Schools gram is taught to 4th and 5th graders. This
What does it mean to be a volunteer
to teach elementary age students about is a one hour lesson that is taught once a for SmartlinkTransit? Let’s ask one of
a variety of life skills. YTY teen teach- week for three weeks.
our volunteers, Doug!
ers must:
Character Counts
* Complete training for each topic
This program is presented to 2nd and Meet a dedicated volunteer
rd
session (out-of-school time);
3 graders, and it focuses on developing
Hi, my name is Doug. I was brought
* Teach three one-hour series classes positive character using the “Six Pilon board as a volunteer for Scott Coun(in-school time, Extension staffers will lars of Character Development.” This is
ty 14 years ago. When they asked me to
pick you up in a County vehicle and you a one hour lesson that is taught once a
become a volunteer, I really had no idea
are excused from school); and
week for three weeks.
what I was going to be doing. Turns out,
* Remain tobacco-, alcohol-, and Internet Safety
I became a driver for SmartLink Transit.
drug-free.
This is our new program, designed
Since I started, I’ve driven anywhere
For more information about how to to teach 5th graders about the dangers of
from Watertown in the furthest part of
MRLQFDOOWKH([WHQVLRQ2I¿FHDQGWDONWR social media.
Carver County down to Rochester. I
Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5388 or via e-

Teen leaders needed to teach
classes to younger students

City, but most of my trips are more local. With every trip comes the gratitude
of helping others as well as getting to
know a vast variety of people, learning
who they are and where they come from.
Scott and Carver Counties are full of interesting people!
I also have a co-pilot that comes
along for most, if not all, of the rides.
Her name is Chloe. She is a small dog
that keeps me and the clients company
on our journeys.
Some of our clients are as young as
10… and some approaching the century
mark! I have enjoyed every minute of
helping out. I wouldn’t call it work… I
would call it an adventure!
In 2013, Doug was responsible for
helping 627 people get to their appointments. For many of these people, they
wouldn’t have been able to get there
without Doug and others like him. If
you want to experience some of the
great sense of community that Doug
feels, call Jane Wiley at (952) 496-8169
and tell her you want to be a SmartLink
Transit volunteer!
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Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Services

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Pints and Plates fundraiser,
Museum Day Live! planned

“Storied Treasures” -- Storytelling
is powerful. The stories associated
with objects – what they are, how they
Disaster relief available for affected veterans were used, who owned them and what
The Disaster Relief Grant is intended to reimburse veterans for costs associated they mean – help bring them to life.
with the repair and recovery of their primary residence and property damaged by Through the preservation of artifacts
VWRUPRUÀRRGGDPDJH 5HSDLUVPDGHWRVWUXFWXUHVWKDWDUHXVHGRUGHVLJQDWHGDV and their stories, the Scott County
businesses or agricultural will not be considered -- e.g., pole barns on property Historical Society exists to save and
FODVVL¿HGDVDJULFXOWXUDOUHQWDOSURSHUWLHVVWRUHIURQWVHWFHWHUD (OLJLEOHYHWHUDQV share our community’s history. Check
must be the owners of the property in which repairs were made or must show that out the amazing artifacts on display in
they were responsible for the repairs or recovery per their lease agreement.
“Storied Treasures” – the exhibit runs
Applications and copies of receipts must be dated between the disaster time- through December 2014.
frame, as designated by the Governor and/or FEMA. MDVA will accept applications for reimbursement or direct payment of expenditures dated no earlier than
June 11, 2014 for work that must be completed by August 31, 2014. Applications
must be post marked no later than September 30, 2014; any applications received
after this date will be denied.
Eligible counties: There are 51 eligible counties, including Scott, LeSeuer, Sibley, Dakota, and Hennepin counties.
Eligible households: Households in which both spouses are veterans may apply
for one Disaster Relief Grant each.
Eligible Reimbursements/Direct Payments
Reimbursements: A reimbursement is the fastest method of receiving disaster
relief grant funding. Individuals must have expended funds on an approved expense; they must then submit their receipts and proof of payment with their MDVA-1A application. The MDVA will process the application and if found eligible
reimburse the applicant directly in an amount up to $1,000.
Direct Payments: The MDVA has opened up the disaster relief grant to cover
direct payments to contractors for households whom do not have the funds available to expend to receive a reimbursement. Because of increased processing times,
this method will take longer than the reimbursement to receive grant funding. In
order to be considered for a direct payment, the applicant must submit an MDVA1A and a copy of the estimate of work to be completed. The estimate must be from
a licensed contractor or company. The estimate must be on letterhead and must note
their license number.
The MDVA will verify all estimates to ensure that the entity is registered with
the state of Minnesota. If found eligible, they will issue an approval letter authoUL]LQJDQDPRXQWXSWRDQGWKHFRQWUDFWRUPXVWSHUIRUPWKHZRUN¿UVWDQG
agree to bill them directly afterward. They cannot authorize funds to be paid out for
services that have not been performed.
For a listing of all allowable expenditures (such as major appliances, building
materials, cleaning supplies, rental costs, shelter expenses, and licensed contractor
costs), plus those items not covered (repairs to vehicles, labor paid to self or family, furniture replacement, costs associated with preventative measures), and information about insurance deductibles, or for any other questions, contact the Scott
&RXQW\9HWHUDQV6HUYLFH2I¿FHDW  

