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Planning for trails underway
Transportation, recreation corridors to be reviewed
In recent years, Scott County has made investments
in developing a park system that will serve residents today and in the future. But parks are not the only focus of
the Scott County Parks and Trails program: The recently
adopted Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update
promotes a more balanced focus on both parks and trails.
To help achieve this balance, Scott County is embarking
on new efforts to plan and ultimately build a comprehensive recreation and transportation trail system.

Garden bounty
Master Gardeners are offering
programs to help improve production
and preserve food for winter.
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Annual City to Country
tour set for Sept. 26
Check out agricultural production in
Scott County by touring a dairy farm,
home brewery, and garden store.
Page 16

Check it out!

A planning study is underway to identify alignment
alternatives for a future regional trail that will
someday connect Murphy-Hanrehan, Cleary Lake
(above), Doyle-Kennefick, and Cedar Lake Farm
regional parks.

system, including land acquisition, trail dedication
through land development, temporary trail routes, and
road reconstruction projects.
In order to be ready for future trail development
opportunities, more detailed studies for each trail alignment are needed today. The first study is being completed as part of the Detailed Area Planning (DAP) for
TRAILS to Page 14

Some novel H1N1 flu cases identified in
Scott County; tips offered for protection
Novel H1N1 (referred to as “swine flu” early on) is
a new influenza virus causing illness in humans. This
new virus was first detected in people in the United States
in April 2009. Other countries, including Mexico and
Canada, have reported people sick with this new virus.
By June 11, the World Health Organization signaled that
a global H1N1 influenza was underway. This virus is
spreading from person-to-person, probably in much the
same way that regular seasonal influenza viruses spread.
Minnesota hospitalizations for novel H1N1 influenza
peaked during mid- to late June and have decreased over
the past several weeks, suggesting that the virus is waning at this time. The Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) is currently testing only hospitalized patients with
influenza-like illness or in “special clusters” of disease.
Thus far, the metro area has represented 80 to 85 percent
of the cases in Minnesota.
A limited number of cases have been identified in

Scott County. Thus far, most cases have been mild and
resemble seasonal influenza. There have been no special investigations of disease clusters. An updated case
count of confirmed novel H1N1 flu infections in Minnesota is kept at http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/
idepc/diseases/flu/h1n1/index.html.
This virus was originally referred to as “swine flu”
because laboratory testing showed that many of the genes
in this new virus were very similar to influenza viruses
that normally occur in pigs in North America. However,
further study has shown that this new virus is very different from what normally circulates in North American pigs.
The symptoms of novel H1N1 flu virus in people
are similar to the symptoms of seasonal flu and include
fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body
aches, headache, chills, and fatigue. A significant numNOVEL H1N1 FLU to Page 10
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The Federal government is offering tax
incentives to increase energy efficiency
in your home.
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Regional Trails
As one of ten park implementing agencies for the
Twin Cities area, Scott County is responsible for planning and building natural resource-based parks and trails
that connect to the rest of the regional system. Regional
trails provide connections to regional parks — or serve
as destinations themselves. Regional trails are intended
to serve residents of the entire metropolitan area, but surveys show the majority of users tend to live within three
miles of the trail. Currently, one partially completed regional trail exists in Scott County, generally following
County Roads 21 and 82 in Prior Lake and County Road
79 in Shakopee.
The 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update identified a
number of search areas for future regional trails. It will
take decades and a variety of methods to complete this

A glorious fair weekend
Ideal weather and plenty of attractions helped bring in an estimated crowd of 25,000-35,000 for the Scott
County Fair held July 22-26. Above, left, young Mia Haefner of Shakopee and her parents checked out a
cow in the cattle barn. The Scott County Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol (above, right) opened the Draft Horse
Show with a procession of flags highlighting the participants from throughout North America.
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Commissioners’ Corner

Shelton named county administrator
On Tuesday, July 28, Gary L. Shelton – who has been serving as Interim
Administrator since January – officially became Scott County’s fifth County
Administrator. Echoing comments made by his colleagues on the Scott
County Board, Chair Jon Ulrich stated, “I’m just so pleased that Gary has
accepted this position. He has a record of accomplishment that is simply
outstanding. He is a visionary, a leader, a communicator, and a facilitator.
Gary will chart us very well on the future course we will be traveling.”

Top of the SCENE
By Gary Shelton
Scott County Administrator

Politics is the art of compromise
In March, I wrote my first “Top of the SCENE” column making a number of
observations regarding the partnership between counties and the state, noting that
this partnership was essential to the delivery of many vital public services to Minnesotans. I also observed that revenue shortfalls at both levels would likely have a
direct impact on the quality of these shared services, the timetable for the delivery
of the shared services, and the number of Minnesotans receiving shared services.
And finally, I opined that it was important for the Legislature to consider how
proposed cuts would impact Minnesotans, and to recognize that this system of
shared services must be protected — particularly as rebuilding the system later
will cost more and provide less.
Unfortunately, for all Minnesotans, May in St. Paul brought little good news
— virtually nothing of substance was accomplished. The Legislature passed a
series of budget (revenue and spending) bills that, had they all been enacted, would
have been in balance; however, many of the bills featuring tax increases were
certain to draw a veto from the Governor. And they did. But while Governor
Pawlenty quickly vetoed the revenue (tax) bills, he surprised everyone when he
elected to sign the spending bills, thus rendering the budget unbalanced. And most
of you know the rest of the story: the Governor then invoked an emergency measure referred to as “unallotment” to bring the state’s revenues and expenditures
into balance.
And thus began the annual process of finger-pointing and post-session bickering, all to convince the public that the other side was to blame. But the truth is as
simple as it is painful.
The truth? It really doesn’t matter whom you blame. Every Minnesotan will
eventually pay the price for the inability of state officials to actually govern –
which, by my definition, requires squarely facing and resolving issues in a manner
that is honest, respectful, and transparent. The continual “spin” from both sides of
the political aisle has become less and less respectful, and if there ever was any
transparency, it certainly doesn’t seem to exist today. And Minnesota’s budget has
been falsely balanced through accounting gimmicks, cost shifts, and one-time
monies that absolutely ensure bad future outcomes – primarily ongoing fiscal instability. By any measure, Minnesota is not and has not been doing very well for
some time. And the failure of the state to address our underlying and long-term
imbalance now warrants that Minnesota may have a deficit that could reach $6 to
$7 billion (including inflation) for the 2012/2014 budget biennium. That’s billion… with a capital B.
My belief is that the purpose of government — at every level — is to maintain
order (loosely defined by public safety and security, public health, and the social
safety net) and to improve the quality of living within our communities (loosely
defined by education, transportation, libraries, parks, and our environment). The
challenge put to government is in how we prioritize and provide balance without
overburdening taxpayers.
The rub, so to speak, seldom surrounds the more basic of our needs like safety
and security, but the more humanistic of our needs which encompass the social
safety net and quality of life issues. Few seem to disagree that society has an
obligation to care for those who are truly unable to care for themselves. However,
many believe government (through entitlements) has gone well beyond its role.
The question regarding the proper role of government is as old as government
itself, and in absolute terms, is quite unanswerable. Of course, this fact doesn’t
stop people from asserting, with grand authority, that they alone know it. But we
simply cannot afford to remain so entrenched and passionate in uncompromising,
unwavering, unequivocal, and ideological positions that we forget what “good
governing” is. And more often than not, it is achieved through the art of compromise.
The Irish political theorist and philosopher Edmund Burke seemed to be onto
something when he stated, “All government, indeed every human benefit and enjoyment, every virtue, and every prudent act, is founded on compromise and barter.” And, while I applaud the passion of many of those involved, I would close by
paraphrasing a thought from Benjamin Franklin: “When passion governs, she rarely
governs wisely.”
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The Scott County Board meets at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays (except if indicated
above) at the Government Center in Shakopee. The Board proceedings are rebroadcast on your local government access cable channels. Please refer to your
weekly newspapers for broadcast dates and times. If you wish to obtain a copy of
the Board meeting in VHS or DVD format, please call the Scott County Administration office at (952) 496-8100; there will be a slight charge. You may also view
the County Board meetings live or “on demand” via the Scott County website
(check “view County Board meeting). Additionally, Board agenda, meeting minutes, and “Board Brief” summaries are available on the County’s website at
www.co.scott.mn.us, or by calling Deb Brazil at (952) 496-8601.

Citizen Committee Vacancies
The Scott County Board of Commissioners is looking for interested citizens to
serve on the following advisory committees. Members of advisory committees are
provided with a per diem and mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving on one of these committees,
contact Deb Brazil at dbrazil@co.scott.mn.us or (952) 496-8601.
Community Health Advisory Committee (several vacancies) – The Community Health Advisory Committee, a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council, is comprised completely of at-large members. Currently, there are
several openings on this Committee; residents of Commissioner District 1 and
high school students are particularly encouraged to apply. The Committee helps
with planning and community integration of public health services and makes policy
and budget recommendations to the Board of Commissioners. The Committee
meets four times per year.
Extension Committee (1 vacancy) – Currently, there is one vacancy in Commissioner District 5. In partnership with the University of Minnesota, the Extension Committee assists in formulating programs, establishing budgets, and selecting and evaluating professional staff to improve the quality of life and enhance the
economy and environment through education, applied research, and the resources
of the University of Minnesota. The Committee meets four times per year on
Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m.
Human Services Resource Council (3 vacancies). The Resource Council
consists of three representatives from each Commissioner District. There are currently three vacancies on the Council, with openings in Commissioner Districts 1,
4, and 5. Members serve two-year terms, and are eligible to serve three terms. The
Resource Council participates in the formation of the strategic plan for the development, implementation, and operation of programs and services; makes recommendations concerning the annual budget of the Community Services Division;
develops and recommends human services programs, needs, priorities, goals, and
objectives to the County Board; and receives, reviews, and comments on special
interest group and community at-large input regarding Human Services plans, programs, services, and performance. Professional providers and consumers of Human Services programs are encouraged to apply. The committee meets quarterly,
on the third Monday at 7 p.m.
New Options Advisory Committee (4 vacancies). The New Options Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Human Services Resource Council. Currently, there are four vacancies on this Committee representing the business community and families of clients utilizing the New Options Program. This Committee provides oversight for program planning and represents the individuals served
by the program, the employers, applicable professions, and the community at large.
The Committee meets four times per year on Monday evenings.
Commissioner Districts:
• District 1 (Commissioner Joe Wagner) – Jackson, Louisville, St. Lawrence,
Sand Creek, Blakeley, Belle Plaine, and Helena Townships; and the Cities of
Jordan, Belle Plaine, and the portion of New Prague within Scott County.
• District 2 (Commissioner Tom Wolf) – Spring Lake, Credit River, Cedar
Lake, and New Market Townships; the City of Elko New Market; and precincts
6 and 8 in the City of Savage.
• District 3 (Commissioner Jerry Hennen) – The City of Shakopee, precincts
1-6, 8, and 10.
• District 4 (Commissioner Barbara Marschall) – The City of Prior Lake,
and City of Shakopee precincts 7, 9, 11, and 12.
• District 5 (Commissioner Jon Ulrich) – The City of Savage, except
precincts 6 and 8.
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Summer bus
shuttles end soon,
but others continue
County CDA receives regional housing award
On July 7, the Scott County Board was pleased to acknowledge the Scott County Community
Development Authority’s recent receipt of the North Central Regional Council of NAHRO’s Community
Development Award (CDA) for the Glendale Place Exchange project in Savage. L-R: Commissioner
Tom Wolf, Commissioner Barbara Marschall, Scott County CDA Executive Director Bill Jaffa,
Commissioner Jon Ulrich, CDA Commissioner and Savage City Councilor Jane Victorey, Commissioner
Joe Wagner, CDA Commissioner Marjorie Henderson, Commissioner Jerry Hennen, and CDA
Commissioner Patti Sotis.

The summer is wrapping up, and so are the
Valleyfair and Prior Lake shuttles. The ridership numbers have been amazing – the merged Scott/Carver
Transit system transported a lot of people this summer. Please think of us for other transportation needs.
This autumn, the Dial-A-Rides and the Shakopee
circulators will continue as usual. For information on
where these services go and how you can catch one of
those buses, call our Customer Service Agents at (952)
496-8341. And don’t forget about the BlueXpress,
the commuter service! To find out where you can go
on the BlueXpress, call (952) 496-8800.

County seeks to expand local food system
Fall is harvest time on Scott County’s farms, and
the months of hard work are reflected in the overflowing bins of grain, corn, and beans. It’s a time when
local residents can enjoy the fruits of farm labor,
whether it’s picking apples in a nearby orchard, buying pumpkins and gourds from a countryside stand, or
purchasing a gallon of milk from a local dairy farm.
It’s a time when residents are participating – many
unknowingly -- in the County’s local food system.
Counties across the nation are starting to reconsider the importance of local food systems. Increasing energy and transportation costs, growing concerns
about the safety of the nation’s food processing chain,
and rising public health efforts to tackle obesity and
heart disease (resulting from poor diet habits) have all
contributed to a greater focus on local and healthy food
systems. The National Association of Counties (NACo)
responded to this trend a few years ago when it released a report on how county governments can support their local food systems. According to this report, “local food systems” are composed of all the individuals, businesses, and services that go into producing the food that is grown and raised in the region.
This includes planting, raising, harvesting, storing,
transporting, processing, packaging, marketing, and
retailing of food.
Local food systems have garnered the attention of
planners in recent years because of a system’s dual
payoff. First, it supports healthy communities by increasing the amount of fresh food available to community stores, farmers’ markets, low income food programs, roadside stands, restaurants, and institutions.
Second, it fosters local economic development opportunities by linking growers and buyers and retaining
local jobs.
“We heard a lot about local foods and organic farming during the final adoption phase of the County’s
2030 Comprehensive Plan,” said Planning Manager
Brad Davis. “This topic has become a growing issue
in rural planning because it ties together so many issues, from farmland preservation to healthy eating,
from environmental stewardship to keeping jobs in
your community.”
Local food producers and organizations – such as
the Local Harvest Alliance – pushed for more attention on the topic in the County’s long-range planning
document. As a result, the plan included a policy that
positions the County as a convener and promoter of a
locally-based food production system by “…preserving small-lot farms for fruits and vegetable production; supporting public institutions in purchasing food
grown within the County; assisting in improving connections between local food producers and consumers; and assisting local governments in developing strategies that will promote a locally-based food system.”
This summer, the Scott County Planning Department received assistance to explore local food system
planning in more depth from research completed by
the University of Minnesota. This research, resulting
in a report titled “A Guide to Local Food System Planning for Scott County, Minnesota,” was supported by
a grant from the U of M’s Community Growth Options program, with funding from the McKnight Foundation. The following is a summary of the report’s key
findings.
Local Food Production
According to the 2007 U.S. Agriculture Census,
there are 22 farms in the County that sell goods and
produce directly to consumers or buyers. When com-

“farm-to-hospital” programs that emphasize the important role institutional food purchasing can play in
the local food system. Farmers markets and community gardens are also discussed as places for food purchasers to interact with local producers.

pared with the total market value of all agricultural
products sold, local food sales makes up 2.3 percent
of the County’s overall market value -- a higher proportion than other counties in the metro area.

