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SCOTT COUNTY
PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Spring Lake Town Hall
20381 Fairlawn Ave
Prior Lake, Minnesota
Monday, January 10, 2022
Conference Room at 6:30 PM
I.

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Vonhof opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the following members present: Ed Hrabe, Lee
Watson, Ray Huber, Donna Hentges, Barbara Johnson and Kent Robbins
County Staff Present: Brad Davis, Planning Manager, Marty Schmitz, Zoning Administrator; Greg
Wagner, Principal Planner, Nathan Hall, Associate Planner; Tom Wolf, County Board Commissioner
and Barb Simonson, Deputy Clerk to the Board.
Welcoming of new Commissioner Kent Robbins by Brad Davis.

II.

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 13, 2021 PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION MINUTES
Motion by Commissioner Johnson; second by Commissioner Huber to approve the
minutes of December 13, 2021 Planning Advisory meeting with one correction on page
3 of the minutes changing Chair Vonhof to Vice-Chair Johnson. The motion carried.
Commissioner Vonhof and Commissioner Robbins abstained due to not being present
at the prior meeting.

III.

CONSENT AGENDA
3.1

PUBLIC HEARING 6:30 PM: 169 COMMERCIAL PARK FINAL PLAT (PL#2017-003)
A.

Request for Final Plat of Highway 169 Commercial Consisting of 3 Lots and 1 Outlot on 37
Acres.
Location:
Township:
Current Zoning:

Section 21
Louisville
C-1

Criteria for Plat Approval: 169 Commercial Final Plat
1. Adequate Drainage – the proposed plat will meet all stormwater drainage requirements as identified
in Chapter 6 of the zoning ordinance prior to County Board consideration.
2. Adequate Potable Water Supply – the proposed plat, utilizing an individual wells, meets the
requirements of the zoning and subdivision ordinances.
3. Adequate Roads or Highways to Serve the Subdivision – the property will have access and frontage
on a frontage road (Louisville Road) that has been constructed by the County. Driveway access to
the lots will be off the frontage road.
4. Adequate Waste Disposal Systems – the proposed lots will meet all requirements of the individual
sewage treatment system ordinance prior to County Board consideration.
5. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan – the proposed plat conforms to the goals and policies
contained in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan for development in the Commercial/Industrial Area.
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6. Public Service Capacity – the proposed development does not adversely impact the public service
capacity of local service providers.
7. Consistency with the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board's Policies- the proposal does not
require any environmental review and is therefore consistent with the policies of the Minnesota
Environmental Quality Board.
8. Consistency with Capital Improvement Plans – the proposed plat takes advantage of the frontage
roads constructed as part of the 169/41/78 intersection project and is consistent with the County’s
capital improvement plan.
3.2

PUBLIC HEARING 6:30 PM: ENGH REZONE (PL#2021-108)
A.

Request for Rezoning 53 Acres From RR-1, Rural Residential Reserve District to RR-2, Rural
Residential Single-Family District
Location:
Township:
Current Zoning:

Section 23
Spring Lake
RR-1

Criteria for Approval: Engh Rezoning
1. The proposed action has been considered in relation to the specific policies and provisions of and has
been found to be consistent with the official County Comprehensive Plan.
The proposed rezoning conforms to the goals and policies contained in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan
for reasonable rural residential growth.
2. The proposed use is or will be compatible with present and future land uses of the area.
The use is not changing and while the lot size is being reduced the overall density will remain below
one unit per 2.5 acres.
3. The proposed use conforms to all performance standards contained in this Ordinance.
The use of the property is not changing, the majority of the property will remain undisturbed or in
agricultural production.
4. The proposed use can be accommodated with existing and planned public services and will not
overburden the County or Township’s service capacity.
The use is not changing and therefore will not adversely impact public service capacity for local service
providers.
5. Traffic generation by the proposed use is within capabilities of streets serving the property.
The existing residence has frontage on 200th Street East and the access point will not be altered.
Motion by Commissioner Watson; second by Commissioner Huber to approve the consent
agenda. The motion carried unanimously.
IV.