“Watergate: The Scandal That
Rocked the Nation” -- This exhibit
provides a glimpse into the scandal
that was Watergate. Come view objects
related to the Committee to Re-Elect
the President, listen to the testimony
from the Ervin committee, reassemble
shredded White House documents,
and try on a Nixon mask as you learn
DERXWWKHVFDQGDOWKDWOHGWRWKH¿UVW
presidential resignation in United
States history! Exhibit runs through
March 2015.

events to show their skills and knowledge. Practicing with a coach prior to
participating in the Nebraska events,
youth participated as individuals as well
as in teams.
4-H members may become involved
in the 4-H Shooting Sports and Wildlife
Program in the following disciplines:
DLUULÀHDQGDLUSLVWRODUFKHU\ULÀH
muzzleloading, shotgun, and wildlife.
$GXOWV FDQ EHFRPH FHUWL¿HG GLVFLSOLQH
instructors by attending a weekend
workshop and instructing youth in their
county. To learn more about the Minnesota 4-H Shooting Sports and Wildlife
Program, go to http://www1.extension.
umn.edu/youth/mn4-H/projects/shooting-sports/shooting-sports/index.html.

Transit service
$5; Children, 4 and under – free!
Call (952) 496-8800 or visit www.
bluexpressbus.com for more
information.
SmartLink Dial-A-Ride and Shakopee Circulator service
 Schedule dial-a-rides up to seven
days in advance for Monday
through Friday
 Dial-a-rides are scheduled for 6:00
a.m. through 7:00 p.m.
 The 496 West and East Shakopee
Transit circulator buses will now
leave and return to the Marschall
Road Transit Station, not the
Kohls/Target parking lot
For more information on both the

From Page 1

Take the bus to the
State Fair
Weekends and Labor Day
Adults and youth, $5
Children 4 and under - free

SCHS Pints &
Plates Fundraiser,
Thursday, Oct. 2,
at Turtle’s 1890
Social Center.
Enjoy tasty craft
beers paired with
delicious cuisine
in the historic atmosphere of Turtle’s
1890 Social Center. Stay tuned for
more details!
Look for the Scott County Historical
6RFLHW\¶V³'LVFRYHU\7DEOH´DWFLW\
festivals this summer!
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
Scott County Crazy Quilters meet the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6
p.m. All types of handcrafters, from
beginners to masters, are welcome!
Quilters do not meet in December.