Nationwide, counties will continue to be engaged
as conveners of local food system planning as the topic
spans across multiple functions, from land use and
zoning and public health to regional economic development and programs focused on environmental
sustainability.
“This information in the University’s report, along
with the NACo study, serves as a good starting point
as the County and local farming interests continue to
explore ways to promote and strengthen Scott County’s
local food system,” said Davis.
To read the entire “Guide to Local Food Planning
for Scott County” or NACo’s “Counties and Local
Food Systems” report, you can visit the Scott County
website at www.co.scott.mn.us. Under the “Property,
GIS & Land” tab, select “2030 Comp Plan,” then select “Natural Areas/Farmland Preservation.”

Local Food Distribution and Processing
There is very little infrastructure in place today to
process and distribute locally grown foods. There are
eight food product wholesalers or distributors located
in the County, but they primarily operate as snack vendors or beverage distributors for national food products. There are 11 food processors in the County, but
only a handful process produce grown in the region
such as meat markets, grain malting, and winemaking.
Food Acquisition and Retail
Local residents can access food (not just local, but
all food) at 70 food retailers or grocery stores, 14
“chain” restaurants, 27 “stand-alone” restaurants, 29
convenience stores, and seasonal farmers markets and
stands in most of the County’s cities.

Local Farmers’ Markets

Perspectives from Cooperative Grocery Stores
Cooperative grocery stores in the Twin Cities area
promote local food systems by supporting local producers, grocers, and restaurants. Co-ops operate on a
customer-owner model, where members buy a share
of the store in exchange for added discounts. Co-ops
typically buy from local farmers or wholesale distributors. The report summarizes the results of a short questionnaire provided to local co-ops in the region (Minneapolis, St Paul, and Northfield). Among the findings: A few co-ops are purchasing Scott County produce (dairy products and salsa); products in high demand include locally grown berries, organic beef, and
greenhouse vegetables.

Belle Plaine -- Wednesdays through October,
4 to 7 p.m. Located outside on the grounds of
the Hooper-Bowlers-Hillstrom Historical House
(adjacent to North Park).

Perspectives from Local Restaurants
A handful of “stand-alone” restaurants around the
County were contacted to learn about their interest in
using and purchasing local foods. The restaurants that
responded indicated an interest in purchasing more
local food if the product was cost-effective, easier to
order, and in a steady, dependable supply.

Prior Lake -- Saturdays until November, 8 a.m.
to noon, located on Main Avenue between
Highway 13 and Duluth Avenue.

Connecting Producers and Buyers
The report highlights a variety of programs and
approaches to connecting local food producers to food
buyers. These programs include “farm-to-school” and

Jordan -- Saturdays through Oct. 31, 9 a.m. to
noon. Located in the parking lot of the old St.
John’s Catholic School on Highways 282 and
21.
New Prague -- Saturdays through October,
9 a.m. to noon; Wednesdays, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Located in the parking lot of Community
Baptist Church at 500 County Road 37.

Shakopee -- Thursdays from noon to 5:30 p.m.
Located in the parking lot of the Shakopee
American Legion, Highway 101 and Marschall
Road.
Savage -- Sundays through Oct. 18, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Located at 123rd Street and Highway 13.
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EmergenSCENE
By Chris Weldon
Scott County Emergency Manager

Disaster preparedness for businesses
The recent economic problems we have been facing, both locally and nationally, have affected almost all residents of Scott County in one way or another. Our
communities all need businesses, small and large, to be successful; the ripple effect of business owners is far reaching. We rely on them for employment, to
purchase and supply goods and services, and their donations to non-profit groups
in the community. They provide benefits we don’t always realize or fully appreciate. As a former volunteer firefighter, I know that many first responder organizations have received donations from local business in many forms. I, and many
others, sincerely appreciate this generosity and thank these businesses for their
help with the purchase of equipment and supplies.
But despite the grim economic times, business owners also need to consider
the possible dangers of disasters such as power outages, fires, weather incidents,
and others that can cause significant short and long term effects, particularly if
there’s no preparedness plan in place. Could it happen to you and your business?
According to the website www.Ready.gov, the instances of disaster declarations in
the 1990s doubled from the previous decade. It can happen in any community, at
any time, and preparations completed now can help in the future.
There are resources available to businesses, both large and small, that can help
by providing checklists or “items to consider” when looking at disaster preparedness. Here are a few of the issues to consider when planning for the impact of a
disaster on your business.
First, you should take into consideration the hazards (both human-made and
natural) that you think might affect you. For example, most emergency planning in
Minnesota does not include hurricane preparedness, but it does include other weather
events such as high winds, flooding, and ice storms. Human-caused incidents such
as power outages or hazardous materials accidents could also occur.
The next step would be to ask yourself how you would mitigate and respond
to the hazards you have identified. Questions to ask when working on your plan
may include, “Do we have a method for warning employees or customers of incidents such as bad weather? What if a hazardous materials incident impacts us? Do
we have adequate shelter? Do employees know what to do or where to go if bad
weather such as a tornado occurs in our area? If a hazardous materials incident
would take place, can we notify our employees and customers to evacuate or shelter in place?”
Communication is a very important piece of emergency preparedness planning. Items to consider using when communicating with staff prior to or during a
disaster include call trees, e-mail, cell phones, or two-way radios. Whatever method
you choose, exercise these methods before a disaster takes place.
Another step will include thinking about and putting steps in place for continuity of operations. Looking at your business functions to determine what you
absolutely need to do to keep your business operating is critical. Making payroll,
paying creditors, and putting procedures in place for succession of management
staff are only a few of the functions that need to be considered.
Have you considered your business records and are they protected? Some
tips from FEMA to reduce your vulnerability: Determine which records, files, and
materials are most important; consider their vulnerability to damage during different types of disasters (such as floods, power outages, tornados); and take steps to
protect them, including the following:
♦ Raising computers above the flood level and moving them away from
large windows.
♦ Moving heavy and fragile objects to low shelves.
♦ Storing vital documents (plans, legal papers, et cetera) in a secure, offsite location.
♦ Regularly backing up vital electronic files (such as billing and payroll
records and customer lists) and storing backup copies in a secure off-site location.
♦ Securing equipment that could move or fall.
Another item for all businesses is insurance coverage. FEMA recommends
that you make sure you are aware of the details of your flood insurance and other
hazard insurance policies, specifically which items and contents are covered and
under what conditions. For example, if you have a home business, you may need
two flood insurance policies, a home policy and a separate business policy (depending on the percentage of the total square footage of your house that is devoted
to business use). Check with your insurance agent if you have questions about any
of your policies.
You may also want to consider maintaining written and photographic inventories of all important materials and equipment. The inventory should be stored
in a safety deposit box or other secure location.
What about supplies you might want to keep on hand? It’s always a good idea
to have some bottled water available, and perhaps some non-perishable food, firstaid supplies, flashlights and extra batteries, a battery-operated radio, or any other
item unique to your situation. You are in the position to know what might be needed
and the size and location of your business operation will also of course need to be
taken into consideration. For example, if you have a number of employees, you
may simply not have the ability to store enough water for everyone.
This type of preparedness, mitigation, and response planning is very helpful in
protecting your business investment. It could make the difference in maintaining
your customers, retaining your employees, and reducing future losses from floods,
tornadoes, and other disasters. For additional information, the following websites
contain some great tips, and you can always call Scott County Emergency Management at (952) 496-8181.
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/howto/index.shtm
http://www.ready.gov/business/index.html
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Meth Task Force wants
donation of your time
The Scott County Meth Task
Force wants you! Wait… that
sounded too ominous. What the Task
Force really wants is your time.
Here’s why.
For the third consecutive year, the
Scott County Meth Task Force will
be hosting its most significant
fundraiser of the season: the “Tee It
Up For The Task Force” golf
fundraiser. (And do watch for upcoming notices on this event, which is
open to the public at Stonebrooke
Golf Course.) One special feature of
the day’s event is a live auction, in
which attendees bid on cool stuff.
This year, though, the Task Force
is looking for some new donations…
the donation of time. Do you have a
talent, a special skill, or just some
good old fashioned hard work to
give? For example, could you donate
your time towards…

•
•
•
•
•

Painting a room?
Two hours of landscaping?
Providing a personal chef party?
Detailing a car?
Instructing an hour or two of inhome yoga services?
• Providing a month of dance

classes?
• Guiding a boat cruise around one
of the County’s wonderful lakes?
• An evening of personal chauffer
services in a cool vintage car?
• Providing a four-hour fishing
trip?
• Customizing song lyrics?
• Professionally grooming a cat or
dog?
• A 90-minute massage?
• … the possibilities are endless!
Everyone has something they do
well; why not donate a little bit of
that skill to the Task Force? From
lawn care to interior decorating, from
personal shopping to electrical wiring, if you contribute the gift of your
time, the Task Force can continue
bringing educational programming
such as “Shattered,” sponsoring antidrug outreach activities in schools,
and making sure that the message is
clear: Choose Life, Not Meth.
Interested? Curious? Please contact Selina Kolsrud at (952) 496-8244
for more information. Just want to
know more about the Scott County
Meth Task Force?
Visit
www.chooselifenotmeth.com.

Road Construction Update
Scott County is committed to preserving, maintaining, and improving our
County highway infrastructure – and to
this end, the 2009 road construction season is well underway!
This season, there will be new surfaces (“overlays”) on the following highways:
• County Highway (CH) 8 –
Three miles between CH 15 and Trunk
Highway (TH) 13 in Helena, Sand
Creek, Cedar Lake, and Spring Lake
Townships.
• CH 27 – 4.1 miles between
230th Street East and CH 68 in New
Market and Credit River Townships.
• CH 78 – 1.7 miles between TH
169 and CH 15 in Louisville and Jackson Townships.
• CH 101 – 3.5 miles between
Sarazin Street and 70th Street in the City
of Shakopee. (This project will also include replacing a box culvert at the Prior
Lake/Dean Lake outlet and replacing the
traffic signal at Valley Park Drive.)
CH 2 in Elko New Market was recently re-opened to traffic. This project
began in August 2008, and consisted of
constructing one lane of traffic in each
direction and a continuous left turn lane
through the City. This was a joint project
with the City of Elko New Market.
CH 86 (between TH 19 and CH 27
in Cedar Lake and New Market Townships and Wheatland and Webster Townships in Rice County) is joint project
with MnDOT, Rice County, and Scott
County. This project will include phased
work through the summer of 2010. CH
86 was closed the week of July 6 for
Phase I work, which includes constructing a roundabout at the intersection of
TH 19/CH 86/CH 23; replacing two
bridges; and reconstructing Scott CH 23,
Rice CH 96, and the western portion of
Scott CH 86. Traffic will be detoured
during this construction season via CH
23, CH 2, and CH 27.
A new alignment project between

CH 42 and Southbridge Parkway in
the Cities of Prior Lake and Shakopee
is expected to begin in September. This
project will complete CH 21 on new
alignment from its existing terminus
with CH 42 to the intersection of CH 18
and Southbridge Parkway. Clearing operations through this corridor started in
April and was completed in early July.
Earthwork — including roadbed construction and excavation of storm water
ponds — will begin in late September
and continue until freeze up. When completed in late 2011, the final road configuration will include a four-lane divided roadway including turn lanes at
major intersections, a new intersection
at CH 18 and Southbridge Parkway, a
transit advantage ramp from Stagecoach
Road to TH 169, and a transit park &
ride facility at the intersection of CH 21
and CH 16. There should be little to no
impact to drivers during the 2009 and
2010 construction seasons, as the majority of the work will be on the new
alignment. (There will be some traffic
impacts during the 2011 construction
season when the intersection work will
be completed.)
A project on CH 83 between CH
42 and CH 16 in the Cities of Prior Lake
and Shakopee is anticipated to begin
mid-August. This project will reconstruct CH 83 from a two-lane to a fourlane roadway. Staging is planned to allow for construction to occur with the
roadway open to traffic at all times. The
two northbound lanes will be constructed in 2010, and the two southbound
lanes will be constructed in 2011. This
project is a joint effort among Scott
County, the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Dakota Community, the City of
Shakopee, and the City of Prior Lake.
We apologize in advance for the inconvenience many of these projects
cause, and we appreciate your patience.
If you have any questions regarding the
County highway system, check out our
website at www.co. scott.mn.us or call
(952) 496-8346.
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Federal tax credits
available for improving
home energy efficiencies
If you’ve been hearing ads on the
radio saying something about credits to
upgrade eligible energy efficient windows, you’ve heard correctly. “The
American Recovery and Re-investment
Tax Act of 2009” extends and modifies
the tax credits for windows, doors, and
skylights originally established in the energy policy act of 2005.
The credit applies to energy efficiency improvements in the building
envelope of existing homes and for the
purchase of high-efficiency heating,
cooling, and water heating equipment.
Specific technologies of building envelope improvements include insulation
materials, exterior doors and windows
(including skylights), pigmented metal
roofs designed to reduce heat gain, and
asphalt roofs with appropriate cooling
granules.
Some examples of heating, cooling,
and water heating equipment include
water heaters, furnaces, boilers, heat
pumps (geothermal heat pumps and
small wind turbines are under another
rebate program, called the “residential
renewable energy tax credit”), air con-

ditioners, building insulation, windows,
doors, roofs, circulation fans used in a
qualifying furnace, and biomass stoves
that use qualified fuel.
Equipment must be new and in compliance with all applicable performance
and safety standards as described in tax
code (this expires December 31, 2010).
Efficiency improvements or equipment
must serve a dwelling in the United
States that is owned and used by the taxpayer as a primary residence. The maximum amount of homeowner credit for
all improvements combined is $1500 for
equipment purchased during the twoyear period of 2009 and 2010. For more
information, check out the Database of
State Incentives for Renewables and
Efficiency at www.DSIREUSA.ORG as
well as www.energystar.gov (at the bottom, click on “tax credits for energy efficiency”).
This article should be used as guidance and is not intended as legal advice; you should consult a tax professional with specific questions.

