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August workshops set to plan for
development of regional parks, trails

Fun at the County Fair!
Pleasant weather and numerous
attractions helped draw people to
the 2010 Scott County Fair.
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With funding from the recently passed Clean Water,
Land, and Legacy constitutional amendment, Scott
County is starting to plan for the development of Cedar
Lake Farm and Doyle Kennefick regional parks, two
regional trails, and the proposed park boundary for
Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve.
When complete, these plans will allow Scott County
to compete at a state level for new development funding
made possible through the constitutional amendment,
as well as traditional sources.
The individual park and trail plans will be part of a
larger system plan that ensures good decisions are made
about facilities and amenities for all of the County’s
parks, and residents of Scott County are needed to help
make these decisions. These plans will shape the future
of regional parks and trails in Scott County, and getting
involved in the process is important.

Public Workshops

City to Country tour
The 12th Annual City to Country Tour
set for Saturday, Sept. 25 will focus
on the New Prague area.
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If you are an avid park and trail user or nature lover,
have a favorite story about an experience at a state park,
or simply an interest in the future of Scott County’s parks
and trails, your help is needed. To begin the planning
process, Scott County is hosting four evening workshops to share information, discuss policy issues like
park and trail funding and development timelines, and
get ideas on what you would like to see at specific park
and trail sites. The workshops will kick off a year-long
effort to prepare the three regional park master plans
and two regional trail master plans.

County residents are being asked to help develop
plans for county parks and trails. The process begins
with a series of workshops this month.

“We are asking for input on a variety of topics, like
how best to build, finance, and manage the future Scott
County parks and trails system,” said Program Manager
Mark Themig. “But really, our focus will be asking residents to get involved in decisions about what the design
will be for each of these sites, and how they work together as a system.” The information, ideas, and comments generated from the workshops will be used by a
Citizen Design Team to prepare plans for each site.
Concept alternatives will be presented to the public at
another round of workshops scheduled for next year.
PARKS & TRAILS WORKSHOPS to page 3

Scott County
Art Crawl to
be held Oct. 9

Check it out!

Artists next door
to be featured

Minnesota’s top law enforcement officers for their tremendous work and
dedication to take impaired drivers
off our roads and prevent deaths and
injuries,” says Cheri Marti, DPS director of the Office of Traffic Safety.
Each year in Minnesota, alcohol-related crashes account for more
than one-third of the state’s total traffic deaths. Last year, 141 people
were killed in alcohol-related
crashes, an all-time low. In 2009,
32,576 motorists were arrested for
DWI. DPS also reports that each
year 75 percent of impaired drivers
killed in crashes are not buckled up.

By Denise Baerg
Community writer
Can you spot the artist in your
neighborhood? Most artists aren’t
eccentric people leading exotic lives;
they’re the regular parents you see at
Little League games, the friendly retired guy with the great big vegetable
garden, or the dedicated jogger who
runs by your house every night at
6:15.
A surprising number of these
normal, everyday people make their
livings as professional artists. The
MNArtist.org website lists more than
250 artists in Scott County, and we
know that is just a sampling of artists living in our area.
The work produced by these artists touches us in many ways, and the
range of fine art work created in Scott
County is incredible. You can find
artists who design intricate jewelry,
sculpt copper garden art, form delicate glassware, fashion creative illustrations, and develop digital artwork,
just to name a few creative disciplines.
So who are these neighborhood
artists and what do they do?
Take, Greg Preslicka, for ex-

DWI ENFORCERS to page 3

ART CRAWL to page 3

Special Assistant Scott County Attorney Pam Converse was one of
the state’s top DWI enforcers honored by the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety at a Twins game.
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The Scott County Historical Society’s
newest exhibit focuses on “Mysteries
of Scott County.”
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Top DWI enforcers honored
on field at Twins game
Recently, Special Assistant
County Attorney Pam Converse and
two local officers, Shakopee Officer
John Kolar and Savage Officer
Danny Bouavichith, were honored
by the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety (DPS) for their outstanding efforts in enforcing the DWI
laws here in Scott County. Part of the
recognition and award included being honored by the Minnesota Twins
with an on-field presentation.
This was the third year DPS has
recognized the state’s top DWI enforcers, and the first year with CarX Auto Service as a sponsor of the
event. “It’s important to recognize
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Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Demand leaders who will collaborate,
provide specific budget proposals
No one needs to tell you how difficult the last several years have been for
everyone; from families and businesses to governments (at every level), we’ve all
felt the effects of one of the most pronounced recessions in the history of the
country. Nowhere is the troubled economy more evident than in this year’s political races – particularly the contest for the governor’s office, as candidates play the
“blame game” and set forth various ideological solutions to what ails us. But even
before the current budget crisis — or even the beginning of the recession — Minnesota was in trouble. In 2003, then-new Governor Tim Pawlenty took office with
the state facing a $4 billion deficit; eight years later (in 2011), a new governor will
take his or her oath in the shadow of an even greater deficit.
However, there are significant differences between 2003 and 2011. As we
move into 2011, aside from the expected record-level deficit, we will also have
greater debt (as the state has borrowed heavily over the past eight years); significantly higher unemployment; a much more sluggish economy; an anemic housing
market; increased property taxes; and the relationship between local governments
(cities, counties, and schools) and the state is arguably at its worst point in recent
history. So why is it that over the last eight years, by almost any measuring stick,
Minnesota has gone steadily downhill?
If you ask conservatives, it is because we are spending too much, our taxes are
too high, we suffer far too many government regulations, and we are not a “business friendly” environment. If you ask progressives, it is because we are not investing appropriately in our communities, our taxing structure is not bringing in
sufficient revenues to cover necessary spending, we have given Big Business —
primarily financial institutions — little oversight (a major cause of the current
recession), and we are not targeting environmentally-friendly (green) jobs of the
future. Two very different views of the world, and the proposed solutions are just
as dramatically different. Unfortunately, these differing ideological views and
their corresponding solutions have resulted in gridlock that has exacerbated our
problems; for example, reductions in spending have not reduced the size of state
government, but have overburdened local governments and reduced services to
some of the most vulnerable people in the state. Furthermore, “solutions” in the
form of accounting shifts and gimmicks have merely prolonged and deepened the
deficit.
I would make the argument that both conservatives and progressives are in
many ways correct, and in just as many ways wrong. We may very well be spending too much, but it seems impossible to ascertain because we are not spending
wisely. Spending decisions are too often being driven by ideology, political rhetoric, and partisan gamesmanship — not strategic priorities based upon a coherent
vision or direction for the state. Similarly, taxes may indeed be too high; but
again, given our byzantine taxing structure, how could we really know? (Our
taxing structure has become so convoluted that it is undoubtedly a detriment to the
economic vitality of the state – regardless of whether it is too high, too low, or just
right.) So if the problem is not merely a matter of spending/taxing too much/too
little, then what is the problem?
From my perspective, the problem is simple and straightforward – a failure to
lead. Too many policymakers on both sides of the aisle have not been willing to
set aside individual and partisan demagoguery and take the best from both ideologies to fashion a workable, responsible, and long-term compromise.
If we as citizens, and consequently our elected officials, could come to accept
that neither faction is absolutely right or wrong (and quit trying to figure out how
to make “the other guy” look bad), it might be easier to recognize that there is an
abundance of well thought out strategies and recommendations as to how Minnesota can become more competitive and attractive for businesses and more stable in
how we tax our citizens. The interesting fact is that many (if not most) of these
compromise concepts have been advanced for years by members of both parties
and by commissions appointed by a multitude of governors, legislatures, and state
agencies. Not surprisingly, many of the most enduring and likely most valuable
suggestions are similar in both policy and program. From simplifying the property tax system (moving the state away from a “tax capacity” system to a “mill
rate” system) to eliminating the corporate tax (which has fundamentally reduced
capital formation, limited investments, and hampered economic growth); from
increasing consumption taxes (not those derived from income or investment) to
essentially rethinking and reconstituting the way the state and local governments
rely upon and intersect with one another, these ideas that surround “reforming
government” are far more promising than simply slashing program funding. These
ideas are, as they should be, about creating efficiencies, reducing duplication, and
forging consolidation to help eliminate administrative overhead while not damaging the delivery of services.
When you look across the country, it is obvious that the issue is not as simple
as high taxes or too much government — there are many areas with relatively high
taxes and lots of government (Pittsburgh, Albany, Buffalo, et cetera) and just as
many with lower taxes and less government (Augusta, Austin, Dallas, et cetera)
that are doing well and consistently rank among the strongest-performing areas. In
all of these communities – be they “high tax” or “low tax” ones – they’ve performed well because they have created and supported a collective vision for themselves. They have made taxing and spending decisions that support the vision.
As November approaches, I suggest that now is the time to break the stalemate
at the Capitol. This will require you to be a driving force behind the solution;
before you cast your vote, don’t simply accept broad philosophical statements,
demand that our leaders provide very specific proposals as to what they would do
if elected. More importantly, demand that they commit to working with those with
different political views to craft a vision, strategies, and policies that will move
this state forward. We deserve nothing less.
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Commissioners’ Corner
August 17
August 24
August 31

County Board meetings through October 2010
—
no meeting
—
County Board meeting
—
no meeting; County Board Workshop

September 7
September 14
September 21
September 28

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

—
—
—
—

County Board meeting
County Board meeting
no meeting
County Board meeting

The Scott County Board meets at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. Visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us to view live and on-demand streaming video of Board meetings, Board agendas, minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries. The Board proceedings may also be rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels;
refer to your weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. Contact the County
Administration office at (952) 496-8100 for more information.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601. For more information regarding a specific committee visit the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us; click on “Your County Government” then “Citizen Advisory
Committees” or “Boards & Commissions.”
Community Health Advisory Committee. (1 vacancy) Currently, there is
one at-large vacancy on this Committee, which is a subcommittee of the Human
Services Resource Council. The Committee helps with planning and community
integration of public health services and makes policy and budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee meets four times per year.
Human Services Resource Council. (3 vacancies) The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. Currently, there
are three vacancies on the Council, with openings in Commissioner Districts 1, 3,
and 5. (District 1 – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence, Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle
Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the
portion of New Prague within Scott County; District 2 – Spring Lake, Credit River,
Cedar Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts 6 and 8 in the City of Savage; District 5 – The City of Savage, except
precincts 6 and 8). Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three
terms. The Resource Council participates in the formation of the Strategic Plan for
the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services of the
County Board; makes recommendations concerning the annual budgets of the
Community Services Division; develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and objectives to the County Board; and receives,
reviews, and comments on special interest group and community at-large input
regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are encouraged to
apply. The committee meets quarterly, on the third Monday at 7 p.m.
Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) Watershed Planning
Commission. (1 vacancy) Currently, there is one at-large position vacancy on
this Commission. All members must reside within the Scott WMO boundaries.
The Scott WMO Watershed Planning Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan, budgets, and
program priorities; the implementation of the Comprehensive Water Resource
Management Plan; and oversees associated program goals and projects. The Commission consists of seven members representing specific watershed areas.
Scott County Parks Advisory Commission. (1 vacancy) Currently, there is
one vacancy on this Commission in Commissioner District 5 (the City of Savage,
except precincts 6 and 8). The purpose of the Parks Advisory Commission is to
provide leadership and direction to staff and elected officials in the area of parks,
trails, and open space planning and implementation. Members advise the County
Board on program priorities and planning for parks, trails, and open space, and
review and recommend proposed annual workplans and budgets. Commission
members represent the citizens of Scott County and as such, serve as community
ambassadors. The Parks Advisory Commission meets the first Wednesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions
or a suggestion for a future topic.
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Mobile Health Clinic
services to be offered

Savage Officer Danny Bousavichith (left) and Shakopee Officer John Kolar
were also recognized at the Twins game for their DWI enforcement efforts.

DWI enforcers
The incidence of driving under the
influence is a significant public safety
and public health problem in Scott
County, which has rejoined the Minnesota “Hall of Shame” for ranking in the
deadliest 13 counties for DWI-related
deaths (Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin,
Olmsted, Otter Tail, Ramsey, Rice, St.
Louis, Scott, Sherburne, Stearns, Washington, and Wright). Last year, Scott
County law enforcement made 1,434
arrests of people driving under the influence. “I applaud these two officers,
John Kolar and Danny Bouavichith, and
prosecutor Pam Converse for their efforts concerning this serious public

Art Crawl

From page 1

safety issue,” said Scott County Attorney Pat Ciliberto, whose office prosecutes for all of the jurisdictions
countywide.
Marti says while law enforcement
is a key factor in stopping impaired driving, she underscores the need for all
Minnesotans to play a role in keeping
roads safe. “The All-Stars and their law
enforcement colleagues can’t stop impaired driving alone,” she says. “Everyone must take action to prevent friends
from driving impaired and use safe alternatives rather than getting behind the
wheel after drinking.”

Through an exciting, unique partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community, Scott County Public
Health provides adult and child health
screening, preventative health care,
health information and assistance with
connecting to ongoing health care and
other local resources. The services are
provided with the use of the Mobile
Health Clinic, owned by the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community. This
partnership enables services to be
brought directly to those in need by having the clinic go to various locations
within Scott County.
The August mobile clinics
will be held:
• Thursday, August 12 at the Russian Evangelical Baptist Church, 1205
10th Ave. (Shakopee)
• Thursday, August 26 at the Scott
County Fairgrounds (U of M Extension),
7151 190th St. W, Suite 100, (Jordan)
The September mobile clinics
will be held:
• Thursday, September 9 at the

Savage Public Library, 13090 Alabama
Ave. (Savage)
• Thursday, September 23 at the
Russian Evangelical Baptist Church,
1205 10th Ave. (Shakopee)
Information on specific dates, times,
and locations will continue to be updated
as information becomes available on the
Scott County website.
The mission of this Mobile Health
Clinic partnership is to provide access
to health care, health education, and outreach for health-related services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups, and spoken languages. With collaborative resources to
support a mobile health clinic in Scott
County, we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured,
and at-risk vulnerable populations in
Scott County.
For more information on mobile
health clinics, please contact Scott
County Public Health at (952) 496-8555
or on the Scott County website at
www.co.scott.mn.us.