Local 4-Hers compete in National
Shooting Sports Invitational
7KLUW\¿YH0LQQHVRWD+\RXWKDQG
11 adults -- including two youth and two
adults from Scott County -- represented
Minnesota at the National 4-H Shooting
Sports Invitational in Grand Island, Nebraska June 24 - 29.
The youth were selected to represent
Minnesota through an application process following their participation in the
2013 Minnesota 4-H Shooting Sports
and Wildlife Invitational. Representing Scott County were 4-Hers Dillon
Bauman and Branden Pickar and their
coaches, Lynn Mollenhauer and Norm
Stevens.
At this year’s National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational, Minnesota 4-H
members participated in a number of

Museum Day Live! Saturday,
September 27, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Enjoy a day of free fun at the Scott
County Historical Society, courtesy of
Smithsonian Magazine’s “Museum Day
Live” program. Get your free SCHS
tickets at http://www.smithsonianmag.
com/museumday, then come and enjoy
exhibits, a make-and-take craft, and a
guided tour of the historic Stans House!
(Tour will begin at 1 p.m.)

Check us out on Facebook at
h t t p : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ScottCountyHistoricalSociety
and
follow us on Twitter @ScottCountyHist.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at SCHS. Fees may be charged
for some events. Call (952) 445-0378,
e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org,
or visit www.scottcountyhistory.org
for more information. Scott County
Historical Society is located at 235
Fuller St. S., Shakopee.

2014 Scott County Senior Expo
Friday, October 17, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Shakopee High School (100 17th Ave. W. Shakopee)

Keynote speaker: Stan
Tekiela, author, naturalist and
wildlife photographer
Keynote speaker: Joan
Kennedy, local author,
humorist will present on
“Rules of the Game of Life:
as we grow older

SmartLink Dial-A-Ride and Shakopee
Circulator service, call (952) 496-8341
or visit www.smartlinktransit.com

Cost: $12, which includes
continental breakfast, lunch,
vendor booths, and a chance
to win wonderful prizes!

6LFNRIWUDI¿F":DQWWRUHGXFH\RXU
carbon footprint, or at least the fuel footprint on your wallet? Get on the bus!
We hope to see you on August 19 to
celebrate the opening of the Marschall
Road Transit Station.

Registration begins September 2 via on-line registration,
mail-in, or in-person at the Shakopee Community Center,
1255 S. Fuller Street, Shakopee or call (952) 233-9508.
7KHUH¶VDJLIWFDUGLQFHQWLYHIRUWKH¿UVWWRUHJLVWHU

Stan Tekiela

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Historical SCENE

Bank robbers get taste of “Wild West” in Midwest
By Connor Beck, Education Intern at
the Scott County Historical Society
)RU PDQ\ RI XV JXQ¿JKWV YLJLODQtes, and armed bank robberies belong
to childhood stories of the Wild West or
that hour between 6:00 and 7:00 when
TV Land shows re-runs of Bonanza.
While most people might not think of
Scott County as part of the Wild West,
it, too, has seen its fair share of Western adventure. For instance, the County
experienced a string of bank robberies
during 1929 that reached an epic climax
in Shakopee on December 9, when a
JDQJRIWKUHHUXI¿DQVUROOHGLQWRWRZQ
Not just around for a bit of sightseeing,
the thugs intended to conduct a good
old-fashioned stick-up at the First National Bank of Shakopee before running
off with some serious loot.
The day proceeded like any other
until 10 a.m., when an unfamiliar car
drove up and parked in front of the First
National Bank of Shakopee.1 Shortly after, two suspicious men emerged from
its holds, hands in their pockets, and entered the bank. They were followed by
the driver several minutes later.2 As it
turned out, these men entered the bank
with far more sinister intentions than
just making a small deposit or opening
a bank account. In fact, they planned
on making a hefty withdrawal of other
people’s money.
Surely, this was not the type of business the bank’s president, Theodore
Weiland, age 81, appreciated. However,
when someone points a .44 colt revolvHULQ\RXUJHQHUDOGLUHFWLRQDIWHU¿ULQJ
a warning shot in the air (as one of the
thieves did that day), compliance to their
GHPDQGV VHHPV QHFHVVDU\ $W ¿UVW WKH
thieves seemed to rob the bank’s occupants of their willingness to resist along
with their cash. However, Weiland and
his fellow Scott County neighbors did
not intend to let $1,500 dollars waltz out
the back door without mustering a bit of
resistance.
It seems likely that the robbers
thought their heist was going along
merrily. They did not realize that they
were falling deeper and deeper into a
well-woven trap engineered by Charles
D. Brown, the Minneapolis manager of
the Minnesota Banker’s Association,
Shakopee Sheriff Joseph Weckban, and
three Sheriff’s deputies.3 In fact, Brown
had already warned Weiland and his
employees of the impending robbery
expected to happen that day. He told
them to conduct their business as usual.4
They, too, had a part to play in the
authorities’ master plan for capturing
the bandits. As the bandits did their
thing inside, Brown and George Susens, the Minneapolis Secretary of the
Bankers Association, waited for indication that the robbery was taking place.
:KHQ WKH RI¿FHU WKH\ VHQW LQ DIWHU WKH
bandits failed to emerge from the bank,
Brown, Susens, and Sheriff Weckman
knew the time for action had arrived.5
Lulled into a false sense of security by
the cooperative bank employees, the
bandits—George Larkin, Paul Morris,
and William “Bud” McInerny—made
their escape with a prize of $1,500 in
one-dollar bills and exited out the front
door. There, Charles Brown greeted
them with a salvo from his nine-pound
fully-automatic Thompson submachine
gun.6
Twenty-seven bullets from Brown’s
machine gun rained into the bandits’
getaway car, letting the thieves know
that the trap was sprung and it was time
to pay up.7 “When I heard those shots in
the bank, I thought it was time to open
¿UH´ UHFDOOHG %URZQ WR D UHSRUWHU DW
The Minneapolis Morning Tribune.8 At
least some of those bullets wounded the