PUBLIC HEARING 6:35 RUDOLPH RIDING ARENA (PL#2021-110)

A. Request for a Conditional Use Permit to Establish a Private Indoor Horse-riding Arena
Location:
Township:
Current Zoning:

Section 34
New Market
UER

Nathan Hall presented the staff report for this application. The specific details within the staff report and a video
are available on the Scott County Website link: January 10, 2022 Planning Advisory Commission Agenda
Packet.
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(To view the staff report on the county website using the link, click on the download arrow and click on Agenda,
then Save and then Open. Next open the bookmark at the top of the page and click on the specific project
name. The report can also be found directly on the County Website, www.scottcountymn.gov, on the Planning
& Zoning pages)
Commissioner Comment and Questions:
No questions or comments from the Commissioners.
Chair Vonhof opened the floor for public comment. No one came forward to comment.
Motion by Commissioner Johnson to close the public hearing; second by
Commissioner Hrabe. The motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Commissioner Johnson; second by Commissioner Hentges,
based on the criteria for approval listed in the staff report, I recommend
approval of the Conditional Use Permit for Michael Rudolph to construct a
private indoor riding arena and noting New Market Township approval.
Commissioner Hrabe asked if the applicant had received a copy of the email
from Renae Christensen and the city of Elko New Market regarding their
position on the request. Mr. Hall reported the applicant was provided a copy
of the city’s email response.
Chair Vonhof called for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the request
as follows:
Commissioner Robbins: Aye
Commissioner Hentges: Aye
Commissioner Hrabe: Aye
Commissioner Huber: Aye
Commissioner Vonhof: Aye
Commissioner Johnson: Aye
Commissioner Watson: Aye
The motion passed unanimously with 7 Ayes.
Conditions of Approval: Rudolph CUP
1. The applicant is to file with the Scott County Planning Office in January of each year a statement
indicating that they are in compliance with the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP).
2. The New Market Town Board may conduct an annual review of the CUP to ensure that the
applicants are in compliance with the conditions of the CUP.
3. The applicants shall pay an annual CUP inspection fee, if and when the County adopts an inspection
fee ordinance.
4. If ownership changes, the new owner shall contact the New Market Town Board and Scott County
Zoning Administration to review the conditions of the CUP.
5. The Scott SWCD may conduct an annual review to verify that the pasture management and manure
management are in compliance with the approved plan.
6. Any future improvements to the residential accessory structure used for the arena shall meet all
requirements of the State Building Code and all applicable codes as required by the Scott County
Building Official.
7. The riding arena shall be used only as a private horse-riding arena per the applicant’s narrative
provided with the application on 11/29/2021; no commercial boarding shall be allowed. Any other
use of the structure is a violation of the CUP and the Scott County Zoning Ordinance.
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Criteria for Approval (2-6-1): Rudolph CUP
1. The use will not create an excessive burden on public facilities and utilities which serve or are
proposed to serve the area.
The proposed use will not have any impact on public facilities that serving the property.
2. The use will be sufficiently compatible with, or separated by sufficient distance from, or screened
from adjacent agricultural or residential land uses so that there will be no deterrence to the use or
development of adjacent land and uses.
The location of the indoor riding arena meets the required property line setbacks. The arena is 30’
from the nearest property to the north but is more than 600’ from any residence outside of the
subject parcel.
3. Each structure or improvement is so designed and constructed that it is not unsightly in appearance
to the extent that it will hinder the orderly and harmonious development of the district wherein
proposed.
The indoor riding arena is designed of materials that are not unsightly in appearance and are typical
of a rural accessory building.
4. The use is consistent with the purposes of the Ordinance and the purposes of the zoning district in
which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.
The proposed indoor riding arena is consistent with the intentions of Chapter 9 of the Zoning
Ordinance and with uses allowed on 10-acre parcels in the UER zoning district.
5. The use is not in conflict with the Scott County 2040 Comprehensive Plan.
The proposal is in conformance with the 2040 Comprehensive Plan and the keeping and enjoyment
of animals such as horses.
6. Adequate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize
traffic congestion, provide adequate access to public roads, and provide sufficient on-site parking.
quate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress, access to public roads and on-site
parking.
Access will be via the existing residential driveway access to Beard Avenue. Adequate parking can
be accommodated within the property.
7. Adequate water supply, individual sewage treatment system facilities, erosion control and
stormwater management are provided in accordance with applicable standards.
Any water would be obtained via a private well; wells are permitted by the MN Department of Health.
No restroom is proposed in the building.
8. All building/structures meet the intent of the State Building Code and/or fire codes.
A building permit was issued for the construction of the building.
V.