From page 1

ample, – he’s your typical busy neighborhood parent with five active kids. He
is also a professional artist with over 15
years experience in design and illustrations. Greg specializes in integrating art
within the space of a room. His largescale murals are found throughout Minnesota and are customized for each individual or occupant of the space. Check
out some of his work at http://
www.preslickastudio.com/thebigpicture,
and see if you recognize the art in public places you frequent.
Or look at Jo Storey; she is the
neighbor with the beautiful flower gardens. Jo is also a painter who relishes
the entire process of creating her artwork
from conception to the final piece. Tak-

“Ripples and Rocks” was created by
a Minnesota artist.

ing her passion for art one step further,
she is also the owner and director of the

Savage Art Studios & Gallery.
Another example of a professional
artist living next door is Richard
Mittelstad. You may know Richard
from his days as a local high school art
teacher. Richard is also a well-known
award winning artist and professional art
instructor who creates distinctive
acrylic, watercolor, and photographic
artwork. He has examples of his work
at http://mnartists.org/artistHome.do?
action=info&rid=60492.
How can you discover more of the
talented artists living next door?
One way is to visit local art fairs,
like the annual Jordan Art Fair, where
you’ll find a great variety of artwork
within a few steps. Check out local bou-

Parks and Trails Workshops
Fall Site Field Trips
This fall, Scott County will be coordinating events
at each site to give residents an opportunity to tour the
sites, learn more about the important natural resource
and outdoor recreation potential, and share information and ideas. These field trips will be announced on
the County’s website and local newspapers.

Stay up to date on planning process
Find more information on the workshops and stay
up to date on the planning process by going to the Scott

tiques and gift shops, too. They often
feature unique artwork from area artists.
Another easy and fun way to meet your
local artists is to follow the Scott
County Art Crawl on October 9, 2010.
This is a special one-day event where
area artists open up their studios or display their artwork at local businesses.
You can follow the art crawl map and
discover a wide variety of unique and
inspiring art created by the artist next
door. You never know — you may see
your neighbor, the jogger, up to his elbows in pottery clay!
Visit www.savageartscouncil.org for
more information on the art crawl and
other art programs for Scott County residents.

From page 1

County website at www.co.scott.mn.us/ParksTrails.
You can also sign up for the Parks and Trails e-mail
subscription service to have updates forwarded directly
to you. Select “Subscribe or Unsubscribe” under Eservices. You may also contact County staff Patricia
Freeman at (952) 496-8752 or via e-mail at
pfreeman@co.scott.mn.us or Andy Hingeveld at (952)
496-8839 or ahingeveld@co.scott.mn.us.
Scott County is a regional park implementing
agency of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. Funding for Scott County’s regional parks and trails mas-

ter planning has been provided through a grant received under the Minnesota Clean Water, Land, and
Legacy Act, in which 14.25 percent of the funds generated from the 3/8 percent increase in the state sales
tax will provide funding for regional and state parks.

Workshop schedule
Workshop 1: Cedar Lake Farm Regional
Park study area; Wednesday August 18, 6:30 to
9 p.m., Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park, 400 West
260th St. (Co. Rd. 2), New Prague. In case of inclement weather, the workshop will be moved to
St. Patrick’s Social Hall.
Workshop 2: Doyle-Kennefick Regional
Park study area; Thursday, August 19, 6:30 to 9
p.m.; St. Catherine of Spring Lake Township
Church, 4500 220th St. E. (Co. Rd. 8) Prior Lake.
(Note: This site has limited access for people with
physical disabilities. If you have any special needs,
please let us know at least one week prior to the
workshop so we can make accommodations.)
Workshop 3: Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve
study area; Wednesday, August 25, 6:30 to 9 p.m.,
Oak Crest Elementary School, 1101 West Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine.
Workshop 4: Northern Scott County Regional Trails study area, Thursday, August 26,
6:30 to 9 p.m., Church of St. Mary of Purification, 15850 Marystown Road (Co. Rd. 15), Shakopee.
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Avoid recreational water illnesses
In Minnesota, we’re lucky enough to be surrounded by water; we enjoy our
lakes, rivers, and pools as a means of fun and relaxation. Yet as always, there are
safety considerations that need to be taken seriously to keep everyone safe and
healthy.
Recreational Water Illness (RWI) is a relatively new term to most people.
What is it? According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
“RWIs are caused by germs spread by swallowing, breathing in mists or aerosols
of, or having contact with contaminated water in swimming pools, hot tubs, water
parks, water plays areas,
interactive fountains,
lakes, rivers, or oceans.
RWIs can be a wide variety of infections, including gastrointestinal,
skin, ear, respiratory, eye,
neurological, and wound
infections. The most
commonly reported RWI
is diarrhea. Diarrheal illnesses can be caused by
germs
such
as
Precautions are necessary to keep water clean and Cryptosporidium, Giarswimmers safe from illnesses.
dia, Shigella, norovirus,
and E. Coli O157:H7.”
CDC has information available for pool operators as well as recreational swimmers. It is not a simple solution to prevent these germs from spreading; and it’s not
just the responsibility of pool owners. Pool and hot tub operators should visit the
CDC website guidance on maintaining water quality and equipment at http://
www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming. Disinfectants should be maintained at regulated
levels: optimal pH (7.2-7.8): alkalinity (80-120 ppm); calcium hardness (200-400
ppm); and total dissolved solids (below 2500mg/liter).
What can swimmers or hot tub users do? Remember these six steps from CDC
for healthy swimming and recreational water use:
1. Don’t swim when you have diarrhea. You can spread germs in the water
and make others very sick.
2. Don’t swallow the pool water. Avoid getting water in your mouth. (I
know that this is very difficult with younger children, so talk to them about this
safety step as soon as they are able to understand.)
3. Practice good hygiene. Remember to shower with soap before swimming and wash your hands after using the toilet or changing diapers. Germs that
are on your body end up in the water.
4. Take your kids on frequent bathroom breaks or check diapers often.
Waiting to hear “I have to go right now” may be too late! Instruct your kids not to
urinate in the water.
5. Change diapers in a bathroom or a diaper-changing area rather than
poolside or on the beach sand. Germs spread not only in the pool, but on surrounding areas or surfaces.
6. Wash your child thoroughly with soap and water before swimming.
As gross as it may sound, invisible amounts of fecal matter can end up in the pool.
Another way that germs can be spread is through small inflatable and plastic
pools, and even water play equipment such as slides. Small inflatable pools are
usually filled with tap water. Some parts of the United States have disinfectants in
their tap water, but this is not adequate to kill germs that may get into the water
from swimming.
Before use of inflatable pools:
• Do not allow a child who is ill with diarrhea or vomiting to use the pool;
• Give children a soapy shower or bath before they swim;
• Talk to parents or caregivers about their children’s health before these
children use the pool.
During Use:
• Remind children to avoid getting pool water in their mouths;
• Respond immediately to feces in the pool or a child with dirty diapers —
Clear the pool of children, empty, and clean it. In case of diarrheal incidents, once
the pool has been cleaned and is completely dry, leave it in the sun for at least four
hours.
After use:
• Drain or empty the pool;
• Clean the pool and allow it to dry. Once the pool is completely dry, leave
it in the sun for at least four hours;
• Medium and larger-sized inflatable and plastic pools that cannot be emptied daily should have filters and appropriate disinfection systems that meet the
same codes and requirements as full-sized swimming pools.
Swimming and water play are fun and healthy ways to be active. Water recreation is also a beneficial way of getting together with family and friends. Remembering to practice healthy swimming and water play will keep everyone safe and
healthy. This information is provided by CDC. Their website has more detailed
information about ways to stay safe and about specific germs. Visit their website at
www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming. Have fun, and safely enjoy water activities!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Modifying recipes helps
to improve diet, health
Sometimes, making a few small
changes to a much-loved recipe can result in significant health benefits – and
many can be in a way that people either
welcome or don’t even notice.
The following are some modifications you can make in recipes that could
be acceptable for you, your family and
friends:
Reduce sugar by one-third: Instead of one cup of sugar, use 2/3 cup.
This approach works best in canned and
frozen fruits, puddings, and custards. For
quick breads and muffins, use one tablespoon of sugar per one cup of flour. Add
vanilla, cinnamon, or nutmeg to help
enhance flavor.
Reduce fat by one-third: If a recipe
calls for 1/2 cup fat, use 1/3 cup fat. This
works best in gravies, sauces, puddings,
and some cookies. For cakes and quick
breads, use two tablespoons fat per cup
of flour.
Omit salt altogether, or simply
reduce by one-half: If recipe says 1/2
teaspoon salt, use 1/4 teaspoon. Note:
Do not eliminate salt from yeast breads
or rolls — it is important for flavor and

texture.
Substitute
whole grain
and
bran
flours: Whole
wheat flour can
replace from 1/4
to ½ of the allpurpose flour. If
a recipe has three cups of all-purpose
flour, use 1½ cups whole wheat flour and
1½ cups all-purpose flour.
Oat bran or oatmeal can replace
1/4 of the all-purpose flour; similarly,
bran cereal flour can replace up to 1/4
cup of all-purpose flour as well.
Do not try to substitute oil for
margarine or shortening — they are
not interchangeable when baking.
Do not substitute “lite” or diet
margarines for solid shortenings or
regular margarines in baking. Instead,
use less regular margarine.
Lynnette Mensah, Nutrition and
Wellness Educator, University of Illinois
Extension, Countryside Extension Center.

Income guidelines for Food
Support Program to increase
You may already know that Food
Support (FS) is the new name for “food
stamps,” but did you also know that FS
is not welfare? Food Support is administered by the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), the same governmental agency that sponsors Women,
Infants & Children (WIC) and the school
lunch program. It is known at the national level as “Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program” (or SNAP). If you
see this logo in your local grocery stores,
they are referring to FS.
The USDA provides grants to community organizations to help promote
the program locally, since in Minnesota
it is estimated that only 60 percent of
those eligible are receiving this essential governmental benefit. Many people
do not know how to apply (or incorrectly
assume that because it is “welfare,” they
don’t want anything to do with it).
Its a primary goal of the Scott Carver
Dakota CAP Agency, a grant recipient,
to educate the public about this program
— and its availability to help them and
their children to be healthier by eating
nutritious foods but also be a financial
resource to free up grocery money for
house payments, medical insurance, or
any other household expenses a family
may incur. CAP can assist families and
individuals by making them aware of
this program with eligibility guidelines,
providing applications (which are
stocked in all three offices), and helping them fill it out. Volunteers are available to help with application assistance
and make follow-up calls to check on
progress.
Currently, income limits are based
on the Federal Poverty Guidelines
(FPG): 100 percent for those disabled
or age 60 (net monthly), and 130 percent (gross) for all others:
People in Gross monthly Net* monthly
Household income
income

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

$1,174
1,579
1,984
2,389
2,794
3,199
3,604
4,009

$903
1,215
1,526
1,838
2,150
2,461
2,773
3,084

* Certain expenses can be deducted
for those needing to meet the “net” income, such as medical, housing, and utility costs.
However, due to a new law passed
in Minnesota, income guidelines will
increase November 1, 2010 to 165 percent of FPG with no asset limitations.
This will enable 70,000 more Minnesotans to be eligible. For a family of
three, this will increase income limits
from approximately $24,000 a year to
$30,000 with no limits to the amounts
of savings they could have, which has a
limit now of $7,000. Federally funded
food stamps pour millions of dollars into
local economies, according to advocates.
Food stamps also allow users to shop at
any store, any day and buy most foods.
They receive an average of $122 a month
per person. Eligible individuals receive
a plastic card which is used much like a
debit card. This system not only insures
confidentiality and the fiscal integrity of
the program, but also reduces fraud and
delivers monthly benefits easier and
faster. Research has found that 178,000
Minnesotans who are eligible for food
stamps aren’t getting the $172 million
they are entitled to. That includes 77
percent of eligible senior citizens and 30
percent of the working poor.
If you or someone you know could
use a financial boost, call CAP and ask
to speak to an intake worker at (952)
496-2125 or call Terry Hassan, Community Outreach Coordinator, at (952) 4029835 to assist in determining eligibility
or to receive an application. Final eligibility is administered locally by Scott
County Human Services with either an
in-person application or, if necessary, a
phone interview.
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Library News

By sharing, libraries save
state’s residents money
By Vanessa Birdsey
Scott County Library Director

Some of you may wonder how public libraries are funded. You often hear
that libraries are “free,” but what does
that really mean? Essentially, public libraries are free for you to use. In Minnesota, people can use any public library
in the state using the library card that
you get from the library system where
you live. (Scott County, for most of you.)
Does that mean that the state funds the
libraries? In 2009, the Scott County Library System received a total of about 5
percent of our revenue in state funds distributed by library agencies, such as
MELSA. Another 5 percent of our income comes from fees, donations, and
other miscellaneous sources, but almost
90 percent of the revenues of our library
system come from property taxes and
state aid that Scott County designates for
library operations.
I would be remiss not to mention the
indirect funding that benefits our library
system. The County operates the libraries, hires the staff, and buys the materials, the computers, the furniture, and
everything “that isn’t nailed down.” The
cities build, maintain, and operate the
buildings that we use. In 2009, the cities spent over $400,000 on our library
buildings. The state library agencies
(MELSA, MnLink, et cetera) pay to give
our residents access to numerous online
premium resources, and access to
downloadable talking books. I cannot
provide an easy answer to the value of
these products and services (perhaps in
the next SCENE), but I do know Scott
County would not be able to purchase
these resources on our own.
The Scott County Library System
may not be as well funded as some of
the other metro library systems, but I
think we make excellent use of the funds
we have to provide superior service to
our customers. How do we spend our

income? In 2009, about 76 percent of
our income was used to pay for staff,
and 14 percent for library materials.
Approximately 3 percent was used to
maintain and improve our automation
system, and a little less than 2 percent
was used to purchase PCs.
In 2009, for $2.88 per resident, (less
than the price of a magazine), Scott
County residents were able to use hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
books, magazine, online resources, talking books, DVDs, CDs and more without additional cost.
But in the end, what matters you is
the value of the library and library services. The chart below speaks for itself
(if not, please call me at 952-707-1760).
For the services that we measure, the
return on investment for the library is
over $8.00 for every dollar of the levy.
If you haven’t visited the new Scott
County Library System online catalog
lately, please visit www.scott.lib.mn.us
and click on “Web Catalog” and “Account Information.”
Library staff is the most essential
part of any library. Our staff works hard
to make library resources available to
you wherever you are, and to make your
visits to the library informative, useful,
and entertaining. Please call or visit if
you have any questions, or if you would
like to share your ideas.
Library Administration
952-707-1760
Renewal Line, 952-890-9184
Belle Plaine Library, 952-873-6767
Elko New Market Library
952-461-3460
Jordan Library, 952-492-2500
New Prague Library, 952-758-2391
Prior Lake Library, 952-447-3375
Savage Library, 952-707-1770
Scott County Law Library
952-496-8713
Shakopee Library, 952-233-9590