First National Bank of Shakopee, site
of the attempted robbery. Photo from
SCHS collection.

thugs as they ran out to their car. The
JXQ¿UH DOVR KDG D PRUH LPPHGLDWH HIfect: it raised the alarm for Shakopee
residents, letting them know that the
time had arrived to defend their home.
The call-to-arms caught the attention
of Mr. Hartman in the building across
the street.9 Grabbing his trusty hunting
ULÀH KH UXVKHG XSVWDLUV DQG MRLQHG WKH
fray, snapping off twenty-one shots at
the bandits’ car from a window overlooking the bank.10
3UHIHUULQJ QRW WR UXQ KHDG¿UVW LQWR
any more of Brown’s machine gun
¿UHRQHRIWKHEDQGLWV%XG0F,QHUQ\
dashed back into the bank with the monH\LQDQHIIRUWWRÀHHRXWWKHEDFNGRRU
and give the stalwart bank defenders the
VOLS+HGLGQRWH[SHFWWR¿QG$O7LHGW
whom The Saint Paul Pioneer Press
regarded as a “veteran hunter,” waiting
there for him with several shells full of
buckshot locked and loaded in his shotgun.11 “I heard a sound like a shot. I ran
to the front of my restaurant, which is on
the same side of the street as the bank,”
recollected Tiedt to reporters from The
Pioneer Press later on. He said, “There
was a man across the street with a revolver and as another shot sounded, he
ducked. I knew the bank was being held
XS´  1RW KDYLQJ KLV KXQWLQJ ULÀH RQ
hand, Tiedt turned to his next best option and pulled out his emergency shotJXQ³$OZD\V,NHHSDULÀHDQGDVKRWgun in the restaurant but last week I lent
P\ ULÀH WR VRPH ZROI KXQWHUV  , WRRN
the shotgun and ran out into the alley.
:LWKDOOWKHVKRRWLQJLQIURQW,¿JXUHG
the robbers would come out that way.”12
As he defended his home, Tiedt felt fear,
but it wasn’t a fear of being shot. Tiedt
said he “…was sorry I didn’t have the
ULÀHEHFDXVH,ZDVDIUDLGWKH\ZRXOGUXQ
away from me down the alley.”13 HowHYHUKHVWRRGKLVJURXQGDQG¿UHGWKUHH
shots at McInerny. “I couldn’t see if he
had a gun or not because he was carrying some bundles. I waited until he got
about 60 feet away from me and then I
aimed and let him have it. The slugs hit
him in the shoulder and face and sort of
spun him around,” Tiedt said to reportHUV³+HGLGQ¶WVWRSVR,¿UHGDJDLQDQG,
hit him in the side. That made him lurch
against a building and drop the bundles,
but he still kept going. Then I took aim
good and I hit him in the legs. He went
down.”
Tiedt wasn’t the only hero during
the bank robbery. When 82-year-old
Civil War veteran Charles A. Manaige
rode into town and found himself greeted with a cacophony of gunshots, he
wheeled his horse-drawn buggy around,
sped down main street, and hollered,
“Hey—the bank is being held up! Everybody out, get out your guns!”14 For
this, The Minneapolis Morning Tribune rightfully dubbed him the “Paul

The men who prevented the robbery. Photo courtesy of Hennepin County
Library Special Collections.