ELECTION OF 2022 PLANNING COMMISSION OFFICERS

Chair Vonhof opened the meeting for nominations for Chair of the Planning Commission.
Commissioner Johnson nominated Commissioner Tom Vonhof; second by Commissioner Hentges.
Chair Vonhof called for any further nominations 3 times.
Motion by Commissioner Hrabe; second by Commissioner Robbins to close the nominations. The motion
carried unanimously.
Chair Vonhoff called for a vote on Chair nomination of Tom Vonhof. The vote carried unanimously for
Tom Vonhof as noted below.
Chair Vonhof opened the meeting for nominations for Vice Chair of the Planning Commission.
Commissioner Watson nominated Commissioner Barbara Johnson; second by Commissioner Hentges.
Chair Vonhof called for any further nominations 3 times.
Motion by Commissioner Hrabe; second by Commissioner Huber to close the nominations. The motion
carried unanimously.
Chair Vonhoff called for a vote on Vice Chair nomination of Barbara Johnson. The vote carried
unanimously for Barbara Johnson as noted below.
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Chair Vonhof opened the meeting for nominations for Secretary of the Planning Commission.
Commissioner Johnson nominated Commissioner Lee Watson; second by Commissioner Huber.
Chair Vonhof called for any further nominations 3 times.
Motion by Commissioner Hrabe; second by Commissioner Robbins to close the nominations. The motion
carried unanimously.
Chair Vonhoff called for a vote on the Secretary nomination of Lee Watson. The vote carried unanimously
for Lee Watson as noted below.
Chair Vonhof called for a roll call vote on all 3 nominations with results as
follows:
Commissioner Vonhof: Aye
Commissioner Hartmann: Aye
Commissioner Hentges: Aye
Commissioner Hrabe: Aye
Commissioner Huber: Aye
Commissioner Johnson: Aye
Commissioner Watson: Aye
The motion passed with 7 Ayes.
Chair Vonhof read the officer vote results on the record.
VI.

PUBLIC HEARING 6:47 SCHIEFFER CUP AMENDMENT (PL#2021-112)

A. Request to Amend the Conditional Use Permit to Remove Conditions 7-9 Related to Restricting the
Heliport Use to the Applicant’s Helicopter and Removing Limits on Take-offs, Landings, and Hours
of Operation.
Location:
Township:
Current Zoning:

Section 26
Cedar Lake
RR-1C & RR-1

Marty Schmitz presented the staff report for this application. The specific details within the staff report and a
video are available on the Scott County Website link: January 10, 2022 Planning Advisory Commission Agenda
Packet.
(To view the staff report on the county website using the link, click on the download arrow and click on Agenda,
then Save and then Open. Next open the bookmark at the top of the page and click on the specific project
name. The report can also be found directly on the County Website, www.scottcountymn.gov, on the Planning
& Zoning pages)
Commissioner Comment and Questions:
Commissioner Johnson asked about the timing of the request for amendment and whether it was considered
too soon after the approval of the original CUP request. Mr. Schmitz responded there are no other heliports in
the county to compare to, but it is relatively uncommon to have a request to amend a CUP this soon.
Commissioner Hrabe commented only the applicant can determine what his needs are with regards to the
timing of the request.
Commissioner Robbins inquired about the nature of the helicopter trips and Commissioner Watson requested
the applicant come forward to speak on his request.
Applicant, Doug Schieffer, approached the podium and presented information in support of his request for
amendment for CUP items 7-9, addressing each criterion separately. He made note of slide presentations that
will be shown as needed. Rex Alexander, a heliport expert, was attending the meeting virtually and can also