Value of selected Scott County Library Services
2009 Library Use Statistics were used to estimate how much
it would have cost Scott County residents to purchase the following materials and services.
Quantity of Use
2009
813,888
23,332
89,291
26,181
32,987
5,470
14,567
75,895
3,838
2,009
20,597
50,000
64,565

Library Services in 2009

Value of
Services
Books borrowed
$12,208,320
Magazines borrowed
$
93,328
Videos/DVDs borrowed
$ 357,164
Books on Tape/CD borrowed
$ 916,335
CD borrowed
$ 560,779
Museum passes borrowed (2 people) $ 109,400
Loans between MnLibrary Systems $ 364,175
Loans between Scott Co. branches $ 1,517,900
Meeting room use (3,476 hours)
$ 191,900
Adult programs attended
$
20,090
Children’s programs attended
$ 123,582
Hours of computer use
$ 600,000
Reference questions asked
$ 451,955
Total Value
$17,514,928
2009 Scott County levy
$ 2,091,009
Total revenue (includes law library) $ 2,641,980

based on MLA Value of Library Services
Copyright Massachusetts Library Association (MLA) 2004

Local author releases new book
Florida resident Patricia Clark left
her home in Florida some six years ago
and settled in Belle Plaine. Despite culture shock, she came to love and appreciate our laid-back, friendly midwestern
lifestyle, and Patricia now proudly calls
Minnesota home. Her new book is a delightful, easy-to-read story that
chronicles her first four seasons here.

This entertaining, informative, and
often humorous book is entitled Belle
Plaine: A Country Year. Blurbs for the
front and back covers were written by
Mayor Tim Lies, Pastor Leon Stier, and
librarian Georgine Gansen. Copies are
available from the author by calling
(952) 873-3464 or Mike Albrecht at
(952) 217-9062.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Seat belts – good emergency planning
Does that little reminder chime you hear when you forget to buckle your seat
belt annoy you? I know what you mean… but it’s a very good safety feature built
into our vehicles that could save our lives. Using a seat belt when driving is one of
those simple steps we can all take to help mitigate injuries during a car accident.
We know these types of accidents happen every day. Hopefully it won’t happen to
you, but taking the time to buckle your seat belt can have a big impact.
Basically, seat belts are intended to reduce injuries by stopping the wearer
from hitting the dashboard or windshield in the event of a crash. Air bags work in
conjunction with seat belts to accomplish this. Both of these devices will also help
prevent the wearer from being thrown from the vehicle. Unbelted traffic deaths
and injuries can have a devastating impact on the victim, their families, and other
loved ones. But the significance of these types of accidents can ripple out to many
others as well.
A call to help at a serious automobile accident with injuries is not an enjoyable
part of the job for first responders. These types of calls do have an emotional
impact on EMS, law enforcement, and
fire personnel. None of these responders
wishes to see pain inflicted on the citizens or other folks that may be visiting
or simply traveling through their communities.
What other types of impact can result from these accidents? Well, as you
might expect, there’s a financial factor
included in any emergency response. As
taxpayers, we expect to pay for this assistance if we need help. The purchase of
vehicles, personal protective equipment,
training costs, and supplies that are used
to help deal with injuries are all a part of
the process. Private and public insurance
assists in paying for damages to vehicles
and to help those with injuries, but there
will also most likely be some out-ofAlways buckle your seatbelt.
pocket costs for vehicle repairs and medical bills.
So how can you protect yourselves and your family? According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the following are the top
five things you should know about buckling up.
1. Buckling up is the single most effective thing you can do to protect
yourself in a crash.
During a crash, being buckled up helps keep you safe and secure inside your
vehicle, whereas being completely thrown out of a vehicle is almost always deadly.
Seat belts are the best defense against impaired, aggressive, and distracted drivers.
2. Air bags are designed to work with seat belts, not replace them.
In fact, if you don’t wear your seat belt, you could be thrown into a rapidly
opening frontal air bag; a movement of such force could injure or even kill you.
See www.safercar.gov for more on air bag safety.
3. How to buckle up safely…
Place the shoulder belt across the middle of your chest and away from your
neck, adjust the lap belt across your hips below your stomach, and never put the
shoulder belt behind your back or under an arm.
4. Fit matters.
Before you buy a new car, check to see that its seat belts are a good fit for you.
Ask your dealer about seat belt adjusters, which can help you get the best fit. If you
need a roomier belt, contact your vehicle manufacturer to obtain seat belt extenders. If you drive an older or classic car with lap belts only, check with your vehicle
manufacturer about how to retrofit your car with today’s safer lap/shoulder belts.
5. Occupant protection is for everyone.
Visit the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Web site at
www.nhtsa.gov and click on “4 Steps for Kids” to find out how to secure your
littlest passengers. If you’re expecting a little one, check out NHTSA’s “Should
pregnant women wear seat belts?” brochure online to learn how important it is for
you — and your unborn child — to buckle up the right way… every time.
It’s easy to find a reason not to wear your seat belt. (They are not needed for
short trips at low speeds, belts are too confining, it takes too much time, or car
accidents happen to other people… not me.) But do take the time to use your seat
belts. You can be involved in an accident at any time, and it really doesn’t take
much time to buckle up. Seat belts help keep you and your family safe in a motor
vehicle accident — and wearing them may just save your life!

Knights hosting local farmers’ market
In the last issue of the SCENE, we asked residents to submit information on additional events, community gatherings, and farmers’ markets in
their area. The Knights Event Center in Shakopee noted that they will be
hosting farmers’ markets on Saturdays this summer through October 9 from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., featuring vegetables, flowers, honey, home baked goods,
jellies/jams, and a lot of other good stuff.
Want your gathering or event included in the SCENE? Just contact Lisa
Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at (952) 492-8780 or via
e-mail at lkohner@co.scott.mn.us.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Second healthiest county
in first healthiest state
Scott County has been ranked as the second healthiest county in Minnesota by
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (an independent foundation), who — in
collaboration with the University of Wisconsin’s Population Health Institute —
developed criteria to rank every county in the nation. Only Jackson County, a
predominantly rural agricultural county southwest of Mankato with a population
of about 8 percent of Scott County’s, was ranked higher in Minnesota.
The County Health Rankings are intended to demonstrate that where we live
matters to our health. The health of a community depends on many factors, ranging from individual health behaviors, education, jobs, quality of health care, and
the environment. This first-of-its-kind study is intended to help community leaders understand the factors that help us live longer, healthier lives. (While this study
ranked the counties within all 50
states, it did not
establish rankings
between states;
however, another
study published
annually in the
CQ Press State
Fact Finder Series
presents state
rankings for a
number of issues.
CQ has ranked Minnesota as the healthiest state in the nation for the past two
years.)
The Wisconsin study notes that the health of people in a community is influenced by the many different factors noted above; in addition, the study also found
that people who live in communities with ample park and recreation opportunities
are more likely to exercise, which reduces heart disease risk. People who live in
communities with good air quality and smoke-free laws are less likely to have lung
cancer. The study demonstrated how big a difference there is in health outcomes
in different communities, “…with some places being much healthier than others.”
The study concluded that “Counties can improve health outcomes by addressing all health factors with effective, evidence-based programs and policies.”
In my 30 years working for Scott County managing the Environmental Health
program, I’ve grown to appreciate Scott County’s collaborative approach to government. We work closely with state agencies, local governments, and the private
sector to achieve common goals. We are close enough to a large metropolitan area
to benefit from the excellent health care and educational resources, yet relatively
unaffected by the air pollution associated with a large urban area. We have ample
recreational areas, and a strong commitment toward parks, trails, and outdoor recreational opportunities. Further, over the years, our County Commissioners have
demonstrated a strong commitment for the health and well being of Scott County
residents. In short, Scott County is a healthy place to live and work.
More information on these rankings and the factors considered can be obtained from the following websites: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/ and http:/
/os.cqpress.com/rankings/healthcare2009.html

Fare ticket books accepted by
all Transit Link providers
In order to provide better service to
our customers, we are changing our fare
card system.
What’s happening? The Metropolitan Council has been working on
regionalizing Dial-A-Ride systems to
work together more efficiently. Some
of the outcomes of this process are regionalized fares and Transit Link Fare
Ticket Books. Transit Link Fare Ticket
Books are sold for $22.50, and contain
ten tickets each worth $2.25.
Why is this exciting? The Transit
Link Fare Ticket Book will be less hassle
for you. If your fare is $4.50, simply
hand two Transit Link tickets to your
driver… no waiting to have your card
marked off and returned to you. No
more adding up the punches left on your
card. You will always know how much
is left by counting the number of tickets
you have. The best part? SmartLink
Fare cards were only valid in Scott and
Carver Counties. Transit Link Fare Tickets are accepted on all Transit Link providers!
How do I get my Transit Link

Convenient fare ticket books allow
Smart Link users to purchase 10
tickets at a time.

Fare Ticket Books? We will no longer
sell SmartLink Transit Fare Cards. The
Transit Link Ticket Books have arrived
in our office. They will be assigned to
the drivers and the office staff and you
will be able to purchase them just like
you did the SmartLink Fare Cards.
What if I still have punches left
on my SmartLink Fare Card?
SmartLink Transit will continue to accept SmartLink Fare Cards as payment
until August 31, 2010.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our Customer Service Agents at (952) 496-8341.

Scott County soils help form the “bread basket” of our country.

Soils formed over centuries;
stewardship of land needed
Soils are one of the most basic resources of all terrestrial life. Soil properties directly relate to agricultural production, productivity of our forests, historical settlement of this County, and
other uses — such as assisting engineers
with constructing roads and selecting
building locations.
Parent material, climate, relief,
moisture, living organisms, and time all
affect the development of soils. These
factors produce a mosaic that is not random, but the result of these five major
environmental elements blended together.
Parent material in the soil of Scott
County is primarily a result of deposited material relating to glacial activity
in Minnesota 10 to 20 thousand years
ago. When the glaciers retreated, a large
volume of water was released, thereby
sorting material that was washed down
with the melted water. This material is
known as glacial outwash. Along the
Minnesota River Valley, soils that are
considered derived from glacial outwash
exist. Sand and gravel pits along the
Minnesota River valley illustrate this
point of highly stratified material.
Most of Scott County above the
river terrace on the other hand had its
roots in what is known as glacial till.
Glacial till (or simply “till”) is an unsorted array of material ranging from
very fine particles, such as clay, to larger
rocks, such as boulders. Till is common
in Minnesota, and can be compared to a
dump truck: Whatever is in the glacier
(e.g., the box of a dump truck) gets
dumped. The distinguishing feature is a
thick dark-color surface layer that is high
in nutrients, rendering it a very productive soil for agricultural crops. It covers
about a third of Minnesota, most of
which can be found in the southern part
of the state. The decomposition of the
deep prairie roots — which penetrated
down to 12 feet into the soil — were
subsequently stirred up by organisms
like ants, groundhogs, and other critters
over thousands of years and have
“plowed the prairie,” producing the rich,
thick soils of Scott County.
Climate, relief, and moisture also

affect the soil development. When temperatures are lower, chemical and physical changes occur much slower than, for
example, the soils in Florida, which have
much higher mean average temperatures.
Scott County has an annual precipitation
of about 27 or 28 inches per year, with
an annual mean temperature of about 45
degrees Fahrenheit. With more moisture, lime and iron become removed by
water passing through the soil (under
unsaturated conditions). Relief, or “the
lay of the land,” is also a contributing
factor. As slopes increase, greater runoff ensues, as well as greater translocation of surficial materials downslope
through surface erosion and movement
of the soil mass. Farmers, contractors on
building sites, and concerned landowners have gone to great extents to reduce
soil erosion by implementing management practices that keep soils in place,
or catch them at the edge of a work site.
For example, some farmers practice conservation tillage in which a minimum of
30 percent of crop residue is left on the
soil surface during critical soil erosion
periods, thus reducing soil erosion.
Soils in depressions and swales collect both water and sediment from higher
lying terrain, and the loss or addition of
water affects the kinds of plants that
grow there. The direction a hillside is
facing is also of importance with the
amount of sunlight it receives. In some
areas of the state, the borders between
forest and prairie vegetation often have
forest vegetation and forest soil on the
north-facing slopes, and prairie soils on
the south-facing slopes.
These five factors have resulted in
what we see today in the fields and
neighborhoods of Scott County. Although seemingly subtle, our soils help
the economy through agricultural production, provide the first line of defense
to protect the ground water against pollution, and attracted settlers to this area
hundreds of years ago. Scott County
soils are a portion of the “bread basket”
of the country and are a true natural resource and asset to our economy worth
protecting and conserving.