Revere” of Shakopee. Yet, unlike Paul
Revere, Manaige’s warning came after
the incident instead of before it. Even
though his timing was a little off, Shakopee thanked him for his bravery during a situation The Minneapolis Morning Tribune said put him “in grave danger of being hit by the barrage of lead
that swept the main street as he made his
heroic dash.”15
In the end, the thieves picked the
wrong bank to rob. Not only did they
fall into a well-executed trap, they
messed with the intrepid people of Scott
County who found themselves ready
and willing to act in defense of their
town. For their bravery and spontaneous vigilantism, Al Tiedt and Mr. G.A.
Hartman each received a gift of $250,
awarded to them by George Susens of
the Minnesota Bankers Association. In
addition, the Bankers Association also
awarded $500 to Sheriff Weckman and
his deputy, R.L. Brown.16
To cap off the disaster of the failed
bank robbery, the would-be robbers
Larkin, Morris, and McInerny had chosen to rob a bank whose president, Theodore Weiland, also served as the one
and only municipal judge for the city of
Shakopee.17 This meant that if the robbers’ case made it to court, they would
testify in front of a judge who watched
them rob his bank at gunpoint—a deliFLRXVO\ LURQLF ¿QDO WZLVW LQ WKHLU VWULQJ
of bad luck. “No such situation has ever
come up before,” Theodore Weiland remarked, “and what makes it more complicated is that I may have to appear as
a witness at the arraignment.”18 It really
did not matter how much charm or persuasion the bandits could muster at that
point. In a case like this, well, they really had no case.
While the collapse of the stock mar-

ket earlier that year caused a general
scarcity of spare change for many hardworking individuals, it certainly did not
justify bank robbery as a way to make
honest buck, or dishonest buck as it
were. Either way, while outsiders might
have mistaken the First National Bank
of Shakopee as a ripe prospect for bank
robbery, the determined townsfolk had
something else entirely to say about that
idea. Their courage in defending their
hometown showed that when you mess
with the Midwest, you get a taste of the
Wild West.
To learn more about this incident and
other tales of Scott County’s past, visit
the Scott County Historical Society at
235 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, or
visit us online at www.scottcountyhistory.org.
(Endnotes)
1
St. Paul Dispatch from Monday
December 9th, 1929.
2
Ibid.
3
St. Paul Dispatch and the
Minneapolis Evening Tribune
4
Minneapolis Evening Tribune
5
The Minneapolis Evening Tribune.
6
St. Paul Dispatch, December 9th,
1929, Vol. 62. NO. 145. Also referencing
The Minneapolis Star.
7
The Minneapolis Star
8
The Minneapolis Morning Tribune
from Tuesday, December 10th, 1929.
9
The Minneapolis Star
10
Ibid.
11
The Saint Paul Pioneer Press
12
Ibid.
13
Ibid.
14
Ibid.
15
Ibid.
16
St. Paul Dispatch
17
The St. Paul Daily News
18
Ibid.