5

answer questions. Mr. Schieffer also responded to alleged violations of some of the CUP conditions, providing
supporting evidence that he has not violated those conditions. In addition, Mr. Schieffer fielded several
questions from Commissioners throughout his presentation.
Commissioner Robbins requested information on what the uses are for the helicopter and how much of the use
is business. Mr. Schieffer provided an explanation of the purpose of the helicopter including business and
travel. He stated that currently he has not been using helicopter for leisure.
Mr. Schieffer reported he would like to rescind his request to amend Condition #7 and provided a brief
explanation.
Commissioner Huber commented about removal of Condition #7 and noted he would expect applicant to return
should he obtain a different helicopter for himself. Applicant agreed with the comment.
Commissioner Johnson commented on the 1-year review condition noting applicant has only been using the
heliport for about 7 months. Applicant responded he came back for a review per the condition that stated a
review of the CUP would take place in one year, it did not specify one year of use.
Commissioner Hrabe inquired about the number and times of flight resulting in any hardship. He also inquired
about using the heliport lights. Mr. Schieffer responded with explanation and examples of hardships and how
the lights on his heliport work.
Commissioner Watson requested applicant to describe take-off/landings after sunset and how the heliport is set
up to handle the nighttime conditions. Mr. Schieffer explained the process including lighting and knowing the
obstacles that exists around his property.
Commissioner Johnson commented on the flight log showing the applicant has not left in the morning before
9am. Mr. Schieffer responded by explaining pre-flight process and length of time it takes.
Mr. Schmitz presented information on 2 of the complaints received regarding a red/white helicopter and another
helicopter pictured on the applicant’s helipad. The red/white helicopter has been verified to be a medivac
helicopter stationed in Faribault and the second was verified to be the applicant’s helicopter on the pad. Mr.
Schmitz explained county staff’s position on the matter and is recommending the conditions not be amended as
requested.
Chair Vonhof opened the floor for public comment.
Resident Steve Hanson, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Neighborhood strife, being a pilot himself, flying at sunset, close neighbor, support for the heliport,
neighbors making room for one another, wants peace to prevail, Mr. Schieffer has a quiet helicopter,
not like the medivac
Resident, Loren Bahls, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on concerns:
 Requested public notice be sent to area residents when there is a review of the CUP
 Requested any changes to the CUP be denied for safety and community
 Showed a presentation of slides in support of his comments regarding safety, emissions, noise, north
approach path usage
Resident, Bruce Facile, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Lives very close to the helipad
 Noted he works from home and has no issues with noise or emissions
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Resident, Kyle Murphy, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Works from home, lives north of the heliport, has 3 small children
 Noted he and his family have not experienced any disturbances from the helicopter
Resident, Austin Millard, Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Noted his neighbors 3 hours of lawn moving is much more noticeable than the helicopter
 Has not heard the helicopter from inside of his home, noted no disruptions for his family
 Has not noticed the heliport lights at night or any emissions
Resident, Elizabeth Brandt, of 260th St, commented on:
 Concerned with usage of the north flight path over her property
 Does not support the requested changes to the CUP conditions
Staff Marty Schmitz presented flight tracking information from MAC on the applicant’s flights along with a map
showing all the flights noting MAC reported the same 37 flights that the applicant had self-reported as well.
Also show the flight path map for the medivac helicopter from Dec 29th.
Resident, Chelsea Millard, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Has only noticed the heliport lights only one time