Native grass planting
program now available
For landowners with property currently being farmed, there is a new program which can provide up to $175 per acre per year and 50 percent of costs
for establishing native grasses. Native grasses are perennial and grow well in
areas that conventional crops may not. Through this program, fifteen species
of native grasses and flowering plants will be seeded in order to improve
water quality and reduce soil erosion. The program offers a ten-year contract,
and seeding can occur as early as this fall after crops are harvested.
This program is available for landowners in select areas within the following townships: Belle Plaine, Sand Creek, Helena, Cedar Lake, Louisville,
as well as the lower portion of Spring Lake, and the southwest corner of New
Market Township. This program was made available by a Clean Water Fund
grant. Funding is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
To find out if you are eligible, or more information on this program,
contact the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District at (952) 492-5425.
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New statewide permit may Master Gardeners plan fall
educational activities
affect your business
The newly re-issued Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Industrial
Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit
went into effect in April. This permit
requires industrial facilities with potentially hazardous materials, wastes, or
processes to manage stormwater runoff.
Because this permit is so new, many
thousands of municipalities, business
owners, and facility operators may not
know if their facility, or its primary activity, falls under state permit requirements. How do you determine whether
your facility or activities require a permit? Here is an overview of the process:

Stormwater Permit.
Step 3. Determine if you need
permit coverage or need to certify for
No Exposure. Do you conduct a Narrative Activity or is your primary SIC
code listed in the application instructions? Any facility or business conducting any of the Narrative Activities or has
a Primary SIC code listed in the instructions must obtain permit coverage or
certify for No Exposure. A primary SIC
code is the SIC code that generates the
largest volume of revenue, the one with
the most employees, or the one with the
greatest production.

Step 1. Determine whether your
facility is included in one of the 29
regulated industrial sectors.
For businesses involved with hazardous products, processes or waste, it’s
likely your facility falls into sector C,
K, M, N or X. Visit “Identify your facility — do you need a permit?” at
www.pca.state.mn.us for a description
of all 29 sectors.

Step 4: Apply for permit Coverage or Certify for No Exposure.
Now that you have determined if
your Narrative Activity or primary SIC
code requires you to apply for a permit,
you have two possible outcomes. Depending upon your pollution-prevention
(P2) activities and BMPs, you may
qualify for a permit exclusion called “No
Exposure.” If your facility doesn’t meet
the No Exposure criteria, you will have
to apply for a permit. Fill out the application (online or in hard copy format)
at: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/
stormwater/stormwater-i.html.

Step 2. What’s your primary Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
code? Do you conduct a Narrative
Activity?
Determine your Primary SIC code
or Narrative Activity for your facility.
Businesses are designated by their SIC
code(s) or by Narrative Activities, often
for Commerce/Revenue purposes. One
way to determine your facility’s SIC
codes and/or Narrative Activities is to
look at your federal tax form (Schedule
C or C-EZ for Sole Proprietors, Form
1065 for Partners, Form 1120 for C
Corporations, or Form 1120-S for S
Corporations). See pages 6-11 of the
application instructions for all of the
Narrative Activities and Primary SIC
codes regulated by the Industrial

In addition to the permit application
and instructions, permittees can access
the agency’s compliance assistance
tools, including tools to help create the
required Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or subscribe to the
Industrial Stormwater Information enewsletter by visiting the link above. Or
call the Stormwater Hotline at: (651)
757-2119 or 800-657-3804 (non-metro
only) for 24/7 assistance with
stormwater questions. All MPCA staff
are available at 800-657-3864.

Prepare your garage for
winter with these tips
Winter? What?? Believe it or not,
it is time to start thinking about winter
again. Cold weather will be here before
we know it, so now is a perfect time to
prepare your garage for the season. And
while preparing your garage for the cold
weather ahead, you can also take steps
to make your garage a safer place
throughout the entire year.
By reducing the amount of pesticides and other chemicals being stored
in your garage, you can reduce the risk
of leakage and accidental exposure or
poisoning for your family. However,
there is more to it than that. Many
chemicals are also rendered less effective, or even unusable, through exposure
to hot and cold temperatures. By buying only what you need, and then using
what you buy, you can reduce the
amount of hazardous waste that your
family generates. If you have any extra
leftover product, bring it to the Scott
County HHW Facility rather than allowing the container to sit in your garage
and be exposed to fluctuating temperature cycles. You may find that we have
that same chemical available in the REUSE Room for free the next time you
need some. Meanwhile, if you do need
to store chemicals in your garage, be sure
to clearly label those chemicals, and
store them in their original containers.
Keep those containers in a locked cabinet, out of sight and out of reach of children.

If you store gasoline, you should
keep only a small amount in an approved
container and place it in a locked cabinet. That will assure that children will
not be able to reach the containers. Do
not store any gasoline at all if you have
any appliance in the garage with a
pilot light. Other handy safety tips for
your garage include:

•

Use extension cords only for
temporary projects, and store them away
when those projects are finished. Do not
allow extension cords to lie on the floor
for extended periods of time.
• Store rakes, shovels, and lawn
chairs on your wall to keep them off the
floor.
• Store bikes on the wall or ceiling to keep the floor space open.
• Store ladders horizontally, to
prevent children from climbing on them.
• Keep the floor and steps clean
of clutter and debris. Clean up all spills
immediately, and properly dispose of the
cleanup debris.
• Consider installing a smoke
alarm in your garage, and keep a working fire extinguisher in the area. Make
sure every family member knows how
to use the extinguisher.
• Never use a grill (gas or charcoal) or a power generator inside of your
garage, or inside any other areas of your
home.

Scott/Carver Master Gardeners will
finish off a successful season at the
Teaching Garden at the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan with weekly
events throughout September. These
events are free to the public, but preregistration is encouraged so that enough
materials will be on hand. Please preregister by calling Mary at (952) 4925410 or e-mail to smith515@umn.edu
Thursday, September 2, 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. – Join a Master Gardener
for a guided tour of several of the teaching garden plots. Gardens in Literature
is the theme for the year, and we expect
the Dr. Seuss garden, the ABC garden,
the Secret Garden, the one-plant book
garden (Cinderella, the Princess and the
Pea, et cetera), and the Flower Fairy
gardens to be at their best!
Thursday, September 9, 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. – Chat informally with a
Master Gardener about all the recommended procedures for fall lawn care,
and learn why fall is the very best time
for most lawn practices.
Thursday, September 16, 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. – The season finale of Evenings in the Garden concentrates on
Gifts from the Garden. This family
learning opportunity will include several hands-on crafts and inspiration using flowers and vegetables.
Thursday, September 23, 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. – From Vine to Wine presentation by Master Gardener Larry
Enter, a long-time amateur wine maker
from Carver County. His presentation
will be held indoors and will cover both

The Master Gardener fall programs
are free and open to families. Above,
children get acquainted in the “Secret
Garden” at the Master Gardeners’
teaching garden plot at the Scott
County Fairgrounds.

growing grapes and the secrets of making quality wine at home.
Thursday, September 30, 6:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. – A demonstration by
Master Gardener Jackie Smith of various methods for harvesting fall crops,
including tips for successful long-term
storage.
These free family learning opportunities are sponsored by the Scott/Carver
Master Gardeners, a program of the University of Minnesota Extension, and will
take place rain or shine!

Fall yard care: Don’t
“leaf” it until spring
It’s just around the corner… The
leaves will begin to turn beautiful shades
of red, orange, and yellow, but soon after that, they will drop to the ground —
leaving chores for many homeowners.
Unfortunately, leaves contain phosphorus, the plant nutrient that contributes
to algae blooms, which in turn reduce
oxygen levels in our lakes and rivers.
This decreased level of oxygen then
destroys wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities. So make sure you sweep
up the leaves this fall to reduce the potential for algae blooms on your favorite lake.
Try these tips while taking on fall
yard care this year:
♦ Sweep up leaves from the
street and other hard surfaces. Either
mulch leaves into the lawn with a couple
of passes with your mower, or pick them
up to compost them in a backyard bin
to use on your garden beds next year.
You may be able to bag them up for
curbside pickup, depending on your city
practices. Never dump them in wetlands
or buffer areas.
♦ The best time to fertilize your
lawn with a zero phosphorus fertilizer
is in the fall between Labor Day and
Halloween. In the fall, your lawn begins to store energy in the roots for new
growth in the spring, so the phosphorus-free fertilizer will go to supporting
the root of the grass plant rather than
the shoots when fertilizing in late spring
or summer.
♦ Weeds are most vulnerable in

the fall, so now is the best time to spottreat for dandelions, plantain, Creeping
Charlie, and other perennial broadleaf
weeds. This method of spot-treating
weeds in the fall will reduce the need for
a whole-lawn treatment in the spring.
♦ The fall is also a great time to
seed bare spots on your lawn. Seeding
from mid-August to mid-September will
likely succeed because the relatively cool
weather will better support new growth.
♦ The best time to aerate your
lawn is in the fall. Aeration will reduce
soil compaction, improve water infiltration, and promote healthy root systems.
A healthy lawn can go a long way
toward keeping our lakes and rivers
clean. Remember to clean up excess yard
waste (like leaves and grass clippings)
from your driveway and street so they
don’t wash into nearby water resources.
More tips on fall yard care for clean
water
can
be
found
at
www.cleanwatermn.org, or contact Dan
Miller with the Scott Clean Water Education Program at (952) 492-5424 or via
e-mail at dmiller@co.scott.mn.us.

Drive carefully in all highway work zones!
Check for highway projects at www.co.scott.mn.us or call (952) 496-8346
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Fun at the fair!
Furry and feathery friends, food, and fun were all available during the Scott
County Fair which ran July 28 through August 1 at the Scott County
Fairgrounds in St. Lawrence Township. Although there was fine fair weather,
attendance and revenue were down from last year, according to Scott County
Fair Manager Jim Luce. However, there were lots of smiles from those in
attendance.

Moths are pretty, but
could hurt your vine crops
The squash vine borer is a common
moth seen in the summer and fall months
in Minnesota. Those pretty orange
moths can be very detrimental to your
vine crops, including squash, pumpkins,
and — on occasion — cucumbers and
melons.
Squash vine borer adults resemble
a wasp. They are about one-half inch
long with an orange abdomen with black
dots. The adults have two sets of wings,
the first pair being metallic green and
the back pair of wings being
clear. Adults lay eggs that are flat,
brown, and about one twenty-fifth of an
inch long. Larvae are white or cream
with brown heads, and reach about an
inch in length.
Adults are generally seen from late
June to early July, emerging from cocoons in the ground. While most moths
fly at night, these moths fly during the
day. Soon after emerging, adults lay
eggs at the base of susceptible plants.
About one week after they are laid, the
eggs hatch and the larvae bore into stems
to feed. As they feed through the center
of the stem, the flow of water is blocked
to the plant. Larvae feed for four to six
weeks then burrow one to two inches
into the soil to pupate and remain there
until the following summer.
Once the vine borer has attacked, a
wilting of plants is seen; eventually,
plants will collapse and die. Observation of a wilting plant reveals holes near
the base of the plant filled with moist
greenish or orange sawdust-like material called frass. Over time, the base of

4-H Youth In the Spotlight
Samantha Horner
School: Shakopee High School
Grade: 10th grade
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Years in 4-H: 2
Parents: Heather and Jason Horner
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth

Squash vine borer

the plants will become mushy and rot
away altogether.
Vine borers are difficult to manage.
Most management options are limited
to controlling the hatching larvae before
they enter the plant. Once larvae invade
the stem, it is difficult to treat. If plants
are attacked, promptly pull and destroy
any plants killed by squash vine borers.
You can also kill borers inside the vine
by using a knife to cut a slit into the affected stem as soon as wilting is noticed.
Once you have killed any borers,
mound moist soil over the cut area and
keep the plant well watered. New roots
can form along the cut allowing the plant
to survive. Placing barriers (such as
wrapping tin foil around the base of
plants where eggs are laid) can also keep
larvae from boring into plants. Insecticides can also be used at the base of
stems with a spray or dust. Start treatments when adult borers are detected.
Insecticides include carbaryl,
permethrin, bifenthrin, or esfenvalerate.
Be sure to read all labels carefully. Also
be sure to watch the number of days
between application and harvest.
Source: Janelle Kuechle, University of Minnesota Extension

Some students are natural teachers, and
Samantha Horner is one of those teens. She’s
been visiting the elementary students in Shakopee for the past two years sharing with them
Samantha Horner
how to make positive choices and how to say
no to peer pressure through the Youth Teaching Youth program. Samantha has a
presence in the classroom that allows her to have fun with the students but still
keep classroom order. Shakopee elementary students have a great role model to
look to in Samantha Horner — thank you, Samantha, for giving your time and
talent to your community!

Tate Murchison
School: New Prague High School
Grade: 12th grader
4-H Club: Youth Teaching Youth
Parents: Todd and Michelle Murchison
Years in 4-H: Two years
Projects of Interest: Youth Teaching Youth
When the call goes out for the need of teen
teachers, Tate is one of the first to volunteer.
This is Tate’s second year teaching, and he has
more than demonstrated strong leadership skills
Tate Murchison
– he’s a positive role model in his entire comth
th
munity. Tate has been teaching the 5 and 6 graders at St. Wenceslaus Catholic
School, where the students always look forward to seeing him. He takes the time
to get to know his students, and remembers them when he sees them out in his
community. Thank you, Tate, for being a great mentor in your community!

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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Winners selected in SWCD contest
Students in the Elko New Market, Belle Plaine,
Shakopee, Prior Lake, and Jordan area school districts
demonstrated their creativity, interest in conservation,
and appreciation for our natural resources in the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) annual
Poster, Mural, Essay and Video Contest. The theme
for this year’s contest was “Conservation Habits =
Healthy Habitats.”
Scott County students in fifth- and sixth-grade
classrooms were eligible to enter the contest. They used
a variety of approaches for the entries they created.
Some displayed tips
on ways to protect
the environment and
the wildlife who call
it home, while others
showed off their creativity through artwork, video filming
or written essays.
Many of the posters
depicted the students’ love for the
outdoors, animals
and nature.
“Our natural reRicka Edwards, a fifth grader
at Jordan Middle School, sources are very imreceived honorable mention portant to us here in
for her poster in the contest. Scott County,” ex-

Five Hawks Elementary School students in Prior
Lake dominated in the video category, taking three
of the four top honors with their home-produced
entries. Winners included (l. ro r.) the team of
Mason Fischer and Griffin Luick, first place; Austin
Muss, second place; and Jenna Harju and Christina
Laridaen, honorable mention.

plained Diane Hrabe, Communications Specialist with
the Scott SWCD in Jordan. “In this contest, it is a
wonderful opportunity for the District to educate the
students on the importance of making good conservation choices in our lives and to talk about ways they
can protect and renew our natural resources.” A total
of 333 entries were judged in four categories — posters, murals, essays, and videos.
Presentations on this year’s theme were given to
more than 400 students. Cash awards from the Scott
Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan were
given to the top entries in all four categories. For further information on this contest, contact Diane Hrabe,
(952) 492-5416.