Children need new habits to
combat childhood obesity
What’s making American kids so
fat? Some blame processed foods, while
others implicate fast-food restaurants,
lack of exercise, or poor parental eating
habits. But a few recent studies seem to
suggest that the childhood obesity epidemic may be more complicated than
initially thought.
The New York Times recently reported that among kids under 13, burgers
and fries are losing popularity, while
healthier foods like yogurt, soup and
chicken are in growing in attractiveness.
(While pizza, burgers, fries, and kids’
meals are still the most popular items
ordered by children, healthier items are
gaining ground.) This trend confirms
what children’s health researchers have
stated for years: If you offer more healthful food, kids will eat it.
However, another study suggested
that parental eating habits actually have
little to do with kids’ food choices. And
according to a recent study by the Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, availability of a fast-food restaurant near a person’s home doesn’t
have much bearing on whether a child
is obese either. (And get this: Those same
Purdue researchers found that living near
a gym or health club was actually associated with weight gain in over 50 percent of those studied.)
So what should we take from these
seemingly contradicting and confusing
findings? Certainly, any one of these
factors might not explain childhood obesity on its own, but they may explain
more in light of their interactions with
each other (and other variables, such as

genetics). For example, it’s not totally
unimaginable that a child who is genetically predisposed to obesity might also
live near a fast-food restaurant and watch
his dad eat greasy hamburgers three
times a week.
An in-depth study that deciphers
which factors matter most — and how
they interact — is a very tall order. Studies such as these take a long time, not to
mention resources and research power
to boot. However, in the meantime, there
are things we can all do. Offer your children healthy foods and snacks whenever
possible. Urge them toward active play
routines, including riding bikes, swimming, or playing physically active games
rather than simply enjoying a day filled
with video games. And be stubborn,
because we do have our work cut out
for us: According to CNN, a recent study
found that whether it’s milk, carrots, or
apple juice, kids ages three to five think
food just tastes better when wrapped in
a paper from a fast-food restaurant. That
means that we will have to work to get
our children to reach for a healthy snack.
Rest assured, however — the results will
be worth the effort!
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Healthy SCENE
By Jennifer Deschaine
Community Health Director

Mobile health clinic services to be offered
Scott County has been given a unique opportunity to partner with the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC) to provide a mobile health clinic to the
uninsured and underinsured individuals and families throughout Scott County. Scott
County Public Health will have access to the SMSC health clinic and their technical staff (at no cost to the County) to provide mobile health clinic services at various sites in Scott County beginning in October 2009. Dr. Michael Wilcox, Scott
County Medical Director, and the Public Health staff will provide health screening
and assessments to individuals and families needing access to health care. The
goal is to provide access to needed services and referrals to a “medical home.”
County staff, non-profit agencies, the Minnesota Department of Health, church
communities, and hospitals and clinics in the County have also offered to assist
with supportive services as an adjunct to the mobile health clinic. This truly is a
collaborative effort.
With collaborative resources to support a mobile health clinic in Scott County,
we will improve the health outcomes of the uninsured, underinsured, and at-risk
vulnerable populations in Scott County. The mission of this Mobile Health Clinic
partnership is to provide access to health and dental care, health education, and
outreach for services to residents of Scott County of all ages, cultures, ethnic groups,
and spoken languages.
Access to health care is a major problem facing vulnerable populations, especially uninsured, underinsured, and underserved families and individuals. In 2007,
approximately seven percent of the population in Scott County was uninsured.
Since the economic downturn, however, this percentage is quite likely much higher.
Compounding the problem, access to health care can be limited due to a lack of
public funding or a third-party payer source. Eligibility criteria for public assistance programs and inability to afford health insurance have created barriers for
some individuals to have access to health care. Other barriers include mobility,
language differences, or a lack of understanding on how to access services. This
has resulted in some families and individuals not receiving needed health or dental
care, or subsequently needing to use hospital emergency room services inappropriately.
The health care system in Scott County is comprised of several providers that
serves most of the Scott County residents. In Scott County, there are 13 health care
clinics, two hospitals (Saint Francis Medical Center in Shakopee and Queen of
Peace in New Prague), 24 dental clinics, and 15 pharmacies. St. Mary’s clinic
utilizes volunteer physicians and staff to provide free clinic services in Scott County
two to three days a week in Shakopee. A not-for- profit collaborative, River Valley
Nursing Center, provides public health screening and referral services to uninsured
individuals on Monday afternoons at the Workforce Development Center. The
Children’s Dental Clinic, also located at the Workforce Development Center, provides low cost and sliding fee services to children and pregnant teens on public
assistance (or without dental coverage) on a monthly basis. Currently, the city of
Jordan does not have a health care clinic or a pharmacy. All clinic services are in
fixed locations and require some type of transportation. In fact, adequate transportation has been identified as a major barrier for accessing health care according to
Community Health Assessment focus groups held by Public Health staff in 2007
and 2008.
The fact that there are approximately 8,540 uninsured individuals in Scott
County (according to the Minnesota Department of Health, 2007) — and that only
67 percent of children between the age of birth and 21 years of age on public
health care programs access health care — creates a need for services that are
accessible and can provide a connection to a health care home and other available
services and resources.
The initial mobile clinics will be held in Shakopee, Savage, and Jordan. Public health staff is currently working with community partners to utilize their parking lots and buildings to set up the mobile clinic. The SMSC paramedic drivers
will drive the vehicle to the various designated locations. Other cities will be
added over time.
There will be “open houses” scheduled in September, so watch your local
papers and the Scott County website for dates and times. This is an exciting, unique
opportunity and partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
and our other community partners to promote improved health and prevent diseases!

Editorial Policy
The purpose of this publication is to provide the public with
information about Scott County government and the
opportunities it offers its citizens. We encourage you to contact
Lisa Kohner, Scott County Public Affairs Coordinator, at 952496-8780 or lkohner@co.scott.mn.us if you have questions or
a suggestion for a future topic.

Photo courtesy of Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Through a unique partnership with the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community and Scott County Public Health, the tribe’s mobile health clinic
will be available free of charge beginning in October to provide health care
services to the underinsured and uninsured around Scott County. Initially, it
will be parked in church parking lots in Jordan, Shakopee, and Savage.
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Environmental SCENE
By Allen Frechette
Environmental Health Manager

Looking for better ways to dispose waste
We’re over halfway there.
Thirty years ago, Minnesota began to address the growing size of landfills…
and their associated contamination and waste of natural resources. Together, we’ve
achieved a lot since then. As a state, we now process for energy, compost, or
recycle over 60 percent of the municipal solid waste generated here. A great start.
But despite these positive numbers, this means that we are still landfilling a lot
of waste – over 2 million tons annually.
Recognizing the implications that global climate change will have on the
economy, environment, and quality of life in Minnesota, Governor Tim Pawlenty
signed into law the “2007 Next Generation Energy Act.” The law specifies the
development of a comprehensive plan to reduce Minnesota’s emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG). To achieve this goal, the Act called for the formation of the
Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group (MCCAG) to prepare a Climate Mitigation Action Plan for presentation to the Governor and the Legislature last February.
This 56-member group, representing a vast range of public/private-sector organizations and citizen interests, used a stakeholder-based/consensus-building process to develop state-level policy recommendations for reducing or sequestering
greenhouse gas emissions. One of the stakeholder groups addressed waste management. The conclusion of their process identified 15 strategies to be considered
to reduce greenhouse gases related to waste management. Four groups (called
“centroids”) have been formed to develop preferred approaches to be considered
by the more populated areas within Minnesota. Scott County is part of the metro
centroid. (The other centroids include the cities of St. Cloud, Rochester, Duluth,
and their respective neighboring more populated counties.) Though this approach
doesn’t include all 87 of Minnesota counties, it does encompass the source of the
bulk of the waste generating areas in the state.
The Solid Waste Stakeholder Group came up with the following recommendations related to waste management to reduce greenhouse gas emissions:
1. Aggressive source reduction targets;
2. Consultation with Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff on
measurement options for source reduction;
3. Increased or mandatory public education about all waste management
methods on the solid waste management hierarchy and their associated GHG impacts;
4. At least one proposed implementation plan should meet MCCAG diversion targets of 3 percent per capita source reduction, 60 percent recycling, and 15
percent organics recovery;
5. Mandatory MSW (municipal solid waste) recycling at commercial and
industrial facilities;
6. Fresh evaluation of alternative post-collection waste processing options;
7. Exploration of creative financing and funding mechanisms;
8. Consideration of competing goals and other environmental impacts of strategy suggestions (e.g., toxicity reduction);
9. Mandatory landfill gas-to-energy recovery at all landfills in the centroid;
10. Unit-based pricing for trash service;
11. Identification of regulatory barriers/limitations that would be beneficial to
change;
12. Identification of market barriers and opportunities;
13. Identification of potential implementation partners;
14. Identification of opportunities (or barriers) to optimize existing systems;
15. Identification of opportunities to pilot strategies.
What will this mean for Scott County residents and businesses? The Scott
County Solid Waste Advisory Committee — made up of representatives from each
city, area solid waste haulers, facilities, and citizens — will be working with County
staff to figure all of this out and recommend amendments to the Board for the
County’s Solid Waste Management Master Plan in the months to come. The Plan
must be completed by December 2010.
The private sector is poised to build new solid waste processing facilities, but
cannot compete with the current cheaper cost of landfills. This seems like the
same problem facing the alternative energy industry that is ready and eager to
build new energy generating facilities that do not depend on fossil fuels. However,
until the true cost to society for fossil fuels is reflected in the market price, more
environmentally-friendly — but costlier — alternatives will have a hard time competing.
Minnesota’s Waste Management Act, passed in 1990, established additional
taxes on waste that resulted in increased costs for landfilling waste. This cost was
passed on to business and residential generators. This action went a long way
toward encouraging the private sector to build better waste management systems.
However, one problem with the waste tax is that 80 percent of the revenue collected was simply rolled into the state’s general fund and not appropriated for the
purposes it was established. Despite this, the counties — working with the private
waste industry — have achieved astounding success in the past 20 years. If we can
do the same with greenhouse gas reduction, we can achieve the goals we need to
protect the planet from runaway global warming.

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us

HHW programs help
reduce greenhouse gases
We’re all familiar with the connections between solid waste management,
waste reduction, recycling, and landfill
avoidance as having a beneficial impact
on greenhouse gas reductions, but what
about HHW programs? In fact, all
County Solid Waste programs, including Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
collection, play a role in reducing greenhouse gases. The U.S. EPA noted that
“… Reduction and recycling of HHW
conserves resources and energy that
would be expended in the production of
more products. Proper disposal prevents
pollution that could endanger human
health and the environment.”
One method of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions is to reduce our energy
demand — and this includes conversion
to more energy-efficient appliances and
lighting. Indeed, our HHW Facilities are
receiving more e-waste and flourescent
lamps. The MPCA noted that: “Using
energy-efficient fluorescent light bulbs
makes good sense…but because they
contain mercury, fluorescent bulbs of all
shapes and sizes (compact fluorescents,
fluorescent tubes, and high-intensity discharge bulbs used for exterior lighting)
from households must be recycled to
avoid polluting the environment and
posing a health threat.”
HHW Facilities help the environment in two very important ways. First,
they provide environmentally safer management of household generated hazardous wastes. And second, they enable the
proper recycling of a number of waste
materials which reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. According to the EPA, the
average household generates about 100
pounds of such hazardous waste annually.
Two of the major wastes collected
include waste motor oil and latex paint.
The following are data from the Scott
County HHW Facility from 2008:
Waste
Used motor oil
Latex paint

or using the oil for combustion fuel.
Of course, distance and demand also
factor into this equation. Until the time
that society places a “true cost” value
on carbon emissions, it just makes sense
to consider maximizing reuse and recycling rather than disposal or combustion… especially when the cost differential isn’t that great.
Scott County has the largest HHW
RE-use room in Minnesota (and possibly in the Midwest). We check and sort
thousands of pounds of products every
year to place into our RE-use room for
people to take home and use for free.
We also started setting aside products
used by our Public Works shop -- such
as antifreeze, lubricants, solvents, and
automobile fluids – saving the County
the cost of purchasing these materials.
We’ve also assembled computer systems
and components from the County as they
were retired from use and provided these
functional computers and monitors to the
public, area schools, and National Guard
families. This not only saves the County
the cost for disposal, it reduces the greenhouse gases associated with the disposal
and manufacture of this equipment. In
total, we re-use over 10 percent of the
material that we accept at the HHW Facility.
Scott County also selects vendors
who were chosen by the MPCA to ensure that they are properly managing the
waste we must ship away. One of those
vendors, Asset Recovery, recycles the
computers and other electronic items
entirely within the United States and
Canada. They have been nationally recognized as one of the most environmentally responsible recyclers of this type
of electronic waste. Last year, Asset recycled over 62,000 pounds of e-waste
from Scott County residents.
Soon, we will be accepting even
more items at the HHW Facility, so

Collected and Recycled
5,752 gallons
4,460 gallons

C02 emissions avoided*
135,000 lbs.**
570,000 lbs***

*There is not yet an accepted formula or methodology for calculating the
amount of CO2 avoided for all types of material recycling.
**Factors only the reduction of CO2 as compared to virgin oil, but does not
include the emissions saved through the avoidance of extraction, refining, and
transportation from virgin oil.
Sources: U.S. EPA
*** http://www.oregonmetro.gov/files/living/metropaint_greenbuilding.pdf
Maximizing the amount of waste
that is screened and placed for exchange
provides for maximum reduction of energy consumed compared to producing
new similar materials and management
of the received materials as waste. Likewise, choosing between vendors to manage the waste that we can’t put out for
exchange is also a factor. For example,
paint that is reformulated and reused —
and used oil that is re-refined for lubrication — conserves more energy than
combusting this material in cement kilns

please watch for future notices. One
item we will take now is used bicycles –
they will go to a shop in St. Paul that
repairs and recycles bicycles and gives
them away to needy people. See http:/
/mmrbstore.com for more information.
If you have a bicycle you would like to
donate, whether it needs some repair or
not, you can drop it off for free at our
HHW Facility.
Last year, we literally turned 53,000
pounds of somebody’s trash into someone else’s treasure!

Public shooting offered at
Regional Training Facility
The SCALE Public Safety Regional Training
Facility – located at 17706 Valley View Drive in
Jordan – will once again offer open public rifle/
shotgun sight-in during various weekends in
October. Interested? Check the SCALE RTF
website at www.co.scott.mn.us/rtf

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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SWCD News

Riparian forest buffers protect streams, preserve habitat
A riparian forest buffer is an area of trees and
shrubs located next to streams, lakes, ponds, or wetlands that help stabilize the soil along the water body,
create shade for fish and other aquatic organisms, and
provide important wildlife habitat.
The Scott Watershed Management Organization
(WMO), in cooperation with the Scott Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), is currently
providing cost-share funding for landowners who wish
to establish or renovate a riparian buffer along their
streams, lakes, ponds, or wetlands.
“Riparian forest buffers can intercept sediment,
nutrients, pesticides, and other materials in surface
runoff,” explained Katundra Shears, NRCS District
Conservationist in Jordan. “They also reduce nutrients
and other pollutants in shallow subsurface water flow.”
By design, riparian buffers are made of woody
vegetation (trees and shrubs) that provide food and
cover for wildlife, lower water temperatures by shading the water, and slow out-of-bank flood flows.
These buffers generally have three zones – the one
closest to the water (Zone 1) includes trees and shrubs,
followed by the second zone (Zone 2) with fast-growing introduced or native species, and the third (Zone
3) comprised of herbaceous or grass filter strips. Each
plays an important role in protecting the stream, pond,
or lake, with the woody roots increasing resistance of
streambanks and shorelines to erosion caused by high
water flows or waves.
Zone 1: Trees and shrubs primarily, closest to the
water. Provides wildlife habitat and cover, litter fall
for aquatic organisms, and large wood to shade the
water and lower water temperatures.
Zone 2: Fast-growing managed forest made up
of introduced or native species, products can be used
for timber, wood fiber and horticultural products.
Zone 3: Generally includes herbaceous plants or
grass and a diversion or terrace.
Overall, buffers are located along or around permanent or intermittent streams, lakes, ponds, wetlands,
or seeps. Many of these areas feature year-round or
seasonal moisture, which allows woody species to establish quickly. A new riparian forest buffer can be
established rapidly, benefiting a variety of settings
(cropland, rangeland, forest land, and urban areas).

A riparian forest buffer includes Zone 1 (see above illustration), which is the area closest to the stream
or waterbody, and Zone 2, which is the area adjacent to and up gradient of Zone 1. Trees and shrubs in
Zone 1 provide important wildlife habitat, litter fall for aquatic organisms, and large wood that can fall
in the stream or waterbody, creating shade and thereby lowering water temperatures. This zone helps
stabilize banks and shores. Trees in Zone 2, along with Zone 1, intercept sediment, nutrients, pesticides,
and other pollutants in surface and subsurface water flows. A third zone, Zone 3, is established with
plants or grass and a diversion of terrace, if needed. It provide a “first line of defense” against pollution
entering the water body.