The bandits’ bullet-riddled getaway car. Photo courtesy of Hennepin County
Library Special Collections
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Furry friends at the Fair

Delivering
What
Matters

Where does my tax $ go?
OpenGov provides budget transparency
What is Scott County spending your property tax funds on?A Is Scott County
spending on things and programs that “matter”?
According to Scott County’s 2013 Citizens’ Survey, a lot of you do wonder
about those questions – and now, Scott County and OpenGov.com just made it as
simple as a few clicks on a mouse (or taps on a touchpad, if that’s the way you roll)
WR¿QGRXW$VRI-XO\\RXFDQDFFHVVDSRZHUIXOQHZWRROWKDWSUHVHQWVDQGYLVXDOizes the County’s revenues and expenses — from multi-year trends to object-level
details – from the comfort and convenience of wherever you use the internet.
By using the OpenGov platform, on the County’s website (www.co.scott.
mn.us), anyone can use the web-based software to enhance access, understanding,
and analysis of the County’s annual budget.
6FRWW&RXQW\ZDVWKH¿UVWPDMRUPHWURSROLWDQFRXQW\LQWKHVWDWHRI0LQQHVRWD
RQWKH2SHQ*RY3ODWIRUP&KLHI)LQDQFLDO2I¿FHU.HYLQ(OOVZRUWKLQLWLDWHGWKH
SDUWQHUVKLS WR PDNH WKH &RXQW\¶V ¿QDQFHV HDVLO\ DFFHVVLEOH DQG XQGHUVWDQGDEOH
and County Administrator Gary Shelton readily agreed.
“When County residents and staff alike have this information easily available
to them, it improves the conversation between the government and citizens,” said
Shelton. “Our OpenGov site will serve to improve communication, instill greater
trust, and provide ongoing engagement within the community.” In short, you can
always check in and see whether the County is spending on things that “Deliver
What Matter” to you and your community.
The public is invited to explore the tool on the County’s website, or directly
at http://ScottCountyMN.OpenGov.com. “OpenGov will allow residents of Scott
&RXQW\WRH[SORUHDQGXQGHUVWDQGWKH&RXQW\¶V¿QDQFLDOGDWDOLNHQHYHUEHIRUH´
says Zachary Bookman, CEO and co-founder of OpenGov. “This is a powerful opportunity to create engagement and strengthen the relationship between the government and the community.”

Dog owners, swimmers
should avoid blue-green algae
In late June, Brock Tatge and his
family, who live on Prairie Lake in
Sherburne County, were enjoying a
beautiful Sunday on the lake when their
dog, Copper, suddenly became very ill.
Copper had been fetching his tennis ball
from the lake, one of his favorite games.
“We noticed that Copper went on
shore, began vomiting and panting very
hard, and just looked very sick,” Tatge
said. “I carried him to my truck and
EURXJKWKLPWRWKHYHW¶VRI¿FH´6DGO\
Copper’s condition deteriorated and he
GLHGDWWKHYHWHULQDULDQ¶VRI¿FH
While the cause of Copper’s illness
KDV QRW EHHQ FRQ¿UPHG WKH YHWHULQDUian who examined him believed that he
became ill after ingesting toxins from
blue-green algae.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Bodies of water with blue-green
algae should be avoided.

anytime during the summer, though
they are normally associated with warm
weather and low rainfall. Algae are a
natural part of the ecosystem, but under
If in doubt, stay out.
certain conditions, algae populations can
If you are a dog owner, be sure to “bloom” with dramatic growth. Most
check water conditions when dogs are blue-green algae are not toxic, but there
SOD\LQJ QHDU ODNHV RU VORZÀRZLQJ is no way to visually identify whether a
streams. Blue-green algae “blooms” particular bloom contains toxins that are
like the one on Prairie Lake have a harmful to people or animals.
thick, cloudy appearance that can look
Algal blooms develop when lakes
OLNH JUHHQ SDLQW SHD VRXS RU ÀRDWLQJ contain excessive levels of nutrients
mats of scum. Some, but not all, spe- such as phosphorus. The best way to
cies of blue-green algae contain potent prevent them over the long term is to retoxins that can be deadly to dogs, live- duce the amount of nutrients that run off
stock, and other animals within hours of into lakes from fertilizers and organic
contact.
materials like leaves and yard waste.
If possible, keep your pets away Once a bloom has developed, there is
from algae-laden water entirely. If your no way to correct it. Blooms often come
dog does go into water with heavy al- and go quickly, so the best option is to
gae growth, hose him off right away, stay away from the water until rain falls,
before he has a chance to lick himself the wind shifts, or cooler temperatures
clean. Animals become ill when they in- disrupt the algae’s growth.
gest the toxins, so preventing them from
Human deaths from exposure to
drinking affected water or licking tox- blue-green algae are extremely rare,
ins from their coat is key to preventing since the unpleasant odor and appearillness.
ance of a blue-green algal bloom tend to
If you are concerned that your pet keep people out of the water. If people
has been exposed to harmful blue-green do come into contact with toxic bluealgae, take the animal to a veterinarian green algae, they can experience skin
immediately.
irritation, nausea, and eye, nose, and
throat irritation.
What causes blue-green algae?
People should never swim in water if
Blue-green algae blooms can occur they suspect a blue-green algae bloom.