Oak Crest Elementary School students in Belle
Plaine were among the winners with their poster
and mural entries. They include (l. to r.) Jenna Gatz,
first place in the poster category, Abby Meger,
second place in the poster category; and the team
of Bella Goldstein and Haley Johnson, honorable
mention in the mural category.

Take a survey… You
could win a rain barrel
Sun Path Elementary School fifth graders in
Shakopee placed at the top with their entries.
Winners include (l. to r.) Christine Monjoseph,
second place in the poster category; the team of
Maddie Murphy and Alysa Janke, third place in the
video category; and Moushumi Sahu, first place
in the essay competition.

Eagle View Elementary School fifth graders from
Elko New Market captured the top honors with their
murals. Team winners include (l. to r.) Makayla
Rocheford and Abby Vivant, first place; Alyssa
Rhoten and Lexi Johnson, third place; and Krista
Schmacher and Morgan Carlton, second place.

Residents are being invited to take a short, tenquestion online survey. Entries will be eligible to win
a free rain barrel! The Scott Clean
Water Education Program is encouraging residents to take this survey
to help direct future stormwater education and outreach programs. If
you provide your name and a contact number (or e-mail) at the end
of the survey, you will be entered
into the rain barrel drawing, courtesy of the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District in Jordan. However, you do not
need to leave your contact information to complete
the survey. Visit www.scottswcd.org and follow the
link in the upper right-hand corner of the home page.

Donations sought for
Meth Task Force golf
fundraiser
Pay it forward — we’ve all heard the saying, we
know what it means, but few of us give those words
any justice as we get caught up in the hustle and bustle
of our daily lives. Not so for local business owner
Alison Roberts Olson, who operates Coffee Bean on
the corner of Lewis and 3rd Street in charming downtown Shakopee. Her mission? Help raise money for
the Scott County Meth Task Force. “Meth is killing
our kids and destroying their futures,” Olson simply
replies when asked what sparked her interest in supporting the Meth Task Force.
This September will mark the fourth annual “Tee
It Up for the Task Force” golf fundraiser taking place
at Stonebrooke Golf Club. Every year, the Task Force
reaches out to local businesses and individuals for
donations of any form – monetary, product, service,
or time — to be bid on at the live auction or raffled off
during the tournament. Thanks to generous local support last year, the tournament helped exceed the
fundraising goals set in previous years.
Contributing to last year’s success was Olson; she
decided to support the cause by donating two fourhour gardening sessions, in which she would personally come to the winning bidder’s home to weed their
garden. Olson explains, “I don’t have money, but I have
time.” She continues to reiterate the fact that everyone
has a trade, skill, or even a passion such as “… building a shelf, shoveling the sidewalk, replacing a toilet,
or fixing a new hairstyle; anyone can donate.”
Consider joining her on the quest to pay it forward in maintaining a strong community by keeping
our children drug-free. Your donation will benefit the
entire community by supporting the Scott County Meth
Task Force and continuing the educational programs
such as “Shattered” and sponsoring anti-drug activities and combating underage drinking in local schools.
Let’s make the message clear to our youth — Choose
Life, Not Meth.
Interested in joining the cause or playing in the
“Tee It Up” fundraiser? Please contact Selina Kolsrud
at (952) 496-8244 to donate your personal gift or to
get more information about the golf tournament. To
learn more about the Task Force, visit
www.chooselifenotmeth.com or find us on Facebook
by searching “Scott County Meth Task Force.”
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Farm operations create safety issues,
noise, smells, but tolerance is needed
Whether it’s complaints about late-night and early-morning use of farming
machinery, hard feelings over the smell of manure, or simply frustration about
sharing the road with slow-moving vehicles, the migration from the city to the
country can create conflict between some of Scott County’s oldest and newest
residents.
Each year in the United States, about 30,000 motor vehicle crashes occur involving tractors and other farm machinery. As farmers head back out to the fields
during harvest time this fall, you’re likely to drive up behind a slow moving vehicle. Just as motorists are entitled to operate their
vehicles on public roadways, farmers are legally
allowed to operate farm equipment on these same
roadways. Following are some safety tips to help
you share the road:
♦ Recognize the slow moving vehicle emblem
and slow down immediately.
♦ Most crashes occur when motorists try to pass
farm vehicles when they are turning left. Don’t assume the farm vehicle that pulls to the right side of the road is going to turn
right or is allowing you to pass. Due to the size of some farm implements, the
farmer must execute wide left-hand turns. If you are unsure, check for hand signals (if you can see the operator) and check the left side of the road for gates,
driveways, or any other place a farm vehicle might turn.
♦ Yield to wide vehicles. Don’t suppose the farmer can move aside to allow you to pass. Shoulders may not be able to support the weight of a heavy farm
vehicle if they are wet or soft. If the shoulder or ditch is steep, the farm vehicle
may not be able to pull over without tipping.
♦ Don’t assume the farmer knows you’re there. Generally, farm equipment operators will be regularly checking to see if there is traffic behind them.
However, most farm equipment is loud and is not designed to be driven on a roadway. The operator must spend most of the time watching for oncoming traffic and
trying to keep the equipment safely on the road.
♦ Due to the large difference in speed, it’s common for motor vehicles to
rear-end a piece of farm equipment. Patience is one of the best ways to avoid a
collision. Even if you have to slow down to 20 mph and follow a tractor for two
miles, it takes only six minutes of your time — equivalent to waiting for two
stoplights in town.
♦ Pass only when it is legal and safe to do so. When passing, be cautious
as farm equipment, especially implements being towed, tend to weave.
♦ Watch for debris on the roadway, especially during planting and harvest
seasons.
When one considers noise complaints, we commonly think about barking dogs,
stereos at high volume, or large parties. In Scott County, however, we frequently
get noise complaints about farm machinery. Many people don’t realize the sevendays-a-week, 365-days-a-year commitment required to operate a successful farm.
In addition, many typical complaints have an equally negative impact, if not more,
on the farmer than the neighbors. For instance, the late night use of machinery is
often necessary only when there’s a dramatic shift in the weather forecast. (“Make
hay when the sun shines” isn’t just an expression.) If the
corn is ready, getting it in before the first snowstorm or a
late autumn downpour can be the difference between a
devastating loss and a successful harvest.
Noise complaints regarding animal sounds can be an
issue as well. Before you pick up the phone and call 911
because of a bellowing cow, consider some reasons why
she might be bawling: sickness, loss of a calf, late milking due to broken equipment, and/or injury. Would you
Farm animals do rather hear heavy traffic sounds instead?
What about the smell? Think about this honestly:
create noise, but
tolerance is needed. which came first, the farm or the residential development?
After all, Scott County was almost exclusively agricultural when first incorporated and is still largely agricultural today. Don’t get angry
with the farmer because the wind is blowing in the wrong direction, and remember
that he or she isn’t spreading manure out of spite. It’s just something that needs to
be done. Land application provides one of the best alternatives for utilizing manure from livestock. Manure is not harmful when applied to land according to
plant needs and in a way that prevents movement into surface water and ground
waters. Manure provides essential crop nutrients and increases the organic matter
in the soil.
Scott County is a wonderfully diverse rural/suburban community, enjoying a
growing mix of commercial, industrial, and housing development while still maintaining a rural flair. The sight of Holstein cows grazing on the hillside and the
smell of fresh-cut hay laying in the fields is part of the reason the majority of us
love living and working in Scott County!

Scott SWCD Tree Program
If you live in Scott County and wish to order seedlings and/or transplants
through the 2011 Scott SWCD Tree Program, please send your e-mail or
mailing address to dhrabe@co.scott.mn.us. You will be added to the mailing
list and automatically receive order materials in early October. For more
information, please call Diane at (952) 492-5425.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

Keep your personal
data safe and secure
As more people and companies rely
on computers, how can we be sure that
our data are going to remain safe and
secure? It seems like there is always
some new group of hackers out there trying to steal our personal information.
What can we do to keep our information safe? There are two times you
should be concerned about the safety of
your data: While you are using your
computer, and when you decide to recycle your old computer.
As you are using your computer,
there are a few steps you should follow
to avoid becoming a victim of information theft. Be sure to install an anti-virus program on your computer, and
keep it current. A good anti-virus program can detect and remove all types of
viruses, and with new viruses being created every day, it is important to keep
an up-to-date copy on your computer.
Be careful with what you download
and open. Sometimes what appears to
be a harmless e-mail could actually contain a terrible virus. So when looking
through your e-mails, be certain that you
know where the e-mails are coming from
and that the sender can be trusted.
One important item that is often
overlooked is choosing a good password. While people don’t think much
about the quality of their chosen password, the data security company
Imperva reminds us that we should.
Imperva has studied the subject of passwords carefully, and they found some
interesting facts. Recently, they analyzed millions of passwords, and then
published a report containing the 10
most commonly-used computer passwords:
1. 123456
2. 12345
3. 123456789
4. password
5. iloveyou
6. princess
7. rockyou
8. 1234567
9. 12345678
10. abc123
Interestingly enough, the seventh
entry on this list (“rockyou”) was also
the password used to protect
www.rockyou.com, an internet advertising website. Imperva compiled this
study when they gained access to 32
million passwords that had been posted
briefly on the internet after a major security breach occurred at Rockyou.com
and a hacker posted all of the passwords
to the internet after breaking into the
Rockyou.com website. The opportunity
to study this large of a number of real
passwords provided a unique chance to
evaluate the strength of real passwords

as a function of security protection, and
what Imperva found was surprising.
Of the 32 million passwords looked
at in the study, more than 290,000 were
“12345.” Twenty percent of the passwords were common names, slang, or
easily-remembered number
combinations.
Obviously, using a weak
password like
any of these
could make
your computer
easy to hack. Imperva recommends that
passwords contain a minimum of eight
characters, and include a mix of four
different types of characters: upper case
letters, lower case letters, numbers and
special characters (such as !@#$%^&*).
Then once you have decided to recycle your old computer, what should
you do to safeguard any information still
contained in that computer? Fortunately,
Scott County can help you in two important ways. First, when you pay a
small fee to drop your computer at the
Scott County HHW (Household Hazardous Waste) Facility for recycling, you
can rest assured that your data will be
safe. We send all of our electronics to a
reputable recycling firm named Asset
Recovery, located right here in Minnesota. Unlike some companies who send
their items to unknown overseas locations for cheaper labor, all of the recycling and reprocessing at Asset Recovery occurs in North America, with most
of it being done right here in Minnesota.
Your hard drive will be wiped at their
Saint Paul location to remove personal
data.
However, if you desire even more
assurance, we are pleased to offer a new
service: “Certified Hard Drive Destruction” through Asset Recovery. For a
small additional fee of just $5, you can
place your hard drive into a locked receptacle which will be transported to
their secure facility in Saint Paul. There
the container will be unlocked under
secure conditions, and the hard drive will
be placed into a large shredder, which
will reduce your data storage device (and
your personal information) to harmless
and unrecoverable confetti. You will be
given a certificate assuring complete and
secure destruction of your data. This is
a great service for both businesses and
individuals who have sensitive data on
their hard drives.
Visit www.co.scott.mn.us/HHW for
more information on the many recycling
services available to Scott County residents and businesses.

Carver-Scott Master
Gardeners Free Help Desks
8 a.m. to noon
Saturdays
Prior Lake Farmer’s Market
(just off Highway 13 on Main Street)
Bring your plant disease and insect problems to
the Help Desk for diagnosis and help, or call the
Yard and Garden Hotline at (952) 466-5308

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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SWCD choses Parks and Trails
Dept. as Steward of the Month

Virgil Pint, Scott Watershed Planning Commission
member (left) and Troy Kuphal, Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District Manager attended the
2010 Environmental Initiative awards banquet
recently, where the Scott Watershed Management
Organization (WMO) was honored as a finalist.

Scott WMO among finalists
for Environmental Award
Scott County Watershed Management Organization was named a finalist for the 2010 Environmental
Initiative Award. The award recognized the Scott WMO
for its outstanding efforts in protecting and restoring
natural resources and its unique partnerships with seven
different agencies and 165 landowners over the past
five years.
Through its cost-share and incentive program, the
Scott WMO has helped implement more than 200 land
and water conservation projects, preventing an estimated 5,275 tons of sediment and 7,380 pounds of
phosphorus annually from entering lakes, rivers, and
streams in Scott County. Of the 50 applicants, the Scott
WMO was the only watershed organization chosen as
a finalist. The annual awards banquet was held at the
Nicollet Island Pavillion on May 27.

The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District
in Jordan selected the Scott County Parks and Trails
Department as the June Land Steward of the Month.
The Parks and Trails staff, in partnership with the
County’s Public Works Department, recently completed a 50-acre prairie planting and installed a twoacre wetland basin at Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park
in Cedar Lake Township, Scott County. The park, although undeveloped at this time, spans more than 490
acres of mixed wetlands, mature oak forests, and agricultural land. Funding for these conservation practices
was provided through a Minnesota Board of Water and
Soil Resources grant (prairie planting) and Scott
County (wetland restoration), with technical assistance
from the Scott SWCD staff.
For a second year, the Parks and Trails Department also partnered with Great River Greening on a
buckthorn removal program at Spring Lake Regional
Park near Prior Lake recently. Great River Greening
and the Parks Department sought volunteers to help
protect the high-quality Maple Basswood Forest plant
communities at Spring Lake Park. First introduced in
the late 19th Century as an ornamental shrub and windbreak, today buckthorn has become one of the most
destructive invasive species in Minnesota. This project
greatly contributes to protecting the biodiversity of the
park as well as enhancing the water quality of Spring
Lake. Funding was provided by Scott County and the
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Fund as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) through
Great River Greening’s membership in the Metro Conservation Corridors partnership.
The department also oversees acquisition, devel-

Accepting the Scott Soil and Water Conservation
District’s Steward of the Month Award are (l. to r.)
Patty Freeman, Senior Parks and Natural
Resources Planner; Kristin French, Parks Advisory
Commission (PAC) Chair; and Barbara Marschall,
Scott County Commissioner and current County
Board Chair.

opment, and improvements at three other County parks
— Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park near New Prague
(opened in 2009); Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park; and
Blakeley Bluffs Regional Park Reserve near Belle
Plaine (in process). The staff also has a program for
monitoring and treating noxious weeds in cooperation
with the Scott County Public Works Department.
Lastly, the Parks and Trails staff is committed to goals
in its strategic plan for improving the quality of nongame wildlife habitat in Scott County. Contact the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5425 or visit www.scottswcd.org
for more information.