Cost-Share Funding
The Scott WMO allows up to 75 percent cost-share
funding on stream buffers greater than five acres, and
a potential tax credit exists for projects over 20 acres.
Projects may be for either new establishment or renovation, and the practice must remain in place for a
minimum of 10 years. Adjacent land owners may combine parcels to reach the five-acre minimum to qualify
for cost-share assistance. Technical assistance may be
available for projects smaller than five acres, even
though cost-share assistance is not available to cover
construction costs.

Operation and
Maintenance of Buffers
With riparian forest buffers, it’s important to replace dead and dying wood species in newly established plantings. As time goes by, trees and shrubs can
become crowded, slowing their growth – as well as

the growth, survival, and composition of “understory”
species. Also as the buffer matures, periodic harvesting of some of the overstory trees and shrubs becomes
important in maintaining plant health and buffer function. Some of the older dead or dying trees within the
buffer area can serve as nesting cavities for terrestrial
organisms as well as a source of large woody debris
for aquatic systems.
In addition, noxious weeds and invasive species
must be controlled through the life of the 10-year contract. Landowners with CRP must check with Farm
Service Agency (952-492-6671) for spot treatment
authorization during the primary nesting season for
wildlife. Haying and grazing of the riparian buffer is
not allowed, and livestock must be excluded. Vegetation removal is limited in the shore impact zone; contact Scott County Planning at (952) 496-8475 for more
information. For a complete listing of requirements
and restrictions, as well as information about the program, please contact the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at (952) 492-5425.

Agencies work together to monitor wells
Since 1944, the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) has managed
a statewide network of groundwater
level observation wells (obwells). This
program is called the Ground Water
Level Monitoring Program, overseen by
the DNR Waters Division. In Minnesota,
about 750 obwells are being checked
through this network. The water quality
technician staff from the Scott SWCD
helps collect this data at seven wells every month.
The Scott SWCD also partners with
the Lower Minnesota River Watershed
District (LMRWD) for obwell monitoring. Eighteen wells are monitored in the
Savage Fen, a rare wetland complex at
the base of the north-facing bluffs in the
Minnesota River Valley, which is the
largest calcareous fen of its kind in Minnesota. A “fen” is a plant community of
wet seepage sites that have an internal
flow of groundwater rich in calcium and
magnesium bicarbonates and sulfates.
These conditions result in the creation
of a thick peat base that supports unique
plant life. More than 200 various plant
species have been found in the Savage
Fen – orchids, gentians, sedges, and
grasses.
The data from these recordings are
then used to assess groundwater resources, determine long-term trends, and
interpret the impacts of pumping, and
climate. The readings also help DNR and
SWCD staff plan for water conservation,
evaluate water conflicts, and manage the
water resources in the County. Findings
for the DNR wells are reported to the

to human activities. For instance, the
wells in the Savage Fen were installed
by DNR to monitor development effects
and water usage from the City of Savage on water level in the fen.
The wells in Scott County vary
greatly in depth. Some wells (like in the
Savage Fen) are pressurized, and the
water levels are actually a couple feet
above ground level. However, some are
about 130 feet deep.
For more information on the Ground
Water Level Monitoring Program, contact Jaime Rockney, Water Quality Technician, at the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District in Jordan at (952) 4925418 or send an e-mail to
jrockney@co.scott.mn.us. You may also
visit www.watershedistrict.org.

Jaime Rockney, Water Quality
Technician with the Scott SWCD,
measures and records the depth of
more than 20 wells in Scott County
each month in a cooperative effort
with the Department of Natural
Resources and LMRWD. Above, she
is checking one of the pressurized
wells in the Savage Fen.

DNR Waters Division and are available
online for public viewing at
www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters. Findings
for the Savage Fen wells are located
online at http://climate.umn.edu/
ground_water_level_LMRWD/.
New and historic water level readings are analyzed for impacts of specific
events and for trends in aquifer response

Plans underway for
feedlot registration
In the coming months, County and
state feedlot program staff will be busy
contacting feedlot owners about updating their registrations. Most of the feedlots required to be registered -- those
with 10 or more animal units -- must update their registration information by
January 1, 2010. The information includes location, type of operation, and
number of livestock.
Owners: This serves as your third
notice. Feedlots that were registered after January 1, 2006, have already met
the January 1, 2010, requirement. Call
(952) 492-5425 for more information.

Jordan schools
participate in area
Envirothons
Students from Jordan High School
and Jordan Middle School tested their
knowledge of environmental issues at
the annual Junior and Senior Area
Envirothon held in May at the Arboretum in Chanhassen. The Scott Soil and
Water Conservation District, along with
other metro districts, organizes the event
each year.
Kerry Giesen, who teaches science
at Jordan High School, coached two
teams for the senior event; the teams
placed 19th and 27th out of 30 teams.
Laurie Thorp, a science teacher at Jordan Middle School, organized three
teams for the junior event who placed
fourth, ninth, and 13th out of 19 teams.
Trinity Lutheran School in Belle Plaine
also participated, placing 18th overall.
The Envirothons consist of five
learning stations, covering soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry, and current events.
Natural resource professionals at each
station use the outdoor setting to test the
students’ knowledge. In addition, each
four- or five-student team in the Senior
Envirothon was required to give an oral
presentation on “Biodiversity in a
Changing World.”
The Scott Soil and Water Conservation District is interested in increasing
the number of students participating in
this educational event. For more information, call Diane Hrabe at the Scott
SWCD at (952) 492-5416.
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Scott County 4-H Junior Leaders

In the Spotlight

Looking for outstanding youth leaders
By Sara Wagner, Scott County 4-H Program Coordinator
Are you looking for ways to volunteer in your community, meet new Scott
County teens, teach younger kids how to make positive choices, and develop lifelong leadership skills? Join the Scott County Youth Teaching Youth Team! The
“YTY” program trains 9-12th graders in Jordan, Belle Plaine, Prior Lake/Savage,
Shakopee, and New Prague High Schools to teach elementary-age students about a
variety of life skills. Some requirements of a YTY teen teacher are:
• Complete one three-hour training for each topic session
(out of school time);
• Teach three one-hour series classes (in school time; we pick you up in a
County vehicle and you are excused from school);
• Remain tobacco, alcohol, and drug free.
For more information about how to join, call the Extension Office and talk to
Sara Wagner at (952) 492-5388. Watch for visits to your high school the first week
of school. For those that are not familiar with each program, here are brief descriptions:

Alcohol and Tobacco Decisions
This program focuses on alcohol, tobacco, and advertising. It presents facts to
help youth practice refusal and decision making skills, teaches about peer pressure, and builds self-esteem. This program is taught to 4th and 5th graders. This is a
one-hour lesson that is taught once a week for three weeks.

Talking with TJ
This program is presented to 2nd and 3rd graders. It focuses on working out
problems without violence, keeping anger under control, and respecting other
people’s points of view. This is a one-hour lesson that is taught once a week for
three weeks.

Character Counts
This program is presented to 2nd and 3rd graders. It focuses on developing
positive character using the “Six Pillars of Character Development.” This is a onehour lesson that is taught once a week for three weeks.

It’s Your Choice
“It’s Your Choice” is designed for 6th graders. It is a different format than the
other programs, lasting the whole year instead of just three visits by the teens. This
program focuses on issues for 6th graders such as bullying, depression and stress,
alcohol and tobacco, decision making, cliques, peer pressure, and much more.

4-H offers fall programs
K-4th grade Exploration Mornings
Fall Festival/ Halloween Party:
Although school is soon starting, MEA
break is right around the corner… and
we have a morning set aside for you!
Meet your friends at the Scott County
Extension Office on Friday, October
16 from 9 a.m. until noon for crafts,
food, games, costumes, and fun. Cost
is $10 for 4-H members, $15 for
non-4-H members and late
registration. Register early, spots are
limited!

Rena Weis
School: New Prague Middle School
Grade: 8th grade
4-H Club: Lucky Stars 4-H Club
Years in 4-H: Six
Years as Junior Leader: Three
Parents: John Weis and Jane
Hoffman-Weis
Projects of Interest: Poultry,
Performing Arts, Leadership
If you are looking for a positive teen
leader and an outstanding team member,
you do not have to look far to find Rena
Weis. Rena is an outstanding teen that
has been volunteering her time this summer helping 4-H Adventures at the New
Prague and New Market Kids Companies and other locations. Rena is a great
team member and loves working with younger students in her community. We are
pleased to highlight Rena this month as our outstanding 4-H Junior Leader!

Maggie Finkel
School: Chaska High School
Grade: 12th grade
4-H Club: Independent
Parents: Bruce and Lisa Finkel
Years in 4-H: 9
Projects of Interest: Horse
Maggie Finkel has been an active
member of the Scott County 4-H program and the horse project for the past
nine years. Maggie’s leadership, determination, and knowledge have been tremendous assets to our program. She has
served over five years on the Horse
Project Development Committee as the
president and the youth representative.
Maggie has assisted with teaching lessons and clinics to younger 4-H members in the horse project and is always
willing to help out where needed. She
also recently received a $400 scholarship from the Scott County 4-H Livestock Auction Committee. Maggie is a graduating senior from Chaska High School, and we are very honored to have her as a
youth leader!

4-H offers new experiences, fun

4-H Adventure Morning:
Do you like to play games, make
crafts, and hang out with friends?
Then come on down to the 4-H
Adventure Morning on Saturday,
November 14 from 9 a.m. until noon.
This class is open to all K-3rd graders
across Scott County! The morning
will be packed with songs, snacks,
crafts, projects, and much more! The
cost is $10 for 4-H members and $15
for non-members. Spaces are
limited.

4-H Day at the Minnesota Zoo on
Sept. 20
4-H members, friends, and family are
invited to the Minnesota Zoo for a day
filled with fun and excitement from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. There will be 4-H
members from across the state
highlighting their 4-H projects and
doing demonstrations. The cost is
$6.50 for 4-H members and $10 for
adults who wear 4-H t-shirts! Please
call the regional office at (651) 4807750 to register for this event.

Junior Leader Fun Nights
Don’t miss out on all the fun and
excitement with the Junior Leaders of
Scott County!
Wednesday,
October14, from 6
to 9 p.m. we will
be hosting a movie
and game night at
the Extension Office in Jordan. The
cost is $5 and includes pizza, pop,
entertainment, and prizes!
4-H Zoo Events

4-H Retreat at the Minnesota Zoo
on Friday, Nov. 6-7th, 6 p.m. Friday
until noon on Saturday
Come explore the Minnesota Zoo after
hours! Zoo naturalists will lead your
group through a fun-filled and
educational evening of discovering
behind the scenes areas of the zoo and
exploring various animal topics. This
event for participants in grades 3-8
includes dinner, snacks, breakfast, and
a t-shirt. The cost is $45 per person.
Call (651) 480-7750 to register.

4-H Youth Development is the process of growing up and developing one’s
abilities in positive ways. Youth development organizations exist to promote
the positive, healthy development of
young people. 4-H is the oldest and largest publicly funded youth development
organization.
Youth join and enjoy the 4-H program because it gives them a chance to
learn new things, develop new skills,
travel to new places, experience new
situations, make new friends, and —
most of all – have fun! 4-H membership is open to everyone in kindergarten
to age 19; whether they live in cities,
towns, or rural areas; whatever their race,
religion, or gender. Currently, the Scott
County 4-H program has over 400 members and 100 adult volunteers!
No matter what interests you, 4-H

has the project area for you – they include photography, arts and crafts,
shooting sports, wildlife, veterinary science, child development, clothing, shop,
small engines, computer, lawn and landscape, gardening, food and nutrition,
animal science, technology, and much
more! 4-H projects are fun, hands-on
learning activities that challenge youth
to explore different areas of interest.
The Scott County 4-H Program currently offers nine 4-H clubs throughout
Scott County in Shakopee, New Prague,
New Market, Belle Plaine, Prior Lake,
Savage, and Jordan. To find out how to
start or join a 4-H club in your area (or
for more information on 4-H), call the
Scott County Extension Office at (952)
492-5410. Enrollment starts this fall —
don’t wait to sign up!

4-H forming Lego Robotics Team
Are you ready to explore the world
of robots? Well then, come on in and
join 4-H — the Scott County 4-H Program has recently formed a Lego Robotics Team! We have been offering an
exciting introduction to the LEGO
Mindstorms RCX Robotics Invention
System. In our classes we have been
learning mechanical design, construction, programming, and teamwork skills.
Our classes focus on using LEGO

building elements, motors, and sensors.
Students build different robots and then
program them with a computer to move,
react, and make sounds to solve challenges. We will be offering classes
throughout the fall and winter with
trained instructors and youth leaders. If
you are interested in learning more about
these courses, please call (952) 4925410 or e-mail Abby Wagner at
torg0016@umn.edu
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Scott County
2009 Senior Expo
Friday, October 16
Shakopee High School
Continental breakfast and
lunch included
Same low price as last year ($10)
Breakout sessions including guest
presenter Dr. Daniel Trajano
Drawings for lots of prizes
Vendor displays

Scott County 4-H “Adopts” the Red Bulls
Scott County 4-Hers have officially “Adopted-A-Military-Unit,” the 34th Infantry Red Bulls. The Unit is
stationed in Basrah, Iraq until February. The 4-Hers have been sending care packages, letters, and
pictures supporting their troops. In June, the K-5th graders decorated and filled care packages that
will go to 35 troops. They also had a marine come in a talk to them about his experience in Iraq — and
how important sending letters of support and care packages are to the troops. The 4-Hers are pictured
with a rug sent from their adopted Unit in Iraq. 4-H is looking for ways to support our military families
at home. If you have a parent that is deployed, we would like to invite you to any of our 4-H events free
of charge. If you know someone living in Scott County who is deployed and would like to receive
letters or a care package, please contact Sara at the Scott County Extension Office at (952) 492-5410.
We would love to add them to our care list.

Registration options: In person or by
mail via the Shakopee Community Center
(1255 S. Fuller St, Shakopee, 55379),
fax to (952) 233-3831, or register online
at www.ci.shakopee.mn.us . To request a
registration form electronically, contact
beller@ci.shakopee.mn.us or request a
registration form be mailed to you by
calling (952) 233-9507.