Animals were a major attraction
at this year’s Scott County
Fair, held July 23-27 in Jordan.
Besides the animal exhibits, the
Miracle of Birth Exhibit attracted
thousands of visitors, especially
during the live births of twin
goats, lambs, and calves. The
Draft Horse Show was another
major attraction, with 22 sixhorse hitches highlighting the
competition. There was also a
popular bull riding/rodeo event in
the grandstand on Friday night,
IROORZHG E\ D KXJH ¿UHZRUNV
display. A ranch rodeo and 4-H
and open livestock and creative
arts entries provided additional
competition at the Fair.

5HFRUGUDLQIDOOOHDGVWRÀRRGLQJ
landslides, bridge closings in
Scott County communities
The evidence of our wet start to 2014
is all around. Bridge crossings closed
GXHWRÀRRGLQJRQWKH0LQQHVRWD5LYHU
Sandbagging efforts to protect and save
homes around Prior Lake. No-wake
ordinances on many area lakes due to
high water levels. Roads closed due
WR ÀRRGLQJ ODQGVOLGHV DQG PXGVOLGHV
)DUPHUV ZLWK ¿HOGV WKDW KDYH HLWKHU
been drowned out or not planted at all
this spring due to wet conditions. Many
of us and our neighbors have had water
in our basements and are dealing with
water in places where it historically has
not been seen.
All of these things are signs of the
large amount of rain received in this
area. You may be asking yourself: Just
how wet was it, and how does it compare to normal or typical rainfall?
One measure we can look at is the
short term. According to preliminary
data from the Minnesota State ClimaWRORJ\RI¿FH-XQHUDLQIDOODFURVV6FRWW
County ranged from 10 inches in the
southeastern portion of the County (near
Elko New Market) to over 14 inches in
the southwestern portion of the County,
near Blakeley. In contrast, normal precipitation for the month of June is apSUR[LPDWHO\IRXUWR¿YHLQFKHV,QGLIferent terms, rainfall was two to three
times the normal rainfall we typically
see in June. For Scott County, depending on location, this June was consistently in the top three wettest Junes on
record, and was the wettest on record in
several locations.

IRUWKH¿UVWVL[PRQWKVRIWKH\HDU7KH
¿UVWVL[PRQWKVRIWKH\HDUVWDQGLQWKH
record books as one of the, if not the,
wettest recorded in this area.
Long term above average rainfall
results in conditions that are primed for
ÀRRGLQJ6RLOWKDWFDQQRUPDOO\DEVRUE
large amounts of precipitation become
saturated. Any rain that hits saturated
soil quickly becomes runoff. Storage
areas -- such as wetlands, ponds, and
HYHQ ODNHV  ¿OO DQG HYHQWXDOO\ PXVW
discharge. Systems that respond to longer time frames, such as Prior Lake and
the Minnesota River, then begin to show
signs of high water elevations.

When the whole system becomes full,
soil saturated, and storage areas already
It has not just been the short term that full, even small precipitation events can
is causing all of the issues. Precipita- become a problem, and larger rainfall
tion over the longer term has also been events can become catastrophic. This
well above average. Precipitation in the is what occurred throughout the westwestern portion of the County was well ern portion of the County on June 19,
RYHULQFKHVIRUWKH¿UVWVL[PRQWKVRI when a heavy rainfall event on already
the year. Normal rainfall for an entire saturated ground caused tremendous
year is approximately 31 inches. Over- damage, particularly in the Blakeley
all, the County has received one and Area, where landslides and mudslides
one-half to two times its normal rainfall occurred in many locations.