When are septic system inspections required?
On January 26, 2010, the Scott
County Board of Commissioners approved the adoption of a new sewage
treatment system ordinance. As mandated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, a number of updates were
made, including changes related to when
a compliance inspection is required.
Going forward, whenever a new
septic system is installed, the soils will
be examined by two licensed inspectors
(including one from the County). This
will preclude the need to ever check soil
conditions again for those systems.
What about compliance inspections
for systems installed before 2010? Most
of these compliance inspections result
from requests by a buyer or mortgage
company during property sales. Scott
County requires compliance inspections
only under limited circumstances. Inspections are not required when you ap-

ply for a building permit for roofing,
siding, or internal work (except for some
new bedrooms). Inspections may need
to be done prior to permit approval to
build an accessory structure or to add a
horizontal addition onto an existing
structure. However, a compliance inspection is not required when the County
has acceptable records on the design,
construction, maintenance (pumping),
and location records of the system. Because the County has excellent records
on file for most systems installed since
1980, we are able to waive the inspection requirement for most applicants.
Prior to the approval of a building
permit, the inspector may require the
identification of an alternate site and that
the tank(s) be pumped (if it has been
longer than six years). The County’s
approach to looking at the status of the
septic system prior to accepting certain

Join Us for the

First Annual Prior Lake
Domestic Violence
Awareness Walk
October 2, 2010, 12 noon – 1:30 p.m.
Lakefront Park, Prior Lake
Come join us on this one mile walk as we create
awareness in our community about domestic violence,
then feel free to join in the Autumn Gathering hosted
by the City of Prior Lake Recreation Department
immediately following the walk.
Sponsored by the City of Prior Lake and Southern
Valley Alliance for Battered Women

building permit applications ensures that
homeowners will take their septic systems into consideration before building
something that may limit their future
options.
The compliance inspection provision was established in 1997 by Scott
County Commissioners in response to
state rule changes, which required that
counties begin an orderly process to replace failing septic systems. Scott
County conducted public hearings and
considered numerous other approaches,
including point of sale inspections (as
adopted by some other counties).
Commissioners rejected that approach for several reasons, but primarily because counties would only become aware of a title transfer when it is
recorded. By then, the sale has been finalized and new owners could be surprised that their septic system had to be

inspected and may need to be replaced.
The real estate industry has generally
adapted to this provision by working it
out with the buyer and seller during the
sale.
One common misunderstanding regards septic tank pumping. It is not a
compliance inspection when pumpers
inspect and pump your tank. Pumpers
only evaluate how the tank is functioning, not the overall system.
However, pumping records maintained by the County are very helpful in
demonstrating that homeowners are
making an effort to properly maintain
their septic system, and this does influence the decision on the need for a compliance inspection. The ordinance revisions recently adopted by the County
Board have provided staff with more
flexibility in determining when a compliance inspection should be conducted.

Hazardous chemicals should not
be flushed into septic systems
When you flush a hazardous chemical into an onsite septic system, the septic tank receives the wastewater… including the hazardous chemical. The
septic tanks separate the solids and scum
from the liquids, and stores the solids
and scum until they are decomposed by
naturally occurring anaerobic bacteria
(or removed by a licensed septic
pumper). The liquid, or “effluent,” containing hazardous chemicals moves
through the tank and is delivered to the
soil treatment system or drainfield.
The soil treatment system uses three
feet of naturally occurring aerobic bacteria in the unsaturated soil to treat the
sewage effluent before the effluent
reaches the seasonal high ground water
table. The bacteria in the soil treatment
system are not capable of treating hazardous chemical in the effluent. Chemi-

cals such as solvents, pesticides,
flammable chemicals, photo finishing chemicals,
paint, dry cleaning
chemicals, and
medicines can kill
the valuable bacteria needed to treat sewage and cause septic system failure.
These chemicals may flush through the
septic system and contaminate the
groundwater that is used for drinking
water.
Dispose of all solvents, paints, and
chemicals at the Scott County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility,
and make sure that floor drains from garages are not hooked to the septic system.
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News you
can use...
You’ve probably heard of it, and maybe even read
about it already, but we’re going to try and make the
Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (a.k.a., SCALE) a little more relevant to you
and your neighbors by bringing you SCALE “news
you can use” – updates on road projects, local events,
community developments and programs, and other
things you might want to know – such as how your tax
dollars are being put to use. After all, SCALE’s mission statement is pretty clear: “To forge new and innovative ways in which government entities can collaborate to provide outstanding service while making
the most of limited resources.” So watch this page for
current and future information from us and our many
SCALE partners!

Participants in last year’s Pow Wow included
Joanne Zacharias (left) of Shakopee and Natasha
Coursolle (right) of Prior Lake. Both are members
of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community.

From the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community:

Public Invited to Annual Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Wacipi (Pow Wow) Aug. 20-22
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Wacipi (Pow
Wow) will be held at the Pow Wow Grounds (the
SMSC reservation) on August 20, 21, and 22. SMSC
Vice Chair Glynn A. Crooks, Chair of the Pow Wow
Committee, said, “We invite the public to attend our
annual Pow Wow and see for themselves the beauty of
our culture. We have hosted this event for many years,
and are honored to welcome our guests, friends, and
relatives.”
Held outdoors in a traditional dance arena, the Pow
Wow will feature Native American vendors with arts,
crafts, beadwork, jewelry, quillwork, and Native
American foods for sale,
including
frybread,
wojapi (berry pudding),
wild rice, hominy soup,
buffalo burgers, Indian
tacos, and much more.
Grand Entries will be
held at 7 p.m. on Friday,
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and 1 p.m. on Sunday. Fireworks will be
held at 10 p.m. on Saturday, August 21 at the Pow
Wow Grounds, and an interdenominational church
service will be held on
Sunday, August 22 at 10
a.m. at nearby Tiowakan
Spiritual Center.
Even young children
Admission is $5 for
participate in the Pow
Wow. Gabrielle Stratton adults; elders ages 60 and
(above) is the daughter older and children 10 and
of Rebecca Crooks and under are free. Admission
includes commemorative
Dan Stratton.

Pow Wow button (good for three days and two free
catered meals and an informative Pow Wow program).
Parking is free. Buttons are available for purchase in
advance at the Mystic Lake Store at the Mall of
America, the Shakopee Dakota Convenience Stores,
Little Six Casino, and Mystic Lake Casino Hotel as
well as at the event itself.
For more information on the Wacipi, please call
(952) 445-8900 or go to www.shakopeedakota.org.
Information may also be found at www.facebook.com/
smscwacipi2010. The SMSC Pow Wow Grounds are
located at 3212 Dakotah Parkway, Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372.

New Shakopee Mdewakanton
enterprise to offer organic, natural
foods; community garden
The SMSC will open a Community-operated natural food store on November 1 on the reservation in the
building behind the Dakota Mall (next to South Metro
Federal Credit Union). “A natural foods store is perfectly in line with our philosophy of protecting and
preserving the environment for future generations. The
organic garden we started is another example of how
we are continuing to take care of the earth as Dakota
people,” said SMSC Chairman Stanley R. Crooks.
“By not using pesticides and other harmful chemicals,
we will not only grow healthy foods, but we will also
leave a legacy of a healthy planet for future generations.”
As part of the project, the SMSC will work to have
the building LEED-certified. The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System is a voluntary, consensus-based
national rating system for developing high-performance, sustainable buildings.
The new Community enterprise will focus on natural as well as locally-produced foods, offering meat,
breads, dairy, frozen foods, personal care items, freshly
prepared foods, and more. A bulk product section is
also planned.
Community member and Wellness Program Assistant Lori Watso, a former SMSC Secretary/Treasurer,
is spearheading the project. “We plan to focus on foods
which are grown locally and are natural or organic.
Clean foods, those produced without the use of chemicals or antibiotics, are much healthier not only for
people, but also for the earth,” said Lori. “Local foods
save on transportation costs, fuels, emissions, and all
that it takes to get it here. Foods that have travelled
long distances lose their freshness by being picked
early, and its nutritional value can also be compromised
by a long journey,” said Lori.
“Our goal is improved health,” she continued.
“This will definitely be a benefit for Community members, SMSC employees, and the larger community.”
Also underway is an organic garden, which was
planted for the first time this spring. In its first season,
the Mdewakanton Wozupi (garden) is being planted,
maintained, and harvested by volunteer Community
members and staff. Its bounty is being offered for
sale during a small Farmers’ Market on Friday mornings from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. outside the SMSC Community Center and Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 to 6:30
p.m. in the parking lot of the Dakotah! Ice Center..

From the Scott County Townships:

Townships remind residents
to repair or replace damaged
mailboxes, posts
Every winter, Scott County township officials receive complaints of snowplows damaging mailboxes.
Most often, the damage results from rusted mailboxes
and posts that do not stand up to heavy snow thrown
when plowing. If you have an old or damaged mailbox (or one supported by an illegal structure), now is
a good time to repair or replace it with a swing-away
mailbox designed to reduce or eliminate damage.
There are two mailbox post diagrams from which
to choose, one for roads of 40 mph or greater and an-

other for ones less than 40 mph. To review the appropriate diagrams of a standard swing-away type mailbox, please go to your township website or contact
your township clerk.
Just a few reminders:
• Rural mailboxes are to
be mounted and placed according to U.S. Postal Service and
federal highway placement standards.
• Mailboxes with damaged or worn latches should be
replaced. Wind and heavy snow
can cause a mailbox door to fall
open if the latch isn’t working
properly.
• Reflectors posted near mailboxes and driveways should be blue or clear, and posted at least 12
feet from the outside edge of the shoulder, and no more
than five feet above ground.
• Ornamental displays, chains, and decorations
should not be attached to mailboxes – they add weight
to the structure and do not leave adequate room for
maintenance and plowing.
Please call Gopher State One Call before you dig
at (651) 454-0002.

News From Shakopee:

Work progresses on Holmes
Street Pedestrian Bridge
Earlier this year,
the Historic Holmes
Street Pedestrian
Bridge in downtown
Shakopee closed to
all traffic to undergo
a
much-needed
facelift and rehabilitation. The bridge is
being restored to preserve its historical architecture, bring the
bridge up to current
design standards for
pedestrian bridges, add ADA compliant ramps, improve lighting, and enhance traffic flow for pedestrians and bicyclists. It also will provide pedestrian access between downtown Shakopee and natural resource
areas including the archery range and wildlife refuge.
The nearly $6 million project is being funded primarily by federal American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act dollars and supplemented with state funds. Once
the restoration is completed, ownership of the bridge
will transfer from the State to Scott County.
The Holmes Street Bridge was Shakopee’s gateway bridge between 1927 and 1993. Replacing the
Lewis Street Swing Bridge, the Holmes Street Bridge
entered the city from the north and provided the only
river crossing in the City for vehicles at the time. As
the area’s population and traffic increased, the adjacent Highway 101 Bridge and the new Bloomington
Ferry Bridge along Highway 169 were added. The
Holmes Street Bridge was closed to vehicles when the
Highway 101 Bridge opened in 1993.
The Minnesota Historical Society’s State Board
of Review’s nomination of the Holmes Street Bridge
to the National Register of Historic Place was accepted
in July. The bridge is unique because it is the last steel
deck-truss bridge in the state. On most truss bridges,
the trusses are located over the bridge; however, on
this design, the truss is beneath it. The bridge also boasts
architectural details like open-arched concrete piers,
recessed panels, ornate metal railing and historic staircases on the north end.
Walkers and bikers who have been watching the
work from trails along the river may think the bridge
looks worse now than it did when work started, but
that will be changing soon. Concrete work and painting will soon enhance the bridge’s appearance. Although the bridge was expected to reopen in early fall,
rainy weather and flooding have delayed the scheduled completion until December.
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Wanted
Volunteer 4-H leaders needed
Looking for outstanding youth leaders
Are you looking for ways to volunteer in your County? How about a chance
to meet new friends, and teach younger youth how to make positive choices? Join
the Scott County Youth Teaching Youth team! The “YTY” program trains 9th through
12th graders in the Jordan, Belle Plaine, Prior Lake/Savage, Shakopee, and New
Prague High Schools to teach elementary age students about a variety of life skills.
Some of the requirements of a YTY teen teacher are:
♦ Complete one 3-hour training for each topic session (out of school time);
♦ Teach three 1-hour series classes (in school time – the teens are picked up
in County vehicle and are excused from school);
♦ Remain tobacco-, alcohol-, and drug-free.
For more information about how to join, call the Extension Office and talk to
Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5388 or send an e-mail to her at dunc0088@umn.edu.
Watch for visits to your high school the first week of school. The “YTY” program
covers a lot of ground, and includes:

Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions

Last year, nearly 14,000 adult volunteers contributed more than 1.3 million hours of service (a value of $22
million!) to support the positive development of Minnesota’s youth. Minnesota 4-H could not operate without their
participation. Volunteers say they benefit from staying involved, too.
The Scott County 4-H Program is
looking for adult volunteers to help lead
the 4-H program. To be a 4-H volunteer, you need to be caring, dedicated,
and love working with kids. Volunteering in 4-H is based upon relationships
that are developed with caring adults.
Currently, the Scott County 4-H Program has over 90 outstanding volunteers
that help lead the program in the county.
These volunteers serve as club contact
leaders, project leaders, and adventure
leaders.