SWCD names winners from essay/poster contest
Students from the Prior Lake,
Shakopee, Jordan, New Prague, and
Belle Plaine school districts demonstrated their creativity, interest in soil,
and their appreciation for natural resources in the Scott SWCD annual
Poster, Mural, Essay and Video Contest. The theme for this year’s contest
was “Our Soil: A Layer of Life,” and 301
entries were judged: 181 posters, 84
murals, 15 essays, and 21 videos. The
top three schools were Five Hawks Elementary School in Prior Lake, St.
Wenceslaus School in New Prague, and
Oak Crest Elementary School in Belle
Plaine.
Five Hawks students captured the
top two spots in three of the four categories. Britain Lehrer, daughter of Rob
and Andhra Lehrer, placed second in the
poster category; the top two essays were
written by Emily Roemer, daughter of
Brad and Michelle Roemer, who took
first, and Lindsey Spaulding, who placed
second. Five Hawks students won all the
top spots in the video category. Mitch
McDonald (son of Kevin and Karlene
McDonald) and his partner Sam Mader
(son of Jeff and Judy Mader) were the
producers of the top video. Second-place
honors went to Josh Schrope, son of
Charles and Stephanie Schrope, and his
partner Marshall Fischer, son of Jim and
Brenda Fischer. Honorable mention recognition went to the team of Evan Bush,
son of Shelly Bush, and Nick Raddatz,

son of Gerald and Janet Raddatz, and
the team of Taytum Martell (daughter of
Brendon and Jamie Burk) and Liz LaVan
(daughter of Jeff and Tammy LaVan).
Ms. Michelle Fischer, Ms. Kari Huinker
and other fifth-grade teachers at Five
Hawks helped to coordinate the students’
efforts for the contest.
Fifth- and sixth-grade students in
Mrs. Jolene Busch’s classes at St.
Wenceslaus School in New Prague did
very well in the contest. Winning cash
prizes in the poster division were
Hunyoung Suh, exchange student of Pat
and Margaret Sullivan, with first-place
honors, and Sara Schoenbauer, daughter of Jeff and Traci Schoenbauer, with
third-place honors.
In the mural division, honorable
mention recognition went to the St.
Wenceslaus School teams of Maddie
Aase (daughter of Greg and Anita Aase)
Ally Hutchinson (daughter of Tod and
Lisa Hutchinson), Anna Wondra (daughter of Joe and Sue Wondra), Tasha
Bennett (daughter of Steven and Theresa
Bennett), along with Olivia Rezac,
daughter of Mark and Cheryl Rezac/Jessica Allar, daughter of Mike and Julie
Allar, and the individual entry by Kristy
Bendzick, daughter of John and Rene
Bendzick. Hallie O’Neill, daughter of
Sean and Jamee O’Neill, wrote an essay that received honorable mention recognition as well. She is also a student at
St. Wenceslaus School.

Winners in the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District contest from Five
Hawks Elementary School in Prior Lake were (front, l. to r.) Taytum Martell,
Liz LaVan, Emily Roemer, Lindsey Spaulding, Britain Lehrer; (back) Evan
Bush, Nick Raddatz, Marshall Fischer, Josh Schrope, Sam Mader, and Mitch
McDonald.

Top poster and mural entries from St. Wenceslaus School in New Prague
were created by (front, l. to r.) Jessica Allar, Kristy Bendzick; (middle) Olivia
Rezac, Hunyoung Suh, Anna Wondra, Ally Hutchinson, Tasha Bennett; (back)
Hallie O’Neill, Maddie Aase, and Sara Schoebauer.

Among the winners at Raven Stream
Elementary School were Brianna Meyer,
daughter of Tim and Dawn Meyer, and
Elizabeth Sticha, daughter of Rob and
Theresa Sticha, who received honorable
mention awards for their joint entry in
the mural contest. They are students in
Ms. Cathy Ilkka’s class.
Six-grade students at Oak Crest Elementary School in Belle Plaine placed
in the top spots in the murals category
and received honorable mention awards
in the poster category. The team of Brady
Johnson, son of Brad and Missy
Johnson, and Cade Raskovich, son of
Jamie and Jodie Raskovich, placed first
with their mural, while Autumn
Crimmins, daughter of Bobbi Kittelson,
and Katelyn Schmit, daughter of Jay and
Lori Schmit, placed second. All four students received cash prizes. The team of
Tiffany Ennis, daughter of Jeff and
Tammy Jo Luka, and Regina “Reggie”

Kugel, daughter of Thomas and Kelly
Schmid, received honorable mention
awards for their murals. In the poster
division, individual entries by Mike
Szaroletta, son of Mike and Jennifer
Szaroletta, and Rylee Miller, daughter
of Scharhara Listrude, were recognized
with honorable mention honors. Mr.
Tony Hartmann and other sixth-grade
teachers at Oak Crest helped to coordinate the students’ efforts in the contest.
Scott County students in fifth- and
sixth-grade classrooms were eligible to
enter the contest. Scott SWCD staff gave
classroom presentations on this year’s
theme to more than 350 students this
spring. Cash awards were given to the
top two winners in the essay, mural and
video categories, and the top three places
in the poster category. For any questions
about the contest, call Diane Hrabe at
the Scott SWCD office in Jordan at
(952) 492-5416.
Winners in the Scott
SWCD contest from
Oak Crest Elementary in Belle Plaine
were (front, l. to r.)
Katelyn Schmit,
Autumn Crimmins,
Tiffany Ennis; (back)
Mike Szaroletta,
Cade Raskovich,
Brady Johnson, and
Rylee Miller. Regina
“Reggie” Kugel is
not pictured.
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ECHO provides health info for non-English speakers
ECHO is a key communication tool
for Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
speakers to obtain information in the
event of a public health emergency. It is
important for non-English speakers to
become familiar with this service, so
circulate the word in your community!
In the Twin Cities metro area,
ECHO programming is found on tptMN.
Public television can be found on overthe-air digital receivers on channel 2-2
and is carried by Comcast Cable
and Mediacom Cable (channel 102).

ECHO Resources on H1N1 Flu
In partnership with the Minnesota
Department of Health, ECHO has
produced Public Service Announcements with information on preventing
and treating H1N1 in Spanish, Hmong,
and Somali. ECHO also has print and
video resources on preventing Seasonal
Flu available in Spanish, Hmong, Somali, Vietnamese, Lao, Khmer, and English. These materials can be accessed
by going to www.echominnesota.org.
The following is the summer pro-

Novel H1N Flu

gramming on ECHO:
HIV and AIDS: Prevention
and Treatment
Sunday, August 23: Spanish (8 p.m.),
Hmong (8:20 p.m.), Somali (8:40
p.m.)
Sunday, August 30: Vietnamese
(8:00 p.m.), Lao (8:20 p.m.), Khmer
(8:40 p.m.)
Child Safety Seats
Sunday, September 20: Spanish (8
p.m.), Hmong (8:20 p.m.), Somali

(8:40 p.m.)
Sunday, September 27: Vietnamese
(8 p.m.), Lao (8:20 p.m.), Khmer
(8:40 p.m.)
All shows repeat on the last two
Saturdays of each month beginning at
11 p.m.
*Show schedule subject to change.
Information is also available
on ECHO PHONE (888-883-8831,
toll free) in 10 languages: Spanish,
Hmong, Somali, Lao, Khmer, Vietnamese, Russian, Arabic, Oromo, or English.

Continued from Page 1

ber of people who have been infected with this virus
also have reported diarrhea and vomiting. Also, like
seasonal flu, severe illnesses and death have been associated with this virus.
At this time, it’s not known when we will see a
second, stronger resurgence of the disease or how severe the disease will be at that time. However, the
medical history of those hospitalized gives us valuable information regarding who is most at risk for severe illness. Among the 247 hospitalized cases of laboratory confirmed H1N1 as of late July, the medical
history has been reviewed in 223. The median age of
hospitalized cases is 12 years old, and 55 t o 60 percent of cases are in the age five to 24 year category.
Among all hospitalized cases, 51 percent had one or
more underlying health conditions, with asthma being
the most prevalent (30 percent). Other underlying
conditions included being on chronic drug therapy,
metabolic disease such as diabetes, being a past or current smoker, having chronic immuno-suppression, or
having chronic lung disease other than asthma, being
pregnant or having heart disease, neurological problems, cancer or kidney disease. At this time, there are
few cases and no deaths reported in people older than
64 years, which is unusual compared to seasonal influenza.
Spread of novel H1N1 virus is thought to be happening in the same way that seasonal flu spreads. Flu
viruses are spread mainly from person to person
through coughing or sneezing. Sometimes people may
become infected by touching something with flu viruses on it and then touching their mouth or nose.
Currently, CDC believes that this virus has the same
properties in terms of spread as seasonal flu viruses.
With seasonal flu, studies have shown that people may
be contagious from one day before they develop symptoms to up to seven days after they get sick. Children,
especially younger children, might potentially be contagious for longer periods.
Fortunately, novel H1N1 viruses are not spread
by food. You cannot get infected with novel HIN1
virus from eating pork or pork products. Eating
properly handled and cooked pork products is safe. In
addition, tap water that has been treated by conventional disinfection processes does not likely pose a risk
for transmission of influenza viruses. Current drinking water treatment regulations provide a high degree
of protection from viruses. To date, there have been
no documented human cases of influenza caused by
exposure to influenza-contaminated drinking water.
Recreational water that has been treated at recommended disinfectant levels in swimming pools or spas
does not likely pose a risk for transmission of influenza viruses. However, outdoor recreational water venues are no different than other group setting.
Every flu season has the potential to cause a lot of
illness, doctor’s visits, hospitalizations, and deaths.
CDC is concerned that the new H1N1 virus could result in a particularly severe flu season this year,
but vaccines are the best tool we have to prevent influenza. CDC hopes that people go out and get vaccinated against seasonal influenza as soon as vaccines
become available at their doctor’s offices and in their
communities. This may be as early as late August.
However, the seasonal flu vaccine is unlikely to
provide protection against novel H1N1 influenza. A
novel H1N1 vaccine is currently in production, and
may be ready for the public as early as the late fall.
The novel H1N1 vaccine is not intended to replace
the seasonal flu vaccine – it is intended to be used in
conjunction with seasonal flu vaccine. While some
issues are still unknown, CDC’s Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices (ACIP), a panel made up
of medical and public health experts, recommended
the following individuals receive the novel H1N1 influenza vaccine:

• Pregnant women, because they are at higher
risk of complications and can potentially provide protection to infants who cannot be vaccinated;
• Household contacts and caregivers for children younger than six months of age, because
younger infants are at higher risk of influenza-related
complications and cannot be vaccinated. Vaccination
of those in close contact with infants less than six
months old might help protect the infants;
• Healthcare and emergency medical services
personnel, because infections among healthcare workers have been reported and this can be a potential source
of infection for vulnerable patients and workers are
needed to care for those who are ill;
• All people from six months through 24
years of age:
• Children from six months through 18 years
of age, because we have seen many cases of novel
H1N1 influenza in children and they are in close contact with each other in school and day care settings,
which increases the likelihood of disease spread, and
• Young adults 19 through 24 years of age,
because we have seen many cases of novel H1N1 influenza in these healthy young adults and they often
live, work, and study in close proximity, and they are
a frequently mobile population; and,
• Persons aged 25 through 64 years who have
other health conditions.
ACIP does not expect that there will be a shortage
of novel H1N1 vaccine, but availability and demand
can be unpredictable. There is some possibility that
initially the vaccine will be available in limited
quantities. In this setting, the committee recommended
that the following groups receive the vaccine before
others:
• Pregnant women
• People who live with or care for children
younger than six months of age
• Healthcare and emergency services personnel
with direct patient contact
• Children six months through 4 years of age
• Children five through 18 years of age who
have chronic medical conditions
Whenever a vaccine is available, keep in mind,
there are everyday actions that can help prevent the
spread of germs that cause respiratory illnesses like
influenza. Take these everyday steps to protect your
health:
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when
you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.
• Wash your hands often with soap and water,
especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based
hand cleaners are also effective.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs spread this way.
• Try to avoid close contact with sick people.
• Stay home if you are sick for seven days after
your symptoms begin or until you have been symptom-free for 24 hours, whichever is longer. This is to
keep from infecting others and spreading the virus further. You should not leave your home except to seek
medical care. This means avoiding normal activities,
including work, school, travel, shopping, social events,
and public gatherings.
Employees who are well but who have an ill family member at home with novel H1N1 flu can go to
work as usual. These employees should monitor their
health and take everyday precautions, including washing their hands often with soap and water. Employees
who have an underlying medical condition or who are
pregnant should call their health care provider for ad-

vice, because they might need to receive influenza
antiviral drugs to prevent illness.
Influenza virus is destroyed by heat (167-212°F
[75-100°C]). In addition, several chemical germicides,
including chlorine, hydrogen peroxide, detergents
(soap), iodophors (iodine-based antiseptics), and
alcohols are effective against human influenza viruses
if used in proper concentration for a sufficient length
of time. For example, wipes or gels with alcohol in
them can be used to clean hands. The gels should be
rubbed into hands until they are dry.
To prevent the spread of influenza virus it is important to keep surfaces — especially bedside tables,
surfaces in the bathroom, kitchen counters, and toys
for children — clean by wiping them down with a
household disinfectant according to directions on the
product label.
Linens, eating utensils, and dishes belonging to
those who are sick do not need to be cleaned separately, but importantly these items should not be shared
without washing thoroughly first. Eating utensils
should be washed either in a dishwasher or by hand
with water and soap. Bed sheets and towels should be
washed by using household laundry soap and tumbled
dry on a hot setting. Individuals should avoid “hugging” laundry prior to washing it to prevent contaminating themselves. Individuals should wash their hands
with soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub immediately after handling dirty laundry.
Our knowledge of the H1N1 virus is evolving, so
you will want to stay current on information. There
are several sources of up-to-date reliable information
for the public as follows; also watch for updates on
the Scott County website at www.co.scott.mn.us.
• MN Department of Health –
www.health.state.mn.us
• Information Phone Line is open Mon – Fri,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Call 651-201-5414
• Centers for Disease Control - www.cdc.gov/
h1n1flu/

The Scott County Meth Task
invites you to participate in the

3rd Annual Tee It Up
for the Task Force
Golf Fundraiser
September 18, 2009
8:30 a.m. “shotgun start” at
Stonebrooke Golf Course in Shakopee
For just a $100 registration fee, play 18holes of golf with a cart and enjoy a
barbeque lunch. There will also be:
 Hole-in-one contest
 $100,00 dollar shoot out
 Putting contests
A live auction

...and chances to win many
prizes and contests.
Register today to play a round of golf;
visit with the County Sheriff, County
Attorney, and County Commissioners,
pet a K9, tour a jail cell, and golf at
lovely Stonebrooke Golf Club.
To register or make a donation for the
event, visit the website

www.ChooseLifeNotMeth.com

Find Scott County’s home page at www.co.scott.mn.us
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News from Three Rivers Park District

Programs planned at the Landing, Murphy Hanrehan
August 15-16, 22-23, 29-30;
10 a.m.to 5 p.m. on Saturdays,
noon to 5 p.m. on Sundays
Heritage Weekends
Experience the excitement and
challenges of life along the Minnesota
River in the 1800s. Meet the residents
of Eagle Creek and the frontier. Help
with their daily chores, play games,
attend school, and participate in craft
demonstrations. Ride the trolley pulled
by Percheron draft horses. Many
buildings open for touring, and the gift
shop will be open. Food available for
purchase on most weekends. $8.50
ages 12 and up; $7 for ages 2 through
11 and seniors. Children under 2 free!
September 5–7; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Sunday, noon to 5 p.m., Monday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Eagle Creek Fair
Celebrate a successful summer with
the farmers and townsfolk of Eagle
Creek. Play games and enjoy a ride on
a trolley pulled by Percheron draft
horses. Tour craft and farm exhibits.
Visit with soldiers from the 5th

Minnesota infantry, join the
Temperance Rally in the Village, and
watch an 1860s “base ball” match
between the Quicksteps and Afton Red
Socks (Sept. 7 only). Gift shop open
and food available for purchase. $8.50
ages 12 and up; $7, ages 2 through 11
and seniors. Children under 2 are free!
September 27 – Sunday, noon to
4 p.m.
Minnesota River Walk
Walk the scenic Minnesota River trail
and enjoy the beauty of autumn. Tour
historic buildings in the Village of
Eagle Creek and enjoy an easel art
activity with watercolors. Join the
townsfolk at the Town Hall for the
moving Panorama show. Enter park
through West Entrance. $7, ages 12
and up; $5, ages 2 through 11 and
seniors. Children under 2 are free!
Summer Camps at the Landing
August 18-20 – Tuesday-Thursday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.
#33841017

Pioneer Life I Camp
Live the life of a pioneer child! Help
with chores around your 1850s log
cabin. Feed the farm animals, churn
butter, and make rope. Attend the oneroom school with your friends, play
19th century baseball, and make oldfashioned toys. Visit the village of
Eagle Creek, trade your farm goods
for treats at the general store, and have
a picnic in the town square. Campers
are encouraged to wear pioneer-style
clothes. $140. Grades 1-3; ages: 6 to
9. Reservations are required; call (763)
559-6700.