 Works from home and is outside during the summertime, has hardly heard the helicopter noting is
makes very little noise
 Father was a pilot and enjoyed flying with him while growing up
Resident, Kelli Schieffer, of Wyldewood Dr, applicants’ spouse, commented on:
 Reported there are many other aviation flights that fly over the area
 Reported on her experiences throughout the heliport dispute
Chair Vonhof commented on the distress the situation can cause in a neighborhood and the Commission
working to find a way to make the situation work for everyone in the area.
Resident, Jennifer Heim, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Reported they have never heard the helicopter, the lights or noticed any smells
 Lives 600ft from the heliport
Resident, Bob Hidalgo, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Noted his support for the applicant and his heliport
 Has heard various aircraft flying over the area throughout the years
Resident, David Turnberg, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Longest neighborhood resident, lived there since 2001
 It is a fun neighborhood, described neighborhood events
 Commented on his thoughts on the CUP review and requested approval of the requested modifications
Resident, Shannon Young, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Newer member of the neighborhood
 Have only heard the helicopter one time while outside, no louder than a lawn mower
 Husband has app that follows various flights over the area, has not seen applicants helicopter
Resident, Carrie Spangler, of Wyldewood Dr, commented on:
 Newer member of the neighborhood
 Have noticed the helicopter with her kids outside a few times
 Not louder than her husband’s Harley
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Resident, Luke Lubke, of Panama Ave, commented on:
 Lives 300 yds from heliport
 Harleys, other airplanes, cars up and down Panama, shot guns at crack of dawn make more noise
 Supports applicant’s request
Motion by Commissioner Hrabe to close the public hearing; second by
Commissioner Robbins. The motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner Hentges commented on the situation and requested applicant approach
podium for some questions. The original CUP was developed with input and compromise.
Impressed with how the applicant is working to follow the CUP conditions. Would like to
not be addressing the matter every 6 months. Recommended a 9:00pm end time instead
of the requested 10:00pm.
Applicant, Doug Schieffer, came forward. Responded to Commissioner Hentges comments
on 9:00pm. Described the unique situation of the takeoff from the original heliport.
Commissioner Watson suggested to motion on each of the 3 items separately.
Motion by Commissioner Watson; second by Commissioner Henges, to leave
Conditions #7 as is. The motion passed unanimously with 7 ayes.
Commissioners had a discussion on Condition #8 regarding number of trips changing to
75.
Motion by Commissioner Watson; second by Commissioner Hrabe, to
increase the number of flights from 50 to 75 in Condition #8. The motion
passed unanimously with 7 ayes.
Commissioners had a discussion on Conditions #9 regarding the hours of operations
changing to 7am-10pm or 7am-9pm.
Staff Marty Schmitz suggested on allowing 2 exceptions for applicant to fly until 10:00pm
for unusual situations.
Motion by Commissioner Johnson; second by Commissioner Robbins, to
modify hours of operations from 7am-9pm with 2 exceptions to 10pm for 6
months of the year in Condition #9. Commissioner Hrabe and Hentges
offered a friendly amendment to allow it for all year not just 6 months. The
amendment was accepted.
Chair Vonhof called for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the request
as follows:
Commissioner Robbins: Aye
Commissioner Hentges: Aye
Commissioner Hrabe: Nay
Commissioner Huber: Nay
Commissioner Vonhof: Aye
Commissioner Johnson: Aye
Commissioner Watson: Aye
The motion passed on 5 Ayes and 2 Nays.
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VII.

PLANNING MANAGER UPDATE REPORT-Presented by Brad Davis

VIII. GENERAL & ADJOURN
Motion by Commissioner Watson ; second by Commissioner Hrabe to adjourn
the meeting at 9:07 PM. The motion carried unanimously.

Tom Vonhof
Chair, Planning Advisory Commission

Barbara Simonson
Deputy Clerk to the Board

Date

Date
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