Almost everyone has a hobby, and
hopefully you would like to share your
hobby with the local youth in your area.
There are many different areas that you
can help volunteer in — aerospace,
shooting sports, quilting, foods, crafts,
dog, scrapbooking, robotics, horse, photography, wood working… the list goes
on and on.
The Scott County 4-H Program
would like help in leading project-based
workshops and events where kids can
explore the different project areas
through the expertise of volunteers in
their local area. If you think you would
like to be a part of one of the most promising and satisfying youth programs in
your area, then don’t hesitate to sign up
to be a 4-H volunteer. Call (952) 4925410 for more information and to sign
up today!

This series focuses on alcohol, tobacco, and the effects of advertising. It presents facts to help youth practice refusal and good decisionmaking skills, teaches
about peer pressure, and builds self-esteem. This program, taught to 4th and 5th
graders, is a one-hour lesson taught once a week for three weeks.

Talking with TJ
This program is presented to 2nd and 3rd graders. It focuses on working out
problems without violence, keeping anger under control, and respecting other
people’s points of view. This is a one-hour lesson that is taught once a week for
three weeks.

Character Counts
This program is presented to 2nd and 3rd graders. It focuses on developing
positive character using the “6 Pillars of Character Development.” This is a onehour lesson that is taught once a week for three weeks.

It’s Your Choice
It’s Your Choice is designed for 6th graders, and it is in a different format from
the others — lasting the whole year instead of just three visits by the teens. This
program focuses on issues for 6th graders, such as bullying, depression and stress,
alcohol and tobacco, decisionmaking, cliques, peer pressure, and many others.

2009-2010 Youth Teaching
Youth Teen Teachers
Have you been looking for a positive teen role model in your community?
Here’s a whole community of outstanding teenagers that have been visiting elementary students in Scott County and teaching them about saying no to peer pressure; the truth about alcohol, tobacco, and advertising; learning ways to solve conflict without fighting; and developing positive character. If you are a 9th through
12th grader in the Shakopee, New Prague, Belle Plaine, Jordan, or Prior Lake/
Savage schools and are interested in teaching elementary age students, please contact Sara Wagner at the Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.
Prior Lake/Savage
Teachers
Kaitlin Bembenek
Raymond Elderd
Neha Sinha
Kayla Koopman
Jessie Tremmel
Erin Randall
Jessica Bravo
Brianna Leibnitz
Leigh Braun
Shannon Tell
Rachel Funke
Sarah Condon
Ellie Ferdwsi
Sarah Tell
Bailey Hoffman
New Prague Teachers
Marenda Kouch
Rachel VonBank
Gabby Ryan
Kellie Bolhke
Tate Murchison
Joe Klehr
Patrick O’Dell
Mariah Malecha
Andrea Wick
Rena Weis
Shakopee Teachers
Shannon Bowerman
Jessica Algoo
Jasmine Mercado
Brooke Vierling

Kayla Perea
Nate Merkes
Sam Perea
Robyn Anderson
Courtney Cramblit
Amanda Abu-Salen
Tracy Bruels
Lina Libra
Taylor Fritchey
Himal Purani
Natalie Prak
Isis Rodriguez
Jennifer Kim
Kelly Theis
Jesse DuVall
Makayla Peterson
Nicole Mohrbacher
Vonnick Boyogueno
Cayla Simon
Marissa Klein
Kelly Clemens
Rachel Roemer
Jean Theis
Ashley Miller
Shelby Kessler
Milinis Johnson
Elizabeth Olsen
Amelia Hames
Jenna Algoo
Brittany Bonsante
Madeline Laux
Bluthie Dickens
Jenna Lee
Lucinda Akomeah

Shahkala Sandridge
Bruce Douglas
Allie Johnson
Sara Chmielewski
Meagan Spott
Jenny Phat
Tori Monnens
Kristen Adams
Darian Buel
Courtney Drill
Cassie Fennern
Corbin Walters
Samantha Horner
Jane Keohen
Alex Fernholz
Chelsea Vanloon
Sydney Walsh
Mike Rimnac
Hannah Tammen
Sam North
Emily Potter
Christina Bangar
Rebecca Kickert
Victoria Iverson
Christina Swanson
Kendra Koesters
Sierra Lobby
Alexandra Poland
Madison DeJarlais
Ashley Bohr
Kayla Gaebel
Emerald Peterson
Janet Tabakov
Kara Kranz

Horsing around
Over thirty 4-H horse project
participants came together on
Saturday, May 8th at the Scott County
Fairgrounds for a 4-H horse clinic.
This learning opportunity allowed the
4-H members in grades 3 – 12 to
develop better skills and obtain
knowledge in a variety of horserelated areas. Clinicians covered
numerous topics throughout the day
including: horsemanship, showmanship, gaming classes, and equine
first aid. Contact the Scott County
Extension office at (952) 492-5410 for
more information about 4-H.

See your potential with 4-H
Even with school just around the
corner, many parents are looking for fun
and exciting things to do with their
children’s free hours. This is why it is
so important to get your children involved in programming that will make
a lasting impact on their lives. The 4-H
Program offers kids an opportunity to
be involved in a community of young
people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life
skills. 4-H Youth Development is the
process of growing up and developing
one’s abilities in positive ways. Youth
development organizations exist to promote the positive, healthy development
of young people, and 4-H is the oldest
and largest publicly-funded youth development organization.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and —
most of all — have fun!
4-Hers do this in a number of ways.
First, they can start locally in a 4-H club.
Scott County offers 4-H clubs in all of
our communities. There, they can learn
about any topic in which they are interested. 4-Hers can then go on to partici-

pate in project days, camps, public
speaking contests, 4-H fairs, conferences
locally and nationally, and so much
more! Some youth participate through
afterschool programs or other adventure
opportunities. Each 4-H member defines their own 4-H experience, so the
possibilities are endless. 4-H membership is open to all youth, kindergarten
to age 19. 4-H is for all kids, whether
they live in cities, towns, or rural areas;
whatever their race, religion, or gender.
The Scott County 4-H program has over
350 members and 100 adult volunteers.
In the 4-H program, youth become
involved in the various project areas,
which could include photography, arts
and crafts, shooting sports, wildlife,
child development, clothing, shop, small
engines, computer, gardening, food and
nutrition, animal science, and much
more! 4-H Projects are fun, hands-on
learning activities that challenge youth
to explore different areas of interest.
To find out how to start or join a 4H club in your area or for additional programming opportunities, call the Scott
County Extension Office at (952) 4925410
or
e-mail
Abby
at
torg0016@umn.edu. Enrollments can
be taken all year round.
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Three Rivers Park District

Veterans’ SCENE

The Landing to host apple fest,
fair; Murphy Duathlon set

By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA announces change to medication
co-pays for some veterans
Veterans who generally have higher income and no service-connected disabilities — referred to as “Priority Groups 7 and 8” veterans -- will now pay an additional $1 for each 30-day supply of outpatient medications. As of July 1, the
increase to $9 from $8 is the first change in VA’s medication co-pay since Jan. 1,
2006.
“Because of the harsh economic reality facing many veterans, we delayed the
change,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “We’re now ensuring the veterans most in need of VA care are those least affected. Yet, even with
this increase, VA medication co-pays are lower than much of the private sector.”
This change does not impact veterans in “Priority Groups 2 through 6,” who
will continue to pay $8 for each 30-day supply of medications for their non-service-connected conditions (unless otherwise exempted). These veterans will also
continue to have their out-of-pocket expenses for VA outpatient medications capped
at $960 per calendar year. Veterans who have an injury or illness connected with
their military service resulting in a disability rated 50 percent or greater – who are
known as “Priority Group 1” veterans — are exempt from the co-pay.
VA generally sets its outpatient medication co-pay rate based upon a regulation that ties the rate to the Medical Consumer Price Index for prescription drugs.
For any questions about this or any other veterans’ benefits, please call our
office at (952) 496-8176.

Construction begins on new facility
at Minneapolis Veterans Home
Ground was recently broken at the Minneapolis Veterans Home for a new 100bed, skilled nursing facility. This building will replace Building 9, which was demolished in 2009 at the same location. Residents were moved from the building in
November 2007 after structural problems were discovered. Construction on the
new facility is scheduled to be complete by the spring of 2012. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs is funding 65 percent ($19.2 million) of the project. The
state portion is 35 percent, or $10.1 million, and was appropriated in the 2008
Capital Investment bill.
The new facility is based on the state-of-the-art community or neighborhood
person-centered care concept. In addition to single occupancy rooms with private
bathrooms, the décor will be designed to bring in the look and feel of home. There
will also be a central town center that incorporates nostalgic features like a coffee
shop, beauty parlor, barbershop, theater and museum.
“The Minneapolis Veterans Home has made tremendous progress since early
2008, and this project is yet another example of our forward momentum. We are
looking forward to using this new facility to continue to provide high quality care
for our nation’s heroes,” said Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs Commissioner Michael Pugliese.
In an effort to preserve some of the historical elements from the old structure,
a number of original features and décor were preserved and will be incorporated
and displayed in the new building, including the cornerstone, dated at the start of
construction from the original building November 11, 1934.

CAP Agency earns additional
funding for weatherization
Last fall, the CAP Agency received
approximately $700,000 in funding
through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to provide
weatherization services in Scott and
Carver Counties. Due to the efforts of
local subcontractors and staff, the CAP
Agency has been designated as a “highperforming agency,” which has qualified
them to receive an additional allocation
of $650,000 from the Performance Fund
to weatherize an additional 100 homes.
As a result, they are taking applications
from homeowners in Scott and Carver
Counties to participate in the program.
Homeowners can apply by calling
(952) 402-9874 and providing their
name, address, and utility company. The
program does have income qualifications which require the homeowner to
meet the guidelines for energy assistance. Once a homeowner is approved,
a home energy audit will be scheduled.
After the audit, staff will enter the results in a special software program that
calculates a savings-investment ratio for
various weatherization solutions. All
improvements must meet a minimum
ten-year payback. After this analysis,
the CAP Agency schedules the work
with local contractors. Typical improve-

ments include insulation and air sealing,
with an average home receiving $6,000
in improvements. All improvements are
paid with funding from the ARRA.
Maximum Eligible Income for
Program, October 1, 2009 to
September 30, 2010
Program eligibility is based upon
200 percent of Federal Poverty Income
Guidelines. Income is determined by
using the past three months of household income prior to signing the application and/or last year’s federal tax
forms for self-employment income for
making eligibility determinations.
Household
Size
Annual Three month
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

$21,695
$29,140
$36,620
$44,100
$51,580
$59,060
$66,540
$74,020

$5,423
$7,285
$9,155
$11,025
$12,895
$14,765
$16,635
$18,505

For each additional household member, add $7,480 to annual income and
$1,870 to three-month income.

August 15, 22, 29 – Sundays, Noon 5 p.m.
Summer Weekdays – Monday –
Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
$3 Tour Days
Join a guided tour, entering through
the Visitor Center (Main Entrance).
Walking distance is one mile, round
trip. Sunday tours: 1 and 3 p.m.
Weekday tours: 11 a.m., 1 and 3 p.m.
Cost: $3, ages 2 and up; children
under 2 admitted free. Ages: All.
August 14, 21, 28 – Saturdays, 10
a.m. - 5 p.m.
Summer Saturdays
Experience the excitement and
challenges of life along the Minnesota
River in the 1800s. Meet residents of
Eagle Creek and the frontier; help
them with their daily chores, attend
school, and participate in 1800s-era
craft demonstrations. Play games and
enjoy a ride on a trolley pulled by
Percheron draft horses. Many
buildings open for touring. Gift shop
open. Food available for purchase
most Saturdays. Cost: $5, ages 18-64;
$3, ages 2-17 and seniors. Children
under 2 admitted free. Ages: All.
September 4 – Saturday, 10 a.m.-5
p.m.
September 5 – Sunday, Noon-5 p.m.
September 6 – Monday, 10 a.m.-5
p.m.

Photo courtesy of Three Rivers Park District

A student receives instructions from
her teacher during “One Room
Schoolhouse” Days at The Landing.

Eagle Creek Fair
Celebrate a successful summer with
the farmers and townsfolk of Eagle
Creek. Enjoy a ride on a trolley pulled
by Percheron draft horses. Play games,
tour craft and farm exhibits. Visit with
soldiers from the 5th Minnesota
infantry, and watch 1860s “base ball”
match (Sept. 6 only). Gift shop open
and food available for purchase. Cost:
$5, ages 18-64; $3, ages 2-17 and
seniors. Children under 2 admitted
free. Ages: All.
September 25 – Saturday,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Apple Fest
Discover the story of apples in
Minnesota. Hear how the first
pioneers established a winter-hardy
apple and turned them into a major
horticultural crop. Apples will be
cooked, dried, canned, jellied, and
cidered during this day’s activities.
Nineteenth Century apple recipes will
be provided for your enjoyment. Cost:
$5, ages 18-64; $3, ages 2-17 and
seniors. Children under 2 admitted
free. Ages: All.

Upcoming programs at MurphyHanrehan Park Reserve, Savage
August 18 – Wednesday,
#32373500-02
6:30-8 p.m.
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint
Series
Mountain bike on one of the Twin
Cities’ most challenging single-track
courses. Series of three 10-mile time
trials. Time-trial format; awards and
door prizes each week. Registration
5:30 p.m.; start 6:30 p.m. Helmets
required. Co-sponsored by Freewheel
Bike. Cost: $10, pre-registration; $15,
“day-of” registration. Ages: 14 and up.