Upcoming Programs
at Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve (Savage)
August 19 – Wednesday, 6:30 to 9
p.m.
Murphy Mountain Bike Sprint
Series
Mountain bike on one of the Twin
Cities’ most challenging single-track
courses. Series of three 10-mile time

trials. Time-trial format, awards and
door prizes each week. Registration
starts at 5:30 p.m.; sprint starts at 6:30
p.m. Helmets are required. Cosponsored by Freewheel Bike. Cost:
$10. Ages: 14 and up.
September 19 - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m.
#42353501
Murphy Duathlon
Join Freewheel Bike and Three Rivers
Park District for the Murphy
Duathlon! Race one of the Twin Cities’
most challenging courses. Begin and
end with a three-mile run through thick
stands of oak forest on shaded turf
trails. Between runs, sprint your bike
down 10 miles of winding single track
through wooded hills and wetlands.
New for 2009: Murphy Kids’
Duathlon immediately following the
race start. Each adult registration
includes three entries into Murphy
Kids’ Duathlon. For more information,
visit www.ThreeRiversParks.org/races.
Cost: $30 for pre-registration; $35
“day-of.” Ages: 14 and up.

Library News

Library system sets goals in strategic plan
A draft strategic plan for the Scott County Library
System is nearing completion. After months of work,
the Library Board of Advisors and the library staff have
drafted a plan that identifies eight library roles or service objectives that will address needs of the residents
of Scott County. Each year library staff will identify
and implement library goals and objectives based on
those service objectives.

places to meet and interact with others or to sit quietly
and read. They will have access to virtual spaces that
are welcoming and easy to navigate.

Connect to the Online World: Public Internet
Access
Residents will have high-speed access to the digital world with no unnecessary restrictions or fees to
ensure that everyone can take advantage of the evergrowing resources and services available through the
internet.
Satisfy Curiosity: Lifelong Learning
Residents will have access to a diverse and up-todate collection of print and media resources, and to
free and premium online resources, so that they can
explore topics of personal interest and so they can continue to learn throughout their lives. They will be able
to request materials that are not immediately available
in the branch library.
Residents will have access to knowledgeable staff
who can find and evaluate information and information resources, and who can effectively use information to answer questions and to guide discovery.
Understand How to Find, Evaluate, and Use
Information: Information Fluency
Residents will have the opportunity to learn skills
needed and access to tools to conduct an effective
search, to locate resources and information, to evaluate resources, and to effectively use information (including online information) to meet their needs.
Create Young Readers: Emergent Literacy
Children will have programs and services designed
to ensure that they will have the opportunity to enter
school ready to learn to read, write, and listen.

Creating young readers is one of the goals set forth
in the library system’s draft stragetic plan.

Be Informed Citizens: Local, National, and World
Affairs
Residents will have access to the information they
need to support and promote democracy; to fulfill their
civic responsibilities at the local, state, and national
levels; and to fully participate in community decision
making.
Stimulate Imagination: Reading, Viewing, and
Listening for Pleasure
Residents will have access to a diverse collection
of materials in a variety of formats. They will have
access to knowledgeable staff to assist them when
needed. They will be able to request materials that are
not immediately available in the branch library.
Know Your Community: Community Resources
and Services
Residents will have access to information about
the wide variety of programs, services, and activities
provided by community agencies and organizations.
Visit a Comfortable Place: Public and Virtual
Spaces
Residents will have safe and welcoming physical

Several exciting new services will be available in
the Scott County Libraries by the end of the year, with
funding from MELSA (our Regional Library System),
and the hard work of the library technical staff and
Scott County IT. The most visible enhancements will
include:
♦ A homework helper service that will allow
students (of any age!) to have live, through-the-internet
assistance from tutors.
♦ Access to downloadable audio books (otherwise known as audio e-books, downloadable talking books, likely an array of other names as well)
through the Scott County library website
(www.scott.lib.mn.us) in the fall. An exciting new development is that the audiobooks can be downloaded
directly to your iPod or other MP3 player.
♦ A discovery tool that will help you explore a
topic using the catalog.
♦ Search tools that will allow you to find such
things as a single poem in a book, magazine articles
and books in the same search, all the books in a series,
and much more. Watch for these enhancements beginning in September, and there may be additional
pleasant surprises over the coming months. You will
need to visit your Scott County Libraries to see them
all!
Scott County Library System (all 952 area code)
Administration
707-1760
Belle Plaine Branch Library
873-6767
Elko New Market Branch Library
461-3460
Jordan Branch Library
492-2500
New Prague Branch Library
758-2391
Prior Lake Branch Library
447-3375
Savage Branch Library
707-1770
Scott County Law Library
496-8713
Shakopee Branch Library
233-9590
Renewal Line
890-9184

Recycling of used oil filters required, saves resources
In the state of Minnesota, it is illegal to throw away used oil filters in the
garbage. Proper recycling is required
for both the do-it-yourselfer as well as
businesses. Recycling oil filters is not
only the law, it makes sense — recycling
all oil filters sold annually in the United
States would result in the recovery of
about 160,000 tons of steel, enough to
make 16 new stadiums! This is 160,000
fewer tons of steel that would need to
be mined from the earth. And recycled
oil filters are made into new steel prod-

ucts such as cans, cars, appliances and
construction materials.
The main issue with oil filters is the
excess oil that the filter retains once it is
drained. Even if you thoroughly drain a
filter, some of the oil still remains in the
filter; since oil is banned from landfills,
oil filters are also banned.
Household do-it yourselfers should
call Scott County Environmental Health
at (952) 496-8787 to find out if a used
oil and oil filter drop-off site exists near
them, otherwise the Scott County HHW

Facility will accept oil filters generated
in a home (not a business) during normal collection hours (Saturdays from 8
a.m. to noon and Wednesdays from
noon to 6 p.m.). Businesses must recycle them with an oil filter recycler and
keep all receipts in the event that they
are inspected by Scott County Environmental Health.
If you intend to bring your oil filters into the Scott County HHW Facility, please have them thoroughly drained
and placed in a sealed container (such

as a one- or five-gallon bucket). Please
do not place them back into the box that
they came in, as they will have to be
taken out of the box before staff can sort
them for processing.
If your business changes oil commercially, it is a good idea to voluntarily collect used oil and oil filters from
do-it-yourselfers. As state agencies witness businesses voluntarily collecting
filters, there will be less need for mandatory regulations. It’s also a service that
your customers will appreciate.
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Small Farm and Rural Expo
set for Sept. 12 at fairgrounds
The Second Annual “Small Farm
and Rural Living Expo” will be held on
September 12 at the Scott County Fairgrounds in Jordan, Minnesota from 8:00
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (with educational seminars beginning at 8:30 a.m.).
The
“Small Farm and Rural Living Expo” is
for the small farm enterprise or the
small-acreage owner, and will feature
presentations and demonstrations on
topics related to small farms and rural
living, vendors, local foods, children’s
activities, music, and more.
The 2009 Expo will include six
stages, including two demonstration
stages featuring topics such as cheesemaking and bee-keeping, as well as an
on-farm research stage highlighting area
farmers and their field projects. Other
seminar topics will include “machinery
equipment for small acreages,” “local
food marketing options,” and “pasture
management.”
The information session was excellent! An engaging and knowledgeable
presenter! Excellent, informative, and
entertaining. Schedule more! These
were just some of the positive comments
received from participants of the 2008
Expo.
No preregistration is required for the

event. Admission will be $10 per person or $20 per family.
For more information about the
Expo – including an informational brochure with a map to the Scott County
Fairgrounds — please refer to the University of Minnesota Extension Small
http://
Farms
website
at
www.extension.umn.edu/SmallFarms/
The “Small Farm and Rural Living
Expo” is coordinated in part by the University of Minnesota Extension. The
University of Minnesota Extension is an
equal opportunity educator and employer.

Late summer is prime time
for home lawn repair
Adapted from Bob Mugaas,
Regional Extension Educator
Summer’s hot and dry conditions
can cause significant stress to many of
our lawn grass areas. Cooler fall weather
and increased rain will help lawns recover, but there will likely be some areas where those summer stresses were
just too much and the grass died. Now
the question is, “What can I do to repair
those areas?”
Fortunately, late August through
about mid-September is the best time to
do some overseeding to repair those
damaged areas. At this time of year, the
soils are warm and seeds germinate
much more quickly than in cold spring
soils. In addition, there is little competition from weedy grasses such as crabgrass or yellow foxtail. This gives our
lawn grasses an excellent opportunity to
germinate and get established before
winter.
When doing overseeding, make sure
that there is good seed-to-soil contact.
This helps ensure more uniform germination and early seedling growth. Where
all of the grass has died in an area,
scratch up the soil surface with a garden
rake and remove any excess dead grass.
With the soil loosened, sprinkle some
grass seed over the area and lightly rake
it in. For mixtures of Kentucky bluegrass
and fine fescue, seed at a rate of about 3
to 4 ounces per 50 square feet. If a blend
of Kentucky bluegrass is used, seed at a
rate of 2 to 3 ounces per 50 square feet.
Always be sure to use fresh seed.
After seeding, keep the area damp
but not saturated with water. Germination should begin in a week or two. Continue keeping the newly seeded areas
moist until you are about ready to mow
for the first time. Gradually, increase the
interval between waterings so that the
soil dries out slightly before watering
again. This will help harden off the grass
going into the winter months. The first
mowing should occur when the initial
grasses to germinate and grow have
reached about 3 inches. At that time, cut
back to about 2 or 2½ inches. Continue

mowing until leaf growth has essentially
stopped for the year, about late October.
If you’re overseeding into an existing thin lawn, keep the existing grasses
mowed fairly short until the newly
seeded grasses have had a chance to germinate and catch up with the other
grasses. If the existing grass is allowed
to grow too long, they will compete significantly with the new seedlings often
resulting in their death.
Your new lawn area will usually
benefit from a late season application of
nitrogen fertilizer. In the Twin Cities
area, this should go down at or just prior
to Halloween. However, never apply
fertilizer to frozen ground.
A little bit of overseeding and some
good fall lawn care will help restore your
lawn to a healthy, dense condition.

Scott/Carver Master Gardener Barb
Botten illustrates “square foot
gardening” at the May Evening in the
Garden. Now that the garden has
grown, visitors may want to stop by
the site at the Scott County Extension
Office on the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan to see the
results in the “Teaching Garden.”

A “treehouse” made with vine-covered branches delights the children visiting
the “Teaching Gardens.”

“Teaching Gardens” highlight
food production for 2009
The Scott/Carver Master Gardeners
develop and maintain a collection of
teaching gardens outside the Extension
Office on the Scott County Fairgrounds.
Each garden is designed to illustrate a
style of gardening with emphasis on the
environment and economy. Several of
the gardens are permanent, and include
Prairie, Miniature, Edible Flowers,
Hummingbird, Ground Cover, Butterfly,
Pollinator/Bee, Japanese Reflection,
Xeriscape, and Raingarden.
Structures throughout these gardens
are designed, donated, and installed by
Master Gardeners, and include a memorial pergola, potting shed, several trellises, various paver pathways, and a rustic children’s playhouse.
For 2009, the remaining gardens
concentrate on backyard food production. These gardens include large halfbarrels planted with tomatoes, basil,

sage, and sweet alyssum; an Heirloom
Garden with many varieties of vegetables that have been saved for at least
100 years; the Culinary Herb Bed highlights herbs commonly used in cooking;
Vertical Edibles illustrate several structures to support a lot of plants in very
little space; Ornamental Edibles are selections of vegetable varieties that are
attractive; the Square Foot Garden illustrates precise and intensive planting; the
Victory/Trial Garden conducts comparison trials of new varieties laid out in an
orderly WWII-style garden. Finally, the
Children’s Garden plants were selected
to excite the senses of sight, touch, smell,
or taste.
These gardens are open seven days
a week. Printed virtual tours of the gardens are available at no charge in the
Extension office during office hours on
weekdays.

Evenings in the Garden
continue in August, September
Just ask the sixty or so visitors that
stopped by in May and June, and they’ll
tell you that the second Thursday of each
summer month is a great time to visit
the “Teaching Garden” at the Scott
County Fairgrounds! Scott/Carver Master Gardeners have organized these evenings to keep attendees busy from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m., and include activities for
children as well as adults.
Beautiful weather in May allowed
outdoor presentations on square foot
gardening, composting, and using spring
vegetables in food. Gloria Wolf of the
Simply Good Eating Program provided
samples and instructions for a nutritious
and fun caterpillar snack using carrots
and grapes. Children and adults alike
made bottle seed propagators to take
home, and everyone was given a brief
tour of the 19 gardens at the site.
June was another great weather
month, allowing all events to be held
outdoors. Participants began with another tour of the gardens to see the progression from May. Presentations included planting food crops in containers, growing and using herbs, rain barrels and rain gardens, and using spices
to replace sodium. Attendees planted
wonderful containers using old shoes
and flowers, which they took home
along with recipes, samples of a sodiumfree herb mix, and a tomato plant.
July’s event highlighted summer
picnics and family gatherings, including
presentations on party planning, photography, scrapbooking with photos, family inspired floral arrangements, food

Master Gardener Sue Zelinsky
offered samples of spring garden
vegetables at the May event.

safety at picnics, summer recipes from
the garden, and proper planting of (family) trees.
Two more Evenings are scheduled,
rain or shine:
♦ August 13 – Why So Much
Buzz About Bees? Activities center
around honey production, plant pollination, and highlights the “Great Sunflower
Project.”
♦ September 10 – Got a Bushel
and a Peck? Learn how to can, freeze,
juice, and dry the garden bounty.
Evenings in the Garden are free, but
preregistration is suggested. To register,
call Mary at Scott County Extension –
(952) 492-5410.
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Safety SCENE
From the Office of
Sheriff Kevin Studnicka