August 28 – Saturday, #32373504
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Murphy Duathlon
Join Freewheel Bike and Three Rivers
Park District for Murphy Duathlon!
Race on one of the Twin Cities’ most
challenging courses. Begin and end
with a three-mile run through thick
stands of oak forest on shaded turf
trails. Between runs, sprint your bike
down 10 miles of winding single track
through wooded hills and wetlands.
Murphy Kids’ Duathlon immediately
following the race start. Each adult
registration includes three entries into
Murphy Kids’ Duathlon. Cost: $30,
pre-registration; $40, “day-of”
registration. Ages: 14 and up.
September and October “Autumn
Hiking Adventures” at Cleary Lake
Through October 31
8 a.m.-8 p.m.
39th Annual Autumn Hiking
Adventures
Celebrate Minnesota’s glorious
autumn and enjoy the fall colors with
family and friends. Hike any four of
11 designated trails to become eligible
to purchase this year’s medallion and
be entered in a drawing for a beautiful
5”x7” photo of an idyllic park
landmark. Complete eight or more
trails to be entered in a drawing for
one of three 8-1/2” x 11” photos.
Stamped verification cards must be
turned in by Nov. 10. Hiking
verification cards and maps are
available at Three Rivers’ visitor and
nature centers. You may also want to
check at the nature centers for autumn
color updates. Check out the cell
phone stop at trailheads for
information. This is a free program
open to all ages. Join the generations
of park visitors that have made this an
annual success!
Hike the 1.3-mile lighted Creek Trail
at Cleary Lake Regional Park, starting
at the visitor center – and other trails
throughout Three Rivers Park District.
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Historical SCENE

Great Scott! Exhibit focuses on mysteries
A mystery is defined as a profound, inexplicable,
or secretive quality that baffles or perplexes. While
the definition is seemingly negative, most people are
fascinated by mysteries. We all want to know the who,
what, where, and why odd and sometimes gruesome
things occur. This article explores one of Shakopee’s
most notorious unsolved mysteries. Other mysteries
from around the county can be explored in the Scott
County Historical Society’s newest exhibit Great Scott!
Mysteries of Scott County, now open through December.

Terrible Triple Tragedy!
A true tale of a murder in Scott County.
The Shakopee Courier reported on December 19,
1890 that “Mr. John Spearman was found dead in his
chair, and subsequently the bodies of his wife and
grandson horribly mutilated and chopped with an ax.”
The drama then proceeded to unfold…
“There was an unusual quietness about the premises, on the hill on the south end of Lewis Street.
Finding the stock tied up in their stalls without fodder,
neighbors called upon Sheriff Weiland. After peering
into the place he summoned Coroner Hirsher, who arrived on the scene with Shakopee’s Chief of Police
Rose and others. To their horror they discovered in an
adjoining room the body of Mrs. Spearman on the floor

The triple murder occurred on the south end of
Lewis Street, just up the street from this scene on
the corner of Lewis Street and Second Avenue.

between the stove and the wall, her head cut and battered in, and the boy upstairs in bed killed, his head
beaten and swollen. It was evident there had been a
struggle and a fight from the way things were tumbled
up. As for John Spearman, nothing was discovered
about his dress that indicated a conflict or quarrel; in
fact he seemed to be attired in a clean shirt with no
mark of blood about him.
The coroner concluded that the three persons were
shot to death. He thought that John Spearman was
probably killed first while warming himself at the
kitchen stove, the bullet entering the back of the head,
causing instant death and accounts for his remaining
position in the chair. An open pocketbook was by his
side. The woman was also shot in the head and the
boy also had two shots in him.
As you can imagine, this event was the talk of the
town, people from far and wide came to discuss the
particulars of the event.”
The exact date of this atrocity came into question.
The family had apparently been dead for some time
before being discovered and the Courier ran this report the week following their discovery. “Some of the
adjoining did not see him [John Spearman] on his usual
daily trip to the river watering his cow, but as he sometimes drove her down Holmes Street and others on
Lewis, his absence was not particularly wondered at.
Besides, he was known to go to Minneapolis occasionally…” A certificate of deposit in the amount of
$2,600 was found in the family’s house by the coroner, who believed they were robbed and killed for that
money. However, it is unclear if the perpetrators got
anything besides the small contents of an everyday
pocketbook.
“The Shakopee murder, according to all appearances, is shrouded in mystery. It has been alleged by
the people of Shakopee that the victim’s son was intoxicated on the day of the funeral and behaved
strangely. Suspicion has been cast upon the son of the
murdered man, who lives in Minneapolis, and it has
been said that he is under surveillance of the Pinkerton
detectives. If such is the case, however, the object of
the suspicion is, if guilty, a very nervy man, and if
innocent a wronged one.”

Scott County Sheriff Weiland, pictured here with
his bounty after a hunting trip, was the first to
investigate the triple murder.

Three weeks after news of the bodies broke the
Shakopee Courier printed the verdict of the coroner’s
jury on January 9, 1891. It stated, in part, “we
would…have done all in our power to discover the
perpetrators of this foul deed, but have been unable to
find a clue. While we are aware that it is possible to
have this triple murder committed in our midst and
the perpetrators escape detection, we think this fact
should cause the public deep anxiety for their personal
safety; and cause the officers and good people not only
of the community but all parts of this state where there
is any probability of discovering the criminals, to
keenly watch and closely scrutinize every fact and circumstances within their knowledge, report and compare the same with the evidence taken before us, to the
end that sooner or later, justice may overtake the person or persons who committed one of the most heinous crimes of which man is capable; and we still hope
that in this way a clue may yet be found.”
The mystery of who killed the Spearmans was
never solved.

Historical Society plans tours, exhibits, and 1940s Hangar Dance
“GREAT SCOTT! Mysteries of
Scott County” Exhibit — Runs through
December 24, 2010. Through stories,
photographs, artifacts,
and
h a n d s - o n
interactives, we
delve into the
questions
of
where Dan Patch
is buried, why
holes were being
dug on a farm in Belle Plaine during the
1950s, whether an earthquake struck
New Prague in 1860, and just how many
ghosts, goblins, and other spooky folks
are roaming around the County!
History Hunt Geocaching -- Spend
some time this summer as a “History
Hunter” in Scott County. Join in the
search; information available on the
SCHS website (www.scottcounty
history.org).
Behind the Scenes Tour, Tuesday,
August 17 and Tuesday, September 14
at 7:00 p.m.
Explore the
nooks and
crannies of
the SCHS.
Focusing on
how the Society’s collection, find out
how they organize and store all the
“stuff” of history. See the museum’s
non-public spaces, including the 2nd floor
of the Stans House. Register through
Prior Lake/Savage Community Ed (fee:
$8, $5 for SCHS members) or call (952)
445-0378..

Pond Mission Event, Sunday, August 22, 12:30 – 3 p.m. Step back into
history at the Pond Mission Site just east
of Shakopee, and enjoy a costumed presentation and displays on local history.
Free! Food and beverages will be available for purchase.
SCHS Booth at Heimatfest in Jordan, September 11. Try your luck at the
“History Wheel”!
SCHS Booth at Dozinky Days in
New Prague, September 18. Try your
luck at the “History Wheel”!
“Heroes Among Us: Scott County
World War II Veterans” Exhibit opens
September 23 at 6:30 p.m. Listen to the
stories told by WWII veterans, gain an
understanding of the experiences these
young men and women endured during
a pivotal period in our country’s history.
The exhibit is based on oral histories collected by county residents since 2006.
Watch for opening night information.

“1940s Hangar Dance,” Saturday,
September 25, 5:30 – 10:00 p.m. at the
Flying Cloud Airport. Roseville Big
Band, dinner, dinner show, live auction,
costume contest, WWII plane and much
more. Tickets, $45 each. For more information and tickets, please contact the
SCHS at (952) 445-0378 or

Kids Kraft, Saturday, September 25.
Kids Kraft returns for another year of
great reading and crafts. Grab the kids
and head to the Stans Museum for some
Saturday morning family fun, including
a rousing good story and craft, 10:30 –
11:15 a.m. Free, but registration is required. Call (952) 445-0378 to register.

Become a Member!
Membership benefits include:
Free admission to the museum, research
library, and select programs; your contribution is 100 percent tax deductible;
free Quarterly Connections newsletter;
10 percent discount on copies and museum store purchases; special invitations
to special events, exhibit openings, and
lectures; and your preservation support
of Scott County history!

ONGOING!
All Things Minnesota Book Club
– meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at
SCHS.
August: Little by
David Treuer
September:
Book Thief by Markus Zusak (a popular teen fiction book)

Correction

info@scottcountyhistory.org. This event
is a fundraiser for SCHS.

Scott County Crazy Quilters —
Crochet/Knitters Welcome Too! Return
to SCHS on September 23! Meets the
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. Bring your needles, yarn, fabric
and trim for a fun evening of needlecraft.
Beginners through masters – and all
handicrafters – are welcome!
*** Check us out on Facebook at
Scott County Historical Museum, and
follow us on twitter at ScottCountyHist
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical Society. Fees may be charged for some
events. Call (952) 445-0378 or e-mail
info@scottcountyhistory.org for more
information.

A sharp-eyed and historically correct
SCENE reader contacted the Scott
County Historical Society after seeing
the above photo of the Agricultural
Society building in the June/July
issue. The printed caption read, “A
new Scott County Agricultural
Society building was constructed by
the Mini-Met Baseball Park in Jordan
in 1913. It was used to display
exhibits during the annual Scott
County Fair.” While the photo shows
the Ag Society building, it was not
constructed in Jordan. The photo
shows the Scott County Agricultural
Society
building
that
was
constructed in Shakopee by
Riverside Park c1912. It later became
the Rivera Nightclub and was
destroyed by fire in 1952.
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12th Annual Scott County City to Country Tour set
The University of Minnesota Extension – Scott
County is proud to announce that the 12th annual Scott
County City to Country Tour will be held on Saturday, September 25, from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. This year’s
sites will be focusing on the New Prague area of Scott
County. Our host sites for 2010 include:

• Prairie Haven Sheep Farm – owned by
Norm and Lori Pint
• Bartens Pumpkins – owned by Fran Barten
and Family
• Glisczinski Dairy Farm – owned by Ken and
Linda Glisczinski and Family
The Scott County City to Country Tour is a driveit-yourself tour. The purpose of the event is to demonstrate the importance of agriculture and the rural
character of Scott County. Last year, 350 people attended the tour. Each site leaves a positive, lasting
impression on visitors about agriculture in Scott County
and Minnesota through demonstrations, hands-on activities, and educational displays.
All visitors will need to purchase a pass to participate in the tour.
The pass will
cost $10 per vehicle, and can be
purchased in advance at the University of Minnesota Extension – Scott County (located on the Scott
County Fairgrounds in Jordan). Passes can also be
purchased at any site on the day of the tour. For more
information or to inquire about group pricing, please
call the Extension office at (952) 492-5410.
For this tour to be successful, we need financial
support and sponsorship from area businesses and individuals to help cover some of the expenses of the
event. Financial contributions help offset costs incurred
for publicity and advertising, signage, educational activities and crafts, as well as required facilities at each
site. As of August 4, our sponsors include Prairie Farm
Supply, Ruehling Milk Transfer, Inc., Scott-LeSueur
County American Dairy Association, Scott-LeSueur
County Corn and Soybean Growers Association,
AgStar Financial Services, Lion’s Tap, Scott County
Farm Bureau, Scott County Pheasants Forever #125,
and Scott County Dairy Herd Improvement Association. For more information — or if your business is
interested in supporting the tour — please feel free to
call Laura Kieser, Agriculture Extension Educator, at
(952) 492-5410. We look forward to seeing you this
fall!

are housed in a
compost barn —
allowing the cows
to choose where
they lie down and
provides ample
space to socialize
and relax. To feed
the cows, they
farm more than 350 acres of grow corn, alfalfa, grass
hay, oats, and soybeans. Be sure to get your free milk
shake at the farm! Dairy princesses will be there to
greet you and talk about the wonderful benefits of dairy
products, and a food stand will be operated by the Helena Helpers 4-H Club.

Pumpkins, pumpkins everywhere! The Barten
Pumpkin Farm harvests more than 10,000
pumpkins each fall. Learn how the Barten family
plants, tends to, and harvests all those pumpkins.

Barten Pumpkin Farm
5716 280th Street W, New Prague

Visit lambs born this spring at Prairie Haven Sheep
Farm during the City to Country Tour.

Prairie Haven Sheep Farm
6525 270th Street W, New Prague
Norm and Lori Pint are the fourth generation of
their family to farm their land, which was first homesteaded in 1862. Norm and Lori currently live on 20
acres and raise Polypay sheep. Prairie Haven Farm
began with the goal to be as sustainable as possible.
They sell lambs for meat as well as breeding stock for
other’s to start their own flocks. Lambs are born at
Prairie Haven farm in April and May. They typically
have a 200 percent lamb crop, meaning that the ewes
typically have twins or triplet lambs. (Polypays are a
breed that is known for ease of lambing and multiple
births.) At this tour site, you will also see demonstrations and presentations relating to horses, poultry, alpacas, and gardening as well as sheep shearing, wool
spinning, and knitting. There will be cooked lamb
available to sample and frozen lamb products to purchase, and a food stand hosted by the Scott County
4-H Horse project.

Experience seven acres of pumpkins, gourds,
squash, broom corn, and more! Learn how we plant,
weed, and harvest 10,000 pumpkins (all displayed in
our yard)… and have fun doing it. See Shitake mushrooms growing on logs in our back yard; visit our family garden and apple orchard; and learn about our organic methods (for example, we use a rain barrel to
save water). Mr. Ruhland, a beekeeper, will be on
hand to answer questions about his bees pollinating
our pumpkin blossoms, and teach you about honey
production. A free pumpkin and free pumpkin bowling will be available for City to Country Tour
participants. Bring your camera! Our family is excited
to have you come and visit. Trained Master Gardeners with University of Minnesota Extension will be on
site to help answer questions, give tours, and help kids
with a hands-on craft project.

Glisczinski Dairy Farm
1385 245th Street W, New Prague
Ken and Linda Glisczinski have been farming
together since they were married in 1984. Over time,
their farm has changed and grown as well as their family. Today, they have three children (Scott, Liz, and
Sara) who help on the farm along with many other
family members and friends. The Glisczinskis milk
140 Holstein cows in a “swing parlor” set up. (Wondering what a swing parlor is? You’ll have to come
out to see!) Just one of their cows will produce more
than eight gallons of milk each day! There will be
milking demonstrations at noon and 3 p.m. The cows
at the Gliscinski farm are very comfortable, as they

The Glisczinskis milk 140 Holstein cows in a
“swing parlor” set up. Find out how it works during
the Scott County City to Country Tour set for
Saturday, September 25.