Effects of crime on victims are not trivial
Have you ever been a victim of a crime? Has your mailbox ever been smashed?
Ever had money stolen out of your vehicle? Maybe you lost your wallet and
someone wrote checks on your account. Or someone burglarized your house and
took your wedding ring and laptop computer. How did the crime make you feel?
Did it affect your family and friends? Did it change your life?
Although most of us will never experience a violent personal crime, becoming
a crime victim can have serious consequences -- outcomes the victim neither asks
for nor deserves. A victim rarely expects to be victimized and seldom knows where
to turn. Victims may end up in the hospital to be treated and released, or they may
be confined to bed for days, weeks, or longer. Injuries may be temporary, or they
may be permanent and forever change the way the victim lives. Victims may lose
money or property, or they may even lose their lives — the ultimate cost for which
a victim and his or her family can never be repaid.
The effects of crime are not limited to the victim. Entire families may experience feelings of fear, anger, shame, self-blame, helplessness, and depression —
emotions that can scar life and health for years after the event. Those who were
attacked in their homes or whose homes were entered may no longer feel secure
anywhere. They often blame themselves, feeling that they could have handled themselves better or done something different to prevent being victimized.
Victims of crime and their significant others (family and friends) go through a
difficult adjustment period following a crime. Whether they have been physically
hurt or had their house broken into, chances are the crime will have an impact.
The trauma people experience after being victimized is not a sign of weakness. It is a stress reaction to the loss of safety and security brought about by the
crime. No matter how insignificant the crime may seem, the potential effects are
not trivial.
Victims of crimes may experience a great deal of anger, survivor’s guilt, hatred, self-blame, guilt, and confusion. Your sense of trust and order may be shattered. You may experience a wide range of feelings and behaviors, and have little
ability to control your emotions at any given time.
These emotions are very personal and may continue for months or years.
Victims may experience nightmares, insomnia, periods of uncontrolled sobbing,
occasional hysterical laughter, nausea, headaches, fatigue, or a general feeling of
“going crazy.” Family relationships may change as individuals react differently to
the trauma. Victimization may lead to financial stress, family discord, divorce,
alcoholism, and a variety of other problems. Everyone has a different reaction and
a different timetable for healing. It is important to grieve and acknowledge the
impact of your experience.
Do not set unrealistic expectations and do not let others set timetables or
pressure you into “getting on with your life.” Do things when you are ready, not
because others are telling you to do them. It is all right to be angry, to feel sad, or
to cry. Take time to lament.
Healing can be facilitated by telling one’s story again and again. Build a
network of support for yourself and other family members to help you get through
these difficult times, and realize you are not alone. Many others have experienced
the same problems and can help you work through your experience.
Don’t be too hard on yourself when judging your actions or reactions – you
reacted to the crime in the way that made the most sense to you at the time. In
addition, don’t allow yourself or others to go through the “shoulds and shouldn’ts.”
Maybe you should have locked the door, but that doesn’t mean another person had
the right to walk into your house and steal from you. Maybe you shouldn’t have
gone to that bar, but just because you did doesn’t mean you deserve to be attacked.
Simple crime prevention steps can help protect us from being a victim of crime.
Lock your car, whether it’s in your garage or in downtown Minneapolis. Install
deadbolt locks at home and keep them locked when you’re outside or away. Don’t
be afraid to call law enforcement immediately when you see something suspicious. Trust that “gut” feeling.
If a crime happens, always remember to keep the blame where the blame belongs – on the offender and not the victim.

Scams abound in tough money times
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) is warning consumers
that internet “phishing” and telephone
schemes are increasingly active as
people look for ways out of financial
trouble. Visit http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/alerts/index.html to
find several pages of complaints about
calls and e-mails asking consumers for
private bank and credit card information.
These contacts usually begin with comments about “…due to a breach of security, or to insure your account security
we need to verify your information.”
Then they ask for personal information,
social security numbers and account
data. Do not provide this information!
If you get an e-mail asking for personal information, do not respond.
• Look up the e-mail or phone
address of the business claiming to need
information. Don’t use an address or
phone number from the suspect e-mail.

• Ask the business — often your
bank or credit card company — if they
sent out a message asking for this information.
• Do not respond to the e-mail,
even if the logo looks authentic. Better
to be safe.
If you get a phone call asking for
personal information, respond by:
• Telling them they will have to
contact you in writing, you will give no
information over the phone.
• Look up a phone number from
a previous bill or phone book and contact the company as to the authenticity
of the request. Do not use a number
given to you by the caller.
There’s much truth in the old saying, “If it seems too good to be true, it
probably is.” This is a time to be very
careful about the people you choose to
trust with financial information.
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Motorcycle safety
reminders issued
As our all-too-short summer season
leads into the beauty of early autumn,
motorcycles should be a fairly common
and familiar sight. Indeed, a quintessential American image of summer is a
motorcycle traveling on the open roads
of the Midwest. But the safety of these
motorcyclists is important to all of us,
regardless of whether or not we actually
ride a motorcycle. Rarely is the road as
open as in those iconic images, and vehicle drivers and motorcyclists are both
responsible for the safety of those we
share the road with. Scott County Public Health with the Safe Communities
Coalition would like to share some important tips.
According to the Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center, “While motorcycles
are about as likely as cars to be involved
in crashes, motorcyclists are almost three
times more likely to be injured and five
times more likely to be killed in a crash.”
In many motorcycle-car crashes, the car
driver claims they did not see the motorcycle, or did not see the motorcycle
until it was too late. Because motorcycles are smaller and harder to see than
a car, everyone on the road needs to be
extra aware of their presence. Check out
the following tips from the Minnesota
Motorcycle Safety Center for car drivers and motorcycle riders.
As a vehicle driver:
♦ A motorcycle’s headlight is on
at all times. This should help you spot
them.
♦ Check mirrors and blind spots,
especially behind other cars or trucks
when merging lanes.
♦ Look for a helmet above, tires
below, or a shadow beside vehicles you
cannot see around.
♦ At intersections, especially
when turning left, take a second look at
oncoming traffic specifically for motorcycles. Most crashes happen when a car
cuts off a motorcycle on a left turn.
♦ Since a motorcycle is smaller,
it is harder to judge how fast it is moving. Take an extra moment to determine
distance.
♦ Observe the “two second” rule
when following another vehicle or motorcycle.
♦ When passing a motorcycle,
move completely into the other lane so
as to not crowd the motorcycle.
♦ It is legal for motorcycles to ride
side-by-side, but it is illegal for another
vehicle to share a lane with a motorcycle.
A car should never move into a lane with
a motorcycle.
♦ Motorcycles use their entire
lane, so be aware of sudden changes in
position within that lane. Motorcycles
must take extra care to avoid road cracks,

potholes, rocks, and debris.
♦ Give motorcyclist extra space at
night and during bad weather such as
rain.
As a motorcycle driver:
♦ Make yourself as obvious as
possible: Wear brightly colored protective gear, use your entire lane, and maintain a large space cushion.
♦ Wear a protective helmet.
♦ Flash your break light several
times before slowing down or stopping.
♦ Consider combining hand signals with turn signals to draw more attention to yourself.
♦ Approach every single intersection with great care and assume that other
drivers cannot see you. Cover your
breaks and clutch at all intersections.
♦ Double check your turn signals
to be sure they are not signaling unintentionally.
♦ Observe the “two second” rule
when following another vehicle or motorcycle.
♦ When being passed, ride the left
third of your lane to discourage other
cars from passing without moving into
the other lane.
♦ When passing, do so quickly to
avoid being in a driver’s blind spot for
more than a few seconds.
♦ Wet roads have only half the
traction as dry roads. Use extreme caution if riding in these conditions and remember that you are almost invisible to
other drivers.
♦ Although it is legal to ride sideby-side, it is not advisable. Riding this
way reduces your safety cushion, limits
your escape route, and suggests to other
drivers that it is okay to share a lane with
a motorcycle.
♦ When riding with other motorcycles, use a staggered formation. When
riding with large groups, leave gaps to
allow other vehicles to pass or exit the
road.
August and September heralds some
of the very best weather in Minnesota, a
brief season of fun and freedom from
the indoors. Keep the roadways safe for
drivers of all kinds by making a conscious effort to drive and ride safely, and
encourage your new motorcycle rider to
wear protective gear from head to toe.

Classes available to learn
money management skills
Help and information are available to learn money and debt management skills. Three Monday sessions are held each month at the Scott County
Workforce Center. These are free and available on a walk-in basis; just call
the Workforce Center for times and dates of the money management classes.
Extension is again working with the Scott County libraries to offer more
sessions across the County. Check the library website this fall for times and
places of classes on credit and debt management skills.
Help is also available from Susan Hooper, Extension Educator for Scott
County, to teach skills on an individual basis or to bring classes to an existing group. Give Sue a call at (952) 492-5383 or e-mail her at
hoop0011@umn.edu to discuss your needs or request.

Page 14 Scott County SCENE August/September 2009

Veterans’ SCENE
By Todd Kubinski
Director of Veterans Service

VA makes changes to priority
Group 8 enrollment restriction
In January 2003, in order to ensure the availability of quality and timely health
care to veterans with service-connected conditions, special authority based on military service, low income, and those with special health care needs, VA made the
difficult decision to stop enrolling new Priority Group 8 (high income) veterans
whose income exceeded VA income thresholds.
Since then, new regulations went into effect on June 15, 2009 that enable the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to relax income restrictions on enrollment
for health benefits. While this new provision does not remove consideration of
income, it does increase income thresholds. You may be eligible for enrollment
under this new provision.
If you have applied for enrollment on or after January 1, 2009 and you were
denied enrollment because your income exceeded the VA income thresholds, you
will be reconsidered and contacted by mail if you now qualify. You will receive a
letter from the VA Health Eligibility Center notifying you of your eligibility for
enrollment and welcoming you to the VA health care system. Included with the
letter will be instructions for getting care and how to obtain a Veterans Identification Card.
Again, if you applied for enrollment before January 1, 2009 and were denied
enrollment because of your income level, VA encourages you to take advantage of
their new enrollment calculator (http://www.va.gov/healtheligibility/apps/
enrollmentcalculator/) to assist you in determining if you are now eligible for enrollment under this new regulation based on your 2008 income.
Whatever your enrollment determination, VA encourages all veterans to apply
for enrollment, as this will help us in our future planning and budget efforts as well
as allow us to be in a better position to identify necessary funding levels to Congress.
For further information on your VA benefits, please call our office at (952)
496-8176.

Shakopee Heritage Society
plans Sept. 12 home/site tour
Because of so many requests, the
Shakopee Heritage Society (SHS) is
sponsoring a second Historic Home/
Site Tour. This year’s event will include
historic homes and sites focused on
Shakopee’s architecture, painted murals,
city founders, Shakopee brick and materials, interiors, stories (real or myth),
and family history.
In case you missed the 2007 tour,
this is your chance to see homes and sites
that connect the public to Shakopee’s
rich history. This event is anticipated to
sell out as tickets are limited, so don’t

Trails

procrastinate — get your tickets now!
Tickets are $10 each and will be available starting at the SHS Booth at the
Derby Days Celebration and also at the
SCHS/Stans Museum thereafter. The
Shakopee Home/Site Tour is planned for
Saturday, September 12, 2009 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.
The SHS is also interested in any
volunteers for the event or homes interested in being featured on the tour. If
interested, please call the SHS Home
Tour Committee at (952) 403-9295 or
e-mail jclandarch@gmail.com.

From Page 1

the eastern townships of Cedar Lake,
Credit River, New Market, and Spring
Lake. The DAP trail component is looking at the regional trail identified to connect four regional parks (MurphyHanrehan, Cleary Lake, DoyleKennefick, and Cedar Lake Farm), and
will determine trail alignments, primary
and secondary trail uses, and recommended design standards. The results of
this study will ultimately lead to the creation of a regional trail development
master plan and help set the stage for
future regional trail planning efforts
throughout the rest of rural areas of the
County.
Future work later this year and
throughout 2010 will focus on regional
trail search corridors identified within
the urban areas.
Transportation Trails
In addition to the development of a
regional trail system, the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update supports trails and
sidewalks along County roads in urban
areas that serve both transportation and
recreational needs. Working with each
city, the results of this long-term goal
will be a safer network of pedestrian and
biking facilities that connect to local
trails and points of interests.
To determine how much work is
needed to build a connected system, a

new study is underway to help identify
gaps in the County road trail system
(trails that are placed in a road right-ofway). Scott County is working with staff
members from the seven cities and the
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community to inventory all urban County roadways for incomplete or missing trail segments. Once these gaps are identified,
the cities and the Sioux Community will
work to prioritize a plan to fill in the
gaps. This gap analysis will help coordinate trail development with other programmed construction activities and provide a framework for Scott County to
pursue future state and federal funding
opportunities. The County road trail gap
analysis is expected to be completed
later this year.
Building the County-wide trail system is a long term process, and will take
decades to complete. For more information on County trail planning efforts,
contact Andy Hingeveld in the Planning
Department at (952) 496-8839.
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Scott County Historical
Society upcoming events
Book a Guided Tour! Book a special
guided tour of the Stans Museum and
historic 1908 house. Tour guides offer
a wealth of information and an indepth look into exhibit topics and life
in the 1920s Stans House. Tours can
be tailor fit for your needs. Call 952445-0378 today!

scissors. Register through Shakopee
Community Education.
KIDS KRAFT – September 26:
“Sweet September”
Grab the kids and head to the Stans
Museum for some Saturday morning
family fun, including a kid’s craft and
rousing good story. Saturday,
September 26, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Free, but registration is required.
Story: Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart by
MaryBeth Lorbiecki; Craft: Seed Art!
Christmas Ornament Class:
Thursday October 8, from 6:00 –
8:00 p.m.
Create a small crazy quilt heart
ornament! All supplies are provided.
Just bring your sharp scissors. More
patterns provided for additional heart
designs, a tree, and star. Register
through Shakopee Community
Education.

OPENING! September 24: “Read
All About It! 1950 Scott County
Headlines”
Immerse yourself in the fabulous
fifties through Scott County
newspapers – from Queen candidates
to car culture, toys to “duck and
cover.” This exhibit has loads of
information, and several hands-on
activities. Watch for information on
the grand opening.
KIDS KRAFT – August 29:
“This Rocks!”
Grab the kids and head to the Stans
Museum for some Saturday morning
family fun, including a kid’s craft, and
rousing good story. Saturday, August
29, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Free,
but registration is required.
Story: If You Find a Rock by Peggy
Christian; Craft: Make painted rock
creatures!
Crazy Quilting Demonstrations & Pot
Luck! Thursday, August 27.
Crazy Quilting from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
and demonstrations of traditional and
paper-pieced blocks. Join us for a
potluck dinner in the Stans Garden
(weather permitting). Free!
Walking tour of Historic Downtown
Belle Plaine, Saturday August 15 at
9:00 a.m.
Walk the streets of Belle Plaine with a
knowledgeable guide and learn the
history of this enchanting town. Space
is limited, so reservations are
required. There will be a small fee.
Walking tour of Historic Downtown
New Prague, Wednesday September 2
at 7:00 p.m.
Walk the streets of New Prague with a
knowledgeable guide and learn the
history of this enchanting town.
Space is limited, so reservations are
required. There will be a small fee.
Crazy Quilt Pin-Cushion Class, Sept.
17 and Oct. 15, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
This is a two-session class. Stitch the
circular piece for the pin cushion in the
first session, then take it home and do
the embroidery stitches. In the second
session, you return with the finished
top and make it into the pincushion.
No supplies are required for this class,
but you will need to bring sharp

COOL NIGHT – HOT MUSIC!
October 16, from 7 p.m. – Midnight.
An evening of Hot Music by the Wolfe
Brothers Band (7:30 – 9:30), and
Cruiser & the Eddy’s Rock & Roll
Band (10 – Midnight), at Turtle’s 1890
Social Club. Get your tickets now –
cost is $10 per person. Includes a
silent auction with cool, unique items
from 7 to 9 p.m. This is a special
SCHS fundraising event!
Hat Box Raffle
As a part of the Crazy Quilt exhibit,
the SCHS is raffling five Crazy
Quilting Hat Boxes. Each box is filled
to the brim with fabric, trims,
embellishments, and a surprise. Raffle
tickets are $1 each and available at the
Scott County Historical Society.
Professional Quilt Appraisal,
Saturday, October 17 at the SCHS/
Stans Museum
Almost everyone has a quilt – whether
it is a family heirloom handed down
through the generations, or one freshly
stitched. Now is your chance to have
that special quilt professionally
appraised! Contact Jean Carlton,
AQS, at (763) 420-7229 or via e-mail
at quiltsetc@comcast.net to reserve
your appraisal spot! Reservations
required, and a fee will be charged.
All Things Minnesota Book Club –
meets at 6:30 p.m., the third Thursday
of each month at SCHS.
August: Unto a Good Land by Vilhelm
Moberg
September: 1st Hospital in
Minneapolis, Minnesota 1871-1991 by
Grace Terry
October: Three Cups of Tea by Greg
Mortenson
Scott County Crazy Quilters –
Crochet/Knitters Welcome Too!
Meets the fourth Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. Bring your
needles, yarn, fabric, and trim for a
fun evening of needlecraft. Beginners
through masters welcome! In fact, all
handcrafters welcome! The Crazy
Quilter group takes the summer off –
but returns to SCHS in September.
Unless otherwise noted, events take
place at the Scott County Historical
Society. Fees may be charged for
some events. Call (952) 445-0378 or
e-mail info@scottcountyhistory.org for
more information.
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Historical SCENE

Earl Dols, Leo Mornson, Al Olson, Leonard Kubes: WWII Veterans
The following exerpts are taken from
four of 62 interviews being conducted
by Tom Melchior for his project involving World War II veterans in Scott
County. He plans to publish all the interviews once they are completed. If you
know
of
any
additional
Scott County World War II veteran who
would like to be interviewed, please contact Melchior at 952-445-4109 or email: tsmelch@hotmail.com

tection because they could reach you
from three sides. The ocean was behind
us. Germans was in the mountains to the
left, in the mountains in front, and in the
mountains to the right. They clipped us
from three sides.

Al Olson
Savage
Earl Dols,
Shakopee
Earl Dols was a mechanic in the
34th Red Bull Division, 1st Battalion,
168th Infantry and 175th Field Artillery Combat Team (except for the
time he was detached from them and
served with the British 1st Division).
The 168th and the 175th made up a
combat team. Earl and the 34th Division participated in some of the fiercest fighting in the war, especially at
Monte Casino and Anzio.
What made the battle of Monte
Cassino such a difficult battle?
The Germans were dug into the
mountains. They had been preparing that
line for a long time. That was their “winter line” defense. That was in the Liri
Valley, and Highway 6 come through
there going up to Rome. We were trying
to get through there to take Rome. We
couldn’t get through there. So about 10
o’clock in the morning, B-25s from the
13th Air Force came over and they
dropped everything that they had. We
had 500 artillery pieces firing at the same
time. I would have swore to God that if
they shook it any more, the bottom of
Italy would have fell off the bottom of
Europe. They said it didn’t do any good.
All that rubble gave the Germans protection.
We decided we would try a different way of getting there. We went up to
Anzio and took LSTs, loaded some of
the equipment on that, and the guys went
up; they took about four men out of each
section of ten men because there wasn’t
room. We broke through about the fourth
or sixth of June, about a day or two after the invasion of Europe.
At Anzio, the beach was only about
five, six miles wide and 18 miles long.
Every night, LSTs would go in there and
dump some ammo and equipment, but
it took a long time to get enough stuff to
make a push. You can’t make a push and
run out of ammunition. You couldn’t dig
in because the water would come in on
the beach. After two or three feet you’d
strike water, so you couldn’t protect any
of our provisions.
That was a [pain]. There wasn’t anyplace that you could go to have any pro-

Al Olson, 90, was a pilot in the
United States Air Corps and served
14 months in the Southwest Pacific.
He flew 60 combat missions in B-25
Mitchell bomber. He flew a total of
281 combat hours, and — with combat zone flying — he flew a total of
530 hours in a variety of aircraft.
What was your job?
The enemy was within 30 miles of
taking Port Moresby and gaining full
control of New Guinea. They were in
the mountains. When we got there in
April 1944, we had advanced to Nadzag,
New Guinea, and we flew our missions
from there. Our principal targets were
areas where the Japanese landed troops
and supplies on the beach. Our mission
was to be over the area at daybreak, reporting weather conditions. If the conditions were acceptable, the bomb units
would fly their missions. If the weather
was bad, the missions were cancelled or
rerouted. After we reported the weather
we had assigned targets to hit.
Our mission was to strafe and drop
those little parafrags bombs. We strafed
and bombed parked aircraft, trucks,
small ships, and barges. We used primarily parafrags, 23-pound bombs
mounted on parachutes. When released
the parachute would slow it up so you
wouldn’t get any of the blast. The bomb
would break up into thousands of pieces.
There were hundreds of thousands of
Japanese on those islands, but we won
the war by controlling the coastline.
They couldn’t get any food, ammunition,
or fuel in there. We’d sink their boats as
they tried to land. On May 16, 1944, Al
watched the invasion on Wake Island,
which is a little island about 100 miles
west of Hollandia, New Guinea.
There was a Japanese air strip there,
and we needed the strip. I was on a mission and we watched the landing crafts
landing the troops. It was the only time
I ever saw any Navy vessels. General
Kenny had big plans for the island, but
when they got there, it wasn’t suitable.
The soil couldn’t support the weight of
our airplanes. That’s when we had to take
Biak Island.

Leo Mornson,
Jordan

Leonard Kubes
New Prague

Leo Mornson was born on May
23, 1925. He entered the Navy in 1943
and was assigned duty aboard the
USS Guam.

Leonard Kubes, 88, enlisted in the
Navy on September 2, 1942, and was
eventually sent to Pearl Harbor.
From the Great Lakes, I was on the
U.S.S. Pennsylvania. Then they found
out that I could do some repair work and
that I was good at that. They shipped
me to Pearl Harbor. I was there twentyone months on a repair crew. The repair
crew was taking care of those battleships
that were down when there was no other
work, no repair. I was in Vessels in Ordinary. There was probably a hundred
that came in from the states that were in
the barracks in my quarters.
They had LSDs [Landing Ship
Docks]. That was the big story. They had
oil for cleaning on one of the LSDs, and
there was a whole bunch of those LSDs
together. They were streaming oil in the
back. They were burning trash and that
oil got caught on fire. It burned and
leaked down into the ship and into the
magazine and that blew up. A bunch of
those LSDs got [hit with] shrapnel, so I
was cutting it off and getting them ready
for repair. When the explosion took
place, the explosion peeled the metal
back like star clusters. The ammunition
was stored there and when the clusters
peeled back, they left little room between
them and the ammunition.
The metal [side of the ship that
burst] had been scoured out different
ways. There was some ammunition that
flew out and others didn’t even go out.
It [the ammunition] was behind it, and
they told me to be careful when I started
burning [the clusters] off so I wouldn’t
be hitting some of that ammunition behind it. I had to check out everything
myself. They told me what to do. I was
using an acetylene torch.

What do you remember about the
battle to take Okinawa?
I know a couple of times we got
pretty close. We had 350 ships there, and
they had 350 suicide planes, one plane
for each ship. They’d wine ’em and dine
’em and they’d be half looped when they
came out. About three or four times we
had to go out on the deck.
We were right over our fire room,
and we had one guy named Vest from
New York. He was about twenty-five
years old, so he was more mature than
we were. So he says, “When I tell you
to go and lay down and put your hands
under your chest, I mean do it quick.
When you hear the 20-mm guns go off,
you know they’re close.”
About three planes came in real low
at about 200 miles an hour. I remember
one gunner said, “I know we got that
plane. I know we blew that thing to
smithereens.” When the planes got close
they’d just come in and try to hit you,
just smash. They knew they were going
to die. [Our guys] blew all the planes
up. We had eight Japanese flags painted
on top that we knocked down.
Were all the ships all shelling the
island?
Some were. Vest would give us a
blow-by-blow of what was happening.
He said, “Now they’re sending out their
biggest battle wagon.”
And I thought, “Ye gads.” We sent
out the planes and they had a heck of a
time sinking it, but they finally sank it.
That was a big ship, wow! It was the
Japanese battleship, Yamato, the largest
warship ever built.

Scott County Historical
Society Fundraiser

COOL NIGHT
HOT MUSIC

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 7 p.m. - midnight
TURTLE’S 1890 SOCIAL CLUB, Shakopee
MUSIC BY: Wolfe Brothers Band (7:30 -9:30 p.m.)
Cruiser & the Eddy’s Rock and Roll Band (10 p.m.-midnight)

Cost: $10 per person; Call (952) 445-0378
Includes a silent auction from 7 to 9 p.m.
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Annual City to Country Tour set for Sept. 26
The University of Minnesota Extension – Scott
County is proud to announce that the eleventh annual
Scott County City to Country Tour will be held on
Saturday, September 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
year’s sites will be focusing on the Prior Lake/Jordan
area of Scott County. Our host sites for 2009 include:

 Krueger Dairy Farm – owned by Paul and Tim
Krueger and family
 Waderich Feed and Garden – owned by Dennis Waderich
 Glewwe Castle Brewery – owned by Mark and
Laurel Glewwe
The Scott County City to Country Tour is a driveit-yourself tour. The purpose of the event is to demonstrate the importance of agriculture and the rural
character of Scott County. Last year, 750 people attended the tour. Each site leaves a positive, lasting
impression on visitors about agriculture in Scott County
and Minnesota through demonstrations, hands-on activities, and educational displays.
All visitors will need to purchase a $10-per-vehicle pass to participate in the tour. Passes can be purchased in advance at the University of Minnesota Extension – Scott County (located on the Scott County
Fairgrounds in Jordan). Passes can also be purchased
at any site on the day of the tour. For more information, or to inquire about group pricing, please call the
Extension office at (952) 492-5410.

Site Descriptions:
Krueger Dairy -780 East Country Trail, Jordan
The Krueger Dairy Farm was established in 1946
by Herman and Helma Krueger. Today, the farm is in
its second and third generation as Paul and Tim Krueger
(father and son) operate the farm with their families.
The Kruegers milk 180 Holstein cows, and they farm
400 acres to produce most of the feed for the cows. In
2006, a new tie stall barn was built. (The Kruegers
also utilize a freestall barn.) Cows receive fresh feed
and bedding twice daily. There will be feeding demonstrations at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The Krueger family is proud to produce clean, high
quality milk. The cows are milked twice daily at 3
a.m. and 3 p.m.. The average cow produces 90 pounds
of milk, equivalent to more than 10 gallons of milk
each day! All together, the Krueger cows produce more
than 1,500 gallons of milk each day. There will be
milking demonstrations at noon and 2 p.m.
During the tour, you can see the farm and the cows,
visit with the Krueger family, and see real farm machinery used to harvest crops. The Scott County Dairy
Princesses will be on site to talk with visitors about
the dairy industry. You can also find out what the Soil
and Water Conservation District is working on in the
area, and have a free photo button made of your family as a souvenir.

Waderich Feed and Garden, Inc. —
17860 Panama Ave., Prior Lake
For the past 23 years, owner Dennis Waderich has
operated a rural feed and garden store that focuses on
customer service and knowledgeable staff. In the winter months, they grow all of their annual flowers in
four greenhouses on site for spring planting. They also
have a large assortment of perennials, trees, and shrubs.
During the tour, you can visit the greenhouses and ask
staff questions about what plants grow best in Minnesota, which perennials will grow in shady areas, or any
other garden or tree care questions. Fall is the time to
fertilize your lawn and Waderich Feed and Garden can
help you prepare your lawn for winter.
Waderich’s store also carries dozens of varieties
of food for dogs and cats, as well as feed for birds,
horses, pot bellied pigs, caged birds, and even goats!
Pick up a free sample of their Waderich Deluxe Mix
for your birds and look at the many varieties of bird
feeders for sale. They also stock statuary, firewood,
bulk hardwood mulch, decorative rock, pulverized top
soil, and organic composted manure. Real Christmas
trees and wreaths are available right after Thanksgiving. Finally, Waderich Feed and Garden also provides
landscaping services.
Trained Master Gardeners with University of Minnesota Extension will be on site to answer questions,
give tours, and help kids with a hands-on craft project.

The Glewwe family will offer demonstrations on
soda, beer, and wine making during the tour.
Visitors will also be able to sample products, tour
the start of their vineyard, and hear the familes’
stories of successes and failures.

Today, Glewwe’s Castle Brewery is a familyowned business showcasing what you can do on ten
acres when the wife kicks you out of the kitchen. When
the peak production exceeded 75 gallons a week, it
was time to expand and devote some space to their
hobby-business. Today, the Glewwes brew and sell root
beer, orange soda, and cream soda at three farmers
markets in Prior Lake, New Prague, and Eagan. Mark
also made wines, ciders, meads, and root beer.
The Glewwes invite visitors to experience demonstrations on soda, beer, and wine making; sample
and purchase their sodas; visit the start of their vineyard; and the sharing of family stories of successes
and failures. In addition, for the brave at heart, the
Glewwes are working on a new soda flavor for you to
sample! A light lunch will be available from (and the
proceeds going to) Boy Scout Troop 339.

Could you help sponsor?
For this tour to be successful, we need financial
support and sponsorship from area businesses and individuals to help cover some of the expenses of the
event. Financial contributions help offset costs incurred
for publicity and advertising, signage, educational activities, crafts, as well as required facilities at each site.
The planning committee has set up a tier system
of benefits for sponsors. As of August 3, our sponsors
include: Edina Realty Home Services, Elanco,
LeSueur-Scott County Corn and Soybean Growers,
Lion’s Tap, New Market Bank, Pheasants Forever,
Ruehling Milk Transfer, Inc., Scott-LeSueur Cty ADA,
South Metro Federal Credit Union, Riverland Bank,
AgStar, Sailer’s Greenhouse, Pioneer Hi-Bred and University of Minnesota Extension. For more information or if your business is interested in supporting the
tour, please feel free to call Laura Kieser, Agriculture
Extension Educator, at (952) 492-5410.

Thanks, 4-H Livestock
Auction Buyers!
Waderich Feed and Garden features a large array
of plants, shrubs, and flowers, and advice about
planting and caring for your lawn and garden will
be available during the tour from local Master
Gardeners.

Glewwe Castle Brewery -4620 207th St. E., Prior Lake

Dairy cows and calfs are plentiful at the Krueger
Dairy Farm. Milking and feeding demonstrations
will be offered during the tour.

Mark, Laurel, and Erik make up what is Glewwe’s
Castle Brewery (getting the name from blending “home
brewing” and “home is your castle”). In 1994, Laurel
agreed to let Mark try his hand at hobby-brewing his
own beer. Besides the ales, Mark also made wines,
ciders, meads, and root beer. He has thus far won many
awards at state and county fairs and brewing competitions. After a neighbor asked the family to sell the
root beer at the local farmers market in 2004, they
tapped into their entrepreneurial spirit and dedicated
the profits toward their son’s college education.

Scott County 4-H would like to thank the
buyers who supported our 4-H members in the
2009 4-H Livestock Auction at the Scott County
Fair. With your support, the members will be
able to improve their projects and continue
their development as future leaders through
the 4-H program. The funds also help with
educational programming in all areas of 4-H.

